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I. Introduction

Franklin Court (Area €, Independence National Historical Park)
includes the Fhiladelphie yeroperty owned by Benjamin Franklin on which
he built his home, three terements, and & print shop. The area and
the historical remains therein are intimately associated with Frenklin,
& figure of primery rational lmportance: statesman, scientist, sage,
Awerican legend.

It is thus incumbent upos us to bend every effort and to use every
availsble means to develop this site for the interpretation of the
Froanklin story to the American people. FPrevious work has demonstrated
that & complete archeclogical jrogrem, combined with eximustive docu-
mentary research, will offer the best meens of achieving this sim..

II. Gereral Recommendations

This area to be investigated and developed now lies under Orianna
Street or beneath "modern” bulldings along its sides. For ressons of
ecorcny andi orderly procedure, I feel no Durther srcheclogy should be
undertalen in Fresklin Cowrt wntil (1) all remsining buildings have been
demolished, (2) the street has been permmnently closed to traffic, and
(3) all utilisies under the street have been rendered inoperative and
their lines abandoned.

The known historic structures lie wholly or partially beneath
buildings nov stending in Orismne or Market Streete (see Fig. 1) In
order to have the greatest flexibility in exploring the remsins of the
historic structures, it will be necessary to undertake excavations
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after the present bulldings have been demolished, prefersbly in line
with recoamendations contained in Section III of thie report. BExe
cavation prior to complete demolition would result in partial or
expensive piece-menl exploratiocn and would necessitate expensive
backfilling oparations to protect archeclogical features from a
subsequent demolition program.

The resmins of Franklin's home rest partially beneath present
Orianna Street. The street must be destroyed and the area beneath
it excavated to depths up to seven feet. 'This, obviously, will
require the closing of the street to all traffic, If the street
ng been permanently closed, there will be no necessity of refilling
any remmins and repairing the street. The best possidility of finding
traces of the print shop mentioned above, incidently, is also under
the street near the northemn end.

mmmwmmmmfmumm
run bensath Oriamna Street, with branches to serve the buildingss®

A e e

A 6" water line

A Bell Telephone cable

A 6" gme line

A Fniladelphia Electric Company cable

In addition, there are eight manholes. The various cables and
pipes vary in size, but the deepest penetration seems to be about three
and one-half feet below ground level. All lines do not run the entire
length of the street, and wfortunately they are thickest over the

yosition of the Franklin home. All will have to be disrupted, and




At will be best if they can be permenently removed under supervision
of the Fark Archeclogist at the time of escavation.

III. Demolition Recommendations

The vey the demolition program in Franklin Cours is planned, and
mwuumm.mwmdmmme
of the area, PFailure to make adequate plans, to write such plans
mmutmm.mummtmumam
a8 possible may well result in destruction of jriceless archeological
data.

Reference to Pigure No. 1 will show that eleven buildings now
stand in Aves Ci Hoe. 314, 316, 318, 320, and 322 Market Street; and
os. 10, 12+2h, 16, 16-20-22, 24, and 13-15 S. Oriamna Street.} These
" bulldings cen conveniently be grouped into three classes, each class
associated vith possidle reming of decreasing historical importances
(1)mmm'o&-ummm,
(2) those covering buildings constructed by Franklin but not occupied
by, him, and (3) those on yroperty never owned by Franklin,

This classification allowe us %o ocutline a three-fold demolition
program, The buildings of Class 1, consisting of 1214, 16, 18.20-22,
&,mmmmm.ﬁmaumémm,
the existing basements cleaned out, and the remainder of the work left
 for the archeclogical crev, This will permit careful removal of
wm,w.mrmm,muhmmm
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of any archeclogical features remeining beneath the present structures.

The buildings of Class 2, including 316, 318, 322 Market Street
and 10 South Orismne Street, should be demolished by normal procedures
except that walls below grade should be removed by hand and basement
floors should be lef't intact and clean. Archeclogical workmen should
do the sctual removal of basement floors.

The bulldings of Class 3, consisting of 31h and 320 Market Street,
should be removed by normal demolition procedures and the sites left
open and clean af'ter cessation of the work.

An archeclogist should be on hand during all belowe-grade
demolition, regardless of the building involved.

If careful investigation bensath modern basement floors fails
to expose significant features, preparation of the site for landscaping
could be accomplished with new contracts written for final demolition

and clesan-up or filling.

IV. Archeclogical Recommendations

The actusl archeclogical jrogrem in Franklin Court is aimed, of
course, at recovering all possible physical information associsted
with Franklin's home and ite surroundings. Besides the house proper,
documentary evidence indicates the existence of & cosch house and
stabling vith hay-1ofts, & bathing house, & vash house,” and & vell.’
There vas probably also & privy. It is possidle, although doubtful,
that evidence eccncerning Franklin's garden may be recovered, and
pevicus archeclogical research suggests the existence of portions of
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mmmmm.ﬁ As noted above, Franklin also built
three tepements and a print shop &t the Market Street end of the

court, These structures probably alsc hed varicus outbuildings.

Svidence of some or all of these structures may remain beneath the
soil.

In addition to sctual building remains, the recovery of artifacts
esgociated with Franklin is anticipated in view of the results of
t.m'-mmmtm."

I feel the actual archeclogy can be accomplished in six months,
end the program should begin in My to take advantage of the best
Mutmmzm.s Such & schedule would allovw any
necessary stabilization of ruins to be accomplished before the
dventiof frost in the fall.

This timetable would require & labor force of about twelve men.
With & crev of such size, it would be highly desirable to have
archeclogical supervisory assistance. Other more or less specialized
aid reguired would include a draftssan, a full time laboratory
essistent, and clerical help.

Certain special equipment will be necessary Lo euguent the usual
complement of archeclogical tools. Comgressed air hammers and spades

and & mobile compressor will be necessary for street and sidevalk removal,

and might be required in basement floor removal.
In view of the restricted area within which the work will be
accomplished, uvﬂlhmwm,'nlﬂt'ntm, the use




of & dump truck for removing rubble and back dirt. iuch of the area
may well be left open, depending on what 1s found, and considersble
£411 will probably have to be trucked away.

Mr. Schumecher very wisely, I think, pointed cut the advisability
of having & field affice on the site.” However, in view of the fact
that we desire to sccomplish all demclition at once, I suggest the
congtruction of & wooden field office im lieu of retaining one of
the present buillings for such & purpose, a8 was proposed by Mr, Schumacher.
A simple building of the type built by most contrectors, would suffice.
It should include desk and drewing board space, work syace for yre-
liminary artifect analysis, and storage space for tools.

he srcheclogical work iteelf muet conform to the most rigorous
application of acceplted archeclogical techniques in the excavation of
the area and the recoxrding and study of finds. If, as proposed, the
vork takes place during the sumer months, it will undoubtedly excite
congiderable interest among visitors and should prove an admireble
intergretive opportunity to illuminate archeological research techniques,
the Ferk development story, and the story of Benjamin Frenklin., Suitsble
interpretive devices should be installed and the aree should certainly
be o part of the guided tour itinerary. It might even prove advisable
to keep uniformed persomnel on hand to explain the project to interested
visitore.

v. Development Recommendations

It ie imposgible to make detalled plans for the develoywent of the

of the area before archeological research is completed, but I think 4% is
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'aumuntmwunnn-omummm
mtmmwm.m
mw.m'-mm,uwmm
mmtsmmmmammmmm
be recovered. mwm,ﬁummmuwrmm
for all planning. We know the cellar of the house contained the
nm.muwumtmmmmwmummm.
muwum.m,xmwmumum‘
fod exhibited 89 they are fowd. Ruins, as such, ayyerently have &
great interest to the average American. Yet aside from that aspect,
mmnmwmm:mmuuummmu
m'smummammuﬁm-nmm
pericod. Nw'm,MMMMm,mu
incomplete, should be exhibited. lio reconstruction or mock-up can
mlmumd't-h“dmummum“h
original ruins.
rmmmumwm.mmmh
muuu,mummummmm.mm,
an integral yart of the home. |
xm,mmem.mmmuutm
wm‘-mmummaumm.
mummnmmtmu,uxmu,nutmm
flexible. mtwtmfmmtundmm,
mmmmmumm,um
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treatmont suggesting the pericd buildings or %o eabibit of the sctual
reuning (this would prodebly be laes meaningtul here then at the
Precklin howoe site).

e reusinder of the court ehould be tastellly and simply
reatad to sugment the interpeetive purpose of the area. A sumll
maeus; enclosing valle; and ladsmjlng suggeetive of fMrecklin's
grden, yard, and cervisge lone would be most suiteble.

Vi, Dudget Bstisate

1 estismte that the archeologieal progrem in Precklin Cowrt,
ivcluding roine stabilisation, could bo scocuplished vith the fullowing
bdget., This 1s based cn jresest wvage levels:

ala
7 archeclogist, 6 months {2,780.00

w:“, 6 monthe 1,707.5%
Clariconl aid

08-3 olevk~typist, 6 months 1,587.50
W E“m 1,804 .50
A 3,000,060
Construction of {ield office 500,00
Photogreply 200,00
Buing suabilimstion 5,000.00
Ceveral labosr

12 1svorers, & moothe -2 TR0

TUML $30,308.20
™ s ostinate doos ot include mol-excavation help Lrvolved in




the care and treatment of artifacts or in report writing.
Vii. Conclusions

This plan is the result of considerable thought and study,
It offers, I believe, & plan of action vhich will exable us to do &
thorough Job and %o do it efficiently. ‘The importacce and location
of this site set 1t apart. It is far above averege in the interest
it will drew; in the eriticism, both good and bad, wve may expect
during the project; and in the finel judgement accorded our development
and interpretation of the avea. I feel the plan contained herein
will erable us to do & job vhich is & credit to Independence National
Historical Fark and to the National Fark Service.
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