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For additional information on this or any other Registered site, please 

contact: 

Bureau of Arts and Culture (Palau Historic Preservation Program), 

Ministry of Community and Cultural Affairs, P.O. Box 100, Govern-

ment of Palau, Koror, Republic of Palau  96940.  Tel. (680) 488-

2489/3361 ◊ Fax (680) 488-2657/3594  Email: hispres@palaunet.com 

It  is necessary to contact the state prior to travel for state government visitation permis-

sion:  Airai State Office in Airai (680) 587-3511               

For travel information and road conditions contact: Palau Visitors Authority: (680) 488-

2793/1930 

This brochure has been financed, in part, by the National Park Service, U.S.   

Department of the  Interior and Palau Historic Preservation Program, Bureau of 

Arts and Culture.  However, the contents and opinions in the brochure do not 

necessarily reflect views or policies of the two agencies, nor does the mention of 

trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation 

by them. 

Regulations of the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibit discrimination in the 

departmental Federally Assisted Programs on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, age or disability.  Any person who believes he or she has been discriminat-

ed against in any program,  activity, or facility operated by a recipient of Federal 

assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S.     Depart-

ment of the Interior, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C.  

20013-7127. 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

Given the importance of this site to Palauans in terms of their history and culture 

and the concerns that exist in regard to its future, those visiting the site should 

not engage in any type of behavior or activity that disturbs the integrity of this 

site or diminishes the respect that should be accorded to it. 

PALAU HISTORIC PRESERVATION GUIDELINES   

Because of the importance and sensitivity surrounding this and all historical regis-

tered sites, the Palau Historic Preservation Office would like to emphasize proper  

conduct for visiting a site through the following guidelines. 

1) Remember to take everything you bring to the site when you leave. 

2) Do not remove anything from the site.  Although you may not think some-

thing is significant to the site, all pieces make up the whole. 

3) Remember that many sites include culturally sensitive areas and therefore be-

havior should be always be respectful. 

Ii er a Itemruchel/ Itemruchel Cave 

 Site No.  B:IR-2:29 

 

 

Itemruchel Cave is a prehistoric cave in Ngerusar 
region, entered the Palau Register of Historic Plac-
es in the year 2000, as one of the most significant 
prehistoric cave in Ngerusar rock Islands. In the 
past, a traditional young men club of Ngerusar by 
the name of Ngaraklasekl used the cave as a gath-
ering place to discuss fishing matters and fishing 
trips especially when Ngerusar village was plan-
ning a feast (mur) or klechedaol (invited guests) 
coming to the village. The round depression at the 
floor  of the cave was used by the Ngaraklasekl  to 
pound dub, a type of tree whose leaves are poison, 
which would then be used to catch many fish.  

 

In the past local people were mainly plying be-
tween village by rafts and the cave was frequented  
by those coming from trip exhaustion or escaping 
inclement weather. When Yapese were in Palau 
quarrying balang from rock islands, circa :1700’s, 
those who were on the Ngerusar rock islands lived 
in the cave too. 



Omesodel a Ii er a Itemruchel (B:IR-2:29 ) 

 

A Ii er a Itemruchel a siliseb er a omsengelel a klalo 
er a ibetel a cherechar el Palau Register of Historic 
Places er a rak er a 2000 (9/29/2000), el tang er a 
klou a ultutelel el olsechall er a ibetel a cherechar el 
ngar er a chelebacheb er a Ngerusar. A Ngaraklasekl 
el cheldebechel er a remekekerei el sechal er a  Nge-
rusar er a irechar, a uluusbech er ngii el ua el birir el 
bo er ngii e melib e mengetmokl a tekoi er a omenged 
er a beluu. Tireka el Ngaraklasekl a ldu te mle meau 
er a re Ngaraimiich el klobak er a Ngerusar. Me sei el 
bo er ngii a sikes el mo omurech a uel, e te oltak er a 
rubak el mo er a sikes. A klou el chaibibeob el del-
luchel el di ngar er a belngel tia el klou el chelsel a ii a 
mle orsachel er a dub. Me sei el le bo el kirir el mo er 
a chei el mo melub, e te mo er a ked me te ongakt a 
dub el kerrekar me a chemrert el mo er a Ii er a 
Itemruchel me te remusech er a chelsel tia el orsachel 
e mo er a chei. A llel a chemrert a lolab el melub a 
klsebuul e le ng diak el mad er a llel a dub. Tia el tele-
tael er a omenged a di mle usbechall sei el ngar er 
ngii a klou el usbechel a ngikel er a beluu el kirel a 
chelsang.  

Tia el Ii er a Itemruchel a dirrek el mle klou a belkul el 
mo er a omerael er a  daob er a irechar el mle olen-
grull e euatel er a mekngilt el ianged a el bo er ngii. 
Aike el mla mo er ngii el urreor er a Ongelungel er a 
irechar el melsubech er ngii er a taem er a Sebangiol, 
Dois, me a Siabal, e a recheldebechel er a beluu el 
mla er a ureor er ngii, a uluusbech  er a Itemruchel el 
kiei er ngii e oureor.  Me a rechad er a Beluulechab el 
millasech a balang er a chelebacheb er a Ngerusar 
(Circa: 1700’s), a dirrek el mlo tuab er a Ii er a 
Itemruchel. Ng okiu aika el mla medung el bebil  er a 
cheldechedechal tia el Ii er a Itemruchel, e ng kirel  
meketmokl e mo medechel el ta  er a klou a belkul el 
olsechall er a beluu er a Ngerusar, Airai State. 
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