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FOREWORD

Restoration architects working at an unusual place
like Harpers Ferry need to know about the physical development
of the community. It helps them with their work by providing
a context within which individual structures were designed and
erected. In the case of Harpers Ferry we know of only one work -
William C. Everhart, A History of Harpers Ferry, Vicksburg,
November 1952 (typeseript). That report deals almost entirely
with the incidents of the Civil War. There is hardly any men-
tion of structures.

Following the Master Plan meeting at Harpers Ferry
in March 1957, Chief Zimmer of the Eastern Office, Division of
Design and Construction agreed to employ for the summer a re-
search architect to see what source material could be found to
throw light on the founding and development of the town. Dr.
James Philip Noffsinger of the University of Kansas (who had
previously spent some time at Harpers Ferry) was engaged to do
this work and spent ﬁhe summer in Washington, D. C. working in
various collections, especially those of the National Archives.
Final touches were put on the volume this Fall, just before he
left for Indonesia. |

The contents of this volume consist mainly:of & narra-
fivé sketch end documents located by--and transcribed under the
direction of--Dr. Noffsinger. A piece on Robert Harper and his
establishment found by Historian John Willett is also included.

Some interesting maps and views found by members of this office
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are reproduced herewith. Many of these items were made avail-
able to the Harpers Ferry staff long ago.

This volume will not serve as light reading. We
advance no claims as to either completeness or literary polish.
It is hoped that it will prove to be a valuable reference work
and that others will be compiled in the future.

From what we have learned so far, the most interesiing
story - after that of John Brown - is the account of how the

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad got through the town.

Charles E. Peterson
Supervising Architect
Historic Structures

EQDC
November 19, 1958
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The Supervising;ﬁrchitect Historic Struétufes; 
Mr. Charles E. Petergon, has cffered invaluable advice and
information in the preparation of the report.  The author
would like to thank, éiso, %the following nefsons whose uh—v

selfish aid and r'uldance were of 1nesr imabvle vaWue to uhe

corpiler of this work: u?. William E. Lind and M. Virgilfn

Baugh, who work under the direction of Dr. Kulsrud in the o

Divisxon of Natural Resources ati the Mational Archives Mrs.
Sarah D Jackscn, Afcm.vw Assistant, who works under the
direction of Miss Dletfluh~ n ‘the 01d Army Secivion at the‘
Jational Archives; Re81dent Archie W. Franzen and H storian
Herbert Kissling of the Natlonal Park Service staff at Har-
pers Ferry, West Virvginia, Mrs. Vetters and lrs. Reynolds

of the National Park gerV1ce, Xaohlncton Office, and Miss

LllllaD Cash of the Hlstor Division of the Wa h;nfton Office

of the Natlonal Park Ser¢ce~

James P, Noffsinger
Philedelphia, Pe.
®ctober 30, 1958
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2ARI 4
ILHE YEARS QF SEIILEMENT

From the beginning, Harpers Ferr;yl was blessed with
three advantageous qualities, each of which complemented the
others. There was an excellent supply of water power, it was
a focus of natural transportation routes, and material resources
were readily available. (These included a bank of iron ore,

a coal area, and much timberland.) Rivers provided, in many
cases, the most rapid means of travel. Harpers Ferry was

2 but

situated not only at a gap in the Blue Ridge Mountains,
also at the confluence of the Shenandoah River and the Potomac
River; and, if portage was used, then a whole series of places,
such as Keys Ferry; Ashbys Ferry and Chester (now Front Royal,
Virginia) on the Shenandoah River and Washington, D.C.;
Sharpsburg, Maryland; Shepherdstown, West Virginia; Williams
Ferry (now Williamsport, Maryland); Barwicks; Warm Springs (now
Berkeley Springs, West Virginia), Cox, Pearsalls (now Romney, West
Virginia), Vanmeters, Hites, and Ft. Pleasant (now Moorefield,
West Virginia)3 were comnected. It should be further men-

tioned that Harpers Ferry was situated between two of the chief
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1. Earlier names for this area include "Shenandoah Fall" in
1719, "The Hole" and "Shenandoah Falls at Mr.Harper's
Ferry" in 1763.. In 1851, "Harpers Ferry" became the
accepted name. :

2. The Blue Ridge Mountains at Harpers Ferry rise to a height
of 1400 feet above sea level or approximately 1000 feet
above the rivers at that place.

3. Seél i} eorge Washington,
RF--1:2,500,000. National Geographic Society, 1931.




transportation rou.tes4 in that area., The shortest passage
from Frederick to either Fredericktown (now Winchester,
Virginia), Charles Town or Antietam’ was through Harpers
Ferry. It is not surprising, then, to find that the first
(traditional) permanent white settler,6 Peter Stev_ens,7 found
there were a sﬁfficient number of travelers through the area
to warrant the establishment of a ferry.8 He, with the
assistance of an Indian known as "Guitterman Tom," began

operating one boat in 1733.9

-._—..--.-—...—-..--..—-,-..——q..—-..--..-———-._.—--s————-.—_-u-.——_—-._.——-—..._—-—-

4. 1Ibid., these are called colonial "highways" on the mep
mentioned in Note 3.

2. Barry, Joseph, Annals of Harpers Ferry, 1872, p. 7

pseudonym Josephus, Jr.)
6. Shawnee Indians occupied this area.

7. 1Ibid., p. 7, Everhart, op. cit., spells his name Stephens,
P. 5. Stephens City (Stephensburg) in Frederick County,
Maryland, was founded in 1732 by Peter Stephens (Stephans).

8. Other ferries in this area include Teague's Ferry (later
called Taylor's Ferry), mentioned as early as 1747. Its
location was on the Potomac River below the mouth of the
Antietam. Vestal's Ferry was on the Shenandosh River in
operation on the site prior to Gersham Keyes' Ferry of

1746. Stutler, Boyd, Captain John Brown and Harpers Ferry,

p. s.
9. Wayland, John Walter, The Germané in the Valley, p. .

k%% about the same time 1734/ William Strope, Israel
Friend, Thomas and Van Swearington, Edward Lucas, James
Foreman, John Lemon, Jacob Hite (son of Joist Hite),
Jacob Vanmeter, and others located in the same vicinity."

10. Joint Committee of Hopewell Friends (assisted by John W.

Wayland), Hopewell Friends Histor -1 Frederick
County, Virginia, 1936. This book gives the impression
that a number of the Quakers were engaged in ironWorking
as an occupation.




tract of land just above Harpers Ferry on the Potomac by patent

1 pe soon began mining iron ore, but

from the State of Virginia.
whether he had erected a furnace here at this early date is
undetermined. It 1s quite possible that he transported this

ore up to his furnaces at the mouth of the Antietam.12 Thomas
Fairfax, the sixth Lord Fairfax, arrived in Virginia in 1736

and immediately began to have his royal grant, "The Northern

Neck of Virginia," surveyed. A map dated August 19, 1737,

of the Northern Neck of Virginia was drawn for Lord Fairfax

by Major Gooch. It seems to indicate that Israelt Friend had

built a home of stone along the Potomac River.13 Another

survey made in 1736 by Benjamin Winslow indicated a resident

on the approximate site of Harpers Ferry named Bernd. Pettersqn.l4
Because of the iron ore present here, the land became known as
"Friends Ore Bank." Israel Friend died in 1753, but his mining
6perations were cohtinued and enlarged and a furnace called

"Keep Tryste!" was erected.l5 Another Quaker or "Friend" named
William Vestal formed a partnership with John Tradan, Richard
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11. Letter from Henry Morfit to P. H. Watson, December 13,
1853, National Archives, Record Group 121, Public
Buildings Service, Harpers Ferry File No. 154.

12. Ihe Jefferson Republican, September 20, 1951, p. 16.

The Antietam furnaces were in operatlon "as early as
1734 "

13. 7Ibid., map not viewed by the writer.

14. ers the American Revolution Magazine, October

1953, "Harpers Ferry as a National Monument," by Mary
Vernon Mish, p. 1143.

15. ZIhe Jefferson Republican, September 20, 1951, p. 16.
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Stevenson and Deniel Burnet and on May 10, 1742,16 arranged to
have Thomas Mayberry build a "Bloomery for making Barr iron,
upon the present plantation of William Vestal lying upon
Shunandore." The terms of the agreement included "not only
the Wooden Works, but all and Sundry, the Iron Works thereunto
Appertaining, and all and Sundry Dam & Dems, Water and Water
courses, in Ample and full menner as may be required."l7 The
Vestal works were located on the banks of the Shenandoah River
about seven miles from Harpers Ferry and its operation centinued
until the Civil War. George Washington, writing in his diary
in 1760, mentions the possibility of setting up an ironworks
on Fairfax's land on the Shenandoah.18 Sometime later,

George William Fairfax and his brother-in-law, John Carlyle,

set up the Bloomery Mills to process iron ore from "Shannondale,"

] 8 peri jpgazine, October
1953, op. c¢it., p. 1143. There seems to be some con-
fusion here, for Mary Vernon Mish states: "On May 10,
1742 William Vestal entered into a partnership with
John Hughes and Thomas Mayberry in connection with his
iron foundry on the Shenandoah. '0Old Bloomery' and the
Cedar Creek Furnaces on the Shenandoah were all a part
of the original Harper's Ferry picture which attracted
the eye of Captain John Hughes, Philadelphia, for many
years a manager for Benjamin Franklin's speculations
in land and commerce, both in the Colonies and in Nova
Scotia,"

17. Joint Committee of Hopewell Friends (assisted by John W.
Wayland), ep. cit., pp. 166, 167.

18. Fitzpatrick, John C., ed., IThe Diaries of George Washington

1748-1799, p. 138.



part of Fairfax's holdings near Harpers Ferry.19 Years later,
in a letier to the Secretary of War dated May 6, 1798, and
written from Mount Vernon, Virginia, Washington mentions the
central location of Harpers Ferry with reference to furnaces
and forges.zo

Peter Stevens had been a squatter on Lord Fairfax's
land for thirteen years when Robert Harper,2l a builder and
millwright, first visited the area. Harper decided to settle

at the place and before long had purchased22 not only the log

19. Ibid., p. 138 footnote. Again this reference is con-
fusing, since the same remark seems to be made about the
Vestal Furnace called "Shunandore." The location of the
“Bloomery" is given in the Jefferson Republican,
September 20, 1951, p. 27, as "at the left of Route 9 going
southeast from Charlestown and just before entering the
Shenandoah River bridge and near where Evitts Run crosses
under the highway."

20. Fitzpatrick, John C., ed., Writings of Washington,
Volume 36, Aug. 1797--Oct. 1798, letter dated May 6,

1798, p. 253.

21. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 7, Barry also provides us with
the following information: Robert Harper--born in England
¢. 1703--at the age of 20 migrated to Philadelphia. He
erected a church in Frankford, but through a defect in the
title it was lost to the congregation. In 1747 the Society
of Friends hired him to erect a church on the Opequon River
near Winchester, Va. On his way there he lodged one night
at an inn in Frederick, Md., and met a German trader, Peter
Hoffman, who, learning of his destination, told him the
shortest and most scenic route was through "The Hole"
(Harpers Ferry). He has been called an architect by some
authors, but this term is perhaps a little optimistie.

22. Stutler, Boyd, op. ¢it., p. 3, Stutler mentions 13 guineas
as the price, while Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 7, records
the purchase to the amount of 50 guineas.




cabin Stevens had built, but alsoc his corn patch and ferry

equipment.23 There was rightfully some question in Robert
Harper's mind concerning the legality of his transaction
with Stevens, and so he made a visit to Greenway, Lord
Fairfax's estate, for the purpose of obtaining a patent.
The agents of Fairfax had experienced some difficulties
with the questionable Stevens and so were delighted to be
able to accommodate Harper. Two patents, one dated April 5,
1751, for 125 acres and one dated April 19, 1762, for 92
acres, were issued in the name of Robert Harper by Lord
Fairfax.24 |

In 1758, Robert Harper was listed as a freeholder
in Frederick County25 (then in Virginia). The ferry continued
in operation apparently, for the Maryland end of the ferry

land was patented to him on July 27, 1757. "It consisted

of 20 acres called 'Dear Bought,' and was described as being

23. Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine, October
1953, op. cit., Mary Vernon Mish states: "In the year
1847 when, in the opinion of the average fur-trader, the
frontier was becoming too crowded for comfort, % % % % % "
This might be one of the reasons Peter Stephans was
willing to move on 1o another area.

2/. An abstract mentioning these patents is in the National
Archives, Record Group 121, Public Buildings Service,
Harpers Ferry File No. 390 Miscellaneous.

25, Hamilton, Stanislaus Murray, Letters to Washington and
Accompanying Papers, Boston and New York, 1899, Volume II
1756-1758, p. 404, "An alphabetical Poll for Frederick
County taken the 24th day of July 1758."



on the bank of the Potomac, opposite the mouth of the

26

Shenandoah . " The ferry was officially approved by the

State of Vifginia in March 1761 in the following manner:

"I. Whereas it is represented to this present
general assembly that public ferries at the places
hereafter mentioned will be of great advantage to
traders and others, Be it therefore enacted, by the
Lieutenant-Governour, Council, and Burgesses, of this
present General Assembly, and it is hereby enacted,
by the Authority of the same, That public ferries
be constantly kept at the following places, and the
rates for passing the same shall be as follow; that
is to say, from the land of Robert Harper, in the
County of Frederick, over Potowmack river, to his
land on the opposite side, in the province of
Maryland, and for a horse the same % % % % % n27

In 1747, there was only one dwéliiﬁg houée at
Harpers Ferry, Stevens' log cabih, in which Robert Harper
was living with his family.28 Probably the quarters were
cramped. Perhaps this fact, along with the flood of 1748
which drove Harper from the cabin29 and the so-called

"Pumpkin Flood" of 1753,30 made him decide to build a house

31

about one-half mile up the Shenandoah River. He also
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26. Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine, October

1953, op. cit., p. 1142,

27. Hening, William Waller; Laws of Virginia, 1823,
Volume 7, pp. 401-402.

28. Bushong, Milard K., A History of Jefferson County
West Virginia, Charles Town, 1941, p. 14.

29. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 8.

30. 1Ibid., p. 9--The name "Pumpkin Flood” is derived from
an excessive number of pumpkins carried downstream from
Indian gardens.

31. Ibid., p. 8--This is the house in which Robert Harper
died in 1782.




constructed é grist mill, and Peter Hoffmen was engaged as
his agent in this area.32 It was not until about 1775 that
Harper moved into his new house,33 however, and shortly after-
ward he began work on a stone residence on Cemetery Hill.

Because so many men, including building mechanics, had gone

to join the army of Washington, Harper had trouble in finishing

the building. 4 In 1782, the year in which Robert Harper died,
there were only three dwellings in Harpers Ferry. » Mary
Vernon Mish adds this inﬁefésting account:

"After her husband's demise, in 1782, and during
the Revolution, Mrs. Harper buried 'a substantial
fortine,' but had the ill-luck to die three days after
taking her fateful precautions. Mrs. Harper's treasure-
trove, purportedly never discovered, added.one more myth
to the fabulous tales of hidden wealth whieh had origi-
nated in the prospecting days of Louis Michel."30

In his last will Harper set aside a cemetery lot
for himself and future residents of the town and, sineeghe
had no heirs, divided the remainder of his propertJ between
Sarah Harper (hlS niece and only child of his- brother Joseph)
‘and Ropert Grlfflth (a relative of hlS'Wlfe s). This division
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32. The approximate location of the grist mill is shown on
a map of 1809 llsted in the Appendix, Part C, item 2.

33, Barry, Jbseph op. th., p 8.

34, Ibid., pp. 8-9, Harper was a Tory at the start of the
"+ Revolution but s00R came over to the cause of his adopted
"L country. It is recorded that a elose friend of Harper's
‘was killed in an accidental fall “in his house and soon
after it was consldered as-being haunted,

35. 1Ibid., p. 9.

36. Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine, October
' 1953, op. ¢it., p. 1142.

e




gave Griffith the "upper half" of the tract and Sarah Harper
the "lower" or "ferry" tract at the confluence of the Potomac

and Shenandoah River.3’ Sarah married a man named John Wager

‘and never visited the town (they 1ived in Philadelphia) although

deéeendantS‘became residents there.

Among the early travelers‘through Herpers Ferry were
two‘distinguished gentlemen of Vifginia, Thomas Jefferson‘and
George Washington. Jeffersonts glowing praise of the scenery
is notable coming from & man soO well-traveled. 4

For 8 number of years Washington had been 1nterested
in the Potomac Valley, especially concerning improvements whlch
might augment the development of the area. His interest in
the "Bloomery" in 1760 has already been mentloned Donéid R.
Rentch states that "George Washington, the Father of our |
Country, is also credited with being the father of the apple
' 1ndustry It was George Washlngton who bought tracts of 1and
;_from the He331ans, WhO 'came to flght and remalned 1o 11ve,
‘}and demanded that hlS tenants plant acres of apple and peach

37.. “From & copy of the last ‘will of Robert Harper, National
gfﬁArehlves, Washington, D.C., RG 153, Juﬂge Advocate
General's Offlce, Reservations Flle

38, The scene 18" ‘deseribed in' Jefferson's Notes on The -Sta e
3 of Virginia, pp. 17-18. Doubte have been cast on his o gwﬁ
visit, however, but they should be modified by thes state- "
ments made by Jefferson in a letter to H. G. Spofford”"
dated May 14, 1809, included in the Appendlx,

lltem 4 . '
39, Ww, septexber 20, 1951, p. 28,

"Apple Seed Came 1O Jefferson Gounty with: Amerlcan
pioneers;" by Donald R. Rentch ,




inventor, "exhibited a model of his first (mechanical) boat

pefore his excellency General Washington, at Bath, Berkeley

- County LV1rg11¢_/ w40 After the steamboat nad been constructed

some experimental trials were carried out at llarpers Ferry. The
boat was brought there in December of 1785 and was teken away

in the fall of 1787.% Tae Potomac Company wag organized on -
; e s 42 '
the 17th of May 1785. James Madison who visited Harpers Ferry

in 1786 had an opportunity not only to view the scenery there -
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40. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., Volume 11, pp. 282-284.

41. Speer, Anita Buchanan, IThe World's First Steamboat -
games Rumsey, p. 9, research information. A copy of this
is in the Library of the Branch of History for the National
Park Service, U. S. Department of the Iaterior, Wasqlngton,’
D. C. It i1s saild that Washington was a passenger on ;one. "
of the trial runs in 1786. i

42, Fitzpatrick, John C., editor, op. cit., Volume 2, p. 391.
As early as August 1754 Washington had emphasized the im-
portance of "Navigation of the Potomack” which he called

".see..this most national and pointed channel.” {{rom
164660 to Fnomas Joﬁnson.vé%ktgh at Mount Vbrnon(xn T2 2.)
' In Volume 3, p. 8L, there is a letter written to Rev.

John Boucher dated May 4, 1772, at Mount Vernon, Va. in
which Washington states: )
"An Act has passed this session empowering
Trustees (to be chosen by ye Subseribers to the
Scheme) to raise money by way of Subsceription, and
lottery, for the purpose of opening, and extending
the Navigation of Potomack from the Tide Water, to
Fort Cumberland; and for perpetuating the Toll aris- o
ing from vessels to the Adven‘cureru in the Scheme......":

In Volume 28, p. 211, there is a letter to Clement Blddle

written at Mount Vernon, va on 27 July 1785 in which ¥

Washington says: —

"We expect to begin our operatlons on the Potomack ’

- Navigation about the 6th of next month, under the
Management of a Mr. James Rumsey..{...,"
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but also to wateh the work of that company in progress. He made
the following statements about what he saw:

Yeoovs s I came oy the way of Winchester and crossed the
Potowmae at Harper's Ferry, I had an opportunity of view- - |
ing the magnificent scene which nature here presents. I
viewed it, however, under great disadvantages. The air was
so thick that distant objects were not visible at all, and
near ones not distinetly so. We ascended the mountain, also,.’
at a wrong place, fatigued ourselves much in traversing it
before we gained the right position, were threatened the
whole time with a thunderstorm, and finally overtaken by 1t
Had the weather been favorable the prospect would have ap-
peared to peculiar advantage, being enriched with the har-
vest in its full maturity, which filled every vale as far

as the eye could reach.

"I had the additional pleasure here of sceing the
progress of the works on the Potowmac. About 50 hands
were employed at these falls, or rather rapids, who seemed
to have overcome the greatest difficulties. Their plan
is t0 slope the fall by opening the bed of the river, in
such & manner as to render a lock unnecessary, and, by means
of ropes fastened to the rocLs, to pull up and ecase down
the boats where the current is most rap1d.........."43

On the third of June, 1788 Washington persohally inspected
the construction of én earthwork near Harpers Ferry which was~pért

~of & large program for the 1mprovement of naV1~atlon aIOnp the

Potonac R;ver.44 Out of the Potomac Company came the ideas

G WS g o . R

¢ 5 1 . for the bu¢1d¢ng of the Chesapeake and Ohlo Canal in 1023 "It
was daflnltelyAa byhproduct of Washlngton s initial plan for

uevelopmenu of the P0uomac."45 By 1790 Washington bad made hlS\

v 43. Published by order of Con“ress Letters and Qbhef ﬂrltlngs
£ ‘of James Madison, Vbl. 37 P 442 a letter to Thomas
Jefferson written in Phlladelpnla, Pa. on‘August 12, 1786.

by ggnters of the American Eevoggtlon Mgga21n October 1953,
op. c1t., p. 1144

So 45, Ivid., p. 1144,
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choice of site for the Naticnal Capitol. The District of Columbié
was located between tne Virginia tidewater areas and the Potomac B
and Shenandoah waterways -~ & further aide to the development of ;
those areas. The Harpers Ferry site, which he had visited before,46
had been so impressive to Washington that he was instrumental in

having it selected, in the face of opposition, for the site of a

National Armory.

......_._—......-_.-._—-...-.....—_--———-.--...-._.........-....................__._._...._..._.....__.........-.- o e e

46. Fitepatrick, John C., editor, The Diaries of Ggg;gg
Washington 1748-1793, Vol. II 1771-1785, p. 401. ertten :

on August 7, 1785. ”Lne rest of us returned to the
Tavern at Harpers Terry " : o



PARI B
THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF GOVERNMENT WQORKS

In 1794, war seemed to be likely and, in view of thg
general military unpreparedness of the Uhited States, the Congress
directed the President to establish new armories where arﬁs could
be manufactured and stored.48 One other reason for this was that
private enterprise could not be»consideréd as a fully reliable
suppiy source for guns. George Washington was given the power
to choose the sites, Permission was given Congress from the

General Assembly of Virginia to purchase the Herpers Ferry site -

49

not to exceed 640 acres.

Washington's recommendation was that ".....this spot
affords every advantege that could be wished for water works

to any extent, and that no place is more capable of complete

47. The United States works at Harpers Ferry can be divided

' into three separate units: the Armory (sometimes called
the Musket Factory), which was a series of shops and of-
fices engaged at first in the manufacturing of muskets
and, later, in additional items of war; the Arsenal, which
apparently was a depository for weapons; and, finally, a
Rifle Factory (sometimes called "Hall's lele Factory")
where the famous breech-loading Hall rifle was made.
The buildings of the Armory were along the banks of the
Potomae-River just above the fork made by the Shenandoah,
while ‘the Arsenal was placed near the point of confluence
but on the Shenandoah side. The Rifle Factory was located

- up the Shenandoah on Virginus Island.

Public Statutes &8 the United States of America, Voi‘.,\’lv,_.

48, ]
1st-5th Congress 1789-99, published 1845, p. 352

9. Barry, Joseph, ep. cit., p, 9.

13.



”

defense at a small expense.” Strengthening his case he

mentions: "There is another small tract, with a sawmill upon

TteuveendO There evidently was some opposition to Washington's

choice for the armory site as may be seen in the féllowing

statements made to Toblas Lear in 1795:

J1.

"It may not be amiss however, briefly to observe,

that Colo. Rochfontaine’l (being in the city) was
asked how it came to pass, as he had seen the site at
the confluence of the Rivers Potomac and Shenandoah,he
had made no mention of it in his general report? His
answer wag, there was no ground on which convenient
buildings could be placed, and assigned other reasons
in a report, which he made....

T St et P D 2 S e M P St e A Yt Bl et (R A Bt P SO P B0 WO St o S . A B S S SO A SO N OO Sk S S e i OO g P A ks Sl g Y VR i, s Wt B St

Fitgpatrick, John C., editor, Writings of Washingzgg Vol.
34, p. 307, Mount Vernon, Sept. 16, 1795 to the Secretary

of War.

Fitzpatrick, John C., editor, op. cit., Vol. 33, p."43%
In a letter written at Philadelphia, Pa,, on July 27,

1794 to Burges Ball an employee of the War Department

is mentioned (this could be Col. Roehfontaine) who seemed

to prefer Ball's land for the Armory site. Excerpts from

the letter follow: :

"Dear Sir: Eight or ten days ago 1 wrote to you
concerning a Manager for the Tilt hammer which you
contemplated the erection of; since which I have re-
ceived your letter of the lﬁth instant; in which
doubts of going on with it are expressed. As I am
equally ignorant of the expense of erecting, and the
profit when erected, I can say nothing encouraging or
dlscouraging of the measure: but’ if from an apprehen-
sion that the tract you bought is sickly, or from any
other cause, you are disposed to part with it, it is

_possible the United States would become the purchaser, :
~on-which to establigh an Argenal, -The person who was
employed by the War Deparitment, to explore the water
conveniences on the Margin of the River, above Great
Falls, (best calculated for this work) seems to have

given a preference to yours, although others are
favorably mentioned...,."
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"One of the Colqs objections to this site is, that no 50
water works (on &6ct. of freshes) would be safe there."

Washington goes on to urge that Rochfontaine carefully revisit the

site., Washington's arguments were evidently accepted as valid for

on June 15, 1796, a warranty deed was issued to the United States

Government in the name of George Washington for an islend of about
20 acres in the Potomac opposite Harpers Ferry and the Harpers
Ferry Tract (with the exception of 6 acres on which the Wager houses

were located). This deed was conveyed from John Wager, Sr. and

53

his wife. In the same year an English Moravian named Joseph

Perk:’msﬁ4 was appointed as'the first superiﬂtendent out of the
works, In February, 1797, another parcel of land was secured by

the Government55 but in spite of these purchases progress at the

0008 O . g i S . e 1 g S s s o D b i ey S P DA B P e S S O A A Tl S S P D S . D G B S e S T . e T A e S B S S ot B e e

52. Ibid., p. 355.
Letter written in Philadelphia dated November 2, 1795.

53. Copy of a warranty deed from John Weger, Sr., et ux to the
U. S. dated June 15, 1796 - National Archives, Record Group
121, Publie Buildings Service, "Harpers Ferry’ Laminated Material."
See also Record Group 121, Public Buildings Service, Harpers
Ferry Deed Box. This was the land which had been devised to
Sarah Harper. A copy of this deed is furnished in the Appendix,
Pert A, item 5. See Appendix, Part A, item 3 for a letter from
T. Plckerlng to Tobias Lear dated 28 January 1796 and a letter
from Lear to Pickering (Appendlx Part A, item 4) dated
26 February 1796 both concerning the property transaction.

54. Barry, Joseph, op. cit.,, p. 9. Perkins name appears in sdme
sources as Perkin. ,

55, On the 9th of January, 1797, Robert Griffith conveyed the moiebly
(devised to him by Robert Harper) to Thomas Rutherford who on
the 20th of February, 1797 deeded the land comprising 310 acres

-'to George Washington -for the United States Government. '

Nationmal Archives, Record Group 121, Public Buildings Service,
Harpers Ferry File No. 390, Miscellaneous. See also Record
Group 121, Public Buildings Service, "larpers Ferry Laminated
Material' and Record Group 121, Publlc Buildings Service, Harpers
Ferry Deeds. See Appendix, Part A. item 6. '
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site seems to have been delayed to such an extent that Washington . .

was compelled to mention the project in several of his letters.

He even felt that he must restate the advantages of the place for
an Armory as Will be seen in this excerpt of one of his letters ,
to the Secretary of War, written at Mount Vernon and dated May 6,1'?'98.56

"This leads me to ask what steps have been taken rel-
ative to the site for one at the Moubh of the Shenandoah?

"I will pledge myself that there is not a spot in the
United States wch. combines more, or greater requisites for
these, than that does; considered either as a place of im-
mense strength against, and unaccessible by-an enemy; although -
open to inland navigation in all directions, as well cross-
wise as to the Shipping Port at the Federal City, on water
transportatien to the Western Country; for iis centrality
among Furnices and Forges, for its inexhaustible supply. of
Water, having the whole River of Shenandoah as a resource,
and for the populous and plentiful country in which it lyes.

"I do not suppose that a place of this imporiance, and
which has already cost the United States several thousend
dollars (to be possessed of the ground) has passed unnoticed;
but not having heard it mentioned in the progress of the
discussions, or that anything has been done on the premises
since the purchase of it under the former Act, has induced
this enquiry; which you will answer, or not, as it suits your
convenience, not doubting but that you have matters of mor§7
importance to attend to than the solution of my question.”

56, This was written two days after the following Act of Congress
which allowed the President to procure cannon, arms and am-
muition and to establish foundries, armories; etc.; Sec. 3

of this Act is here quoted:
"See, 3. And be it further enacted, that the sum of one

lundred thousand dollars shall be and hereby is appropri-
ated, and shall be paid out of any monies not before dp-
proprlated, for the hlre, purchase and employ of the said
foundries and armouries, respectively, in case such estab-
lishments shall be found necessary, asfherelnbefore provided.
C < Approved, May 4, 1798".
This Act may be 1ocated’in. Public Statutes atTarge of the
United States of America, op. cit., pp. 555, 556.

57. Fitzpatrick, John C., editor, The Writings of Washington
Vol. 36, Aug. 1797-Oct. 1798 Letter dated May 6, 1798 to the

Secretary of War, wrltten at Mount Vernon, Va., pp, 253, 254,
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In his endeavors to promote the Harpers Ferry Armory
Washington had at least.dme strong ally in James McHenry, Secretary.
of War to Washington and Adams, wha in writing to Charles Lee'sn
1 August 1799, states: |

"yeseesl think your submission Bentained & query, whether wark
begun at Harpers Ferry should be finished - or whether addf—
tional works should be made there,

"Judging as an officer of the United States, with a view
to the interest of the whole - and on this prineciple only,
will I judge while I ramain in office - it is most dearly my
opinion, that the Arsenal at Harpers Ferry, should there be
an difference in point of megnitude in the three, should be
the more important - the ibther Arsenal. It is without com-

‘parison the most convenient of the three to the Western
Country. It is more convenient than either of the other
places to all g%?ts of the states. It is nearly in the
centre....... "

Some of the American forces organized in preparg@ion for
a war with France were encamped at Harpers Ferry in 1799 ﬁhdef the
command of General Pinckney. The épot they chose became known as
"Camp Hill." Some of the soldiers remained in the town and found
work at the armory. OSome died while in camp and they were buried
ih'theycemetery; indeed | |

"their spirits are said still to hover around the scene of
thelr earthly campaign, and ‘oft in the stilly night! are

- the weird notes of their fifes and the clatter of their drums

" heard by belated Harper's Ferrians.: The negroes, who appear to
be especially fevored with spiritual manifestations, bear
unanimous testlmony to these facts, and it is notorlous that
some fime houses in the nelghborhood have been, for years,
without: tenants, in consequence of their being guppoued to be
the rendezvous for these errant spirits. 159 .

...—_...-__._._—_...-.__..._——————-.__._.-—_.--........—-—————-—_._........___._..-....-.._-u-.__._

58. Steiner, Bernard Christian, The Lif e _and Correspondence of
James NcHenrx, 1907, pp. 401, 402.. :

59. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., pp. 10-11.
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In the year 1800 the government made several more pur-

60

chases of land and rights obiaining the Keep Tryste iron.furnace,

the rights to dig iron ore at Friends Ore Bank, and certain tlmber

6L

rights in order to insure a much needed supply of charcoal 62

These purchases, which were probably made possible by theﬁAot of
Congress of May 4, 1798, indicate that the opposition to‘ihe site
had been overcome. The idea of & government arsenal captufed the
fancy of one of the leading architects of the time. Benjamin

Henry Latrobe, in a letter to Thomas Jefferson dated March 28, 1798,:

e et o e k. e o S04 o o S e S A B S St B S i et G S e S e S B S A G S A e e T Y o S At S e S o T e T i S o

60. Located near the mouth of Elk Branch on the Potomac Rlver

01, The following transactions may be found in the Appendix,
Part A:

Item 8. May 8, 1800 - A warranty deed from General Henry
Lee to the United States for 1600 acres of land
in Berkeley County, Va., near the Keep Tryste
furnace.

Item 9. June 1, 1800 -~ A warranty deed from William
Wilson et al to the United States for 4 acres,

50 roods of land near the Keep Tryste furnace.
Item 10. June 20, 1800 - A warranty deed from George North
et ux to the United States for 4 acres, 42 roods .
. (Keep Tryste furnace).
Item 11. August 4, 1800 - a quit claim from Robert M:Llllgan ,
©  to the United States for 221 acresof the Keep
Tryste furnace tract. _
A1l of the above being from National Archives, Record Group
121, Public Buildings Service, Harpers Ferry Lamlna ted Material.

Another document dated June 20, 1800 - A deed from William
‘Wilson to the United States for 221 acres of the Keep Tryste
furnace may be found in National Archives, Record Group 121,
Public Buildings Serv1ce, Harpers Ferry File No. 390 Miscella-"
nieous. e v »

62. The Jefferson Republican, 20 September 1951, op cit., p. 27
T, ...as much as 400 bushels of charcoal had to be: burned to
make a ton of iron in a bloomery..... " :
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expressed his interest in it and asked to be commissioned to design
the pro,ject.63 Another letter from Joseph Perkins to the Secretary

of Var reveals that Latrobe had actually furnished a plan for an .

Armory.64

Meanwhile work was progressing at Harpers Ferry through
the utilization of General Pluckney's troops - a ready and conven-
ient labor force - as cited in the following orders:

"The president has directed that as many soldiers shall
be employed on the Canal in the Vieinity of the camp as the
good of the service will permit. The major general has con-
versed with the superintendant of the works on this business
and the superintendant is desirous of commencing next week
with 50 soldiers as [atigue men and a proportionate number
of sergeants. They will be allowed a Sixth of a Dollar per
day and Double rations of provisions per man, This is to be
a weekly fatigue agreeably to the strength of the Different
Regiments. Volenteers arc to be prefered for this duuy "65

This force was increased to 100 men the next week.66
Althéugh‘JbéephfPerkins was appointed superintendent in

1796 the records indicate that it was not until 1801 that any arms

weregcompletéd. In that year 293 muskets of the old 1763 French'j"

infantry type were turned out. In 1802 the production nuwmber was "
67

increased to 1472.

—-.-_......_.-—.-_—._.__._..---_-.__-...—_......'...--..-—-......._.._....-._.--.—...—-—-.-.—.—..._....—-—_..__

63. Hamlin, Talbot Faulkner, 5 'Jgg Henry Latrgbe, New York
‘Oxford University. :

64 “‘Netional Archives, Washington, D. C., RG. 107, “fedords’ of the
Vlar Department, Offlce of the oecretary "Mll;tarj Book No.
1-4, yovember 10, 1800 to 1 ovember 17 1803 - War Office.”

65, Natlonal Archives Washington, D. c. RG 153, Orderly Book :
Division Orders, f@y‘22 1800.

66, Tbid., May 29, 1800

67. Satterlee, L.D., A Catalogue of Flrearms for the Collector P. 301
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- The following description of Harpers Ferry at about 1805
ig given by Joseph Scott: ‘''Here is a post office which is 65 miles
from Washington city. On the west side of the river Zfotomac Rive§7
are about 15 houses."68 The town had grown very slowly since its
inception but now, with the armory at last in full productibn, a
large work force was required, bringing with it commercial and
industrial prosperity. Writing in 1808, Caldwell states that about

100 men were employed and that the government was considerably

. . . o
increasing and enlarging the armory works. 2

By 1810 the production of muskets was about 10,000 &

year.7o A brief description of the town at that time follows:

"Harpers Ferry: Though small in appearance, contains
upward of 700 salls. It has a good tavern, several large
stores for goods, a library, one physcian, and a professor
of the Engllsh language."’

"It was in this same year that 44 steps were hewn out

of live rock on the hill in order to give better access to-
St. John's Episcopal Church. During the Civil Ver these
steps were to become known as the 'Bloody Steps'! because of
the number of wounded soldiers who sought the sancivary af-
forded by the two churches then on the hill.n72

68. Scott, Joseph, A Geographical Dictionary: of the United

- States of North America, Printed by-Arch*bald Bartram,

Phlladelph¢a 1805, unpaged

69. Zbaldwe“l Iu,, A Toq;_Through Part of Vlrglnla in the Summer

o of 1808, New York, 1809, pp. 8,9.
70. Satterlee, L. D., op. cit., p, 301.
71. Varle, charles, "Topographic Desggxgtlon of

Jefferédj“

1810, p. 32.
72. Daughters of American Revolution Magazine, October 1953,‘oé;=cit.,
p. 1145. . ; R
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"Between 1810 and 1820 the inventive ingenuity of a Marine
gunsmith developed a rifle which was to play a significant
roie in the history of Harpers Ferry a5 well as of United
States infantry armement...... John Hall, a recident of
Portland, Maine, received in 1811 a patent on a breechload-
ing rifle destined to become known as the Hull Rifle, first
breechloader to be used by U. S. militery forces."?

Hall's design was acceptéd by the Wer Department and in
1819, Hall moved to Ha”peru Ferry in order to supervise the pro-
duction of the new rifie. He was provided with two new buildings
on the Shenandoah to which otiher buildings and dwellings for the
workers were soon erected.’% urs. Fairbairn estimates John Harris
llall's contribution as follows:

"Most importent of John Hall's innovotions, was the
achievement for which today he does not have due recogni-
tion: that of inventing and developing machinery which
made inter-changeability of parts possible, muking present-
day production lines a reality. Congressional records
prove that his achievement of perfection in interchange-

- abllity was the first in the world, although experiments
had been conducted by others, notably Eli Whitney, who
today receives popular acclaim for its perfection."’?

By & special act of Congress on 3rd March 1819 the 221
acre tract which had previéusly béen‘purchased by the U. 8. from
Potts, -Wilson nd North on 20 June 1800 was sold on the 2lst: Sepuember
73. Evewhart Williem C., op. cit., p. 14. For an excellent
‘ ccount of the arms comnected with Harpers Ferry cee

pag eS 14“‘19

U Ibid., p. 15.

f;75f3 The Jeffergon @ggubl”c&n, 20 Septeausber 7991 "thn Hall's

Breech-Loading Rifle" by Charlotie J. Fa¢rou_rn,“p;;22.
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819 to John Preacher.’® In zeference Lo this sele Col. Bomford. (?)

-
i

e

ot
%}

S
stat

: "...glthough & very large sum was paid by the War Depart-
nment for this right to diz ore viz. $24,000 to General Lee and
342,000 to Potts, Wilson end Horth minus $15,000 for which the

221 acre tract sold end slthouzh the ore is cops¢dered as of the

.
very first quallty yet as 1t hos never been made available to the
U. S. and unless the Hational Foundry should be established (some-

vhere iIn the neighborhood) it probzbly never can be.....n77

g

A descripiion of the ({rmory in 1821 nmentions

"thirteen two-story brick buildings, facing each other in
two rows, across a geventy foot yard..... A mile and a
quirter UD the Poltomac & dam had been construcited which
diverued water into ¢ cancl (the 'United States Canal').
it the frmory this dam was severcl feet chove the level
of the yard, its drop providing the water pover. <.

"The area above the Lrmory along the slope facing the
Potomac was landscaped during this period and planted with

76. There were conflicting claims to the ri *ho of digging ore.
iiessrs. McPherson and Brien claimed the right after Thomas
11ller had made an egreement with Col. Bomford (representing
the U. S. Governmena) to ocupply ore to une U. S, by digging
on this land. In a letter Miller wrote to Col. Somford dated
Gettysburg, Pa., 26 July 1837, he says ",...I went to work
to prepare iron sultable for Harpers Ferry Armory. Already
I have delivered two tons." (National Archives, Washingtion,

. D..C., RG. 153, Office of the Judge Advocuie General,

~ Military Reservation D1v1s10n Reservation File: 1809-1942,

" West Virgl n*g) later, ﬁg“ler was forced off: the land by ihe
vworkers of liessrs. McPherson and Brien, end so the contest
began. '

(@]

§o 77. Hational Archives, Washinzitom, D« G., 2G. 153, Office of the
Judge Advocate General, Iﬁlltary Reservation D¢ vision, :
Reservation File 1309~ LQ42 West Virginio-llarpers Ferry
Avgenal, West Virginia/Login Field Box lo. 4,, Folder 21.

3

Letter probebly from Col. Bomford 12 Jonuary 1837 1o Hon.

L} fat

B. H. Butler, becretary of Wer,




23.

shrubs and flowers adding & Jfreat deal 1o the natural
beauty of the town.

"By thls time the chronicler estimated the number of
dwellings in the town as 130. Wnile there were as yet no
churches, the town boasued four school teacners and a cir— 8
culating library as well as @ general slore and a {avern.

"The cornerstone of the [irst bridge of modern construction
wag laid in October, 1824 with Lewis Wernwag the architect.
Ihils structure spanning tie Potomac River was 750 feet from

abubment to abubment ond was thought of as a 'handsome
double wooden bridge!."’9

71823 there were 113 povernueni-owned buildings listed at darperu
Ferry which anluded 3 arsenals end a megazine (lthere seems to be &

confusion of terms here), 82 dwelling houses and out bulildings and

a3
Lo

work shops and appendages.

s

In 1828 further prosperity came wo Herpers Ferry in the
form of contracts to private manufacturers which Lhe government

let In en attempt to expand tae limited facilities of the Hull

78. ZEverhart, William C., op. cit. ZEverhart mentions a menuscript
in the possession of lrs. E. Bruce Allen, lorefield, W. Va.

79. Dictionary of American Biography, edited by Dumas Malone, 1936,
Volume XX, pp. 2,3. Louis Wernwag (Dec.%,1769-Aug.i2,1843)
was a German who came to Philadelphia c¢. 1786 and became a
pioneer bridge builder. Ile moved to Harpers Ferry, Va. in
1824 where "he purchased the Isle of Virginius, and there
continued the preparation of his timber."
"A letter from nis son John to Semuel L. SmEdley,
-dated Harpers Ferry, iug. 27, 1874 (nn”lnee ing News,
Aug. 15, 1885, p. 99), neludes a list of twenty-nine
bridges bullt by the fathe' during his active career of
R twenty-seven years. He died ath Harpers Ferry."
+. 80, American State Papers, Military iffsirs, Vol. II, pp 482 483.
a See Appendix, Part A, item 106,

81. -Jefferson Hepublican, 20 September 1951.
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"Most of these contracts were discontinued because of
inability to meet Pall's exacting sbandards for -inter-
chungeable parts --- m&nufaCburlng process in which Hall
was one of the pioneers." :

é4.

On August 15, 1828 the charter of the Potomac Company was surrendered

to the Chesapeake and Ohio Company and this actlon was accepted by

a stocknolder's resolution September 10, 1828.83 The Turnpike

Compeny was orgenized in 1830 and a stagecoach line linked

Washington, D. C. and Harpers Ferry.

In 1832 a flood 1s recorded and there must have been
some rebuilding and repairs afterwards. Perhaps this flood caused
the government to secure rights to

"complete and perfect the dams now extending partly across

the Shenandoah above and nearly opposite the said Gulph
Mills."84

Since the establishment of ihe govermment works at
Harpers Ferry in 1796 there was an ever increasing and continued
economic and industrial growth and in the wake of this boom came -

further developments in the transportation system.

_——————_-_—-———--—.—--——__....._......_-————————--._-.....___.....-.q-.--—..._._-.._........—-——._....

82. GEverhart, William C., op. cit., p. 17

'83. Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, Annual ﬂegggt of the

Cnesapeake  and tho Canal for the years 1829 to 1840, not

viewed by the ‘writer.

'584. A document from John Strider to’ the United States dated

Jure 27, 1833. National Archives, Record Group 121, Public
Bu;ldlnvs Service, Harpers Ferry Lamlnated Materlal See
Appendix, Part A, 1tem 18. .
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REARI ¢
IHE CANAL AND THE BAILRQAD

1. Eariy Canal Projects

Mention has been made previously of Washington's ideas
about developing a canal along the Potomac and the subsequent
formation of the Potomac Company. Washington had been made presi- -
dent of the Company but he resigned in order to become President
of the United States. From that time on the Potomac Company
languished. From 1786 to 1820 so little was accomplishedS® that
an offieial investigation was made. Following this, the Potoméc
Company adopted a resolution on the 3rd of February 1823 to sur-
render the charter they held to & new company.86

A Dbill was then introduced into the Maryland legisla-
ture for the formation of a new company - the‘_ Potomac Canal
Company - the cost of whose work would be about 1-1/2 million
dollars, to be born by Maryland, Virginia and the District of
Gol@ia (each to‘pay one third). This bill failed to pass the
Maryland legislature because the cé.nal did not propose to reach
Baltimore, & city which was becoming a very important commercial

hub. Consequently, the plan of operation was enlarged to include

85. Hulbert, Archer Butler, Hi ig -
13, The Great American Canals Volume I -~ The Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal and The Pennsylvenia Canal; Arthur H. Clark Co. R
Cleveland Oh:v.o R 1904, p 63.

86. Ibid., pp. 65,66.
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Baltimore (via & canal to the Potomac) to be known as the

"Maryland Canal Company." A revised bill passed the Virginia
legislature January 27, 1824 and the Maryland legislature om
January 31, 1825. This project, so authorized, becamé known as the

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company.

2. The Beginnings of the B. & 0. Railroad
Various delays and difficulties resulted in a perlod of
| 1nactiv1ty, and it was at this time that the idea of a reilroad
from Baltimore to the Ohio River was originated. It was thought :
that railroads might supersede canals as effectively as canals
had superseded turnpike roads. On Februery 28, 1827, a charter
to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company was granted by Maryland
and subsequently confirmed by Virginia on March 8, 1827, and by
Pennsylvania on Fébrué.ry 22, 1828.57 Thus a Ar'iv,alry was created
in the seme territory.ss The success of the Erie Canal now gen-

erated enough enthusiasm among the ranks of the Chesapeake ‘and

" Qhio Cenal Company to cause a ‘bﬁstle of activity. At the same

time, the Baltimore and Ohio Railrosd Company was imbued With the

: pioneer spirits of invention and progress, for the fery idea of
travel on a road of iron rails was looked on with distrust by

ma.ny people. Early in 1828 both conpa'ni&s ‘were busily engaged in.

makmg surveys and before long 1t was clear that the pOln‘l; of

- - iy T . " T o O o e - o

’ 8'7- Ibid-’ PP. 98,99.

88. Tbid., p. 100.

R . )




conflict would be at that place where the railroad approached the
Potomac River.89 The C. & 0. Canal Company was evidently first to
realize this for on 10 June 1828 an injunction was obtained against
the railroad company to prevent encroachment on the lands granted
the canal company by charter rights. The B. & 0. then procui-ed

an injunction from Maryland to restrain the canal company. Thus

90 Meanwhile each company was trying to

the legal battles began.
outdo the other and they both planned impressive ceremonial dis-
plays to mark the beginning of actual construction. In an effort
to draw atiention away from the railroad, the C.& 0. arranged to
have John Quincy Adams, the President of the United States, as
their honored guest on the 4th of July, 1828 in Georgetown, D. C.
The B. & 0. immediately countered with the announcement that the
oﬁly surviving signer of the Declaration of Independence, Charles
Carroll of Carrollton, would be their guest of honor at an opening

celebration also to be held on the 4th of July, 1828. On the same

day that John Quiney Adams resolutely planted his spade into the-

27.

earth (ahd'imedia.tely struck a root which caused him so mueh dif-

ficulty that he had to remove his coat, roll up his sleeves and
- foree the spade before he could triumphg_ntiy display, to the watch-
ing crowds, the tirst earth removed in construction)?l Charles

Carroll of Carrollton was placing a cornerstone in';B),aLtimre in the

89. Ibid., p. 10L.
90, Ibid., p. 102.
91- Ibido, Ppo 105’1060



presence of an estimated seventy thousand people. Fireworks and

stirring speeches followed at both places and the stock of both

companies was taken up quickl;y.92

President Philip Thomas of the railroad sent Jonathan
Knight, his chief engineer and Stephen H. Long on an extended
tour to inspect other railroads in the United States, the
British Isles and in France. They left Baltimore on October 20 ’
1828, and returned in 1829.93

The railroad opened a gtretch of road 12 miles long
(from Baltimore to Ellicott's Mills) on May 22, 1830. Many
schemes were formed about the best type of locomotion to be used.
There were ideas of horses walking on ,eqdlgs's belts, steam
engines and Evan Thomas, the brother of the president of the road ,
invented a sail-powered machine of which Benjamin Henry Latrobe
said-

"I well recollect the little experimental locomotive of
Mr. Evan Thomas; it was ‘'a basket body', like that of a
sleigh, and had 2 mest, and, if I recollect, 'a square
sail, and was munted upon four wheels of equal size'.

It ran equally well in either direction, but of course,
only in that which the wind happened to be blowing at
the time, although it would go with the wind abaft the
beam, but at a speed proportioned te the angle with the
plane of the sails, It was but a elever toy, but had its
use at the time of the showing how little power of pro-
pulsion was necessary upon a railway, compared with thc
best of the roads that had preceded it."94

- — o ——— o

92. Ibid., pv 107.

93. mwd.ﬂhm_w September 1950 Besearch
Library News by Margaret Talboit Stevens, " Interesting
Letters by B. & 0.'s First Chief Engmeer," p. 16.

s Volume III, p. 167.

28.
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The "Tom Thumb," a locomotive which had been constructed
in Baltimore in 1829, ran the 12 miles in 1 hour and 12 minutes
on August 28, 1830.

The Federal Government had subscribed to the C. & O.
Canal Company for 10,000 shares (valued at $1,000,000) and
accordingly the Board of Directors of the railroad company applied
for similar aid.9? Their application was refused, the supposed
reason being that the president of the canal company happened also
to be the chairmen of the Commitiee on Roads and Canals in the

House of Representatives of thé' United Sba.tes.96

3, Reaching the Potomac

Work on both projects continued, but as the engineers
of the railroad became more familiar with the problems involved,
it became apparent that their only course was to gain the Potomac
River at "Point of Rocks" (twelve miles below Harpers Ferry) and
to follow the river from that place. Failing this, an immense
tunnel would be required and this was, to them, a financial impos-
sibility. To add to their difficulties, it was decided in the
Court of Appeals, in 1832, to reverse the injunction of the
- Chancery Court of ﬁaryland and to sustein the C. & O. Company in
its right-of—waj along the Potomac. The railroad tried desperately

to effect some kind of pompromise, for this was a potentiel death

95. Hulbert, Archer Butler, op. cit., p. 114.

96. TIbid., p. 114.



blow to the organization, but the canal company refused to listen,
believing they had gained the final victory in this bitter fight.
The Maryland legislature obtained a compromise on May 9, 1833

in which both enterprises were to pass through the disputed land.
The railroad, of course, was forced to submit to distasteful terms
in order to remain in existence. They (B. & 0.) were compelled
to subscribe to 2,500 shares of C. & 0. stock, amoﬁnting to
$266,000, and the canal company was designated to build the
railroad through the contested territory. Jonathan Knight, the
chief engineer of the B. & 0.,wrote:

"I have enjoyed good health this winter but have been con-
fined making calculations, estimates, drawings, and reports
relative to railroads. We have been stopped at the point
of Rocks, that is, at a point 12 miles below Harpers Ferry
where our route first strikes the Potomac River 68 miles
from Baltimore, in consequence, of the suit with the Canal
Company for the prior right of way having been decided
against the railroad and in favor of the canal, and we have
not yet decided how we shall proceed from thence."97

On May 7, 1832, he also wrote from East Bethlehem, Pa.:

"In a few days I shall return to Baltimore where we are
finishing the railroad to the point of Rocks at the Potomac
12 miles below the Harpers Ferry and 68 miles from Baltimore.
To this point and to Fredrickstown there has been laid a
track and the 2nd itrack will be laid the present summer -
upon the one track, however, the cars have been running
since the first of the December laat without 1nterruption
frm the winter or other cause. . . M .

The railroad was complete to a point opposite Harpers Ferry on the

_Maryland side of the Potomac by December 1, 1834, but here again a |

. 97. Baltimore and Ohio Magazine, September 1950 op cit .» D. 16.

98. 1Ibid., p. 48.
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delay was incurred. According to the terms of the compromise, the
railroad could not go beyond this point until the canal was com-
plete to Cumberland, Maryland (1840 being the maximum time allowed

).99 Now that the competition from the

for this construction
railroad had been temporarily removed, work on the canal declined.
By June of 183/ the canal had cost $4,062,991.25 and 78 miles |
still remained to be built. More help was needed and so Marylend
appropriated nearly two million dollars (the amount requested) on
March 7, 1835. This action saved the canal, but‘ probably the only
reason it was taken was because so much money had already been
tied up in the project. The C. & 0. Company then began to run
more accurate estimates for the final conmstruction and discovered
they had badly underestimated their own financiel needs. Instead
of the two million dollars they had asked for, they now required
three and & half million dollars.l%® The people of Nﬁryland
naturally were disturbed over this matter, and again ii seemed as
if the canal were doomed. The railroad backers now saw an oppor-
tunity to gain the adventage, and so they joined the C. & O. people
and raised pleas to the State Government of Maryland. Their sucQ
cess was overwhelming. On June 3, 1835, the so-called "Eight |
Million Dollar Bill® passedl.w the Maryland legislature. The

appropriations in the bill were as follows:

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company  $3,000,000
Baltimore and Chio Railroad Company 3,000,000

Maryland Canal Compeny 500,000
Annapolis Canal Company ~..500,000
$8,000,000

99. Hulbert, Archer Butler, op. eit., p. 119.
100. Hulbert, Archer Butler, op. cit., p. 123.
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By far the most important part of the bill to the railroad company, ’

however, was an allowance made to the B. & 0. to ascehd the Poiomac
Valley. At this time the canal was complete only to Holman's

Dam, about 26 miles above Harpers Ferry.ml In Baltimore there
was é. salute of 100 guns and accompanying fireworks, for now the
city's prosperity seemed more certain., The bill also allowed

the citizens to subseribe to B. & 0. stock, and three million
dollars' worth was ’r.retmse.cted.102 The B. & O. Company now found
themselves with assets which had increased six million dollars

in one year! 103

4. The Railroad Wins |

The financial distress of 1837 delayed construction on
both projects, and it was not until 1839 that work of any con-
sequence was again commenced. The railroad repidly bushed on.
By the end of 1842 Cumberland, Meryland had been reached, and by
~January of 1853 it was open all the way to Wheeling, West Virginmia,
on the Ohio River. Thus @ dream had come true. The dreams of
the canel men, however, were not to come true. In December of
1838 the canal again asked Maryland for enough assistance to com-
pi'éte the canal to Cumberlend. A comitten was appointed, but
instead of State aid, they adv:.sed Federal aid and finally an Act

‘was passed April 5, 1839, for thia aid. By December 1839 another

:IB:I Hulbert, Archer Butler, op. c:.t. , p. 123. A —
102. 1Ibid., p. 123, _
~103.  For an account of the B. & O. Railroad at Harpers Ferry, see
W 34-36.
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application for assistance was asked and denied and the company hed
to issue script in :L840.104 Further pleas were present_ed in December |
1840 and in March 1841, which failed, but on 5 April 1841 an addi-
tional loan of two million dollars was granted on certain conditions.
These were not met, and the Acf was later repealed. For some time
private contractors had continued the construction, believing that
the' State or the U. S. Government would surely support the ',6pera-
tion, but now they stopped.-0? Again in December of 1841 an aépeal
was made and no action resulted. Now another tragedy occmaﬂ. |
Floods in April and September of 1843 caused daméges to some of
the finished areas of the canal, placing the compeny in a state".‘?of
further financial distress.

In December 1844 aid was asked, and an Act which waived
the liens of the State on the canal was passed on March 10, 1844.
Work commenced in 1845 but was stopped Jume 1 , 1846. There were &
series of floods doing great damage to the canal in 1846 and 1847.
" Work was again sterted in 1847. The canal was finally finished to
meberland in October 1850 after a brief delay in construction from
March to July. The totael distancé from Washington, D. C. to
Cusberland, Meryland, along the east bank of the Potomac, wes
185—7/10 miles and the total cost was $11,071,176.21.

104. Hulbert, Archer Bu‘tleyl;,'l op. e¢it., pp. 130-135. ﬁ:ny of the
above appeals and Acts are mentioned here. ’

105. Ibid., p. 135.
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5. The B. & 0. Crosses the River106

The proposed B. & O. railroad line at Harpers Ferry was .
surveyed in 1832-1833. In order to save the problems of -running
the line over Govermmeni-owned property, it was first decided to’
construct a bridge from a point on the Maryland shore (cozfrespond- '
ing with the present location of the bridge on that side) across
what was. later known as Byrne's Island to the Virginia sﬁore at the
extreme upsiream end of the Govermment land. Several years éfter
this decision, a Government employee at the Armory named Pat‘iick
Byrnes took a patent out in Maryland and claimed possessiobn‘;of,
Byrnes Islend (even though it actually had been in Government. -
possession for over 40 years). The Baltimore & Ohio Railroed -
Company then purchased this island from Bymeé , not aware that |
there might be a questiqn of title. It was realized that in order
ibo provide flood protection for the line, an expensive high wall
or causeway would ‘have to be constructed in solid masonry. It
was further believed that the current of the stream would be im-
paired by this strusture. For these reasons the original mmsﬁ
line of crossing had to be abandoned. The alternative was to run
& bridge straight across;'ﬁtiig‘ river with stone abuiments and arched

spans after having obtéined" Gove’mment perifission for a right-of-way

106. Most of the informetion contained in this section of the
paper wag taken from the following document, which is repro-
duced in full in the Appendix, Part A, item 29: Natiomal
Archives, Washington, D. C., R} 121, Public Buildings Service ’
Harpers Ferry Laminated Materiasl, "Statement of Facts in the
Harper's Ferry Case - The Governmenit vs. The Baltimore &
Chio Railroad," 13 peges, c. 1875 by ‘F. C. Adamg,
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on the Virginia side of the river. Since in f.his scheme the bridge
‘met the Virginia (later West Virginia) shore at the center of lower
Harpers Ferry, at the south end of the Armory property, the engineers
had to decide whether the line should follow the bank of the river
(the most veluable part of the land) or whether the route should
be along the bluff on the west side. After an investigation, it
was discovered that to run the line along the bluff would cost more
than & million dollars, because it would be necessary to cut through
over & mile of hluerock and in the process a county road would
have to be relocated. Accordlngly » the request for the right—of-tay
was made for the route along the river bank. The railroad was
unpopular and Congress refused this authority, contending that the
property was too valuable and also that Govei'nment ‘buildings would
be in constant danger of fiz_‘e, because of sparks from the wood burn-
ing locomotives. The railroad officials decided to wait, and two
~ years later (1836) an adminigtrative agreement was drawn up between -

Joel R. Poinsett, Secretery of Var, and: Louis McLane, President

of the Baltimore and Ohio Reilroad,l07 permitting the railroad to

'run a gingle track along the Armory property. This aéreement , v

-stipulated that a ndth of not more than thirty feet should be taken |
; ‘and that an outer retainlng wall should be bmlt (1eaving a suf-

ficien’s space between this wall and the Government wall fm' a free

107. Natiohal Archives , Washmg‘h)n, B. C., RG 121, Public’ Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Caseé No. 154 (ms). For a full trap~
scription of this agreement see Appendix ’ Part A, item 27.
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water-course) and finally that nothing should be done to injure
the Armory property. In the final snalysis 1t can be said that
the Baltimore andv Ohio Company did not comply fully with the agree-
ment. The roadway was built up to a 60' width in one place anci a
double track was laid throughout the Armory property. The Company
also took over a 1ai'ge amount of ground for workshops and timber-
yards and put up a watering station on the Shenandosh. These v
things were all done in violation of the agreement and without

any supplemental authority.

6. After the War

Immediately after the Civil War in 1866 the B. & 0. Company
applied to Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War, for authority to
straighten the track and change its position from the river front ° -
to thg bluff side of the Govermment property. This was to avoid
the sharp curve at the end of the bridge and also the crossing of |
the Gdirernmen‘é ca:nall (which had already been damaged because .the_‘
ra.ilroad bridge had not been built in compliance with the 1836
agreement). The Wer Department gave authority for this action but
stated that the county road would have to be regraded,‘and widened
‘and thet all demages caused by this comstruction should be paid for.

Again the B. & 0. Compatty decided that the expenses
involved in this plan wquld be too great, and so they aba;ndaned

the idea. They then began to straighten the existing linme. ,A

wooden trestle was placed direetly in.the center of the Goverament
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canal. This checked the natural flow of water and created & heavy
bank of sand on one side of the canal, which caused such a strong
backwater that the outer wall of the canal gave way. Stone abut-
ments were also erected on both sides of the canal. Alarmed at
these events, the Army sent Colonel Simpson of the Engineer Corps
to make an examination of the situation. His report censured the
railroad and recommended that they should be held responsible for |
all damages suffered. The B. & 0. Company offered apologles and
stated that they intended to purchase the property at the impend-
ing Government sale in 1869. The Govermment , apparently satisfied.,
took no action. In the advertisements it is inferesting -to 'note
that no mention was made of the fact that the main B. & O. line
was on some of the property which was offered for sale., About
two weeks before the event it was believed that rumors were spread
by railroad employees that the CGovernment did not hé.ve a elear‘
title to the land. This story was placed in the newspapers, and it
probably caused some prospective purchasers to drop out. The
railroad, thus free of some of the competition, deseribed the
property as being worth thirty to forty thousand dollars, but at
the sale they finally bid $175 ,000.

” One Captain Francis C. Adams of Washington, not dis-
7 mayed by these tacfics , made a higher bid, however, with the idea
_ that he could require the reilroad to pay for -itvétoccxipation of
the land. The compeny claimed the sale was unfair because they

had not been properly informed of the position the Government was
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to take about the property. A water-power comi)any was formed by
the new property owner with George H. Plant as Presideht; They
began to improve the Armory property by building a new lock a1; tﬁe
dam, new headgates and repairing the wasteways. Notice was served
on the B. & O. Company that the next work would be on the canal in
which the railroad had previously placed a wooden trestle; Ink
view of the indifferent attitude taken by the railroad, the water-
power‘ company threatened to be forceable and to take up the _b
track. The railroad then sent a group of guards to protect the
property and got a court injunction to keep the water-power compan&
from interferiﬁg with the B. & 0.'s operations. The water-power |
company countered with a cross injunction which brought up a ques-~
tion of title, which had to be resolved by court action.
The case for the railroad was based on three main p.oihts:
A. That & large portion of the disputed land belonged
to Maryland and not to Virginia as claimed by the
Government .
B. Thet the B. & 0. Company had a title under the Byrnes
patent. -
C. That the Poinsetti agrealent was a pre-eminent right-
of-vay.
The ll'ber-power company had ta ﬂop 'ork and agk the Govement to
make its title good. The GoVement filed a b111 of eJectment and
after two years' delay the case was argued at Wheeling s W. Va,

' before U. 8. District Jﬁdge Jackson., An opiﬁion in favor of the
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‘railroed was delivered November 17, 1875 ,108 with the following
action on the three points of the B. & 0. case:

A. Disposed of the title claim based on the purchase

of the islend from Patrick‘ Byrne. |

B. Disposed of the‘claim that the property in qﬁestion

wes mostly in Maryland.

C. Upheld the Poinsett agreement of 1838.

During the Civil War the canal proved to be of consider-
sble help in supplying the ermies in the field and in transporting
passengers and commercial goods. Cosl from the mines near
Cumberland was the chief commodity. The railroad bridges were
destroyed.several times, but the canal was always operative excépt
in times of flood. After the Civil War the canal beczme a pélitical
topic until the flood damage in 1889. The state refused further
aid and the canal was abandoned. Once more litigation was aaughtv
and a half-million dollars was allotted for repairs. In 1391'

" traffic was again resumed , but in 1924 uae of the canal stépped ’
after a flood. In 1938 the United Stetes purchased it.

7. Harpers Ferry during the Canal and Railmad Déveiopment ‘

| | Besides the ‘éhaﬁges brought abo_ilf by ﬁ’t;he canal and the
railroad, other events marked the physical history of Harpers Ferry
in the yearq;;.fln;é;ding up to the Civil War peri:od. T R

108. National Archives, Washington, D. C., RG 121, Public Bwildiags
Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated Material (printed), "District
. Court of the United States for the District of West Virginie -
~Opinlon of the Court, Nov. 17, 1875," 9 pages. A complete
transeript of this document is included in the Appendix, Part A,
item 29, ' S o o :
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St. Peters Catholic Church was built in 1833 on land
which was a gift from two brothers snd a sister - James B. Wager,
Gerald B. Wager and Sarah Ann Wager.109 |

The Government works were expanded and improved. Con-
tracts were awarded for new dwelling hou.ses.l,]'0 Additional work
on existing buildings was also zs.ccom}:olished.lll

As early as 1836 mention is made of a National Foundryll2
in the correspondence of General Rust, who, writing in referencé 1o
"Friend's Ore bank, " says: "From the representations of the Ore,
it might be of great value however to the Govermnment, in the event
of the establishment of the National Foundry in the Distriet whlch
is in contemplation.” The increased transpértation facilities at
Harpers Ferry made this proposed operation more feasible. The ore
would be sent from the Harpers Ferry avea to the foundry and then,

- after processing, back to the Armory. |
On the twenty-third of May, 1834 John Quincy Adams , ‘with

o Jaf'ferson Re dgan, 20 September 1951, op. cit., p. 8.
In 1830 Harpers Ferry was first considered as & parish of
the Romen Catholic Church. ‘

110. National Archives, Washington, D. C., RG 156, Office of the
Chief of Ordnance, Contract Book No. 13, pp. 79-80. A full
transeript of this contract (which wes located by Mr. Kissling
of the Harpers Ferry steff) will be found in the Appendix,
Part A, item 17. » =

111. Ibid. , PP. 190-191. A copy of this contract (which was
located by Mr. Kissling of the Harpers Ferry staff) will be
found in the Appendix, Part A, item 19, ‘ ,

112. A foundry is & building where the casting of metal takes
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a Congressional party, traveled from Georgetown to Harpers Ferry on

‘the canal. Excerpts from his diary concerning this trip follow: -

“There we found two canal boats, one of them cast iron. oon

I entered the largest of the twe boats.

"We reached Harper's Ferry about nine in the evening, -
and, with the aid of Mr. Mercer and of the agent of the
Corporation I was quartered in the house of General Rust,
the Superintendent of the National Armory at this place.....
At one o'clock we all dined together at the inn, and after

~ dinner first visited the Armory, where the rifles are made;
but the works are not comparable to those at Springfield.
We then ascended the hill which overlooks the College, and .
rested at the residence of Captain John P. Hall,"ll

It was on November 23, 1843 that John Quincy Adams egain “

passed through Harpers Ferry, and his notation in his dia.ry vh-ich :

follows indicates no great change in the appearance of th’ tovn

"Harpers Ferry I remember with pleasmg and gad recollections

of the Congress pariy from Georgetown, in the iron. canal ‘boat,

on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal in Jume, 1834 It looks
much now as it did then."l1l4 o

A telegraph line was routed from Baltimore to Cumberland,

by wey of H&rpers Ferry, in 1848.
B In ‘the stmr of 1850 over 100 people or Harpers Ferry
dled of Asiatic Cholera and Ba.rry remarks that "the buainass ot

~ the place suffered severely nll5

. 113. Adems, Chagles Francis (editor),
L Adamg, 1876, Volume IX, pp.i340-142. A emall en@aving of

Harpers Ferry in 1835, shoving the brldge across ‘the Potonac .
River, may be found in Dutjephkofer's Reige nagh JNorda

stntﬁxart, 1835, faqw page 8.

114. Ibid Volume XI, p 1,40.

e Ban‘y,’ J@eph’,' op. cit., p, 2L




It was also in 1850 that St. John's Lutheran Church was
erected on land which was & gift from the Govermment.l16

According to an Act of COngresé dated 3 March 1819 allow-
ing the Secretary of War ‘to sell "certain military sites" and an
additional Act of Congress dated 28 April 1828, which included
(among other things) arsenale in this authorization , the Secretary
of War amnnounced that a sale‘ of Government property would be made
at Harpe:;s Ferzfy on the 18t and 2nd of September, 1852. An index
‘map of thé blocks and lots vconce:rned was ‘prepared by S. H;ovellvv
Brown, Surveyoi' of Jefferson Couniy, ‘Virg‘iniab. The ﬁorkmen at the
Armory were allowed to purchase not more than two lots apiece
but were given eagier 'ﬁems than the rest of the purchasers. The
terms required that all purchasers should pay one quarter of the
total price in cash and the balance in one and two years from the
date of the sale. The workmen were allowed o:ie , two, three and
four years to pay A total of 224 lots were listed as sold 51 of
them 1o the vorknen. ‘ , , N

Again on the l7th of February 1853 the Secretary of War
. held a further sale, the terms remaining the same The sale
included "the lots contained f«in the five blo’a‘ks on the cliffs on.
the Potomac River. Four of these blocks oontain twenty~two l@ts ’
Hmost of them sixty i‘eet from: by one ‘hundred and thirty-m feet

deep. One block eonteins seven 1¢@g_g£ differen‘b slzes - from

116. Ihe Jefferson Republiven, 20 September 1951, op. cit., p. 27.
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: two-fli‘ths of ‘an aere to two acres each. n117

A new arsenal was proposed about 1854, but evzldently no .
further action was taken in this matter.1'® However , in the fol-

lowing description of Harpers Ferry printed in 1855 a conéiderable,

‘number of arms are mentioned as being stored in the arsenal, and
there is little doubt that there was definite need for another

new building:119

“The village is compactly, though irregularly built around
the base of a hill, and is the center of considerable irade.
It contains four or five churches, several manufactories .

and flouring mills, a United States armory in which about
250 hands are employed, producing, among other articles, some
10,000 muskets annually, and & national arsenal. In the
latter are continually stored from 80,000 to 90,000 stand

of arms. As these are subjeet to the orders of the exeeutne 4

department at Washington, the deficiencies recurring frm
time to time are supplied from the factories.n120

On June 28 » 1859, about three o'clock in the aﬁ'.ern'oon, -

8 tornado passed through the afea of _Harpers Ferry'; 'Its effect

117. National Archives, Washington, b. C., RG 121, Public Puild-

ings Service, "Deeds From United States - Ha:rpers Ferry,"
Ordnance Office., Bound volume c. 14" x 20", Newspaper
‘e1ipping zlued inside front covar, .p., e. 1853 -

K. 113.. National ArchlVeS, 'ashlng'ton, D. C ., RG 156, Ordnance Offlce,

Speeial File Box No. 28 (ms), (llmrandwn from
o Col. Baker, July 19, 1854) o ,

119. On each of the maps dated 1835, which are listed @s ltems 4
... end 5 in the Appendfx, Part C, an "(Old Arsenal" and & "New
Arsenal” building’‘is shown. This means that from the date '

of the first building (c. 1800 ?) to sdme time previous to R

1835 there was such an expansion that ‘& new storeplace was
needed and provided. From the date of this new building
(pre 1835) to 1854 then, a period of at least 20 years ,
there was evidently a further neod for space . :

'120. Edwarde, Richard, Statigtical Qeze vor
. Umiule, mch-md, 1855, p._2,€3 s




rasv evidentaily s8light according 0 the following description: ‘

"A fine covered bridge that crossed the Shenadoah about
500 yds. above its mouth was lifted from its piers and
completely overturned into the bed of the ;strefam."ml

-
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| RART D |
THE ¥AR AND AFIERYARDS

Very little damage was sustained by Harpers Ferry buildings
during the John Brown raid of October, 1859, %2 put from the stert
of thé Civil War to recent times there have been a whole series of
wnfevoreble events which mark thh"‘declline of the town. The most
physical destruction was caused during the Wer. The situation was
a particularly unfortunate §ﬁe » being within reach of both Confederate
and Union forees throughout the emtire conflict.'?3 The first
calamity occurred on the night of May 18, 1861, when Captain Jones,
fearing that the Armory iould fall into the hands of ‘approaching
Confederate Troops, set fire to the buildings and abandoned the
place. 24 Before the ‘advancing forees had arrived, however, some
of the townspeople, afraid of losing their 11velihood ‘had extin-
'gulahed {the fire in the shops and had mnaged to save not’ only the
.‘buildlngs but the machlnery as vell. The arsenal itself, along’
with some 17,000 arms, was totally das’cmyed but ", valuable

machmery, tools, , large quantities or naterial and many thousands

-y - o oy

122. Robert E. Lee, J.E.B. Stuart, Thomas J. ("Stonewall") Jackson -
and (General) .Ioseph E. Johnston were: a11 mvolved in the raid. v

During the eivil War the two inportant northern invasions
by the Gonroderacy followod ‘hhat route near Harpers Ferry

124‘ ‘:grglegram frcm Capt. Jomes to liaj E Sibley, May 24 I 1861
National Archives - Record Group 92, Office of the
Quartermaster General, Consolldated COrrespondence F:.le
1794—1915, Box 377. . . o

e el
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6£ ‘unfiniéhed musket and pistol parts were saved, all of whiqh
_were ‘priceleés to the Confederacy, and were in fact the ‘heart’
“of Confederate Ordnance."125 |
Harpers Ferry was then occupied by the Confederates for
about two mnfhs, during which time the machinery was disﬂantled; "
"Everything seized wes sent by rail to Winchester, ihe

terminus of the railroed, -thence by wagons to Strausburg,
where the mnaasas Gap Rwy received it and carrled it to .

Richmond. w126
Thers it was storgd tenporarlly :in:'tobacco 'varehousés 3 be;}eause
the Virginia State Armory wes being Tenovated. The ziachinery'tor;
| manufacturing the short mdel 1841 rifle was shipped to Fayetteville ,
North Caroline, where production was’ startod in the spring ot 1862
"In March, 1865 upon the approach of Sherman's army, the
F‘Ayetteville machinery was loaded on cars and taken to
Egypt, Chatham County and seoreted in an old‘qipe. -;‘{_;The
Federals learned of this and :in May, a force ¢ men with
80-mule teams was sent in after it. Nearly all of the
maehinery wasg recovered and taken to Raleigh. wl2?

On the 14th of June, 1861 the Confederate force blew ‘
up the rallroad bridge, burned the main arnory bulldings and 1eft
the tovn. Two veeks later, on the 28th of June, s Colonel Faulkner's
forcea enterod the town and burned the Rifle Factery, de&tmyed :

the .Shenandoah Bridge and sone railroad stock.m l»fr. Herr's

125, Albeugh, Williem A. and Simmons, Edm-a N., mw
»‘rhe Stackpole conpany, Harnsbuxg s Ponnsylvania 1957, p 228

‘ Ib o’ P. 228.

127. Ibid., p. 219.

128, Toid., p. 67... ..

A
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buildings on Virginius 1s1land129 were rendered inacﬁive by the
Federal troops under the coﬁmand of Lt. Col. Andrew. His idea
was to reactivate them when the proper moment presenfed itgelf;
however, his plans went awry when Confederate cavalry forced entry
into the town and burned the extensive mill works, the date being
sbout the 16th of October 1861,130

One of the more destructive incidents occurred after a
Union scout had been shot by a sniper in February of 1862. Major
Tyndele sent his troops into that partvcf the town in which the
sniper had hidden with orders to burn everything betveen the armory
and the railroad bridge,‘including Fouk's Hotel.l3!

Lincoln visited McClellan in‘iéée and stayed ét‘the 0dd
Fellows Hall, now said to be the home of the oldest I;édge in West
Virginia.l32 By the winter of 1862 almost all.of the former
residents of Harpers Ferry had left the towﬁ; Only a few of the
older citizens remained.133 During the cburse of the War the
Presbyterian Church had been used as a horse stable and guard
house s the Hethodist Church was destroyed by vendalism and the

129. The island covered an area of about 13 acres. Before the War
: there were 28 neat dwellings, one flour mill, one cotton
- factory, one earriage factory, one sawmill , one machine shop
and one foundry on the island )

130. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 76.

1.310»? Ib 0’ po 76 ,r“,;; . . )
132 Daughters of the Amerlcan Revo;ution Magazine, October , 1953 ’

op. crt., p. 1147

133. Barry, Joseph, op. oit., p. 76,
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Lutheran Church had been used as & hospital ‘and had suffered con~
sidereble damage. Further destruction is recorded in a letter from
the corporate authorities of Harpers Ferry written in 1872.
"Two of our school houses were pulled down during the war by
the United States soldiers and the bricks after being used in
the camps were sold by the United States ordnance officer
here ..... the third and only remaining one, after having
been used almost constantly for a hospital and greatly demeged,
was repaired at the expense of the town ..... We have neither

town-house nor jail, the jail also havmg been dest.rcyed dur- -
ing the war."134 ,

The railroed bridge was destroyed and rebuilt nine times during ‘the
;mmummmﬂﬁmmmwmmmmmmmw
only the Fire Engine House escaped destruction.?®

The Govermment was never again to manufacture arms at
Harpers Ferry, Immediately after the war there was a certain
amount of rebuilding,'37 and the hope was that the town once again
would flouwrish. Mr. Herr sold his 13 scre island to the firm of

Childe and McCreight of Springfield, Ohio in July, 1867, and a

134. Letter of July 5 s 1872, from the corporate authorities of .
Harpers Ferry. National Archives, Record Group 121, Publie -
Buildings Service, West Virginia File Drawer No 28

135. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 87.
136, Ibid., p. 88,

137. Ibid., pp. 53-—58 Barry states that between 1865 and 1869
Mathew Quimn, Deniel Ames and J. M. Decaulne each hed erected
"splendid houses since the ‘War” with the lower floors. being

- used as storercoms and the’ upper floors being used es dwell-
' ../ings. He also remarks that Mr. Murthagh Walsh "has eredted
8 similar house on the site of the old and well-known Deran
gtore" and thet a frame building which was built towards the
close of the War “supplies the place of the old 'Wager Hotel'"
which was deatmyed 'by Federal Troopa in 1862.
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large force of men were employed for 15 months repairing the plac:e.l38
Even some of the armory buildings were placed into service again, 'thi‘sV
iime by the Quartermaster Troops, who put floors and roofs in them,.139
but, in general, the property of the Government was allowed to
deteriorate badly. The Presbyterian Church was repairéd , 48 were
the Catholic and the Lutheran Churches.:u’o New construction vinclml.ed
a new Methodist Church and several new houses. |

John Storer of Sanford, Maine, in February 1867, offered to
donate $10,000 towards the foundation of a school for Negroes some-
where in the South, providing some organization would match the offer.
After various arrangements and meetings (in which Dr 0. B. Gﬁeney,
‘then President of Bates Gollege, and Rev. N. C. Brackett ,%,a Baptist
missionary, played active roles)it was decided that Harpers !'crry
would be the proper site for this school, and accor‘dimgly a fa'rn of
150 acres was acquired on Bolivar Heights. In June 1867 $4,000
vwas raised at a public meeting held at Fairﬁort, New York. A promise
of $6,000 was obtained” from Genersl 0. 0. Howard of the Freedman's
Buresu in Weshingtom, D. C. Dr. Cheney went %o see James A. qufie;&
in an effort to secure a grant of Govermient land on Camp Hill. FAsV ‘.

a result of this plea, four large briek mansions, former residences

138. Ibid., P. 93.

139. A let'ber from D. J. Young to Brevet Major A. B. Dyer, dated
March 12, 1866. National Archives, Record Group 92, Office
of the Quartermaster General, Consolidated Correspondence
File 1794-1915, Box 377.

140. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 93.
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of. offi’cers of ilxe ée%@ent yorkeb, were acquired;iu On Monday,
October 2nd 1867, stbiér College commenced instruction in "mchodd
‘ House" with 19 pupils. ‘The fa.m, vrhich had. been purchased previ-
'ﬂ'oualy, was, in pa.rt divided into lots, which were 8old , and the
o ‘"i_rememder of the _property was cultivated in order to provide f:maa- o ’I
L 1al assistance In 1868 I.ineoln Hall, a boarding house for nale ‘
‘."etudents, was built and in mrch of that year a charter vas gra.ntecl
.-'bhe sehool ‘b;r the State of West V:Lrginia. ‘I‘he school grew over the '
years until in 1950, there were 274 pupd.ls and nine buildings o
- covering an a:ree of 30 aerea.lfl’? | S -
.' R Since the Governmenﬁ 'orks at Harpers Ferry had been
destroyed during the Givil War 5 1t vas deeided to allow private

enterprise the privilege of using the excellent water power avail— »‘

| able there. Accordlngly, Congress passed an Act dated' "Z.ﬁ December

. 1868 directing the Secretary of War to conduct & public auetion
| - f.of the Goncrnnent lands . holdings and water power privileges, and -
thia ias carried mxt on Novalber 30 -and Decenber J:st ‘and 2nd, 1869,

'J"the 'botal biﬂ being $279,303 50. Inclnded in the sale were:
- ~(l)”m-}raterpower and grounds on vhieh the arsenal a.rmoriea and

- and (4) A 1arge nmber of buildm_ lets. The sale was on credit

TR im 5 i ;
141. House of Represen‘ta ‘W#ﬂ Re“port No. 1525 ’ ﬁihional ,Arehivea ’

 Record Group 121, Public Buildmgs Serv‘ice, m:'pera me S
_'._)b 390 uiseellaneous.

' b"l‘ 19514 oi)"./ j‘eit., ,_p.‘ 6. A
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bidder, offering $206,000 for the chief item consisting of the
water power and the armory and rifle factory grounds. He was
given one and two years' time for payment. Many of the poorer
citizens of Harpers Ferry, encouraged by the proapect thus of-
fered of & thriving private industry in their town, purchased
240 lots for the aggregete sum of $73,303.50, on similar credit
terms. Shortly after the sale handbills were circulated ;n the
town announcing that Senator Sprague of‘Rhode Island was to address
the populace on "The Future of Harpers Ferry." The distinguished
speaker never érrived and, upon investigation, it was discovered
that he was completely ignorant of the affair.’4? It gredually
became evident that Captain Adams and his partners were nothing
but irresponsible speculators who sought only to sue thé‘Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad because their tracks were laid on the arhcry
property.l44 .

| At this eritieal point the town experienced one of the
most disestrous floods of its history. The flood lasted two dsys,
sfarting on Friday, September 30, 1870, Thervater rose éix feet
in four minutee and Virginius Island,‘0verton Island and the down-

~ town section of the town were under water. The covered bridge of

- o

143. Barry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 108.

———— o

144, It is unfortunate, indeed, that Capt. Adams and his partners
. in fraud produced such a high bid for the Baltimore amd Ohio
“Railroad was plamning to set up & rolling mill on the armory
site, a legitimate enterprise. This statement is found in
Berry, Joseph, op. cit., p. 109.
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the railroad was washed away, and a total of some seventy houses
in Harpers Ferry were lost, as well as forty-two 1ives.l4§k Thé
flood, of course, greatly diminished the value of the property.
Furthermore, very little was done to maintain or improve the arnory
and rifle factory properties afterwards. The Government wag
unable to collect the money due on the bonds:and was fiﬁallyfcone
pelled to enforce its vendor's lien. The armory and rifle fac-
tory properties were bought back at a fraction of the orlginal
price. Since tha najority'cf the snall lot purchasers were poor
people and could not meet the terms of purchase, Gongress pasgsed
an Act on June 14, 1878, which authorized the Solicitor of the
Treasury to releese them from their obligations by the cancellation
of their contracts and also to meke possible & resale of the érop? |
erties. In the period between sales, the property on which the
armory and rifle works had stood was allowed fb further deteri-
orate and much of the iron was stolen because no‘wﬁtchmen had been
employed for protection.;46 Only twelva of the purchasers of
1869 had built new houses and 122 of the lots were listed as still

vacan.t:.l47

145. Barry, Jbseph, op. clt., PP. 96—104 .There is presented
here a descriptlon of the flood in ell its terrifying aspects.

146, From an 1nspect10n report from William E. Anderson to James D.
Butt, dated September 10, 1877. National Archives, Record
Group 121, Public Buildings Service, Harpers Ferry Cage No. 155.

147. Gancelled bonds from the sale of December 6, 1869, National
Archives Record Group 121, Publie Buildings Service, Harpers
Ferry File No. 387, Gancelled Bonds. -
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In 1877, the year before the resale, & flood of the
Potomac River alnosi destroyed the C. & O. Canal. The hope of
reviving the town through the reerstablishme‘nt of industry also
motivated the sale of 1878, but considersble trouble developed
because the titles and rights to the land had been confused and "
clouded. Further sales were held in 1880, 188l and 188,148 bt
unfortunately the dreams of renewed prosperity were never dgiin
realized. The water power at Harpers Ferry became less and‘lgss
important as new developments ‘and techniques in industrial power
became feagible. A great flood in 1936 inundated the lower part
of the town and destroyed bridges,further discouraging business. .
Squatters began moving into the deserted buildings. |

In the meantime, &n Act of Congress of August 21, 1935 ,
authorized the Secretary of the Interior to undertake prese:ﬂivat’idn_
of historic structures under the National Park Service. On April 9,
1936, at a méeting at Harpers Ferry, Arno B. Cammerer, Birector
of the National Park Service, expressed huselr as being whole-
heartedly in favor of establmhing a National Historic Site -
1;1143re.1“'9 In a meeting of National Park Service ot‘flcers and con-

. gressmen on ithe 17th of February, 1938, it was disclosed that the

ing 22 months. Harpers Ferry Netional Monumeni was estgbliahed_
148, See Appendix, Part A, items 32, 33 and 35. T

149. Shepherdstown Register, April 9, 1936, Shepherdstawn, West
Virginia, "Big Time at Harpers Ferry.% ..
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by an Act of Congress dated June 30, 1944. It was to be in the

duel state area of Maryland and West Virginia and was not‘ vto exceed
1500 acres.150 By 1952 Maryland hed made $40,000 availsble for land
purchases, and the Conservation Commission of the State of West |
Virginia had procured $350,000. Finally, by & deed dated January 16,
1953, about 500 acres of land at Harpers Ferry was donated to the
United States. |

ARy

150.  Public Law 386, 78th Congress, Chepter 328, 2nd Session.
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September 26 - Roberi; Harper's Last Will
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January 28 - A letter from Timothy Pickering to -
Tobias Lear relative to the United States pur-
chase of land at Harpers Ferry for the establish-
ment of an arsenal

February 26 - A letter from Tobias Lear to
Timothy Pickering stating that property at Harpers
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June 15 -~ A warranty deed, John Wager, Sr. et ux.
to the United States for a 20-acre island and
the "Harpers Ferry Tract" in Berkeley County,
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February 20 - A warranty deed, Thomas B\rbherford
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November 22 - A warranty deed, Thomas Wilson
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of land in Berkeley County, Virginia
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‘materials of which they are built, and their .
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1830, Decerbor 24 - A contract betveen John mrkell
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1833, July 15 - A contract betwesn Daniel 1. Matthies ST

"end George Rust, Superintendent of the U. S.°
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Virginia given by /Judge Jacksop/ on November
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Baltimore and Ohio Railroad .. .
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ashington, D C., National Archives, R.G. 153, Office of the Judge
Advecate General, lilitary Resecvation Division, Reservation File,
Yest Virginia Box No. 44, 1 Harpers Ferry (ms), (A copy of the last
w111, Robert Harper. Berkeley County, Virginia, 26 September 1782)

"In the Name of God Amen. I Robert Harper of Berkeley
County in the Commonwvealth of Virginia being sick and weak in
Body but sound in Memory and Judgement calling to mind the
frailty and vicissitudes of Iife and succeeding Eternity do
hereby make Constitulbe, ordain and appoint this to be my last
will and Testament revoking, disallowing and rescinding all
other Wills or Testament by me heretofore made in manner and
form as follows Viz. I leave my Body to the Earth to be
burried /sic./ in a decent manner at the discretion of my
Executors after mentioned and reccommend /sic./ my Soul to the
hands_of that God who gave it in hopes of a glorious Resuraction
/sic./ there the atonement and ato/n_/ement of our lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ: and for what Woddy Estate it hath pleased
God to bestow upon me I give leave and bequeath a & follows after
ry Just Debts Death Bed and Funeral Expenses are paid off Viz.
Imprimis I give Leave and Bequeath to my Nephew Robert Griffith
one moiety or half of my Ferry Survey to form a Straight & direct
line to run along the two fences on the Fast Side or that Side
next to the Ferry The one fence Lying on the North and the other
on the South Side of the road leading from the Ferry tc Winchester
the Sides of the above menticned Fences 1o be a derector /sic/ or
to Show where each end of the Devision /sic./ line Shall terminate,
The end of the line leading to Potowmack to terminate as Soon as
it Strikes that River, the end Leading to Shenandoah to keep a
Straight Course till it likewise strikes said River and to Contain
and Include the Island opposite where the said line strikes, Thence
to Run up my Line Joining Semples line, to Continue with said line

Zgécond Pagg7

and to Include Ninety Acres of a_New Survey Thence to Continue its
Course till where the Devision /sic./ line Shall Strike Potowmack
River Including therewith my Saw Mill and Grist mill with all The
utensils belonging to both Kills, likewise I do leave unto my
said Nevhew all my moveable Estate whatsoever Except my negroe
wench Beck,-----

oMY 1 give leave and bequeath unto my Mlce /sic./ Sarah Harper
Daughter of my Brother Joseph Harper Joiner and Cabinet maker
late of Philadelphia or her heirs my Ferry and Ferry house on
Potowmack River and all the remeinder of my ferry survey not
before devised to Robet Griffith together with all my Estate
Right and Title to the Maryland Shore of the Said Ferry, and
also all my Estate Right and Title to and for Ten Acres upon
what is now called The big Island up Potowmack River adjoining

6l.
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the Feryry aforesald But it is my will that neither my said

Neice [Ezc. Sarah or her husband if 2live shall enjoy the said
Ferry and ds hereby devised and bequeathed 1ONger y144 their
natural life or Iives, and it is likewise my will that my said
Niece Sarah or her Husband Shall and may have {ull power and
authority to leave and bequeath the saild Ferry and Lands to them
devised as above to either of their sons whom they Shall Judge
most deserving Thereof and in case of failure of male line to
leave and give the premises aforesaid to either of Their Daughters
as may appear to them or the survivor of them the most suitable
It is likewise my will that my Debis all and sundry Shall be paid
out of the rents of my Ferry by my Executors aftermentioned who
are hereby empowered to retain the same till 211 Just Claims and
Denands against my Estate are paid off and discharged-----

Thirdly It is my will in Concideration of vhat is above
/Third Page/

devised and made over to my said Heice Zgic;7 Sarah thatl she her
or assigns shall be ocliged to Terry over ot the Ferry above-
mentioned passage free cvery person or persons vho shall bring
with them Grist of any kind to the 1ills on the Lands nowr belong-
ing to me adjoining the same------

Fourthly, I hereby give leave and bequeath unto my Neipher /sic,/
Joseph Vreeen a Tract of Land Containing Three hundred acres of
Land Lying at the mouth of Indian Run Sleepy Crcek in Berikeley.
County being the same as as purchased by me from Aron Rice —--

Fifthly, I hereby give and leave and bequeath unto my Nephew Robert
Harper Josiah Harper, Jonas Vreen, Hezekiah Vreen and Israel Vreen
the whole amount of what my Negroe wench Beck Shall bring to be
equally Devided /sic,/ and Shared anmongst them, and for that pur-
pose it is my will that my IExecutors Shall.as Scon as Convenient

fnd for the more sure causing this my Last will and Testament to
be put inte due Execution, I dc hereby orde#én nominate Constitute
and appoint and by these presents have ordained nominated Con-
stituted and appointed my -ell beloved friends Edward Lucas

John Ryan of Berkeley County_and_Robert Griffith of Bedford
County in the_Commonwealty /oic,/ of Virginia to be my only true
and Laytull [Eicé/ Executors for the purposes before menticned,
herevy ratifying and Confirming all and vhatsoever my seid
attorneys shall lawfully do with regard to the premises, and They
or either of ‘Them Shall not be liable to any Neglect or Omissions
respecting the Same, In Witness whereof I have here unto set my
hand and seal unto this my Last Will and Testament This Twenty -
Sixth Day of September in the year of cur Lord
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one Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty Two-

Signed sealed published proncunced and

declared by the said Robert Harper to

be hig Last Will and Testament in Robert Herper
presence of us-

R, M. _Knight

T /?_/ Hamilton

John Duncen

William Duncan

Wm Darke

Be it known to all men by these Presents that I Robert Harper

of the County of Berkeley & Commonwealth of Virginia, have

nade & declared my Last Will and Testament in vriting Bearing

date this first day of october one Thousand Seven Hupdred and
Eighty-Two, I Robert Harper by this present Co--il / 2/ do

ratify confirm s“ last will & Testament, and it is further my

ILast will that four acres of Land most Convenient round .
my Grave yard Shall be laid off By my Executors & be inti--ly 7/
Appropriate to the use of a grave yard and all my Debts due

by Bond note or Back Debt and all the rents now due from my

ferry Be By my Executors disposed of in the best manner Towards
frecting a grave yard and Bullding a church on s® four acres of
land, Q /?_/ He--ing /?_/ a head and foot stone for my Wife

so /?_/ grave and likevise for my own and my will and meaning

15 that this co codicil be adjudged to be a part and parcel of

my last will and Testament and that_all_ things contained therein,
be faithfully and truly preformed /sic./ and as fully and amply o
in every respect as if the same had been declaired /sic./ and sit gic./
down in my last will & testament as Witness my hand this first Day
October one thousand Seven hundred and Eighty-two

Signed in presence of us

R. M. Knight

W™ Darke Robert Harper his mark

James (Claypocle



%t a court held for Berkeley County the 15th day of
October 1782 This last will and Testament together with the
codecil [EicL/ annexed of Robert Harper Deceased VWas presented
to court by John Ryan Edward Lucas and Robert Griffith the
Fxecutors wherein named who made Oath thereto according to Law
and the came being provd /sic,/ by the Oaths of Robert M. Knight
William Darke and William Duncan witnesses thereto and ordered
to be recorded and on the motion.of the said Executore ho
entered into Bond with William Darke and John Briscoe Jun®
their securities in the penaliy of five Hundred pounds con-
ditioned for their true and faithful administration of the
said Estate Certificate is granted them for obtaining a probate
thereol in due form

Teste
Will Drew

A Copy Teste
D.Hunter CBGY




Public Statues at large of the United States of America
Vol, 1, 1st -- 5th Congress 1789-1799, 1845, p.352

An Act of Congress providing for the erection of the arsenal,
Third Congress Sess. I. Chapter 14 1794

"Chap. XIV - An Act to provide for the erecting and repairing
of Arsenals and lMagazines, and for other purpcoses.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That for the safe keeping of the military stores, there shall be
established under the direction of the President of the United States,
three or four arsenals with magazines, as he shall Judge most
expedient, in such places as will best accommodate the different
parts of the United States. ZEither or both of the arsenals heretofore
used at Springfield and Carlisle, to be continued as part of the
said number, at his discretion: DProvided, that none of the said
arsenals De erected, until purchases of the land necessary for thelr
accormodation be made with the consent of the legislature of the
state, In which the same is intended to be erected.

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall
be established, at each of the aloresaid arsenals, a national armoury,
in vhich shall be employed one superintendent, and one master-arrmourer
(who shell be appointed by the President of the United States) and
as many workmen as the Secretary for the department of war shall,
from time to time, deem necessary, so that the whole number at all

the armouries shall not exceed one hundred. And the said superintendents

chall each receive as a compensation, seventy dollars per month, and
the s2id master-armourer each, fifty dollars per month.

Section 3. And be it further enacted, Thal there shall be
employed an officer, whose duty it shall be (under the direction of
the department of war) to superintend the receiving, safe keeping
and distribution of the militery.stores of the United States, and
1o call to account all persons, Lo whom the same may be intrusted:
he shall receive for his compensation, at the rate of one hundred
and twenty-Cive dollars per monti, and shall be appointed by the
President of the United States,

Section 4. And be it further enacted, That a sum not
weceeding fifty-nine thousand dollars, be appropriated for the
erecting and repairing of the arsenals and magazines aforesaid,
and & sum not exceeding twenty-two thousand eight hundred and sixty-
five dollars for defraying the expense of the national armouries,
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for one year; and the further sum of three hundred and forty
thousand dollars, to be applied, under the direction of the
President of the United States, in the purchase of arms,
apmunition and military stores, hich said several sums chall
be paid out of the duties on ilmports and tonnage, to the end
of the present year.

Section 5. And be it further enacted, That an annual
account of the expenses of the national armouries be laid before
the legislature of the United States, together with an account
of the arms made and repaired therein,

Approved, April 2, 1794%
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Yashington, D. €., National Archives, R.G. 153 Of{ice of the Judge
Advocate General, Military Reservation Division, Reservation File
1809-1942, West Virginia Box No. 44, 1 Harpers Ferry (ms), (Letter,
Timothy Pickering, War Office Washington, D C, to Toblas Lear,
January 28, 1796)

y
"War Ofgice §an 28 179
rec Feb’ 11 "
"Sir,

The President having examined a report from this depart-
ment and the papers accompanying the same, relative to the site
for an arsenal on the Potowmac, and weighed the advantages &
disadvantages of the several places contemplalted!for that object
is of opinion that the situation in the fork L,%L[ as the
Junction of the Potowmac and Shenandoah rivers‘is the most
eligible, as combining the greatest advantages. He has con-
sequently desired that I would cause measures 1to be taken
irmediately for purchasing the land and erecting the necessary
werks, in conformity to the act of Congress.

The interest you have teken in this affair, & the agency
you have had in the preliminary agreements with the proprietors,
joined to your earnest wishes al / sic. _/ all times to render
your assistance in carrying into effect whatever the President
deems importantly beneficial to his country, leave me

— - no
/Second Page/

no choice of an agent to complete the purchase of the lands
necessary for the establishment of an Arsenal. I beg leave to
commit the business to your management, and to request that you
will immediately proceed to make the purchase of Lir. Rutherford
and the Wagers.

By your letter to the President of the 26th of October I
conclude the'saw-mill tract which Bready agreed to sell to John
Jager junr.' is the same which in Col. Gilpin's sketch is called
'"Harper's Saw-mill', and that this tract is necessary to obtain
a complete command of the water of the Shenandoah; of course
that it must be comprehended in your purchase.

It will be expedient to agree on a price with Col. Bull for
so much of his land asg shall eventually be wanted for the public
service; & before he knows that the arsenal is positively to
be fixed as above mentioned. If there are any other proprietors
- whose lands on your examination shall appear necessary or highly
beneficiel to the public establishuent, it will be desirable
that the like conditional bargains should be made,

In
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[Third Page/

In conversation with Mr. Weston, he mentioned the prac-
ticability of making a canal on the right bank of the Potowmac
from the commencement of the rapids about a mile & three quarters
above the mouth of the Shenandoah, down to the point; & that
fifteen feet head of water may be gained in that distance. Now
eventually it may be important 1o the public to possess the
right of making such a canal: and therefore I must request the
favor of you to see whether it will be practicable to secure it,
& on vhat terms. Conditicnal bargains for the land may be
entered into. Or will the property of the Wagers and Rutherford
extend that length? I hope it does, and that the right will be
obtained by the purchasers already contemplated to be made of

them,

If a sketch of the lands of the various proprietors in the
fork /2/, to the extent of a thousand or more acres, could be
easily furnished, accompanied by a description of the lands, in
relation to the adjolning waters, and the qualities of the lands,
particularly in regard to their surface whether hilly,

stony
/Fourth Page/

stony or otherwise, with indications on the sketch where the
gualities change, it would be of great use in judging of further
purchases,

. I enclose the original agreements of Mr. Rutherford and the
Harpers. It had escaped my recollection that they had fixed the

1st /2/ & 10th of this month to terminate their conditional
obligations, until_I since reexamined the papers on this subject,

in forming my my [sicL/ report to the President. I shall be very
unhappy should this delay induce them to depart from their agree-
ments. I am sure you will do whatever is in your power to establish
them and complete the purchase.

I shall be obliged by your acknowledging the receipt of
this letter & your acceptance of the agency should it be impracticable
for you to undertake (tho! I earnestly hope otherwise) I must ask
the further favor of you to employ a perfectly confidential man
in your stead.

I am wvith great respect &
esteem, dear sir, Yr obt Servt

Timothy Pickering

Tobias Lear Esqr." ‘




“Jashington, D. C., National Archives R.G. 153 Office of the Judge €9.
Advocate General, Militery Recervation Division, Reservation File
1609-1942, Viest Virginia Box No. 44, 1 Harpers Ferry (ms) (Letter

Tobias Lear, Washington, D. C. to Ccl. Pickering, February 26, 1796)

"Jashington Fet’ 26th 1796
Sir,

I have the pleasure to inform you that I have con-
cluded the Bargain with the '/agers and Rutherford for the _
property at the junction of the Rivers Shenandoah & Potomak /sic,/
And it is with peculiar satisfaction I can add that it is ob-
tained for the gum precposed in the Terms offered by them last
Fall viz. 6666 ° /100 Dollars for one Tract and Ten Thousand
Dollars for the other with a Relinquishment cf some Reservations
then proposed by the agers on the Ferry Tract malking the vhole
much more Tavorable for the Public, I found more Difficulty
in concluding the Bargain than in any Thing of a similar Kind
that I ever undertook and I am peculiarly happy in having ef-
Tected it as it seems an Object of the First Importance for
the Public and I am sure you 71ill feel satisfied with it as it
relleves you [rom the Apprehension of Evil having resulted
from Delay.

I enclose copies of the Agreements with the parties
from which Deeds may be dravn by the Attorney General of the
United States. Lir. Lee being so perfectly acquainted vwith
the Manner in which these Things should be done in Virginia
I thought it better to put it uvpon this Footing than to have
Deeds drawn and signed in the Tirst Instance in which there
might possibly have been some Flaw. The orginal Agreements I
keep in my Hands not caring to trust them unnecessarily to
the Contingencies of a Letter. My further Agency in this
Business if wanted may be commanded.

I have the Honor to be
with the greatest Respect and Isteem
Sir Your most obedient Servant

[Eﬁgneg7.Tobias Lear
Col. Pickering

P.S8. The two Tracts now agreed for include the whole Fall

of the Potomack and Shenandoah- of the former there may be

15 Feet feall with the whole Veight of the water of the River-
of the latter 25 Feet all the water of the River, I made no
additional Agreement for adjoining lands as some peculiar
.circumstances were then in the way but I have no doubt of
peing able to obtain it for twenly Dollars an Acre."
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Washington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 121 Public Buildings
Scrvice, Harpers Ferry Laminated Material (ms) (Copy of a warranty)
deed, John Wager, Sr. et ux, Berkeley County, Virginia to the
United States, June 15,1796).

1) .

"his Indenture made this fifteenth day of June in the year

one ‘thousand seven hundred and ninety six Beteen John

Vager Senior and his wife llerey John ager Junior and

Margrett Vager all of Berkeley County In the Commonvealth

of Virginia and Mary Wager of the City of Philadelphia

of the one part and George Washington president of the United
States of the other part, witnesseth that the said John Wager
Senior and his said wife John Wager Junior Margrett Wager

and Mary VWager for and consideration of the Sum of Seven

Thousand and Sixteen Dollars and Two Thirds of a Dollar

Lewfull money to them in hand pald before the Ensealing and
Delivery of these presents on account of the United States by the
gald George VWashington president of the said United States

the receipt whereof they the said John Wager Senior and his

said wife John Wager Junior Margrett Wager and lMary Wager do
hereby acimowledge and thereof the said United States do forever
Esconerate and Acquit and for and in Consideration of the
Covenants herein after Reserved on the part of the United States
to be kept and performed have granted bargained and sold alien
Release and Confirm and by these presents do grant bargain and
sell alien Release and Confirm unto the said George Washington
president of the United States & his successors forever the
following parcels or Tracts of Land that is to say an Island

in the River Potomack opposite to Harpers ferry Containing

Twenty Acres more or Less, alsc all that parcel of Land / except
as is herein after excepted situate in the saild County of
Berkeley Commonly known by the name of Harpers fer®y Tract, +hich
was devised by the Last will of Robert Harper bearing date on or
about the Twenty sixth day of September one Thousand Seven hundred
and Eighty two unto his neice Sarah Harper and is bounded by the
River Potomack, on the outside by the River Shennandoah on
another side and by the line deviding it from the Tract or parcel
of Land devised by the said Robert Harper unto Robert Griffith

on the other side / Excepting, sixX acres part therecof vhere upon
the Buildings occupied hy the said John Vager Senior now stands
to be laid off in one parcel and bounded by the Road Leading
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2) _

up the Shenandoah River on the one side by the west side

of the Garden fence belonging to the Dwelling houce of the said
John ager Senior and a line Extending from thence Northerly

to include a Stable on the norith side of sald Dwelling house

on another side thence Fasterly till within one hundred and fifty
feev from the Bank of the River potomack, then Southerly till

it strikes the Road aforesaid Leading from the {erry up the
Shannandoah, Exzepting also a piece of Land for the ferry lLaending
one hundred and ten feet from the bank of the River Potomack

from the Bank of that River potomack near the north end of a stone
house down To the point where the waters of the Potomack and
Shannandoah Rivers join, the aforesaid piece of Land being intended
by the parties to lay along the Bank of the River potomack & to

be in all parts one Hundred & Ten feel wide from the said Bank

and tc begin on the said Bank near the said stone house and to
extend with the said River dowvn to the point of Junection with the
Shannandoah Together with all houses Except as before Excepted
vays and waters Except as is herein after provided and Covenanted
woods Commodities advantages and hereditaments to the hereby
granted premises belonging or in any manmer appertaining (Except
as herein before hath been or herein after shall be Excepted or
otherwise provided and the Reversions and Reversions Remainder

and Remainders Rents issues and profits thereol, and all the Right
Title Interest and Clause in Law or Eguity of them the said

John Vager Senlor and his saild wife John Wager Junior, nargrett
vager and Mary wager, and each of them of in and to Concerning

the premises herein granted Subject to the Covenants Eiceptions
and provision herein Contained and Expressed, to have & 1o hold
the said parcels of Iand and appurtenancies except as herein Excepted
reserved and Covenanted unto him the said George Washington president
of the United States and his successors forever to and for the use
and behoof of the said united States forever and to and for no
other use or behoof whatscever and free and clear ef all and every
charge and Incumbrance Vhatsoever Except as herein Contained and
Expressed and the said George Washington president of the united
States for himself and his successors do the Covenant and agree
for and on behalf of the said united States with the said John
Jager Senior and his

3) | L

said wife John Wager Junior llargrett Wager and llary \ager

and their heirs Executors administrators and assigns that the several
owner Or owners possessor or possessors occupler and occuplers of the
land and premises herein and hereby Excepted and not Conveyed

and their heirs and assigns shall have the right and priveledge

of keeping the publick Ferry or ferrys from the said Landing

at the junctions of the said Rivers accross each to the opposite
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shore and of Landing at any time hen the Current of either

River shall make it Neccessary the boat or boats Employed

in the said ferriage or any pari of the hereby granted premises
and so long as the United States are furnished and accomodated
with addequate means of Transporiing accross each River

to and from the said ferry Landing whatsoever shall be requested
for publick use or purpose it shall not be ILawfull for the said
united States at their oim expense to Transport any-person or thing
from the said ferry Landing accross Either River or from the
oppesite side of Either River to the said Ferry Landing but
vhenever and so often as the United States shall not be furnished
71th same and immediate transportation of any person or persons
thing or things to the and that unreasonable Delay or Interruption
may net be suffered in their affairs, it shall be ILawfull for the
united States aforesaid at their own Expense to Transport at to and
from the said ferry Landing any perscn or persons thing or things or
pubiick account which for the general good shall be Expedient

and the said Jonn Wager Senior for himself and his heirs Executors
and administrators doth declare Covenant and agree to and with the
sald George Washington president of the United ' and

his successors forever that he the sald John Wager Senior in
pursuance of the intent of the Last will of Robert Harper hath
Ellected and Appointed his son the said John Vager Junior to take
and to have and hold the said parcel of Land devised by the

Last will aforesaid unto the sald Sarah Harper his late wife who
has Departed this Life without meking any devise or appointment
thereof and that he the said John Wager Senior will not make

any other appointment or any Request whatscever thereof, And it is
mutually agreed between the said John Wager Senior and his said
wife John Wager Junior and Margrett Wager and Mary Wager and their
Respective heirs

—

&/

on the one part and the said George Washington president of the
United States and his susseccors on the other part that it shall

be Lawfull for Tobias Lear his Executors administrators and assigns
to have hold and Enjoy all that part of the hereby granted premises
for and During the Term of his Contract that is to say for the
space of Seven years Commencing from the day of December ILast any
thing herein to the Contrary, notwith standing but subject to such
future agreement as the said Tobias Lear his Executors or
Administrators shall make with the united States and the said

John Vager Senior and his said wife John Wager Junior lMargrett

Jlager and Mary Wager severally and for their several helrs Executors
and administrators the hereby granted premises and their appurtenances
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subject to the Exceptions and Covenants and provisions aforesaid
unto him the said George Vashington president of the united

States and his successors for the use of the united States as
aforesaid against the said John ‘Jager senior and his said wife
John Vager Junior largrett Wager and lary .Jager and their heirs
Jointly and Severally and against the Claim of all and every persoi
and persons whatscever will warrant and shall forever Defend by
these presents, In witness vhereof the parties have here unto

set their hands and seals the Doy and year first above written
signed sealed and Delivered in —

the presence of ——==-~ John ‘ager /1s/

Arthur Shaaf & George Scott &

Robert Wnittett as to John Vager o

John Vager Jun & Margrett ‘ager John ‘ager Jun /LS/

and by the said Mary Wager in the o
presence of us Fred, Bealec Phil,T, largrett Jager /18/

Dunn - - - = = = = = = - - - - - -
Mery Vager /1S/

VMemorandum of the Couvres of the Six acres reserved to John Vager
In end mentioned in the foregoing Deed, Viz Beginning at a stake
standing the west side the ferry Road one hundred and {ifty feet
from the Bank of the River potomack and Running thence S° 50-

] 26 N poles to a stake on the Edge of a hill near the Shannan
doah Bottom and on the side of a slate Rock belween a Mulber

ry abd hop wocd Tree both marked with three Chops on one

side thence N° 48 7 40 poles to a Chestnut tree on the side of a
hill marked as a Corner then N°® 50 E 22 poles to a stake at the
side of a Broad Rock, then S° 53 E 40 poles to the aforesaid Be-
ginning Containing and now laid Down for six acres of Land

5)

Surveyed at the Request of Mr. Tobias Leir as being the
Six Acres Reserved by lir John Jager and other in the sale
of their Lands Given under my hand My 17th - 1796 Signed,
a true Copy witness John Davenpor?d '

John ‘lager John Wager Junior,

Hfemorandum that on the Fifteenth day of June one Thousand Seven
hundred and ninety six we Received from George :shington presicent
of the United States on their account by the hands of Toblas Lear the
sum of Six Thousand Six Hundred and Sixty Six Dollars and Two

Thirds of a Dollar also Three hundred and fifty Dollars making

the full considera®ion within mantioned Viz. Seven Thousand and
Sixteen Dollars and Two Thirds cf a Doilar. In witness whereof




e have hereunto set our hands and seals the day and year last
rentioned —
ttested by John Jager /LS/
Arthur Shaaf & Ge® Scott Jun John Tager Jr /18/_
Fobert Whittett as to John Wager Margrett Wager /LS/
John ager Jun & Margrett Jager Mary ager /JIS/
and to the signing ofkthe sald o
Mary Vlager by us Fred Bealles- G* Vashington /15/
Phil, T. Dunn, witnesses at the
signing of Geo® Washingbon-—-—-
Thonas Peter, Ge®™/ Craik

hereas Certain Causes have prevented the Reecrding of this

amexed Deed Conveyed Certbain Land from John Vager and John Wager Jr
to the United States Now Thereof be it Knovm that e the
Subseribers a party to the eforesaid Deed do Comsent Covenant

and agree to and with the United States that the aforesaid non
Recording of sald Deed does and shall not in any way Invalidate
the samc and ve do by these presents acknorledge said Deecd to be
Just lrue and firm and that the date thereof shall be o2 the first
day of February one Thousand Seven Hundred and Nincty Seven
Instead of the fifteenth day of June one Thousand Seven Hundred
and Minety Six and that the Recording therecof take place from and
after the said first day of February any thing in

6
the Deed aforesaid to the Contrary notwith standing Given under
our hands and seals at Harpers ferry in the County of Berkeley
Cormonrvealth of Virginia this first day of February one Thousand
Scven Hundred and ninety Seven Sealed Signed and Delivered

John Jager /[1S/
in presence of -~ - - - -~ - - o
Rob® whittett, Tho® Wilson John Vager Jun IS_/
#illiam Merideth

City of Philadelphia Sct

Before me iMatthew Clarkson
Esgr Mayor of the City of Philadelphia came Mary ager
one of the Grentors in the vithin written Indenturé named
and in Due form of Law acknowledged the same to be hir act
and Deed and Desired it might be Recorded as such she being
nineteen years and Ten Tantha of ace,-w-




In Testinony whereof I the seid Mayer have hereunto

set my hand and Caused the Seal of the Mayoralty of

(LS) the sald City to be hereunto affixed the Tweaty Third

( ) day of June ia the year of our Lord cne Thousand Seven
hundred and ninety six-——-——- - Matthew Clarkson mayor

AL a Court held for Berkeley County the 24th day of July
1797 this Indenture was acknowledged by John Wager John
Vager Junior two of the parties thereto vhich together with
the dvly Avthenticated Ceritificate, as to the Ixecution of

Mary vager the cther party, and the other endorecements there

on appearing, is ordered tc be recorded

By The Court

Teste
Mo Hunter, CBC
A Copy
Teste

DA Hunter (BCH
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ylashington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated Material (ms), (L copy of a
warranty deed, Themas Rutherford et al Berkeley County, Virginia
to the United States, February 20, 1797).

"This Indenture made this twentieth Day of February in the year

of our Lord one Thousand Seven Hundred & ninety Seven Between
Thomas Rutherford William Darke van Rutherford & lary Rutherford
Ixect & Executrix of Thomes Rutherfcrd Junior Deceased of the
County of Berkeley & State of Virginia of the one part and

George Wachington president of the United States for and behalf of
the said United States of the obher part, witnesseth that the said
Executors and Executrix by viritue cf the Last will and Testament of
the said Thomas Rutherford Junicr deceased and for & in consideration
of the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars to them in hand paid by the

said George Washingtcen president of the United States for and in
behalf of the said United States the Receipt vhereof they do
hereby acknewledge and thercof do [Torever release acquit acquit

& discharge the said United States. They the said Executors and
Executrix do hereby grant bargein sell alien release and Confirm!
untec the said George Washington president of the United States

& his successor for ever, A Certain Tract or parcel of Land Situate
Iying and being in the said County of Berkeley & near the Confluence
of the Rivers Potomack and Shennandocah and bounded as follows,
Beginning at Three Sycamores corner to Thomas Wilson, on the

North Bank of Shenodocah and running thence with the said Wilsons
line north two Degrees west one hundred & thirty six poles to a
vhite Oak corner- Thence North Seventy Three Degrees west Thirty
Six poles to a stake in a field thence north Seventy nine Degrees
west one hundred & Sixty Eight poles to a small white oak Growing
out of stump Corner to said wilson & the ILands of potts wilson
16°, Thence with their line North six degrees East one hundred &
five poles to a stake on the banks of potomack where the corner

of the entire tract stood thence dovm Potomack river north sixty
three degrees Fast Sixty Two poles, thence South Sixly one Degrees
Fast three hundred and fifteen poles to a Chestanut stump near a
marked Sugar tree thence Leaving Potomack aid Closing the entire
Tract with the line of a piece

/Second Page_/

parcelor tract of Land Conveyed to the United States by John
yager & his wife Mary John Wager Jun and Margrett Vager
South one hundred and sixteen poles toc a small black oak
Tree on the bank of Shenandoah, thence up the same with its
meanders North Eighly Seven degrees west Sixteen poles South
seventy four degrees west twenty poles, South Twenily eight
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degrees west thirty four poles, South seventy degrees west

Twenty eight poles, west twenty poles, North Eighty two degrees
west Twenty six poles North Seventy Eight degrees west fifteen
poles to the Beginning Containing Three hundred & Ten acres be

the same more or less vhich said Tract or parcel of Land Contains
one moiety of a Tract of Land Granted to Robert Harper Deceased

by the Late Lord Fairfax proprietor of the northern neck by

Patent bearing date on the fifth day of april in the year of our
Lord one Thousand Seven Hundred and fifty one & also one entire
tract granted to the said Robert Harper deceased by the said
proprietor by patent bearing date on the nineteenth day of april

in the year of our Lord one thousand Seven hundred and sixty two

& were devised by the said Robert Harper by his last will &
Testament duly proved & recorded in the Court of the said County of
Berkeley to a Certain Robert Griffith now deceased & Conveyed by
Rovert Griffiths eldest son and heir at Law of the said Robert
Griffith deceased by his deed bearing date on the ninth day of
January Last part, to the aforesaid Thomas Rutherford william

Darke van Rutherford & Mary Rutherford Executors and Executrix of
Thomas Rutherford Junior deceased, And all Houses Bulldings orchards
ileadows ways waters waterCourses Mills, mill dams & other
appurtenances whatsoever to the said Tract of Land hereby Conveyed
belonging or in any wise appurtaining, to have and to hold the

said Tract of Land hereby Conveyed together with all & singular

the appurtenances thereunto belonging unto the said George Washington
& his succes ors presidents of the United States and for the use

of the said United States forever, to & for the use & behoof of the
said united States

/Third Page/

& to and for no other use or Behoof whatsoever and free and

Clear of every charge or incumbrance whatsoever, And the said

Thomas Rutherford William Darke van Rutherford & Mary Rutherford
for themselves their heirs the aforesaid Tract cf Land hereby

. Conveyed with all and Singular the appurtenances thereunto belonging
unto the said George Washington president of the united States &
his Successors for the use of the united States as aforesaid against
them the said Thomas Rutherford William Darke van Rutherford &

Mary Rutherford & their heirs Jointly & Severally & against the
Claim of all & every person or persons whatsoever shall and will
warrant & forever defend by these presents, In witness whereof

the parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and
seals the day and year first abcve written signed sealed and
delivereds

77’
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in presence of----- Thomas Rutherford /I3/
Thomas White, Paul Ceedmore —
Heronomous Probeck William William Darke /1S/
Deleyea John Grantham Junr Van Rutherford /LS/
Thomas Smallwood Lemuel James Mary Rutherforc ZLS/

witness to the signature of George Fashingion —
Tobias Lear, B Dandridge, George W. Craik George ¥ashington /LS/
3 March 1797
This Deed is Deemed sufficient in Law
Chas Lee attorney Genr us

At a Court held for Berkeley County the 25th day of September
1797 This Indenture was acknowledged by Thomas Rutherford
and Van Rutherford two of the pariies thereto and ordered to Lie
and at Court held for the said County the 24th day of Septem
ber 1798 the same was further acknowledged by William Darke
and Mary Rutherford two other parties thereto and ordered to be
Recorded by the Court Teste J Bedingep CBC

A Copy Teste D Hunter CBCY



{ashington, D.C., National Archives RG 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated Material (ms) (a2 copy cf
a warranty deed, Thomas Wilson, Berkeley County, Virginia
to the United States, November 22,1799).

This Indenture made this 224 day of November in the

Year of our lord one thousand seven hundred & ninety nine
Between Thomas Wilson of the County of Berkeley of State

of Virginia of the one part of the Honorable James ilc

Henry esqr Secretary at War for the United States of
America of the other part Witnesseth, Whereas Henry

Iee esqr vas seized and possessed in fee simple of a
certain tract or parcel of land lying & being in the County
aforesaid on the potomac & Shenandoah rivers near Har-

pers Ferry who leased the same to a certain John Smith

for the full end of term of fifty years renewable for twenty
rive years (after the expiration of the sald term) upon
paying to the said Lee or his assigns double rent for

one year and whereas the said John Smith for a val

uable consideration did bargain sell transfer & assign

all his right title & interest in & to the said tract of
land to the said Thomas Vilson reference being had to

the said lease & assignment of record in the Court

of Berkeley County aforesaid will more fully and 2% large ap—(

pear. And whereas the said Thomas ‘7ilson hath bargained
sold transfered and as igned to the said James LicHenry

esqr Secretary of War in trust for the United States of
America, all his right title & interest in and 10 one hund-
red and Ninety Six Acres & eighteen poles part of the tract
of land before mentioned for the ballance of his term a-
foresaid, under such restrictions & reservations as expressed
in the said lease Now this Indenture Witnesseth

that the said Thomas Wilson {or & in considera-

tion of the sum of two thousand one hundred & forty

“eight dollars & sixty cents to him in hand paid by

the said James McHenry esqr the receipt of which he

doth hereby acknowledge hath granted bargained &

[Eécond Pagg7

sold & by these presents doth grant bargain & sale Lo the
said James McHenry esqr Secretary of War, in trust for
the United States of America all his right title and
interest which he hath to the said one hundred and
Ninety six acres & eighteen poles part of the tract of
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land before mentioned by Virtue of the lease & assign-

ment aforesaid and bounded as by a Survey thereof made

by Vm McPherson the thirteenth day of November 1799 as Iollows,

to wit, Beginning at a Sycamore (formerly three) on Shenandoah
river bank it being a Corner to the land purchased to build the
Arsenal on thence by the same North three degrees 30 minutes Wt
124 poles to the middle of Harpers road, thence with said road
south seventy seven degrees West 52 poles thence $°54 degrees 30
minutes W296 poles to two small black oaks on the south side of
said road thence leaving the said road S°57 degrees 45 minutes E 78 poles
to a double white oak, thence N° 82 degrees E 131 poles to an

elm & sycamore on the Shenandoah river bank thence with the meanders
of the said river N° 40 degrees 30 minutes E 35 poles, thence N° 506
degrees 30 minutes E 10 poles thence N° 27 degrees 30 minutes

east 18 poles thence N° 56 degrees E 10 poles, thence N° 76 degrees
30 minutes E 16 poles to the Beginning together with all and
singular the houses buildings Ways Woods & underwcods Vaters &
Water courses & all other the appurtenances thereunto belonging

or in any wise appurtaining unto the said James lLicHenry esqr in
trust for the United States of America for and during the remainder
of the term aforesald to have and to hold the said tract or parcel
of land unto the said James McHenry esqr in trust
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for the United States of America during the remainder of the term
aforesaid under such restrictions & reservations as expressed in

the lease aforesaid and the said Thomas Wilson for himself & his
heirs doth covenant & agree to and with the said James McHenry esqr
that he will warrant and defend the said tract or parcel of land

1o be free and clear from all incumbrances (Except such as are contain-
ed in the lease aforesaid) for and during the term therein expressed
and that he will at any time at the reasonable request and at the
proper cost & charge of the said James McHenry as trustee for the
United States of America make any other Conveyance or assurance for
conveying all his right title interest in & to the said tract

of land to the said James lLicHenry esqgr as trustee for the United
States of America as he the sald James McHenry esqr or his counsel
shall advise or require. In Wilness where of the said Thomas Wilson'
hath hereunto set his hand & seal the day & year within written
Sealed & delivered Thomas Wilson

in presence of

R, Gustin

N. Henry

Edmund H. Taylor

At a Court continued & Held for Berkeley County the 25th day of
February 1800 - This Indenture was acknowledged by Thomas Wilson
party thereto and Ordered to be recorded by the Court

Teste H Bedinger CBC

b Copy Teste D. Hunter CBCY
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vashingten, D.C., National Archives R.G. 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated laterial(mg (Varranty deed,

Henry Lee et ux, Westmoreland County, Virginia to the United

States, Liay 8,1800)

"Know all men by these presents that we Henry Lee

of Yestmoreland county in Virginia and Anme his wife for and

in consideration of the sum of Twenty four thasafd dollars to

the sald Henry Lee in hand paid by the President of the United
States of America for and in behalf of the said United States the
receipt whereof 13 hereby ackno.ledged have granted bargained and
sold and by these presents do grant bargain & sell alien and
confirm unto the said United States forever all the iron ore in

a certain tract of land situate in the County of Berkley in the
said commonwealth adjoining the Riber potomack near to the

Keep Triste furnace containing aboul sixteen hundred acres in
vhich 1s a bank of Iron ore lmo.m by the name of Friends

ore bank (excepting so much of said ore » as has been sold and
conveyed by the sald Henry Lee unto John Potts William ilson

and George North by his deed duly executed and recorded

and also all the right of the said Henry Lee to dig ore in any
part of the said tract of land and to remove the same provided
the earth dug shall be laid level and also the {ree and absolute
use of roads through the said land & vharves on the river for

the purpcse of moving the sald ore and moreover all the annual
rent reserved to be paid for ever unto the said Henry Lee his
heirs and assigns by the said John Poltts 'illiam ilson & George
North their heirs or assigns issuing out of the said tract of!
land and every part thereof, and also one half acre of land adjoining
the said river to be selected for the United States aforesaid by
their agent duly authorized by the Secretary of Var under the
direction of the President of the United States together with all
the rights privileges and advantages necessary for the digging
raising and removing the said ore, to have and to hold the
hereby granted premises vith their appurtenances unto the said
United States for ever to their only use and behoof free and clear
from all claims charges mortgages Jjudgments and incumbrances
whatsoever excepting the right interest and estate before mentioned
sold and conveyed by the aforesaid Henry Lee unto the said John
Potis villiam Wilson and George North

And
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And the said Henry Lee for himself and his heirs doth covenant
promise and agree to and with the said United States that the
said Henry Lee and his heirs will make do and execute all such
other and further deed or deeds in law, as may be reasonably




hereafter required on the part of the said United States

Tor the more perfect assurance of the premises aud every pars
and parcel therecf hereby intended to be sold granted bargained
and sold unto the said United States according to the true
meaning and intent of these presents.

And the said Henry Lee for himself and his heirs, the said
hereby granted premizes and every part and parcel of them, and
especially the ore in Friends ore bank aforesaid in rmanner
aforesald granted against him and his heirs ang against all
and every other person and perscns vhatsoever $o the sald
United States and their assigns forever will warrant and forever
defend by these presents. In i'itness whereof Ve the said
Henry & Anne have severally hereunto set our hands & scals
this eight day of may in the year one thousand eignt hundred at
Philadelphia

Signed -
Henry Lee /LS/
Ann Lee /18/

Sealed signed and
delivered in the
presence of

Al. Thomas

Ch. W Goldsbterough
Jergmiah Nicols Jun.
The. Tarner

Pennsylvania Ss
On the ninth day of May in the year one thousand eight
hundred before me Edward Shippen Chief Justice of
the
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the supreme Court of Pennsylvania came the rithin named
Henry Lee and Ann his wife and acknowledged the ithin
written instrument to be their act and deed and desired the
same right be recorded as such She the said Ann

being me examined sepcrately and apart from her seid
husband and declaring that she executed the same freely
and voluntarily tithout any compulsion or coercion of

her said husband and she being of full age and the contents

nade known to her In ¥itness vhereof I have
hereunto set my hand and seal
Signed d

Edw. Shippen /IS_/




Jonn Qoulding, a Clerk in the ‘ar olffice, Deposeth,
that the above is a true copy of General Henry Lee's deed for the
land, ore and privileges hereby intended to be conveyed to the
United States, taken from the record boolk of Contracts and deeds
belonging to the Var Depertment, into which the said John
Goulding copied it Trom the original; which original deed
s in the War Office on the &th of November 1800, vhen the
house and papers belonging o the said office vere destroyed by
five; and that he has no doubt the sald deed vas then desiroyed
as all the papers in the same apartment were at that time
destroyed. To the best of his knowledge and belief

Sworn to, before me this 21lst March 1801

Danl Reintzel liayor of George Town®

83.
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National Archives, R.G. 131, Public Buildings Service,
Harpers Ferry Laminated Material, (ms) A Warranty Deed,
William Wilson et al. to the United States for 4 acres
and 50 roods of land near the "Keep Tryste Furnace,"
June 1, 1800.

“This Indenture made this first day of June, One
thousand eight hundred Between William Wilson, John Potts
& Eliza his wife, of the Town of Alexandria and George
North & Eliza his wife of Berkeley County all of the State
of Virginia of the one part And John Adems President of the
United States for and on behalf of the said United States
of the other part Witnesseth that the said William Wilson,
John Potts & Eliza his wife and George North & Eliza his
wife, for and in consideration of the sum of Ten Dollars
to them in hand paid by the said John Adams on behalf of
the said United States, as or before the sealing and delivery
of these presents, the recept whereof is hereby acknowledged,
Have Granted, Bargained & sold, Aliened & confirmed, and by
these presents do Grant, Bargain & sell Alien & confirm unto
the said John Adams President as aforesaid this successor &
successors in office for the use and on behalf of the said
United States Four Acres & fifty roods of land lying & being
in the County of Berkeley aforesaid near Keep tryste Furnace
abounded as follows

/to wit/ Beginning at a stake, Cornmer to Sly and John
Marit & running thence with the line
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of George North & company & the said Leyh, North seventy nine
degrees west, thirty four poles to a spanish Ozk, standing

on the East side of Darks road, thence along the East side

of the same, North thirteen degrees forty five minutes East
Twenty three poles to a Black oak, standing on said side

of the Road, then leaving the road and running thence South
seventy nine degrees East Twenty six poles and fifteen links
to a locust Stake, and a pile of Stones in the line of said
Slight & Merrit, then with the same, South three degrees thirty
minutes East, twenty three poles, to the aforesaid beginning,
Containing four acres and fifty roods of land, And all
buildings, Improvements, & appurtenances whatsoever go the

said premises hereby granted belonging or in anywise appertain-
ing, end the Reversions and Remainders, Rents, Issues and
profits thereof And of every part thereof, To Have and to Hold
the said tract of land, Hereditaments and all and singular the
premises before described with their appurtenences unto the
said John Adems his Successor and Successors in Office for the
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only proper use I behoof of the said United States forever,
and the said William Wilson, John Potts & George North for
themselves and their Heirs, hereby Covenant & promise to and
with the said
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John Adams, his successor & successors in Office, that they
will at any time & at all times when the same shall be
required on the part of the United States Execute any other
or further Instrument of writing for the more effectually
conveying or assuring a perfect & sure title to the same

premises hereby granted.

And lastly, the said William Wilson, John Potts, and
George North & Eliza Potts wife of John Potts & Eliza North,
wife of George North and their heirs, The hereby granted tract
of land & Hereditaments, and all and singular the premises
before described with their appurtenances unto the said John
Adams his successor & successors in office for the use of the
United States aforesaid against the claim & demand of all
persons whatsoever by these presents shall and will warrant
and forever defend.

In Witness whereof the parties to these presents have
hereunto set their hands & seals the day and year first
within written.

Sealed & delivered Wm Wilson  /Seal/
in presence of John Potts /Seal/

Eliza Potts /Seal/
Lewis Evans George North /Seal/
G. H. Humphreys Eliza North /Seal/

Thos Smallwood

George Gilpin :
Wm Herbert For J. Potts

Duncan Nixon IPs wWW
T. Ramsay to W. Wilson
James Wilson Jr. to Ditto

/Fourth Page/
Berkeley L,S.

The Commonwealth of Virginia, To George Gilpin, Williém
Herbert & Richard Conway, Gentlemen, Justices of
County, Greeting whereas Williem Wilson,
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John Potts & Eliza his wife & George North & Eliza his wife
by their certain Indenture of bargain & sale bearing date the
first day of June, one thousand eight hundred have sold and
conveyed unto John Adams President of the United States and
his Successor and Successors in Office the fee simple estate
of and in a certain tract of or piece of land lying & being
in the said County of Berkeley containing four acres and fifty
roods of lend. And whereas the said Eliza, wife of John
Potts cannot conveniently travel to the Court of our said
County of Berkeley to acknowledge the same, therefore we
command you, or any two or more of you, that you personally
go to the said Eliza wife of the said John Potts_& receive
her acknowledgement thereof, and examinine /sic./ her
privately and apart from her said husband whether she does
the same freely and voluntarily without his persuasions or
threats and whether she is willing the same shall be recorded
in our said County Court together with this commission annexed
and when you have received her acknowledgement and examined
her as aforesald that you distinetly and plainly certify us
thereof under our hands & seals, sending then there this writ
and the said Indenture. Witness Henry Bedinger Clerk of our
said Court, at the Court House aforesaid the twentieth day
of November, One thousand eight hundred and in the

year of this Commonwealth.

signed
H. Bedinger"



National Archives, R.G. 121, Public Buildings Service, Harpers
Ferry Laminated Material, (ms) A Warranty Deed, George North
et al. to the United States for 4 acres and 42 roods of land
and a right to dig ore near Harpers Ferry, June 20, 1800.

- "This Indenture made this twentieth day of June, one
thousand eight hundred, between George North and Eliza his
wife of Berkeley County and William Wilson and John Potts and
Eliza his wife of the Town of Alexandria all in the State of
Virginia of the one part, and John Adams President of the
United States of the other part, Whereas Henry Lee did by an
article of agreement bearing date the twenty fifth day of
August one thousand, seven hundred & eighty nine, sell and
convey to the said Wilson, North & Potts and to Robert E.
Hobart the right of digging ore from Friends ore Bank under
certain conditions and stipulations and for a certain rent
reserved to be paid to the said Henry Lee for the use of this
said ore as is therein expressed. Now therefore this Indenture
Witnesseth that the said William Wilson, George North and
Fliza his wife and John Potts and Eliza his wife for and in
consideration of Forty two thousand Dollars to them in hand
paid by the said John Adams on behalf of the said United States
at or before the sealing and delivery of these presenis the
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged have granted, bargained
and sold aliend Zgiq‘7 and confirmed and by these presents do
grant bargain and sell alien and confirm unto the said John
Adams President as aforesaid his successor and successorsg in
Office for the use and on behalf of the United States, Two
hundred & Twenty one Acres of land be the same more or less
except as herein after excepted, situate and lying in

[gecond pagg7

Berkeley County on the Bank of Potomack River the same being
part of a {tract called the Furnace Tract, late the property
of John Semple deceased, which was sold by John Lawson, George
Gilpin & Levine Powell Commissioners appointed by virtue of

a decree of the High Court of Chancery to superintend the

sele thereof on the foreclosure of a mortgage given by the
said John Semple to the Honorable Philip Ludwell Lee Esqr to
satisfy debts due to the Creditors of the said John Semple,
and conveyed by Henry Lee and Matilde his wife and Ludwell Lee
and Flore his wife to Richard Bland Lee the purchaser of the
said tract at the sale of the Commissioners aforesaid and by
the said Richard Bland Lee conveyed to the sald Henry Lee, and
by the said Henry Lee and Matilda his wife conveyed to the
said William Wilson George North John Potts and Robert E.

Hobart which said Robert E. Hobart has since by his Indenture




dated the first day of May, One thousand, eight hundred,
conveyed his one fourth part of the premises aforesaid to
the said William Wilson & John Potts as will more fully

and at large appear by a reference to the several deeds
recorded in Berkeley County and which said tract is bounded -
as follows: To wit Beginning as /sic,/ an Elm near a marked
Sycamore on the bank of the river Potomack below the furnace
and running thence South seventy one degrees west eighty
eight poles to a double bodied black oak sappling /sic./

on the East sige of a valley thence North twenty nine degrees
west fifty poles to sundry
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marked saplins on a steep hill side on the south side of

Elk branch, thence up said branch North sixty nine degrees
west seventy six poles to a stake between two red ozks near

a meadow, thence south fifty one degrees west twenty five
poles to sundry marked saplings on a North Hill side, thence
North Eighty nine degrees west thiriy six poles to a walnut
thence south seventy six degrees west twenty poles to a stake
between an Elm and Lynn tree by a clift of rocks, thence

south fifty degrees west nineteen poles to two red oaks and

a Locust on the North side of a steep hill, thence North fifty
nine degrees west, sixty seven poles to two white oak saplings
in a valley, thence North fourteen degrees west one hundred

& thirteen poles to two white oaks on the north side of the
branch five or six poles from the said branch on the side of

a hill, thence North forty two degrees east twenty four poles
to sundry marked saplings supposed to be on William Stroops
line, thence along said line south seventy seven degrees east
two hundred & sixty poles down to Stroops corner standing on
the Bank of the river, thence down the meanders of the river
South twenty degrees east twenty six poles, south thirty
degrees east, forty eight poles, thence south forty six degrees
east seventy poles to the beginning except Four acres and
forty two roods sold to Frederick Sligh & bounded as follows:
Beginning at a stone one rood from a small white oak in the
original line of Henry Lee and Matilda his wifes /sic./ deed
to George North, William Wilson, John Potts & Robert E. Hobart
and running thence with the same North fourteen degrees thirty
minutes west twenty five poles to two small white
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Qak saplings corner to the said deed, still with the same
North forty one degrees thirty minutes East twenty four poles

8s8.



to sundry marked saplings cornmer to said deed in Slighs /sic./
line, thence with the same south seventy six degrees thirty
minutes east twenty two poles to two white oak saplings stand-
ing on the East side of the head_of a Hollow leading down to
Elk branch then leaving Slighs /sic./ line and the line of this
deed south thirty nine degrees thirty minutes west forty

eight poles to the aforesaid beginning. Containing four
Acres & forty two roods and all the houses, Buildings, Mills
Furnaces, waters, water courses, Improvements, Hereditaments,
Appurtenances whatsoever belonging or in any manner appertain-
ing to the premises hereby granted, and also the right of
digging ore from Friends ore Bank held under Henry Lee afore-
said in pursuance of the agreement aforesaid and the reversion
and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, issues &
profits thereof and of every part thereof. To Have and to
Hold the said tract of land, Hereditaments right of digging
ore and all and singular the premises before described with
their appurtenances, unto the said John Adams his successor
and successors in office for the only proper use & behoof of
the said United States forever. And the said George North,
William Wilson & John Potts for themselves & thelr heirs
hereby covenant & promise to and with the said John Adams

his successor and successors in Office that they will at any
time & at all times when the same shall be required on the
part of the United States execute any other or further
instrument of writing for the more effectually conveying or
assuring a perfect & sure title to the premises hereby

/Fifth page/

granted And lastly the said William Wilson, George North &
Eliza his wife and John Potts & Eliza his wife & their heirs
the hereby granted tract of land, Hereditaments, right of
digging ore and all and singular the premises before
desceribed with their appurtenances unto the said John Adams
his successor and successors in Office for the use of the
United States aforesaid against the claim & demand of all
persons whatsoever by these presents shall and will warrant
and forever defend. In Witness whereof the parties to these
presents have hereinto set their hands & seals the day and
year first within written.

Sealed & Delivered Wm Wilson  /Seal/

in the presence of John Potts Seaig
Eliza Potts /Seal

G. W. Humphreys George North [§ea%§

Thomas Smallwood Eliza North /Seal

Louis Evans

George Gilpin Duncan Niron

Wm Herbert P. Ramsay

James Wilson Jr.
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Berkeley L.L.

The Commonwealth of Virginia, To George Gilpin, Wm
Herbert & Richard Conway, Gentlemen Justices of
County, Greeting, Whereas William Wilson John Potts &
Eliza his wife & George North & Eliza his wife by their
certain Indenture of Bargain & sale bearing date the
twentieth day of June, one thousand, eight hundred
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have sold and conveyed unto John Adams President of the
United States and his successor and successors in Office
the fee simple estate of and in a certain tract or parcel
of land, lying and being in the said County of Berkley [siq;7,
containing two hundred & twenty one Acres (more or less)

& including Keep Tryste Furnace. And whereas the said
Eliza wife of John Potts camnot conveniently travel to the
court aforesaid County of Berkley Zgiq;7, & acknowledge

the same, therefore we command you or any two or more of
you, that you personally go to the said Eliza wife of John
Potts and receive her akcnowledgement thereof, and examine
her privately and apart from her said husband, whether she
does the same freely & voluntarily, without his persuasions
or threats and whether she is willing the same shall be
recorded in our said County Court together with this com-
mission annexed, & when you have received her acknowledge-
ment and examined her as aforesaid, that you distinctly and
plainly certify us thereof under your hands & seals, sending then
there this writ, and the said Indenture. Witness Henry
Bedinger Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House afore-
said the twentieth day of November, One thousand eight
hundred, & in the 25th year of this Commonwealth.

H Bedinger
Fairfax County St

In obedience to the within Dedimus We the subscribers
Justices of the Peace for the County aforesaid went to the
within named Eliza wife of John Potts & examined
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her apart from her said husband who acknowledged that she
freely & voluntarily executed the within mentioned Deed
and desired that the same might be recorded as her act



& deed. In Wiitness whereof we have hereunto set our hands
& seals this twenty fifth day of November, One thousand
eight hundred

George Gilpin ZEealZ
Wm Herbert /Seal/

Berkely /sic./ SL

The Commonwealth of Virginia, To William Dark, Van
Rutherford & Abram Devanport Gentlemen Justices of
Berkeley County, Greeting. Whereas George North Eliza
his wife, John Potts & Eliza his wife, & William Wilson
by their certain Indenture of Bargain & Sale bearing date
the Twentieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred have
s0ld & conveyed unto John Adams President of the United
States, for the use of the United States the fee simple
estate of and in a certain Tract or parcel of land lying
& being in the County of Berkeley containing two hundred
& twenty one acres. And whereas the said Eliza North
wife of the said George North cannot conveniently travel
1o the Court of our said County of Berkeley to acknowledge
the same, therefore we commend you, or any two or more of
you, that you personally go to the said Eliza North and
receive her acknowledgement thereof, and examine her
privately and pari from her said husband whether she do
the same freely & voluntarily without his persuasions or
threats, and whether she is willing the same shall be
recorded in our said County Court, together with this com-
mission
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annexed and when you have received her acknowledgement and
examined her as aforesaid, that you distinctly and plainly
certify us thereof, under your hands & seals sending then
there this writ & the said Indenture.

Witness Henry Bedinger Clerk of our said Court, at the Court
house aforesaid the 20th day of November, one thousand eight
hundred & in the year of this commonwealth.

H Bedinger

In obedience to the within Commission to us directed We have
examined the within named Elizabeth North seperately /sic./
& apart from her said husband, & she has voluntarily
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relinquished her right of power to the within mentioned
tract of land & wishes that we may so certify. Given
under our hands & seals this 21st day of November 1800.

Wm Dark [Séa%;

Van Rutherford /Seal
25th November 1800

the Attorney General of the United States is humbly of
opinion that the foregoing instrument of conveyance from
William Wilson, John Potts & Eliza his wife, George North
& Eliza his wife is a sufficient conveyance according to
the laws of Virginia of the lands & heriditaments /sic./
therein mentioned

/signed/ Charles Lee
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Fairfax County L

In obedience to the within Dedimus, We the Subscribers
Justices of the Peace for the County aforesaid went to the
within named Eliza wife of John Potts and examined her
seperately [sic47 and apart from her said husband who
acknowledged that she freely and voluntarily executed the
Deed within mentioned without either the threats or per-
suasions of her husband and desired that the same might be
recorded as her act and deed, In Witness whereof we have
hereunto set our hands & seals this twenty fifth dey of
November, one thousand eight hundred.

George Gilpin /Seal/
Wm Herbert /Seal/

[Tenth page/
Berkeley LL

The Commonwealth of Virginia to William Dark, Van
Rutherford & Abram Devenport, Gentlemen, Justices of
Berkeley County, Greeting. Whereas John Potts & Eliza his
wife, George North & Eliza his wife & William Wilson by
their certain Indenture of Bargain & sale bearing date the
first day of June One thousand eight hundred, have sold and
conveyed unto John Adams President of the United States for



the use of the said United States, the fee simple estate

of and in a certain tract or parcel of land lying and being
in the county of Berkely /sic./ aforesaid containing four
Acres and fifty roods of land. And whereas the said Eliza
North wife of the sd. George North cannot conveniently travel
to the Court of our said County of Berkely /sic./ to acknowl-
edge the same, therefore we command you or any two or more

of you, that you personally go to the said Eliza North wife
of the said George North, and receive her acknowledgement
thereof, and examine her privately and apart from her said
husband whether she do the same freely & voluntarily, without
his persuasions or threats, and whether she is willing the
same shall be recorded in our said County Court together with
this commission annexed and when you have received such her
acknowledgement and examined her as aforesaid, that you dis-
tinetly & plainly certify us thereof, under your hands & seals
sending then there this writ, and the said Indenture.

Witness Henry Bedinger Clerk of our said Court
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at the Court house aforesaid the 20th day of November One
thousand eight hundred and in the 25th year of this
Commonwealth

H Bedinger

In obedience to the within commission to us directed
we have examined the within named Elizabeth North seperately
/sic./ and apart from her said husband and she has voluntary
/sic./ relinquished her right of power to the within men-
tioned tract of land and wishes that we may so certify.
Given under our hands and seals this 2lst day of November
1800.

Wm Dark /[Seal/
Van Rutherford /Seal/

25th November 1800

The Attorney General of the United States is humbly of
opinion that the foregoing instrument of vonveyance from
William Wilson, John Potts & Eliza his wife George North
& Eliza his wife is a sufficient conveyance according to
the laws of Virginia of the land therein described.

signed, Charles Lee"

93.
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Washington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated Material (ms) Quit Cleim,
Robert Milligan to the United States, August 4, 1800, for 221
acres of land and 3/8ths part of the "Keep Tryste Furnace"
near Harpers Ferry.

"Whereas by an Indenture bearing date the 14th September
one thousand seven hundred & ninety nine, between William
Wilson of the one part and Robert Milligan of the other part
the said William Wilson mortgaged unto the said Robert
Milligan three eighth parts of a certain Iron work and
Furnace with the appurtenances, called Keep Triste ZSle/
Furnace & about fourteen hundred acres of land thereto
annexed situate in the County of Berkeley in Virginia and
near the mouth of Shenandoah River, and whereas the said
William Wilson hath since sold & conveyed to John Adams
President of the United States of America the aforesaid
three eighth parts of the said Keep Triste [Eic~7 Furnace
and all his interest in two hundred and {twenty one Acres
part of the said fourteen hundred acres as by reference to
his Deed bearing date the twentieth day of June 1800 will at
large appear, and whereas the said William Wilson hath con-
veyed to the said Robert Milligan other property equivalent
to the aforesaid three eighth parts of the said Furnace
& two hundred & iwenty one Acres, as a substitute therefore,
to the end that the said Robert Milligan may relinquish and
release 81l his claim, right, title and Interest to, of and
in the aforesaid Furnace, and two hundred & twenty one Acres.
Now know all men by these presents that I Robert Milligan for
and in consideration of a conveyance
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by the said William Wilson to me of other property equivalent

to the aforesaid three eighth parts of the said Furnace and

two hundred and twenty one Acres and for and in consideration
of one dollar to me in hand paid on the part of the said United
States have granted released and confirmed and by these presents
doth grant, release and confirm unto John Adams President of the
United States all my right, title, interest & claim of, in, to
and concerning the Iron work and Furnace aforesaid, and the two
hundred and twenty one acres of land aforesaid and their appur-
tenapces to have and to hold the said Iron work and Furnace
aforesaid and the two hundred & twenty one Acres aforesaid

unto the said John Adams President of the said United States

and his Successors in Office for the use and behoof of the

said United States forever free, clear and acquitted of all
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my right, title, interest and claim of, to in and concerning
the same. In Witness whereof I Robert Milligan do to these
presents set my hand and affix my seal at Washington on this
eighth day of December in the year eighteen hundred.

Sealed and Delivered Robert Milligan /Seal/
in the presence of By
John C. Herbert Colin Auld Attorney in fact.

Campbell Wilson
James Wilson Jr.

The Attorney General respectifully /sic./ reports his
opinion that the foregoing deed is sufficient in law for all
the purposes therein set forth 5th Dec 1800

Charles Lee

[Third Pag§7

Know all men by these presents that I Robert Milligan of
Cecil County & State of Maryland have constituted and appointed
and by these presents do constitute and appoint Colin Auld
Esgr of the State of Virginia my true & lawfull [giq;7 attorney
to sell dispose of & convey in fee simple or otherwise all the
lands, tenements & real estate whatsoever that I am in any
manner entitled to in the State of Virginia. (the house & lot
in Alexandria now occupied by W. Wilson Esq. excepted) fully
authorizing and empowering him my said Attorney to receive
the rents & profits of the said real estate & to meke & give
acquittances for the same, & to do & perform all said other
matters & things respecting the said real estate, as I could
myself perform were I personally present. In, Witness whereof
I have hereto set my hand & seal this 4th of August 1800

Robert Milligan deal7

Maryland Let.
Be it remembered that on the 5th of August 1800 personally

appeared before the Justices of Cecil County Court the above
signed Robert Milligan and acknowledged before the said Court
that he sealed & delivered the above instrument of writing

as his act & deed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and
affixed the public seal of my office this sixth day of August
Anno Domini Eighteen hundred. .

Z§93§7 Jo. Baxter
C: Ca: Coty Cort

(Endorsement )"




“Jashington, D.C., National Archives RG 153 Qffice of the
Judge Advocate General, Military Reservation Division,
Reservation File 1809-1942, West Virginia Box MNo. 45,

# 30-33 Harpers Ferry V.Va,

The following letter is difficult to read due to moor
Englich and possible euphonic spelling. The btlank spaces
arc due to illegitility rather than to demage to the
manuseript, (JPN)

"Harpers ferry larch the lst 1804

.
Gener= Dearborn
Sir

At the request of Mr. Samt Amnin I take
the Liberty of Stating to you what hath come within
I7y inmovledge respecting the works and improveasents don
on the Publick Canall at this plase in the Course of
Last Season of which Mr, Annin hat as I am creditably
znformed the Sole Superintendance--you will plies to
remember Sir, that now about a 12 Months ago. LySelve
and Mr. N. King was seant to this plas to mack a Survey
of & of_the plan and Report as also the Estimete of
Bxpect/2/is in your offis-I think the sum we then
alloved for the Compleating of the Canall and the necessary
openings to be made threv the ___above the llouth so
as to let a sufficiency of water in was about 6000 Dollars
of this sum 1500 twas for a regulating Lock at the
the rest for and the Bank but the Lost
of the work to be Don Was above the Mouth in Curring
openings threw the Letges of the Rocks Which at this Plase
Run, agros the Bet of the River- in the Month of June
last Mr. Keith the Precedent of the Potomack Compa:y and
ify Selve Duck a of the Canall && and found the
vater Low. Mr. Annin halt then began to work in the
llonth of September generall Mason and My Selve agin
the Canall &% as fare up as into the Levell Vatter above

the falls—wvee now found that Mr. Annin hat cut a very spacious

pas threw the above mentioned Ledges of Rocks close along
the Bank of the after removing a few
More loos Rocks for Navigation into the Canall-Trom this

cut only, the Canall hat at that time (Low as the Vater

Vlas a Suficency of Water for the publick Works and generall
Mason -ras eway Much______ as kfuch so that he was of opinion
Nothing licre was Wanting to Compleat the Rout for Navigation
on this Site, Except the Regulating Lock at the Mouth and
the Weitening of the Canall at Severall plais so that Boads
coult pase by edge other- at this time Mr. Annin Was ingaget
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in lMacking Severall More openings threw the

Rocks as also filling upe Naturall openings ov Channell

With the same stones he Plaset out of the other

So as to give a full Current of Water into the Houth

of the Canall-I now find on examining the Works agin, that

the Plan on which Mr. Annin began this Work was a good and

the only one that cault inshoor Success- I find after first seeing
the Duplicate Receipt Rclls of the Number of Labourers

that greate Exertions have been late in doing so much Vork
ith so few hands-I Morover find that Mr. Annin by forseith
and gkill which apears Evitent in the Execution .of this
York as alsc by his and Has savet Consiterable sums
of lMoney and therfor been very yousfull in being Superintendent
in tihis Business for the Unitet States I am Sir Most
Regpectfully

Leonard Harbaugh'




98.

Washington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 153 Office of the
Judge Advocate General, Military Reservation Division,
Reservation File 1809-1942, 20 Harpers Ferry, (ms) copy

"Articles of Agreement made & concluded on this third
day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and eight, Between Ferdinando Fairfax of the County
of Jefferson, & State of Virginia of the one part; and Samuel
Annin of Harpers ferry, County & State aforesaid of the other
part; Witnesseth that the said Fairfax for and in consideration
of the sum of fourteen hundred dollars to him in hand paid
(or secured to be paid) doth covenant and agree that the said
Amnin (for the use of the United States Armory at Harpers
ferry) shall have the right & priviledge /sic./ of cutting,
or cause to be cut, fourteen hundred cords of wood on his
land, North West side of the Blue ridge, from the mouth of
the rivers Shenandoah to Nicewanger's place- said Fairfax
reserving such Locusts & sugar trees as are fit for other
purposes, also such Oaks as are suitable for making shingles
or staves .
(A1l saw logs to be estimated as wood)

In witness whereof the parties to these presents have
set their hands and seals day and year above written.

In presence of o '
Robt Whittet Ferd™ Fairfax (Seal)

R H Breeden Samuel Annin  (Seal)
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The scene is described in Jefferson's Notes on The State of
Virginia pages 17-18. Doubts have been cast on his visit,
hovever, but they should be modified by the statements made
by Jefferson in a letter to H. G. Spofford, May 14, 1809,
written at Monticello, Virginia and printed in A.A. Lipscomb
and A. E. Bergh, editors - The VWritings of Thomas Jefferson,
1904, pg 279-280. Vol XII. Excerpts from this letter follow:

"That the scene described in the 'Notes' is not visible from
any part of the road from Fredericktown to Harper's ferry

is most certain, That road passes along the valley, nor can it
be seen from the bavern after crossing the CTerry; and we may
fairly infer that Mr. Volney did not ascend the height back

of the tavern from which alone it can be seen ....."

"I told him I received a drawing of that from a French engineer
sent there by the Marquis de Chastellux, and who has published
that drawing in his travels."

"] yisited the place myself in October, 1783, wrote the description
some time after, and printed the work in Paris in 1784-5."
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Washington, D.C., National Archives R.G, 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated Material (ms) A Warranty
Deed, Ferdinando Fairfax to the United States, October 27,
1818.

"This Indenture made this 27th day of October, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred & eighteen, by
and between Ferdinando Fairfax of the City of Washington &
District of Columbia, of the one part and James Monroe,
President of the United States of America of the other part,
Witnesseth, That the said Ferdinando Fairfax for & in con-
sideration of the sum of Five Thousand Dollars, to him in hend
paid by the said James Monroe, at and before the sealing &
delivery of these presents (the receipt whereof is hereby
acknowledged) hath granted bargained sold, and by these presents
doth grant bargain & sell unto the said James Monroe all that
tract or parcel of Land lying & being situate at the Mouth of
the River Shenandoah in the County of Jefferson in Virginia
(being part of a larger tract called Shannondale, which as to
situation title and boundaries, is more particularly described
in a deed made by the said Fairfax to the Executive of the
United States, of the right of cutting wood on a certain part
thereof as therein designated by its proper metes & bounds,
which Deed is of record in the Court of the said County of
Jefferson) and bounded as follows: Beginning at a spring
near & on the S.E. side of the said River Shenandoah, at the
lower end of a hollow or drain, running into the said River
from the side of the Blue Ridge Mountains, a corner to the
said Woodcutting purchase; extending thence with the lines
thereof South twenty four degrees East, fifty eight and a half
poles (by measurement on the ground passing at forty two poles
a spruce pine) to a heap of stones; thence South seventy eight
degrees East, eighty seven & a half poles to a black ogk on
the Blue ridge; thence North fifty four & three quarter degrees
East, fifty eight & a half poles, to a chestnut oak by a large
rock; thence North seventeen & a half degrees East, thirty &
a quarter poles to a pine on a Cliff; thence North twelve
degrees West to the River Potowmac; and thency by and with the
several meanders of the River Potowmac & Shenandosh, to the
place of Beginning; containing sixty eight acres and eighty
square perches; be the same more or less. To have and to hold
all & singular the premises hereby granted unto him the said
James Monroe president of the United States, and his successors
in that office, his & other assigns forever, to & for the use
& benefit of the people of the United States, forever; together
with the Ferry, the Buildings, and every other right, menber
and appurtenance to the premises hereby conveyed belonging or
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in anywise appertaining, and the remainder, rents, issues, &
profits thereof, subject to the tenure of Job Harding (if he
rightfully may or can hold) under a certain agreement made
with him by the said Fairfax, for a short term therein
expressed; excepting & reserving all mines of metal & precious
minerals, to him the said Ferdinando Fairfax his heirs & assigns,
he & they making reasonable compensation for actual damage (if
any occasioned to the premises, in digging, laying, & removing
the same. And the said Ferdinando Feirfax, for himself his
heirs Ex'S and AdmTS doth hereby covenant to & with the said
James Monroe President as aforesaid that the said Fairfax now
at the time of executing this Indenture, is seized of good &
perfect Estate & title in fee simple in the premises hereby
conveyed, and that he hath a good right to convey the same in
- mammer aforesaid; and moreover that he will forever will and
truly Warrant & defend the same against all lawful claims

whatsoever.

In testimony whereof he the said Ferdinando Fairfax doth
hereunto set his hand and seal the day first above written.

Ferd™ Fairfax

Signed sealed & delivered in the presence of
Decius Wadsworth

Thomas G. Ringgold

/Jno Moe---2/"
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"City of Washington )
)
)

District of Columbia

Be it remembered that on this 31lst day of October in
the year one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, personally .
appeared the subscriber Mayor of the City of Washington,
Ferdinando Fairfax and acknowledged the within instrument of
writing to be his act and deed delivered for the purposes
therein mentioned

(City ) In Testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand
(Seal ) and caused the Seal of the Corporation of the City
(Wash.) of Washington to be affixed the date above written
(1802 )

G. Orr

Be it remembered that on the 17th day of November 1818
This Indenture of Bargain & Sale was produced to me Robert
Gates Hite Clerk of the County Court of Jefferson, duly
authenticated from under the hand of Benj G. Orr Mayor of
the City of Washington, which together with the seal of the
City annexed was admitted to record, Agreeably to an act of
Assembly in such cases made & provided

Teste
Robt. G. Hite CLk."



Anmerican State Papers, Military Affairs Vol. II
Selected and Edited by Walter Lowrie and Walter S. Franklin,

Washington 1834, pp. 482-3

"Statement of the number and dimensions of the builldings at the
United States' Armory at Harper's Ferry, Virginia, together with
the materials of which they are built, and their estimated value."
/dated 1823/

Number of For what purpose Dimensions Number

Of what Estimated

buildings  built, or how in feet of built value
occupied stories
1 Work shop 131 by 45 2 Brick $ 15,000
1 Work shop 130 30 2 Brick 12,000
2 Work shops 120 30 2 Brick 20,000
1 Work shop 111 30 2 Brick 8,000
2 1 Work shop and 80 30 2 Brick 12,000
1 store-room
1 Arsenal 125 32 2&a Brick 12,000
cellsr
1 Arsenal 68 36 2 Brick 8,000
1 Grinding mill 85 40 1 Brick 6,000
1 Furnace and 45 45 1 Brick 4,000
forges
1 Work shop 30 30 2 Stone 1,000
1 Work shop 50 16 1 Wood 500
1 Dwelling house 36 30 2&a Brick 3,000
cellar
1 Dwelling house 36 26 2&a Brick 2,500
cellar
1 Dwelling house 40 2, 2&a Brick 2,500
cellar
1 Dwelling house 30 20 2¢&a Brick 1,200
cellar
1 Dwelling house 28 20 2 Brick 1,000
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Number of For what purpose Dimensions Number Of what Estimated

buildings built, or how in feet of built value
occupied stories
1 Dwelling house 64 21 2 Brick 3,000
1 Dwelling house 28 18 2 Brick 700
2 Dwelling houses 28 18 1 Brick 1,000
1 Dwelling house 48 18 1 Brick 800
1 Dwelling house 32 20 1 Brick 600
11 Dwelling houses 24 18 1 Brick 4,400
1 Dwelling house 36 24 2 Stone 800
1 Dwelling house 48 22 1 Stone 800
1 Dwelling house 28 22 1 Stone 600
1 Dwelling house 94 21 2 Wood 2,000
1 Dwelling house 70 18 2 Wood 2,000
2 Dwelling houses 40 20 2 Wood 2,500
1 Dwelling house 42 20 2 Wood 1,000
2 Dwelling houses’ 50 18 1 Wood 1,200
1 Dwelling house 3 18 2 Wood 700
1 1 Dwelling house 40 20 1 Wood 1,100
and 1 schoolhouse
5 Dﬁelling houses 36 18 1 Wood 4,100
1 Superintendent’s 18 18 2 - Wood 500
office
3 Dwelling houses 2, 18 1 VWood 900
3 Dwelling houses 28 16 1 Wood 1,000
1 Dwelling house 50 16 1 Wood 400
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Number of For what purpose Dimensions Number Of what Estimated

bulldings Dbuilt, or how in feet of built value
occupied stories
2 Dwelling houses 26 16 1 Wood 600
4 Dwelling houses 30 18 1 Tood 1,450
1 Dwelling house 48 20 1 Wood 400
1 Dwelling house 40 18 1 Wood 400
1 Dwelling house 32 20 1 Wood . 400
1 Dwelling house 34 16 1 Wood 300
1 Dwelling house 26 18 1 Wood 300
1 Dwelling house 36 16 1 Wood 300
2 Dwelling houses 20 18 1 Wood 550
1 Dwelling house 32 14 1 Wood 250
4 Dwelling houses 30 16 i Wood 950
5 4 Dwelling houses 24 16 1 Wood 1,100
and 1 schoolhouse
1 Dwelling house 28 18 1 Wood - 250
7 Dwelling houses 18 16 1 Wood 1,250
2 Dwelling houses 18 18 1 Wood 300
1 Dwelling house 18 20 1 Wood 150
1 Draw-grinding shop 18 18 1 Wood 150
1 Dwelling house 16 14 1 Wood 100
5 Dwelling houses 16 16 1 Wood 500
1 Proof house 14 12 1 Wood and 200
stone
1 Timber shed 50 24 1 Wood 250
1 Tempering shop 26 16 1 Wood 200




106.

Number of For what purpose Dimensions Number Of what Estimated

buildings bullt, or how in feet of built value
occupied stories
1 Engine-house and 16 12 2 Wood 300
lodging room

1 Saw mill - - Wood and 1,000
stone

1 Magazine 18 18 1 Wood 150

1 Iron store house 120 16 1 Wood and 1,000
stone

1 Charcoal house 111 30 1 Wood 400

1 Stone coal-house 30 30 1 Wood 400

1 Stable . 36 24 1 Wood 250

113 $150,650

RECAPITULATION

89 dwelling houses and out-buildings $ 47,600

21 work shops and appendages 82,900

3 arsenals and magazine 20,150

113 $150,650
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Washington, D. C., The National Archives, Old Army Section,
War Records Division, R. G. 156, Office, Chief of Ordnance,
Contract Book No. 13, p.79-80, National Archives, Washington, D. C.

JOHN 1 L
/15t Page /

For the Erection of Five

" Memorandum of Agreement made and entered into this
24th day of December 1830. Between George Rust Junior Superintendent
U. S. &rmory at Harpers Ferry of the one part and John Markell
of the other part as follows. Viz: The said Markell binds
himself to erect at Harpers Ferry (in such sites as the said Rust
shall select) previous to the first of August 1832 Five Dwelling
houses of the following description viz each d.elling house to be
thirty seven feet front and running back twenty feet to consist
of two and a half stories, the first of which (the basement story)
to be eight feet in the clear divided into a cellar, kitchen, and
pantry the walls to be of stone, and twenty two inches in thickness.
The Kitchen to be furnished with a fireplace and outer door with
one window of twelve lights, and a stair way leading to the second
story, the cellar tc be furnished with a window of the same size
and door communicating with the Kitchen. The second story to be
built of brick nine feet in the clear, divided into two rooms and
a passage the front and back walls fourteen inches thick and the
end walls nine inches thick each room to be furnished with two
wrindows (one in front and rear, of twenty four lights each, one
fire place and a door communicating with the passage a door at
each end of the passage with four lights over each and a winding
stairway extending from the passage of the upper or half story.
The upper or half story to be of brick five feet in the clear,
divided into three rooms the walls nine inches thick two of these
rooms to be furnished with two windows of +twelve lights each and
the other room with one window of the same size. The door and
window sills to be made of locust or yellow poplar, the ocuter
doors to be supplied with iron rimmed locks the inmér.or partition
doors with common latches the houses to be plastered and painted
throughout and covered with good cypress shingles. The whole
of the materials to be of good quality and the work to be executed
in a substantial manner, and the said George Rust Junior
Superintendent as aforesaid on behalf of the United States agrees
to pay to the said Markell at the rate of nine hundred and forty
dollars for each dwelling house of the description before mentiened
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which shall be finished and completed by the said Markell under
this contract. The said Rust Superintendent as aforesaid further
agrees that upon the application of the

/[2nd page/ &0
JOHN MARKELL
Drelling Houses at Harpers Ferry Virginia

said Markell at any time during the progress of the erection of
‘the said dwelling houses to pay the said Markell a sum equal to
two thirds of the value of the materials then furnished and the
vork then performed by the said Markell,

It is further understood by and between the parties that
if in making the excavation of the cellars of the before mentioned
dwelling houses it should be necessary to remove any rock, the
difference between the cost of plain rock ex-cavation.

In witness whereof the parties have hereunto set their
hands and affixed their seals the day and year first written.

George Rust Jr. Sup Seal
John larkell Seal

Know all men by these presents, that we John Markell,
William Lucas and Daniel Bedinger are held and firmly bound to!
the United States of America in the sum of Five thousand dollars
current money to be paid to the said United States, for which
payment well and truly to be made and done, we bind ourselves
and each of us: our, and each of our heirs Exectrs and
Administrators for and in the whole sum jointly and severally.
Sealed with our seals and dated this 24th day of December One
Thousand Eight Hundred and thirty.

The consideration of this obligation is such that whereas
the above bound John Markell has entered into the annexed and
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foregoing contract with the United States for the erection of
Five dwelling houses at Harpers Ferry Armory Now if the said
Markell shall faithfully perform the stipulations of the sald
Contract of his part then the above obligation to be void else
to remain in full force and virtue in law,

Sealed

Signed and sealed in

presence of : ( John Markell
H. E. Turner Signed ( Hilliam Lucas

( Daniel Bedinger

Original transmitted to the 2@ Comptroller liay 4th 183L
Copy n to the 2@ Auditor

Chs Sitle
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Washington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Laminated Material (ms) A Deed, John
Strider et ux. to the United States for water rights on the
Shenandoah River, June 27, 1833.

"This Indenture made this twenty seventh day of June,
in the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and thirty
three Between John Strider and Sarah his wife of the County of
Jefferson and State of Virginia of the one part, and the
United States of America by the Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary
of War of the other part, Witnesseth that the said John Strider
and Sarah his wife for an in consideration of the sum of Two
Thousand Six hundred Dollars, lawful money of the United States
to them in hand paid by the said United States of America
(through the Hon. Lewis Cass Secretary of War), at and before
the ensealling and delivery here of the receipt whereof is
hereby acknowledged, Have Granted, Bargained, and sold,
aliened, enfeoffed, released and confirmed, and by these
presents do grant, Bargain & sell alien, enfeoff, release,
and confirm unto the United States of America and their
assigns forever all the right, title, interest claim and
demand whatsoever of the said John Strider, and Sarah his
wife, of, and to the use and priviledge /sic./ of the waters
of the Shenandoah river between the mills of the said Strider
called the Gulph Mills, and the public works belonging to the
United States on said river below the fall in the river from
the said mills to the termination of the land of said Strider
being Two feet Three inches, commencing Two feet five inches
below the top of an iron bar now inserted in a rock, situated
in the tail race of the mill of said Strider; said bar being
twenty three feet six inches distant from the south corner
of said mill. The said John Strider and Sarah his wife for
the consideration before mentioned grant, bargain, and_ sell
unto the United States of America the priviledge /sic./ of
completing and perfecting the dams now extending partly across
the Shenandoah river, above and nearly opposite the said Gulph
Mills, so as to increase the supply of water to any extent,
passing down the_canal that leads to the Rifle Factory; also
the priviledge [sicé/ of inecreasing the depth and width of
the present canal, extending from the dams last mentioned past - -
the mills of_said Strider to the Rifle Factory; also the
priviledge /sic./ of increasing -and extending the dam or dams
at the head of the canal or race which supplies the mills of
said Strider with water, and of increasing the depth and width
of said canal or race, and of constructing wastewiers /sic./
in the same, at such places as may be considered necessary by
the Superintendent of the Harpers ferry Armory, his successor,
or any future agent of the United States, for obtaining water
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for the public works now established, or which may hereafter
be established by the United States at, or near, the Rifle
Factory on the Shenandoah river; provided however that such
wastewiers /sic./ shall not be so constructed as to prevent
the free passage to the mills of said Strider of whatever
gquantity of water he may require, without, however lessening
the force or quantity of water required by the United States.
And the sald John Strider and Sarah his wife, for the con-
sideration before mentioned, grant and convey to the United -
States of America and their assigns forever the priviledge 1810"/
of erecting a dam or dams, partly or entirely across the
Shenandoah river at any point or points below the mills of
said Strider, the height of which however, shall not be more
than eight inches above the top of an iron bar now inserted
in a rock, situated near the upper end of the Island on which
the Rifle Factory is located, being the second rock of a
ledge of rocks, extending from said Island nearly across the
Shenendoah river in the direction of South 3/4° West: the said
iron bar is inserted in said rock so that the top thereof is
even with surface of the highest point of said rock, and in
order to identify it the more particularly, the following
bearings and distances have been ascertained, measuring from
said bar, viz; to the inner angle of a large rock near the
south margin of the Shenandoah river South 44° East; to the
Fast Chimney of’the dwelling house occupied by John H. Hall
66 1/4° East; to the East corner of the
new stone addlti n to the dwelling house of said Strider
South 48 1/4° West; to the West corner of stone building

No. H for 11 2/ attached to the Rifle Factory North 45 1/4°
Easgt distant Two hundred and forty seven feet; and to the
East corner of the staone /sic./ building formerly belonging
to Timothy Herrington decd North 29 1/2° West Two hundred

and twenty six feet. To Have and to hold the said use,
priviledge, /sic./ and enjoyment of the water power before
mentioned hereby granted and conveyed unto the United States
of America and their assigns forever. And the said John
Strider and Sarah his wife, for themselves, their heirs,
Executors, and Administrators, do hereby covenant and agree
to warrant and defend the whole of the water power and the
right of using it as aforementioned hereby granted and con-
veyed unto the United States of America, and their assigns
forever free from the claim of them the said John Strider and
Sarah his wife and from the cleim or claims of every other
person or: persons whatsoever. And the said John Strider and
Sarah his wife for the consideration before expressed, release
& exonerate the United States from all claim whatever for the
previous use of the water power hereby conveyed.




In Witness whereof the said John Strider and Sarah hs wife
have hereunto set their hands and affixed their seals the day
and year first written, —
John Strider /LS/
Sarah Strider /LS/

Jefferson County to wit:

We James B. Wager and Geo. B. Stephenson Justices of the
peace for the County aforesaid in the State of Virginia do
hereby certify that John Strider party to a certain deed
bearing bearing date on the 27th day of June 1833 and hereto
annexed personally appeared before us in our County aforesaid
and acknowledged the same to be his act and deed and desired
us to certify the said acknowledgement to the Clerk of the
County Court of Jefferson in order that the said deed may be
recorded.

Given under our hands and seals this 27th day of June

1833.
James B. Wager 1S/
Geo. B. Stephenson /I,
Jefferson County to wit:

We James Be. Wager and Geo. B. Stephenson Justices of
the peace for the County aforesaid in the State of Virginia
do hereby certify that Sarah Strider the wife of John Strider
parties to a certain deed bearing date on the 27th day of
June 1833 and hereto annexed personally appeared before us in
our county aforesaid and being examined by us privily and
apart from her husband and having the deed aforesaid fully
explained to her she the said Sarah acknowledged the same to
be her act and deed and declared that she had willingly signed
sealed and delivered the same and that she wished not to
retract it.

Given under our hands and seals this 27th day of June
1833.

James B. Wager 4;52
Geo. B. Stephenson /LS/ "
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yashington, D. C., The National Archives, Old Army Section,
War Records Division, R.G. 156, Office, Chief of (rdnance,
Contract Book No. 13, pp. 190-191.

Daniel T. Matthias
For Carpenters work etc on 4 Buildings at Harpers Ferry

"femorandum of agreement made and entered into this 15th day of
July 1833; between Daniel T Mathias of the one part and George Rust
Jr. Supt.Harpers Ferry Armory of the other part as follows:

The said Mathias binds himself to furnish all the
materials and perform the carpenters' work painting and plastering
of Four Buildings 28 feet front, 22 in rear, one and a half stories
high: the first story to have six doors plain pamnel doors, the
front one to have plain transom--Six windows, two of 20 lights
§ x 10 glass each, the other four 15 lights same size---Windows
and doors to be trimmed with plain architive: To be divided into
thiree rooms with one Fire place. Plain winding stairs running
to the second story one closepress or cupboard in front room
and sloset under stairs - plain mantle plece - joice to be 10
inches wide 2-1/2 thick double bridged and two feet from centre
to centre. The following to e one and a fourth inches thiek
and not more than seven inches wide plain washboards. Story eight
feet in the clear. walls of Brick 14 in. thick. The second story
4o have 2 doors seven windows three of 12 light each 8 x 10 glass.
The other four 9 lights each same size, to be divided into three
Rooms with one fire place. Doors & windows to be trimmed with
plain architive (single) mantel piece and washboard plain. Joice
10 in wide 2-1/2 thick, two feet from centre to centre and double
bridged. Flooring one and a fourth in. thick and not more than
seven inches wide. Walls inches thick.

Back building 16 feet front 12 rear, one story high
9 in. walls. one plain panel door, two windows 12 lights each
8 x 10 gless, one fire place, plain mantel, doors and windows to'
be trimmed with plain single architive. Joice 7 in. wide 2-1/2
thick, two feet from centre to cemtre. Celler to have two windows
one door etc.

The whole of the Carpenter work, excepting the roof to
have two coats of paint -~ the door to be hinged & locked. The
puilding both front & rear to be plastered in the interior with
2 coats & skimmed. and to be covered with good Cypress shingles.
The whole of the work to be done in a substantial workmanlike
manner, and of good materials well seasoned and completed on or

113.
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before the lst day of May 1834.

And the said George Rust Jr Supt as aforesaid agrees
on the part of U. States that the said Mathias shall be pald for
each building completed by him agreeable to the preceding
specification.

Daniel T. lathias continued

Specifications the sum of five hundred and forty dollars, to be
paid on the completion of any one of the said buildings. In
vitness whereof the parties have hereunto set their hands & seals
the day and year first written.

Test signed Dan T. Mathias Seal
George Rust Jr Supt

Bond

Know all men by these presents, that we Danl T. Mathias
and 7illiam Anderson, are held and firmly bound to the United
States of America in the sum of two thousand dollars, to be paid
to the said United States, their certain Attorney or Aszigns}

Tor the sald true payment wvhereof, we bind ourselves, jointly
& severally, our joint & several heirs, Extrs & Admrs sealed with
our seals, & dated 15th this day of July 1833.

The condition of the above obligation is such, that,
whereas the above bounden Danl T. Mathias has entered into the
preceeding agreement for furnishing the materials & furnishing
4 dwelling houses at Harpers Ferry Armory. If therefore the said
Denl T, lathias shall on his part faithfully perform the
stipulations of said agreement then the above ovligation to be
void else to remain in full force and virtue.

Test signed Dan. T. Mathias Seal
im Amderson

Original transmittéd to 2" Comptrollgr November 7th 1834
G Welsh

Faley tond signed by | James Faley
F. Beckham

Henry Crampton




Weshington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 153, Office of the Judge
Advocate General, Military Reservation Division, Reservation File
189-1942, West Virginie Box No. 45. (ms

"Dwelling Houses belonging to U. S. at Harpers Ferry, W. Va,
June -39, 1848

Total Numberooo.ooooooolsz’
Broken up or burn‘b....o_lﬂ
163

Umccupiedooonoooo-oooo__z
16l

Oceupied by Officers and Clerks as Offices.. 12
= yorkmen of Musket FactOryeeessee 95
n " " " Rifle u XXX XX o___l

129 /sic./

161
-129
42 [sic./

Occupied as Schools, Stable & Slaughter House... 7
" by persons not on the pay rollSeeescecedd

00000000000000000000‘042
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Washington, D. €., National Archives R.G. 153 Office of the Judge
Advocate General, Military Reservation Division, Reservation 1809~ 116.

1942, West Virginia Box No. 45 (ms)

"Dwelling Houses belong to U. S. at Harpers Ferry, V. Va,
September 30, 1849

Brick, 2 s‘bory........37
" t

1 LR i

Stone 2 " eesececel9
" 1 ¥ eeecesecld
Wood, 2 B eeeccese 9
" 1 B ceseseeedl
TO’.L‘AL.......MB

Of 3.1 workmen on the rolls only 121 eccupy U. S. houses."



Washington, D.C., National Archives R.G. 153 Office of the Judge
Advocate General, Military Reservation Division, Reservetion 117.
1809-1942, West Virginia Box No. 45 (ms).

"Dwelling Houses belonging to U. S. at Harpers Ferry, W. Va.
December 31, 1850

OfficeSecceccscsscccsosee 1l
Clerks and otheérSececess 10
Parsonage and schoolSe... 4
Workmen =- or Tenht.ee... 110 (119 workmen occupy the 110 houses)
Other than workmeN,esses
Umccupied......u...... __]_-Q
TWAL.......-... 141

Briek’ 2 Btory houseSeess 39
-

i " % eee 15

Stone 2 " B e 19
" 1 n T .. 10
Wood, 2 s ¥ oeee 9
" l n " coe _52

m"ooonooooovoola.



Flournoy, H. W., Editor, Calendar of Virginia State Papers,
Published Richmond, 1875 - 1893, Vol. 11, Jan. 1, 1836 -
April 15, 1869

"Headquarters C.S. Army
Harpers Ferry, May 25, 1861

Special Order, No. 2:

Mr. Michael E. Price, Master of Tramsportation, will
remove without delay, towards Richmond, the Machinery

connected with the Rifle Works at the Harper's Ferry Armory:

1
By order of Brg. Gen Jos. E. Johnston"

118.



National Archives, Washington, D. C., R.G. 92, Office of the

Quartermaster General, Consolidated Correspondence File, Harpers
Ferry, West Virginia (ms), ("Statement", from U. S. Military R.Rds.
to Brevet Major G. A. Flagg, endorsement dated February 24, 1866)

"R 58 8-2

119.

"Statement of Govt buildings & lumber at Harpers Ferry, Va. transferred
by the U. S. Mil. R.Rds to BVI. Major G. A. Flagg - AQM.

Statement of Govermnment buildings and lumber at Harpers Ferry, Va.
transferred by the U. S. Milty R.Rds. to Brevet Major G. A. Flagg, AQM

Total Feet
1 One Engine House 164 x 26 feet 17557
1 One Machine and Blacksmith Shop 82 x 26 7150
2 Two Carpenters Mess Houses |
(In South Bolivar) 63 x21 " 16676
1 One Mess House (on Herrs Island) 60 x 20 ") 7826
1 One Mess House opposite Subs 0ffice 62 x 21 ”; |
with wing 26 x 12 ) 8866
1 One Store House. (Herrs Island) 44 x 20 v 496/
1 One Tool House (Upper Island) 37 x22 ¢ 4406
1 One Agents Office ¥ " 21 x 13 " 1713
1 One Building (Near Supts Office) | 16 x 16 1077
1 One Building " " " 18 x 16 " 1720
1 One Platform 197 x 27 15957
1 One Platform 232 x 22 15312
1 One " 446 x 25 33430
1 One i 112 x 16 5376 142050
1 One Lot Lumber (White Pine) 47142
One Lot Lumber (Oak) 500
One Lot Hemlock Scantling 7500 55142
Total number of feet 197192
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RGO
B.Gen. G. V. Rutherford
Q.M.G.0.
Fery 24, 1866
F. 521

Refere Statement of Govt. buildings and lumber at Harpers
Ferry, Va. Transferred by U. S. M.R.Rds. to Maj. Geo. A, Flagg.

WDBK - 7 - No. 1191 / 2./
Bk 66.
[Efam§7

Decision Bk. 4 page 456

e e e e e e Ay e o 2 e e it o Ut it ot i i o T v 8 i i i i i D G o R A (S o o 0 G e (0 e S T 4 4 Rk g e G e S i

Buildings & Lumber
at
Harpers Ferry., Va.

# 39

I certify that I have personally inspected the within
named property find that it is not of further use to the Govern-
ment end recommend that it be sold at public auction.

[gigneg7 Geo. V. Rutherford
Brevet Brig. Genl.
Col & Chf. Ins Div

= e o e o 4 i o b i e i . ok o o R S k£ e S s PSS i AR S S e B ) (e i R U £ S O o SR S S g S e e e e

Respectfully referred to Brevet Brig. General J. J. Dana,
in charge 6th Division, Q.M.G.0., for his action,

"By order Q.M. Genl.

/signed/ Geo. V. Rutherford
Bvt. Brig. Generel,
Col. & Chf. Ins. Divn.
Q.M.G.0.
2/, Feby 66.




Respectfully submitted to the Quarter Master Gemeral
and sale recommended.

[signed/ J. J. Dana 6
Colonel, QMD.
Bt. Brig. Genl

(s pirEppampepegmgepmppmspepe e g L LY TP PR T L L L L L L L Ll DLl Ll Skl adadad

‘QoM.G.O. )
Feb. 26/66)

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War for
authority to sell at public auction after due notice the
buildings and lumber at Harpers Ferry, Va. herein specified.

[Illegible signature/

Quarter M. Gen.
Bt. Maj. Gen.

Q.M.G.0) )
Feb.26/66)

B.B. 19/3904

The recommendatinn of the Quarter Master Gemeral is
approved.

By order of the Secretary of War:

Jeigned/ Tho®. T Eckert
Act'g Ass't Secy of War.

War Dept
1st March 1866,
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National Archives, Washington, D. C., RG 92 Office of the
Quartermaster General, Consolidated correspondence file Harpers
Ferry, West Virginia (ms), (Ltr. Capt. A. S. Kimball, Baltimore,
Md. to Maj. Gemeral M C. Miegs December 10, 1866)

Depot Quartermasters Office
Baltimore Md. Dec. 10. 1866

Maj. Genl. M. C. Miegs
QI M. GO U. S. A'
Washington, D. C.

General.

In reply to your Letter to Colonel Geo. W. Bradly
formerly on duty at this place, dated August 11, 1866, directing
that officer to report upon the claim of the "Independent
Order of 0dd Fellows" for damages done to their Hall at Harpers
Ferry West Va. by the troops of the United States stated a
$1500 1 have_the honor to state that I have caused an invisti-
gation /sic./ to be had of the case and find as follows, to
wit.

The Hall of this Lodge was built in conjuction with
the Methodist Protestant

L27
Church of Harpers Ferry, and comprises the upper story of that
Church. The building is of rough /cheap/ stone and its areas
are about 30 x 50 feet. The ground was the gift of the
government upon which the church is located.

The troops took possession of the Hall in 1862 but
at what particular date it was difficult to determine. The
occupation continued until the fall of 1863, a period of about
one year. The building does not appear to have been occupied
by the order of any competent authority, but merely taken
possession of by the troops on duty at Harpers Ferry and used
as quarters for the Ben.

During this occupation the building was seriously
damaged. The

L3/
inside of the Hall, imcluding windows, ceilings, joists, frame
work, and in fact every item of wood work, was removed or
utterly destroyed. It is probable that the wood work was torn
out and burned for fire wood. There is at the present time
nothing remaining except the naked stone walls and it is claimed

that the entire damage was commitged while the Hall was occupied
by the troops. :

122,



It is also claimed on the part of the Trustees that
a large amount of valuable furniture, the property of the Lodge,
was also destroyed by the troops. But of thB there could be
. obtained no evidence beyond the testimony of interested parties.

I am of opinion that the sum claimed, being $1500.
is no more than

Xy
would be required to put the Hall in such condition as it
is believed to have been when taken possession of by the troops.

- The claim for that part of the edifice used as a
Church has, I am informed, already been settled.

The Trustees, to whom the claim is presented are
reported to have been loyal during the war.

The papers relating to the claim are herewith respect-
fully returned.

I am General
Most Respectfully
Your Obt. Servt.
o [signed/ A. S. Kimball
L.R. Bk/2-Q/-1032
Capt. & A.Q.M.U.S.A,

)
)

2 Enclosures )
) Depot Q.M. Baltimore
)

123.
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Washington, D. C., National Archives RG 121, Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry File No. 154 (ms) n.p., ca. 1869

"Harpers Ferry Property
I On Potomac side.

Fire Engine House, about 30 ft. by 25 ft. one story brick slate
roof, two iron doors, Cupola.

Long Building, about 100 f£t. by 25 feet, one story brick, one
half demolished, but boarded up; with board roof. The
brick half has slate roof. Wooden part has brick gable.
Foundation, with dressed stone coping 100 feet by 25 ft.
2 feet above ground.

Foundation & Stone Coping, 2 feet above ground 100 feet by
25 feet,

Blacksmith Shop & Blast Furnace, about 250 feet by 30 feet
Chimney stack about 115 feet high & 10 feet at base all
of brick. Partly under rough roof, one story high, 21
iron window frames remaining, 2 iron door frames. Granite
foundadion dressed coping, about 2 feet above ground.

Front Wall of Government Yard, 12 panels of iron railing on
granite base & brick with brick piers brown stone coping
on piers. Double iron gates two in number. Heavy dressed
gate posts of granite flve in number.

West Enclosure Wall and part of South Enclosure 46 pannels [Eic47
-~iron pickets between brick piers

L27
stone coping base of masonry about six feet high.

South Enclosure in part, about 500 feet in length rock base
and solid brick above about eight feet high.

Cast Iron Overshot Wheel about 15 feet in diameter set in pit
of masonry faced and coped with heavy dressed granite.
Forebay of iron frame and wood over the wheel about 15
feet square. 4 cog wheels 5 ft. diam. each on heavy
shaft of iron. 2 small cog wheels 3 ft. Two lines of
wrought iron shafting about 10 feet long each by 8 inches.



Line of blast pipe 150 feet long by 10 inches under-
ground to blacksmith shop. Drum wheel in ground about

4 £t. diameter & part of shaft about 3 ft. long. Wooden
buckets all destroyed.

Foundation of Machine Shop built in 1857. Laid about 4 feet
deep. Coping of dressed granite--length about 100 ft.
width about 25 feeti. 2 iron cogs about 4 f£t. in diameter
& shaft about 12 f£t. by 8 in.

Two Granite-faced Waste-ways. Walls about 12 feet high.

Overshot Wheel. Iron shaft wooden frame braced &
L3
bolted with iron, journals broken & metal carried off.
6 large cogs 4 £t. diameter, 2 small do. 3 ft. Bed of
masonry about 40 feet by 15 ft. 1 large cog about 6

feet, 2 small do. about 3 ft. Drum wheel 4 feet wrought
shafts 12 feet by 8 in.

Foundation of Carpenter Shop 100 feet long about 30 feet
wide. Part of dressed granite coping.

Foundation of Proof Shop 100 feet by 30. Granite-dressed
coping above ground about 10 inches.

Undershot Wheel. Iron shaft wooden frame wood nearly destroyed.

4 large cogs 6 ft. diam. 4 small cogs 3 ft. 2 drum wheels
5 ft. Shafts 2 10 ft. by 8 in. All set in bed of dressed
granite blocks. 2 lateral shafts 8 £t. by 8 in. 2 Drum
wheels & shafts 10 ft. by 8 in.

Foundation of Millwright Shop. 100 ft. by 25 ft. Masonry
with dressed stone coping.

Turbine Wheel in bed under ground & perpendicular shaft, 1 cog
3 ft. 1 cog 2 £t. Cast iron frame & fly wheel heavy

/ £t. drain 8 in. wide, and operating shaft. Masonry bed
about 10 f%. square.

Long line of Masonry wall enclosure South

L4/

Foundation of building about 25 ft. square. No coping.

125.
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Foundation of Grinding Mill, 80 ft. by 25 ft. Heavy & long
dressed stone coping, 14 in. above ground.

Iron Flume 4 ft. diameter well bolted about 35 feet long
with perpendicular shaft_of Turbine Wheel. Turbine
Wheel probably burried /sic./ under ground.

0ld Machine Shop Foundation 80 ft. by 25. Masonry.
Two Cisterns

Flag Stone Walk along fronts of buildings about 1/4 mile in
length.

Rolling Mill and Till Hammer Shop. Brick one story, on
dressed stone coping to foundation. 17 iron window
frames. Length of building 200 feet by 40 f£t. 2 door
frames iron. Large quantity dressed stone inside over
surface of shop. No roof.

Turbine Wheel & Flume. The latter about 30 feet length &
4 in. diameter. Iron frames & supports. Wheel &
machinery burried /sic./ in ground similar to the
one before described.

Walls of Arched Warehouse. All of masonry 1 story 70 £t. by
50 ft.

L57
0ld Rolling Mill Shop Foundation. Stone coping dressed
200 f£. by 30 ££. Flag flooring many iron bolts.

Overshot Wheel Wood frame. 15 ft. diameter. Large revolving
shafts. Forebay 15 ft. sguare. Large masonry waste-way
about 60 ft. by 15 £t. 20 f£t. deep. Dressed stone facing
and coping. Boiler iron supply pipe 25 ft. by 4 ft.

Iron water gate.

Iron Flume about 4 ft. diameter 20 ft. long. Iron water gate.

Coping of Canal Wall blocks of dressed stones about 6, 8, 10
f4, long 8 in. thick. Stones well squared about 500 feet

in length.

TLocks of Canal at Dam on Potomac & headway one cpen gate. One
1ifting gate & chains.
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II Shenandoah Side

Foundation of Rifle Factory had order of 2 or 3 buildings
200 ft. by 60 - 80 ft. by 60 £t. -
100 ft. by 60
Lot of dressed coping.

Foundation of Stable about 50 ft. square. Dressed stone
coping.

Immense open querries of stone face the property.
The property in machinery described & in the great

quantities of dressed stone and building material laying [sic47
around upon the land must be of very great value.”



National Archives, Washington, D. C. RG 121 Public Buildings
Service, Harpers Ferry Case No. 154. (ms) (Copy dated 30 September
1873, Washington, D. C., of an Agreement between J.R. Poinsett,
Secretary of War and Louis McLane, presdent of the B.&0. Company
dated 5 November 1838) 13 pp.

" UNITED STATES /Seal/ OF AMERICA

War Department th
Washington City September 30." 1873

Pursuant to the Act of Congress of the 22nd February 1849, I
H. F. Crosby Chief Clerk of the war Department in the absence
of the Secretary of war, do hereby certify that the annexed
document and chart have been truly copied from the originals
on file in the Office of the Chief of Ordinance of

This department

/Seal of the In witness whereof I have
Treasury hereunto set my hand and
Department caused the seal of the War
u. s./ Department to be affixed on the

day and year first above written.

[signed/ H. F. Crosby
Chief Clerk

In the absence of the Secretary of War

]2

I~

Agreement:

The following agreement contains the terms and conditions
upon which the Bdtimore and Ohio Railroad Company shall be, and
they are hereby, premitted /sic./ to construct that part of the
main stem of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad which is poposed
to be constructed westward from the present viaduct at Harper's
Ferry along and through the property of the United States at
that place. '

They have laid down two routes for the said main stem
which are designated in the drawing and plan annexed hereto as
a part hereof and lettered A. and B respectively, the description
of which is as follows:-

The route A leaves the Railroad viaduct at er near second
pier from the Virginia shore and turns to the right up the Potomac
until it acquires a direction parallel or nearly so to the new

128.
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river wall now being erected by the United States on the river
side of the northern row of work shops belonging to the musket
armory.

The outside of this wall is about forty feet from the
river front of said workshop and its top will when finished, be
about

/37
fourteen or fifteen feet above low water in the river the space
between the wall and the shops being filled up and graded as

a street. The route for the Railroad having reached the United
States property at the lower or eastern end of the wall just
mentioned passes up the river om the outside of that wall with

a view to the construction of an additional wall in the river
parallel to the United States wall and about twenty feet there-~
from: this additional wall to be built by the company of such

a height as may be deemed necessary to guard against danger from
high water to be superstructure that may be placed upon the wall:
the United States wall being also raised by the company to such
a height as may be deemed necessary for the same purpose: the
part so raised not extending inwards from the outer face of the
wall at its top more than five feet: the space between the two
walls to be left open throughout -- for the passage of the

water of the river: the road to be so constructed opposite

the tilt hammer shop as to leave a clear space of twenty feet
between the road and the river front of the shop. Should the
construction of the road be found to make the tilt hammer shop

L &/
inconveniently dark, the railroad company shall make such changes
in the manner of lighting the building as the Secretary of War
may require so as to put it into as good a comdition in this
respect as it is in at present. The entrance of the water of
the river into the space between the walls above mentioned and
its excit /sic./ therefrom to be provided for by proper openings
in the outer wall. The route after passing the tilt hammer shop
ascends the river along the outer bank of the United States
canal by a solid embankment and wall: the embankment of the
railroad to be supported on the river side by a new wall to
be founded on the bed of the river, the said embankment covering
the present bank of the canal so as to have the benefit of it:
if desired, in diminishing the quantity of earth and other
materials to be supplied for the formation of the road bed.
When the route reaches the head gates of themnal it crosses
the canal upon an oblique line by a bridge with a wooden super-
struction of two spans of about one hundred feet each, the pier
of the bridge being in a line with the pier of the head gates
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/5.7

and consisting of an extension of the same eastwardly, and the
abutments of the bridge being so far apart as to embrace the
entire present width of the canal and also a sufficient space
on the southern side of the channel by which the river enters
the canal just above the head gates to allow of the passage of
the proposed couty road under the railroad along the inner
margin of the channel and near the level of the water: the
elevation of the said road being made sufficient at this

point to give it a clear height of at least twelve feet above
the county road. The route passes along the two precipitous
points of rock immediately above the head gates and subsequently,
pursues the virginia shore of the Potomac towards Elk Branch
without interference with the intended location of the county
road.

Route B. is identical with route A, to a point west
of the tilt hammer shop, and east of the present cross wall
where it diverges from the route A. into the river for the
purpose of obtaining a suitable curvature to cross the United
States canal at or near the said cross wall as represented
in the drawing and then

~I
[+,
~

returning southwardly crosses the route A. and the said canal

at or near the said cross wall to the hillside on the southern
margin of the canal: the grade of the road being so elevated

as to give a clear hight /sic./ at least twelve feet above

the present of the water in the canal and over the county

road as it shall be located along the inner margin of the canal.
‘The railroad after so crossing the canal and country road pursues
the hillside upwards to the head gates and thier /[sic./ falls
into route A.

The superstructions for the support of the railway

upon the parallel walls above described on route A. to comsist

of wooden tressels [ﬁic;j’or pillars of brick, stome or ironm,
as the company may prefer: the posts or pillars to be placed
at least fifteen apart from centre to centre lengthwise of

_the road and to be not more than eighteen inches in diameter:

the supports to stamd in two parallel lines one upon the Govern-
ment wall raised as above mentioged and the other upon the
parallel wall built by the railroad Company.

The option is given to the said
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1777

company to take either of the routes above indicated, provided,
however, that should the United States pay to the said company
the difference between the cost of constructing the route "A",
and the route "B" to be ascertained by a careful survey before
commencing the construction of the road, then the said company
shall take the route "A" and construct their road thereon. And
in case the Secretary of War should require it the wall to be
built by the said company above the tilt hammer shop shall be
solid and sufficiently puddled to prevent breakage from the
canal, so as to make it serve not only as the support of the
said railroad but as the river wall of the embankment of said
canal, the said company in this event having the privilege of
using the materials of the presant /sic./ wall as far as may
be done without endangering the canal.

In the construction of the river wall below or east
of the tilt hammer shop by the said company, there shall be
left sufficient openings opposite each tail race from the water
wheels of the armory

/87

to facilitate the discharge of the water therefrom and as
auxiliary to the vent between the two parallel walls aforesaid.

The watelf%_/ power privilege of the United States
shall not be injured or obstructed, but a free passage shall
be left for the water from the channel or the river near Striders
warehouse above the public dam and at all other places and points
specified and reserved between such warehouse and the falls
immediately below the wviaduct.

Should the said company desire to take materials from
the ground belonging to the 'United States' they shall be
permitted to_do_so free of expense at such places as may be
disignated /sic./ by the superintendant [sic./ of the Armory
or premitted /sic./ by the Secretary of War.

The road through the United States property shall be _
constructed at the minimum elevation not exceeding the hight [sic./
of the present viaduct as_far as the tilt hammer shop, and the
parapet wall disignated /sic./ on the drawing shall be constructed
of good mortar masonery.

The said company shall allow the
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[97
United States to castruct and keep up forever a depot with suitable
tracks switches and turnabouts to be connected with the said road

and the second story of a warehouse proposed to be erected by the
United States.

Should the said company be required by the Secretary of
War so to do, they shall remove at thier /sic./ own expense two _
wooden buildings marked 'x' and 'v' on the drawing from ther /sic./
present position to such place as the Secretary of War may direct.

The tressel Lsic;7 work of the said road shall be terminated
west of the tilt hammer shop at the point marked 'B* on the drawings,
and the said company shall, if required by the Secretary of War
construct, opposite, the waste way, a culvert to facilitate the
escape of surplus water and the drainage of the canal.

There shall be left at the cross wall aforesaid a suffi-
cient space for the site of a saw mill im reference to the futuge
erection of which the said company shall construct a culvert suit-
able for a waste way and tail race for the accommodation of said
mill.

In the event of the selection of the
/107

line 'B' the said company shall fill up the space between that
line and the canal wall from the point where the line diverges
from the wall to that where it again intersects the wall so as
to render the reconstruction or repairs of the wall unnecessary.

The said company shall locate and execute all the parts
of thier /sic./ work in such manner as shall cause the least
danger or injury to the United States property and any practicable
alternation consistent with the proper and judicious location and
construction of the said road, that may enhance the value of the
property of the United States and that shall be regquired by the
Secretary of War shall be made by the said company the additional
expense thereof being paid by the United States.

In locating and constructing the said road particularly
the walls, abutments and piers, at and near the present viaduct
and the eastern boundary of the property of the United States, the
said company shall locate and construct the same so as to produce
the least possible dimination /sic./ in the width of the

L1117

river consistant [sic.7with the security of the said walls,




133.

abutments, and piers.

In the construction of those portions of the said road
between the points indicated on the drawings at ‘K and 'L' the
superintendent /sic./ of the Armory may exercise such supervision
and control as may be necessary to prevent the filling up or obstruction
of the canal bed of the river, and site for the county road.

In the use of the road authority to construct which along
and over the property of the United States is hereby conceded on
the terms herein set forth, it is expressly, stipulated that the
cars of the said company shall not be left standing on the track
in front of the work shops of the Armory so as to obtruct the light
and air.

It is further stipulated that should the said company deem
it their interest to use wood instead of stone coal as the fuel of
thier /sic./ engines and damage should be done thereby to the pro-
perty of the United States, the said company will become the insurers,
and will be answerable and responsible for the same.

In testimony whereof and for the
127

Purpose of granting to the said company the privileges aforesaid

upon the terms aforesaid. Joel R. Poinsett, Secretaryd War of the
United States hath hereto set his hand and for the purpose of signi-
fying the assent of the said company to the said terms and binding them
to the fullfilment /sic./ thereof Louis McLane the president of the
said company hath hereto set his hand and caused the corporate seal

of the said company to be affixed hereunto.

Dated this fifth day of November in the year eighteen
hundred and thirty-eight.

J. R. Poinsett
Louis McLane

[ SEAL_/

/BALTIMORE

AND _
Ohio R.R./

Witness to signature of Louis McLane
Jno H. B. Latrobe

Witness to signature of J. R. Poinsett
Jno. T. Cochrane "
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United States of America )]
) 8. 5.
District of West Virginia )

)

I, Jasper G. Moore, Clerk of the District Court
of the United States for the District of West Virginia, do
certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the record in
the case of the United States of America & others against
the Baltimore & Ohio Ril Road, Company, lately depending
in said Court at Wheeling in said District, Except the
Evidence in said cause and the Photographic Map used at the sale
of the said Harpers Ferry property.

In testimony whereof I hereto set my hand and the
Seal of said District.

Court at Wheeling in said District
this 8th day of May A.D. 1876
and in the 100th year oi the Independence of
the United States of Ameica.

Jasper G. Moore, Clerk

D.C. U.S. D. W.Va.




Waghington, D. C., National Archives Ru l2l Publle Dulldings
Service, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia File Drawer No. 28, rinted
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FROM THL

GHIEF CLERK OF THE ¥ AR DEPART\IE‘JT

COMMUNICATING,

In compliance with a Senate resolution of Divember 4, 1873, information
in lclauon to the sale of Government property at Ha)pca s Ferry.

—— e o et st et

DeceMBER 15, 1073.—Ordered to Tie on the talle and he printed.

War DEl‘ART\LE\i - :
N “ashington City, December 12, 1873, !

Sigr: In response to ‘the resolution of the United States Senate of the
4th instant, directing the Secretary of War to *tr ansmit to the Senate
all the information in his possession in relation to the Government
property at, Harper's Ferry, W. Va, “ineluding the sale thereof)” 1

ehave the houor, in the ubsence of the Secretaryx of War, to transmit
herewith a transeript from the records ot the Dep.lrtmeut and copies of
such papers on file as will give full information in relation to the Har-
per’s Ferry sale and subsequent ofticial action thercon by the War De-
partment.
Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
. T. CROSBY.
Chief Clerk.
The PRESIDENT pro tempore of fhe United States Senate,

’

ORDNANCE OFFICE, WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, December 11, 1573.
Sir: In iulmlment of the requirements of the resolution of the Sen-

.- ate of December 4, 1873, I inclose herewith to you transcript tfrom the

records of this office and copies of such papers on file here as will give
full information in relation to the lHarper’s Ferry sale and mbqeqm\nt
ofticial action thereon by the War Department.

The inclosures are: ’

1. Tmnscnpt of the account of sale, with photographic copy of the
map of Harper's Ferry.
-2 (Jloples of correspondence relating to the property disposed of at
the sale

The Senate resolution is herewith returncd.

By order of the Chief of Ordnance:

Very respectfully, your obedient serv ant .
V. BEXET,
. Major of Ordnance.
Tho honorable the SECRETARY OF WAR.

pamphlet, 6" x 8 1/2", 32 pages. 135.
43D CONGRESS,} N SENATE. {Ex. Doc.
1st Session. - No. 6.
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v LETTER
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Abatract of aale of United Statex property at and near Harper's Ferry, W, Va., vold at public au&ion E Ve
" E A A LA , at the town of Harper's Ferry, ou the 30th of November, and the st and 24 Mss of
'I')rmnecr, 1869, by J. Daniel Potterfield, awctioneery aw divided und laid out by N, Houwell 1;,.0,,.,,”,“,.,.«,,0,., an I{‘r m(.'l[:f of 1Y, ;'l'l”"'"'"’ by Hon. William W, Belknap, Seerctury of
« """ < 0"‘,’"?"" 16, 1469, made under the supervision of Capl. I””’_“;I J. Youny, 0.8 K., acting wnder instrictons from the Orduance Department at Washington, in purxiuanee af an
. det providing for the sale of the lands, tencments, and water privileges belonging to the United States at and near Harper's Ferry, in the county of Jefferson, West Virgivio,” -
bracing also the unsold lotx and lots purchased and uot paid for, ax per map and sale of 1239, . )

———— - s e e e —_— —————— —— —
. . ' Notes secured by bond for— !
: . . ' |
) & . « Deelined by pur. i When paid, ! f
! ‘: Lowation uurl remarks, Names of purclhasers, Amonnt, - chaser und taken One year. ) Two years, s Dateof deed. Roarkia,
. Y — - .
- ' & . — .
3 ¢ & » | !
2 s 5 Date. Amount. Date. Amoant. | First note. | Recond uum-.I' i
— - R S S S N B f— —
11669 Ti;,'e wnt:: m-m-r(-x;:iﬁ ln;f :’he Capt. F. €, Adamn *. ... 136,000 00 ... Dec. 30, 1869 'egg, 000 00, Dec. 30, 1569 [+, 000 00/, . oou........ e e
ptomac River ad held by the '
S i -
L old armory ngw, . '
: or musket factory, Byrnes !
: * . | '
3 i |
. :
)
i
) Cupt, F. €, Adunw ... 00000 ..., Dec 16,1869 | 15,000 00, Dee. 16,1369} 15,000 00 . ... e
) i !
, | i
’ )
|
Johu W, Neer & Co..... 1,900 . ... ... Dée.  6,1269 75 00, Dec. 6, 1769 2500 . ... et e v heeiaaaan
. + ] M
David M. King .......... 360000 . ..., Dee, 61869 1,#73 00, Dee. 6, 1560
William C. Bradley...... 13,100 00 John A. ALl aml| Dee. 617601 6,550 00 Dec. 6,109
* Dan V. Ahl !
: |
'? .
'
b
:\g ' D 6,169 | 1,012 50, D 6, 1%69
. 2 025 ire. 6, 1R6GS ,012 5 e, 6, 1860
] 4 | Shoman ; Burley - ;% Dic. 16,1269 ] 132 :,o(' Dee. 16, 169
p: A })oegg 1 00 6, 1769
J A 2,00
s 4 %% b, 1+69
‘*: A 2, 085 6, 1169
K B 1, 850 6, 1269
i B 6, 100 R M) St AR
i B ) Pec. 6,1869 | 2, 550 00 Dec. 6, 1269
!
c - Dec. 6,1369 55 00) Dee. 6, 1269
Dee. 6,186} 2,049 .')QI Dee. 6,1269
F Dec. 6, 1269 905 00, Dee.” 6, 1769
P Dec. 6, 1369 75 00 Dee, 6, 1869
g Boc, g 1369 &2 50| Dee, 6, 1869
ec. 6, 1869 80 60 Dec, 6, 1269
G . ;Vu{iunvbocnwnmu Dee. 6, 1369 47 50] Dec. 6, 1769
G n 0"11 D, Holmes 22 Dec. 6,1869 [ 1,562 50, Dee. 6, 1469
\ mm - Mol rﬁfé ------ Dee. 6,1269( 37 30{ Dec. 6, 169
.| Edward Tearney. ..

Notes and bonds of F. C. Adams, sent to Secretary « £ War July 15, 1372,
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. s i . wer's Ferry, §e.—Continued.
Abstract of .sale of United States property at and near Harper's Ferry, . V., sold at public auction, at the town of Harper's Ferry. §.—Coutinue
| l Notes seeured by bond for— ’
b e Declined 1 . e ———— - When pai L i
& eclined by pur- . e VDate of deed. Benark
‘ 8 Location and remarks. Names of purchasers, | Amount. | chaserand taken One year. ‘ Two years. !  Date ofideed. Ranarks.
. b3 by— R _. .- | '
PR - . ;
.§ 3 ':' Date Amount ! Date. Amomnt. . First note. Seeond note, I
B 8 A8 o : I .
O - . ; I ! : |
51869| Lots north of Shenandoah st..| John Wilson......... . 8150 00‘ (See Dlock FL1ot @)t oo-ncmvnreeses connnnnnes l -------------- R R R R LR |
6 1869 il .{ Thomas W, Gallacher... o e aes DR e L AT e R e SRR LR ¢
% 1869) Mary A, Percival . - |
R 81369 Dorsey H. Irwin
H | 11869 James Doody.
‘H [ 21869 Iraac Gilbert.
H | 31369|- George Freeman 30 00’
H | 41869 -----Q0cmemvieanacieianc] coenn A0 .ceuen. 30 00!
H {51269 Daniel Ames 33 00,
H [ 61869 c0e-eOoii i iiiiiiiieniiieani]ianen do........ 30 00
H | 71869 George Koonce.. £5 00
I | 11869 George Freeman. . 30 00
I | 21369 Louise Evans... 31 00,
I 31809 ..o aiiereniiiii] e endO L M 00I
I | 41269 .| Taaae Gilbert ..... 30 00, (See block H,10t 2) | v.oonnerrnins faenronie | ISR
Ils Nicholas Marmion. . 105 00,
. 1g Bridget Boerley.. D600 00 -«ccuecasonnocaceoanl sacananciveaceloansonnnealesaiaeaaneess
9 Patrick Daley.. 1,425 00;. .
S (R0 .| Mary D. Cochmne 2,025 00 Dec. . |
: ..| Edith O’Donnell.. 2,275 00 , 137 50! Dec. 1,137 .:o, Dec. 61571 Dec.
% .. I;:dwargd c\(l’urphy %gg gg] 1R7 & 6,169 ] 1,187 50 B v e s v
26 . .| James TAW . 300 00 s 1369 300 00 Dec. 22,1851, D & 187
*| Tsaac Gilbert. . 930 00| (See block H, iot 9) & ’ ee. B3 1571
.| Bridget Boerlev.. 80 00].c.ciitiianinaniianan
.| Patrick O'Beirne. . 139 00{......
G -.| George Koonce.......... 5 00)......
H ..l Edmund H. Chambers... 39 00]..
Y 1 .| Lewis Seabold........... 105 00;..
1 ..| Francis Gannon .. . 90 00|......
I .{ Dorsey H. Irwin . 23 00 (See lot 8, £
Shenandoah st.)
1 John E. Irwin.. 31 00]-ecucgavcnncenacenn
1 53 00| (See block I, Iot 5)
J %0 00| Sarah A. McDaniel
J Zadock Butt. .. 3000]..caemacceenaaaaa.
J J. Robinson S 61 00[.0ecueerccnnnnesnns
J Dnniel Ames.
g ............
J Jezmene A0.........
L George H. Bender..
L William M. Graham._.
N Samuel Coleman....
N James Warfleld
N .| Oliver Hall......
N .| Harrison Robinson
N .| James Musgrove...
) .{ Samuel Irbey.....
0 .| Jefferson Page..
0 .
P . .
P ..|John W. Marlatt ...
P ..{John C. Storm. .....
P .| Thomas A. Kirwan.
P .| John Gilbert ....... 80
P ..| Harrison Robinson . 30
P . do 32
1
3
5
13
10
13 00|
16 00| (Seo block F, lot 1)
X PR PR -
1o }(Seeblockr Joth -
300l
6 00| (%e lllock lot 5)
43 00, (See block F, lot 1)
R 9 00 4 '
R 51 00, % (See Llock I, lot 5)
R mw‘ #esasscssusanns teaspssnssiiessansnnccsaslone *sssrerlissnsssssnsancliqusncsscecsanc/ascnssenn, “ -
¢ B 51 09 (See block A, lot 6) tesnieaesananas

- e - . -
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Abatract of sale of United States Property at and wear Haypi's Feory, . Veosold at public auction, at the town of Hurper's Fervy, §o.—Continued.

, I e oo T

]
j : l Nates secured iy bond for— : ‘
fiar i . e e e o When paid. : '
k-] 4 '
} ‘..E ! Lawation and reniirks. Nawesof purdasers. | Amount, : ]:‘|LR:I; (}.,,E;‘m l\";, ;) Que year, , | Two years, Dateof dued. 'Remiarks.
. ey i -
o] R | ! Lo by N R -
EE .:3'5 3 ' : ) ' , Date. .A\mlmnt Date. Ammmt.I First note.  Second note.
- DN | ; ! [ o —
I ! ' . ) ) i T ‘l : .
1} ) 619680 North of Risdue strvet ... \n lmlm \I.Amnnu & 00' (See Llnk 1. lot 5) pTTITeTeeseas eneieee e - Tomenereiesees AR AN T
Yol e i 10 00 ) . X S SO T
e el eaee .l ................. 1'“,1 1See Block F, ot 1) fvevemeenreenesccennannn, |
R .‘}u. . ix";nﬂ‘u,;?\xv Potterfield, l s et et et ee e ea eraenies eheea s s a et rameataaanenan J.m 13,1870 Paidcash
h do. ! Davis b3 T ¢ 3 See J0L4) oo e e e et
N3 " ) : '
R - 'l'):nkl.\mm ..... .,‘3(‘:“(»«1;“1\1‘10“) .............. e P, retrereees reireneaaenas beetrianaeaa RLTTIP ‘} ..........
IR 11 T S, P MASE DAL LIRS hambers, for . 91 003 . .. . o e e e e
A Edw d H ¢ h‘mlbﬂ\ f“r i 4 (SeeDlock H, lot 5, . 1 1
N i 10 00! Camp Hill.) i [ ’ '
T a0 [T, e e i s e . )I;.;, ::5, }e.g gai.}mg},_
¥ Edward Tearney........ ' 54 00f (See 10t 3. north Of oo R N R, 4 May =0 'Paid cash.
Sheuandoah st.) ! y A ' |
T J AL 1 ! 15 00 T Deel G186 . #2250 Dev. 6, 1560 WM. R
T N\mw\){ifg;lg‘f....j o 0TI e 6,169 30 Dec. 61369 HO0 e e
T Mary A. Percival ....... | ~ wf (S66 ot . BOTtH Of ccvccvvnneeens e ieaennn ' ....................... ‘ ........................................
Shenandoah st.)
Ellen M. Brittain........ ! 1200 . "”N’ De
L David M. King. ... ! H 00 See lot 4y ...
Marry King.......)00] ' 44 oo! ....................
Wilbur A, Winters ... ' 93 000 (Ree Bliwk QUINED) | wommrremmnee e e e, T R [ RESTEEPER
! ‘ ‘ f | :
; ! )
P. H. Strode, fnrhimm-lf‘ 10 00 (Req lock . lot ) I PRECPEPRPPRPS [P RETETETTSIUUONN IETPRRTOPN PO RETELTPPTER g e
and other l:lﬂn of Ed. ' | i |
ncax, jr., deceased. . s i
mas Kirwan...... ' 0 m' Ann Jackson. .. ... Dec. 6,1869 Rx] 001 ......................... R B
Mary D. Price.. seey ; Dec. 6,1869 5 00, Dec. 15,1871 th 15,1851 | Jan. 10, I=%
RSt dobmion: I 0, Dec. 61669
Lydia A. Kilham. . i 10 &0/ (See block O, lot 14) ! Jan 13 1870 anh.
\‘:::;d]})l:nn 'l;lllllnh... 12 .................... : Jan. 13,18%0 Plld cash.
Ellen King............. 00 ... !
rin Gamneon. . . S 00 See block 1, Jot 3). .
Patrick O'Beirne 6 30! {See Jot 34, anrr --------------
reservation.)
Zoll.............
JYieholmx Marmion......
amen Ve....ouel
Daniel A.e'ugs.“’. .......... 1,25
Poily MeArthar......... b 1,750 00
Higgins......__. 25
Mary A.Cavalier........ 20 ] -
Edward Tearney........ 310 (Seelot 3 northof | -----ceveeneen !
Shenandosh st.) |
Michael Tearney........ 400 '
Thomass A. Kirwan 0
Henry Ruseel _.....

-..| Thomas T_ Earushaw. ...
.| Patrick O'Beirne_.......

CCog1en. .. A0, Th mas T.Earnshaw._..| 15000, ... . . . S S ARIEEEE TP P! PIOO eweeezias !
DD vi6w Between Fillmore and Clay st<.! John Billman ... ..... ... : !
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Abstract of sale of United States property atand near Harper's Forry, T, Va., sold at public auction, at the town of Harper's Ferry. §e.—Continned,

Names of purclisers.
! -
|
i
i

Amount.

Declined by por.
(‘Im-« er and taken

j ‘ ., Edmond H. Chambersy. ..
DD .3 | T, doo i ‘, Dorsey H. Irwin ........

-.. Harrison Hough.
- Abraham Clemm

. P«-\ Jdl‘l‘d Bowman, for
| _Colored M. E. Church.

GG Ellen King........ .....
GG - Abrabam Clemmer. ... .. :
GG John Fitzpatrick........ i
Gl e deooooo do. .o
:iG Wﬂhm Butta...........
e S EdwardPolis. .. . .
GG .| Mary l Earoshaw. ... ...
HH . me G. Rowson
HH . L. \hewbml;.t-
HH | 3180 .....do. ... o ... Daniel Ames.........
HH 41%9.....do.....oo ... de. .00

HH . Pumpry lluu'v
HH Anthony Busey .
HH d

HH

KK

FEEEERERRRRRMRRE

{

| ¥
|

2230 00 (See block H, lot 7,

i Camp Hill)
120 O, (See lot &, north of .

30 00

46 00 ) (See blnek FF, lots
2400 § 23 and 4.)
000 |

(Rﬂ‘ block 2 1ot 2, )l
(Nee block l'l~‘ lntu
}2. 3. and 4)

&
2

&
-3
=3

)

i8fenail
seszzess ss

ot
R

HEY )
.

E

3_.338483 gsse

}Johu H.Marten..
}John T. Reed.....
T

SEEEg
JEEoE

Jamu W. Hop- !
See hlmk L, lot 5) 1

(Ree block J.J, lots |
4and 3.) |

_s_g;;_gg;s,s;

{Reeblock A A, lotﬁ)l
' Mary B. Rodrick ..
| Sally J. D. Grubb. .

EEESER¥ETTI Y EUNE

asgggss

SR

}(seebbckr.lm) ’
(See block H, lot 1)

00/ (See bloek T lotn |
| 2amd3) i

BE2IRLAEERERE.

. — e
| |

Notes secured by bond for— '

When pain 1

One year. Two years. Date of deed. Remarks.

First note.

Date. . Amount. I Date.

i Amount. Second note. |
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dhstract of sale of United Statos properety af and pewr Harpeor's Fereg, W

g ) Dielined by par-
= Location and remarhs, Nimes ot purehisers, Ao, clzserand taken
P . n—
H <

LL P =1=g9 Camp Hiblo oo oaiii L, Dorsey H. Fawin... . .... 225 0 (Neelot = north ot
EL %m0 cooodooiii do. . 15 00§ Shenandoah st
LL IOy cocoodon i, Daniel Mes oo ..., 2 (M) ?

LL W60 . do e ceeee doo o 200 5 (Seebock Folot 1,
| IS P L Y | T Y Ao, ;

MM 1060 ool cArthor Lewin oo, L,

MM 2H=69 oodooionL Henry P DeanooooooL 0,

MM 3160 ool oo Owen Blanchtield. .. ...

M cow dJoseph T, Young, ..

M .. George Koonee

M) el L do..... ..

MM | T IS doo . Trueman W, Potte

MM B .odo, codames H Boden. ..o

MM .. Willinm B. Chambers

odo. cee. Amnie Lo MeCarty
MM 1160 Ceeeeeeereeereneeeaans ThomasJeflerson. ..
MM 121569 ..., doooo..... .. Willimn B, Chamdwer:
.. dacob Ripd oL L

MM 1315690 ... do.eeee.. .. . :
MM Wi1r69)...... Qoo Charles Hardy...... ... ! 55 00, Benjamin F. Hobhs
i .
} Totalsales oo i 207,993 50

140.
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P sold at public quction, at the town of Ilm'lu s Forry, dre—Continmed,

Notes secured by Loud for—
Wihen paid., i

e year. Two years, Dt of deed. Remarks.

!
[hate, Amonnt, Prate, Awonnt,  First note,  Secad wote,

Pec, o I=i0
B UTTRR TR R
CDees GO
Dhec. 6, 164 Ceeeena
. Feb, 16, 1270 Pa
i W m; e C. .. Fel. 16,1070 Paide
e, [ ol 1 ~ . . 3 . . H
Dee, 6, 156D i
Duoe, 8, ts6y

g PR 30 Dee, 6, 1860
DDl GRG0 6, 1969,




12 SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROVERTY AT HARPEL'S FERRY,
CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE HARPER'S FERRY PURCHASES,

, Hanvei's Feney, W, V., Noronbor 3, 170,

Gexerat: Inelosed please find a petition which explains its purport, addressed 1o
the Houn, Williim W, Belknap, Seeretary of War, by a few of the purchasers, at the
sale of public linds at this place, on the 30th November and ISt December, 1=69,
on belialf of themselves and other purchasers, Donbtless it wonld have been signed
by all the purehasers if time pertsitted, bt Dadvised its transtis<ion sothat it might
meet the honorable Seeretary hefore he closed his annual report to the Presilent, in
which he might, it he decmed it praper, refer to the sihjeer, '

With the highest respect, vour ohedient servant,
A MOKTTZMILLER,

Connsel for the partica,
Byt, Brig. Gen, AL B Dyen,

Chict of Orduance, Washington, 1. (7,

Hnelosure t A M. Kitzniller's letter,]

Hapre's Ferny, JErrersoN Cousrey, W, Vi,
. Novewher 1, 1570,
To the Hon, WiLnias W, BELENAE, Scerctary of War

The undemsiguel, all citizens of Harper's Ferry, in the Connty of Jefferson, in the
State of West Virginia, who, on the 30th November and the Ist December, 14459, did
become the purchasersof lots at the publie sales of the United States Linds, af the said
place, in pursnance of the provisions of anact of Congress for that purpose, desire,
with great respect, to represent to your howor: That upon the parehase of the water-
power and privileges of the Government, by private parties, the same being the tirst
sold at auction, it was represented to the people generully that the intention and pur-
poses of the purchaser were, without delay, to reconstraet and erect valuable facto-
ries anil Imilt{iugn on the lands heretofore owned by the United States amd used and
oceupied by the Government as @ national armory 3 the writers, with a great number
of athers, were induced to parehnse largely, on the fuith that these assuranees wonld
in like good faith be complied with on the part of the principal vendee of the Gov-
ernment, who bonght, as the first property sold, lots Nos. 1 and 2 of the catalogue,
In other words, we pat faith in the widely-spread rnmeor and the corroborating state-
ments of Captain Adams, the pureliser, that our purchases nnder these cirenmstanees
would be s very good investment for business purposes in the future, and, conse-
quently, we didl bid off onr respective lots at prices largely in excess of their value
nnder any other cireumstances than those referred to,

The meaning of this is, that the undersigned have been grievously disappointed by
the parties from whom it was supposed better things would be expeeted.  However,
these contingencies ‘hive not occurred, and we deplore the necessitios of the times,
which, doubtless, have mainly influenced subsequent action on this.poiut by the par-
ties mont vitally interested in the proseention of their enterprise,

But we do insist that our purchases of these lots, after the water-power and privi-

leges were declared to be the property of Captain F. C. Adams, as the highest Vidder
in the interests of private capatalists, was chiefly dictated by the idea that the pros
perity of the town was thereby insured as it had been before the war, by the dishurse-
ment by the Government in previous years in manufacture, and to which the sue
water-power had been in those days devoted.

The undersigned wish to impress upon your honot’s attention the substantive fact
that, after the lapse of four years of war and its accompanying desolation to our vil-
lage, the contignons conntry, and all the business operations of the people generally
in the vicinity, this gleam of prospective prosperity was indeed clllwrillg aml well
caleulated to afford renewed hopes of the futnre, to elate the spirits of everviunly, asmd
hence the eagerness to build upon these hopes, whick so far were cantles, imaginarily
constructed, air-bnilt indeed. ' .

In addition to all this, we beg to represent to your honor that many pwrwns, ear-
ried away by this supposed prospect, in fact intoxicated with it, and prohably by
strong drink, mingled with the crowd of purchasers and ron up the several lots on
bona fide purchnsers to excessive prices, whereby they imposed upon thme really
desirous of purchasing, and thus innocent hidders were compelled to pay thume exor-
bitant values. This is manifest from the fact that these bogns bids were unelaimed
and the purchases abandoned, either becaunse the bidders were unable to comply with
the terms of the sale, or they never intended to do so unless they conld make a spec-
ulation on their several bids,
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We. who have bonded for these lots, although the prices were known and ae-
knowledged by every one to be exorbitant, far beyond their real value, have done so
in good faith. : :

Now, however just in view of the payment of the first installment of our several
purchases, namely. on the ith day of December next, weate overwhelmed by the most
terrible calamity 'which conld at any ‘time he the fate of auy comunmity, namely.
by the tloodd.  This awful disaster is well known to the world, and needs no comment
on our part other than to state that our basiness has heen therefrom paralyzed, our
debtors unable to meet their engagements to us, and the people without money to
restore themselves to their former condition: amd besides this, we whe are able or
have anything beforehand are daily solicited or volunteer to velieve the destitute in
this extremity to the full extent of ‘our several abilities in their urgent wants. These
are our neighbors and friends, and no excuse will answer in this emergency.

Under these cirenmstances, Tully aware of your own constitutional inahility to do
anything for our relief pecuniarily, we do most respeetfully request of your honor (and
this we think vou have the perfect right to order and divect) fo suspend all or any
coereive aetion on our honds, for the pavment of our respective bonds, and all the
bonds falling due 6th December next, to await the action of Congress at its next ses-
sion. to which we will by petition appeal for such velief in the premises as it may
deem constitutional and jnst to grant to us under the circumstances.

Respectfully submitted for onrselves and other purchasers,

BRIDGET BOERLY. BB. A. LEISEWRING,
JAMES DAODY. (CHARLES E. BELLELR.
JOHUN E. ERWIN. (. L. HOPWQOD.
‘ JON, D, HOLMER. EDW'D MURPHY.
J. CAVALIER, - JOHN W. NEER.
J. M. DECAULNF. F. H. CHAMBERS.
DANIEL AMES, F. GANNOX.
JAMES CONWAY, . JAMES MCcGRAW,
F. V. COCKELLE. JAN. T. REED.
. THOS, H. TRAH. ARTHUR €. LEWI¥,
. : BASIL AVIS, J. M. . BIRD,
TURNER FREEMAN. MARY D. PRICE.

H. RODRICK.
{Indorsement op the foregoing papers.]

ORDNANCE. O1 FiCE, November 7, 1570,

Respeetfully submitted to the Seeretary of War for his actim and iustructions,

The sale of the Harper's Ferry property was made in striet accordanee with the aet
15th December, 1268, authorizing and direeting it tobe sold “in such parcelsasshall, in
his opinion, be best adapted to secure the greatest amount of money therefor, on a
eredit of one and two yvears, taking bond and security from the purchaser or purchasers
for the payment of the purchase-money, and that the proceeds of. such sale shall be
applied by him as follows,” * i * * * *

All the property was sold on the 30th November and 1st December, 1769, and notes

and bonds were duly furnished by 104 purchasers, and several purchasers puid the -

entire purchase-money and received deeds for their purchases, But thirteen persons
who purchased thirty-six lots—two of them with dwellings apon them—failed to com-
piy with the terms of sale, and these lots remain the property of the United States.

1 submit herewith copies of the honds and notes in hlank which were given by pur-
chasers, all of which were prepared hy the J udge-Advocate-General,
A. B. DYER,
Chicf of Ordnunce,

[Copy of bond and notes referred to in indorsement of the Clief of Orduance.]

Know all men hy these presents that we, of . as principal, and of

and of , ax sureties, are held and firmly bound unto the United States

of America in the sum of dollars, to be paid to the said United States; to which

payment, well and truly to he made, we do hind onrselves, our heirs, exeentors, and ad-

ministrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed with our seals and
dated this day of A.D.18 .

The condition of this obligation ix such, that whereas by an act of Congress, approved
on Decembier 15p1868, it was provided * That the Secretary of War be, and is hereby, au-
therized and directed to make sale at public auction of the lands, tenements, and water
privileges, belonging to the United States at and near Harper's Ferry, in the county of
Jefterson, West Virginia, except as hereinafter provided, in such parcels as shall, in




E————

14  SALE oOF GuoVERNMENT PROPERTY AT HARPER'S PLRRY.

hin opinion, be best adapted 1o seoure the grentest wmonnt of ey thereton on o
credit of one amd two years, tiking bond atd seenrity front the puvchuser or peoelisers
for the payment of the purchase-money : Provided, That no siehl side <stedd b mande
ntil the time, terms, and place thereot shall ave been phlished inong ot the prin-
cipal newspapers in each of the cities of Washington, New Yook aml Cincitaati, fo
sixty day» prior to the day of sale ™ it being further provided i saidact thit = the said
Recretary of War is hereby empowered and requived, on receivime the puvehase-mes
in full, fo execute all neeessary devds theretor to the pureiaser o pirchasees theveot,
*on behalf of the United States.™

€ And whereas, in accordance with the said act, the Seevetary o War did canse to he
duly published in the Morning Chronicle, the New York Times, aond the Clucinnati
Gazette, ench of said newspapers being one of the prineipal newspagers in the vities
of Washington, New York, amd Cincinuati, respectively, for sixty days in vach, a puli-
lic notice of the time, terms, and place of the sale wentioned and dire teal in sabl avt,
whieh said notice was in the words and tignres following, to wit:

SALE OF THE UNITED STATES ARMORY AND otVHER GROLUNDs A FARPLIS VLRRY
WEST VIBGINIA, AND VICINDTY.

ORDNANCE OFFICE, WASHINGTON, Nepleher 25, 1St
R In pursuance of the act approved December 1, 156=, amd by diveetion of the Seere-
! t: of War, the property of the United States ar Harper's Perry, Wo Vag and
i vieinity, will be sold by public wuction on Tuesday. the S0l duy of Noveher, T=,
commenciug at 10 o'clock a, m., andd continning from day today until all is sold
The value of thix property for manufacturing purposes is too well kuown to render
it nocessary to describe it herein; but a acription of the sane is heing prepared, and
: will be sent to persous whe may wish it, as soon as printed, wpon their applying, by
f‘! . w, to this e, )
o . The property will be sold in lots. The first will inehude the musket factory, e-
b - beacing a strip of land running to the wagtern bowndary on the Potomae, the armory
400 canal, and water-power of the river, walls of two lurge buildings ave stunding
B en this ground, aud the foundations o weveral others: and the water-wheels with
and the Humes, are almost in perfget order. Three of thenpare tirhines of the
.'g:ppm\'ed kind, and the others are tly cast-iron with wooden buckets,
he second will be the site of the rifle factory, aud water-power on the Shemundoale

the upon which have been destroyed, but the canal is in good order,
The will be the Shenandoah Ferry, with a tract of 6% acresof land o the

. south, and a lot ou the Harper's Ferry shore, oppasite.
The fourth will be the perpetual right to cut and remove wood from a tract of 1,305
scres, mountain land, across the Shenandoah.
The fifih will be the right to dig iron ore from a tract of about 1400 neres of Tand,
knewn as Friends’ ore bank, acquired by deed from Henry Lee and others.
' The remainder, consisting of houses and lots in the town. will be sold lot by lot.
. - The Government will convey to the purchasers, after payment shall have been made
. iia full, all ita right and title to the pmlze—rty. which is believed to be perfect in every
cage. X
. _'The terms of sale prescribed by law are a credit of one and two years: the pur-
'WVQ ‘bond and seourity for the payment of the purchase-money. and these
tarms mié bo complied with within ten days after the sale.
l‘?‘h‘ metes and bounds of the Harper's Ferry property will he exhib-
_ited at the time of male.
. -The Guvemmant reserves the right ta withdraw any or all lots offered, if hids e
not satisfactory.
. 1 A. B. DYER.
Brt. Mdj. Gen., Chief of Ordnance.

yOCm 10 Dremquis.—Persons who purchased lots in 1852, and have not fully
h&m wotified that if they pay what is due before the day of sale, the lots
§0 duoded 1o them. Otherwieo they will be resold.

W i A. B. DYER,

AN h Bet. Maj. Gen., Chief of Ordnance.

0.0 aale duly held and made in accordance with the act and
in eousiderution of the sum of dollars then and

‘ poid by him therefor, duly become the purchaser of a cer-
.7, amit bounded and described as follows, to wit :
thereunto in anywise belonging ; and
smd notics, be, the said , ha made to
promiseory notes of even date herewith, in which

1
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satinl notes, for valie received promise oy inone nd two Vears respectively,
the snm of dollars it being recited in o each of said uotes that the sane
ix, with the other, given in consideration of the sale 1o thie said by the said
United Statesgof the hercin above partientarly deseribed s and that the vendor's
Yien of the said United States npon said is retained till foll payment of the pur-
chase money; now, if the said shall fully pay to the suid U nited Stiates ene hof

the said nofes ar the maturity thereof, and shadl folly admit wnd recognize the exise-
ence and validity on the part of the United States, of the vendor's Jien on the said
till the full payment of the purchase money, and shail fully vield and consent
to the enforeement of the said lien by the said United States, in case it sees it to en-
foree the same in the event of the non-payment of said mm« or either of them, at
maturity, then this obligation shall be vod, otherwise in foll foree aud effect.

Nigned and sended in presence of—

of ?

LLN
County of S *

We, and the sureties named in, and whoe Lave exeented the annexed hond,
do severally, on oath, declare that we ave, each of us, worth the snm of doliars,
over and above all debts and liabilities whatever,

Subscribed and sworn to on this day of 1=, before me.,

HARPER'S FERRY, WEST VIRGINIA, | .

For value received, I promise to pay to the Umtod States of America, in two years from
the date hereof, the sum of dollars -  cents; this note, with another of even
date at one year, being given in consldomﬂon of the sale to me by the said United
Htates of certain particularly described in a bond executed by me an principal,
and aud a8 sureties, to the said Dhited States, of even date herewith; the
vendor's lien of the said United States upon said being retained till tull pay sment
of the purchase money,

Hanrir's FERRY, WEsST VIRGINIA, 1R,

For value received, Ipmmlsc to pay to the United States of America, in one year from
the date hereof, tho snin of ollars cents; this note, with another of even
date at two years, being glven in consideration of 'the sale to me by the said United
States of certain part cnlarly described in a bond exeented by me as principal,
and and as sureties, to_the said United States, of even date herewith; the

vendor's lien of the said United States upon said being retained til} fall pay ment

of the punhm money.

- HARPER'S FERRY, WEsT VIRGINIA, May 30, 1871,
¢ 04 the Scntse of the United States, Forty-second Con-
‘Senate bill 67.
; d War to postpone the enforced collection of the
o Docosisn from purchasers of lots, or honses and lotx, not
m_l‘ ‘Hiarper's Ferry, in the county of Jefferson, W. Va.

em!
on or for s not exceeding five years.

You in view of facte ah'ead\' laul before
geon, to 4

In be

DANIEL AMES,
CHARLES DAVIES,
Commiltec.

1440
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Firstintoarnrr o & ol 2l

Respeetfully vetummed to the Scciverarn of Wor
on the 4th of Novewber lasto A0 M. Kirenwill
Harper's Ferry at the <ale of Novembeer 39 ond e
rial ashiug that in view of the then recent destrie
in thie Potomae and Shenandoal Rivers, the peyie
due in the early part of the next mouth Decembeed
1o allow them an apportuniry to appiy o Congress tor

This memorial T sabimitted to voon the 972 of soe w
copy of which is submitted hevewit!s

In puranee of the memorial which the pattlos made oty
heen teported in the Senate for their nelief one B P I
March, 15710 but ueither of them wore mamied fnvo law s,
mitted herewith,

As nodnstrinetions were communieated to me optisutioe
vewmber, 1700 T have taken no action tonwand enforcing tin
notes due Tast December, and all of them reain aepatd,

Itis believed that no servions damage 98 et 1o Goveren
notes liv over until the two-vear notes bevome dite next Drece?
terarententd that relief to this extent he granttd to these mennd

.
A BODYER,
T or Gl s
Sevend s nter o cen g Bt
War Diranmvaryi, Brreat or Minoaay Jdesiwer,
”‘«n"u‘.z NETI DR R TSN U v

Respeetfally retarued,

Iu view of the pending and prohable possage of @ Wil tor the telietf of these parties,
the Seeretary of War, in his diseretion, way weli mofrain fiom procesding at ouce to
enforee the collection of the notes refern { to,

But as the sureties to the bonds exevute for the parpese of wmore ettecinally gnar-
antecing the payment of these notes have arieht to dnsist that reasenable diligence
shall he used by the Government in this behalt, they shonld eaplicitly and foraally
assent in writing to any suspension of proceedings agaiust the parties which may be
agreed upon, otherwise it might be elaimed that the obligation of the sureties would
by sueh an armangement be impaired. A simple omission, however, of the Governmen?
for a limited time to take legal steps forcthe collection of the notes, mmccompanied
by any agreement binding it to this cotrse, would not ateetr the oliigation of the
sureries, and under sueh civenmistances their assent to this veluntarny non-aetion wanld
ot be required, See Story's Equiny Jurisprudenee, volo Fosee 3346,

JoHOLT,

Jodove B o s tiene e

CThital mdersenie ue on toteaeing ot

Approved on the conditions stated by Judge-Advocate-Genera's
By onder of Seeretary of War,
JOHN POTTS,
Cliet Clork War Ihepactwent.
JUNET, 1871, )

[Copy of indorsetent of Ordpance Ottice: sent o the Jude-Advocateienaal fur an opinien.]

Indorsement. A, M. Kitzmiller, attorney, Harper's Ferry. incloses petition addressed
to Hon. Secretary of War, by a few purchasers of property at recent sale at that
place, asking relicf from their obligations maturing in December next.

ORDNANCE Orricr. Noroumbar T, 1570,
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War for his action and instructions. The
sale of the Harper's Ferry property was miade in strict accordance with the act of
December 15, 1562, authorizing and directing it to be sold “in such pareels as shall,
in his opinion, be best adapted to secure the greatest amount of money therefor, on o
credit of one and two yvears, taking bond and security from the purchaser or pnrchasers
for the payment of the purchase-money: and that the proveeds of such sale shall be
appli:d by him as follows:”

- » » - - - -
All the property was sold on the 30th November and 1st December. 1569, and the
notes and bonds were duly furnished by one hundred and four purchasers, and several
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puveliasers paid the entive purchase-money amd received deeds for their purchases, But
thirteen persous who purchased thirty-<ix lots. two of them with dwellings upen thew,
failed to comply with the terms of sale, and these lots rewain the property of the
United States, ) T
I subwit herewith copies of the bonds and uezes in Blank, which were given by
putcliseis, il ot which were prepared by the Judoe-Advocate-Genesad.
A B DYER.

Chat o (hduaace.

I Tasenent onothe fode oing

OEDNANCE OVFICE, Jane 200 1871
The wevompaunying paper s respecttnlly retetted o the Judue-Advocate-Genefal,
with the reqnest that be will state whethter it is beeessary that, in caryving aut the
Reeretary's tnstructions, the many sureties on the bonds shall be called wpon 1o give
their assent ro delay in payment of the notes, or whether action can be delaved
until the secomd series of notes e doe, as recounnended inony - indorsenrent of June

1.1~71.
AL B, DYER.

Chiet o Ovdueuee,

AURENS ISR

Replv ol raelodn, ine
Wan DEPARTMINT BURFEAT oF MILITARY JUSTICE,
Woslingtop, Dot Jaae 21, 1-71.

Respeettully teturned, ’

The Seevetary™s indorsennent is understoml 1 e an approval of the views expressed
by this Bureaw on the S instaut. This being the cise, i aDy 2greenent is entered
into by the Departinent whereby the Goverameut binds itself to delay the collection
of the notes, the sureties <hould formally 20wl in writing assent to stel agreenent.,
It. however, the Department intends. in the exercise ot irs< diseretion, not to procecd
ta colleet the notes for the present. provided it does not agree or oblize itself in any
way to this conrse, Imt retains the right to Jrocesd arany thne it may deem proper to
euforee the colicetion. then the assent ot the snreties to this neweaction would nor he
tequired. . Under all the cirenmstanees this world pradiably e the best conrse to -
Se,

J. HOLT,

Ju 7:,: e wte-tG e rul.

' Hakpre's FErRY. W, Vao, Novoaher 28 1571,
Dreag S1E: You ute most respectully requiested to suspend tor one vear, nntil Con-
gress e pitss a Wl tor onr relief, or amtil the warer privileges ar Harper's Ferry shail
bave passed into the hands of parries who will improve them, the entoreed collecrion
ot all notes made by wie or for which T am a bondstan, eovering the parchase of lote,
aml of honses aud for<, in amount ot give thonsand dollars, bonzghe ar Haper s

Ferry, county of Jetferson, W, Va, in the Year of 169, tor the followine constderations .

I was active in obtaining the passage ot the bill anthorizing the sale of 1=69: and 1
know that Congress intended it as a weasare of gelief to the indnsities ot Haper's
Fervy, which liad been crippled by the destinetion of it~ public works sl the uoo-
improvewent of its water privileces. TRuow, alsoothat the prior sade of thie water pii. -
ileges was made an fndncenent to the purchase of siness and esidenee properts,
without which such property would have fonud few buyers and would have bronwis
bur <mall prices, ,

That sale has come to be regarded by the people as virmally no <ale. bat a tramd
and a trap, which releases thenn morally at least, tron wdl oblivations to take their
pmreluses, and sueh practieally it Las proved to by these water privileges havine
been more eftfectually Jocked up and remeved trom the reach of improvement than it
still in the possession of the United States, . -

These facts have been and will continme a source of much bitrernes< and disattection
until the canses are removed. :

As regrards my own ease, T have made improvements upon my purchases of =64 1o
the amount of little less than five thousand dollaes, SSo which T omost certainty
should not have made had 'L supposed that for twae vears o wore the water privilemes
were to remain idle, I have thus given the Govermment aun additiona] secutity of
nely tive thousmd dollars, (35,0000 the United states still holding the titles ta the
property. The Govermment s, then, snrely safe in giving we at least the extension [
desize.

S, Ex. 6—-2
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After having placed one of the two houses, or rather ruins, bought of the United
States, in perfect repair, and before it had been oceupird a month, the property was
damaged by the flood to the extent of twenty-five hundred dollars, (22.500,) compelling
immediate repairs of about four hundred dollars (#400) to prevent utter destruction.

The other house, (lot 1, block A &, on Washington and Potomae Streets,) it is claimed
by the citizeus, stands partly in the street, and was condemued in 1552, or thereahouts,
and is now linble to be pulled down at the discretion of the township authorities,

In all other cases where houses were sold which stood wholly or in part on the
streets it was so stated at the time of sale, and they were sold accordingly at reduced
prices, but no such reservation was made with regard to this house. I had made
extensive repairs and improvements upon this property before 1 learned that it was
subject to any such liabilities. In this case an examination and adjustment will be
required hefore any satisfactory settlement can be reached,

The entire property bought by me was. yielding the Government. at the time of
transfer, five dollars and fifty cents (85.50) per month, and it has been but little more
profitable to myself.  Whenever the Government chooses to enforee collections it can
mike every dollar for which I am halden, bat should it do sb now it woulil be rninons
to one who has ever heen devoted to its interests and who has saved to its revennes
hundreds of thousands of dollars,

This can be said of bat few. I all parties, prineipals and homdsmen, were sold ont
who did not pay veluntarily, not one-third of our indebtedness could be realized.

A vigorous effort will be made at the coming session of Congress to get an Jief hill
throngh.  In the mean tiue T am compelled to commit my case to the jnstice, generos-
ity, and merey of the Government.

Very respectfully,

DANIEL AMER,
Gien. WiLLIAM W, BELKNAP,
Sty of War, Washigton, D. €,

{Inlorsemuent opy the foreguing. )

TS ORDNANCE OFFICE, November 20, 1871,

Respect fully returned to the Secretary of War.

The real estate belouging to the Ordnance Department at Harper's Ferry was, by
act of Congress, sold on the 30th November and 1st December, 15649, on 8 crwldit of one
and two vears.  Only one of the notes which fell due in December, 170, has been
paid, and’it is very doubtful whether further payment will be made voluntarily next
month. It ix my intention to bring the subjeet to the notice of the Secretary as soon
as the lust payment shall have hecome due and 1 recommend that no action be taken
on this letter until that time.

A, B. DYER,

Chicf of Ordnance.

(Copy of notice sent to all purchasers,

ORONANCE OFFICE. Wak DEPARTMENT,
Washington, November, 1571,
This is to notify you that yoeur note for dollars, payable at two years after date,
will be due on the day of December, 1571, and that payment of this note, as
well us of the one of same date and for same amonnt, payable at one year after date,
must be made at this oftice, on or hefore the day of December, 1%71
If more convenient the amount of the two notes may be deposited by you in any
public depository to the = eredit of the Treasurer of the United States on account of
Ordnance appropriations.” and upon the eertificate of deposit heing received at this
office vour notes will be returned to you, the bonds canceled, and deeds for the property
transmitted to you,
A. B. DYER.
Chict of Ordnance.

Harprer's Priry, W, Va,, November 24, 1871,
Dear Sig: I have an idea that this water-power company are sick of their specu-
lation, and would he glad to get out of it provided a door was opened sufficiently wide
to allow them to do so; but it collections are attempted to be enforeed they will stave
off a legal decision for an indefinite period. In the mean time our interests, and the
interests of the Government, are suffering, while the people are clamoring and com-
plaining, and capital is being created to be used against the Government inthe coming
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presidential canvass,  Nome measures must be taken at once to get these water privi-
leges into the hands of those who mean improvement.

ITFC Adams & Co. ean be indneed, under cover of such a Hill as I inelose to you,
to surrender the property purchased for resale, I think we can et such a bill tlm;ugh
at the coming session of Congress. Please sound Adams & Co. on this matter, and
stgest any changes in the bill which may be desirable or which may help to secure
Bt passage, .

The Bill now hefore the Senate can be referred back to the Military Committee, and
amended by the substitution of this hilt or its equivalent.  If F. C. Adams & Co. can
be indneed to relinguish their pnrchases we can seeure the co-operation of all parties
in favor of the passage of onr bill,

If we can accomplish this thing it will take a troublesome matter off the hands of
the War Department.

Please let we hear from yon as soon as practicable, Believing that we have your
trusty good-will. and that yon will co-operate with us in any Just and lawfal measures
for the solution of our diticulties, I vour friend.

Very respectfully,
DANIEL AMES.

J. P KELLER, Esy.,

Clicf Clevk Ordnance Ofic . Washington, D,

[Tnclosare to the foregoing.

A CBE for the relie of purchasers of lots, and houses and lots, sold by virtue of an act of Congress
entitled *An act providing for the sale of lands, tenenents, and water wivileges belomging to the
< cited States at and near Harper's Ferry, in the county of Jeffer~on. West Virginia, approved De-
cember 13, 1=,

Le it cnacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assemdled, That all persons having purehased property of any description
sold by virtue of an act entitled * An act providing for the sale of lands, tenements,
andt warter privileges belonging to the United States at and near Harper's Ferry, in
the county of Jetterson, West Virginia,” approved December 15, 1m6~, not having
paid for sneh property, and not heing able to pay for the xame, be allowed sl reguired
to sirrender said property to the United States for resale,

REC. 2 Be it alxo enacted, That where improvements have been made npon any of
the aforesaid property an appraisement shall be taken of the value of sneh improve-
ments, and two-thirds of such valne shall he allowed to the owners by the United
States in the resale of said property: and where an income shall have been derived
from any property since its purchase as aforesaid, that income shall acerne to the
United States: Provided. alteays. That the rentable value of the property at the time
of transfer to said purchaser shall he made the basis of adjustment,

REC. 3, Be it further enacted, That all lands, tenements, and water privileges still in
possession of the United Stares at or near Harper's Ferry. in the county of Jetterson,
West Virginia, or which shall remain nnpaid for after the passage of this act., shall he
resold at an early day,and that the termsof sale shall be one-third eash, the balanee in
one and two years, ’

REC. 4. Be it further enacted, That where the above-named conditions are complied
with, all notes and bonds given to seenve the pavment of said purchases, and held by
the United States, be restored to persons giving them. and that the sale of the property
covered by such notes and bonds be declared null and void.

REC. 5. Be it also enacted, That the Secretary of War be authorized to appoint three
disinterested persons to make appraisements in aceordance with the provistons of this
act. and that he allow a reasonable compensation for snch service, and also that he see
that all of its provisions are enforeed. ’

ORDNANCE OFFICE, Dreember 5, 1561,

Sm: On November 30 and December 1, 1569, the lands, tenements, and water priv-
ileges at Harper's Ferry, W. Va.. helonging to this Departient, were sold at auetion,
under the authority of the act of Congress of December 13, 1s6~, The sale wis nade,
as directed by law, “on a eredit of one and two years, taking hond and seeurity from
the purchaser or purchasers for the payment of the prrchase-money,”™

Promissory notes, running respectively one and two vears, and secnred by bonds and
sureties, were taken from purchasers at time of sile to secure payuent of the purehase-
money.  The notes which fell due a year sinee remain, almost withont exeeption, un-
paid at the present time; and so with those which marured at the beginning of this
wonth.
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As the eollection and dishursement of the proceeds of this sale seem placed by the
law under the exelusive contral of the Secretary of War, T deem it proper at this time
to invite your attention to the matter and to ask yvonr iustruetions,

If it is thought that suits should be entered npon these notes and honds, they can he
readily prepared for reference to the Departmient of Justice for that purpose.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. B. DYER,
Clicf of Urduance, U, S, .
The SECRETARY OF WakR.

| s [Indorsewment on the foregoing.]

Wank DEPARTMENT, BUREAU 0F MILITARY JUsTICR,
Washington, December 6, 1571,

Respectfully submitted.
The questinu‘ ruigml by this reference is not one of law, bat of administrative poliey.
and its determination would seem to belong exelusively to the Seeretary of War., A«

it is to be inferred from the within communication that the collection of the elains:

wentioned can he enforeed only by legal process, this Burean, were its opinion desived
on the sulject, wonld not hesitate, in the absence of controlling reasons to the contrary,
to recommend the prompt institution of suits on a1l the bonds and notes now dne amd
unpaid.
J. HOLT.
dudge- Advacate-Gesacal,

! ) [Amendment submitted to the Scewetary of War by Daniel Ames.|

8EC. 2. Be it further enactrd, That the Secretary of War is hereby anthorized, in such
cases us he shall think advisable, to accept of the surrender of property bonght as
aforesaid, and that be make such allowunce for improvements thereon in the resale or
said property as he shall deem just and equitable under the cirenmstances, and that
he seYl, at an early day, as provided in the aferaid act, all such property, and all other
property still owned by the United States, at and near Harper's Ferry, in the county
of Jefferson, West Virginia, and that the terms of sale or of resale of the aforesaid prop-
erty be one-third cash, the balanee in one and two years: Provided, That nothinge in
any formier act be so constrited as to invalidiute any of the provisions of this act,

{Indoysement on the fureguing.] i }
DECEMBER, 11, 1=71.°
GENERAL DYER, Chicf of Ordnance:
Please give Mr. Ames an interview on this subject,
W, W, BELKNAP.

BENATE CHAMBER, Decenther 20, 1571,

DEAR 8in: 1 forward to you the petition of the Messes. Abls, purehasers of the ore
royalty in lands uear Huarper's Ferry, W, Va,, for an extension of the time of payuent
therefor. .

They state theif reasons for such application. They ask no deduction of price, nor
any change of coutract, but for some delay in payment, and sueh delay as in your judg-
ment may be deemed reasonuble or proper nnder the ciremmstances,  If yon have any
' power to accede to this und thus favor thew, it will be a gheat matter to these gen-
! tlemen. ’

i I know these gentlemen well. and feel interested in furthering their wishes,

If you can do anything for them in this respect, be pleased to advise me so that they

may {now what is required.
Yours, truly,

WILLIAM T. HAMILTON.
' Hon. W. W, BELKNAP.

War DEPARTMENT, January 23, 1R72,
81R: In reference to the petition of John 8. All & Co. for extension of time to pay
claims due the United States for the purchase of Government preperty at Harper's
Ferry, Va, I have the honor to inform you thut the cases of others who are situated
'imifarly to Mr. All having been brouglit to the attention of the Department, Con-
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gress has been recommended to allow all persons who prrchased property at the ane-
tion sale at Harper's Ferry, nnder the act of December 15, 1865, to snrrender the same
within sixty days, and to authorize the Secretary of War to sell the property in suech
manner and at such times as be may elect: and until some action is taken upon this
recowmendation the Departmwent would rather not consider any individual case,

Very respectfully, &e., v
. W. W. BELKNAP,

: . Necretary of W,
Hon, W, T. HaMiLtoN, Uwnited States Senator,

SENATE CHAMBER, December 23, 1571,
Sii: 1 inclose Senate Will No, 67 for your consi eration, and for an expression of the
opinion of the Department as to the expediense. I its being enacted, and with the
proposed amendment attached to it :
Please veturn both with reply, and oblige,
Yours, respectfully,
H. WILSON,
Hen, W, W, BELKNAP, Sceretary of Haur,

[Indorsement of Chicf of Ordnance ou the foregein e’

. ORDNANCE OFFICE, Jannary 2, 1=72,

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War.

A 1l granting authority to the Secretary of War to postpone, during such time ay
he may deem reasonable and proper, (not exceeding two year,) the enforced collec-
tion of the purchase-money due, or to hecome due, from the purchasers of the lots,
Tiouses, and water privileges, sold by virtwe of the act approved December 15, 1364,
does not seem to me to be objectionable, . .

Any act granting compensation to parties who made gmirchases at the auction sale
of property made at Harper's Ferry on acgeunt of improvements, and allowing themn
to surrender the property purchased by them, would, in my opinion, he decidedly ob-
jectionable.

An act allowing all persons who purchased property at the auction sale at Harper's
Ferry, under the act of December 15, 1868, to surrender the same within sixty days,
and authorizing the Secretary of War to sell the property in snch manner and at such

times ae he may elect, would, in my opinion, meet the necessities of the case.
: A. B. DYER,
Chief of Ordnance.

WaR DEPARTMENT, Janunry 4, 1872,
The Seeretary of War has the honor to return to the Comwmittee on Military Affairs
of the United States Senate the proposed bill (8. No. 67) for the relief of the pur-
chasers of lots, aud houses and lots, at Harper's Ferry, sold by the United States, and
to invite attention to the accompanying copy of a report of the Chief of Ordnance
thereon, whose views are approved.
. W. W. BELKNAP,

Secretary of War.

NEWVILLE, December 6, 1871,
We, the petitioners to this, wonld maost respeetfully ask for an extension of time on
the claim t}ue the Government for the purchase made at Harper’s Ferry Government.
sale, Novemnber 30, 1569, v
We purchased the ore royalty on lands in Jefterson Connty, Va., with the expecta-
tion that Harper's Ferry would e largely benefited by the change, and owing to the
extraordinary flood in 1570, destroyed all prospects for at least two blast furnaces
and other machinery, which we expected to realize a large sale of our ironores. To
that point we therefore ask you to grint us an exteusion of time o as to enable Con-
gress to make the extension of time. and we will ever pray. .
JOHN A. AHL,

D. V. AHL,
SOf the Form of John 8. Akl & Co,
Hon. W, W, BELKNAP, . :
Seevetaryof War, Washington, . €.
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HAGERSTOWN, December 27, 171,

DeAR B1r: I transmitted you some days ago the petition of Mr. Ahl, asking that he
may have some further time given to him for the pavinent of the royalty of vre hank
near Harper's Ferry, sold to the Mr, Ahls by the Government.
., 1 did not receiven reply ; neither did Mr. Ahl, Ax they are extremely anxious about
it, wonld you be pleased to give it your attention, and you will much oblige,

Yours truly,
. WILLIAM T. HAMILTON.
Hon, W. W. BeLkxar.

{Indorsement vn the foreguing.}

ORDNANCE OFFICE, Junuary 16, 172,
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, and attention respectfully invited
to a letter from this office dated December 5, 1571, and to indorsement dated Jauuwary
2, 18492, on Senate Bill 67. In the latter it Is sugprested that “an aet allowing all
pervous who purchased property ar the auction sale at Harper's Ferry under the act

- of December 15, 1862, to surrender the same within sixty days, and authorizing the

Becretary of War to sell the property in such manner and at such times as he
may elect, wonld, in my opinion, meet the necessities of the case,”
Letter of December 22, 1671, herewith returned.
: R, V. BEXNET, |
Hajor of Grduance, in chorqe,

——

- UNITED STATES SENATE CHAMBER.
Washington, March 22, 1~32.
DEAR S1: In 1868 or 1869 the Government sold water-power, &e., at Harper's
Ferry, W. Va. Mauy citizens bought houses and lots at large prices, believing that
the water-power was to be at once improved; and to this time, I am told, no move
toward improvement has Leen made, nor o part of the purchuse-money paid. Our
people think something shonld he Qdome—property paid for or given up. The citizens
who bought houses and lots think they onght to be allowed longer time to pay up, and
that the parties who bonght water-power shonld pay or give np.
Please give me your opinion ; also, what has or will Le done.
Very respectfully,
. H. G. DAVIX,
Hon. W. W. BELKNAP, Secretaryof War,

|Indorsement of Chief of Orduance on foregoing. |

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, and his attention invited to a letter
this office, dated December 3, 1871, and to indorsement of January 2, 1=72, on
8enate bill 67, which gives a full history of the transaction, with the recommenda-
tion of this office. .
The views therein expressed are still eutertained by this Bureau.
" By order of the Chief of Orduance,
: 8, V. BENET,

= Major of Ordnonce,
ORDNANCE OFFICE, March 28, 1:72,

) ‘ War DEPARTMENT, dpril 3, 1572,
BIR: T am in receipt of your letter of the 241 ultimo in relation to the sale of certain
Government property at Harper’s Ferry, and inquiring in regard to the same, In reply
Y send you herewith copies of reports of the Ordpance Bureau, and also a copy of 2
Jetter from this Department to the Committee on Military Affairs of the Senate, which
papers vshow theactiolli thus far taken and the views of the Department on this subject.
ery respectfully, your obedient servant
i ' S WM. W. BELKNAP,

o * Secretary of War.
. Hon.H.G. Davis, . 8. Senator,
: .
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COMMITTEE OF MILITARY AFFAIRS,
Waskington, D. C., 4pril 24, 1~72,

81r: 1 have the honor to request that you will furnish this committee with full in-
tion respecting the recent sale of property belonging to the United States at
Harper's Ferry, W. Va. A description of the property is desired, and also a statement
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of the rrice and terms on which it was sold. This information is required in order

to enable the committee to act intelligently upon a bill which has lately passed the

Senate authorizing an extension of the time of payment for property sold, other than

the water-power, and also authorizing the canceling of the contracts of purchasers
who do not desire to fultill the same. . : ’ .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .

. JOHN COBURY, Chairman.

Hon. W. W. BELKXAP, Secretary of War.

Qndorsement on the forégoing.}

ORDNANCE OFFICE, May 2, 1372,

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, with the following papers, which
are thought to give all necessary information respecting the sale of property at Har-
per's Ferry: W, Va,, in 12864,

1. Copy of the abstract of sale, giving descriptions of property, names of purchaserz,
and amounts of purchase-money in each cate, whether paid or still outstanding,

2. (.‘u\»y of the bond and promissory notes given Ly purchasers under the law for
deferred payments, -

3. Copy of deed given npon payment of purchase-money in each case.

4. Photographic copy of map of Harper's Ferry, showing metes and bounds of lots,

By order of the Chief of Ordnance, ’ :
& V. BENET,

Mejor of Ordnance.

The Secretary of War has the honor to snbmit to the House of Representatives, in
compliance with a request of the Committee on Militury Atfairs,such information relat-

_jug to the Government property at Harpers Ferry as bas a bearing upon the recent

sale thereof. - L% RV .
- WM. W, BELKXNAP,
: ] . Secretary of Mar.
WAR DEPARTMENT, May 2, 1872, -

HARPER's FERRY, W, Va,, June 15, 1572,

Sir: Allow me, if you please, with grea¥ respect to call your attention to the fol-
lowing case: ;

1 have been employed by the “ Harper's Ferry Water Manufacturing Company,” pur-
chasers of the United States Government privileﬁes. in Novewber, 1269, at the pub-
lic sale thereof then made, as the custodian and keeper of the property of the said
oom|] , #8 day and night watchman of the premises, from the 1st of Jannary, 1599,
until the present time, : ves .

company paid me for my services for-five mounths thereafter at $45 per month,
which I duly received. Since then I have done the same work at $40 per month,
making two years np to the st June, 1372, for which I have received pay up to the
18t September, 1372; and there is now dne me on the 1st June, inst., 3360, {em #1338
sinoe paid to me—$224. The $136 1 haye received was collected at an expense to
me of $30 for transportation and traveling expenses to Washington to obtain it. So
that they owed me, in all equity, $224 on ;%e 1st June iust,
" I madress this note to you now in the hope and trust that you will so onder it by
communication with the purchasers and the company that my services will be promptly

peid for, to me. . ,

The attachment of the interest of the company in this purchase will afford me
ample sscurity for the altimate payment of my debt against it; but I am disinclined,
from Teanons, to a ltigation, although the company has regarded my claim, so
M-ﬁy in refasing to pay it, an ackuowledged debt ; and, therefore, I have great

. caane of complaint against it ontside of my juet demand.

Will you mow, my dear sir, communicate with this company, who you donbtlean
know, and represent my wants in this t, and do me the kindness to answer my
‘o , at your earliest cOnvenience !

4l - I will forbear to sne out my attechment at law to euforce wmy claim

il

' againet the inerests of the company in this real estate, whatever it may prove to be,

With great respect, yoar obedient servant,

Hon. W. W. BELKXNAP, )
Secretary of War, Washington Cily, D. C.

JOHN A. LASHORN.
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Harrre's Frepy, WO Vo Judy 50102

We, the corpirate anthonties of Huarper's Ferev, Wo Vil do most vespecrtuliy
and earnestly pray yon to plve at the disposal of the town lor 2 binek Bl rozether
with the brick honse located thereon, to be nsed by said town for a town-honse,
sehool-house, jail, station-house, or otherwise, is may best serve their pnrposes,

fu support of this request we urge the following considerations to wit: We have
now ot a single school-honse stawting within the Tanitsof the corporation for the uae
of white children,

Two of our school-honses were pubied doswn during the war b the United States
soldiers, and the bricks after being tsed o the catmps were sold by the Tiited States
ordunance officer here, aml the procecds pat into the United Sates Treasmy s while
the third and only remaining one, after having been ased aluiost constantly for a
hospital and greatly danmaged, was repairesd at the expense of the town oniy 1o he
entirely demolished by the wreat thand of Octaber 1, 1570,

We have neither town-honse nor jails the jail also having becn destrovoldaring the
war,

No vompensation whatever has ever been obtained by the town tor the nse, dimage,
or destrnetion of its public bnildings, while, thus tar, three of it churches Tonve
been aided in making repairs of their hoases, -

A bowse amd Jor had been assigned 1o the nse of the town prior to the sale in 12300,
but at that tiwe it was taken aud sobd with other property, while tonr of the Teest
Buildings, with ample lots, were dotated by the United States to the Stoyer Callege,
for the henetit of colored peaple,

The building and growds for the use of which vonr petitioners ask hiove wot vet
passed out of the possession ot the Taited States Government, they laving beens hid
oft, but not taken, at the sale in 1= andowsder all of the ciranmstances,are of ag
Jittle if any valne to the United States, the rent heing absorhed by vepains and in the
care of the builidling,

The stagnation of husjiuess caisel by the coutinned withholding of all the property
formerly owned by the United States, and of whiceh it <till holds the titles, alike from
taxation and improvement, by disconraghng enterprise aml depreciating valnes, is
making it more and more difticalt to w these pithlic necessities,

In view of these facts yonr petitioners are contident that yoir will not hesitate to
wrant their request aud order this propert® tned over o then,

fn bebalt of the town of Havper's Ferry,

DANIEL AMES, Moy,

JOHN L. SCHIELLING, I8 odon,
BASIL AVIN,

WILLIAM EXNER.

J. .J. KERN.

JOHN A, McCREIGHT.

T. W. POTTERFIELL.

Hon, W, W, BrLENar,

Sevietary of War, Washinglon, 1), €,

.

[Firat indarsewent ou thee foregoing.

The Seeretary of Wir has no anthority to lease this property, Beter this o the
Chief of Ordngnes for his opinion as to this property, as the fown anthorities will
probably appeal to Cougress,

W. W, BELRENAD.

Jury 12, 1872,

Didoteement of CRict ot Orduanc on the torezoing

ORDNANCE OFFucr, Joly 10, 1-72
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, There is no otioriny of aw
known to this Burean for renting sneh 1»1'«|¥n-rr_\': but under tlee List Army Reanda-
tinus, approved hy Congress, cid the practice of this Departinent tor tully a halt «

century, based npon the nevessities of the caseyy buildings at the Haper's Peary Av-
mory have heen rented.

There are now hat two buildings at that place in the possession of this Burean, and
they ave both rented. The one within applied tor {s oceupied by three gaties, one ot
which—Koeohre—owes for fonrteen nonths’ rent, amonnting to 856,

This Burean recommends that the portion ot the building ocenpisl by Koonee and
the unoceupied roots be Joaned to the corporate anthorities of Harper's Ferry on cone

1530




\\S

s R j

SALE OF GOVERKMEXT PROPERYY AT RARPER'S: FERRX. 25,

dition that they keep them im repair and twrn thew oxen to. this Department:at ance
on aﬁplimion. : . .
v order of the Chief of Ordmance,

S, . BENETY,
. Mirjon of Ord ‘
Approved by the Secretary of War, provided the corporate suthonitipesign. an: .
ment.as recommended in the 1ast paragraph of fovegoing report of the. Chief of Onds-
nauce.
, K T. CBORBX;
Jury 13, 181 : Joting, Chiaf Clork..

ORDXANCE Orracy, War DEraxTaeNT. July I8 B2
Si11: By direction of the Secretary of War yom are awthorized to Joan. % the corpor-
ate authorities of Harper's Ferry that portien of the mmzqum by Koouse,
ud the nuoccupied rooms, if any, in the same baikling, proxi hey sigm an agree-
ent hinding themeelvea te keop the property in repatr, amd to tumm X oxer to the De-
Ppartment at once on N tion.
By wr of Chief Ondnn«a' .
tfully, your obedient servant,
re . § Y. DENET,
Mr. ZADOK BUTT, Orduance dgents, Harper's Forvy. K. Ta,,

D s ol

. *Hamexn's FrRRY, W. VA, July 17, 1872

DEAR SiR: The paper intrusted to m .orderiag Mr. Busts to tara over to the
corparate authurities of Hur::‘n F by Mr. Joha Keenoo, snd
also any unooccupied yoom in brick ahtﬁ‘lhloekk.myhndin

the hands of Mr. Buthe &hhmﬂl&.

Boliovbfdit 10 be the design of Office to place at our any
room in sald honee not now under reat, we Jeave to inform you that Mr. Butts
ohjecta to letting ua have the back on the lower fioor, now occupied free of rent
by Mr. Kitsmiller, on the plea that ho has reserved it for the use of the Government
whenever it sees it to send its oficers Mr. Butts also claims that he wants it

As this is the only room on the first floor that is not rented, and as the room on the

the use of the council, we would s that any use

which Mr. Butte t wish to make of the room would not be likely to interfere with

our occupancy, and that whenever the Government may need sny or all of the roem

which may be cocupled b{ thoeolﬁxonteuuthodtio it will be immediately placed at

ltudiq;oul. H that you will be able to give us one room at least on the first
floor of eaid building, .

1 am, very respectfully,

¥
gi

R

WD,
| o .
Col. 8. V. BEXET, Acting Chief of Ordnaner. o hid

mn——

. HanPER's FERRY, W. Va,, July 17, 1572,

MaJor: I am to acknowledge the receipt of ﬁu\r letter of the 16th inat, by Mr.
Aues, instrueting me as to the rooema in house No. 1, occupied by Mr. Jobn Koovce,
and authorizing me to loan them to the corporate authoritics ay Harper's Ferry, under
certain conditions, ss well, also, the unoccnpied rooms, if any.

1 had given Mr. Koonce written notice o nder possession of his part of the
house on the 1st of August prox., and to gf&,:ent in arrear—13 mouths from let
May, 1871, to that date, @ $4 p. wo., $60.00.

Since receiving your letter of the 16th ipst. I have had an interview with him, and
read to him my ctions therein. He he will vacat®the roums as requnired.

There are no other unoccupied rooms in ¢ bundlnﬁ.r I declined to rent the back
corner room on the first floor, preferring to reserve it for a place of husiness where 1
could do the writing of my ageney receive officers of the Goverunient who
might come to the place on business with me or for the Government. This room is
now occupied by myself and papers, and A. M. Kitamiller, a Iawyer once connected
with the armory here, whose assistance to me in ordinary matters aml his daily wateh-

2
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ful care of the gﬁper‘y I hold equivalsnt to and in full satisfaction for his personal
occupation of the room. I will not like to give up this roow for any other public pur-
e, : : .

I am not very well informed whether or not it is designed by the corporate
suthorities to use this or any other portion of the building, which consists of five (5)
rooms and cellar, now occupied by Koonoce for a corporation prison as well as for
coun:il chambere.

» b - . L]

With great respect, your obedient :e;vmt,

ZADOK BUTT, .{gent.
Maj. 8. V. BeNET, Chief of Orduance, Washington, D, (.

. ORDNANCE O¥FFICE, July 18, 1572,
8IR: In reply to your lotter of the 17th instant I have to state that the orders of the
Becretary of War inclided all the rooms’of the Luilding not occupied by tenants pay-
ing rent therefor to the Government 3 and nnder this construction the room referred to
must neceasarily be turued over to the city authorities. The duties devolving on yon
ax agent of the Department would not warrant thin office in asking that s room he set
aside for your use as an ofice. * * * .
By order of the Chief of Ordnance.
Renpectfully, your obedient servant,
- R. V. BENET,
. Major of Ovdnanee,
Mr. ZAapok Butr, Ordnance Agent, Harper's Ferry, W', I'a.

i ORDNANCE O¥FICE, July 15, 1372,

{

SIR: Referring to the letter of m:: of Deecember 5, 1871, relating to the sale
of the lands, tenements, and water pri -at Harper's Ferry in 1869, herewith in-
closed, and to the indomsement of the -Advooate-General of the Army, of Decem-
her 6, 1871, on the subject, I have the hemor to submit the following remarks and re-
commendations : -

The principal purchase at the sale at Marper's Ferry, W. Va., in 1869, was the water
powers on the Shenandoah and Potomas Rivers, boug‘xt by F. C. Adams, for $206,000.

Besides this, there were some eighty erwmere hases of small lots in the town of Har-

r's Ferry, amounting to sbont $90,008,  notes and bonds given under the law
,:‘r these purchases remain, with a few axceptions, unliqunidated at this time, notwith-
standing the limitation of credit expired by law in December last.

It is known to this Burean that the y of the small purchasers is indnced in »
Kreat measare by the failure of the apipal buyer to complete his purchase of the
water powers, X settlement for these water powers, it is believed, would result in o
speedy settlement of all the minor sales.

I have, thnm!onillnoloeed herewith the original notes and bonds of the purchaser,
F. C. Adams, (together with acopy of the meification sent him and his sureties, in Novem-
ber last, from this office,) and would recommend that they be referred to the Depart-
ment of Justice, with the reqneat that sqit be immediately commenced on the same.

By order of the Chief of Ordinance.

Very respectfully, your obedientwervant,
, 8. V. BENET,
Major of Orduance.
Hon, SECRETARY OF WAR.

o ———

L WAR DEPARTMENT, July 20, 1472,

Stk: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith the original notes and the bonds
execnted by F. C. Adauws to secare to the United States the sam of two hundred und
nix thousand dollars, purchase-money for' ¢lie water powers on the S8henandosh and
Potomac Rivers, mld to him by the Government in 1869, ther with a copy of the
notifications sent him, and his sureties, to pay the notes, which would become due in
December last, without satisfactory result.

Mr. Adams has, up to this date, failed to complete his purchase of the water powers;
and it is believed that the negleet of many: smaller purchasers of public property at the
sme sile to fulfill their obligations is due to hisexample.

e ereprtme————— o e

- ——
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1 have therefors the honor to request thut suit be immediately ecommenced on the
notes and howds referred to,

Very rempectfully, your obediont servant,
WM. W, BELKNAP,

, Secretary of War,
To the honorable the ATPORNEY-GENERAL,

——t————

DEPARTMENT 0¥ JUSTICE, Haushington, July 23, 1572,

S1: I have the houor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant,
and the secompanying notes and bouds, t'.xecuws by F. (. Adums, to secure to the
United States the sum of $206,000, purchase-money for the wuter powers ou the Shen-
andorh and Potomae Rivers, sold to him by the Government in 1863,

In complisnce with your requent, I huve transmitted a copy of your letter, and the
papers referred to, to the United Btutes Attorney for this district, with instructions to
at onve institute proceedings against said Adams snd his sareties for the recovery of
the wmonnt due to the Government for the purchase of said property.

I have the honor to be, your obedient wervant,
. GEO. H. WILLIAMS,

Atloruey-General.
Hon, W. W. BELXNAP, Seerediry of War:

WANHINGTON, dugust 2, 1573,

MY DEAR GENERAL: I must apologize for trespassing upon your holiday with »
matter of Husiness, but as it concerns me somewhat personally hope yon will excune
me. I have been notitled that the Harper's Ferry bonds have been ordered to be put
in suit at once, and the district attorney i now engsged preparing for the proceeding.
1 have seen the Secretary, who declines to d(w", unless, indeed, yon will advise
that course, At the Ordnance Burean they we that yon carefully considered the
matter before advising suit, nud that such astdon witl have to go on. I incluse you a
copy of u bill pussed the Benute and now pewling in the House, because Iam in hopes
that yon never saw it in this shape and will agree to give us next session to urge our
application forrelief.  Yon will see that the second section, which was put on in the
Nenate, provides that we may, under certuin circamstances, surrender the property,
&ec., sud force resale. 1t soemm to me under such circumstances it wonld he doing no
harm to any one to {(i ve us the time we ausks-- Fhopa you may see it in the sane light,
for I dow’t want to be sned if I can help it. Please return me the inclosed.

With kindest regards, yours truly,

W. B. WEBB.

K

NARRAGANSETT PIER, August b, 1872,

DEAR Sti: Your letter of 24 inst., and éopy of Senate bill 67, Forty-second Con-
s, tirut wession, hus been received.

The hill is * for the relief of the purchasersof lot?caml houses and lote, sold,” &e.,
and not for the relief of the “ water priviloges,” which are excepted in terms by the
first section. The second section seems to he gpaneral in its provisions, and, in the dis-
cretion of the Becretary of War, (not mandatory,) permits the *“surrender” of the
property, &ec.

As thin hill passed the Senate March 27, and Congress coutinued in session several
months thereafter without action on the part of the House, it is hardly to be expected
that during the next short session the bill will become a law.

Payments on the {;urchms should have been made last December by the terma of -

the law under which the sale was effected. As an act of grace toward the purchasers,
enpecially the citizens of Harper's Ferry, who had invested liberally on the suppesition
and belief that the water power would be developed anil the prosperity of the town
increased #o as to euable them more readily te meet their payments, the Ordnunce
Burean deferred action in the matter, although two years had elapsed since the date of
uule, that Congress might afford snch relief as the case uired. Congress having
taken 1o action in their behalf, the course ta be pursned by the Bureau nuder the luw
was plain, snd that was, to place the whole matter in the bands of the Department of
Justice for legal artion.

Being entirely sutintied in my own mind that the Ordnance Burean conld not proceed
otherwise than it has done under the law, 1 regret exceedingly that, in justice to the
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interests of the Uilred States, Trannot teootnn et

by the Bureau, The copy of B0 Lenewith 2o o
Yours very truly.

motle Viewsonidessed

~. V.BENET. - -
Moo o

A U R
Mo WML ROWERR, Wb, Jroo . | )

. Ny
—_— S T
Iy A
. ) »
N . . - - - x
Whrreis the Unitead States of Amietood Lias dgived w ol PRI

the town of Harper's Fenny,in the County of deftersons i the st 00 W
~Toloan te the sald eorpomte anthonties that portion ot the Iei 00 2
John Koonee, and the thocenpiod neotes 1t any in the sate febio
sign an agreement bindingg themselves to Keep the propertyv in tejonr anid,
- over 1o the Ieparttuient  Unitiance At slive, ol appaication s :
Now, be it remeithensi that we, Daniel Attte~ avor and John Ao~ LiThnsore onlen,
duly elected and ynalitied as such. and empoedoed teenter iLto skt adlen e 2 as
above named in vur corporate capacity, for vireeves and our sttocesseis srethee de
by our signatares hereto. consent to the termus alwve tatved, atdwhich are the soue
contained it an official letter o Major S, V. Renet, Cliet of ondncie, te Zadoy
Butt. onlnance ageut. Harper's Ferrv, W, Vao daned July 100 D52 wiil Dave Trel
daly accepted by the town toundil of said corparation,

~

For further particular i1 1s herein stated that the JORTEIS PR IR ST STEEND\ YRR S <
the unsold houses at Harpwr's Ferrv, and thar for the alsne-naie 4 Lot 1ot ot
asseaanent is to be chanred aguinst said conpwration, otlel thal The coveniat atowve
named. 1o keep it in repair. : s :

Witness our hands and seals this 15th day of Angnst, 1=72, :

: DANIEL AMES, Moy 1.

JOHN L. SCHILLING: Booidons (2.
ZAIWK BUTT.

thrdvinne s doen,

Approved by. onder.

USITED STATES MENATE CHAMRER,
Washington, Decomber 16, 1572,
DEaR 2k Please inform me the amount the Government property at Harper's Ferry
was sold for at asle, aeparsting the watet-power. & .. from the houses and lots,
* How much if any has been paid !
Yours, with great respect,

Hon. W. W. BELKN AP, Secretary of Wer.

H. G. DAVIS.

“Indorsement of Chirf of Ordnar.c

ORDNANCE OFFICE. Ihormber 21, 1572,
¥ returned 1o the Secretary of War with the following weworandum of
sabe of Harper's Ferry property. wir:
Water-power on Potosaac sold for ... ... o i iiiiieiiiiiiaaaecaeaa. BITR NN
Water-power on Shenandoah sold for. . ..o iioii i iiiiiiiaiaiinaaa, D0 suEd e
Shenandoah

Ferry sold for. .. o.ooiincniannncencanann. 1.t eni
Wood tract 80bd for...cee.ieinniviecrenannanns BN IR
Ore Bed 0ld Or «ovoeieeeniaeereaentceneencnnoaneasooncnenn 13, 1in) (md
Dwellings, Jots. &c.. sold for......._. B U+ = T ST

LA g

The sam of $4043.50 has been receiv@® m payment for aweilings and jots sold.
By order of the Chief of Ordnance.
. . <. V. RENET.

3
Major of trdmanc,

WAR DEPARTNENT. Thvemder 21 1572,
8Ix: In answer to your inquiry of the 16th instant. bow much was realized frowm the

PR}
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Iwan s Do od nonr ot o whe TR0 natmy 1 hie 100 THrs et or the pomerox
i Yise Nen 1, e cnipeesd Tov M, Murgnert, 10 the .~«-v-’|--r.:fn-n1. of Herper's Ferzv,  In
et et te teeexpliiic how the watter stande andoask furthe T inser i thons on = e

LXFRRALIE N

AVt weope iter, 1900, Trented o0 Dro & M. Keasier the room that L heen oo . 1
jred By Caget Yo us an othice, He wie then 4 single man: hat adqe right monrte
aavche got married. Having but the one roons, Mra Margne 10 et him hun e one or sweof
Lt mvotnis, <lie having a small familv.  Sotne 190 Weelss ago she - nt for me aned toid
te that <he had conclnded to twanl with her siater thia winter. for the maenne tht
her twe wons were emploved in the night tele graph office. and @iy to noree from the
~hool they coitld not get any sleep in the day.  Sbe reqnested that <he he Ppernytresd
toput a patt of ber property in one of the nwma 11 gring: and as I Kewsder aimvdy
ocenpied a part of her house, 1 rented the whele of her part of the honw to him. and
with the understanding that he wae to vacate the ronm which he rented from me on
the 1st of Junmary. That roem I can 1o over at that time. and if the Department
esires that the whole of the homse T tarmed over. yom will please inform me. and [
w11 notify the tenant to vacate the honae at once. ae thome honmes have heen rented
with the nnderstanding that they are 1o be currendered when the Government requir-<
them, Iy giviug the tenant & rrasmalle notice, and the rent to be paid at the end of
vach monthoor lrave the house at vher. S0 the honae 1o requined. one or 1wo monthe’
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notice, I presume, wonld be sufficient time tersuit themselves in getting a howse 1 hue
I believe where a tenant pays his rent it might perhaps reguire three months in law,
So if yon have been informed that the honse had been vacated it is certainly a wmis-
take : but [ was informed to«lay that Ames called ou Mrs, Margnett hefore he left for
Washington, and requested her to rent his house ; also offered the doctor a part of the
same bouse.  So the whole subject is before you. and I shall act as you may direet ;
but, as I stated before, one room will be vacant the Ist of January and will e tarned
aver,

Respectfully, &c.,

ZADOK BUTT, gent.
Maj. S, V., BENET,
Chict of Orduanee, Washington City, D. C.

ORDXNAXCE OFFICE, WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, Jannary 3, 1533,
SR Iu reply to your letterof the 23d ultimo I have to inform you that it is not the
intention of this Department to re-let, as they becoue vacant, any of the rooms in the
building referred to. You will therefore be pleased to comply with the instructions
from this office of the 1Uth ultimo, and turm over the rooms lately veenpied hy Mm.
Margnast to the ('()rY()x':nte authorities of Harper's Ferry. You will also turn over,
when vacated, any other roonis in the same huilding.
By orndler of the Chief of Oninance.~
Respectfully, &e.. .
N, V. BENET,
Major of Ordnance.
Zavok BrTT.
Ordnance dgent, Hurpe's Ferry, &. Pa.

HARPER'S FERRY, W. Va., Varch 21. 1=73.

NIR: I beg to inform von that I am in charge of the late armory property at this
plice. Before the property was sold te the Harper’s Ferry Water-Power Company 1
was employed to protect and guard e property by Captain D. J. Youny, O. 8. K.,
United States Army, and when the pro?\rty went into the hands of the company they
retained me on the same terms which I had served the Government under Captaiu
Young. They paid me for my servieee-up to the Ist of Junuary. 1273, at which time
they wrote to me in the following words:

*The Governnient has sued us, and, aa we have no title to the properts, I don't think
we need trouble ourselves about it any fuarther. From appearances I don’t aee how
yon are going to get vour pay, unless #he Government takes charge and pays you.”

When % received the letter containing the above words, I concluded to relinquish
my charge of the rty. I did so, and in lees than five days thereafter the armory
vanrd was entered by boys and a very valuable iron pipe, about ane huandred and fifty
feet in length, was broken up and the lead taken from around the joints. I was in-
formed of the fact, and I immediately resumed charge, helieving then. as [ do now,
that the Government would reward me for my services in protecting their interest in
this property. The Government holding a vendor's lien on the property, of course has
equally the same interest which it held re the sale. The property being in litiga-
tion, I considered that I would be sastained by your Department in protecting the
same, as I had served the Government three years in the same capacity under Captain
foung. I can assure vou that had I abandoned the property that by this time irre-
parable injury wonld have been done to it, as it is an easy matter to break the large
water-wheels to {et the lead and brass from around the journals.

Since the 1st of January I have rendered the Government valuable service, and have
received no pay; and as you have control of the matter, if you will consent to indorse
my services for payment, (unofticlally,) I will continue in charge until the matter is
tinally settled. .

I wrote the honorahle Attorney-General on the subject, and inclose for your perusal
the reply which he sent me. As I haves family dependent on me for anpport. unless
I receive some encouragement I will be compelied fo look elsewhere for employment.

Be pleased to inform me what I am authorized to do in the matter, and oblige,

Yonr obedient servant, ‘
. JOHN A. LASHORN.
Hon. Wu. W, BELKNAP,
Secretary of War, Washington, D. €.
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{Inclosure to foregoing letter. A

DEPARTMENT 0F JUSTICE, '
Washington, March 20, 1573,
s1r: I have received your letter of the 15th instant, and in reply have to inform yon
that there is no fund under my control out of which I can pay you for your services in
gnarding the property at Harper's Fervy.
1 will suggest that you correspond with the Secretary of War upon the subject.

Cery respectfully,
GEO. H. WILLIAMS,
‘ ) s Altoraey-tivneral,
Joiux A LasuonN, Esq.. Harper's Fervy, W, Ta. .

. HaceERsTOWN, April 5, 173,

Drag Sz The House at the List session failed to pass the hill passed by the Senate
iu relation to the purchasing of property at Harper's Ferry, -

The Menars. Ahl are interested as purchasers of some of it and of conrse feel anxions
as to what course the Department will now ynrite : whether it will now demand pay-
ment or wait nntil the next session of Congress for whatever legislation may he proper
and necemsary.

The Mesars. Al de not desire to be in any jeopardy abont their coutraet. and are
willing at any time to comply if required by the payment of the mwoney: but, if the
whole subject is to he laid over fop legislation, they are willing that it should he only
& that they are not injured by the impainuent of the contract heretofore made,  Be
pleased 1o let e know what the Departuent intends to do in the prewises,

Yours, sincerely.
' WILLIAM T. HAMILTON.
Hou, WL W. BELENAP, Sevcetary of Bar,  #

i ——

Wanr DEPARTMENT,
Washington iy, Muy 5, I~75.

s1: In reply to your letter of the Sth insimt, inguiving as to the intention of the
Department relative to the purchasers of the Hurper's Fenry property, I have the
honor to inform you that, as Congress failed to perfect any legislation anthorizing
further delay in settling for this property, it is prestmned the Departinent of Justice
will push the suit now pending against the purehasers to a speedy termination. It is

the intention of this Department to press all paradisers 1o a speedy settlement,

The Measrs. Ahl can avoid the contingeney af 4 suit by paying up at onee,
Very respectfully, your ohedient servant, -
. GEO, M. ROBENON,

v Siting Seeveturyof’ oy,
Hon. W. T. HastirtoN, {7, S, S, flugerstown, Mid.

Haoensiows, Moy 13, 1S3,

.
Dean Sin: Your favor [iveeived, Tlhe Meases, AL ask that vonebe pleased toallow

them thix month to pay the claim againet thens. Would you e plesseld to wake ont

the amount dane the Government by Johu 8, AT & Co., and sepld it o them at Newville,

Cumberland County, Penn., or to me ! '

Yours, sincerely,
: WILLIAM T HAMILTON, «
Hon. W. W, BELENAR, Necretury of War,

Wan DEPARTMENT, Washingtun, Muy 23, 133,
xir: 1 have the honor, to say, in reply to your ot of the Bth instant, relative 1o
the indebtedness of John 8. ALl & Co, for ph:*:art.\' pirehianed i the Gasernment
at Harper's Ferry, that the Depurtnent holds two nates of the Measra, Al datedd
Deccn“:r 6, 1768, and running for one and two years, respeetively, cach for s6,500,
When these notes matnred the Messrs, Ahl were duly notitied of the faer,
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The amount of the notes, with in t at 4 per cent. from day of maturity to day
Of deposit, may he deposited with éhes
tary, to the credlit of the Treasaver of $he Undted States, and the origial certificate
of deposit forwarded to this Departmeninwbn proper credit will be given, and a deed
of the property purchased be furnished in accordsnce with the provisions of the law.
Very respecttully, vour obedientgervant,

: O WM. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.

Hon. W. T. HayiLtox, . 8. 8, Hag'eratmrn, Md.

HARPER'S FERRY, W. Va., May 1, 1573,

Spi: During the latter part of the month of March I addressed i letter to the honor-
able Secretary of War,-with an intlvsnre frem the honorable Attorney-General, in
reference to my “pay” for services rendered the Govermment in the carc and protection
of the late * Armory property” at this piaco. 1 am anxious to have the matter settled,
and te know from the Secretary of War whether I must abandon the property to the
mercy of such trespassers who choose to commit depredations thereon, or whether I am
warrinted in continuing in charge of the-property. Will you please inform me whether
my letter wias referred to the Seeretary, or what disposition was made of the sime !
It you have not presented it for his consideration, please do so as soon as he returns,
and inform we of the result. This {9 a matter of interest to both the War Depattient
and myself,

Hoping that you may give the ratter yonr early attention, I remain, &e.,
JOHN A, LASHOLRN,

.

Hon. H. T. Crosny,
Chinf Clevky, Wer Ipaitment, Bas dpegton, . €.

g

HARPER'S FERRY, W. Va,, May 23, 1575,
Dear Sz : In the month of Mareh ¥ wrate vou in reference to the condition of the
SAvmaory property ™ at this pluce, and jrfermed you that I had protected the same. and
asking vour advice as to whether I shoyid continne to protect the property, [ also
sent yora letter which T had received feun the Attorney-General on the subject.
Will you please take upn those letters sud write me your views ? By so doing von

will oblige, truly, &e.,
JOHN A. LASHORN.
Hon, W, W BELRNADR, Scarcfary of Toe e

HarpPER'S FERRY, W. VAL July, 15, 173,

Mator: I beg to inform you that since the Ist of January last I have been giending
and protecting the late  Armory property” at this l»l;u'o. I have rendered this serviee
solely onmy ownresponsibility. believins then, as Inow believe, that the War Depurt-
ment will indorse my action amnd pay me for my services when the guestions concern-
ing the property aréscttled. ITam now compelled to look elsewhere for employvient,
and as I have secured employment ag the S8pringtield Armory, 1T must relingquish iy
charge of the property at this place, I .ke this means of notifying you in order that
yvou say take sueh steps as yon think bese in the nmatter which may lead to its protee-
tion in the future, for I can assure you rhat nnless something is done to protect this
property the Government must lose Leavily thereby, as purties will enter and
destroy the wheels for the purpose of get. ing lead and brass from arennd them. Wlhen
this matter is settled I shall ask for compewsation for my services, as I am fally pre-
yaredd to prove that my action in tiking  parge of this property has heen of great sevv-

iee to the Government,

Very respecttully, yours,
N JOHN A, LASHORN.
Maj. 8. V. BeNET,
Chicd of Opdnane, Wasitingtoa, D, €,

-
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National Archives, Washington, D. C., RG 121, Public Buildings Service,
Harpers Ferry Laminated Material, printed pamphlet, 6"x9'", 9 pages
/Opinion of Judge Jackson/n.p., n.d. o

OPINION OF THE COURT, Nov. 17, 1875,
IN THE CASE OF

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND OTHER )
vs. ) In Chancery.
THE BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY, )

The Bill filed in this cause seeks =--

First -- To cancel an agreement in writing, entered into
November 5th, 1838, between Joel R. Poinsett, then Secretary
of War of the United States, and Louis McLane, then President |
of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company, under which agreement
the Railroad Company claims title to so much of a tract of
land known as the 'Harper's Ferry property', as is used and
occupied for the purposes of its road.

Secondly -- To remove a cloud upon the title of the
Government to the property, growing out of a claim of title
derived from one Patrick Byrne to that portion of it occupied
by the defendant.

It is conceded that the United States derived title to
the Harper's Ferry trect through sundry conveyances, made in
1796 and afterwards, 'to George Washington, President of the
United States, and his successors in office;' that by virtue
of the conveyances so made, the Government of the United States
became seized and possessed of this tract of land, and conti-
nued to hold possession of it (except that portion occupied
by the Railroad Company) from 1796 until the 30th of November,

1869, when it was sold by the Govermment to Francis C. Adams.

2

That shortly after the Government acquired the property,
she established upon it a Natiomnal armory, which was used for
the manufecture of arms and munitions of war until the armory
was destroyed, in the year 1861, o




This being the condition of the property, in the year
1838, the Railroad Company epplied, through its President,
Louis MclLane, to the Govermnment of the United States for
permission to occupy a portion of the tract for a right of
way across it for railroad purposes, which resulted in the
agreement of November 5th, 1838, between Joel R. Poinsett,
then Secretery of War, on behalf of the Government of the
United States, and Louls McLane, on behalf of the Railroad
Company.

By the terms of that agreement, 'authority was conceded
by the Government to the Railroad Company to construct their
railroad along and over the property of the United States.'

It is claimed by the defendant, the Railroad Compeny, that
under and by virtue of this agreement, it has an easement in
the property occupied by it so long as it is used for rallroad
purposes.

But if it should be mistaken in this position; the Company
claims title to the land in controversy under a deed from
Patrick Byrne, who claimed it under a grant from the State of
Maryland, whose jurisdiction extended to the south bank of the
Potomac river,

With reference to the second position of the defendant,
which I propose to consider first, it is alleged that the rail-
road tracks, and in fact all the ground used for railroad
purposes, is a ‘f£ill', built by the Company in the river, and
upon what is claimed to be its bed at the date of the agreement
between the Government and the Railroad Company, within the
territory of Maryland, and consequently covered by the Byrne
‘title. However this fact may be, it is not deemed 1o be &
matter of importance in this case, as the defendant first took.
. possession of the property in controversy claiming it under
‘the agreement of November 5th, 1838; and so far as the question

of possession arises between the United States and the defendant,

it is a matter of no moment, whether the United States had a
good title, or whether the Secretary of War had authority to
execute the agreement. By the express terms of the agreement,
the defendant was to build a sustaining wall parallel to the
then existing wall built by the Government, between it and the
river in some places, and within the river et others, for the
purpose of making the 'fill' ypon which the railroad track was

to be built. Thus it appears that the defendant, under an express

L3/
provision in this egreement, was to build a wall and make the
‘necessary f£ill, deriving its authority for so doing from the

Government alone, If stronger evidence was required to establish

163,
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the intention and understanding of the parties at the time the
agreement was entered into, none could be brought. At that
time no one questioned the right of the Govermnment to the
property, and being a riparian owner, she was entitled to any
accretions, whether the result of the action of the water, or
the result of labor and skill applied and used to confine the
river 1o whal appeared to be ils natural channel, so far as

it would not interrupt the flow of water or obstruct navigation.
The Government had a clear right to authorize, as she did, the
erection of the wall, not only for the purposes of a rairoad
bed, but to furnish a bank for the river so as to prevent its
encroaching further upon the main land,

This view of the case explains clearly the conduct of the
parties at the time, and tends to establish the fact, that the
river at the date of the agreement had by its wash encroached
on the main land, some distance beyond its original limits.

But that fact did not alter the boundary line between the
States, and hence, both parties must have regarded the property
as within the jurisdiction of Virginia when the agreement was
made; otherwise, it would not have been entered into with its
existing terms and conditions.

But suppose that at the time the agreement was entered
into, the title of Patrick Byrne covered the land in contro-
versy? Would that fact alter the legal relations between the
parties in this case? I think not.

The defendant did not acquire the title of Byrne until
September, 1841, long after the agreement made with the United
States under which they took possession of the disputed property.
When the deed of Byrne was executed, it passed nothing, because
he was out of possession of the property intended to be conveyed,
and the possession of it was had under a claim of title adverse
to him.

If, however, it passed any title to the defendant, it took
it in subordination to the title of the Government. At the
time of the execution of this deed, the defendant was a tenant
under the United Staes, and was bound by every obligation,
both legal and moral, to protect the title of its landlord
until it should restore the possession of the property to it.
True, it might disclaim the tenancy by actual notice, or by
such notorious acts as would be equivalent to such notice. It
is not howWever pretended that any such disclaimer was ever made
in the case. On the contrary, the defendant, in its answer,
claims right to the pos-~ ,

L47

session and use of the property under the agreement made with
the Secretary of War, November 5th, 1838. Holding this relation




to the United States, it cannot shelter itself behind the Byrne
or any outstanding title, but must stand or fall with the title
it acquired from the United States.

This brings me to consider the first ground of defence,
set up by the defendant in answer to the bill of the complainants,
to-wit: The validity of its title under the United States. It
is not questioned, and in fact it cannot be denied, that if the
claim of the United Stas covered the land in controversy, her
title is good. That being conceded, the next question that
Presents itself for consideration is, has the defendant an
inchoate, or perfect title from the United States?

The consideration of this question involves the authority
of the Secretary of War to make the agreement he did of November
Sth, 1838, which the complainants in this action very gravely
question, and insist that the action of the Secretary of War
is without color of authority, and consequently is absolutely
void or voidable. Congress, by an Act passed and approved by
the President at an early date, established a National armory
upon this property at Harper's Ferry, by which it became dedicated
to military purposes. From the time of its dedication to the
date of the agreement between the Secretary of War and the
Railroad company, it was alone used as a site for military
purposes. During that period, arms and munitions of war were
there manufactured, under the direction of the War Department.
This property, as well as all military property belonging to
the United States, is and always has been under the general
management of the Secretary of War. With the knowledge of this
fact Congress, by an Act passed March 3d, 1819, invested the
Secretary of War with authority to make sale of ‘such military
sites belonging to the United States ag may have been found
or become useless for military purposes.'

As far back as the 6th day of May, 1836, construction was
given to this Act by Mr. B. F. Butler, then Attorney General
of the United States, in which opinion he held that the Secre-
tary of War was authorized to make sale of any 'militery sites!’
belonging to the Government at the date of the Act, which were
n o longer needed for mllltary purposes. Atto Genl's Opinions,
vol, 3d, page 108.

The Government seems to have adopted this construction,
end its correctness does not appear to have been since questioned.
In the case of the United States vs, Chipago, "7th Howard, 188,
the Supreme Court of the United States refer to this Act and
concede the power of the

[57

Secretary of War to sell what was then knawn as Fort Dearborn, or
any portion of that property, under it.
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It will be seen that the power claimed for the Secretary
of War under this Act is sustained not only by precedent in the
Department, but by Jjudicial authority.

But it is claimed, that the Act applies only to military
gites, such as public forts and dock-yards, and not to a pro-
perty used for the purpose of manufacturing arms and munitions
of war. It must be borne in mind however, that Congress, in
establishing the public armory at Harper's Ferry, fixed its
location and dedicated it to military purposes. That it was
a military site used for military purposes, seems to me not
to admit of a doubt. But precedent is not wanting for this
position. This view of the question is sustained by Mr. Crittenden,
when Attorney General of the United States, in discussing the
power of the Secretary of War under this statute, in regard to
the property now in question. Atto. General's Opinions, vol. 5,
page 550, Under this opinion of the Attorney General, the Secretary
of War laid out a large portion of the public property at Harper's
Ferry, not needed for military purposes, into town lots, stireets .
and alleys, and the lots were sold to parties who took possession
uder the title thus derived from the Government, and they are .
so held to this day. So far as it now appears, no question
has been raised as to the power he exercised upon that occasion.
The Government having in all its branches acquiesced in this
action of the War Department, she should not be permitted to
change her position with reference to this property, but her
rights should be determined according to the construction
heretofore given the Act, which seems to me not only to be warranted
by its terms, but does no violence to the language employed to
express its object.

I have thus far examined the Act of 1819, and the powers
of the Secretary of War under it. The defendant, however, does
not rely alone upon it for its defense, but seeks to protect
itself under the Act of 1828. This Act authorizes the President
to 'sell forts, arsenals, dock-yards, light-houses, or any property
held by the United States for like purposes,' when no longer
needed for the purposes for which they were used. Under this
statute the power to sell is expressly conferred upon the
President. It is claimed however, that this agreement was the
act of the Secretary of War, and not of the President, and
therefore not within the words of the statue; and ag8.8 conse-
quence, is not binding on the United States. It i{s ‘now well
settled, that fthe Presxdent speaks and acts through the heads

of the several
[67

departments in relation to subjeotS‘whichéappe-[abcumept damaged/
made their respective duties.' This property belonged, as I have
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before said, to the War Department, and was under the immediate
control of the Secretary of War. He was in the making of this
agreement but the agent of the President, and I feel justi-
fied in presuming that 1t was done under his direction and with
his assent, and is therefore, in contemplation of law, the act
of the President. Wilcox vs. Jackson, 13th Peters.

I, therefore, conclude that by both the Act of 1819 and
1828, the Secretary of War was authorized to sell any property
belonging to his Department not longer needed by the Government.
It is suggested, however, that although the power be conceded,
he did not exercise the right conferred by the statute, but
instead of selling the property, he 'granted permission to the
Railroad Company to run their road through the lands belonging
to the United States.' It is sufficient to say in reply to
this position, that the Secretary of War is by law invested
with the power to look afier and take care of all public prop-
erty belonging to his department, and so to use and manage 1t
as will be best for the public interests. Whilst he could not
sell, or by any act of his, part with the legal title to any
property belonging to the United States, except under authority
derived from Congress, yet, as incident to the power of his
office, and in the exercise of a discretion with which all heads
of departments are invested, he would have the right to lease
property not longer needed for public purposes, not only for
the preservation of it, but if practicable, to render it
productive of revenue to the Government, until it could be
disposed of in pursuance of law. Being nvested with authority
to dispose of it by grant in fee, all minor powers over the
property are necessarily implied.

This conclusion brings me to notice briefly the rights
acquired by the defendant under this agreement. Under the
permission granted in this agreement, the Railroad Company
entered upon and took possession of the dipputed property,
and constructed their line of railway across it. The license
granted was for an indefinite period; no time being fied when
the permission to use the lands for the purpose specified in
the agreement was to terminate. Up to this time it has never
been revoked, no has any notice been given by the Govermment
of its 1ntentlon or evgn its desire to revoke it wntil the
ingtitution of thls suit ,

The defendant accepted this license upon the terms
indicated. %ﬁ built and constructed its railroad under this
authority. It was the extension of a great national highway,
and, as we now know, second

7

+0 none in magnitude and importance iﬁ-this or eny other
country. It must have been apparent to both the contracting
parties that an enterprise at that itime so stupendous in its
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character as the construction of a railroad from Bitimore to
the Ohio river, was to be permanent and lasting. A right thus
acquired, under a written license not specially restricted,

is commensurate with the thing of which the license is an
accessory.

That it was so understood by the Secretary of War is shown
by the fact that he expressly provided in his agreement with
the defendant that, 'the said Company shall allow the United
States to construct and keep up forever a depot, with suitable
tracks, switches, and turnabouts, to be connected with said
road.' Here there is a reservation of a right forever upon
the part of the agent of the Government, clearly indicating that
he understood that the defendant was to use and enjoy the license
thus granted as long as it should see proper to do so. The
inference is clear to my mind, that it was the intention of
the Secretary of War to dedicate the property granted under
this license to this specific use, which was a public one. It
was for a great national highway. Having so donated and declared
the purposes and object of the donation, it became dedicated
to the specific purposes indicated. By this act upon the part
of the United States, through their agent, the defendant, as
well as the public through it, has acquired an easement in the
property, so long as it continues to use it for the purposes
granted; which is said 'to be a liberty, privilege or advantage
which one may have in the lands of another, without profit.’

The owner of the fee, whoever he may be, cannot revoke the
license granted. The fee will remain in the original owner,
or his grantees, but the right of the defendant to the use is
paramount to the title of the owner of the fee, and does not
require the fee for its protection. M.E.Church vs. Hoboken,
33 N.J., L. W.lson vs. Sexon, 27 lowa 15.

‘ And here the doctrine of equiable estoppel may be justly
applied. Under the permission given, the defendant built its
railroad over the land of the complainants, with their knowledge
and assent, which depends for its value on remaining in its
present position. Acting in good faith, it was influenced to
make large expenditures both of time and money in its consiruc-
tion. - i '

The plaintiffs were influenced in granting the license
by the benefits to be derived from 4hé construction of the
road in furnishing them with better facilities of transportation
at reduced rates. It was simply the advantage of a railroad
for transportation over the old wagon roads;

8

which in the light of subsequent events, proved to be of
incalculable benefit to the property. The benefits thus
derived, whilst they may not amount to a valueble consideration,
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were the inducements that operated upon the complainants to
grant the license, It was a power coupled with an interest,
which was both necessary to the possession and enjoyment of
the rights acquired under the permission, and is not revocable
as long as the interest exists. Were it otherwise a revocation
of the power would follow, and the defendants would be con-
strained to remove its railroad at a great loss. Such a result
would work gross injustice to the defendant, and would allow
the complainants to take advantage of thelr own wrong.

It is here that equity interposes her power to estop
the complainant from disturbing the defendant in the rights
acquired by it under the agreement; otherwise it would have
no remedy. It is now the settled doctrine that 'equity will
execute every agreement for the breach of which damages may
be recovered, when an action for damages would be an inadequate
remedy.' In this case no adequate compensation could be made
the defendant for the dameges it would sustain by the revoca-
tion of its license and the loss of rights acquired under it.
The complainant having without objection permitted the defendant
to construct over their lands a public railroad, 'cannot, after
the road is completed, or large expenditures have been made
thereon, upon the faith of their apparent acquiescence, reclaim
the land or enjoin its use by the Railroad Company.' Goodin
vs. Cincinnati & Whitewater Canal Company, 18 Ohio, St. 169;
Cumberland Valley Railroad Company vs. McLanahan, 59 Penn. 24,
31. And this doctrine is reaffirmed in 21 Ohio 553, in which
case the learned Court declare that 'it is the dictate of
natural justice that he who having a right or interest, by his
conduct influences another to act on the faith of its non-ex-
istence, or that it will not be asserted, shall not be allowed
afterwards to maintain it to his prejudice. Out of this just
principle has grown the equitable doctrine of estoppel in pais,
80 well stated and strongly approved by Fonblangue in his Treatise
on Equity, vol. 1, ch. 3, sec. 4; by Chancellor Kent in Wendell
vs. Van Rensellaer, 1 Johns, Ch. 344; by Lord Macclesfield in
the leading case of Savage vs. Foster, 9 Modern R. 35.!

In the case under consideration, no one can question the
fact that the defendant was influenced in.the course ii pursued
by the conduct of the Government through its officer, the Secretary
of War. The Company entered upon the premises under its agreement
with the Government,

2

and remained in the peaceable possession and the quiet enjoyment
of them for a period of upwards of thirty years. During all
this time not the slightest intimation was ever given to it

of any claim whatever upon the part of the Govermment to the
disputed premises. I therefore conclude that, upon every
principle, both legal and equitable, the complainants cannot
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and ought not to be permitted, at this late day, to disburb
the defendant in the possession of the premises under the
agreement of 1838.

Nor do I think a right of compensation exists in this case.
No actual consideration is expressed in the agreement, and
the omission to do so implies that both parties understood that
none was demanded.

It is manifest that the Secretary of War required no consi-
deration, for the reason that he looked to the additicnal
facilitis of transportaition the construction of the railrcad
would furnish, as well as to the enhanced value of the residue
of the property consequent upon its construction.

It seems to me, therefore, that every consideration of
Justice between the parties requires me tc treat and hold the
license in this case as an executed contract giving an ebsolute
right. I am therefore of the opinion that, upon any view of
the case presented by the pleadings, the bill should be dismissed

for the reasons assigned."
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THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD.

When the line for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, or
rather that portion of it in the vicinity of Harper's Ferry,
was originally surveyed in 1832-'33, it was at first decided
by the engineers that the road, after leaving the Maryland
shore at a point where the abutment of the present bridge
stands, should run diagonally up the river towards the Virginia
shore, cutting through a part of what is called Byrnes' Island,
and striking a point at the extreme north, or upper end of the
Government's property. The chief reason assigned for this was
that it would save the heavy expense of running over the Govern-
ment property. Several years after this one Patrick Byrnes,
an employee in the Government Armory, took out a land-patent
in Maryland, and pretended to locate it on a portion of the
Island now bearing his name, notwithstanding the Government
had held possession of it more thanfHriy years, and two houses
on it were occupied by mechanics in its employ. The right
set up by Byrnes, under his so-called patent, was sold to the
Railroad Company for a trifle. At least so it is claimed by
the Company. - -
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The line I have deseribed above was not taken; and for
the reason that to overcome the heavy freshets at certain
seasons of the year it would be necessary to bwild a very high
and formidable wall or causeway, not legs than forty feet high
end as many broad. Most of this would have to be of solid
‘mesonry, the cost of which would be very heavy. Other obstacles,’
not at first combemplated, began to develope themselves, among
them the fact that a wall built in this menner would seriously
interfere with the current of the stream. In short, it was
absolutely necessary to abandon this line and look for a more
feagible and less expensive one.

It was now decided to run the road directly across the
river, as at present, on a bridge with stone abutments and
arches, and obtain from Congress, if possible, authority



granting the right of way over the Government property on the
Virginia side. The Government property here runs nearly north
and south for about one and a half miles, and included all the
islands in the river, as granted by an act of the Maryland
Legislature.

As the bridge struck the Virginia shore in the very centre
of the town, at the south end of the Government property, the
Railroad Company had to elect whether it would run over it on
the river front, which was the most valuable part of it, or
take the line under and through the bluff on the west side.

It elected to do the former for the reason that if it selected
the upper, or west line, it would have to cut more than a mile
through hard bluerock, and also widen and regrade the county
road. To do this would have cost more than a million of dollars.
Railroads were not popular institutions with the people at that
time, nor was the Congress of that day in a humor to pass a

bill giving the Company authority to run its line over and occupy
so much of the Government's most valuable property. In short, 1
am informed that Congress flatly refused, holding that in
addition to the great value of the ground the road would
necessarily occupy, the Armory buildings would be in con-
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tinual danger of destruction from the sparks of the locomotives,
which at that time used wood for fuel.

It now looked as if the Company would have to fall back
on the line first selected, with all its cost. The Company,
however, was not at a loss for expedients, even at that day;
and very soon saw that, with the exercise of a little strategy
in the right direction, they might succeed in gaining their
point at a cheaper rate.

The Company went on building its road, leaving the question
of the right of way over the Government's property at Harper's
Ferry at rest for nearly two years. In 1836, Joel R. Poinsett
was Secretary of War, and Louis Mclane, president of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. In this year an agreement was
entered into between these parties, by which the railroad was
permitted to run a single track along the front and over the
most valuable portion of the Government's property, thus saving
to the Company an outlay of, at least, a million and a quarter
of dollars., ",

Mr. Poinsett, as Secretary of War, could give the Company
no legal, vested rights in the property. In short, his
permission placed the Company there on sufferance. Any of his
successors had the same right to cancel the: permission, and
order the Company to remove its tracks,. It was charged at the
. time, but I know not with what truth, that Mr. Poinsett was
ff‘personally interested in the road,  The agreement stipulated
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that a width of not more than 30 feet should be set apart for
the road; that an outer wall should be built, leaving a suffi-
cient space between that and the Government wall for a free
water-course, and that nothing should be done to injure the
property. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, however,
is famous over the country for its disregard of private rights,
as well as for its encroachments on the property of others.
Instead of thirty.feet the Company has encroached from time

to time until in some places it has reached a width of sixty
feet. Indeed the Government seemed to be powerless to stop
its encroach-

A

ments. It very recently laid a double-track from one end to

the other of the property, removed walls, and has occupied a

large space of ground for workshops and timber-yards. It put
up a watering station on the property on the Shenandoah; took
away and used valuable property, and all without authority of
law.

Things remained in this condition until 1866, when the
Company applied to the then Secretary of War (Edwin M. Stanton)
for authority to change its track from the river front to the
west or bluff side of the Government property. The object of
this was to straighten their line, and avoid the very sharp
curve at the west end of the bridge. Also, to avoid crossing
the Government's canal, which it had already seriously demaged
by not building such a bridge as was stipulated for in the original
agreement. The War Department granted the permission, stipulating
that the county road should be regraded and widened, and that all
damage done to property along the line should be compensated for.
The great expense of cutting through solid rock for nearly if
not quite a mile, as well as the fear of paying for damages to
private property, deterred the Company from carrying out this
design. Instead of accepting the authority granted by Mr. Stanton
to adopt a new line it began strengthening and giving a perma-
nent appearance to its old one.

To show how utterly regardless the Railroad Company was
of the value of the water-power, it did, &% the end of the war,
put down a wooden trestle work directly in the centre of the
canal, This, of course, checked the natural flow of the water
and caused a heavy bank of sand to make on one side. This trestle
work also created a strong backwater, which, pressing with great
force against the outer wall of the canal, caused it to give way
to the very serious damage of the whole property. Not content
with this, the Company erected stone abutments on each side of
the canal, end extending inward on one side mearly sixty
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feet beyond the limits stipulated for in the original agreement.
This, causing the water to turn at an acute angle, would have
very soon permanently damaged the whole property.

The attention of the Government being called to this au-
dacious attempt to destroy the water-power, Colonel Simpson,
of the engineer corps, was sent up to make an examination and
report. (See his report.) His report was a severe censure of
the Reilroad Compeny, whose encroachments he illustrated by a
drawing of the work and the canal. He showed that the Company
had proceeded with a reckless disregard of the value of the
water-power, and with a full knowledge of the serious injury
they were doing to the property. He recommended that the Company
be held responsible for the damage it had done, and at once be
made to remove the impediments.

The Compeny's officers got over this matter by of fering
an apology for the injury done, the suggestion that it was
their intention to purchase the property when it was sold, and
that the railroad had no use for water power. The devilishness
of this acknowledgment is apparent on its face. They would,
according to that confession, make it as near valueless as
possible for the purpose of getting possession of it at a nominal
price. It is impossible to conceive anything more disgraceful,
not to say dishonorable, on the part of a great railroad corpora-
tion. But the Government took no action on Colonel  Sinpson's
report, and the matter again rested for a time.

It was very clear to those who had carefully watched the
conduct of this great Railroad Company that the object of its
president, Mr. John W. Garrett, was to damage the property all
he could, to depreciate its value to any one needing it for
manufacturing purposes, and to get possession of it himself,
as I have said before.

Now let the reader mark how clearly the sequel developes
the motive. Congress, during the session of 1868-69,

6

passed en act authorizing the Secretary of War to dispose

of the Government property at Harper's Ferry, at public sale.
The sale was to be absolute and unreserved. The proceeds,
over and above a certain amount, were to go to the State of
West Virginia, for educational purposes.

The Sele.

As Congress did not know the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-
road on the property, of course the Secretary of War could
not recognize its claim to any right there. The War Department
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knew very well that as soon as the properiy changed hands and
became private property the question as to the value of that
portion of it used by the Railroad Company became vested in
the purchaser -- that it was a part of his purchase. Hence,
in advertising the property for sale, the officers were very
particular in describing the boundaries, thus:

'The entire water-power of the Potomac River, as held

by the United States, embracing site of old armory buildings,
or musket factory, Byrne's Island, (in the centre of the
river,) and all that strip of land and bluff bordering on
the Potomac River, and lying between said river and the
streets and lots in said town of Harper's Ferry, as laid
down on the map of 1869.'

The railroad is not so much as mentioned. About two
weeks before the sale took place several of the officers of
the railroad made a thorough examination of the property on
both rivers. About the same time reports began to circulate
that the Govermment could not give a good and valid title to
the propety. Similar reports got into two or three country
papers. These reports had a very damaging effect in deterring
persons disposed to purchase the property. In nearly every
instance these damaging reports were set afloat by persons
connected with the Railroad Company. You could not mistake
the object for which these reports were put in circulation.

7

The sale took place on the 30th of November, 1869, and
was under the direction of John P. Keller, chief clerk of
the Ordnance Office, War Department. The Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad was represented by Mr. John L, Wilson, its master
of transportation, who, with Mr. Rendolph, its chiel engineer,
had been two days at the Ferry previous to the sale.

- It is enough for me to say here that I bid on the property
with the opinion of an ex-Attorney General before me, or
rather to guide me, and with a full understanding that the
road had no legal rights there, and must pay for whatever it
occupied as soon as the property passed into private hands.
The Railroad Company, too, was well aware of its own status
on the property. The best proof of this may be found in the
fact that ithd $175,000 for property its agent, Mr. John L.
Wilson, had described only the day before as not worth more
then thirty or forty tousand. In addition to this, I am
informed on very good authority that the Company took legal
advice on the subject of their agreement with Secretary of
War Poinsett, and were told that it would be void &s soon asg
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the property changed hands, unless the Government could be
got to make a reservation. It is clear, therefore, that we

both bid understandingly.

I have been thus particular in regard to the above point
because it has been claimed by certain of the Railroad Company's
officers that an upfair advantage was taken of them; that they
were not properly informed as to the view the Government took
of thelr position on the property. This is certainly a very
novel claim for a great and powerful Company to set up -- a
Company that adopts the highwayman's methods of taking whatever
it wants, and setting the owner at defiance; and is also
famous for having blackmailed the traveling community for more
than thirty years.

Having been defeated at the sale, and the property having
passed into private hands the Railroad Company began & system
of annoyance which can be expressed only in the

8

word ‘devilish'. Let me turn first to the property on the
Shenandoah, known as the 'Rifle Works,' and state what it

was. The purchasers at once took measures, in connection

with some wealthy paper manufacturers in New York; to organize
a company for the purpose of establishing an extensive paper
mill on that property. The water power there was of the finest
kind, and peculiarly adapted for that purpose. As if to defeat
this the Railroad Company, without any authority whatever, put
up a watering station, with its engine and attendant smoke,
immediately on the property I wrote to the President of the
road remonstrating against this, and twice called Mr. John L.
Wilson's attention to it personally. He as often promised to
have it removed; in other words, to abate the nuisance. That
was all he daid. Two years after the extraordinary flood at

the Ferry washed it away.

The track running over these rifle-works, on the Shenan-
doah, belonged to what was known before.the war as the *Winchester
Potomac Railroad.' This Compeny, as long ago as 1837, obtained
from Congress authority to run over the property under certain
conditions fixed by a board of Government engineers. These
were that a certain grade should be maintained; that culverts
leading to the river bank should be kept open, and a roadway
to the river $ould be preserved and also kept open. A profile
was made embodying these conditions, was submitted to Congress,
and is referred to in the act authorizing the Company to run
over the property. These engineers clearly foresaw what would
be the damage from freshets if any dev1at10n was made from
the conditions fixed by them. .
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It is proper to say here that so long as this roed was in
the hands of and worked by the 'Winchester and Potomac Company'
all those conditions were strictly complied with. When, however,
this road became consolidated with and under the management of
the Baltimore and Ohio Company all these conditions were violated,
and the act of Congress treated with contempt.

9

More especially was this so after the property passed into
private hands. The railroad not only changed the course of its
track to accommodate itself, but it raised the grade of its track
sixteen inches, filled up the culverts, and closed the roadway
leading to the river bank. When the Company's attention was
called to the danger of this it treated the matter with irrita-
ting indifference. In truth the property, from the Railroad's
action, was transferred into a dam with a large inlet but no
outlet for the water. The result was just what had been pre-
dicted by competent engineers. When the great flood in the fall
of 1861 came, the water rushed in, filled up the body, forced
out the walls, and completely destroyed the whole property.

Not content with this the Railroad Company, to the end of repairing
its own damages, went upon the property, took what material it
wanted -- stone, sand and gravel - - and to this day has not

paid a dollar for it.

Now let us turn to the property on the Potomac -- the
Armory property -- about which the suit is now pending. The
Water-power Company, with George II. Plant, of Washington,
for president, was organized for the purpose of developing
this property. I have no apology to offer for this company.

Its fault was that it allowed Mr. John W. Garreti to frighten

it out of its rights. It did, however, begin improving the
property and expended considerable sums of money. It had an
entire new lock built at the dam, new head-gates put in, and

the wasteways repaired. The next work in order was repairing
the canal, which, as I have said before, had been seriously
damaged by obstructions placed in it by the Railroad Company.

A formal but courteous notice was served on Mr, Garreti,
president of the road requesting him to remove those obstructlons
so as to enable us to pursue our work. Nearly six months passed
and yet no notice whatever was taken of this respectful reguest,
and it was only when I threatened to resort to forcible means,
and, if necessary, to enable us to go on with

10

the work, to take up his track, that he was made to take some
action in the matter. You would very naturally infer that he
sent up a force to remove the obstructions and do what was right
in the matter. He did nothing of the kind. But he did send up




a gang of armed roughs to take possession of and guard the property
night and day. And while these roughs were thus employed, he
applied to the court and got an injunction praying that certain
gentlemen of the Water-power Company be restrained from interfering
with the Railroad Company's property.

The Water Power Company filed a cross-injunction. This
brought up the question of title, and also developed the Rail-
road Company's policy. It boldly assailed and threw a cloud
over the Govermnment's title to the property. It set up, first,
that a large portion of the property over which its track ran
was within the boundaries of Maryland, not Virginia, as claimed
by the Covernment. Second. That it (the Railroad Company) had
a good and valid title to the property, or rather portions of '
the property, under and by right of the Byrnes patent. Third.
That the agreement between Joel R. Poinsett, Secretary of War,
and Louls Mclane, President of the Company, was a pre-eminent
right of way.

Surveys of the property were made at the request of the
Railroad Company, and a vast amount of testimony in the way
of depositions taken on both sides. It very scon became
evident that the Railroad Company was seeking to gain through
delay what it had failed to obtain by straightforward and
prompt action. In the taking of these depositions even perjury
itself was wesorted to by the Railrcad Company, as will be seen
by the following affidavit:

A TRUE COPY.

'Affidavit of J. P. Keller, Chief Clerk of the Ordnance Department,
Washingion, D. €.

*WASHINGTON, D. C., November 10th, 1870.
'Having seen the following testimony and declarations made by Ansel
11

B. Wood, taken and made before a commissioner appointed to take
depositions, in a suit pending between the Baltimore and Chio
Railroad and the Harper's Ferry Water Power and Manufacturing

. Company, in the city of Baltimore, Maryland, before Commissioner
Dulaney, to wit:

'Ansel B. Wood, being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith
to questions propounded by plaintiff's counsel, as follows:

'1st. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?
'Answer. Ansel B. Wood; 57 years; Sandy Hook Washington

county, Maryland; agent for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
Company, at Harper's Ferry.
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'2d. Were you present at the sale of the Govermment works
at Harpers Ferry? State what declarations were made by the
Covernment agent, as the time of the sale, relating to the _
Baltimore and Ohio railroad? /Objected to by defendant's counsel,/

'Answer. I was present; my recollections are that the
agent of the Government, or whoever he was, or the man in
charge of the sale, before the sale commenced, he read from.

a paper in his hand the conditions of the sale of the musket
factory. As near as I can recollect the words, they were that
the musket factory would be sold as it then was, without any
guarantee of title but such as the Government possessed, which,
from all examination, they believed to be genuine, with no
reserve, except that of a street running on the south side,

and parallel with the Government canal, named "Potomac Street,"
and the rights and privileges possessed or held by the Baltimore
and Ohio railroad.’

Mr, Keller's Answer.

'I here declare and make oath that I am the officer or
person that conducted the sale on behalf of the Government,
at the time referred to, and so far as the testimony of Ansel
B, Wood refers to the rights and privileges possessed or held
by the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, or any reservation of the
same being announced by me, it is untrue. I hereby declare and
make oath that no announcement was made by me of any reservation
of rights or privileges held by the Baltimore and Ohio railroad.

('Signed) J. P. KELLER,
'"Chief Clerk, Ordnance Office.

'Sworn and subscribed before me, this tenth day of November,
1870. : '

/[SEAL./ 'N. CALLAN, Notary Public.'

Ansel B. Wood was not the only ready witness the great
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company had during this controversy.
The court, as was anticipated, made the injunction perpetual.

Of course there was nothing left for the

- 12

Water Power Company but to. stop work and fall back on the
Government, and ask that it make its title good; in other words,
defend itself againstthe Railroad Company. The Government filed
its bill of ejectment, and now, after a delay of nearly iwo years,
the case is argued on its merits at Wheeling, West Virginia, before
" United States District Judge Jackson. The judge delivered his
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opinion November 17, 1875. After disposing of the Byrnes
patent, and the claim that & portion of the property was within
the boundaries of Maryland, adversely, he takes up the Poinsett
and McLane agreement.

'In the case under consideration,' says the learned judge,
'no one can question the fact that the defendant,' (the Govern-
ment) 'was influenced in the course it pursued by the conduct
of the Govermment through its officer, the Secretary of War.
The Company entered upon the premises under its agreement with
the Government, and remained in the peaceable possession and
guiet enjoyment of them for a period of upwards of thirty years.
During all this time not the slightest intimation was ever given
to it of any claim whatever upon the part of the Govermment
to the disputed premises. I therefore conclude that, upon
every principle, both legal and equitable, the complainants
cannot and ought not to be permitted at this late day to dis-
turb the defendant in the possession of the premises under
the agreement of 1838.

'Nor do I think & right of compensation exists in this
case. No actual consideration is expressed in the agreement,
| and the omission to do so implies that both parties understood
‘ that none was demanded.' This is enough for my purpose. The
Government was simply kicked out of Judge Jackson's court.
As a plece of special pleading, coming from an advocate in the
interests of the Railroad Company, nothing could have been
more artistically done. Indeed, it may be doubted whether the
Company's attorneys could have made a more satisfactory perfor-
mance for their client.
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I use the word performence understandingly. If there be any
force at all in such reasoning, the learned judge would simply
clothe the Secretary of War with the powers of a real estate
agent. And here let me add that a somewhat novel, if not
entirely new feature of this performance, was the fact that
the senior counsel for the Railroad Company was at one time
on the other side, while the Government haed for assistant
counsel at Wheeling one of the railroads prominent attorneys.
That may be all right as between railroad companies and
lawyers, but it was to me, at least, 2 surprise I had not
bargained for. ‘

The large number of letters I have received from menu-
facturers in different parts of the country all anxious to
aveil themselves of the valusble water power at Harper's
Ferry, 1s the best proof of what might have been done with
this great property had not the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
Compeny cast & cloud upon its title. Not one of these persons
could be induced to touch the property while the title was in

dispute.
F. C. ADAMS."

L




Washington, D.C., National Archives RG 121 Public Buildings
Service Harpers Ferry Case No. 155 (ms), (Letter, Webster
Elmes, Chief Clerk for the Solicitor of the Treasury,
Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. to George F. Talbot,
Solicitor of the Treasury, May 29, 1877) 9 pp.

"DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY,
 WASHINGTON, D. C., May 29th, 1877.

Sir:

In pursuance of your instructions I visited Harpers
Ferry, West Virginia, on the 12th instant, for the purpose of
making an examination of the old armory property and water
power at that place, the title to which by reason of certain
Judicial proceedings in the Distriet Court for West Virginia
has been acquired by the United States through the foreclosure
of a lien for the purchase money of the sale of this same
property in 1869, made by the United States to F. C. Adams
and others.

The property as acquired and now by law under charge
of this office, consists lst of the water power entire of the
Potomac River embracing this site of the old armory

R

buildings or musket factory. Byrnes and the adjacent islands,
together with the strip of land and bdluff bordering the
Potomac River on the West Virginia side of the River lying
between the river and the sireets and lots as laid down on
the map of 1869; 2d The water power entire of the Shenandoah
River embracing the site of the rifle factory and the
appurtenances, .

By authority of an act of Congress of December 15,
1868, this property together with two hundred and forty-five
addltlonal lots were offered at sale by publie @uction, on the
'30th of November and the 1st of December 1869. At such sale
the purchasers had the option to pay cash'or to execute their
notes or bonds for the purchase money at one and two years,
reserving therein the vendors lien of the United States. One
hundred and four of these purchasers

i81.
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representing one hundred and eighty-five lots, availed them-
selves of the benefit of the deferred payments, and accordingly
executed their obligations with sureties.

Among these purchases on deferred payments, were
the two pieces of property before mentioned embracing the
valuable water power of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers.:
This property was bid in by F. C. Adams and others at the -
sum of two hundred and six thousand dollars. No part of this
purchase money was ever paid, and the United States under
direction of this office instituted proceedings in the
District Court for West Virginia, June 24, 1873, by bill in
chancery to foreclose the vendors lien, and obtained a_decree,

under which the property was offered for sale by / W._/ Goff Jr.

Commissioner on the 28th of September

last. At this sale the United States through an Agent
appointed by the Solicitor of the Treasury, became the pur-

chaser; and subsequently received a deed therefor after decree ;3

of confirmetion by the Court; the price bid being seventy
thousand dollars. ? 5

As regards the other lots sold at the sale in the
year 1869 no proceedings have been taken to collect the pur-
chase money and all the notes and bonds with accrued interest
for nearly eight years are outstanding. These obligations are
on file in the War Depariment. By section 3750 of the Revised
Statutes it is provided that, fthe Solicitor of the Treasury
shall have charge of all bonds ahd other property which have
been or may be assigned, set off, or conveyed to the United
States in payment of debts, and of all trusts created for {the
use of the United States in .

5

payment of debts due them-and of the sale ‘end dlsposal of
lands assigned or set off | to ‘the United States in payment
of debts or vested in them. by'mortgage or other gecurity for
the payment of debts. xx

I would in this connection, respectfully submit the
question as to whether these notes or obligations creating a-
trust in the property for the payment of debis due the United
States for the purchase money, should not be in the-charge of

182.
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this office for such proceedings as may seem expedient, for
the purpose of realizing for the United States the moneys
due and remaining unpaid for the long period mentioned.

The numerous lots have depreciated very much in
value since the sale. :

At that sale very large prices were bid, induced
doubtless by the easy terms

6

of payment offered and by sanguine expectations formed as
to the future enhanced value of the property from the
promised utilization of the water power purchased by F. C.
Adams & Co at a seemingly fabulous amount.

As a sample of this depreciation in the value of
the properity, the recent sale in September under your own
personal observation may be instanced. At that sale lot two
of block A was sold at auction after extended advertisement
for $685. and lot five for $405. one tenth in cash: while at
the sale in 1869 these lots were bid in and taken at $1655.
and $2050. respectively. The present situation of this
property, and the consequent confusion and unsettlement of
titles as well as the accumulation of interest year by year
added to the incumbrance of the principal of the

7

notes and bonds, is discouraging to the holders of the several
lots some of whom have made improvements thereon, while it is
at the same time a blight upon the material interests of the
town and the surrounding Couniry.

An aimless delay in the collection of the moneys
due by foreclosure or otherwise or in doing something towards
the settlement of matters is of no benefit to these purchasers

- but only adds to their difficulties, and serves to still further

embarrass the Government.

In regard to the two pieces of prcperty'whlch the
United States has reeently acquired, I must say that its con-
tinued possession by the United States throws upon this office
a burden of responsibility for ite protection and safety, undar
circumstances of a very embarrassing
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and discomforting character arising from the fact that there
is no appropriation out of which any money can be expended
for the payment of a watchman or guardian of the property.

In the meantime there is an amount of personal
property lying around subject to deterioration by the weather

and to spoliation, depredation and theft--by persons unrestrained

by any law adequate to their punishment or by fear of anyone
armed with adequate authority to watch over the interests of
the Government. '

The schedule accompanying this will give some idea
of the amount of the property thus subject to depredation.

It consists of water sheels, both overshot and
turbine together with their flumes, shafts and machinery,
also of immense quantities of iron / ,_/ dressed stone

9

and building meterial., The water power connected with these
premises has been considered of immense value. It has been.
constructed as regards the dams across the two rivers, the
canals, gates / , / forebays and machinery in the best and
most durable manner and at a great outlay of money on the part
of the Govermment. It now presents & sublime ruin. Year by
year its immense capabilities are diminishing, and the question
of what shall be done with it, is one not easy of solution.

Yet it is one which must be met and determined at an early

date.
Very Respectfully,

Webster Elmes
Chief Clerk

Hon. George F. Talbot
Solicitor of the Treasury."
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Harpers Ferry Case No. 155 (ms), ("“Announcement," X. Rayner,
Solicitor of the Treasury, n.p., pre May 19,1880), 4 pp.

"UNITED STATES SALE OF VALUABLE §ATER POWER AND
MACHINERY, ALSO OF 126 LOTS OF LAND AT
HARPERS FERRY, W.VA.

By virtue of section 3749 Revised Statutes, also

of sections 2 and 3 of the Act of Congress approved
June 14,1878 authorizing the resale of certain lots
of land by the United States at Harpers Ferry,

West Virginia, the undersigned the Solicitor of
the Treasury will offer at public auction

cn the premises at Harpers Ferry West

Virginia commencing at one O'clock P.M.

on Wednesday the 19th of May 1880, the

following described property belonging to

the United States as laid out and desig

nated on a map of Harpers Ferry made

in the year 1869 by S. Howell Brown, Surveyor

to wit:

Lot _one embracing the water-power entire of
the Potomac River, the canal & locks, and a
strip of land and bluff bordering on the
Potomac River, lying bpetween that river and
the streets and lots as laid down on the
map aforesaid, beginning at Shenandoah
Street and extending to the western line of
the United States properiy. The walls of tvwo
large buildings, the John Brown Engine
House and the foundations of several other
buildings are standing & large quantities
L2/
Block 'H.H' on Camp Hill Lots 6
Bloek 'J.J.'on Camp Hill Lots 1,
Block 'K.K' on Camp Hill Lots 1,
~'Block 'L.L.'on Camp Hill lots 2,
Block 'M.M' on Camp Hill lots 3,
Block H on Camp Hill Lot 7

Block I on Camp Hill Lots 4,13.
Block J on Union Square Lots 6,10,11,12,13.
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Block L on S. side Ridge Street Lots 5
Block N. between Ridge & Putnam Sts. Lots 3&6.
Block O between Ridge & Putnam Sts. Lot 9 1
Block P. between Ridge & Putnam Sts. Lots 6
Block Q between Ridge & Putnam Sts. Lots 1,
Bleock R. N. of Ridge Street lLots 1,2,3,4,5,
Block S. N. of Ridge Street Lots 2,3,4,5,6.
Block T. N. of Ridge Street Lot 4.

Block U. N. of Ridge Street Lots 1,4.

Block V. between Putnam & Van Wert Sts. Lots 1,2,3,4,5.
Block 2 between Van Wert & N. Cliff Sts. Lots 3&6.

8

Terms of sale on purchases under fifty dollars cash,
on purchases exceeding that sum one-third the purchase
money in eash, balance in one and two years with six
per cent interest a lien belng reserved on the property to
secure payment of same, or all cash at the option of the
purchaser, to be complied with within ten days. A deposit
of $200 on account of lots

L3/
of dressed building flagging & other stone are upon the
ground. The machinery consists of three Turbine vheels

and four cast iron wheels of large dimensions with
gearing flumes & etec,

Lot two embracing the water-power of the Shenandoah River
as held by the United States, and the site of the old rifle
factory with all the appurtenances,

Lot 4. The perpetual right to cut and remove wood from a

Tract of 1395 5/8 acres of mountain land lying on the south

side of the Shenandoah River adjolning the Ferry tract,

Block 'F' on Shenandoah Lot 1 with brick house. ot 2.

Block 'G' en Shenandoah Lots 2,3, and 4.

Lot 1 with stone building & Lots 2,3,4,5,7,8, N. of
Shenandoah Street exteading to S. Cliff Sireet.

Block 'H' on Shenandoah Street Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6.

Block 'I' on  same Lots 1,2,3,4,5, -

Jager gix acre Reservation Lots 27 with utqpe house.

Block 'A.A' on Washington & Potomack Streets ﬁtb-tu 4,5,6,

4,18,
3 4)5;8)15,17;18,20.
»758.
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Block 'B.B' on Washington & Ridge Streets Lots 2,3.
Block 'C.C' on Washington & Clay Streets ILots 1,3,
Block 'D.D' between Fillmore & Clay Streets Lots 2,3,4,6,
Block 'E.E' between 5. Cliff & Clay Streets Lots 1.2.
Block 'F.F' on Camp Hill Lots 2,3,4,5,6,7.

Block 'G.G' on Camp Hill Lotz 3 and 6.

L4/
one or two will be required at time of sale. A conveyance
vwill be made on behalf of the United States to the purchaser
of all its right, and title to the property which is
believed to be perfect in every case. A map shoving the
metes and bounds of the several lots wrill be exhibited
at the time of the sale.

The Government reserves the right to withdraw any of
the lots to prevent unusual sacrifice if the bids are
unsatisfactory.

/illegible initials_/
/signed/ XK. Rayner
Solicitor of the Treasury

Approved

/signed_/ John Sherman
Secretary of the Treasury."




Washington, D. C., National Archives R.G. 121 Pub}ic*Buﬁldil’s o8
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AT HARPER'S FERRY, W. VA.,
To Be
SOLD BY THE SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY

On the 25th day of Llay, A. D. 1880,
AT HARPER'S FERRY.

The following is a schedule of United States property
at Harper's Ferry, as divided into lots by S. Howell Brovm,
surveyor, as per map of 1869, made under the supervision of
Captain Daniel J. Young, U.S. Army, acting under instructions
from the Ordnance Department at ashington, issued rcursvant
to an act of Congress approved December 15, 1868, entitled
'An Act providing for the sale of the lands, tenements, and
vater privileges belonging to the United States at and near
Harper's Ferry, in the county of Jefferson, Jest Virginia,'
now to be sold ou the 25th day of May, 1880, at Harper'c
Ferry by the undersigned, the Solicitor of the Treasury,
in pursuance of the 2d and 3d sections of the act of Congress
of June 14, 1878, and of other provisions of law:.

No. of
Lot.

1. The water-power entire of the Potomac River, as held
by the United States, embracing the site of the old
armory buildings or musket factory, and all that strip of
land and bluff bordering on the Potomac River and lying
between said river and the streets and lots as laid down
on map of 1869,

The present and half-completed dam of the United
States across the Potomac River backs the water far above
the present limit of the United States land in that
direction. But the Ieep Tryste Furnace Tract, binding
on the south side of ‘the said river above the falls f
thereof, was formerly omed by the United States, and
thus the: title to the falls was acquired while said
lands were in the occupancy of the United States., The
limit, therefore, of the United States claim to:these
vater privileges 1s governed by this prescriptive right.

2.0 The water-power entire of the Shenandoah River, as
aeld by the United States, embracing the site of the rifle
factory, with all the appurtenances thereto belonging,




No. of

ot
PR The perpetual right to cut and remove vwood from a tract

of 1,395 5/8 acres of mountain land, lying on the south side
of the Shenandoeh River, adjoining the ferry tract.

BLOCK F, ON SHENANDOAH STREET.
1. Sixty-six feet front on Shenandoah street and 166 feet
on Wood street, running back to Hamilton street, vwith front
of 35 feet on the same line with No. 2, parallel tc Wood street.

2. Two hundred and thirty-one feet front on Shenandoah
street, running bhack with 1ot No. 1, 145 feet to the Shenandoah
Canal and thence with it to Shenandozh street. Brick stable.

BLOCK G, ON SHENANDOAH STREET.

2. Sixty-six feet front on Hamilton street, back with No. 1,
190 feet, and with No. 3, 185 feet, to the Shenandoah River;
gsides of lot parallel 1o Tell street, Vacant,

3. Sixty-six feet front on Hamilton street, back with No. 21,
185 feet, and with No. 4, 155 feet, to the Shenandoah River;
sides of lot parallel. Vacant.

AN One hundred and twenty-five feet front on Hamilton street,
back with No. 3, 155 feet to the Shenandoah Canal, and thence
with it to Hamilton street. Vacant.

LOTS NORTH OF SHENANDOAH STREET AND BETWEEN THE
SAME AND SOUTH CLIFF STREET.

1. Adjoining Catholic school lot, 106 feet fromt on
Shenandoah street; 110 feet deep and 48 feet on back line.
lLarge stone warehouse.

2. Two hundred and thirty-seven feet front on Shenandoah
street, 213 feet front on South Cliff sireet, and extending
from York street on the west to 'Jefferson's Roek lLot' on
the east. Stone house. ‘

3. - Six hundred and fifty-eight feet front on Shenandosh
street, 653 feet fromt on South Cliff street, and extending
from York street on the east to Lancaster street on the
west. Vacant.



4. Three hundred end sixty-one feet front on Shenandoah
street, 360 feet front on South Cliff street, and extending
from Lancaster street on the east to Columbia sireet on the

.west. Vacant.

5. Two hundred and forty-four feet front on Shenandoah
street, 241 1/2 feet front on South Cliff street, and
extending from Columbia street on the east to Gilmore
street on the west. Vacant.

7. Two hundred and twelve feet on Shenandosh
street, 195 feet front on South Cliff street, and extending
from McDowell street on the east to the angle in South
Cliff street on the west, and thence with east line of
said angle prolonged to Shenandoah street. Vacant.

3
No. of
Lob.
8. Two hundred and thirty-six feet front on Shensndoah street,

215 feet front on South Cliff street, and extending from Hall
street on the west to the angle in South Cliff street on the east,
on the line of lot No. 7, and thence with it to Shenandoah

street. Vacant.
BLOCK H, ON SHENANDOAH STREET.

1. One hundred and ninety-two feet front on South Cliff street
and 66 feet front on Hall street; sides and ends parallel. Vacant.

2. Sixty-six feet front on Hall street, and running back, with
both Nos. 1 and 7, 192 feet to lot No. 4. Vacant,

3. One hundred and ninety-two feet front on South Cliff street
and 66 3/4 feet front on Taylor street, sides oafallel, and
running back to No. 1. Vacant. s .

4. Sixty-six and three-fourths feet front on Taylor street,
and rumning back, sides pargllel, to lot No. 2; back line
66 feet. Vacant. _ﬁ, B :

5. Slxty~81x and three—fourths feet front on Taylor street,
and running back, sides parallel, to line of No. 73 back line

66 feet Vacant.
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6. Sixty-six and three-fourths feet front on Taylor street,
and running back, sides parallel, to line of No. 7; back line
66 feet. Vacant.

BLOCK 1, ON SHENANDOAH STREET

. Three hundred and thirty-three feet fromt on South Cliff
street, 66 feet on Boundary street, and 66 feet on Taylor street.
Vacant.

=]

2. Sixty-six feet front on Boundary street and 66 feet front
on Taylor street, with 333 feet in depth., Vacant.

AU\

Sixty-six feet front on Boundary street and 66 feet front
on Taylor street, with 333 feet in depth. Vacant.

4. Sixty-six feet front on Boundary street and 66 feet front
on Taylor street, with 332 feet in depth. Vacant,

5. Three hundred and forty feet front on Shenandoah street,
and running back, with Taylor street on the east and Boundary
street on the west, to lot No. 4. Vacant,

LOTS IN THE WAGER "SIX-ACRE RESERVATION."

27. Thirty-two and one-third feet front on Washington street,
and extending back to Potomac street, with a breadth of 31 1/3
feet. Stone house.

BLOCK AA, BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND POTQMAC STREETS.

FAN Sixty-one feet front on Washington street, and extending
back to Potomac Street, with front of 60 feet. Vacant.

5. Sixty-one feet front on Washington street, and extending
back to Potomac street, with front of 60 feet. Vacant.

6. Sixty-one feet front on Washington street, and extending
back to Potomac street, with front of 60 feet. Vacant.

4
No.of
Lot.

BLOCK B B, ON WASHINGTON AND BRIDGE STREETS.

2. Sixty-feet front on Washington street,yand'éxtending
back to Ridge street, with a fromt of 60 feet Vacant,
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3. . Sixty-feet front on Washington street, and extending
back to Ridge street, with a front of 60 feet. Vacant.

BLOCK CC, ON WASHINGTON AND CLAY STREETS.

1. Three hundred and fifty-eight feet front on Washington
street, 367 feet on Clay street, and 74 feet with lot No. 2.
Vacant.

3. One hundred and ninety-four and one-half feet front on
Washington street, 194 1/2 feet on Clay street, and 153 feet on
York street. Vacant,

BLOCK D D, BETWEEN FILIMORE AND CLAY STREETS.

2. Eighty-three feet on Fillmore street, and exbtending back
to Clay street, with front thereon of 84 1/2 feet. Vacant.

3. Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and extending back
to Clay street, with front thereon of 61 feet, Vacant.

beo Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and extending back
to Clay street, with front thereon of 61 feet. Vacant.

6., Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and exbending back to
Clay street, with front thereon of 61 feet; also [ront on Young
street of feet, Vacant.

BLOCK EE, BETWEEN SOUTH CLIFF AND CLAY STREETS.

1. One hundred and sixty-eight feet front on South Cliff
street, between graveyard and Episcopal church lot, extending
back between these lois to Clay sireet, with front thereon of
179 feet. Vacant.

2. y-.éne hundred and seventy-eight feet front on- Clay street,
running back with lots Nos. 1 and 3, 98 feet to the graveyard,
with it, 179 feet. Vacant,

BLOCK F F, ON GAMP HILL.

2 Sixty feet front on Fillmore sireel, and running back

at right angles 137 feet. Vacant.
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3. Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and running back at
right angles 137 feet. Vacant,

4. Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and running back at
right angles along Gilmore street 137 feet. Vacant.

5. Sixty feet front on South CLiff strect, and running back
with Gllmore streelt 137 feet, at right angles. Vacant.

6. Sixty feet front on South Cliff street, and running back
at right angles 137 feet, Vacant.

7. Sixty feet front on South Cliff Street, and running back
at right angles 137 feet. Vacant.
5
No.of
Lot. BLOCK GG, ON CAMP HILL.
3, Fifty-six feet front on Fillmore streeb,; and running back

at right angles 137 feet. Vacant.

6. Fifty-six feet front on South Cliff street, and running
back at right angles 137 feebt. Vacant,

BLOCK H H, ON CAMP HILL,

6. Sixty-one feet front on South Cliff street, and running
back at right angles 137 feet. Vacant.

7. Sixty-one feet front on South Cliff sireet, and running
back at right angles 137 feet. Vacant.

7. Sixty-two feet front on South Cliff street, and running
back with McDowell street 137 feet. Vacant.

BLOCK JJ, ON CAMP HILL.

1. Sixty feet front on Washington street, 163 feet on Storer
College lot, and 167 feet on lot No. 2. Vacant.

4 Slxty feet on Washington street, 176 feet on lot No. 3,
and 181 feet on lot No. 5. Vacant.




5. Sixty feet on Viashington street, 18l feet on lot No. 4,
and 185 feet on lot No. 6, Vacant.

6. Sixty feet front on Washington street, 185 feet on lot
Ne. 5, and 189 feet on lot No. 7. Vacant.

7. Fifty-two and one-half feet front on Washington street,
193 feet on Taylor street, and 189 feet on lot No. 6. Vacant.

8. Fifty-two and one-half feet front on Fillmore street,!
and 163 feet on Taylor street and lot No. 9. Vacant.

10. Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and 163 feet on lots
Nos. 9 and 11. Vacant. '

11. Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and 163 feet on lots
Nos. 10 and 12. Vacant.

14, Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and 163 feet on lot
Nos. 13 and Storer College lot (No.25). Vacant.

BLOCK KX, ON CAMP HILL.

1. Sixty feet front on Washington stireet, 195 fect on Taylor
street, and 199 feet on lot No. 2. Vacant.

2. Sixty feet front on Washington street, 199 feet on lot
No. 1, and 203 feet on lot No. 3. Vacant.

3. Sixty feet front cn Washington street, 203 feet on lot
No. 2, and 206 feet on lot No. 4. Vacant.

A Sixty-two feet front on Washington stréet, 206 feet on
lot No. 3, and 220 feet on lot No. 5. Vacaumt.,

No.of ;| i 4

Lot.
BLOCK LL, ON CAMP HILL

.:2;; Slxty feet front on Fillmore street, and 207 1/2 feet on lots
“Nos. 1 and 3, vaeant.

3. Sixty feet front on Flllmore street, and 207 1/2 feet on
lots Nos., 2 and 4. Vacant
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5. . Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and 207 1/2 feet
on lots Nos. 4 and 6. Vacant,

e. Eighty-nine feet front on Fillmore street, 202 feet on
Boundary street, 64 feet on lot No. 7, and 207 1/2 feet on loct
Jo. 5. Vecant.

7. Two hundred and nine Teet front on Boundary utreet, 39 feet
front on South Cliff street, 64 feet on lot €, and 207 1/2 feet
on lot No. 8. Vacant.

g, Sixty feet front on South Cliff street, and 207 1/2 feet
on lots Nos., 7 and 9. Vacant,

2. Sixty feet front on South Cliff street, and 207 1/2 feet
on lots Nos. 8 and 10. Vacant,

10. Sixty feet front on South Cliff street, and 207 1/2 feet on
lots Nos. 9 and 11, Vacant.

11, Sixty feet front on South CLiff street, and 207 1/2 feet
on lots Nos. 10 and 12. Vacant.

12. Sixty feet front on South Cliff street, and 207 1/2 feet
on Taylor sireet and lot No, 11, Vacant.

BLOCK L1, ON CAMP HILL

3. Sixty feet front on Fillmore street, and 207 1/2 feet on
lots Nos. 2 and 4. Vacant.

7. Fifty-two and one-half feet front on Fillmore street,

207 1/2 feet on Taylor street, and 207 1/2 feet on lot No. 6.
Vacant.

9, Sixty feet front on South Cliff street, and 207 1/2

feet on lots Nos, 8 and 10. Vacant, ‘
BLOCK H, ON CAMP HILL
7. Thirtv-nine feet front on Ridge street, 132 feet on lots

6 and 8, and 47 feet on Methodist Episcopal parsonage
Vecant,

Nos.
Sold in 1852, but not paid for.

lot.
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BLOCK 1, ON CAMP HILL

PR Sixty feet front on Washington street, and running back
132 feet, Vacant.

13. Sixty feet front on Ridge street, and rumning back 132
feet., Vacant.

70
Nc.of
Lot.
BLOCK J, AT UNION SQUARE.
6. Seventy-nine feet front on Washington sireet, 86 feet

on Union Square, 101 feet on lot No. 5, and back line 93 feet.
Vacant.

10.)
11.) Each 60 feet front on Ridge street, and running back
12,) 132 feet. Vacant,
13.)
BLOCK 1, ON SOUTH SIDE OF RIDGE STREET.
.) Each 60 feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132

)
6.) feet. Vacant.

BLOCK N, BEIWEEN RIDGE AND PUTNAM STREETS.

3. Sixty feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132
feet. Vacant.

8. Sixty feet front on Putnam street, and rumning back 132
feet,. Vacantb.

BLOCK O, BETWEEN RIDGE AND PUTNAM STREETS.

9 1/2. Forty-five feet froht on Pubnam street, and running back
132 feet.

 BLOCK P, BETWEEN RIDGE AND PUTMNAM STREETS.

6. Sixty feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132
feet. Vacant.

196.



197,

14.). Each 60 feet front on Putnam street, and running back

132 feet.

18. )Vacant.
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No.of
Lot.

BLOCK Q, BETWEEN RIDGE AND PUTNAM STREETS.

Fach 60 feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132 feet.
Vacant.

Each 60 feet front on Putnam street: Lot 15 running back 132
feet; lots 17 and 18 a slightly greater distance, cwving to curve
in street, Vacant.

Small corner lot, 60 feet in width on lot No. 1, but cut obliquely
by Taylor street, on which it has a greater front. Vacant,

BLOCK R, NORTH OF RIDGE STREET.

Fach 60 feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132 feet,
Vacant,

Seventy-eight feet from on Ridge street, and running back,
vith Taylor street and lot No. 7, 132 feet. Vacant.

BLOCK S, NORTH OF RIDGE STREET.

Each 45 feet front on Ridge street, and runnlng back 132
feet. Vacant.

Forty-two feet front on Rldge street, and running back 132
feet. Vacant, :

Each has 43 feet front on Ridge street and 132 feet on Jackson
street. Vacant.
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BLOCK T, NORTH OF RIDGE STREET.

Sixty feet front on Ridge street, and running beck 132 feet.
Vacant.

BLOCK U, NORTH OF RIDGE STREET.

Forty-one feet front on Ridge street and 132 fect on Columbia
street. Vacant.

Sixty feet front on Ridge street, and running back 132 feet.
Vacant,

BLOCK V, BETWEEN PUTNAM AND VAN WERT STIREETS.

Fach 60 feet front on Pubnam and Van ‘Jert streets, varying
in depth from point as streets diverge. Vacant.

BLOCK TWO (2),BEIWEEN VAN WERT AND NORTH CLIFF STREETS.

One hundred and twenty-five and a half feet on Van Vert
street; 14& feet on North Cliff street; 330 and 380 feet deep;
contains 1 acre, 4 perches. Vacant,

One hundred and sixty-five feet on Van Wert street; 170
feet on North Cliff street; 594 and 627 feet deep; contains 2
acres, 1 rood, 10 perches, Vacant,

K. RAYNER, '
Solicitor of the Treasury."
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"Harpers Ferry, W. Va. Dec. 28/80
Hon. Sir:

In reply to yours of the 27th the Front Room south
‘side 17 1/2 x 15.3 used as_Post Qffice by Alexander Fossett.
Pays Quart /er_/ly. Comm/encing/ Feb. lst has paid up to
October 3lst 80.

Room back of Post Office south side 17.4 x 15.3 used by Mrs.
Trail., Passage 7 feet 2 in Wide stairs running up to second
floor. Two Rooms. North side 18 x 15 front room 17 x 15

Back room, folding doors used by Board of Education for school.
Pay no rent. President of the Board T. A. Kirwan. Ihese 4

Rooms are on first floor main Building sealing /sic./ 11 feet 9 in
high. This is inside measure.

Wing or back Building Kitchen 20.3 x 17.6 sealing /sic./ 10 feet.
Small room or Pantry 9 x 5. Basement Kitchen 20.3 x 17.3 is
damp used for coal. Second floor of Wing 2 rooms, 15 X 9.4

and 14.10 x 10. Second floor south side 2 rooms 17.4 X 15.8

and 17.6 x 15.8. Hall room 13 x 7.3. Used by Mrs. ITrail.

Pays by the Quarter. Paid up to October 31/80. :

L2/
Front Room se/cond/ floor 18 x 15 used for Council room & Mayors
office by the Corporation. North side Back room se/cond/ floor --
17 x 15. Used by Rev. Campbell. Pays when convenient but rented
by the month. Owes two months, $2.00. The Building is in fair
condition with the Exception of the frount /sic,/ spouting which
was broken down this last snow & the back poarch [sifj/ of the
Wing wants a new floor. Hoping the diseription /sic./may be
satisfactory the Building is cared for by the Mayor & Council
J. H. Hartgrove told me this morning he would teke his horse
out of the Watch House today. G. C, Johns says that he received
a letter from you stating that he must pay some compensation
& wanted me to set the price. I refused told him I had no
authority to do so. Mr; 2. D. Butt will be down tomorrow &
will see you about it 'so says Johms.

Yours etc.

Zéigne§7 John Koonce
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"46th Congress, ) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ( Report
1st Session. ) ( No. 1525.

SALE OF UNITED STATES LANDS AT HARPERS FERRY
WEST VIRGINIA

May 7, 1884.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered
to be printed.

Mr., Dibble, from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds,
submittied the following

_ REPORT :
/To accompany bill H. R. 1628./

The Committee on Public Bulldings and Grounds, to whom was re-

ferred the bill (H. R. 1628) authorizing and directing the sale of

the real estate and riparian rights now owned by the United States

at Harper's Ferry, in the State of West Virginia, having had the

same under consideration, report it to the House with the recommendation

that it pass. The buildings formerly used as workshops, armory, and

arsenal at Harper's Ferry having been destroyed during the war, the

Government abandoned the property for public uses, and Congress having

obtained the opinion of the Attorney-General that the United States

had a fee simple title to the same, passed an act December 15, 1868,

directing the Secretary of War to make sale at Public auction of

the lands, tenements, and water privileges belonging to the United

States at or near Harper's Ferry. In pursuance of this authority

the Secretary of War sold said property on November 30 and

December 1 and 2, 1869, consisting, 1, of the water power and grounds

on which the arsenal, armories, and factories formerly stood; 2,

an ore bank; 3, a ferry privilege; 4, a large number of lots. The

total amount bid for said property was $297,803.50, of which the

water power and the property conmected therewith: -brought $206,000.

The sale was upon credit, and it eventually appcared that the

chief item, the water-power, was bid in by a company of irresponsible

speculators, who took no steps -toward using or improving the property,

and defaulted in the payment of their bonds, . After several years'

delay, during which a disastrous flood redqpad its value, and that

value otherwise steadily depreciated, the Government was unable to

collect anything on the bonds end was compelled to enforce its

vendor's lien, and bought back said property at a mere fraction of

the orlglnal price, Moreover, the 240 lots sold to private individuals
. for the aggregate of 373,303 50 had been bought on the faith of the
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improvement of the water-power and consequent restoration of some
measure of prosperity to the ‘town. This having failed, the
purchasers, who were generally the poor people of the vicinage,
were except in a few cases, unable to comply with the terms

of purchase, and Congress finally came to their relief by act
passed June 14, 1878, authorizing the Solicitor of the Treasury
to cancel their contracts and release the purchasers, Thus, after
ten years the Government became again seized of almost all the
property it had sold, greatly diminished in value. The same act
authorized

2. SALE OF UNITED STATES LANDS AT HARPER'S FERRY, W. VA.

the Solicitor to resell the whole or any parti of said property

or to lease the same for a term of years., Any effort to sell
under this authority is greatly hampered by the fact that

the value of the property has become so shrunken and speculative
that as long as the sale remains in the discretion of any officer,
it imposes an embarrassing responsibility upon him to judge
whether the price is really an advantageous one. The object of
the present bill is to effect an early sale of the property and
relieve from any such embarrassment, by making the order for sale
peremptory in case a minimum limit is reached, and at the same
time providing that it shall only be made at public auction, after,
full and fair advertising, and at open competition. This is at
once for the interest of the United States and of the locality
itself, where recuperation and prosperity are totally repressed by
the continued disuse and desolation of this vproperty.

The Government is incurring expense by holding on to property
which it declines to use for any purpose, while its value is
steadily diminishing upon its hands. It is also a matter of sheer
justice to the State of West Virginia and to the particular
locality that this large area of property in the very heart of
the village of Harper's Ferry, abandoned and in ruins, exempt from
the taxation, and by its very abandonment repressing all prosperity
and almost destroying the value of contiguous private property,
should be as soon as possible fransferred to ownership which will
improve it, develop its capabilities, and subject it to its
equitable share of local burdens.

Moreover,. your comnittge deem it equelly 1wpolltlc and unjust
'for the Ge¥ernment, after ceasing to use pr@perty for the public
purposes for which it was acquired, to becdmn a lessor thereof
to private individuals, for the erection of ‘works which would be
tax free. The legislature of West Virginia hes pas ed a joint
resolution asking for the sale of this property
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Your committee therefore, looking to the interest of the
Government, and to the rights of the State wherein the property
is located, recommend the passage of this bill, with the following
amendments:

In Section 1, line 7, of printed bill, after the word
"reservation" insert the words "except as hereinafter provided.®

Add to section 1 the following proviso: “Provided, that the
propertyshall not be sold for a less sum than twenty thousand
dollars."

Adda to section 2, the words: "but so thalt at least one-third
of the purchase money shall be paid in cash, and the credit portion
shall bear interest at the rate of six per cent. per annum."

Insert in the bill as section 3 the following:

U"SEC. 3. That upon the compliance of any purchaser or purchasers
of the whole, or of any percel purchased as aforesaid, with the
terms of sale, such purchaser or purchasers shall be let into.
possession of the premises so purchased; and upon full payment of
the purchase money, and interest (if any be due), the Solicitor
of the Treasury, for and in behalf of the United States, shall
make, seal, and deliver to the purchaser or purchasers good and
gufficient deed or deeds, conveying all the right, title, interest,
and estate of the United States in the said properiy, or
parcel thereof, as the case may be, in fee-simple."

Insert section 3 of the originel bill as section 4. Y




Bolivar, West Virginia, Coll. Miss Cassandra Ditimeyer. Unsigned,

undated manuscript. This copy transcribed here was made from a
typescript prepared for John T. Willett and has not been collated
with the original,

Harper's Ferry

"Nowhere can be seen more palnful evidences of the effect
of our years rebellion than at this far famed place, Nothing
is left there that the fury of war could destroy. The ork of
God, a part of his six day's labor, - the bold, whild, grand
scenery; the roar of the Cohongarocta (not the Potomac)! The
Bolivar, Maryland, and Shenandoah Heights; the break through
the mountains at the time of the Deluge; the 'rising sun' scene
throwing a golden hue on Jefferson's Rock, and the surrounding
mountains, still remain as they came from the Divine Hand, to
feast the eye of the traveler, the antiquarian, the artist and
scholaxr.

The sieges, the cavalry and infantry combats, the
cannonading, the bomb, the sword and torch have left it a mass
of ruins,; and were it not for the arrival and departure of the
cars, everything would be as silent as one of the lost cities
of antiquity.

The armory's bells no longer call the stalwert artizans
to their daily toil; the hammering, the boring, grinding, welding
and polishing are no more seen; the invention of James Greer
for cutting screws; the greater invention by Thomas Blanchard,
anocther of the workmen, for stocking guns and turning irregular
shepes are motionless and quiet; the great driving machinery
lies powerless; and the armorers are not longer to be seen
'with clink of hammers closing rivets up.'

All this is at an end, and as far as the govermment is
concerned, perhaps forever; as it is said Congress do not intend
to rebuild or establish it again as a place for the manufacture
of arms. This determination must force the people of Harper's
Ferry and those in the neighborhood to lock in the future to
private enterprise; and there is no location in this -hole
~ region of country where manufactories of every description .

could be carried on more successfully. It is not worth while

203.
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at this early date to dilate on the many advanteges of
United States property at the Ferry as the seat of a great
manufacturing point. Time and the final action of Congress
i1l decide that, and other questions that may arise.

This question is often asked 'when will Congress offer
the Harper's Ferry property for sale.' This the writer can
answer satisfactorily by stating that the United States can
sell as coon as the Government acquires such &« title from
Robert Herper's heirs as will enable it to give fee-simple
titles to those who may purchase the same. The Veger family,
heirs to Robert Harper sold in the year 1796 to George Washington,
then President of the United States, and to his successors in
office forever, the Harper's Ferry tract of land for the use
of the said United States, and for no other use or behoof
“hatsoever, '

Such was the understanding, and as the propcrty would
have commanded at that time thrice the sum paid by the
Gevernment, the heirs organd all refused signing the deed as
nrepared by the counsel of Tobiaf, Lear, Secretery and Agent
of George Washington, until they got the opinion cf Arthur
Shaff of Frederick Town in Maryland that that deed secured
to them the property in case it was ever abandoned by the
general Government, and under no circumstances could it be
diverted to private uses without their consent. If the
government could sell that property now, it could have sold
at any time after making the purchase, and neither would the
administration of Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, or Madison
entertained for a moment propositions for stores, hotels, shops,
ets., always declining on the ground that the govermment had no
rights there beyond the manufacturing of arms, or for national
purposes. ‘

Suppose the Government had, in viclation of the contract,

offered for sale, a month after the purchase a ferry privilege?
. that privilege alone would readily have commanded twenty

thousands of dcllars, as the receipts from-the Ferry were very
large, Harper's Ferry then being the great highway to the
valley of Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, North and South
Carclina, and Georgia. There can be no question of doubt that
this property was transferred to‘the Government at less thep one
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third its value (some seven thousand dollars) to keep it out

of private hands to add to the revenues of the ferry, and

with an eye to the prospective increase in value of the part

knovm as the '"Wager reservation’. This vier of the case was

Tno'n and so understood by all the intelligent people tnen '
iving in the surrounding counties.

With these few prefatory remarks the writer wishes to
give something of the early history of Harper's Ferry; and a
sketch of the life and times of the first regular settler,
Robert Harper, who cobtained his patent, and title to the land
from Thomas, Lord Fairfax, the Baron of Cameron, of Scotland,
in the kingdom of Great Britian. The most authentic history
we have of it commences about the year 1719. It was then known
as the 'Hole' and every thing relating to it before that date
is merely 'hearsay' - hence of doubtful authority.

The first person who took up his abode at the 'Hole!

was Peter Stephens, a squatter, one of a party formed by
Joist Hite, a German, who had settled some years belore
in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. He was a practical
farmer in all its branches and a superior judge of land. This
Hite had gone into the Velley that year, 1732, with his family
end others of his party, numbe“lng some fifty persons for the
purpose of 'entering or taking up' many itracts of those very
rich lands, the report of which was spreading wide in the
colonies as well as in the Mother country. He took possession
of immense bodies of the very choicest lands vhich he claimed
under the Indian fasion of title, being a 'tomahawk blaze'
on the trees around each tract. The grant from King Charles
the Second to the Lord Proprietor only allowed a certain
number of acres to each man with a family, under the clause
'of occupation, cultivation and possession:' but Hite entered
a maximum tract in the name of every man, woman and child in
his party. This created great dissatisfaction and bickering
during the next year or two, between those ﬂu>de51red to
settle under reguler. permits from Bryan Fairfax and Burden, the
agents of Lord Fairfax, and the Hite party. The result of this
controversy was settled by many law sults against Hite, and he

ost about one third of his entries, the present Harpers Ferry
t;act being one of them. Hovéver Stephens. continued in
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undisturbed possesuion of it for thiriteen years afterward.

'Peter in the Hole' as he was called had a history;

and a charming 1little colurm it would make, particularly
for youths fond of hunting, trapping and fishing. He was
an adept in all, although he did not pursue them as a pleasure,
but as one of his means for supporting his family, consisting
of himself, wife and three children. Game as meatl and food
. Tor man was plentiful, such as the buffalo, elk, bear, deer, -
wild turkeys and smaller birds of every kind in season; the
Potomac and Shenandoah afforded an abundance of fresh water
fish, and his traps yielded largely from the furs of the minks,
weasel, wildcat, musk-rat, ete. His furs and skins he would
exchange for lead, powder, shot, hooks and lines, with pack
horse men and peddlers from 'Baltimore Tovn' as they chanced
to pas by on their way up the Valley which was about one a
month. The principal pack man was named Peter Hoffman. He
and Peter Stephens became extremely intimate and they wvere
commonly known as the 'two Peters.' The canoe and horse boat
made by Stephens with his owm hands afforded him some ready
money; his cabin, garden, and 1ittle orchard, three acres of
meadow, with some corn pabtches, closes his inventory at the
Hole. Neighbors were few and far belween ~ the nearest living
three miles distant. He was Esquire Thomas Hamiltion, a Scotch
farmer and gentlemen from Ayrshire, and from reading about it
had determined to immigrate and settle in the Valley of Virginia,
which he did in the year 1740. The next lived Tfour miles up the
Shenandoah. His name was Billy Billy Sheeler, at whose
settlement there was a noted spring, known ever since as
- 'Sheeler's spring.' Further up the Valley where Hite and

others settled it was much more thickly populated. Peaceful
and happy, 'far in a wild unknown to public view' Peter and
his little family attended to their daily pursuits without
concerning themselves about the world or how it moved. That
they lived peacefully none can doubt as there was not a humen
being near them to quarrel with them and the arrival cof a
traveler at the Hole created quite a commotion among the v
population at large, ~ consisting of five person all told.

Peter stephens though not a Gepman had lived so long with
them in Pennsylvenia and marrying. g German girl that he spoke
their language better than he did’ his native tongue. He was
Xxind hearted, full of jokes and something of a wit; always




playful, metty and in good humor, - with all his personal
appearance was very prepossessing, and in short, was just the
man for the times, - the people and the place. No wonder,
that his name was spreading popularity far and wide; he could
collect more men within a circle of ten miles to assist at a
'log raising' than any dozen others, and was al.ays ready and
cn hand to give the new comers a 1ift.

We must not forget to mention his wife, the motive power
of the Hole, whose house of 'entertainment' was the perfection
of neatness, and famous for cornbread and milk - bacon and
eggs - buckwheat cakes and maple tree molasses. His neighbor,
Esquire Hamilton, years after, told many of Peter's sayings
that were witty and laughable.

It is to Mr. Hamilton we are indebted through his son and
the grandchildren for much of what is known of Peter. He tells
of himself that when he arrived at the Hole in pursuit of a
Valley home it was a rainy day in April, he and his horse were
very much fatigued, and he asked to be entertained for the
night. Consent was readily given; he set by the fire all the
evening drying his clothes, and after supper retired to bed
in the loft. In the morning he went to the door to take a look
at the clouds; to his discomfort it was still raining, and the
clouds looked dark and glowering. As he was using the basin,
towel and comb, he saw Peter coming from the stable and Vr.
Hamilton accosted him thus - 'My friend, does it always rain
this way here?' 'Oh no' says Peter, 'it some times snows and
hails.' After a short pause he asked him again what he did to
himself in such rainy weather. Peter was ready with his answer.
'Well I don't do much, but generally let it rain on.:

Mr. Hamilton was rather depressed in spirits owing to his
unpropitious entry into the Valley, it being so different from
what he had heard and read of its climate. His first thought
wvas to return to Philadelphia vhere he had left his family
wvith a view of settling either in Pennsylvania or Maryland, but
the weather clearing off beautifully and a long talk with
Peter induced him to remain and buy 'a good right' of three
hundred acres within three miles of the Hole. In the following
July we find Peter and others.engaged in getting out logs to
build a house for the 'new-comers.'
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As we shall often have to introduce the name of
Ir. Hamilton in the course of this narrative it will not be
out of place here to state that he was the elder brother of
Gavin Hamilton, the intimate friend of Burns so frequently
mentioned in his poems. The following lines taken from
Robert Burns dedication to Gavin Hamilton apply with equal
rforce to Esquire Hamilton, his brother in the Valley.

(See Footnote.) 'As master, landlord, husband, father,

'He does not fail his part in either.
® 4 5.8 6 0 8 8 04 E B L 4TI LY LT LSO ELETEEN G S

'"That he's the poor man's friend in need;
'A gentlemen in word and deed.'!

The land of the neighborhocd except a choice tract like
Mr. Hamilton's attracted but little attention. All eyes were
ilooking at the level land a few miles further west; and the
idea of establishing a regular Terry at the [ole for anything
rmore than foob-men although it was called the 'high-cut' never
entered into the mind of any one at that time. The principal
ferries for crossing families with Wagons were from five to ten
miles up either of the rivers. For this and other reasons, and
the very mountainous country around it, caused immigrants to
hesitate in settling about there.

In the year 1747 Peter Stephens was introduced to a
traveler on his way up the Valley, a Mr. Harper of Philadelphia.

It is at all times pleasant to dwell on the life and
character as such a man as Robert Harper, vhose energies were
all devoted to the improvements and comfort of his race., He
lived more for others than for himseli, and had his actions
been more exposed to public view than they were he would have
been considered, as he really 7as, one of nature's noblemen and
an ornanent to manking,----~-

Mrs. H. of Frederick County, Meryland, says that this Gavin
Hamilton was not a brother, but a nephew tc her Grandfather.
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Let us begin his history.

Robert Harper was born in the city of Oxford, England,
early in the last century, about the year of 1703, and in his
youth was aphrenticed to an 'architect, house and mill builder'
which business he, in his manhocd pursued. Nothing of his
parents 1s known, though we suppose they were in easy cir-
cunstances from the fact that, they hed to pay thirty guineas'
as a bomus for learning him hic profession.

About the time, say 1735, vhen Philadelphia wos gradually
throwing off the modesty of a small ceaport tovm, and assuning
instead the 'proporiions, airs and graces' of a comercial
city, he, his brother, Joseph with quite a number of others
in Oxford having heard of its rapid growth formed a company
for making 1t dheir future home, ~ they were mostly of the
Church of England, Episcopalians. All the while large numbers
from London, Leeds, Bristol, (rifordshire, and Derbyshire, were
forming companies to settle in the colonies, lloct of these were
like the founder of the colony of Pennsylvania, William Penn,
followers of George Fox of Drayton, of the Sociely of Friends,
or Brotherly Love, better knovm as Quakers. They all cettled
in Philadelphia except the agricultural portion of the Quakers;
they dispersed, some going te Chester, others to Lancaster,
Bucks and York counties in Pennsylvania, whilst not a fev, and
those the weslthlest, went direct to the Valley of Virginia,
where they made a setllement near the Opequon, one of the
branches of the Potomac river, ever since known as the 'Apple
Pie Ridge'. It is proper tc state there that there were about
forty families of these most respectable people ho settle
some few years after in Loudon County, Virginia. It was then
called end always knovm as the 'Quaker settlement'; the leading
men among them at the time were the Janney's, the \illiams's,
the Hough's, the Steer's, etc., etc. This community were from
Iincolnshire and Yorkshire and were called, as time rolled on,
graziers, their crops being  generally grass, corn and oats,
and other grain sufficient for their home consumption. The
Settlers on the Apple Pie Ridge were known as farmers; for the
reason that their staples were fruit, wheat,; rye, and other
cereals that paid'a profit in Baltimore Or Belhaven, now Alexandria.




Mr, Harper settled permanently, as he thought at the
time in Philadelphia, and soon discovered that his business
and pursuits were greatly needed in that growing young city.
In the first year his expectations were more than realized. He
gave ruch satisfaction in alterations and imrprovements, made
under his directions, in dwelling houses that vere badly planned;
and the building of 'Burby's Mi11' established a reputation as
a man skilled in his profession. He pursued his business
energetically and prosperously for the space of ten years; after
vhich, a reverse of fortune cvertool him, and as he often told
his friends, that 'everything went 'rong at that time.' The
fact was that he had overrcacned himself in atbtempting too

~ much, a bad title of his most important land purchase, and his

efforts to build on his own account a church in Frankford, then
about six miles from the city, greatly embarras.ed him. He
named it after his native city in England, the 'Oxford Church.'

In the course of the year 1740 he settled vp all his
business except that of the church, and debtermined to leave
Philadelphia forever. A truthful account of his eleven years

residence in that city would spin out his narrative to too great

a length; but it would be well worth the while from his ‘movledge
of the people at that early date, and the number of interestdng
incidents he related to the end of his 1life.

From the wreck of his fortune after a settlement +ith his
creditors he had left about four hundred guineas, and bowed dowmn
with trouble, was looking after a new home. His first idea
was to return to England but to this his wife objected, she
being a Miss Rachel Griffith, and a native born Philadelphian,
He then wavered between Charleston, South Carclina, and Albany,
New York, and finally determined to take up his residence in
Charleston, and with that intention was making his arrangements
to leave by the first seagoing vessel, This determination
greatly distresced his brother Joseph, who had but a few months

_ ,before married Elizabeth Russell. Joseph had been of great
use in all business. affairs to his brother Robert, in short,

had been his agent, in all building comtracts. The highest art

in mechanics iknown at that time was 'ornamental wood carving!
and this trade Joseph studied under a Tuscan who had settled in
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Cxford, His parents as in the case of his brother, had to pay
quite a large sum for learning him this art.

About the time he was preparing to leave for Charleston
there was being held in Philadelphia a general meeting of the
leading Quakers in the Colonies and he never thought for a
moment that that convocation could by a possibility interest
him in any manner. But strange to say it changed his purposes
end views, even to fixing his destiny, as three of the most
prominent in the Society, friends Walker, Fawcett, and Steer,
called upon him (whom they found busily engaged packing up his
household goods preparatory to sailing) with the view of offering
inducements for him to settle in the Valley. ‘alker and Pawcetd
were delegates from Apple Pie Ridge and steer from the Quaker
Settlement in Loudon County. Friend Walker who remembered as
having been a passenger in the same ship - the 'Morning Star'
from London in the year 1735.

We will now let Mr. Harper speak for himself, or 'I will
tell you his story as it was told to me,' with as much accuracy
as possible, learning it from history, anecdotes, and family
ttadition handed down for more than a hundred years.

Mr. Harper's Story.

It was a beautiful October afternoon in the year 1746
while packing up for my departure that a knock at the uoor
announced three gentlemen. I immediately went to the front
room, and one of them called me by name, saying, 'Friend Robert
allow me to make thee acquainted with my friends Fawcett and
Steer. We have heard since coming here of they intention to
remove to Charleston in South Carolina; and if thy will can be
changed at this late hour, as we see thee preparing to leave,
we beg thee to think of the proposition we were directed to
make to thee before leaving home. We know that thou art well
skilled in building mills and of which we are greatly in need
in the Vallye of Virginia. We went yesterday to see Friend
Burby's Mill, found it to run very smoothly; the wheel though
an under-shot has great velocity and power of force; the like we
wish built in our settlement, and here i8 Friend Steer charged
to employ thee for just such another for his people in Loudon,
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Tifty miles distance from us. Thee has no doubt heard of our
part of the country. It is rich in soil for grain growing,
with a very fine climate, and must certainly open a great field
for one having thy trade; and if thee will abandon Charleston
and go with us we think thee will not regret it. We will give
a fair price and pay thee in English money'.

I listened to their arguments and asked all questions
required for a mutual understanding. After two hours spent
interchanging views I consented to take my family to the Valley
in the spring, at which time, they proposed my coming.

I invited them to spend the evening being anxious 1o talk
over Oxfordshire affairs and the ‘Morning Star's' voyage with
Friend Walker to which they declined as they had to attend a
night meeting on very important business, however, we arranged
to visit Burby's Mill early the next day. If there ever was
happiness it was in my house the next night. We all made quite
a room full and every one delighted at my changed views, for
my orother and my wife's family were almost broken dowmn with
grief at the fear of never seeing us again on earth it we went
to Charleston. A residence on the Opeguon among the Quakers, as
they thought not going out of the world and that perchance
they might hear from us again at least once in a year “hen the
riends met in Philadelphia and they all had great faith in a
country inhabited by such quiet, wealthy. and wespectable
people.

The next morning I arocse early, cheerful and happy; the more

T thot over it the better I was pleesed, as it almost made sure
a comfortable living for my family and might nlace me in my
former circumstances. Again, the class of men I had to deal
with gave assurance of substantial reality, - as they used

to say in Oxford 'a Quaker's nod is no common Bond'.

We went on horsebagk to the mill where we vere joined by
Friend Burby who appeared much pleased at my determination to
settle among his friehds in Virginia and from vwhom they had
gotten their information about me soon after their arrival in
the city. After examining the mill we closed all further:
business, even to the best route for me to take in my journey
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to the valley. We rode back to Friend Walker's lodging; a
friendly shake of the hand, the kindly 'fare thee well'! closed
the interview, and the next day my Quaker friends were on their
way home,

Not wishing to unpack my furniture and clothing.l removed
immediately into my brother Joseph's house; being determined
to have no care on my mind the coming winter; and await
patiently the coming spring. During the winter I had many
calls from mechanics and others desirous of going with or
following after me if my reports of the country were favorable.
The winter passed off quietly; the most of my time being
devoted to testing the difference of force of water between
and over-shot and an under-shot wheel; the improvements I
intended to introduce in the gearing of mills; also the
advantages to be gained by daming near affluents, and other
things to enable me to give entire satisfaction in the erection
of a model mill on the Opequon.

The long wished for March found me prepared for the journey,
on the morning of the tenth I mounted my horse at the door
surrounded by many friends to bid me adieu, and a safe arrival.
Shaking hands, a full flow of tears - the final good-bye, and
vwith a light heart I left Philadelphia. The obstacles to my
pleasure were bad roads, swollen creeks, and the difficulty of
getting good stopping places at night. The best I met with'
cost me nothing, being invited by respectable farmers on the
road to spend the night with them as their guest. After six
days travel I arrived at a small settlement, with some dozen
houses called Frederick Town, in Maryland, where I spent the
remainder of the day. About dusk there arrived in this
village a German peddler named Peter Hoffman from Baltimore
Town, riding one horse, and leading two others packed with all
sorts of goods, suitable to the wants of the people on his
route to the Valley. His arrival produced a great sensation,
and in a short time children and others called to ask him if he
'was going to unpack in the morning.' His answer was, 'yes
besure, with a grant stock.’

After I had retired to bed who should come stumbling
about the rcom in the dark but the pack-merchant; and, as he
had noticed me at the supper table appeared to be anxious to
£ind out my business. Nothing daunted, he put such questions
to me in his broken English as would enable him to do so. All
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of vhich I answered quite to his satisfaction. When I told my
residence was in Philadelphia, and my name Harper, the whole
mystery with him was cxplained; he asked me without wishing

to be considered inquisitive if I was not the great mill builder
going to 'pilt a mill for the Quakers' as he had Irequently
heard so during his monthly trips to the Apple Pie Ridge; to
which I answered that is my business and expected to do so.

He then asked me the route I was golng to take, and in answer

%o this question told him that my direction was to cross the
Potomac a few miles above Antietam Creek. He said 'Ch, no

you must go with me the nigh-cut and I will show you the
grantest place you ever did see at the Forks cof do rivers.'
After describing the residence of Peter in the Hole, and the
stronger agrument that it was eleven miles nearer I consented

to go with him. Both being much fatiguea we rent to sleep.

By time in the morning he was up ready to supply his customers
who were fast gathering about *the little Inn, and after closing
his seles we started on our joirney of twenty miles for the

day. On the way I found my new friend to be a kind-hearted,
honest, jovial, well-meaning men of good judgement and excellent
sense. His description of the Valley, its future prospects,
productiveness and climate, all of which I listened to ith
great interest, made me cheerful and well pleased with prospects
ahead: and again, he spoke in the highest terms of the Quakers
on the Opequon as being fine farmers, liberal, vealthy and
intelligent. He talked much about the Hole and his ideas were
based upon principles, its nearness to the Atlantic clties,

its naturel outlet from a greath growing region  its vater
power, with other advantages were given with muen forece and
reason; and he further told me that, he thought Peter Stephens
would sell 'his right,' as he just had his eldest daughter
married into the Hite family not many miles from the Quakers,
His conversation greatly interested me, so much so that it
appeared to make our ride both short and pleasant, and the

close of the day found us under the 'pinnacle rock' (see footnote)
on the Marylend side of the Potomac, waiting patiently for

e e S T e e S

(Note--The "Pimmacle Rock" is not the highest point on the
surroundings of Harper's Ferry, but it is so-called in the Manor
Survey in Lord Baltimore's grant to Sample. ) (The writer.)



Stephens frail boat to roy us over to the Virginia chore,
then the quiet residence of Feter in the Hole.

After we cros ed the river aand reached the cavin the tvo
Peters had much conversaticn., Hoffman asked Stephens 1f he was

expected and the later ansrer 'ch, yes, many will be here to-morrow, '’

Much of their conversation, although spoken in Gernan, I
discovered was about myself and how I would make the Valley
flourizh, I began to think 'that a great mill wiilder all the-
vay {rom Philadelphia' rwst be something more thaon cormon.

As soon as the gray of the morning was peeping through the
1ittle FEast window I aroge from my bed, dressed in haste, and in
a few minutes was ascending the ﬁearest mountain, After gaining
the summit I stood almost specechless for awhile, and thea
exclaimed to myself, 'O Thou Great Being above, hose hands
but Thine could have created so much sublimity and grendeur?!
Everything the eye could rest upon loocked wild, rugged and in a
rude state of nature. Great as my astonishment that so few
had ever heard of the place; greater still that such grand
scenery, vith waler pover unsurpassed should lay there neglected
and unlmown, OFf all the places I had ever seen on earth it was

the best calculated Lo make me a happy home and Fromn that moment
was not the inducement, bul I saw, looking through the vista of
ine vastly more in it than a generous support of my family

in its great water porver, A tin horn called me to breakfast,
vhich surmons I obeyed and after it was over my friend began
unpacking his goods, as nhis customers, true to the appointed

hour were fast gathering. I conversed with several of them
wishing to know how far they lived, vhen two little girls answered
"veyond the Blud Ridge, six miles,'

I left Mr. Hoffman, his goods and customers for a long stroll
over the mountains and through the wilderness; was absent much
longer than I intended, and on my return to the house, found tnat
he had dined and was waiting for re (0 take our departure. I
hesitated and then said, 'Mr. Hoffman, if JOU‘W}ll excuse me
and Mr. Stephens ill consent it will give me pleasure to remain
here avhile longer.' Mr. H, locked rather pleased than
disappointed and answered 'oh, pesure, Peter will like it.

I tink you better puy the Hole and bilt a great nmill and it
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711l make you so much money as you please.' Tais remark
convinced me that they had anticipated my intention although
I had not said anything about buying to either although it
opened the wey for negotitation.

My friend with his moving merchandise btid us farewell with
a promise from me that we would meet on the Opequon in a few days.
An hour or two after he left us I proposed to Stephens to buy
out his claim to the land, being one hundred and twenty-rive
acres, with his ferry privileges. He told me as his wife and
children were anxious to go further up the Valley among their
relatives that he would sell provided he got his price. He
said sixty guineas. Not wishing to appear too willing to give
it, I offered him fifty; to which he shook his head saying -
'no, if I don't get that I will be buried here’.

flell, says I, Friend Peter I will give you the sixty
guineas, although it is a large sum considering you have no
title from his Lordship the Proprietor. Let me state that all
the particulars were told me by Mr. Hoffman during our ride
fron Frederic Tovm; he laughed at the idea of 'Fairfax' as he
called him, having any claim to it whatever. His hatred for the
'Fairfax tribe' was intense, and said, 'they would cheat the
devil if he was fool enough to deal with them.' The bargain
being concluded Stephens and myself went the next morning to the
district magistrate, Esquire Hamilton, to draw up the 'title bond';
and, after he had prepared it, I counted the purchase money on his
table with the bond in one hand and the other on the mocney, he
requested us to rise: - and addressed us as follows, 'Pcter
Stephens you have sold your possession rights as herein described
to Robert Harper, a citizen of Philadelphia, and I now hand you the
purchase money. Robert Harper as you have complied with the
terms as herein expressed, I hand you the title bond, and charge
Peter Stephens to put you in full possession of the same without
further notice within one month from March 18, 1747,

" As soon as Esquire Hamilton had thrown off his official
dignity I never met a more agreeable gentlemen and he welcomed
me very handsomely and we were soon friends. He from Scotland
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and I from England; and we mutually agreed to be social neighbors.
He gave me much encouragement by ctating that my success in the
Valley was beyond doubt.

Peter Stephens, myself and Esquire Hamilton with us, e
started back and when e had dismounted and gone into the house,
the Squire said ‘'well Ifrs. Stephens, here is the landlord, as
this is no longer the Hole but now Harper's Ferry!

Esquire Hamilton who was perfectly familiar with the
property requested me to walk with him to see a gingular rock
and while we were together gave me much valuable information.
Among other things he advised me to go to 'Green-vay Court Manor'
and enter a patent under ‘Lord Fairfax's Grant from the Crowm,'
and thet would settle all difficulties, as there were several
between Burden, the Lord's business agent and Stephens; he also
volunsarily offered ness agent and Stephens;
he also voluntarily offered me & letter of introduction by
Bryan Fairfax. Fortifying myself with the letter I left two
days after for Green-wvay Court, a distance of some thirty five
miles, After presenting my introductory document I was
introduced to all the family and most heartily wvelcome.

Having but little time to devote to private conversation
T commenced the subject of my business and soon discovered that
I should have but little difficulty, after paying the small sums

) they claimed of Stephens as they were very desirous of getting

rid of him, and appeared to be very well pleased at the idea of my
settling on their 'grant Burden entered my name in his book,

~ saylng the patent would be sent me as soon as the land was

surveyed, and run out of metes and bounds; which might not be
done for some months, as there was no surveyor at that time;
put he added, 'that shall make no difference to you as you have
complied with the terms.' Having closed my business quite |
to my satisfaction, I left Green-way Court with the kind w1shes
of all for Friend Valker on Apple Ple Rldge.

I need not say I vas cxpected as Mr. Hoffman the pack merchant
had told ‘them of my being at Harper's Ferry, and migh: be with
them at any moment. A few hours ride brought me to the door
of Friend Walker; to my regret the family was absent attending
a marriage of a young couple - the bride being Ann Neil, the



groom  Hlliams, the latier from the Quaker setilement in
Loudon County. However, the servants received me kindly and

talking charge of my horse, oringing in my luggage, and made
me reel at ease, saying the famlly would soon rebturn.

While alone I opened nmy valise for pen, ink and paper
and vrote the following letter to send by Lir. Hoffman, then
in the neighborhcood and get him to forward it on to
Philadelphia from Baltimore.

'Apple Pie Ridge,
Frederic County, Virginia
MaI' Ch. 24, 1’74.7.

Mr. Joseph Harper,
Second Street, Philadelphia
Dear Brol el tee . eecrorasovenrossnssocsosssoses

P N I R L R N I S O S O A I I R N R R NN NN

I like this country very much and
expect to make 1t my home vhile I live., I want you to tell Mary
to make arrangements to come on as soon as I can send for her,
and her brother William Greiffith. Tell Hollenbach 'filson and
Snyder to start at once and come to me at the Forks of the Potomac
and Shenandoah rivers, where I have purchased a tract land with
great ater power and intend commencing a mill as soon as they
get there. I don't know that my wife will like it at first
but she will if it turns out as well oo I think. It is very rugged
place, but the prospects ahead are gocd, every thing to eat being
cheap and PLlentiful,. vs e ivnerererenrosasersnsserssosersnnssnnnsas

R R R R N I A i B R S A N A A I A I I IS S A B BRI I S A IR A B I Y

Your affecticnate brother,

o2 Robert Harper.

;
Soon after finishing this letter, vwhich I had to make very
short, the family returned; and I privately regretted to hear
that they expected the Jeadlng party to spend the next day with
them, @fter the usual greebing, and giving me a kind velcome,
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ny regrets vere much relieved by Friend Walker saying, 'they
will all be here to-morrow ready to see thee.' This vas
pleasant news as I was very anxious to return to the Ferry.

Farly in the morning the friends were fast gathering;
soon the house and porch were crovded with the leading Quakers
on the Ridge. I felt like a fish out of water, being the only
one among them not dressed in drab clothes and a broad orimmed
hat.

After the bustie had subsided Friend Walker -ith eight
others joined me to confer on the subject of my business. ¥e
had no difficulty in arranging matters to our mutual satisfaction.
Our interview lasted two or three hours; it was then agreed that
I should give my personal attention two days in the week,
furnishing working drawings, plans and specifications for a first-
rate grain mill, and for which I was to receive [ifty guineas,
ten of which they paid me, which closed our business for the day.

While standing on the porch enjoying the sun, I thought %o
myself what sort of a wedding party could be going on in-doors.
Not a word could I hear, everything appeared tc be as still as the
dead of night, so unlike was 1t to all weddinge that I have ever
seen, that I thought a half dozen of our girls would make more -

‘noise than all Apple Pie Ridge. Though quietude reigned 1n51de,
it was quite different outside for the squealing, cackling, and
gaking reminded me of the 'slaughter of the immocents' and the
aenghtLul fumes from the Xitchen told plainly that there must be

yedding party somewhere not far off.

The dinner was announced and to describe 1t would be to
consume all the words known in cookery; and it certainly -ould
have relieved my 7ife had she ceen it of her principel fear belore
I left Philadelphia that I would not be able to 'get anything
but the coarsest living in the Valley.' As the day was drawing
to its close the visitors left Friend Welker's hospitable home,
where 1 was to remain preparatory to an early start in the morning.
Thet day I can never forget as one of the happiest of my life.

t early davn I started. for the Ferry where I arrived laie
in the aftgrnoon. After dismountlng I asked Mrs. Stephens 1f
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l&r, Hoffman had returned; and she soon relieved my anxiety
by informing me that he had not, as I vas very desirous of
sending my letter by him as {er as Baltimore. Uhile I was at
supper she came into the room and said, Mr. Harper, he 1s
cening, the dog knows, Leeps such a baridng and has gone to
meet him, true to the animal's instinet wio should be winding
around the mountain but Hoflman, leading his horses packed with
furs, peltries, and feathers.

Our {riend evinced much pleasure at meeting Stephens and
was delighted of serving both in our recent bargain. I saw s0
much honest friendship in Hoffman that I engeged his services
to become the purchaser of all guch articles as I should need
from Baltimore. He readily consented to take my letter not only
to Baltimore but to Philadelphia saying, 'Ven I puys many goods
I goes dare anyhow,'

I sit up until a very late hour that night writing to my
vife preparing further instructions to her, my brother Joseph,
and William Griffith, as well as loading ifr. Hoffman with
messages and business, And, after an early breakfast he left
us for Baltimore rmuch to my satisfaction, as I was most desirous’
to have my wife and the mechanics to join me as soon as possible.

In the course of the forenoon Esaquire Hamilton came to
the Ferry to see me; we went in pursult of mill cites; in the
meantinme I was giving him an account of my success at Green-
Way Court., As I had most followed his instructions after

wamining a number of sites with a great water we selected a
spot on the Shenandoah. (See footnote). :

The Stephens family were nowv preparing for their departure
which ould leave me without the means for housclkeeping; and
Eoquire Hamilton seeing this kindly invited me to take up my
quarters at his house and all our spare time was devoted to the
best interests of our neighborhood which was thinly settled, and
poorly populated. Some eight or ten miles distant,’ farmers of
means and respectabllity vwere rapldly securing choilce tracts, by

FHRHHHID NN

(Note:)--The mill erected on this site that summer stood for nearly

Tifty years and was then pulled dovmn by the Goverpment after
purchasing the property for a National Armory. The markets for
its flour were Baltimore by wagon, and Belhaven (Now Alexandria,

Va.,) by flatboats - then a very dangerous business. (The writer.)
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these we vere often visited, and the earlier szetilers mostly
ongaged rith wme thelr fall griading.

Here cloces the account Mr. Harper used to amuse his
friends vith in the glomny times of the Revolution, and up
tc the close of his life.

At the time of which we write there was a great deal of
honest simplicity of character among the irmmigrants (and native
settlers) to the Valley of Virginia, It was the custon of the
times for the earlier settlers to give %m:mrmmwsasmmv
which meant seénding them comething to ecat tefore Lhe“ covla
otherwise provide for themselvez, Some would send Zlour, others
meal, poultry, vegetables, etc., This hoble, genercus, Xind-
hearted custom was bountifully attended to in the case of
I, Harper to gladden the hearts of his wearded family on their
arrival at the Ferry. Neither did these contributions come
grudgingly as nearly a1l in their turn had rccelved the same
most welcome, acceptable and greatly needed attention.

How few know at this time +the trials, and hardships ond
privations the first settlers of our couniry were subjected
to in its early days. If they did they would know how to
appreciate those vho opened the vay for their entry into it.
Without fear of being butchered or scalped with the blood thirst

Indian's tomahawk.

In the early part of the last Ceniury (seventeen hundred)
the entire Valley of Virginia was, cwing to its productive soil,
inhabited by inmnumerable bands of savages, and what was termed
'mass' was so plentiful, that the buffalo, elk, bear and deer
vere thick as leaves in autumn, hence the attraction were game
was in such abundance for the Indians to make it their permanent,
if not a nomadic home. It is from tradition we learn that,
ennually around and near Harper's Ferry the fighting velween

vamouu tribes for the priv 1ege of hunting and fishing was most,

desperate.

It was a Tine lay morning tovards the end of the month
when all the mountains’ orest and dales were decorated with
the variegatec foilage of the scason thet a stentorian voice
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firom the Maryland shore 'hallo the boat', fell upon the ear of
old Uncle Gabe, the ferryman, ho answvered in return, 'ch, yea'.
And vho should the canoe bring over but Hallenbach to tell

Mr, Herper that his family under the charge of 1. Hoffman

were only a few miles off. But he added, 'I don't think they
will ever get here with the wagon if they have to travel over
the rcad I came for God knows that no horses ever hauled a

load over such rocks before,' Hallenbach evidently had a poor
opinion of a country with such a road, (or rather no road)

to get to it.

Mr, Herper with all possible haste crossed the river to
meet Mr, Hoffman and his family, consisting of his wife, her
brother, William (Robert) Griffith, a girl, Barbara Kline, and
three mechanics, Hallenbach, Jocabs and Snyder, After the
nost fatiguing and laborious effort meking a road as they
advanced, the party arrived at the Maryland shore, opposite
the ferry - the first wagon and horses ever there before.

A1l hands went to work unloading the wagon to take the
furniture, passengers, Mr. Hoffman's goods and the horses over
the Potomac in the very frail boat, the only meens of crossing,
Arriving at the house, a long log cabin, Mrs. Harper was
perfectly bewildered looking al the rough and wild scenery
around her, and in her astonishment exclaimed, 'I Imow how I
got in here but Heaven only knows how I shall ever get out.!
(See footnote)

Housekeeping began immediately with plenty in the house
and towards evening Mrs, Harper, Barbara and Uncle Gabe set
the party down to a bountiful dinner, their first eaten in

the Valley,

The great assistance Mr, Harper received from that truely
good man Hoffman made them lasting friends. fter a couple of
days rest the latter with his goods started for the ‘'settlements

up the country'. _
Mr. and Mrs., Harper commenced operations with a zeal that
knew no bounds. She was a perfect Philadelphia housewife; had
always managed her part with good judgement, industiry and
VYV IVIVNS VIV VIVVVIVVI VIV

(Note:-- In speaking of her arrival for years afterward she used

to say 'I did not know whether to laugh or cry.' (Family history)
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As scoon as Mrs, Harper's arrival was known among the
first to call were Mrs., Lucas and Mrs., Ryan (see footnote)
living nine miles off -~ both having seat acceptable
contributions. Others did the same and all gave proof by
friendly offerings that they were highly pleased with the
new acguaintances.,

Business now commenced in earnest with quite a number of
mechanics and laborers: - the Ferry facilities to be increased;
the roads to be improved, the mill on the Shenandoah to be
placed in the charge of TWilliam Griffith who was considered
to be one of the best mill-wrights in Pemnsylvania, vhile
Iz, Harper would have to be much of his time away attending
to the mill being built for the Quakers on the Opequon.

There is no evidence or anything to shouv that iir. Harper
had anything to do with building a mill in the Quaker settlement
in Loudon County; (See footnote marked #) but tradition says
'about that time he was engaged to erect iron work for a
lfr, Ros near Fredericksburg.'

On the first of October the following adverticement was
posted on the trees in every direction.

NOTICE

'To the farmers in Maryland and over the Blue Ridge in Loudon
County. This is to certify that all persons bringing grist to
my mill, under the charge of illiam Griffith, will be ferried
over the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers free of expense,

'Robert Harper
Proprietor of the Harpers Ferry Mill.
B T 2 s X SYRTRPTVIEVEVIVETLYY

(Note: - In the course of time these ladies became the Grand-
mothers of Edward Lucas of Jefferson County and William Iucas

of Ryan Hall, both members of Congress from their district many
years ago.. One of Mrs., Lucas' daughters married into the Harper
femily forty years after and her descents own a part of the Ferry
at this time. (Note:#--The present Loudon County was then Orange,
the frontier county of the 0Ld Dominion. After it was laid cff it
was named after Lord Loudon, a brother to the Duke of Argyle.




The ferry - the nearest to Baltimore and the mill, were
both successful beyond his most sanguine expectations., As
proof he paid off all his indebtedness in less than two years.

But few people properly ectimate, at this our day, the
great convenience, nay blessing 1o the new selilers in the
Valley bestowed vpon them by the enterprise and indusiry of
. Harper. Nor should the people of Baltimore forget his
memory for to him are they much indebted for changing the
current of trade from 'Belhaven to Baltimore Town.'! Another
nane to be pralsed ‘'in the day of small things', is that of
Mr, Hoffman who continued doing business with the Valley for
several years. (see footnote),

The winter of 1747-8 long remembered as the severest ever
Imovm in this region of country, commenced with deep snows and
Tfreezing weather in December. The Harper family at the ferry
(1ike their neighbors) were completely shut in from the world
by the snow clad mountains, hills and vales: - deep drifts in
the ravines and glens: - the ice bound rivers and the buried
roads and paths: For two long months they heard nothing but
the sound of the spinning wheel and the music from Hallenbach's
violin mingling its notes with the music of the speres; - hence
they all longed for spring with a strong hope that it would
at some day come. It was dreary indeed and particularly so
to a family spending their f{irst winter out of the city. The
weather continued intensely cold until late in February, when
a melting thaw commenced accompanied with such tempestuous rains
as to threaten the world with a second deluge, (See footnote #)
and in a few days the rivers were swollen so high that the family
had to remove their household effects into the barn on much
higher land until the waters rcceded.

N HHRHHHINIION
(Note :~~This Mr. Hoffmen had a son, his successor who became a
merchant of importance in Baltimore, The son rearved a family of
most respectable and highly esteemed children; and was the principal
agent for what business was carried on between the Valley and
Baltimore. He wae Mr. Harper's flour agent.)

(Note #:--The great freshet has often been called 'the pumpkin
flood'. This is wrong as the latter did not happen until 1753,
then in October and not in February. The Indians near the head-
waters of the Potomac and Shenandoah and their tributaries, always
housed their pumpkins by the first of November; - therefore this
highly esteemed vegetable among them could not have been seen
floating on the waves in February in sufficient numbers to give
the flood a name. But Mr, Harper long ago settled the doubt by
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seying 'I was never driven out of my house by high wvater but once, and

’ i ing after I t ot vt t flood i
ﬁg%gu%%gk1§ntEe4g?yl?%ng? ﬂagy)oough vhe ferry! 'Agrea ood in the



“hen the flood had passed off early in larch, 1748, two
vouths with three assistants crossed the Shenandoah to see
itr. Harper. The younger tcld him that he was directed by Bryan
Fairfax and Mr. Burden to survey and lay off one hundred and
twenty-five acres of land to be patened to him by Lord Fairfax.
The extreme youth of the surveyors astonished ir. Harper and he
then thought of Peter Stephens admonition 'to beware of the cunning
of Fairfax and Burden'. The survey was made and Mr, Harper was
much relieved after learning that the young men were on thelr way
up the Valley to survey one hundred tracts to other parties.
The heirs of Mr. Harper until recently were of the opinion That
the 'two boy surveyors were both nephews of Lord Fairfax, but
a late publication shews who they were. (Extract from Campbell's
history of Virginia, page 458).

'George Washington now devoted himself to his studies
especially the mathematics and surveying. The marriage of his
brother Iawrence Jashington with Miss Fairfax, introduced
George to the favor of Thomas, Lord Fairfax, proprietor of the
Northern neck who gave him an appointment as surveyor. He was
aow 1little more than sixteen years of age. After crossing the
Blue Ridge the surveying pariy, including George Fairfax entered
e ~rilderness wheve they were exposed to the inclemnecy of the
season and sub ected to hardship and fatigue. It was in the
month of March in the eventful year, 1748. Snow yet lingered
on the mountain tops and the streams were swollen into torrents,
the survey land lay on the Shenandosh, near the site of VWinchester
and beyond the first range of the Allenghanies on the south
pranch of the Potomec, about seventy miles above Harpers Ferry.
This kind of life was well fitted to train young Veshington for
his future career, etc, etc.'

After the party had surveyed the Harpers Ferry tract they
proceeded on thelr journey up the Valley, They cormenced laying
off five hundred acre itracts about sixteen miles from the ferry;
these were choice lands on the Bull-Skin creek purchased by the
wealthy Tarmers of eastern Virginia, (See footnote). Washington
performed his duties so well and acceptably and so much to the
setisfaction of the purchasers that the President of illiam and
lary College the next appointed him a public surveyor as will

HRAPIIHIARHHINHK ‘
(Mote:~-This creek so named in Lord Fairfax's patent for the reason
as he said, 'that the two masters George.covered themselves at night
with e bull skin while surveying near i%.)
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be seer by a continuation of the foregoing extract,

'Appointed by the President of William and Mary College
in July 1749, a public surveyor, he continuved to engage in
this pursuit for three years except during the rigot of the
dnder months. Lord Fairfax had taken up his residence at
recen~iay Court thirteen miles southeast of the site of
Vinchester. A graduate of Oxford, accustomed to that society
in England to vhich his rank entitled him, fond of literature
and having contributed some numbers to uhe Spectator, this
noblemen, oving to a disappointment in love had come to
cuperintend his vast landed possessions embracing trenty--one
jarﬁfe counties, and live in the secluded valley of the Shenandoah.
Here Washington, the youthful surveyor vas a Trequent inmate:
and here he indulged his tast Cor hunting and improved himself
by reading and conversing rith Lord Fairfax

Although Mr. Harper's land .as surveyed in March 1748
he did not receive his patent for more than tio years after;
put under the advice of Esquire Hamilton, the dictrict megistrate,
he went on ecarrying out all his plans as origirally intended.

It is somewvhat out of place here to state that the vriter
wvas summoned by the Secretary of War in the month of October ,
1854 (as a member of the Harper family) to attend a re-survey
of the Harpers Ferry tract,

One of the best surveyors in Virginia, - a Mr., Trotter
of Avgusta county was epployed. After he preformed his task,
he remarked to the witnesses, addressing the writer, 'I have
never followed a more accurate survey, either in calls, line

or quantity.' This, from such a surveyor as Mr. Trotter was
highly complimentary to a youth (Master George ashington,

aged °eventeen) who had made the first ourvev one hundred and
six years before. And another strong proof of ‘the greatness
of 'America's first 01tlzen.

After this date, 1750, Herpers Ferry. began to attract
atvention. It vas the nearest point to Baltimore, lfe, Harper's




favorite market and the Valley lands were fast being settled
upon by substantial farmers. The laws passed by the assemblies
of Virginia and Maryland for the opening and improvement of
roads, added greatly to the convenience of getting to, and from
the Valley, viz Harpers Ferry., The farmers were soon enabled to
send to Baltimore their teams loaded +vith flour, pork, {eathers,
and other country produce,

In 1763-4 Harpers Ferry became a 'fixed rfact' as the
General Assembly of Virginia, then holding its session
(Sce Henning's Acts of As embly) in Williamsbuvg, zranted
1. Harper a charter, establishing his ferry by lav, and fixing
the rate of toll across it, - which rale was never changed.

Time was pessing on and all the vhile the Valley was
increasing in population greatly to the advantage and profit
of Harper's Ferry, - now the popular route to the Atlantic
Cities. Many Germans were settling in the 'short hills' -
ranges of the Blue Ridge, south of the Shenandoah in Loudon'
County. Others, Scotch, English, and Irish, were establishing
themselves on the Maryland mountains, known then as Sample's
Manor. Seversl of the latier were charged with bheing deserters
from the British Army and escaped convicts., This may or may
not Le true, but certaln in is that many rough and tumble fights
grew oul of such charges made against them. The principal
business of the later was digging iron ore and cutting wood,
for the Antietam and Keep-Tryst Iron Works, then but recenily
established. About a dozen of these setilers on Sample's Manor
built their cabins on the topmost peaks of the Maryland Heights
opposite Harpers Ferry: and were mostly employed by Mr. Harper
in his various pursuits. They were people of a much better
class than those living nearer the Iron works, some few riles
up the Potomac river. They numbered amcng them several
families, the Corduroys, Athevs, Tribbetts, Bridgemans, Crutchleys,
and others from the highlands of Scctland, and this may account
for gelecting a home on the highlands of Maryland, near the
Potomac.

By profession these men were gardeners, shepherds, and
weavers, and in the course of. time, the Maryland heights became
famous for fine fruits and vegetables, The spurs of the mountain
around abounded with wild flowers, blackberries, horileberris,
and chesnuts - hence it was no wonder years after (in their after
life) to see the youths of Harpers Ferry clambering up the
mounteins to spend a happy day with the 'old folks over the river.!
How well we remember, though fifty years since our kind friend
launt Betty', the wife of John Cordurcy, (called Corday), a
gardener by profession, - a soldier for force; and it may be
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possible that, to get rid of the latter calling was the real
cause of this Scotch couple, making their home in a lonely,
desclate, wild, uninhabited mountain.

It will please the writer if no one else to say something
more of Aunt Betty, because it will show gratitude for kindness
in the past, and place her nane cn a page of history forthe
very few to read; a very Tew indeed now alive remember her.
(See footnote).

(Note:--The writer visited Harpers Ferry in the autum
of 1865 and could find but two (very aged) citizens vhose
mernory ran back to the days of Betly Corday, or any of the
carly settlers on Maryland heights. This reminded him of the
solemn truth that death is only a question of time: - as every
living thing must die. Falling to learn anything additional
about them, he can only say in this note, what he recollects
hinselfl,

Betty and her man John were the most noted couple on the
nmountain; they were paired 'tis true, 'bult nol exactly matched.
He was tall and slender and she in size almost a dwarf; he
talked but little, was quiet, retiring and sedate; she was
at all times pleasant and communicative, particularly after we
had placed in her hands our contribution as the 'sair-won fee'
in payment of free use of :the: archard and garden for the day.

She was devoted to her native land and from 'song and
story' quite familiar with the history of Bruce, Wallacc and
Chieftans of less note. Her admiration for Rob Roy McGregor
knew no bounds as she had been taught to believe that her
Grandfather was one of his principal clansmen. She would tell
us (the lads) much about her early recollections of home and
the cause of her coming to the colonies,

Here is her story as she used to tell us: 'That she was
born on the estate of a nobleman, the Duke of 2 that her
grandfather's house was three miles from the castle where John
was second gardener: that she was a great pet of the steward
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who kept her wants supplied; that he asked her one day as

John had been paying her attention if he (John) vent to the
colonies as a soldier would she marry him and go along: that
cshe shouvld have plenty of money and any quantity of fiae
clothes, and that the ladies of the castle would cach one

make her up a package of beaubliful things as a fererell present.
With such flattering offers and prospects - a husivand, fine
clothes, and money, Betiy consented to accept. After the
pronises were fully carried out the newlymarried couple were
sent on board the transport ship lMars bound for Virginia where
they arrived in the lower Potomac in Avtumn 177--. To curtail
her story as much as possible we must pass over the next two
vears with the single remark that John preferred a secluded
life in the wildermess to the hardships of a soldler; therefore
it is no way strange to find him hid away on the llaryland
heights in Sample's Manor to spend the balance of his days nursing
his fruits, vegetables and {lowers.

How well the writer recollects then Aunt Bettly as dressed
up for the occassion in the guady attire, fashionable in the
reigns of Queen Arme and George I -- doubtless the off cast
clothing given to her by the ladies of the castle vhen leaving
Scotland.

It 1s now more than {ifty years since this couple 'paild
the death of nature'. Thelr remains were deposited in the little
graveyard on the Maryland heights which sad spot has long been
erffaced from sight by the plow, the harrow, the scythe and the
sickle. The briar, the scrubpine, the wild rose and voilets
have given way to fallow and stubble, and no one alive can pint
with certainly and say 'there is the spot'. Though lost to the
world, their memory still lingers in the bosom of the writer,
avay from thelr native land, their graves obliterated, thelr
nanes 'unknowmn, unhonored and unsung' it is his prayer that
their bones may rest quietly until the last {rumpet shall arouse
them from their long, long sleep. ;

What would the forefathers on the mountains have thought
if told one hundred years ago that in the year 18663 a greet army,
vwith heavy artillery would shell Harpers Ferry and Bolivar Heights
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from over and above their graves, Yes, from the very spot
where thay thought the world could never find them. (end of note)

The German settlers on the 'short hills', the Neers, Beltiz,
Demorys, Yertys, Jacobs, Nisewangers, Conrads, and many others
vere g different sort of people. They were industrious farmers
and paid but little attention to anything going on in the world
but their cown business. Thelr hatits were plain and simple:
selling everything and buying nothing. All their business was
transacted by Mr., Harper through his agents Hoffman and Company
Iin Baltimore.

About the year 1765 many distinguished families from Eastern
virginia commenced settling on their land in that part of the
Valley now known as JefTerson'! Frederic, Clark and Berkeley
Counties: they were the Lees, Burwells, Jashinglong, Throclkmortons,
Pages, Dandridges, and the Rutherfords, Lewis', Pendletons,
Sinclairs, and many others of equal note. They all became very
extensive wheat growers and the rapidly iancreasing farm products
of those very rich counties, with Harpers Ferry as the outlet
soon made it a place of prominence, and its progress was owrard
until the braking out of the War of the Revolution, at which time
Mr, Harper was considered a man of fortune and of sufficient
influence to divert a large share of the Valley trade Irom
Belhavey to Baltimore.

The war of the Revolution, like all other -ars, made heavy

drafts on labor and unsettled the business of Berkely County,

as also retarding the prosperity of the whole valley. All the
nen of suiteble age joined the army leaving none at home to labor
except by sex, age, and infancy. This was consildered the. 'Banner
County of Virginia', not only lor the gallanitry of the officers
and men, but in addition, the number it supplled. The officers
were the lorgans, Derk, Van-Svearingen, Glenn, Shepherd, and Bettinger.
The 'beeline to Boston men' and the ‘hunting shirt company, were
. both from this county. The number of volunteers and recruits from
it as taken from the muster rolls of the State credit Berkeley
County for the whole war witn three hundred and twenty--two men,

- tut few of this number ever returned, among the latter vere
John Pearce, Sebastian lledlar, and Jacob Neer, quite famous in
after 1life in and arcund Harpers Ferry. We may have to speak of
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them hereafter as J. P. was the {irst schoolmaster ever at

the ferry and gave the writer of this his first lesson. A%

the commencement of the struggle for independence lMr. Harper
opposed it with all his ability believing it impossible for

the colonies to contend successfully against the pover of

the Mother Country. He felt sorely the effect of rebellion,
business was daily falling off; the impossipility of getiing
sldlled labor, the destroying all social intercourse and his
admiration for the British government vere some of his reasons,
nothing that he could say satisfied the people of the Valley

and they all declared that he as under the inlluence of Dunmore
and Fairfax. However, his opposition did not last long, the
exactions and quarterly calls on him by the crown officers-in
Virginia for a heavy percentage on all his geld and silver as a
loan Lo the State in aid of the Royal cause soon cooled his
erdor; and with a view of saving as much as possible from the
hands of the collectors he advised his wife to take, conceal

or bury out of his sight or veyond his Inowledge and contrpl the
jarger portions of all moneys received in his business. This
plan worked very well for several calls from the collector !
although the end was sad and anything but profitable. As
requested, his wife buried or did away somewhere unknowvi 1o
anyone but herself such sums as she received for concealment,
and the following most serious misfortune will show why the
nidden treasure was never found.

Mrs. Harper, always active in business affairs (and much
of the ferry toll was paid directly to her) a prudent, industrious, .
managing woman, while engaged at her housework asgended a ladder
from vhich she fell so injuring her that she nevéf spoke after:
wards, and died the next day, aged about geventy. Under some
earth or stone, the undiscovered treasure remains where concealed
up to this time, now nearly ninety years.

When the loss of this money vas made known and for years
afterward there came astrologers. diviners, horoscope men,
fortune tellers, etc. to find 1t, but without the good Tortune
to gain such & prize: the sum all the time:dncreasing in amolfb.
uatil it got to be almost fabulous whereas the whole sun buried.
as stated by the heirs was less than three hundred dollars. The -
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vriter in his youth confesses himself Lo have been a money
nunter.

For thirty vears previous to the Revolution li. Harper
enjoved as much contentment in his wild, romantic home as
usually falls to the lot of man. But under decree of the
Supreme Ruler of the Universe it is not intended that His

reatures shall enjoy unalloyed happiness on this carth, for,
were it go, we would scon forget that there is a far bvetter
world attainable, and to vhich we are invited, beyond the

grave. Hence, for some wise purpose his many years of domestic
happiness appeared to be on the wane as Death, that insatiable
harvester, was cutting dovm nearly all those nearest and dearest
to him. Within the short space of three years (from 1775)

he lost his brother Joseph, in Philadelphia, and his nephew
Robert Harper, jr., died in the same year in England. His wife,
far advanced in age loct her 1ife by a distressing accident,

and his long esteemed friend, Esquire Hamilton, was killed in
his presence by falling through the rafters of the well lmown
(01d stone house) then being built and still standing and
accupied at Harpers Ferry.

The unfortunate death of Isquire Hemilton, the just,
dignilied, and popular district magistrate for thirly years
(having received his cormission from Virginia's greatest
Colonial Governor, Sir William Grooch. )"
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o ~ Harpers Ferry o

5. 1884, October 22 - A 1ist of U. S. proio
; at Harpers Ferry

‘Armory at Harpero Ferry and ix 116t bf the



This . 1ict of the Government propewty at Barpers Ferry which m A
 sold om the 1st and 2nd of September, 1852 was compiled by . . ¢
J. P. Noffsinger from information located in: National Arehives, e
Iashn.ng‘bon, D. G., RG 121 Public Bmldings Service, Deeds From .- -
nited Stetes vnarg Ferry - Qrdnange Office, n.d., n.p., - _~5«  '
bound volume c. 15" b 4 26" The block and 10t numbers refer to . -
the 1869 mep by S. Kowell Brovn. See Appendix, Part C, item 13.

- SALE OF 1st Ann’znd szPTzuBER; 1852
224 lots (51 purchased by Amry 'orknen)
Bloek . ‘ Lot
2, .3: 4, 1’5: 6, 7 ST

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

5 Shenandosh Street

1, 2,3, 4 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 Camp HILL

2, 3, 4, 9, 6, 8, 9, 10 Shenandosh St:reet
1, l;, 5,"6, 7 Shenendoeh S‘treet ' '
1,3, 4, 5, 6, 7,_8,“§‘ca-p'ﬂill"

1,3, 4, 5 o

H o H @& WM WY Y6 a . ow >
&

ey
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31,,";‘ 2, 3’ 4 5
1, 4, 5, 6, 7 | | |
3, '4, 5, 6, 7, 8 3-1/2, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15 ca-p Hill
1,2, 3,5, 7,9, 11, 12 13, 15, 16, 17, 20 camp am
7;’9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16 Cemp Hill Sl &
7,9 Camp Hil1 R
1,2, 3,4, 5 6,7, 8,9, 12, 13, 1, 15, 16, 17,18,
19 Camp Hill A | Sy I

"1',”2,)3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 8-1/2, 9, 9-1/2, 10, 11, 13, 14,

'l, 2, 3, 4, 5,6 ‘7Caanill'
1, 2,7, BCampHill |

Block
M
N
0 1, 2,
- Q
v
W
x
z
. 2 .

1,2, 314: 5,
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This 1181: of houses exist:tng on ﬁoverment property at Harperu

Ferry which was sold in 1869 was compiled by J.-P. Noffsinger
~ from information located iu: Washingion, D. €., National chhiven,
RG 121 Public Buildings Service, Harpers me -Abatement Cages .-
under Act of June 14, 1878, Box No. 388. The lot &nd block num-
‘bers refer to the 1869 mp by 8. ﬂovell Brom - See Appeudix, e
Partc, item 13. S

1. A, l. Thomes J. Boerley- A large stone hot“aa

S : : ~ 'wags on the lot when it was _purchaged. .
Improvements from. 1869-1878 :lnéltﬂc L

e : © . cellar & a stable. - S
2,0 A © "19, Patrick Deley- A brick Bouse
ST 0 lot when purchased~ Improvemer fz-o
11869~1878 inelude a porch'which ecost .. -
-$274, and repairs io the moﬁng- Thc '. o

S . . walls were badly cracked inaide. b

3. A 20, Mary D, Cochrane- A brick bouse was on
o <% . " +hilsg lot when purchased.’ Iupa-ovments
1869-1878 include roofing, néw porches, :
. fenecing; “timbers under the house, flooring,

. doors, eashes, windows, spouting, plaster~
~. ing, painting, etec.

4 B . 3. M.T.C.A. & James G ‘MeGraw- . A’ brick house
SRR T I ~ was on this lot when purchased. It was
AT T % . - . in poor condition- From & gtatement by
SRR : e e Mr. S. V. Yantes dated Dec. 2, 1879 ihe
- building had been condemned before the
- Wer of 1861~ 8 new building was built -
-+ ‘elong side of it at this time (1857, 8, A,
7 or 9) which obstructed the ligh'bs-thcrgfore; SR
L the Gov't. intended tearing it down, SR
.. Statément by Jesse W. Graham-Dec, 1;-1879
gives 8 desdription of the house as i't LR
would have tppaared hed MoGraw nat rcpaired
it, - Seys thei the Supt. of ‘the Army .
m,j Byington lived in the house 1n e, 1858

: i’"froofing, feneing, %rick pnvuont, eiatern,
“brick supports in the tellRmr for
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Built an ice house and a stable.

The house had been badly demaged by
floods in 1870 and 1877~ the walls of
brick cracked, the floors were lifted
out of place and the fences were svept
off.

5. AA 1. Daniel Ames- A stone house was on the
lot when it was ,purchased- Improvements
1869-1878 include repairs on the house,
cistern, wall, and pump house. .

6. AA 2. Polly MeArthur- A brick house was on the'

' lot when it was purchased- house was in .
bad condition. From a letter signed by
James D. Butt-Oet. 21, 1879 "...house

" had been used for a horse stable by US
Troops during the War and’ one half the
roof was gone."

From & statement signed by M. Sponsell
‘ chas H. Trail and R.A, H---?7"
...and heard statements from citizons
of good repute and who were employed by
McArthur to repair the house in 1869.
They all state that the house at that
time was not fit to live in-That nearly -
all the roof was gone. The floors out,
partitions gone, steps and window sills
out and that the house was but a shell
and that workmen were engaged nearly
all the winter of 69 & 70 in putting it

: “in good order.”  dated Nov. 4, 18'79 n

7. Northof - =

. Shenandoah St. = 1. Joseph D, Holnec- A ‘large s*bone heuse

: ' ‘ (warehouse ?) was on this lot when it

. was purchased. Repairs 1869-1878 to roof -

end porch— Also a new outbuilding.

8. Weger 6 Acre
_ Reservation 21. Mrs. Bdith O'Donnell- A stone house was
v . on the lot when it was purshased. Im-
pi*dvmnts 1869-1878 include porchea ’

‘inew floors, windows, sashes, doors, - -
: plastering, pa.inting, cistern, and fancing

9., Wager 6 Acre -
Reservatti%p‘,_' 22. Edward M
O lot at dnte of purchase. ]’mpmwta
1869-1878 inelude roofing, fences, put in
new timbers, glass, doora,bunda and -
oubbnildings.» L i




10. Wager 6 Acre
Reservation

26.
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James McOraw- A house was on this leot -

at date of purchase-Improvements include

a back porch, stonework under the house,
put in new timbers to support the house, _
built a new stable, .
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This 1list of the Govermnent property at Harpers Ferry which was
s01d on the 25th of May 1880 was compiled by J. P. Noffsinger
from information located in: Washington » D. C 3 Natlonal Archivea ,

‘RG 121 Public Buildings Service, Dg 3 yeT's
i n.d., n.p., ‘bound volume c. 15" x 20"

Fexxy - Ordnance Qffice,
The block and lot numbers refer to the 1869 map by S. Howell Brom
See Appendlx Part C, item 13. :

: S‘&LE BF MAY 25, 1880
Sold by Act of June 1878 to cancel certaln contracts of 1869

71 lots and certain‘timber riﬁght_s;_- v

2, 35 4 ,.
1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6
1,2,3, 4,13
4
5, 6
‘g
9-1/2

B = How W 0 o= b e ko oa w g
o - S 5=

cc

¥

e



BLOCK wr
FF 2,3,4, 5, 6, 7
GG 3,6 |
g 6, 7, 8
a3 4, 5,10, 11, 14
KK 1, 3, 4, 16 "
LL 2,3, 5, 6, 12
o 3, 7,9
iatef 6, Acre Reservation 27

North of Shenandosh Street 1, 3, 4, 7, 8

Bluff of Lot 1

Shennandale Tract - 512 acres
(US 1813 Fairfax)
Timber Rights

Also Timber Rights for 1395 acres
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These lists of Covernment properties at Harpers Ferry were conpiled
by J. P. Noffsinger from information found in: Washington, D. C. R

National Archives R Public Bulldinga Service, Deeds From United
: Fe : f'e,nd,np,boundvolme

ec. 15“ x 20", The block and lot numbers refer to the 1869 map -
by S. Howell Brown. See Appendix, Part C, item 13.

June 1, 1880

‘Releases from lien
BLOCK LOT
: KK - 4 -
North of Shenandoah Street 1, 2

June 1st, 1881 - Sale

BLOCK LoT
FF 2, 3
KK 3

M 4,5




This 1list of Government property at Harpers Ferry which was sold
on the 22nd of October 1884 was compiled by J. P. Noffsinger from.
information located in: - Washington, D. G. ’ Natlonal Archlves p
RG 121 Public Buildings Service, Retaip B the
United Steteg, Volume 13, n.d., n.p., bound volume c. 12" X 3.8" T
The lot and block numbers refer to the 1869 map by S. Howell Brom .
See Appendix, Part C,item 13. L

SALE OF OCTQBER 22, 1884
by Act of July 4, 1884

73 lots + vﬁvary 8 purchase of water power gf_c_‘, _

6, 10, 11, 12, 13

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 15, 17, 18, 20
1,2,3,56,7,8 |

BLOCK
B
" H
1
J.
P
Ky
R
v




" BLOCK = | | L LOT

o | 9, 12, 13
K 2, 5,9, 10,11, 12
| IL o 7,‘8,'9,'10,111 |
North of She_nandéah Street 5,6 o

Water power ete, - Ihom.’,Savery

--Wager 6 Acre Reéew&tion 18 s 2 -

N ERE
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List compiled by J‘ P. Noffsmger fmn 'Barry, Joséph (pseudo.
Jcsephus Jr.), Annals : g Fe, : : _

SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE U. S. ARMORY AT HARPERS FERRY, W, VA,

1796-1810 Joseph Perkins
1810-1829 - James Stubblefield
1829-1830 Colonel Dunn
1830-1837  General George Rust
1837-1841 Colonel Edward Luchs
1841-1844 Colonel Henry K. Craig
1844-1851 Major John Symington
1851-1854 = Colonel Benjamin Huger
1854-185, Mejor Bell

1855-1858  Henry W. Clowe
1859-~1861

1861~1861 = Alfred M. Barbour
1862~ Captain Daniel J. Young

MASI‘ERARM)RERS

1810-1829 . Armstesd Beckham
1830~1849 ~ Benjamin Moore
1850-1853 Samuel Byington
1854-1858 Benjemin Mills
1859- - - .Amstead i(. Ball
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3.

4.

5.

7.
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, John Wager Area. ﬂarpers Ferry, Va.," traecing.in ink en tracing

- 1835 plat of Wage

' HSTOFSO!ED{PGRTANTHLPSOFHARPERSFEBRY

Washington, D, c. » Na.tional Archives, War Depart.nent Records, RG
153, Judge Advocate General's Office Reservation File, West ;
Virginia, Harpers Ferry, "Plat of the two Patents to Harper

with the lines of conveyance to the United States." [fllustra— :
tion No. 13 of this reporj] . ‘

Philadelphia, Pa., U. S, Department of the Interior, National . .
Park Service, EODC, Drawing No. NM-HF/3004, 1 sheet, no scale, -
oszalid reproduction of the plam, "Plan and Section of a Canal -

‘at the Lower Falls of the Shenandoah River; its junction with tho
“_Public Canal at Harpers Ferry and the necessary locks Surveyed

N, King & Leon Harbaugh February 1803 for the Potomac Gonpany “
llustratian No. 1 of this report v o

Baltimre, Maryland, Baltimore and Ohio Railfoad Con sy Library,
portion of ms map of. Haxpers !’erry, n.d., no title, nustration
No. 2 of this reporg . :

Baltlmore, l‘hryland, Baltiuore and Ohio Railroad Conppny Library,
portion of a "Map showing the Routes for the B & O Railroad,"
signed by Benjamin lLatrobe, "Engineer of Location and Construction,"
n.d, . /Tllustration Nou 3 of this ‘report/ )

Washington, Ds Cey U. S. Department of the Interior, Natlonal
Park Service, History Division Library, Map No. 3950.3, "Harpors
Ferry, Virginia}; Partial tracing of Frederick, Berkelsy and :
Jefferson Counties, Va.,* showing approximate position of
Harpers Grist I{ill 1809. , ﬁhis map was not loetfted :m the

Washington, D. C. ’ H. S. Department a.f the Intenor, National e

Park Service, History Division L:Lbrary, Drawer VIII, Case B,

Map No, 3950,5 (scale: 1 inch & 4O perches), "land Purchased dtt'“

“Based on a map.of June, 1825 by James Mo

Harpers ?arry, West.}

\" Records at Harpors Ferry Natioml .
Monument, trating [

“NMHF 3076 by A, W. Franzen based on
[1lustration No. 1k of this report/

Philadelphia, Par ev, 8. Department of the Interior, atfonal =
Park Seryics. JHODC, - Map No, M'SOQ"&, ‘“gdstorical Base Maps -
1 d mductions : ) ‘gheets as foll.owex

Sheet 1, Map A. *P1sL'of Harpers Ferry Exhibiting the
hlita o:t‘ thc grmmd requisite for the passage of the




a0,

lﬂ.nchester & Potmc Ra:.l Roa.d through the ‘rmm, =
Scale: 1 inch = 100 feet, ' _ S

(2) Sheet 1, Map B, "Plot of Barpers Ferry h:hibiting the A
‘limits of the ground requisite for the passage of ‘the . =
‘Winchester and Potonac Rail Hoad through the Town,™  * " .
Scales 1 inch = 100 feet. ﬁllustration No, 7 of this- -

. B. Sheet. 2, "Hap of Harper's Fex-ry ‘Shewing the Locatlon of the
Winchester and Potomac Rail Road,” Drawn by Lt. ‘White, It. = .
* Allen and It. R, S, Smith of the U, S, Aray under tho diree-v
. tion of Jms Kearney, Lt 001. and T, E. ' . .

o :_‘fc. Sheet 3, not 1ew.ed. o | .
k 90zpm13d‘lma, P‘v, go So Department Of the Int@d@r’,”

" ‘Park Service, EODC, Map Ko. NM-HF 9000, ozalid repred
: Novmber 1956, 2. sheets as follows. , R

g A. Sheet 1, "lcap of Harper' s Ferry Shewing the Isocatian of the
Winchester and Potomac Rail-road," Drawn by Iieutl White,
. Allen and B,'8, Swith, U, S. Army, Under the Birection of -
‘ » : 7 - James. xeamey, It, Col, and T, E., 1835, Traced from a Lo
',; S gl;;zograph of the oa'iginal uap by Ph, Petri, Soptanber l, R

v

2 B. Sheot 2, ume tith u Sheet 1, axcept "No. 2" replaces "Nb. i I

z -10. FvGettyshurg, Pa., ﬁational Park Sernce, Gettysburg m, Everhartfu;i:r B
| i file; "Map of Harper's Ferry:Prepared in conplhnee with a letter . ..
= o te l&jor Syuington April?a’z, 181;3, ualp

n.p. s usalid repro~

) . L . ! i ’ ‘k
ef of" Ensineers, RG Y7, £
JC 'ctober, l95§7 5 .

tme) 7 In 'or, Natiml
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1, 'Philadelphia, ,Fa. 'y U. S. Deparbment of the Interior, National
- Park Service, EODC, Map No. NM HF 9001, "Map and Profile of a . . -
line surveyed for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad ascending the ' ‘
. Potomac along the tow path of the Canal Belonging to the = .
Government Works in Harpers Ferry," October 24, 1870, no scale, ORI
: photostated copy, loeation of origlnal not knovn. ‘ Illnatration-;ﬂ
. No, 10 ‘of this repo - ‘ ‘ o

15. ?hiladelphia, Pa., U, 5, Department of the Interior, National e
, Park Serviee, EODC,.Map No. NM HF 9002, "Gemeral Plan Harpers L
Ferry to Sandy Hook," lknown as von Lindenberg's Map, traced = -
1892, seale 1" % 2001, ‘photostated copy, lncation of origiaal FIS SE,
"‘,not knmm. [fllustration No. ey ot t.hia repo _— e

lé;_;}"l‘hlhdelphia, Pa., b, 8, Deptrtmnt or t.ho Intorior, Ra.tional '
' Park 3ervide, EODC, Map No. NM-HF 9003, "Plan Showing Right of
%y, »B“ilding’ ‘and Tracks narms Ferry, WQ Va.,’ Bo & Qo R- Rl
. Main line district, Shenandoah division, Main line, Office of
~ the Dist. Engr M. of W., Baltimore, Md., Pebr: 19, 1913,
- Sealet 1. imch.= 50 foet, ozalid repraduatd.on. llugtration llaj.’ 12
of this reparg ‘ R

Phlladelphia., Pa., U. S. Depart.me | 'f;the Interior, Nat:.onal

.- Park Service, EODC, Drawing No, NM-HF/2005, 1933 Survey of Harpers
©  Perry, Bolivar Heights, by Sanborn Map Co,, N, Y., May 1933, ./ =
s aeale. am = 100%, & gho’otn; ozalid repmduabion July 6, 1952.

8 ‘Phihdelphia, Pa., U, 8 }Departnent of. thg Intcrior, Natz,onal
. Park Servics, BODC, Drawing No. NM-HF/2003,.War Dept., Corps
»of, mmeers, Y.:8, Army, West: Virginiuﬂirginia-l{arylmd 1:31,680,

Charles Towa Quadrangle-¥irginia-Maryland-West Virginia, Harpers K
Ferry Quadrengle /1944 2/; ozalid ‘Tepreduction NQ‘Wlberg 27, A95L,

is, Pa,, U, S.J Dtpartmeht of the ‘Interi*ar,‘
| Dc lﬁp ﬁo. NK-HF 3@55, ‘j :

b Hi G, Edwards, mnsed F
,by A. W. ?ranzen, «_#rbrised March 21 ‘

ineering Co., 1952
;;;.lhp Co., 1933

"epared by E!e::arvy‘*G,.E Edmds L
Jmma entitled:. Dlﬂ.dins
£ Storles, Sq.




'flwashlngton D. C., Natlonal Archives, Offlce of the Ghlef of Englneers Reoord
Grouﬁ 77 Fortlfleatlons flle, drawer 150, part of sheeL 2.5 no scale ( ).

R L L i . I

._ILLUsmArION 0. 1 : R ;‘ _ |

"Plan and Sectlon of,a Canal at the Lower

Detail from a map entitled







252. Baltimore, Maryland, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company
Livrary, Portion of a S map of Harpers Ferry, n.d., no
title. ‘ '

ILLUSTRATION NO. 2
This map shows Wager's bridge and the tow path

for the canal.
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" 553:  » - Baltimore, Maryland, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company
: . Livrary, portion of a "iap Showing the Routes for the B & O
. ‘Reilroad", signed by Benjamin H. Iatrove, Engineer of Loca-
%ion and Construction, n.d.. ' :

TLLUSTRATION NO. 3

This map shows two bridges, thé Wihchésteffand Potomee
_.Raiirbﬁd line; the B & O Reilroad line and‘the‘center line
‘of the ﬁew‘proposeg B & 0 line, the two argenal buildings,

thé;armory buildihgs,,and ‘the parapet wall. .







254 .

.?washlngten, D. C., National A¢ch1ves Records of the National
.7Park SeTV1ce Record Group 73.

iLLUSﬁRATION o, 4

Photostated copy of detail from a mép entitled: "Plan

B “of the proposea Junctlon of the CANAL at the‘lower.Falls

 0; Shenandoah w1th the Public Canal at HARPLRu FEBRY and

the neCessary Locks for descending into the;Potoman River."

Surveyed and leveled by N. King and L. Harbaugh, February,

1803. Note Wager's six acre tract with tavern, the armory

bulldings, the arsenal and vhe ferry house and lot.




p—

-

"Plan of the proposed junction
of the CANAL at the lower
Falls of Shenandoah with the
Public Canal at HARPERS FERRY
and the necessary Locks for
descending into the Potomak
River Surveyd & Leveld by
N King& L Harbaugh Feby 1203
for the Public & the Potomak
Company"

1ﬁo scale, This is a detail
from the map. Washington,
D, C,, National Archives,
Records of the_ National Park
Service, RG 79

A dll-‘- “-‘ B ol i -
PRl iy s /

Poroma




555+ . Waghington, D. C., U. S. Department of the Interior, Nationel ‘-
o . Parl: Service, Histcry Division Librery, Case B, Drawer VIII, ;
Mop No. 3950.5, iracing in ink on tracing paper oy ?
. Based on a map of June, 1825 by James M. Brown of Jefferson
County. ' ‘ '

TLLUSIRATION NO. 5
Copy of a tracing entitled: *land Purchesed of thnj
B deer Aréa:,Harpers Ferry, Va." - ?oint‘"g“ represents the

old house in which Robert Harper lived and died (See p..7).
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- Sheet 82~£,
Jlnchesterfi

Q,, Natlonal &rchlves Records of the Office of
jgineers, RG 77, Fortlflcatlong Map File, Dr. 150,
Jap‘of Harper's Fervv Shewing the Locatlon of the
nd ‘Potomee Railroad®, 1835

dash*ngtan,'
the Chisf :of

SI TION G 6

,; Thls map detall showu the new and oid arseaals ﬂager's;'

0r1dnekathe buildlng ﬁsed by General Rust +he Pajm@ster's

» and ot 'x 1nterest1np deLalls,




"MAP OF HARPER'S FERRY

SHEWING THE LOCATION OF THE
WINCHESTER AND POTOMAC RAIL ROAD

7Y

Rl e
SABL
/f //;/ﬂ;‘./‘”h-f”:ll'. : )
I ’4),; !!,J‘

Drawn by
Lieut® white, Allen, and
RS Smith, U S Army

%
7
V_/ ik z-% 47

B / s 775 % R
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Under the direction of
James Kearney Lt Col and T.E.
1835"
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ﬁhis is a detail from a photo-
. stated copy of the map. Located
“¥ in Washington, D. C., National
S8 Archives, Records of the Office
B of the Chief of Engineers, RG i 4
A=SE Fortifications Map File: Dr 150,
(NS Sheet 82-2/
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LT

»Wash*ngton, D. C. y Natlonal Arch ves Reéords of the Of;lée of e
.. the Chief of Englneers Record Group 77 Fortif*catlons Map Flle,
" Drawer 150, Sheet 78-1, th A, o

S ILLUSLRATION o,
Rhotostated copy of-ﬁ ”Plot Of Harpers Ferr*"
“Shows pfoposed wmnchester and Potomac Rallroad 11ne through

the town Two arsenals are snown (see p- 43) Note also

=

fuhe Iﬁster Armourer and demaster houses.;,?




PLO'T OF HARPERS FERRY

Exhibiting the limits of the ground requisite for t'hepma.gve.-
of the Winchester B'Potomu ail Road &1rov.:3h the Town .
\
\rchives,

[Map from Washington, D. C., National R it
ineers \ RG 77 ),

hecords of the Cffice of the Chief of Eng i
Fortifications Map File, Dr. 150, sheet -1 Refsrenc s

Cround requ.'mite forthe Rail Read. .

Seale 100 Feet to thelnch.
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Ha;oe »s Ferry, W. Ve. , Mrs. 1. T. MeDonald (owmer), "Map

- of Haﬂpers Ferry by 3¢ Powe*l Jrown, 1852

ILLUbemTION NO. 8

This is a deteil of the 1852 surveyor S map made
for the sale of ~overnment'p“operty»(see p. 42). This is

perhaps the onlj copy of this map in ex1stence Note

Wermuag Stroet (see D. 23). lep vas located oy Archie W.

Franzen, resident architect at Harpers Ferry.



"MAP CF HARPERS FERRY
by

S. Howell Brown D.S.
1852"

Scale of Perches

Scale of Feet

_ [Tnis is a detail of a photostated copy of
a map, NM-HF 9005, National Park Service, EOQDC,
120 South Third Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa,



259, vetional Archives, Washington, D. C., Records of the Office
‘ of the Chief of Engineers, RG 77, filed under date, no
number assigned [October l95§7 "Harpers Ferry, Prepared
“ by Bvt. Brig. Gent & Bvt. Mai. Genl A. A. Humphreys, Chief
of Engineers and under the Authority of the Hon. Sccretary
of War, 1867, Scale of 3 inches to 1 Mile".

ILLUSTRATION NO. 9
" Tpis detail of & map shows the general ‘topography
around Harpers Ferry including Loudoun Heights, BQliVar Heights

"and the Civil War fortifications.
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- pnllugelphla Pa., U. S. Dep&"tmeht of the Interior,'ﬁational'

Park Service, JODC, Map nunber NMHF 9001, "Map and Profile of
a line surveyed for the Canal belonging to the Government
works in Herpers Ferry," October 24, 1870, no scale, pnotom
st ted copy location of 0;1 nal not xnomn _

ILLUSTRATION NO. 10
- This is a deuall of the’map whlch shows the 1ine ;
‘o ”veved for the B & 0 Rallroad throuﬂb Haroero Fe"M Noée
locatlon of o¢11d1n~s tlli hammer shop and the Uﬂlued States
Ax moa;; Canal. . The- date of the map is Octooer By 1870, dustv
afber the flood of September 30, 1870 Whlch lasted bwo days

and vaShed away +the covered brldge belonglng to uhe “ﬂllIO&d'

‘ (ber pp. 51—52)

e




BALTIMORE .A.ND OHIO RAIL ROAD |
ASCENDING THE POTOMAC ALONG THE TOW PATH OF THE CANAL ) / o=
Bplumiilm to the Government Works in e 5 '-:-r
; A
Llavpeors forn / ol - |
s 7(’ e U : S 404/’ See 5-24-12 and 1-9-4 (Oricinal Hard Cooies) Q ‘t“"’s
fQ O (Ot lse ot »
.ﬁq?a: 4 7 (f)@ T N ¢



)

1.

Philadelphia, Pa., U. S. Depertment of the Imterior, llational
Pariz Service, EODC, Map Nudber NMHF 9002, "General Plan Harpers
Ferry o Sendy Eook" knovm as ven Lindenberg's lbp, traced
1692, scale 1" = 200", photosteted copy, location of original
not knowm. :

ILLUSTRATION NO. 11
This detail of the map shows railroad tunnel,

railroad lines, Government canal and C. & O. canal.



Harvers Ferry to Sandy Hook

Scale in feet

WET T

[inis is a detail of the map, NM-HF 9002, «
known as "von Lindenberg's l-p,-n.d., j o
| National Park Service, BODC,

120 South Third Street, Philadelphia 6, Po.'? 3
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Phlladelphla Pa., U. 8. Depariment of the Inteflor,'National
Park ‘Service, EODC Map Kuaber NMIF 9003, "3 & O R.R. lkin.
Line Dlstflct Shenandoah Division, Main Line, Plan showing
nghu of Way, Bu;ld.ngs and Tracks, Harpers Ferry, V. Va.
Office of Dist. Engr., M. of W. Bal imomw, Md.", Febraur 19,
1913, Scale 1" = 50", reproduced tracing, lOCaulOﬂ of O‘lblqal

not rnown

ILLUSI‘RAT ION NO 12

“hls is a detail of the map which shows the maln’

brldges and several of the buildings 1n the aowntown area,
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062, Vashingtonm, D. C., Iatlonal A chlveo, War De0ﬂ~tment Records,
' Recor d Group 153, Judge Advocate General's Office Heservation
File, Viest Virginia, Harpers Ferry, "Plat of the iwo Patents

o Harner w1th,the llneo of conveyance to the United States".

ILLUSTRAIION NO. 13
Photostated copy'of the plat of two of Rooer
lHarper's patento (see pp 6 8 and 9 See qloo umner Trens-

.crlbed Documents items 1 5 and b)




(2

a

{{" ﬁhis map shows the two patents of Robert

Harner conveyed from Lord Fairfax on the 25th

of April, 1751 for 125 acres and on the 19th

of April, 1762 for 92 acres. The two squares

marked "Reserved" indicate the ferry landing

and the "Wager 6 Acre Reservation." John

_ R Wager's (husband of Sarah Harper) land is

e A NN ‘ also marked off with a note stating that this
; N passed into his hands by a deed dated the 15th

. ' of June, 1796. Finally the land owned by

- Thomas Rutherford, which was deeded to the

A, 2 ! U. S, on the 20th of February, 1797, is shown.

: , B

®
o ’ ) -

Aol e art o 2V Pt 4

\-.- N

V . No scale. Washington, D.C.,National Archives,
- Rnhig: .da-...;,,«.q,/d-» 2 Msao. B ? War Department Records,RG 153,JAG0 Reservation
o s File, West Virginia, Harpers Ferry
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wepers Ferry, W. Va., Records et Harpers Ferr Hational

Lionument, tracing NUM-HE 2076 by Archie W. Franzen of 1835
plat of ieger lous.

TLLUSTRATION HO. 14
Photostat of tracing of original Wager plat of
1835 (See op 9 and 15). lote lots marked "old house" and

‘"mew house".
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CHARL TOWN WEST VIRGINIA By
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PART B

265,




Gettysburg, Pa., Gettysburg National Military Park, from the William H., Tipton e
collection, "0ld view of Harpers Ferry," n.d., enlargement from one of a pair of A
steree negatives on glass, .

PHOTOGRAPH NO, 1

This phot.ograph shows the elefated» tracks of ﬁhe railroad in the foreground
with the U, S, Armory buildings immediately behind. The building on the left is St,
Peter's Catholic Church, while the’one on the right is the Episcopal Church,
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: = ~Get.tysbarg, Pa.. s Gettyaburg !ational Mili’cary Park, fron the Williaa H. Tipton col~

o Vlect:n.on, n.d. s phetographur unknoﬂn.

L PHOTOGRAPH No. 2(,'

g*‘¢ Helghts at the 1eft. o

The Un:l,ted Statea Armory g.nd Arsenal.» Thg'«ﬂgvi is “‘t“a’d,uith Mﬂl?hnd o







© Gettysburg, Pa. " Gett.ysburg National lﬂhtary Park, from ‘the Hilliam H. Tiptcn col.. '
| lect:.on, n.d., ph°*'°8ra~pher unknown. . S _

PHO'I‘OGRAPHNO.3'> , nL . R D
© View of the tmm of. Harpers Ferry. taken from t.he haights of the south bankF'

| of the "Shenandoah. H. S Arnory buildmgs and railroad may be atem on t.hc right

hand pa.r’b of the photograph. : Archite“ct A W. Fra.nzen dat.es the view soma tims

between 188" Wd 1392. L . ‘, | "




r.




,.,‘Gettysburg, Pa., Gettysburg National Military Pa.rk s from the William H, Tipton col-
"~ lection, n.d., photographer unknoun.

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 4 |
Shpws entrance to U."S. Armory and some of the buildings, The«buildiﬁg
in the left foreground is the 'faned *John Brown's Fort" (the fire engine house)

in itse original vposition.v ‘

*692
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s »Balti_mre ’ Md., Baltinora and Ohlo Railroad conpany Library, n.d. > photographer

morocma no. 5  A L | |
| This photogra.ph showa "John Brom's Fort" after its return fron tha -
'World’s Golumbian Expos:.tion (1893) and before ita renoval to Storer Cellege ~

campus (1909). B N TR S o R




HARIUEK > FEKKY

A FEW MILES FROM

L

THE SHENANDOAN RIVEL

SANRKRS O}

ik

A IT NOoW STANDS ON

OWN'S FOoRT

AN |



EP

" Philadelphia, Pa., U. 'S, Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Eastera

. Office of Design and Comptruction, photographic files, "Harpers Ferry National Momument,

" John Brown's Fort, Storer College," EODC neg. mos 225, photographer: C. E, Petersom, ..
August 1955. : U T e e e e T e T

g

)

“campus in 1909, Note the mew foundations,

T

This photograph shows nJahn Bréux)‘p?l"okt‘?“"a;viﬁ‘ wasplacod on Sﬁorer College :
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Baltimre, Hd., Ba.ltwre and Ohio: Ra:.lroad Company Library, "The rederal caup on
Bolivar Heights, 1862, Fron a photogra.ph, or;gmal source not knom. .

A .

| PHOTOGRAPH NO. 7

_ v ‘rhis photograph shows "Camp Hill" dnring the Cinl War (see page 17 and
paga h?). | : . o




THE FEDERAL CAMP ON BOLIVAR HEIGHTS,

From a photograph

18062



- Gettysburg, Pa., Gattysburg Nat;onal Hilltary Park, fron the Hilliam H. Tipton col-
: 1actlon, n.d., photographer unknbwn :

T rele

PHOTOGRAPH No, 8

» View across the Shenandoah looking south. Jefterson's Rock is in the
fbreground (see page 9) The hause in the axtreme upper left corner of the
phc%ograph was the houso of the guerrilla Mobley. -




Del . Mar.id ‘19‘1___
o e




e e

270 Howells, John Mead, Lost Exam les of Colenial Architecture,
‘ ’ New York, 1931, plate 51 /Unsigned note on National Park
Service print states "incorrectly labeled. Actually this
ig Harpers Ferry, W, Va."”

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 9
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Gett}sbu_rg, Pa., Gettysburg National Military Park, from
the William H. Tipton collection, n.d., photographer unknown,

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 10
View along Shenandoah Street. The Catholic Church

is in the background,
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SOURCES NOT INVESTIGATED




SOURCES NOT INVESTIGATED

It must be stated here that much of the material
which would ordinarily be found in a search of thig type
was upnarenuly destroyed in a flTe‘ét the Wer Office on
Novemver 8, 1800.

If additional rescarch in~the National Archives )
is contemplated, it is suggested that‘théufollowing sources
e exemined: |

1. RG 77--Records of the Office of the ChleL of Englneers
Stack 8W . ;

2. RG 1u7——%ecords of the Offlce of the Secreuarr of War
Stack 8§ (4 few items in RG 107 were examined during
the research on this report) ' ~

3. RG 121——Records of the Publle Buildings: Service
 Stack 18E (Records of the 1384 sale and also
2 deed books)--A considerable part of RG 121
was utilized in the preparation of this report.

4. RG 159--Records of the Offlce of the Inspector General
Stack 8w

Other»possible sourees inglﬁde:
1. RG 50—~Records of the Treasurer of the United States
2. RG 56—nGenera1 Records‘ofrthe Department of the Treasury
3. RG 74 - Reéofds of thé Bureau of;Ordnance
4. BRG 92--Records of the Office éf the Quartermaster
General-{L few ltems In RG 92 were exemined during
the research on this repowt)
5. RG 94--Records of the Adj utant Geno:ml' Office
6. RG 153--Records of the Judge Advocate General's Cffice

(A few items in RCG 153 were exemined during the re-
search on this report
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7. RG 156--Records of the Office of the Chief of
QOrdnance (A few items in RG 156 were examined
during the research on this report)

8. RG 206--Records of the Solicitor of the Treasury
In order to provide a more complete picture of the

history, ceme additional items should be located such as: a

* copy of the Royal Grant given to Lord Fairfax for the Northern

-fNeck of Virginia; the patent from the State of Virginla to

I e i A e e e o e L

Israel Friend; the patenis from Lord Fairfax to Robert Harper;
. map numbered 3950.3 (see Appendix, Part C, item 2) and the de-

" sign of an armory by Benjamin Latrobe.




