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Purpose 

The purpose of this standard operating procedure (SOP) is to describe the stratification used in this 

protocol. Stepwise procedures for creating strata with appropriate depth information are described in 

SOP SEA03 Creating a Seagrass Layer, Merging with Bathymetry Layer, and Assigning Strata—

Version 1.1 (SFCN 2022). 
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Procedures 

The stratification for the SFCN seagrass protocol will be based initially on depth within soft-bottom 

habitat (unconsolidated habitat) classified as seagrass. This SOP uses the actual mapped polygons 

from the benthic habitat maps from each park along with bathymetry data to create the strata. Soft-

bottom polygons with seagrass are merged into a single shapefile layer. This shapefile is then split 

further based on depth class. These procedures are detailed in SOP SEA03 Creating a Seagrass 

Layer, Merging with Bathymetry Layer, and Assigning Strata—Version 1.1 (SFCN 2022).  

For all parks, seagrass habitats will be stratified as follows: 

Depth:  

• less than 5 meter (16.4 ft)  

• 5–15 meter (16.4–49.2 ft) 

• greater than 15 meter (49.2 ft) 

Literature Cited 
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