
Pristine Paradise.

The 16 STATES



	 Palau is an archipelago of  diverse terrain, flora and fauna. There 
is the largest island of  volcanic origin, called Babeldaob, the outer atoll 
and limestone islands, the Southern Lagoon and islands of  Koror, and the 
southwest islands, which are located about 250 miles southwest of  Palau. 
These regions are divided into sixteen states, each with their own distinct 
features and attractions.

	 Transportation to these states is mainly by road, boat, or small 
aircraft. Koror is a group of  islands connected by bridges and causeways, 
and is joined to Babeldaob Island by the Japan-Palau Friendship Bridge. 
Once in Babeldaob, driving the circumference of  the island on the highway 
can be done in a half  day or full day, depending on the number of  stops you 
would like. 

	 The outer islands of  Angaur and Peleliu are at the southern region 
of  the archipelago, and are accessable by small aircraft or boat, and there is 
a regularly scheduled state ferry that stops at both islands. Kayangel, to the 
north of  Babeldaob, can also be visited by boat or helicopter.

	 The Southwest Islands, due to their remote location, are only 
accessible by large ocean-going vessels, but are a glimpse into Palau’s 
simplicity and beauty.

	 When visiting these pristine areas, it is necessary to contact the 
State Offices in order to be introduced to these cultural treasures through a 
knowledgeable guide. While some fees may apply, your contribution will be 
used for the preservation of  these sites. Please see page 19 for a list of  the 
state offices.
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AIMELIIK - LAND OF CULTURAL CELEBRATION!
Aimeliik is located on the southwest end of  Babeldaob Island. It has the biggest number of                 
registered sites in Palau - Aimeliik connects historical and modern life of  Palau. Come and see one of  
the oldest terraces in Palau, the Tomb of  Malsol, and a beautiful hiking trail with spectacular views.
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As the STEPPING STONE TO PALAU, Airai has the oldest Bai meeting hall and 113 sites of  
cultural and historic importance, 22 which have been registered in the Palau Register of  Historic 
Places. and 6 of  these registered sites have been restored. There is also a Yapese Stone Money Quarry, 
which is accessible by boat or kayak.
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ANGAUR -  OUTER ISLAND OF BEAUTY AND HISTORY, is located southwest of  Peleliu 
outside Palau’s fringe reef. Some of  the most spectacular blowholes crash on the rough shorelines. 
The beaches are known for clean, white sand and cool, fresh air. History includes old phosphate 
mines and the legend of  Uab originated from Angaur. There are also World War II relics, an old 
German lighthouse, shrines, and stone platforms.

5



Commonly referred to as “Tobi”, HATOHOBEI, which takes you a step back in time, is located some 450 km 
southwest of  Angaur. This island state, which includes Tobi island and Helen Reef, covers a combined area of  
.63 square km. Like the island of  Sonsorol, Tobi is composed of  limestone and sandy soils, and is only a few 
feet above sea level with a swampy interior from phosphate mining during the Japanese Administration. Other 
sites  include the Ferehuheh Diangel Canoe House, the Banuyong, a man-made cave and the Matahong, Japanese 
living quarters.
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KAYANGEL - THE PRISTINE ATOLL is Palau’s only true coral atoll with pristine, untouched 
beaches and reefs that surround the island, only 25 miles away from the northern tip of  Babeldaob. 
The Meduu el Bai is the largest stone platform in Palau. The waters around this atoll are a favourite 
spot for fishermen to troll, and the land is rich with many different species of  bananas which 
Kayangel is known for. 
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KOROR - ERNGUUL (OLD NAME) is a sister city with Tsuruoka city of  Yamagata. Through Yamagata 
University of  Marine Science and Technology, studies are conducted regularly on “rapid evolution of  jellyfishes   
isolated in marine lakes in Palau” in Palau’s famous Jellyfish Lake. Koror has many “Rainy Day” activities, 
including shopping, museums, and an aquarium. Also visit the Koror State Belau EcoGlass project where 
recycled glass is turned into beautiful and unique glass sculptures. Most hotels and tour operators are located 
in Koror State, which also encompasses the Rock Islands Southern Lagoon UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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In MELEKEOK - CAPITOL CITY OF PAST & PRESENT, go back to a time when Palauan traditional 
chiefs ruled the villages; passing on their wisdom to this day.  Be it on fisheries, food security, managing the 
territories… listen as they ‘whisper’ directives passed from messengers who relay to other chiefs.  This is the 
origin of  “OEK” or Olbiil Er a Kelulau, meaning: Halls of  Whispered Decisions (the National Congress). 
Melekeok is also the site of  the new government capitol, which has a capitol center adorned in Palauan artwork 
overlooking a breathtaking view of  the outer reef.

Melekeok Capitol
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NGARAARD - STATE OF LEGENDS CALLS FOR BEAUTY OF LIVES. Beautiful ancient 
sacred paths link with other lands, and some legends that still thrive in our hearts are from Ngaraard. 
Stone paths through the forests give one a chance to reflect on a path to self-discovery and appreciation 
of  our lives. Once you encounter the beautiful scenery and warm hearted island hospitality, you will 
be reminded how beautiful life is.
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NGARCHELONG - FROM RIDGE TO REEF means a way of  life that is a complete eco-system.  Come 
and see conservation efforts and how it is incorporated to manage the effects of  today’s climate change. Every 
year, there are student exchange programs for the Ebiil Conservation Area, in which youth learn traditional 
methods of  livelihood, and are educated about global issues. At a Local Taro Festival, taste and feel the real life 
of  Palauan communities. There are also many sites of  cultural and historical importance, such as the Badrulchau 
Stone Monoliths.
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NGARDMAU HAS IT ALL! A place for adventure, whether you are riding a zipline to Palau’s largest waterfall, 
hiking in the forest, or diving in the Iuekako Channel where manta rays mate. Rich in bauxite, Ngardmau was 
mined for this resource during the early part of  the twentieth century. Terraced hillsides and a port are some of  
the reminders of  this time. From Palau’s highest point, Mount Ngerechelchuus, you can view most of  Babeldaob 
and some of  Koror. Ngardmau’s traditional dish is the mangrove clam, which is a delicacy enjoyed fresh with 
lemon.
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NGAREMLENGUI  -  A STATE WITH ECO-TOURISM AND UNTOUCHED WAR RELICS is the 
largest land mass of  Palau’s archipelago, this state covers about 68 square miles of  Babeldaob. It has the longest 
river in Palau called Ngermeskang River. Ngeremeduu Bay, a breeding area for marine life which is now a 
protected area, borders the state. The Ngermeskang Bird Sanctuary is an area with high bird species richness, 
and you can walk through forests to view an amazing 30 resident species. Ngaremlengui is also famous for their 
sea cucumber, a delicacy which Palauans enjoy eating raw.
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NGATPANG - DISCOVER NEW PALAU WITH AQUACULTURE/WILDLIFE. Situated on Ngeremeduu 
Bay, with extensive mangroves, rivers, and waterfalls. Wildlife includes mangrove crabs, freshwater 
eels, water snakes, and crocodiles. There are new aqua and agricultural farms, great for hiking and 
kayaking. Ngatpang also has ancient terraced hills, stone monoliths and pathways, and 2 Japanese 
shrines. Traditionally this was the pottery making center of  Palau because of  quality of  natural clay. 
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NGCHESAR - OLDIAS (OLD NAME) offers activities such as taro farming & traditional fishing, 
hands on activity for tourists, river tours, waterfall tours, and historical / cultural site tours by local 
people of  Ngchesar State. The state will also host mini-festivals & sport activities, set as annual 
events for the state. Ngchesar also displays a traditional war canoe.

15



NGIWAL - THE SEVEN-NINE EXPERIENCE has famous State Legends including the stories 
of  Ngirngemelas,  Surech & Tulei, the sunken village of  Ngibtal. There are historical remains that 
tie our past, today and future, untouched nature that reminds of  our pristine and beautiful island 
including the Orsolkesol Waterfall and traditional villages. Ngiwal is known as the “culinary state” 
because of  their favorite saying - 7 eat 9 soup.
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PELELIU - STATE OF ENCHANTMENT. One of  the bloodiest battles of  the Pacific took place 
here in 1944 during WWII. In anticipation of  an American invasion, the Japanese defenders dug 
cave systems into the limestone hills, and built bunkers that are still accessible today.  Peleliu is great 
for fishing and diving, as it has some of  the best dive sites in Palau. It also has a museum packed with 
WWII memorabilia. Visitors can also enjoy the beautiful beaches and war monuments and relics.
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Like Hatohobei, SONSOROL in the Southwest Islands takes you back in time. The islands are 
miniature platforms of  reef  composed of  limestone and sandy soils covered by forest and bush. 
Along the sandy beaches, coconut palm trees are abundant and were the primary source of  copra 
production on the islands. The Bai ra Ringal is a significant registered site used for meetings of  
Chiefs and a navigation learning center.
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	 When visiting these pristine areas, it is necessary to 
contact the State Offices in order to be introduced to these 
cultural treasures through a knowledgeable guide. While 
some fees may apply, your contribution will be used for the 
preservation of these sites. 

	 Please also follow the best practices of conduct 
around these sites, as directed by your guide, do not remove 
any artifacts, maintain the tranquility of the surrounding areas 
and leave only your footprints on the ground.

Aimeliik State 
+680 544-2967
asgov544@gmail.com

Ngaraard State
+680 824-4490
demok@palaunet.com

Airai State
+680 587-3511
airaigov@palaunet.com

Ngarchelong State
+680 488-2871 / 855-2967
ngerch@gmail.com

Angaur State 
+680 488-5280 / 277-2967
angaurstate@palaunet.com

Ngardmau State
+680 488-1401 / 747-2967
ngardmaustategovt@palaunet.com

Hatohobei State
+680 488-2218
hsg@palaunet.com

Ngaremlengui State
+680 733-2967
ngeremlenguistategovt@gmail.com

Kayangel State
+680 4882766 / 876-2967
kayangel@palaunet.com

Ngatpang State
+680 535-2967 / 2968
ngatpangstategov@palaunet.com

Koror State
+680 488-2439 / 8738
coastalmanagement@kororstate.org

Ngchesar State
+680 488-2636 / 622-2967
ngsgov@palaunet.com

Melekeok State
+680 654-2967
melekeokgov@gmail.com

Ngiwal State
+680 679-2967
nsgmik@palaunet.com

Peleliu State
+680 488-1817 / 345-2967
peleliustate@palaunet.com

Sonsorol State
+680 488-1237
sonsorol@palaunet.com

State Offices
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PALAU VISITORS AUTHORITY
Tel: (680) 488-1930/2793   Fax: (680) 488-1453

Email: pva@pristineparadisepalau.com
www.pristineparadisepalau.com

@pp_palau       Pristine Paradise Palau


