8 October 2003
SUBJECT: Survey of World War Il (WW Il) Harbor Defense Sites on Hoffman and Swinburne Islands

On 28 August 2003 the Gateway National Recreation Area (GNRA) allowed Jim Bournazos, Alex Holder,
Gary Paliwoda, and Leo Polaski (all students of United States harbor defense history) to visit Hoffman and
Swinburne Islands. The purpose of the effort was to locate and determine the condition of three WW Il U.
S. Army harbor defense sites--specifically the mine observation station on Hoffman Island and the two
90mm gun blocks on Swinburne Island.

Hoffman Island (mine observation station). During WW Il the Harbor Defenses of New York deployed a
large number of controlled submarine mines. These were U.S. Army mines organized into three tactical
commands, Tactical 10 at Fort Hancock, Tactical 25 at Fort Tilden, and Tactical 15 at Fort Wadsworth.
Tactical 15 had five groups of mines (usually 19 mines per group) controlled from the mine casemate
located in disarmed Battery Richmond. The command station for Tactical 15 (MC 15) was located on Fort
Tompkins. Two observation stations were used to track target vessels. The plotting room at the mine
casemate used data from the observation stations to determine target location. This, in turn, allowed
selection of the appropriate mine to be fired by the operating room, also located at the mine casemate.
One observation station (M 2/15) was at Norton Point, Coney Island, and the other (M 1/15) on Hoffman
Island. Both stations were concrete, one story, above ground, and practically identical in size and
appearance. See TAB A for detailed and general information regarding Hoffman Island’s mine observation
station and its relation to other parts of the controlled mine defenses of New York during WW II.

Status (28 August 2003) of mine observation station, Hoffman Island. The mine station was located near
the seawall on the eastern side of the island. See TAB A, sheets A-3 and A-4(b.). Only concrete
foundation ruins remain. Apparently the station was deliberately demolished along with all other
structures on the island. Positive identification of the site was made using a plan of the station. The steel
circular mount for the azimuth instrument post and the iron steam radiator remain as shown on the plan.
See TAB A, sheet A-4(c.), and photos (print and 35mm slide) at TAB C.

Swinburne Island (two 90mm gun blocks). Six 90mm anti-motor torpedo boat (AMTB) batteries were
employed by the Harbor Defenses of New York during WW Il. Two were at Fort Hancock, and one each
was at Rockaway Point, Norton Point, Miller Field, and Swinburne Island. The purpose of these batteries
was close in defense against enemy surface craft and protection of controlled mine fields. Each battery
usually had two fixed 90mm guns, two mobile 90mm guns and two 37mm or 40mm guns. Swinburne
Island’s AMTB battery, however, had only two fixed 90mm guns which were mounted on concrete gun
blocks, 14 feet in diameter. See TAB B, sheet B-3(b.). TAB B contains general and detailed information
regarding Swinburne Island’s 90mm guns.

Status (28 August 2003) of the two 90mm gun blocks, Swinburne Island. The two gun blocks are located
at the southern end of the island. See TAB B, sheet B-2. Wave action has badly damaged the riprap
seawall and has torn away the wooden crib and earth fill that originally surrounded the gun blocks. The
number one gun block has not yet shifted; however, the number two gun block has been undermined
and has tilted forward. Should the seawall be restored, both gun blocks would most likely be covered.
See photos (both prints and 35mm slides) at TAB C.

All who participated in this historical site survey of Hoffman and Swinburne Islands appreciate and give
special thanks to Felice Ciccione, Chief Curator of GNRA, and Phil Melfi, Park Ranger, GNRA, for their
efforts in coordinating both necessary permissions and transportation. Thanks also to Tom O’Connell,

Supervisory Park Ranger, GNRA, who as boat captain provided safe and efficient transportation to the
islands.



This report prepared by Alex Holder, 19 Harbor Heights Road, Scituate, MA 02066.



TAB A (HOFFMAN ISLAND)

Sheet Number Subject

A-1 General description, U.S. Army controlled mines
A-2 WW Il controlled mines, New York

A-3 Plan of Hoffman Island

A-4 Mine observation station, Hoffman Island

A-5 Mine command station , Fort Wadsworth

A-6 Mine casemate, Fort Wadsworth

A-7 Mine observation station, Norton Point
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TAB B (SWINBURNE ISLAND)

Sheet Number Subject
B-1 General description, fixed 90-mm gun
B-2 Plan of Swinburne Island

B-3 90mm battery, Swinburne Island
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Usual guns: M1 M3 F]XEd MOllllt fOl‘ 90 mim Gllll Pub liched gk | ,‘;

CDSo- phtg_s
Carriages Built:?? (G qar
Original Emplacements: e s 3 ; : o
about 225
Time Emplaced: 1943-1946

Number of Bolts: 16
Circle Diameter: 3 10”

Notes: concrete block 14
feet in diameter, often with
collar remaining, and a
rectangular conduit hatch
adjacent to bolt circle.

Complete AMTB battery
consisted of fwo 90 mm
guns on fixed mounts, two
90 mm gun on mobile
(M1AT) mounts and two 37
mm or 40 mm guns on
mobile mounts. Some AMTB
batteries featured only
mobile armament,

The mobile mounts M1, M2
and MTAT are not shown in
this guide.

Carriage weight: 4115 Ibs

Maximum/minimum elevation:
+80 / -10 degrees

Turning radius: 360 degrees

gun: M1
Weight: 1,495 Ibs
Length: 50 calibers

Top: From T™M 4-210

Middle: AMTB Clatsop Spit, Fort Stevens,
HD Columbia River, 1992. (MAB)

Bottom: In Battery Parrot, at Fort Monroe,
1990. (TM)
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TAB C (PHOTOS--HOFFMAN and SWINBURNE ISLANDS)

Print #1--mine observation station, Hoffman Island
Print #2--90mm gun blocks, Swinburne Island
Print #3--90mm gun block #1, Swinburne Island
Print #4--90mm gun block #2, Swinburne Island

Slide #1--mine observation station, Hoffman Island
Slide #2--90mm gun blocks, Swinburne Island
Slide #3--90mm gun block #1, Swinburne Island
Slide #4--90mm gun block #2, Swinburne Island

Photos taken 28 August 2003 by Alex Holder
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