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A. LCT MO, 1, ELOCK F, SHENANDCAH STREET

}. CONSTRUCTION AND ARCEITECTURAL DATA, HOUSES NO, 25 AND 26

e

Lot To. 1, Bloek F, was owned bv the United States Government from 1796
te 1862, The 1803 map cf Harpers Ferry (sec Appendix I ¢f this report} in-
dicales that the Shenandoah Street area at that date was practically an un-
improved area, containing only cne or two log cabins and three stables., &
glance at the 1834 and 1830 maps (see Appendixes 1I and III of this report)
will alsc reveal that Block F and the remainder éf Shenandoah Streest had been
densely uil® up by 1834, 1t is therefore apparent that these houses must
. have been crected between 1803 and 1834 and probably more precisely between
1611 and 1834, |

The buildings situated on Block F were consfructed by either the Govern~
ment or by private individuals as dwellihg houses, In the case of houses
' srected by private inrdividuals, the Government purchased all of their claims
+o these buildings between the years 1822 and 1838.1

Judging by the 1834135 maps, House No, 25 fronted approximately 26- feet
on Sherandoah Street and was about 28 feet deep, The 1913 map (see lppendix
- V11) indicstes that Lot Ne, 1 was occupied at that date Ly a ™two story brick
‘ dwelling®” that fronted on Shenandoah Street 38 feet and was about 21 feet
decp. House Neo. 25 was described on the 1848—51,3.151:3 of Government Dwelling
L ougss as MEricik, two story, with‘shingle racf." | It was valued in 1848 at

#800 and placed in Class 6. -125y" lBSOfthe s&mef‘héiise wae valued at 360C and

1. See Snell, Charles W., ™A Comprehensive History of the Constructicn, Main-
tenance and Numbers of Armory Dwelling Houses, 1796-186¢,” Chapter 1 to VII,
ppel~82, for the detailed story. , '
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Government Dwelling Houses as #orick, cne story, with shingle

bt
o
£

roof,® It was valued at %500 and placed in Class 8§ in 1848, Ey 1850

valued at $40C¢ and placed in Class 10, thus indicating that the houso was in
3

pocr condition. (See 1ot on 1848 and 1852 maps, dppendix IV and V.

In 1852 Heuses Moo 25 and 28, with Lot 1, Block F, woere regerved from

e purlic sale of Government lots, for the use ¢f the United

sune date after 1852 and Lefore 1855, Govermment Dwelling Heuse No, 2

~

House No. 25 was retained for use as an Armory Dwelling jlouse for Covern-

enployees, In July, 1865, Brigadier Ceneral Edward D, Ramsey made & de-

on and repert of the buildinos and stores at Iarpers Tarry.

2% was described in this report as folle

0
[ 2%

"Dwelling Uouse

lo. 4, twe story, brick, lucated on Shenandoah Sireet - In had conditien” und

Dmegliﬂ‘ Fouses Lelonging to the United States
? Reel 13, V.12, p.1185, PList of Dwellino
States at Haipers FPerry, December 31, LEGC.”
ase, Drawer Yo. 4, page 1. "List of Dwelling
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Pehruary, 1833, the numbering system of frmory :
naw sel, which we have not located, It is uypuxkt
iy T cne story House Ho. 26 was demolished. See Snell
crchengive isiory of armery Dwelling llouses,” pp.lli-12C.
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wme property was offered for sals, i1 was deloriled
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Lot 1e 8E Feet frornt on Shenandoah strest, and 166 feet copn Vieod Street, ruh-

nizy Lacs te Hawdlion Street, with front of 235 feet on the same, Line wiin
o ¥
4
No. 2 parallel io Wood Street. DBricx House, cccupied Ly €, C. Johas” (Sre

1369 naep, Appendic VIIL)

>, USES (F HUSES O LCT NC. 1, BLOCK F

J

feuses Noo 28 and 20 were used as Covernment Dweliling louses
Limo of their construction until 1852. Records of

sirustures in the very early perilod have not been found., House No, 28, from

e 1340 to 1848 period, lwwaver, was rented by Armistead M. Ball, whe io

1850 Lecame Master Arnorer at the Armory, al an anmual rent of $7C., Troam 188C
to 1852 the building was next rented by Durett Coates also for §70. a rear.

In 1852, House No. 25 was then occupied by lenry Resed,

Houze No. 26 was rented from the 1840%s to 1848 by Philip Ingle at an annual

vant of $46, Prom 1850 to 1852 the building was next cocupied by Ceorie Nun—

~2

namaser at a rent of P46 a vear.

. Ramsay tu Brige Genl. A. B. Dyer, Chief of Crdanance, July 27, 1855, MNational
Archives R.G.156-Harpers Terry Photostatic Collection. Map Case, Drawer lNo. 10,
rpe

7. ™ist of Dwelling Houses, 30th June 1848,7 Recl 18, V.12, p.l1185., "List
of Dwelling Houses, Dec. 31, 1850,"” p.i. ’Llﬁt of DW?lling Houges, 20tk June
1851,” Reel 18, V.12, p.1177, Also Census of 1850, Reel 10, V.2, £,125.
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At some date after 1852 and before 1855 Heuse Woo 28 was demolished oy

Govarmment as a substandard house, After the removel of similar struc-

tures, the surviving Armory Dwelling Houses were then remunbered and old

Youge Nurmber 25 became fouse No.o 4 on the new lists. Unfortunate no ren

s

s for the 1852 to 1801 period have been located so that it cannot bo deter—

minad who next rented the house after Henry Reed In 1832, Judging by the
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sus cof 1860, however, it apvpears likely the louse No. 2% or Armory Dwelling

4 was ocoupied at that date by the [ollowing two families:
-

#Tlizabeth Roderick, 54, female. Value of personal estates $50. Ecrn
in Md.

Lewis " 31, male, Blacksmith. DBorn in Va,
Susan o 24, female, Born in Md.

Isaac ” 20, telegraph operator, DBorn in Va.
Francis R. * 16, female, Born in Va,

Jacok o 18, wagoner, ® " ¥ nmale,
Charles o 12, male, v m=

Daniel Whalen, 31, male, Laborer, Value of perscnal estate: $40. DBorn
in Ireland. ‘

Mary 'hgifw, female. Born in Ireland, 27
Eilin female, Dorn in Va, 3
Mart

tin ? l male, Born in Va,” 8

HISTORICAL PLANS OF PUILDINGS

No histérical plans of Houses No. 25 and 26 have been found and it is

ghlv unlikely that any will ever be located.

HISTCORICAL PRINTS AND PHOTOCRAPHS

¥o aistorical prints or photographs of Fouse No. 25 or Lot No, 1, made

the 1852 to 1918 period have been found,

Sa

SUMMARY OF HISTORICAL DATA

A, Qunership of the Land

-

Consus of 1860, Reel 10, V.2, p.l76.

-
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Lot No. 1, Block F, was cwned by the United States Government from 179€
to 1869,

B, Construction of House No, 25

Houses No. 25 and 26 were erected at some date between 1811 and 1834 by
either the United States CGovernment or by Armory workmen as dwelling-houses.
House No. 26, a one story brick huilding with a woed shingle roof, fronted
about 50 feet on Shenandoah SBtreet and was approximately 40 feet deep. House
Yo. 26 was demclished in the period 1652-185C.

House No. 25, later known as Armory Dwelling Ho. 4, was a two story
Lrick house with a wood shingle rcof. It fronted on Shenandoah Street 38
fozt and was 21 feet deep. The building was still standing in 1913.

2. Use of louse No, 2§

. Tioth House Ho. 25 and 26 were utilized throuchout the period Lefore the

Civil! War as Government Dwelling Houses for Armory workmen. House He. 26 was

I

demolished in 1852-1855, House Neo. 286 was probably rented Ly the Lewis

5.

Roederick family and the Daniel Whalen family in 1860,

£, LCT NO. 1, BLOCK T, TODAY

Lot No. 1, in 1959, is overgrown with young trees. Surface foundation
ruins of o0ld Heuse Neo. 25 are still visirle, The old Sidewalk is alsc still

in place,
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Cn the follewing two pages are presented historical base maps showing
Flocts P, G and the U, S. Perry Lol on Shenandoah Street in 1859. The meps
have resn traced from the 1913 map in Appendix VII ¢f this repert and the
lots and buildings plotted in to scale on the hasis of evidence presented
in this repurt.

1. SUIMMARY - 1889 HISTCRICAL RASE MAPE

A. Dlock F

1. Lot ¥o. 1. Uwned in 1859 by the United Stahes Covernment.
Armcry Dwelling House No. 4, a two story brick dwelling house, wood shingle
roo®, %1 by 28 feet in size. Erected 1811-34 and used as a Covernment Dwel-
line Zeuse for Armory employess, Probably rented in 1€5% Ly Lewis Rodexicx
ard Daniel Whalen, koth Armory employees, from the United States.

2, Lot Ne, 2, QOwnadin 1858 Ly the United Stales Covernment.

HCL e ox ¥

Armory stable, 1% story brick building, 354 by 35§ feet in size, slate roof.
It 12d a cul stone water table, coping and cornice. FBrected 1847-48 at a

cost of approximately $2,000; probably desicned by Major John Symington,

Surerintendent of the Armorv, Stables For at least six horses., Stone re-

raining walls on the lot erected by the United States in 1856-357.

T, Bleck G

Ovmed Ly the United States Government in 1859, Used as site of

bles from about 1822 fo 1848. From 184§ to 1852

o

Arnory lunber vard and st

m

tsed a5 & lumber vard. These works were entirely destroyed by flood in

. TPz oA
Otales. Tacaat in

C}

1852, Hlock G, was henceforth left vacant by the United
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C. U, 8., Ferrv Lot

Owned in 1859 by United Statgs‘GQvernment. Site of small 14 story framg
toll house of thé Shenandoah Bridge’CQmpany. Let otherwise vacant.

D, Shenandoah Bridge | |

Originally constructed 16843-44.. Thg bridge superstructure was destroyed
by a hurricane in June; 1859, This Qﬁé rebuilt by September 15, 1850; by Mr.
Prench of‘&lexandria, Vas, at a cost of $4,500. The Lridge had twoe stone a-
butments and two Qtone plers, The plers were each 28 feet high, 30 feet lony,
10 feet thick at hase an& 6 feeot thick at the fop, The wooden superstructure
was 375 feet long and had a dggble wagon track, égch track being éppxoximﬁtely
10 feet wide. Due tokshortage of funds, the reconstructed bridoge was not
covered with é roof in 1858,  The bxidée burned by Confederate foroes on June
28, 1861, and was nevvr?reconstructéa on the original site,

2. KECOMMENDATIONS

A. Block T, [%ot Yo, 1 contéina the surface foundation ruins of old

H

Armory Dwelliﬁglﬁouse No. 4. L&qt No. 2 contéins the old 1856-57 stone retair—
ing walls as well as surface ruiné éf structures erected after 1862, | It is
suggested that the ruins on both lofs~£e left untouched and that the area not
he developed.

e Rlock €, This block is vaéént today and has no historie surface ruins
axcept for a strip of‘oid‘river‘retain%ng wall along the kank of the former
Shenandoakh Canal.k It is suggested thét if a future overflow parking area is

raguired that Block G e utilized for this purpcse.
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