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1.  INTRODUCTION

The 1956 archeclogical program in Carpenters® Court ves
undertaken as an emergsney measure to salvage all inforwetion
w-MM!ﬁ“Wt&thﬂmhm
aree might sericusly damage or destroy structures and data pertain-
ing to the history of Carpenters® Hall apd its surroundings.

Funds from the landscaping project were approjriated for
archeological lsbor and materials, and six laborers were employed
for the program.

Work wae comcentrated in two different perts of Carpenters’
Court. The area lmmediately to the south of New Hall wes explored:
1t contains & circular brick-lined pit (designated "Pit B" by
thx"mrmmm)msm
couplete brick ecistern (Feature 13). Secondly, three tast Lrenches
vere sxcavated in the courtway between Chestnut dtreet snd Carpenters’
Hall.

Peatures 1 and 13 vere stwiled to determine their use, age,
structure, and possible sssociation with the Carpenters’ Cospany.
The test trenches in the allayway vere excavated in an attempt to find
evidence of the nature and extent of historic peving features and with
mwamm#-wummmAfmlmwlm.

Resulte 4in each of the sreas will be discussed separately




I1. THE ERICK-LINED PIT

The results of documentary research® had led me to the
conclusion that Peature 1, the large brick-lined pit some ten feet
south of New Hall (Fig. 10), represented the remains of & necessery
constructed 4n 1T70-TL by the Carpenters® Company,> and deseribed
numummmsrmamm.“am,
Muum,memmzmsmmuMuh-,h
mim.umm.é

Iocal tradition held that the Lrick structure represented
e well used by the Carpenters' Compsny during the ninetesnth century,
and some persons suggssted it might be the remains of a cistern built
NWMMMWHSIW!BMW‘MJ

The approximate dimensions and loecation of the feature hed
been determined by minor testing some wonths earlier. The pit,
before excavation, was covered with arched brick rocfing (Fig. 1)
vhich, in my opinion, was of nineteenthecentury date and of minor
importance, Removal of this roof and cleering of the ares Lmedistely
swrounding the pit enabled us to go ahead withithe excavation of the
interior.

The £ill of the upper 15 feet of the pit was composed of
clay and heavy rubble, consisting of brick and brick fragments, mortar,
plaster, and wood. It beld few artifacts, all of late nineteenth-
century date. ‘This fill vas obvicusly dusped into the pit &t one
time when the pit was fimally sbandoned &8s a functional structure.

There vas no evidence of stratifiestion.




Below the 15 foot level (3.3 feet City Mean Datum),
hovever, the nature of the fill changed abruptly. From this level
to the bottom of Peature 1 at 16,5 feet (1.8 feet C.MiDs) and on
dovn to the bottom of Peature 2 (see below) at 22.2 feet (= 3.9 feet
CoMoDs) the contents of the structure consisted of & blackishegreen,
tightly compacted, feculent soil literally filled with artifacte
ranging in date from the mideeighteenth to late nineteenthecenturye
he mature of this soil left little doubt s to the use of the
structure.

As the floor of Feature 1 was clesned, we discovered
snother, smaller, brick-lined pit extending downvard some 3.7 feet.
The sscond pit vas designated Peature 2., It is situated & little
southwest of the center of Peature 1 (Figs. 2 and 10).

Feature 1 is a nearly oircular structure vhich averages
9% feet in diameter, slthough 1t is @ little smaller than this &t
the bottom and & little larger at the top. It is well constructed
of dry laid brick (stretchers). The lowest course is composed of
headers set directly on hard sand and projecting approximately 0.35
foot inwerd from the imner face of the wall (Fig. 3)« At the top of
the west side, nine courses of & corbeled roof remained (Fig. 4),
and I consider this portion the only remnant of the original roof.
From the lover edge of this roof to the floor of Feature 1 weasures
15 feet, the depth described for the privy constructed in 1T770-Tl.
The width is close, but not eactly the 9 feet 2 inch dlemeter
deseribed in the Carpenters® Coupany Account Books




In direct contrast to the construction of Feature 1,
Feature 2 16 so poorly laid up as to make one assume it vas either
built for temporary purposes or built under difficult conditions.
It, too, is of dry laid stretichers, but with many gaps and uneven
courses, The lowest course, stretchers in this case, wvas laid
on boards which are nov rotted to a pasty consistency. Three
feet above the bottom, in an attempt to true up the courses, another
board had been lald and subsequent courses rested upon this.
Peature 2 f{e approximmtely 3 feet in dismeter and extends 5.7 feet
below the bottom of Feature 1 (Fige 5).

I believe that Feature 2 is the "well" sunk in the
Carpenters® Company privy in 1840 “to correct the foul smell arising
tmﬁhl“."a

In my opinion, archeclogical examination of Features 1 and
2 bas proved without doubt that they represent the 1T70-T1 necessary
pit.

Peature 1 is too large to have been a vell, No structure
koown to be & water well in this ares even approaches Feature 1 in
sizes 'The diameter and depth of Feature 1 are in close agreement
-mmmm«mlﬂo-nﬂm The structure is
not & eistern, since dry laid brick does not form & waterproof con-
tainer. As we shall see below, the 1811 cistern actually lies &
few feet to the northeast, The age of the artifacts recovered from
the organic layer at the bottom of Feature 1 coincides wvith & history
vhich includes clemning in 179% and again in 1840, Thus, there are
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a fev eighteenth-century articles, more from the early uineteenth
contury, and & great many of middle and later nineteenthecentury
date. As noted above, the "well" in the bottom of Feature ) is
in accordance with documented work done in 1540,

The most surprising thing sbout Feature 1 is the late
date to vhich it continued in use, A majority of the artifacts
from the layer of organis soil in the bottom of the privy must be
dated in the last Walf of the nineteenth century. While the entire
collection from the pit has not yet been analyzed, ccme of the wore
obvious and easily datable objects from the organic layer arves

1., An sarthenvere shaving soap container inscribed

2¢ A UsSe Nickel five-cent piece vhich, although its

3. A molded glass bottle made for "E. Roussel's
Superior Mineral Waters" by the Dyottville Gless




Prom the artifact content, then, it is apparent that the
privy was used until well into the last half of the nineteenth cen-
tury, Dmpinetion of the inswence surveys of New Hall indicates
thet in 1561 the thres-story privy sddition over Feature ) contained
vater-closets with valnut seat risers and lids and a china urinal.
These facilities apparently still dumped directly into the yurivy pit.
A resurvey of 1899 states that there is "a flush water-closet in
place of the former ‘privy’-Urinal removed=-." > 1his, I believe,
indicates plumbing had been installed by this date snd the jrivy pit
vas no longer in use. The rill material in Featwe ) contained no
close dating evidence, but portions of an embossed chira urinal were
recoversd, and it 18 possible these are the remains of the urimal
referred to above.

Features ) and 2 were refilled with earth as a preservation




III. THE CISTSRN

On November 13, 1950, I wvas informed by Landscape
Architect warren Lewis, EODC, that telephone workwen hed run into
8 brick structure vhile excavating @ telephone line trench between
Nev jiall and Carpenters’ Hall, just & fev feet northeast of Peature
1. BDanination proved the structure (noted FPeature 13) to be &
large cementelined brick eistemn, still containing wvater. Here,
obviously, was the Carpenters® Company‘s 1011 eistern, built to re-
uznmmnum.n

With laborers from the Maintensnce Division, I uncovered
the top of the eistern, messured, and photographed it (Figs. 6 and 10),

The cistern is & large ones 10,3 feet in cutside dismeter
and 12,0 feet deep. It contained approximmtely 2 feet of mud in
8.5 feet of water. The arched roof, of headers, is complete except
for the 2 feet vide pump pipe hole in its top and & narrow section
broken out to allow the passage of modern pipes serving Carpenters®
Hall, The dameged portion had been patched with a concrete cap.
The cement lining of the eistern is 3/ to 1 inch thick on the side
valls, but does not extend up onto the roof. There is no indication
of an entry piye. The top of the cistern 1s some Ll.5 feet below
present surface (17.0 feet CoMeDe)e dince the structure will not
interfere with proposed landscaping, it was filled vith earth and
will be lef't intact.




IV, THE COURT

The first test trench in Carpenters! Court jroper wves
excavated along the west side of the pavement 4.4 feet to 46.4
feet south of the Chestout Street curb, This is in the generel
area vhere we hoped to find resmants of the earliest known well
mmmaﬁmwmmwu'm"mxm.”
The second test trench ran from the east side of Test Trench 1 to
the sust edge of the Court, Its north face was 3B.b feet south
of the Chestout Street curb. Test Trench 3 was excavated easte
vest across the Court 48 feet north of Carpenters' Hall itself. (Fig.
10).

No indications of a well were found in Test Trench 1, nor
wvas any def'initive evidence recovered as to the dimensions of
Carpanters® Court in any previcus period. Immediately under the
modern concrete valk was & layer of large fragments of drecsed stone
vhich vore striking in their cize. m&mrmﬁMl
half a foot or more in thickness. One of the fragments had been
carved as if to receive & pipe or post (Fige T)e It is doubtful
that these stones are from a previocus jeving of the Court. Ve have
no documentary evidenoe of such stone paving, and the stones appear
too thick to have been used as flagstones. Ferhaps they are rubble
from scwme nearbdby building.

All further archeological evidence in Test Trench 1 to a
depth of approximately 4.5 feet had been destrayed by intrusive
utility lines,




At & depth of 6 feet below grade (10 feet C.MiD.),
ve did, hovever, uncover & bed of herd sand (mixed with mortart)
1n vhich there vere set soms brick (Fige 8). This is definitely an
eurly paving leve) but not much more can be said about it. No
artifects vere associsted with the yaving, but it probebly dates
from bafore 1796, vhen Carpenters® Court was raised to meet the new
mcmzmm.m It 1z interesting to note that when
the nev paving was accomplished in the Court, the previous peving
was taken up. This may sccount for the scarcity of evidence
mmmm.u

Extension of Test Trench 2 from Test Trench ) tc the sast
side of Carpenters' Court revealed no nev evidence of note. The
trench vas terminated when it met the foundation wall of the ga.
1847 building on the Pemberton House site (Fig. 9)e Purther up the
Court the original ground level was higher than toward Chestnut Street.
The old ground surfacs was Tound in Test Trench 3 to be only 1.6 to
2 feet below present surface (16,5 to 16.1 feet CoMeDe)s Two bricks
and & cobblestone which way bave been part of an historie paving were
found at the level of the old soil line, but there vas no sbssdute
evidence that they were s0 used.

No other important archeclogical evidence was recovered,
and once again nineteenth century wallswere found on the east side
of the Court.

By & projection of the originmal ground levels as found

9




in the test trenches and & comparison with existing gredes, we
‘can see thet whereas the ground level mow slopes only ebout

2.2 feat in the 200 feet from Carpenters® Hall to Chestout Street,
it originally sloped about 5.2 feet over the same distance. ‘There
vas also wmore slope from west to east in the early level than in

the present paving.




Y. CONCIUSIONS

The archeological investigation in Carpenters® Court
proved the existence, location, and neture of the Carpenters®
Coapany®s 1T70-T1 privy and their 1611 eistern; provided ine
formation on eighteenth-century ground levels in Carpenters®
Courty and indicated that early paving in the Court was bLriek
or brick and cobblestone, Unfortunately, the location of the
early well was not determined, nor were we successful in dee
limiting the exact size and mature of early yaving in the Court.

A collection of artifects was recovered, mostly from
the privy. The complete study, amslysis, and cataloging of this
collection must be postponed, but cursory examination hes shown
it rich in complete or nearly complete cerumic vessels, glassvare,
and bome and ivory articles of an mmesing wariety. It represents &
sort of cross section, in miniatwve, of the articles used by tenants
of Carpemters’ Court for scme 100 years. As such it is & valusble
addition to the Independence National Historical Park archeological
collection.
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Vi. NOTES

Schumacher, l‘:l Je '.I,M Date,"” Chagter IV,
oim b oL pSna Npn Bl

August, 1950, Chapter II, Section 3, Page 12, and
Chapter IV, Section 1, Page 3. ,

Penjamin Loxiey's Memorandum Book, John He Dilks, Jre,
Fapers, Historieal society of Peunsylvania.

Account Book, January 18, 1771, Carpenters® Cosgsny Libwary.

Mimtes of the Committee, 1792-1795, MsS, Carpenters’ Cospeny.

Munaging Committee Rough Mimutes, 1036-1857, M5, Carpenters’
Company. The privy in this instance vas noted as being
4n the rear of the Hall" which, I believe, refers to
ew Hall, that that structure being cceupied by the Carpenters®
Company during the pericd in question.

Minutes of the Managing Committee, May 1, 1611, Carpenters®

Compoiy «
Managing Committee Minutes, 1836-1857, Mss, Carpenters®
Comgauy. "[1/ Jees resolves that the Superintendent

be authorized to have the Privy in the rear of the Imll
clemned and deepened in such & menner as to correct the

m from the SMe e

. in favor of Wm. Comdtt for cash padd
wmmmmwasmuu-nns.ﬁ.'
Fhilsdelphie City Directories, 1H50-1555.

o 2, S SN S 780

Mh WW, + A conteuporary yrint
s establishment at 1lb Chestaut Street

T e AR
Fhiladelphia City Directories, 1050-1861.
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13 Contributionship Resurvey of No. m’“ﬂ. November 12, .I.BG)..
and April 13, 1099,

1, Geo Note T, above.

15 Wardens Book, Carpenters® Company.

16, "Historic Grounds Report for Carpenters' Hall and .
Court in Independence lational Historical Park, "August,
1958, Chapter II, Gection 3, Pages 23,

17« Carpenters® Company®s Account with Benjamin Taylor, 7/12/1796
in box of miscellansous c-n-m;-' m'

Library. wnmmdmﬁ,m.




The arrov seen in the photogrephs
points north snd is marked in one
inch divisionse.




Figwre l.
Vaulted roof of Feature 1 before removal.
m-mwmummmnm
mmmmcmwn

mwm-mwmumm.
Locking northeast.
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Figow 2.
Interior of Features 1 and 2 after excavation.
e large stone in the couth vall of Peature 1

protruded through the brickwork. The :
apparently sirked around it rather then try and

remove it.
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Figure 3.
Lowest courses of Feature 1 showing
header course set directly on hard
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Flgae e
Looking dosn into Prature 2 from
floor of Festure l.






w wmm
I
mm

I






Figure 9.

Nineteentheceontury building remains
in east end of Test Trench 1.
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