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" No. 57

 WHITE HALL

-~ :(Building No. 7)

Location:  ﬁ0n the weSf side of Potomac Street, on Wager Lot 15,

- subdivisions 2 and 4, and behind (east of) Building
“'No. 15. PR e Lo
Ownership Frederick A. Roeder (1847-1874).
in 1859: o o :

Use in 1859: Probably a drinking house known as "White Hall" and
.~ the upper floor as a dwelling. S

‘Appearance in 1859: Building No. 7 was constructed in 1838-39 by
William Anderson &s a one-story stome structure with a cellar and
a slate-covered gable roof. . Designed for use as a warehouse for
Anderson's.store in Building No. 11, Building No. 7 was originally

, .. 24 feet wide and 40 feet deep. At some date between 1847 and 1852,

) ' Frederick A. Roeder,. the new owner, added a stone second story to

L the house. In February 1856, he sold the 24 foot wide by 2@)foot

deep portion of Building No. 7 which fronted on Potomac Street and
that section of the lot which it stood on to the United States.
The Government then demolished that portion KBuilding No. 7 it )(
had acquired in order to widen Potomac Street to a 40 foot width.

In 1859, Building No. 7 was a two-story stome structure with a
slate-covered gable roof and a small end chimney at either end. Set
with the east gable end fronting on Potomac Street, the building was
24 feet or three bays wide and 20 feet deep. On the first story the
window in the right-hand (morth) bay was adorned with exterior louvered
shutters, the wide door in the center bay lead into the drinking or
tavern room that occupied the first floor, and the taller door, topped
by a rectangslar transom and located in the left-hand bay, gave access
to the stﬁﬂé\s that led to the living quarters on the second floor. X S?"/Hﬁg
There were three windows in the second story and a fourth window was
centered in the attic story of the east (front) elevation. All win-
dows had 'six over six lights. The exterior of the first story was
painted white in the period prior to 1856.
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Historical Use of Building No.r7, 1839-1865:

1. 1839-1847: ‘Used as a one-story warehouse for the store in
Building No. 1ll. : L

2. 1847-1856: . Second-story added and structure used as a 7
drinking house known as "White Hall". Living quarters
were located on the second and attic floors. - e

3. 1856-1861: No definite record, but probably still used as
drinking house for Armory employees of the musket factory.
Second floor was possibly the residence of John Fitzpatrick,
a stone cutter. S T :

4. 1894: Used as a saloon.

Historical Photos of Building No. 7:

1. HF-55, 1865 photo: Just to the right of the John Brown Fort
can be seen the front (east) elevation of the second and attic
stories and also a portion of the center bay of the first story.

... The first story walls are painted white. L TR

2. HF-379, circa'lé82-1886 photo: bExcellent view of much of the
front elevation of Building 7. First and second stories now
painted white." !

3. HF-100: John Brown Fort in 1889. A portion of white-paintéd
Building No. 7 is visible. ’ :

4. HF-57, 1889-1892 photo: A very fine closeup view of the entire
front (east) elevation. ' '

5. HF-96, 1896 photo: Made from Maryland Heights, this view shows
the roof and front elevjtion of Building No. 7. The left door )(
has been eliminated and replaced by a window. All windows have
been adorned with louvered shutters.

Sources of Informatioh:

Snell, Charles W., "Historic Building Report, Part II, Historical
Data Section, for Building No. 7 - White Hall," dated March 30, 1959,
21 pages, 5 maps, 6 photos. (HF-52). ’

Snell, Charles W., "Historic Building Report, Part I, for Building
No. 7," dated October 1, 1957, revised January 29, 1958, 15 pages, 3
maps, 1 photo. (HF-2) Contains a detailed history of the ownership
of the lot. ‘
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Puiliding No. 7

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by

Acting Superintendent Raymond L. Ives
Uctober 1, 1957
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- HLSTORICAL DATA-

- Bullding No. 7

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by
Supervising Park Histovian Charles W. Snell
October 1, 1957
{(Rev. Jan. 29, 1958)
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REPAN

BUTLDING H0e 7. 1829 - 1892

Building No. 7 is the -hite stoné building stamiing
to the right of the John Srow Yorbe Sxiidings No. § and 9
can be sem over the ieﬁz axd oL the Fort and to the left of
the Fort. Dates of Photo est: lished zs follows: WForth
removrd from 6rigiml 3.o<:‘atimﬁ after 1892, Ruins of Qx‘mcz‘v
wall in front of Building No. 7 and along strest in this
phote, are shown intrmet in si ilar view of 1889 Floode |

- {See Harpers Ferry Hegative: I =100)e

Fhotograph by Te Ae Flyan, Phobographer,
- Box 31 Harpers Ferry, We ¥a» and Washingtong DeCe

Harpers Ferry Ho Me Hegative Ho: HP=57
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5, Conclusions and Hecosmendationss

Since this report was first submitbed on October 1, 1957, additionsl

* documentary evidence has been found which throws further light on the

construcbion ond uses of Buliding Hoe 7o It hes buen established thet
Williws Anderson purchased Wager Lot No. 15, subdivision 4, on October
28, 1837, and that betwsen that date snd July 1, 1839, he hed erected a

stone house, now called Zuilding Hoe 15, on this lot ( seet "Historlc

Pailding Report, Part I, for the Flrst and Secend Harmion Tenant Houses,™

‘dated Jonmary 27, 1958, ppe 15«17 for a detailed presentatlon of this

new evidencede It 1s thersfore highly probable thal d\iring; this sama
periody 1037=1037, WRllins smlerson also dagisnmi and eprested 1:7‘1331‘.3.;‘31;':‘;,;1
Koe Ts vhich stonds on the smee lot, as a shong Warshouss. In any case,
4% has bean established dn thds :ep»fmt that Fudlding é!-c:. 7 wes stamiing
end being used Ly inderson 83 a warehouse on ey 30, 1846 In 1847
Frederick Ae Rocder purchased the structure and used 1t watil 1856,
when he sold off part of Bailding To. 7 to the United States Avmory, aa

5 worehouse, Uss of the structure from lS‘jStle:{:ﬁ has not yet been

~established on the basls of documenbary evidence, bubt it was probably

68311 ubilized by Hoeder as & weheuée.

in the census for 1360, Rosder listed his mi‘éssim as an confeciionory,
which mgy explsin the usés to which his bulldings, Hoe 5y T, and 16, wers
pute It seems most probable that Baildings Hoo .5 and 7 were wtilized by

Roeior either as warehouses for the siorage of the supplies and products

- of his trade, or that perhaps one of thum, Milding Noe 5, wus used &8 &

S0P
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Tne pale ond vesalbing locs of 35 feeb of Romim®s worehouse, dldlig
Hoe 7p in 1856 to the Armory, waoy also bave vremultel in the consbruction
of Building Noe 5 o replace this lost ﬁtfmég& Sphci,

firther Heseswch Beouired: A careful and canplete search of the ncﬂmp@wrd

fram 1837 to 1261 should reveal further data on the uses, and gwnﬂm aluo
the censtruction of Ethilzii.ng Hoe Te Additional infow: fz-t:u.;ﬂ o a‘%;,&lsmng
will certainly also be found in the 184050 correspondence of the United
States Arvmery that hazs been cmeer@i en miwmi“llm fron the Hetional Arcehives.

Restoration and Historical Sispificanced

® enly restoration, snd not reconstrustion, will be required on the exterior

31&1&3,1’1&, Hoe T wos delinitely a ;m‘t of the 185 9»153 5 historic sceng

Ty ey NPT A SRR, I SRR SR fo e X R Tty T
being locabed adjocent 4o the origing 1. loeabion of the Mdohnm Uk

ks far os is now known, howevers bhe bullding was nov clepely sssocisted

with the John Brown Raid in 1859, c:;thw then porhaps b @.fmg:; ghrack by

bullets from the Raiders' gunse It is therefore rowmmanded thal tha
exterior of Ruilding No. 7 be restorsl 4o w 1859 sppoaysntes i&t ig
also beliwm that from en architectwreal péiot of view, the mcieamor of

this sty x:*t‘n*e; in the main, is substantially as it was dn 1859 Thareiore,

L

£y

- of this structures

=

Fomuenent Use of the duildinse

»

milaing Lo. 7 is locabad »105@ ‘o t‘m o:eis*mal locstion of the "John

o

Brown Fort , to which site the Hational Park Sevvice hopes to return the
Pordy  lee 7 i alse situated adBacent to Bullding Hoe 9 and &, where

we plan 1o present cxhibite thst will relste ths events of the frown Relde -
Onee bthe Fort has been wlocétmi %o its original position, this area wili
unlouitedly become one of the yrine vieiber atiractions in the Homanertb.

-"13“‘_

-
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Bullding Yoo 7 1s alse locabed along tha rm‘w ulj uwed by visltors

coming from the 1~ailma£i station to ths Fonumont - g
uéez:_i by a considerable nux bar of school groups wisitl ng Uhe area
each yoar. : _

It ig therefore r.eéezriﬁendad that the interior of mz,czing Hoe 7
be utilized us & visitors seasonal rest room for wonens ‘fo be buse:z

for this purpose enly during the heavy travel ‘season and closed during

‘the cold geason of the year. This plan wuld eliminate the nesd for

. the installation of any heating plant in the butlding and no restoration

or reconstruction work would be attenpied en the in’tzr;rim' of the
structure, = only rehabilitation to 71t 4he inkoricr  un for use e
rast ruox.‘s being required, ‘ ‘
(Hote: Under this plan, visitors vest roams for men would be located in
Building Hoe 5 )e , T B '

If this plen is not adopted, I would then suggest thet the interior
of Building fos 7 be stripped to a shell, and visitors not be permitted

- %o enter the structure,

Chsrles Ve Sno 211,
Historian (Park Lawrmsory)

January 29, 1958

T - -

=
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~Copy to:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Region Five

421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

- - vy o
ASTERN OFFICE
BDivigion of Dacien &
Consiruction

FEB 20 1958

| Ghisg 2 _Jivazes

14 Architect

XU H Avchitect -y

| Pmgincer

| Landscape Arch.

L Adm, Officer

, Proj. Coatro? OFF,

| sutety Tngmans

February. Fig 05 do 8
- i hxtm'premﬁgz‘y
Memorandum Z i
To: ‘Director fﬁ/;29
From: . Acting Regional Director
Subject: Part 1, Historic Building Report, Harpers Ferry NM
Bullding Bo. 7
.. In accordance with FO-11-56, Historic Building Report,

we have assembled and are distributing herewith Part I of the

subject report.

Data Section was deemed unnecessary by EODC.)

The report consists of the following sections:
Administrative and Historical Data Sections.

(An Architectural

This report should be reviewed by no later than Magreh 3

1858

In duplicate

Attachment

.

Our comments will follow.

/’
-

;&,—1-/\——(/‘“
" George A//?

M

Acting Regional Director

T

—

" Supt., Harpers Ferry, w/c jreport

Chief, EODC, w/c report
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Begion Five

EASTERN OFFICE
Division of Design «

Construction
421 Walnut Stxeet J0RE.
. Philadelphia 6, Pa. MAR 20 ‘9,??‘
A it 3
Architect e 3

i

March 18, 1918

Lantzeane Avohitact

!

4

&
2

Engineer
. . ) 1 2
Memorandum v N\ .,.m}! i Ao
k,‘z&\f"; Proj. Controt OFf. =
: 1Ssfety Toginesr N
To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Honumant sy :
‘ Perosmmel Qlficer 4

From: Regional Director

Subject: Historic Building Survey Report, Part I
° Building Ko. 7

This office has reviewed the subject report and offers

. the following comments:

l.  We approve the proposal in the Administrative Data
Section for rehabilitating the subject structure.

2. We vecomwend deferring consideration of its pro-
posed use as a comfort statiocn until further study and planning '
has been made for the area as a whole, (At the moment, we are
inclined to the opinion that comfort stations might best be pro-
vided in connection with branch museums, such a& the John Brown

branch museum, or even in reccastructed authentic outhouses -~ with

modern plumbing within them, of course.)

(Sed) Basiel J, Tebiy

Banlel J. Tobin
Regional Pirector

In duplicate

'Copy to: Director

Chief, EODC ¢
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1. CUNERZHIP OF I5D LaliD, 170831874

The porticn of Wajsr Lot o. 15, subdivisien &, now cecupled by Bldwm,

No, 7 was owned by the Wager Fumily frem 1782 to 1857. On October 28, 1837,

gukbdivisions 4 and 2 of Lot He, 10 weze sold to ¥illiam Anderson. MNee Andere

gon pald $1,012,80 for Bo. 4 and £1,610.00 for lo. %» The incation of these

B
=)

lots way ba seen on the 1846 and 1848 plats that appear on the next two pages
¢f t&ié yeports On Hovember 2, 1847, Andexson sold a porticn of subdivigion
4 thst fronted 2¢ fest on Potose or North CILff Street by ebout ¢5 fust in

depth _w Prederick fucustus Koeder for $1,000, On Fabruayy 13, 1836, Roeder

suld a plece of this propsriy ihat frentsd 94 fest on the street by 25 fowt

ﬁéa@ te »tiw Und bed States for 51,700 The Guvermmmat scyuired this peruion
of the lot iée order to widen Potemac Sireet te a forty foot width, thus eregt-
ing koth & wmm" street and & fire lene hetween thas ltusket Factory shops sii-
nated on !;z*miy preperty and the private huildings locsted on the Wagey 8ix
fego Leservation. (See “e* on 1855 plat in Appendix I of this reperte)

- ¥r. Boeder and his heirs xet&im&_tﬁ‘de to th@ remaining pieve of the
lot from 18L6 to 18%.3 A _

| 2. DIBLY LSt OP THE U7, 1803-areh 81, 1838

rast
’.’fh@,\f}mr aubdivipions of Lot Ho. 13 weye the site of the #aypers Feryy
Hotel? from 1803 until Barch 31, 1838, subxdviston 4 probebly conteined Riloly.

and other cutbuildings for the service of the main givucture. 4his speeicus

1, For a detailed and documenied study of the gwncership of this loi, see
Snell, Charies we, “Historie Building Bepert, Peri I, for Bldge tles 7,7 dated
Getoher 1, 1957, yevieed January 29, 1958, ppelede. For the stoyy of the wicwe
inc of Potomae Street, aee Sullivan, Ayihur L, “igtory of Wager Lots Ho.
17 to 34, 1782=1868,% dsied February 18, 1959, pp.2l~237. Also Snell, Cs Yeg
FHiigrorical Study of Wager Lot hoe 18, 1887-1856," dated epteshber 2o, 1HEE,
i)d\&‘ 18"2{3&

-?51‘
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eid frane gtructure was erected by the Vager f&sai‘!éy in 1803 and was leased

'by ihom over the yeays to varicus tavern kosperle

A\

3, CORSTRUCTION OF PLOGe Y0. 7

On Cetober 28, 1857, the old "Harpers Ferry Hotel® and lot was divided.

Jamong throe differenl oWnRIs. Lot Noe 15, subdivisions & and &, were paychassd

by ¥illiem Anderson, sakdivision No. L by Hrs. Ann C. Stephenson, and gubdi-

lnfon § by Philip Coonss The old hotel hullding itsell had been leaned by

the Jeifforson Couniy Court to Hige jsskella Pltzsipmons from April 1, 1837,
3 )

te March 81, 1838, Thus the three new Cuners wers unable to tcst:;‘h the old

stenoturs until the loase cxpirede Yhis [act, however, did nob hindex them
from meiing plans for congtructing pew buildings en their rewently acyuived
properiye "

Thug in November, 1837, ¥illlam Andevson and hig brothez, Basuel Do fo-

dayson, and Dr. George Be Btephenson, the oldest gun of ¥rse Ann G, mapham

‘gon, jolntly adveriiseds

T *IOUSE PUILIERS LOCK GUT

We & Se Bo Anderpon and George Zs Sturmhongon will receive proposals une
£41 Yhe 16th of Daw, 1837, for the wuilding of o bylex housas, each 30 by
40 Fact, thres stories high, with cellars of stone (These would be Bldufe
11 and 153. Alge twe sione houses, cach 94 Ly 40 foet, with cpilaxs, one of
them 16 be one (Hldge Hos 7}, aad the othor two stories high (Didye Ho. g~
81} to Lo covered wilh glaide. Ta e commenced on the lst of dpril mext (il
and fintrhed by the lst of Decemboy followinge & plon of each bullding mas o

gaon at ihe store of Ws & Se Be Andexson (ihdeh was then located on Yagey Lol

8, Tor detailed history of Harpers Fexry Hotel, 1805-1838, gee Snall, Co Vs
" storie Puilding Report, Part I, for Dldgse 5O. 10 end 104, the Joba Lo
Unseld Dulldings,” dated May 28, 1958, ppeelle o

8. Zhiday elle

o e



Ho. 51, at the coxnex of Meh and Shenandoah siyeetsl. The proposition for
ssch building to bs meds geparately, and Bay be made for Heagon wors ang the
Joinerés wors gupasately or jegether, fox gach baildings Cash will ba fuz-
nighed at any time for the puxchase of material if desireds” 4.
Bldge Ho. 7 liko Dldgs. Eos 11, 12 and 15, was undeubtedly conpleted

$n 1838, The new houge w8 & ene story ctone huilding witheaooeller and sials
yoof that fronted 24 fgpet on Potonse Dtreet and was 20 foot deep. Hldge H0.

7 wse designed for use 8G & warehousse The ground plen of the ilding may

o sesn on the 1846 and 1048 plats on paged I and 3 of this report.

e

ALTERATICHS T0 T PUITLITICE, 1847185
" In Novenber, 1847, Fredsyiek e Soeder parchased Yoortain ware hasse
;‘:smgﬁxw, a‘cauumvg Lne BELN R Ww“ R N TRt P I S
'iéé ;ot being t@aiywﬁmx feet wide aaéi forty £éwe£ 1008, » 0 siDolucding any por
'i;i.a;; or gi-:ip d“ growad é&i@h pay lie belwesn the end of mi:i ifaifahmiasa and
the alley Trotonse Streol)eed” gyom Willlen Anderson for -%3,6&3«? s 'ea"ili
he proven b'ir the evidonce that f&k&%ﬁ, the aa‘*it;;im:}. front of Bldo,. Eﬁ; 4
mast have been located epprozimately £ive font from the edye of the old al-
ley or Potomas Street, making the actual oricinel total depth of ihe lot dn
2{3%‘7 ghout 45 fest, It e.}.t;a appears that hetwmen 1647 snd 1852 Mr. Hooder

4, Nizoinis Fros Preos, November 6. LE57, DeB, Cude Tor jocation of the

Andlergon siore in 1837, so¢ Saelly Ce Wee #11 mtovie Mailding Site Durvey B
for the Roah He Swayne Lot, Wager Lot 5o 51,% dated July 24, 1558, ppedede

%, Yo direct evidance has been found on when Eldge Boe 7 was comple
Lardy bocause 83 it wes & warahouse, thers would e no yoamon to yonl
hags boen esiablished ihat Bldose Bos 31, 12 and 1§ were a1l comploted in o
shero Le, therefoxes Re Feasalh ro deubt that Bldge L0 ¥ wag not completes Gl
cording te pchedules , . :

«

6, Deod of De & Sey Andeyson to Roeder, Revenber 3, 1547, Doud Rock 8% Perio
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wag desioned and gtilized as & wayehouse fur ibe store in mg, Hoe 13 from

e 7a 18302800

Bldoe Bos 7 wes erscted by Williss Andarson n 1838-3%, The piruolurs

S i+ - ,
1%% to 1847,  Bldyge Boe 7 vas purobased by Frederies A Boeder in 1547 and

ml&wa& inio & twe slory stone houns, &4 a@z;ﬁ by 40 feot in sing, In the

| period of 1847 o 1858, it was used as both & tevern and e n oap & s:iw;'}.i.zag

’&*ﬁ%ﬂp&%ﬂ HBOW @it & W i‘j.ﬁ.ﬁm&; B ra%%igmsvﬁ& gt 46
| kngwa ae the “hite Hulls"eses” L1

: _}wsx&m rd of uee for the 3.%6«3&&1 }w!’if}é ims m\ﬂ **czw«m Bldy, Hoy 7, howe

ami w&hm&m E?ki& mfamtma i:a to Lo found in the Sollowing emeerph fyom
a lotter.of fﬁzwrimmmt Honxy ts. Qlows o w},* He s Lradyg, Chlad of [

dunance, in 18558

G100 was b Ry
(X

¢ avd WIRER

| wYRry wWas pe rabelly used either as a mm&“m@ oy & tayern, the Jatier use .;j_'_-.;

», in 16803 e had bean }cnm ‘.m Sevemy, Serms ny, snd vas & confestiensy.

porhepn bolng move liualy, as the f*z‘iéa‘i’{s&l Srinking hempe ners, *vhite Hall,”
ts mantioned in the deed for the m:&a «af the pyoperty in ié}?%, thus fadicate

12

ing that this title had & lony pericd of wae in connection with B’s‘? fe Bow Teo L

?md&ricm ;‘a. Bowdax, zhfe TS @f Bldos. §, '11, &l 16, was 50 yvézsza eld
¥

18, Deed of Trust, &mm&m 9%, 1845, Trreal Passsll to Inwna Foulbe, Desd
- Beok E7, sxp‘%éﬁwéﬁa, BeAtiuns thiv upse Also 1846 plat, rage & of this ré=

‘porte Iesd of Pe & Uy Andsrson to Roodar, aﬂwmm: Zs *ﬁi?‘ sead Mook 29,

Pedile

llg Diowe to @Efﬁﬁf“g 5%,313?“ w”&p 185 5*3; Fael 3 m; ?og‘g }"»*?"f‘tgn &2&3 Dmed of B, & & wu@

=

N

Fowdeyr to Ve Py Fabreary 138, 1658, Dosd 1:' ok Bhe ppedii-300, Uhia deed doge .
2“.1.‘?&&3 the 1 a&i»iﬁ” as a ”mz:aé\m#u # o A Sk

18, Daed of Be & 8., Yay 12, 1574, @s:@% Boon 8y 1 *clowfwlf‘ét
_ ¢ & 2 & &

33 Congus of 1860, Hasl 10, Vele pal7le

won
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e,

18, Deod of Trust, Septonbar 39, 1845, lareal

& 5N OE o B0e. % ;‘%3%1&.;; |
Pldae Roe 7 wes erscted by Willian Endarson w i“;%Mm The ghrsctere

wad dosioned snd wiilised as & warshouss for the m@m i Bldoe Boe 11 feom

10 : . .
1639 to 3,%‘?. Bldge Boe 9 was parchased by el qmrden Ae Dowder in 1847 and

%ﬁlﬁl’f;ﬁau into & twe Bioxy slons bouss, 24 #@m Ly €8 feef in ghues, In tiieg

perbod of 1647 to 1856, 4t way ussd &3 hoth A tevern and thew as a dwdling

and warehouses Ghis inf&mtim ia $o bo found in the Sellcwing exeerph fx
& 1@% tor.of Suprrintesdent Hen g-y’ He ée}snw» £e Cole gi,, R ﬁfﬁw hdag of Cre

dnance, in 18558 |

o
ﬁﬂ”‘ﬁ'w o

msw:b i has plece q{% : ea" o Two Si’ach st
Jlicﬁi How &y & #3}1»2314 '% @”M ka(ﬁl.‘;&’d 5({ &&%hn’. &5 T w@?&? -39 ‘d WA &r}g;-éma bl et g
men ag the “hite ! Ho1l,Fecas™ il : ‘

%\n *rt:%%:m m e *‘w ixss :;%6«1%}. g:enud hap bees founds Bidge Nae T, howe
wvar, v probakly used olther af a wngohaage or & tavern, the 1a ttex use

perhaps mim RS mmu; ag «::?w f:riczimsl deinking hinde Na, #hite Hall,”

ia montioned in the dosd {oy the ml& cf*“ msa Fopest in 1874, thug Ladicsts
g %;hxt this tiii@ haé, & long ya&rmﬁ of wes ga conne et&m vﬁh ilelge How o

‘f‘xwﬂrtws Ag wwﬁr‘, zm owney of Bidva. %, zg, and 3,%, wis 50 yesrs old
L:;%

ézt 1860; he hed bean DU in Soveny, Coymsny, &nd Wag @ sﬂmm::%;i@mx«
Wowen Hilld ga S=igei's RulleT A~ Jo -V /'M/

amay Poube, Doyl
. & of this o
ol Boow 4

ook 87, gngwmmé, mantionsg ﬁtie Wae HIBG :‘;
porte Doed of Yig & 84, Andoveon to m:sw:ar,, Hew
pcg"“&lo .

13.1. ' “ti}‘«@ tﬁ afﬁsgﬁ@ v}u *? g"f’-g 1&{‘3: "'s E?E fﬁg 2‘?0%9 3 *a" :.sie»p ?3 53 iﬁf@ﬁi ﬁ“’!
Rowder by Ve Sep Fobzunry L 1558, Desd Deek 3, ¥ 3o G SR 2
oyilag the uilding aa & Fynga mmmﬁ'

1%, Doed of He & See May 13, 1{??‘%# 1‘}?&%{% Sens 33_,‘,. 23‘5"‘@1%»?”3,5‘%6

13, Census of 1660, Resl 10 Vo3, ps178s



Fudglng by the Census of 1880, 1t is probablg that the following family
was living on the gacond floor of Kidge ﬁa; 7 during the 185861 parieds

#oatherine Vitepatrick, $2 years old, females KOIR in Irelands
Johs Plispatrick, 27, male, Stone Cutter, e & "
Elian # 1?3 fesale, - e . W{ i o “ ‘ ¢

8, NISTORICAL PRLARG OF THE BUILDING

fo historical pleng of Bldge Hoe 7 have been found and it is wichly unlikels

hat any will ever be locateds Moasured dravings of the building have not o

. yot bean preparedes

FETLTSE AT
ﬁ & AR
o

AR AR L

0 G ST Y SV T TR
PUSTRCRAPIES
e St AL P IIAS.

PPN NDUUR TP ST > % 1753 [EOREE T . et E et ™ - gty e
Dhotroesehg Shoukn PRICRT, s 7 i1l e pFoung 3% R fptlowiny YeptraEs

. 18831892 view, K57, in Snell, Charles Voo “iistoric Building Report,

L Paxy I, for Bldi. Hoe 7,9 rovised Jonuary 29, 1858, pavs 11, Excellent glose
- up view of front of Dido,. Ho. 7, shoulng lecsiion of original doorusys and
| indowse One window en First flooy at right, door to first floor in cenler,

 and door leadiny to sscond floor et left front of structure, Slate yooly Py

%o 1536 photogrghg HIW08, in Sullivan, Arthay Lep "Hiotory of Veger Lots

A7 to 34, L783-1869,7 page 0. facellent view of woof and front of Bldige

 Fee 7, all velated frose structures ghown o 1084 mape

‘ Six pore photogrephs of Bldg. Mo 7 will be found ia appendiz 1T of %ﬁxm
K'@? ts | |
e g,;i,%tz OF MULHIcA, DATA
R Ouucrsbip of the Lands 3722-1874 | )
shig lot was owned by the MHagar fardly from 1782 to 1837, T Ootobat,

44, Congun of 1860, Reel 10, Va2, ppelbe-168,

~10-



E

:_,:jlésﬁ, mﬁ:xiivisma & of Mt B, 15 wag parchased by @i 11iam Andarsoh for §$1,018.00

_‘i;j_j In Hovesbux, 1547 Andorgon odd & POY rion of this lote poagiring 24 feel by '

about 46 fest in sise, and Bigs 50 7, to Frederics 5. Konder Sor 1,000

sry

n Februexye 1800, HEs Rouder gold a 24 by 29 fook plece of thig lot to the

tinited Statea fo¥ $1,7000 hoeder 8nd his heirs retained il to the yemalile

oy of the propexty mxtu 1874, Keedsr &l80 cwnad Bldye fine & and 16 during

' ‘Ehz% 1555=08 pfkti@d,

B. Congiruction of Ploee Foal

Tha @l«iﬂa’;‘; poxtion of Bldge Nos 7 was constructed by Qii}.ig,ua Anderstn

in b G BN sy e s NS wloyy Bhohg il of plongy with & cellar,

i R

Cand had a glate porfs The building e 26 fest by 48 fopt it Shue @AG Wua

fnkended to Lo uasd as a worchitsde Y tunen, 1847 and 1852 E‘mmzm‘a Rewler
&aléa«i a pocond story te m ariginal pertion of ﬁm baildings The Fiyet flood

was wend bolh au & LaveId a:;.:&czk & ware howes mim thig ;micr.i and bho sawmi

f},mz whE minmé as & dwellings : o

In ?mm&zm 156, Hoedex mm 'zm portion of hia ist aaa:?; h@u@a ﬁhui. Frus
44 feal on ?atmg ui,xeet &.sy 25 foet i depth to the United Slated. The frewt
portien ci‘} R1dse Hoe Y ‘hﬁ by mma’r: ol foek, VSR mz,sskm i“t ordey to whded
%t@ﬁ.d Styoet te 8 40 foot %iéxﬁh whe yomsinder of Bldge Hos 7 wus yobalneis
Thog daring tm 18681869 mfm&ij Pidg, Noe 7 was & 10 seary SLone bud bding
witlh slate xoof and a8 collafs The dinensions of the houge were 24 by 20 festo
wha firgt flocw was dpstgned for uje &3 & ghop oF wamhmmam ive uppey Lo

‘gontatned uvm@_q&z&xwmq. A door at the left froat of the poiléing led 18

ﬁzé gogenn fleoy aaza%:i & c‘ssxcsi‘ {n the genber led s.nt»:; the First fleo¥s

il
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1. 103018478 Wililam Anderson®s wehwm for servics of the stors localed
in Bldge Hoe lie b

£e | 18471858 Used ag drinking bouves knoun &8 #hite I’a&xl‘* ansd mm@;

| | glse &8 ww‘w&ﬁa &nd xwliinm '

B 1U50-18831 Yo definite reourd of une, buk ptill probebly atilized ag

. pavern er worcheuss, and deelling houpss Uppsr portions

;:za%;«tz&ﬂy she residence of John Fitspatrick, a stoas culter,
in 1058-51 perfode

.-’é’qv e
W) OB mar voy
TR DO SO S el B

' e ST
T » Charles Vs Sosll |
 istorian {(Park Supervisery)
Hagch 3, 1859
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Unttod Giatea, Ouparintendent Menry We Cloww to Ools ie Lo Cralge Crdaance

Office, July 13, 1585, Real 26, Vs ppeS70-580. Fap Noe 67, Map Case,
Brawer Hos 3e

#g# tu aite of Hidge Hoa 7
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JOIR i ERCels EM
.:',':.

Negative 3Ce Bleb5a
Yyard gtands the John Brown fort or enging
the Armory

lf“

Haypors Yerxy

In the I‘armxy or Fupret Factory

of this atyucturs ::\a}' be secn a portion of

betwsan the Fori and

Behind

houses 10 tho ri¢ht

pehind thoge two k:aiiﬁiﬁs and visible
is 1o be peed Bld. 1i0s 7, Hcte the giate ;mof.

CEfice Dulldings

Noa

Offico puileing,

ig the reof of Didge §ive chi is the roof of Bldgs

Bldse 35 and to the rid

16,

il







. yaRPERS FERRY Fros THE MARYLAID SI1PB 14 19879

Harpers Ferry Negative live Eiwdde

. The laxge st story kales ruilding with tha Gilbext Brothers sion painted
on 1, loft cantels {g Didge Hoe De o tha right of 9 and below it uay be
soon the Joha Browa Forte 70 ihe right of the fort and partly concealed by

a large pine tree o8y e seen the front of Bldge NOe 7 - one window and &

chinnheye
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Harpors Parzyv Hegative Ho, HFe379,

The John Drown Fort 4w—ir=tis=ror-is in the foroground and to the right

of it ig the old Azmory Office Building, Visible Letween shese two buildings

is Dldg. lioe 7 = “ihite Hall.” o the richt of 7, and over the roof of the

effice nilding, nay Lo geen the roof end front of Blige Hoe Se
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Jhfelst PRO:E FORT I 133 FLOCD
HE-100.

Harpers Terry liegative ¥oa

In the foveground stands the “Jorty® visivle over the right rear ocornex
is the white froat and roof of Bldgs Koe 7, To the right of the fit::cz igs an

excellent view of the uppe¥ floors of Bldge 50w Je

19w
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FLDCE. N0e 7 AD S
Harpers I"afry Hegative Yoo HR-150,
Photegraph by Archie ¥, Fransen, 1856,
Dutlding to left foreground is Bldga. Lo 7. £remting on Potomae Dirout.

The structure to the richt of 7 is 3ldy, Hoe S
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PLOGE. HOe S, § and 7, JE 1933 |
Haxpers feiry rogative Hoe YR843

lett to rights Bldge No. 7, Dl How

§g aad Bldgs ae & on Potomas Slzests
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Wrgﬁggﬂf\lﬂfﬂ%ﬁa%ﬁghﬁent

Harpers Ferry, west Virginia

April 8, 1939

Hemorandum
Tos Regional Director, Region Five
From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry Hational Honument

Subjects Research Project No. HF-52, Bldg, lo. 7

Enclosed please £ind one copy of the “yistoric Building
Report, Part 11, iisterical Data Section, Bldge Fos 7, ¥hite Hall,”
dated Yarch 30, 1859, 21 pages, &3 prepared by listoriam Charles
W, Snell, feor technical raview by Ragicnal Historian Frank Barnes.

Frank H. Anderson
Superintendent

In duplicate
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RGR

Region Five. R

421 Walnut Street 7 —
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May 29, 1959

- . H. F. NAT. MOHN,
Memorandum REC'D.

To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument JUN 1 195(’)
: ]
From: Regional Historian

Subject: Research Project No. HF-52 - Building No. 7

: This report is adequate for inclusion in the complete
Part II Historic Structure Report on this building. There might
have been further building detail (better narrative use might
have been made of Photo HF-57, for example), but the architectural
section of the final structure report will presumably go into
detail on this. Could the name iyhite Hall" have come from the
exterior color of the building as apparent in Photo HF-577 1In
the final Historic Structure Report, the map on page 2 should
be emended to indicate that the alley on the east is the later
Potomac Street; additionally, the word “first" should probably
precede the word "four" in the first line of section 2.

%@M I@&Aw

Frank Barnes
Regional Historian

In duplicate

Copy to: Director, w/copy of report
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Harpers Ferxy ¥ational Honmument
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

June 4, 1859

Henorandum

To:

From:

Reglonal Director, Reglon Five

Saperintendent, Harpers Ferry Hational Monument

Subject: Research Project No. HE-52, Bldg. No. 7

Fiatorian Snell offers the following remarks in yegard to the

questions raised in Reglonal fiigtorian Frank Barnes’ pemorandum of iay 29
concerning the Part fI-nistorical Data Section Ior Bidgs Hoe 7a

i, The mame minite Fall.” We pelieve that Mr. Darnes i8 coxrect

4n asswming that the naume #yhite Hall®” was probably pased on the

fact that the exterior of Bldg. Ko. 7 wWaS coloraed whites Es we
~

have no proof in decumentary sources o p:ce«»ivil tar photographs,
however, that the building was white prior to 1881, we thereioye

-~

did not meke & statement on this pointe. Archltectural investiga-

tion of Bldg. Ho. 7, however, mAY well reveal the evidence required
to convert this theorfy into an established facte .

9, The name “Potomac Styeet® may ke added to the 1840 plat, pages
9 and 3, after the word #a1ley,” as suggested by ¥r. Barnes. ihe

#3)ley® Was widened into & street in 185051 and renaned #Potonac

or Noxth Cliff Street® in 1852.

8, The word ®first® can be inserted in front of the word #fonr®
4n the first 1ipne of section 2, page 1, as suggested by Mr. Baxnes.

4, InMr. Snell?s opinionr, this study represents a prilliant re-

gearch job as 1t brings together & great Jdeal of evidence from
widely scattered sourcas and the study gucceeds in {erowing 8
great deal of light om the archltectural history of +hig obscure
and minor structures The discussion of Photograph BE=57, desired
by Mr. Darnes, ¥ill be found on page 10 of the zepoTts It remains
for the resulis of the architectural investication to determine if
Photograph 1F-57, which was made in the 18707s or early 1880G7s,
shows Bldg. No. 7 as it actually appeaxed before the Civil War.

(SGD) FRANK H. ANDERSON

Frank H. AndeIson
Superintendent

Tn guadruplet



3¢ White Hall Tavern,Building Noo 7.

a. John J. Kern's claimy; October 44,1873, for rent on behalf of the
Estate of Fe¢ A, Roeder from the U.S, Government :

for Rent of twostory Brick House on Potomac Street from
July 25,1861 to March 25,1862 at $ 6,00 #&AEs¥é-per Month - $ 54.00,

rented to Col. Baxter Commanding Baxter Philadelphia Fire Zouaves.
bodohn J. Kern, 66 years old, statement of Septe 5,1902:

"There was one building (_No. 1) on Washington CZ)r High) Street and
two (Bldgse Noo 5 and 7) on Potomac Streete

"Thelwere all used by Col, Baxter's Zouavese.o The two brick buildings
on Potorac Street were used for stables amd other purposes.

They took possession shortly after Mr. Roeder was killedes.

They (The Union Army) held it continuously until Baxter left and they
used them off and on during the entire ware. I think Baxter left somgtime
in the ¥fing of 1862... The other two (Fuildings) on Potomac street were

worth $ 10,00 each(Cin rent per mon@ and did bring 3 15,00 at one timeo
The buildings were in good condition when the U.S, first took possessiorn,
- and he @,oedeﬂ alweys kept them in good repair. They were in a bad ‘
condition when the U.S. left them. The windows had been taken out and remcve:s
-to Camp Hill to build quarters with. I guess it would have cost $ 1,000,400
at that time to restore the ((three) buildings to the condition in which
® they were before the U.S. authorities used the samee

Cross=examination of Kerns L

o

".e.One of the buildings on Potomac Street had five rooms (Bldg. No.&

and the other(Bidge Noo 5) threecee.s I can't say who (what Union officers

used the buildings on Potomac Streeto They were in and & out all the time.

The other two (buildings) on Potomac Street ("vere worth) about one
thousand dollars (2% the time the army occupancy comenc@. 4

¢e Mary L. Kern, 59 years old, oldest child#@@f Frederick A, Roeder,
statement of “ept. 5,1902¢

”I know the U.S. authorities occupied buildingg belonging to my
father's estate during the war, -=- our home place (Bldg. No. 16) and two
Bldgse No. 5 and 7) on Potcmac streetee... One (Ridg. No. §) on Potemac
Street (containediseven (roomS) and the other (Bldgo Noe B) five (rooms).
Our father was killed July Ly 1861, and the troops took possession of
the house (Bldg, No,l6) that month. They gave up the home building(36) and
we took possession in ‘arch,1862, The other two they used after that at
ediffer@nt times during the war. They were brick buildingse @he Union Aror

oowepEF) The Potomac street buildings for stables and warehouses for storin.
feed, etce ' !

AL

T e

Cross-examination of Mary L. Kerns

The two buildings on Potomac Street were two and one=half stories high.

I think it was Col, Baxter who had control of the home house(Bldge l_é) and it
was the same troops had the other & twoe ¥



. @S.S

. 2
Building No. 7 Continued: |

{

de James R. Roeder, Sh years old, second oldest son of Frederick A. Roeder's
three sons, statement of “epte 5,1902¢

___"The Union army used three houses @dgs. Noe 5,7, and lg) and a bakery
(_Eldgo Noe lé:fD belonging to my father's éstatees..

The other two buildings were on Potomac Streete They were built of brick.
One (g:fdg. No. §) had seven rooms and the other (Bldge Noo 7) fives

They used the lower part for horses and had forage in the upper part.
The larger build (o, £) was worth

in $ 10 per month g:j.n rent) and the

They(Ehe Union Arm,z__) took possession not quite a month after father
died, July 4,1861., I could not say for sure but I think they (Yole Baxter
of the 72 Penn. Fire Zouaves) remained there that wintere

Cross=examination of James R. Roeder:

The same officers ( Mr. Baxter and his staf_f;) had control of the buildings
on Potomac Street," v

statement of “ept. 5,1902:

es Thomas Je Burleigh, past 50 years of age, owner in 1902 of Bldg. No. 15,
ul

dont_remegoer about them (E;é Union Armﬁ occupying the two buildings

and 7) on Potomac street, but I remerber they were very mch damaged
® by some one,

fo Summary of evidence by Attorney GeWo AZf Hobt, iay L,1906:¢

! Tone E_uilding No. E contained seven rooms and one (?idg. No, E fivee
Edddd-The buildings were used for a ##ékded «oo 2 stable yand warehouseses

Data from National Archites fecord Group No, 123 Circuit Court of Claims s
Claim File No, JC= 11803 Congressional Jurisdiction.

7/10/75-C JW o Snell
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No. 39

THE FREDERICK A. ROEDER BUILDING

(Building No, 16 and 16A)

Location: . On the east side of High Stfeet at the southeast
corner of the short street, Jones Alley, leading

;g Potomac Street, and situated on Wager Lot No.

gznigggig Frederick A. Roeder (from 1847 to 1881).
i :

Use in 1859: The confectionery shop and residence of Frederick
A. Roeder.

Important Historical Photos of Building No. 16:

ll

2.

3.

HF-64, 1859 Photo: Made from the Maryland Shore and showing
rear roof line and single dormer of Building No. 16.

HF-55, 1865 Photo: Excellent view of the rear elevation of the
second story and roof of Building No. 16. (Also HF-43).

4F-33, 1870 Photo: Lookimg south down Hijh Street. Shows porch -

posts of Building No. 16, but nothing else of the ;tructure.

HF-379, 1880 éhoto: Shows the rear elevation of a part of the
second story of Building No. 16. '

133



5. HF=3#95 circa 1882 ‘Photo, only closeup view of the High . .
~ Street (front) elevation of Building No. 16. o

6. HF=99, 1892-1896 Photo: Harpers Ferry from Loudoun Heights.
View of the front elevation and roof of Building No. 16.

7. HF=-92, 1896 Photo: Showing a part of the front elevation and
roof of Building No. 16.

8. HF-96, 1896 Photo: Made from Maryland Heights., Excellent view
of rear elevation and roofs of Buildings No. 16 and 16A.

Sources of Information on huilding No. 16:

Snell, Charles W., "Historic Building Report, Part I, for
Buildings No. 16 and 16A, The Roeder Buildings," dated October
15,1957, revised January 29, 1958, 14 pages, 4 maps and 1 photo.
(HF-lO) Contains a detalled hlstory of the ownership of the
property. ‘

- Snell, Charles W., Historic Structures Report, Part II,
Historical Data Section for the Frederick A. Roeder Building
_ (Buildings No. 16 and 16A)," dated April 3, 1959, 11 pages, 2

B maps, and 1 photo. (HF=-60).

Walmer, Alan M., "Hlsuorlc Structures Report, Part II, Archi-

tectural Data Section for the Roeder House (Building No. 16),
“September 1964, 29 pages, 16 photos, and 12 sheets of drawings.

- o 134
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SECTION I3 ADMINISTRATIVE TATA

A, Nana and Number of Buildings:

Puildings Ne, 16 and 164, "The Roeder Buildings.”

B, Proposcd Use of Structure:

The exterior of Bullding Ko, 16 iz to be restored to 1ts
1859-1365 spusaranco. Ty ig surnsabted that the interier
of the structure be peed o o avgnitechurel exhiblb
to show The original construeticn snd the progrossive
1, stages of historical and spehibectural research that
”jg erlininated in ths restoration of the bulldinge.

C. Provigions for Operabing the Houases

Mo funds have besn prograned for returnishing the housce

. '
He cooperative spreements have peen executed or proposed
for furnishing and operating the houso. Honey will be

1N

required to csbeblish the architectural exnibits in the
‘housste

De Preliminarg’“stimate of CGest for Fehebilitating the
Structure and broundg:®

It is estimated thot the tobal cost of réstdring the

exterior and of pehabilitating the interior of Building
Ko, 16 will amount to $25,000: of Bullding




SECTION II: HISTORICAL DATA

Introduction:? Part I of the Historic Building Reporﬁ for

Buildings No., 16 and 16A has been preparedvin sccordance with
Acting Reglonal Director Gibson's nemorandun of September 17,
1957« This section is based on all presently available
documentary data.

1, Ownership of the Land, 1835 %o 1881

On April 2, 1835 the Circuit Superior Court of Low and

Chancery for Jefferson County, Virginia, appointed Cormisse

joners “to lay off and divide ipto‘three equal lots and

- parcels, the peal estate at Harper's Ferry which descendéd '
ma' to Jamés B, Wager, Gerard B. Wager and Sa11fy Ann Wager, now
?“ﬁ Sp1lly Ann Swayne, the wife of Noah H. Swayne, from their
father John Wager, deceased.“l The property ﬁﬁus‘being divided
_ ;:3 ot Harpers Ferry wWas commonly known &8s the “Wager S8ix Acre
vReservationﬁ, and island of 1and in private ownership
gurrounded on all sides by land owned by the Uniﬁed States
.Government¢2 | A -

On October 10, 1835 the three Commissloners repofted to
the Court: "To Spuy Ann Swayne, the wife of Hosh H. Swayne,
we allot and assign the lots foliowing as numbered in the
annexed plat and marked N.HoSe: to wits Lots Noe Bul8=l0=ll=
13-16-17-20—2u-26-»28-31—33-95-3;0-4;2-&5, {ncluding the old
mension, h8-51 & 559“3 :

1, Gibson, etc, VS Wagor,otces DOCIroSse Deed Book 29, ppo1lo-lile
Jefferson County Clerkts Office, Charles foun, West Vae

2, 1835 Plat, "the Wager Six Acre Regervation Drawn by James Me
Brown, S,GeCos™ in Deed Book 29, -18L7-h0, DelliOs

3, Desd Book 29 PPe 1h0=lile
- D =




Buildings No. 16 and 16A are today both located on the

origiﬁal Wager ﬁot No. 16 (See Appendix 1),

v on Jenuary 29, 181}y Nosh He Swayne and his wife, Sara Aes of
3"] Freanklin County, Ohio, leased Wager Lot No, 16 teo Frederick Ae

k .)" ’
Roeder, of Jefferson Gountys Vao OD September 13, 18447, the

A:j Swaynes sold Wager lob No.‘lé to Mre Rosder “togetheT with all

and singular rights, {mprovenenls, hereditements and gppurtenances

whatsoeverl, thersunto belongiﬂg, gnd the reversién and remainderé,
rents, lssues and profilts thereofeses” 107 the sum of $1,166.600

on June Gy 1818, ¥Mre Roeder and his wife, Anna HMaria, of

Harpers Ferrys sold to the United States Government, fo¥ the

gum of $237, the rollowing parh of Wager Lot Fo 16 (Ses

Appendlx IT):

npegminning ab the northeastern corner thersof, on the alley
which_pssses slong the Canal near the public workshops iﬁpe
Armorl}, end thence westwardly embracing the enbire {rouv of said
1ot on said alley of thirty two feet, and running back‘s%uthw

Y

wardly bweniy five feet from gaid front on ggid alleYees ©

PEEE |

on January 3. 1881 the helrs of Frederick Ae Roeder sold
. 7

r the remaining portion of Wager Lot Noe 16 to Bridget Burleye
?? Summary of the Ownership of the Londs |

;a ‘ In 1835 Wager Lot No. 16 became the vroperty of & Sally
‘? Ann Swayne, who remained the owpar unbil 1847 Tn 1847 the

Syaynes sold the 10t to Frederick A, Roeder, uho owned the
propexr &y from that yeavr antil 1881. T is therefore suggested
that Buildings lo. 16 and 16A be called the "Roeder puildingse”

I/, September 13, 1847, need of BeksSes Deod Book 29,Dpe303=lte
This lease has not yet been locatede

5; Iv id Y ) o )
6, June by 1848, Deed of B, k.Sey ~ecd Book 30y Pe230e

7o JonUELY 3s 1881, Deed gf B.&S. Desd Book I, ppel0li=5Se



5. Erectlon of Buildings Yo, 16 and 16A

The 1803 map, "Flan of the proposed junction of the CANAL
at the Lower Falls of the Shenandosh uith the Public Canal
at HARPERS FERRY and the necesssry Locks for descending into
the Pobtomak River,® dated Febe 1803,8 clearly delineates the
present slte of Buildings Fo, 16 and 164 ewe as an inimproved
area at that date(See Appendix'lll)e |

Thé 1635 map, “Map of Harpers Forry Shewing the Location .
of the Winchester aend FPotomac Ratlrosd, Yrawn by Lieute White,
Allen, and R S'Smith, U.5, Army undsry the direction of James
Kearney, Lto Cole and ToBes Map 2, 18,5, and reproduced as
part of the Harpers Ferry Hlaster Plan as Dpawing Yo, M{-HF

3002, Sheet two of three, also shows the sites of Bulldings

16 and 16A as an undeveBoped aref. £t should be noted, however,

that the 1835 map cannot be accepted as definitive on this
point es the mep fails %o show the kiarper and Wager Houses,

two structures that ere ¥nown to have been standing in 1835,
Tnis would seem merely to indicate that the angineers in 1835
were not particulsrly interested iﬁ thig viecinity znd therefore
did not bother to delinate structures in that vieinitye

The location of the Swayne= Roﬁder 1ease of Jamuary 29, 184l

- may throw more ldght on the quest*on of the erection of Bulilding

16, It is possible thet Roeder agreed to construct Building 16
under the lease terms, & method of erscting puildings in Harpers

&. Naotlonal Archives R 007? Heoorcs of the Office of the Chief

of Enginedree Foprtification fap File, 2art of Maps Dr 7.150msheet le
» Repvndnced as pert of Harpers Ferry Huster Pian ag Yrawing No. Ni=

Hfw 300he

9, Natlonal Archives R.G.77, Recordb of the Office of the Chief
cf Engineerse Fortification iap F*la, Part of lMap: Dr, 150-

 Sheet 82 =2 -l o=




kil

Wi

Gaasaied shisdeniy
i

| Ferry that was not uncommon st that time, A search of the

newspapers of the 1840 period may also reveal further information

on this questlon,

The smount paid for the land in 18h7, $1 166,66, may
indicate that there was @ building standing on Wager Lot Noe .
16 at that time. If thls were the case, the structure could
have been‘located either on High Street, the present site of
Building No. 16, or near Potomac Street, the present site of
Building No. 5 Roader's sale of a depth of 25 feet of hils
lot on Potomac Street in 1818 to the United States CGovernmant,

' however, suggests that any improvements stending at that date

"were probsbly located on the High Street end »f the lot, the

present site of Bullding Hoe 16, and that Building No. 5 was
probably erected somstime after June 6, 18L8e

The map, dated May 9, 1866, s Sketch of the Present
Position & Proposed Alteration cf t?e 1ine of the Baltimore

& Ohio Rallroad at Harper'!s Ferry," (see Appendix IV) by

means of a generallzed symbol, shows buildings standing on

the site of Building YNoe 46 at thst dates

3, Historical Uses of Building No, 16¢

The historical uses of Baildirg No, 16 in the 1359~1865
perlod ewalts the result of further research in uhe newspapers
of the nerliods | |

lis Moasured Drawings of Suilaing Hoe 16 end 1OA

Ho measupdd historical drawings of Builainws Noo 16 and
16A are pressently avallables
10, Mational Arc hives ReGe 71, Dr.lSO, Sneet The

-



For modern measured drawings of Bullding No, 16, see:
Drewing Fos NM-HF 3059, 12 shoets, dated August 10, 1956,
Yo modern measured drawings of Bulldling Ho.,1l6A are

presently avallablee

'43 : Report written bys

Cherles W, Snell
Historian {Park gupervisory)

from Primary data
collected by

’ ' Hevbert H, Kissling,
Dated October 15, 1957 - Payk Historian -




APPENDIX I

oF THE 1835 WAGER PLAT

PRACING OF A PORTION
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T APPEIDTIX IX

1848 Plab
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APPERDIX IIX

TRACING OF A PORTION OF THE 1803 MAP

.“i.‘ " !‘




syoul uv O mO.Hon 1 o1890§ ,h.n.mm_m gaocdasy JI°
0QT eY3 JO ﬁo.B.,Hom JO 3uTosay

—_—

3q%s

Jo oo LaP3N]

P

o T e e o




APPENDIX IV

TRACING OF A PORTION OF THE B.& 0, RR, MAD

May G, 1866

it i Enptsiiaad: Buicdl. [romew w (
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Tracing of A Portion of
the B, & 0., R,R, Map

of Harpers Ferry,

May 9, 1866




APPENDIX V

PHOTOSRAPIDS
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Jeiliing Loe 16 was desizmed and construckel by Froderick fe Hoedsr, velw.en

184, ond 1047, wil rasained his properiy witil after the Civil war,
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5« Conclusions and Recommendations:

Since this report was first submitted on October 15, 1957, additional
documentary evidence has been found that definitively establishs the
fact that Frederick A, Roeder designed and erected the oldest portion
of Building Ho, 16, under lease, between January 29, 1844 and his purchase
of the property on September 13, 1847,

The original lease, between Noah H. Swayne and John G, Wilson, dated
September 7, 1837, which Frederick A. Roeder took over in part for Wager
Lot No, 16 on January 29, 1844, contained the following "plan" or
architectural specifications that governed the erection of Building He. 16:

"The sald party of the second part within five years from the said
first of April next (_1838 ) shall erect on said lots {_ Wager Lots Ho., 16
& 17*) a house or houses of brick or stone covering the entire front of said
Lots (except enough for one, two or three alleys which ray be left or not '
at the option of said Wilson) at least two stories high, & with walls of
sufficient thickness to sustain another storys Mo materials now on said
premises shall be removed and used en any other premises without the
consent of said parties of the first part..." 11

In the census for 1860, Frederick A. Roeder listed his profession as
an confectioner, which may explain the use to which Buildings 16 and 1l6=i
were put. It may also explain the uses of Buildings Noe 5 and 7, which
were also owned by Roeder, They may have both be used either as warehouses
for storing the supplies ahd products of his trade, or perhaps one of them

was utilized as a shope

Further lesearch Recuired: A careful and complete search of newspapcrs from

1844, %o 1861, should reveal further data on the use, and perhaps the

construction and additions to the buildingse 4 check of the 1850 census

1l. Lease, Swayne to Wilson, September 7, 1837, Deed Book 22, pp.340-34d.
Lease, Swayne to Koeder, January 29, l&44, Deed Book 27, pps 102-103, The
terms of this lease clearly indicate that Wilson had not erected & house on
Lot No. 16, but had built one on Lot Ho. 17, see: Agreencnt, Swayne and
Wilson, January 29, 1844, Deed 3ock 27, p.103,




éT’ﬁarperé ferry will also reveéi further information on Poederts family
and his hoidings. Additional light on the use and construction of’Roeder
Euildings5 such as the approximate date of the additions to the oldest

art of Bailding Noe 16, will be found in the correspondence of the 18,0-50
period that has been ordered on microfilm from the National Afchives.

Vesto;atlon and Historical Significance?

Buildings No. 16 and 16~A were definitely a part of the 1859-1865
historic sceng, but as far as is known, none of the major pistorically
significent events of the Monument took place in these buildings or were
closely associated with them, It is therefore recomaended vhat the
exteriors of Buildings No., 16 and 16~A be restored to thelr 1859 appearances
It is believed that the exteriors of these structures, iﬁ the main, are
,ubstantlally as they were in 1859, from an architectural point of view
Therefore only restoratlon, and not reconstructlon, will be‘required on
lthese buildingse |

Momument _Use of the Structures:

Jrchitect Archie W Franzen has suggested that the interior of Building
No. 16 be utilized as an architectural exhibit £o show in detail the
original construction of the building, and how the progressive stages of
architectural and historical research have made possible and culininated
jn the complete restoration of the structuré. This, in ny opinion, is a
most interesting idea, meriting careful consideration, and should make an
most interesting exhibite As the suggestion 35 Mr. Franzents; I shall leave

3o him the privilege of developing it in detail in his Architectural Section

of the Report on these buildingss




1f, for any reason, Mre Franzen's duggestioniis.not adopted, I would
then recommend that the first(street level) floor be fitted out as a shop
of the period,‘which visitoré would view through windows from the outside,
the remaining upper floors of Puilding No, 16 and all floors in 16-A to
be stripped down to a shell on the interior.
Under this plan,vall interior restoration work would be therefore

strictly limited to the first(street level) floor ¢f Building Ne. 16.

. ’ . . . j .

. '/,/ /7 - /I"x -
C/ 7 W e 2
"Charles We Snell,

Historian (Park Supervisory)

January 29, 1958



Draft of - ' H 30
| October | 6 51957

}Mémorandum.
Tos | Regional Dircctor, Region Filve
Froms Acting Superintendent, Harpers Ferry Nl

Sub ject? HlSLOTiC Building Report, Fart I, for Buildings
Too 10 and 1064, Teseswch Xeport No, HF=10

;“ ' Enclosad plesase find Ffour coples of the Historic

| Bullding Reports Part I, for Sulldings ! No, 16 and 16A, 11 pages,
; dated October 15, 1957, prepared by Historian{Park Supervisory)
1 cChsrles W, Snelle o o

ik This report has been prepared in accordence with

Actlng Reglonal Director Gibson's memorandum of September 17, 1957,
Appendmx V = compossd of all availeble historicel
photographs of Buildings Noo 16 and léA,will be submitted ot

an early dato.

Raywmond L. Ives
Acting Superlntendent

"s_ ) b
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Harpers Ferry national Monument
Harpers Ferry, west Virginia

January 29, 1958

F¥emorandum
To: kegional Director, Region Five
Froms ifcting cyperintendent, Hsrpers Ferry National.&onument

Subject: Historic Building Repori, part I, for buildings No, 16 end
16A. Research Report bo. HF-10 Revised, '

Fnclosed please find four copies of the Historic Building
Report, Part I, for Buildinzs No. 16 end 164, 14 pages, deted October
15, 1957 end revised January 29, 1958, as prepared by Historian
(Park Super%isory) Charles %, Snell.

This report has been revised, according to instructions

issued by Chief of Interpretation Nelliezn, by revising the Approval

Sheet form, the inclusion of one photogreph (paze 11) and the addition

of Section 5, Conclusions and Recommendations, page 12 to k.

Rayrond L. Ives
Acting Superintendent

In duplicate

Attachment



In reply refer to:

H30 g ,

:.; ACY INFO ;.

UNITED STATES | i —

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . N )

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Taom_AD !
Region Five - —_

421 Walnut Street ' {

Philadelphia 6, Pa.

February20 , 1958

Memorxandum
To: Director
From: Acting Regicnal Director'

Subject: Part 1, Historic Building Report; Harpers Ferry Nil
Roeder Buildings (No. i6 & iGA)

in accordance with FO-11-56, Historic Building Report,
we have assembled and are distributing herewith Part I of the
subject report. The report consists of the following sections:
Administrative and Historical Data Sectioms. (An Architectural
Data Section was deemed unnecessary by EODC.)

This report should be reviewed by no later than March 3,

1958 . Our comments will follow.

=
P
i 7

e 2 . .
. =~ George A,Palmer -
Acting Regional Director

Cht e

In duplicate . i

Attachment

Copy to: Supt., Harpers Fexry, w/c report
Chief, EODC, w/c report



H30

Region Fiva
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

March 18, 1958

" Memorandum
To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry Kational Honument
From: Regional Director

subject: wistorie Structure Building Report, Part 1
Rocder Buildings (Hos. 16 & 10A)

Wwe have reviewed the subject report, and concur with
the proposals in it to the extent only of the repairs needad
to meke or keep the structures weather-tight. '

In the absence of evidence as to its historic appesar-
ance, we cannot concut with the proposal te restore the exterior
to its historic period appearance.

Wie £ind the proposals to vestore the exterior of the
structures to their historic period appearance and to use the
interior for an architectural museum extrenely interesting.
However, the lack of evidence in the report regarding their
hiaztoric peviod appearance precludes an approval of their o~
terior restoration, and consideration of the use of the ine
terior shoulid await further overall study and planaing.

(Sgd.) Daniel 5. Tobin

Daniel J. Tobin
Regional Director

In duplicate

Copy to: Director
Chief, EODC




FISTORIC STRUCID weS REPORT

PAKT 1%
LoUHER PUILDING

{BUILDIXG #0.16)
(BJILDING NO J6A)

tarpars Poxry Hatioral 1 gtorical Park AR
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RISTORIC SUILDING BLECRT

PAEY IT

ZUTLDING 30,16

Rarpare Forry Hationay Hetorical Park

Prepared bys

;J“emz’a!x Re Prootice
- Buperintendont
June 18,1984




&,

- Wa hava currsatly progyamsad & gathar axtensive axtasricr ro-
gtoration of this housa 1o be surried out wader P Dei¥. iuchusde
of the extreme dsterioration of the bullding, this is almost &n
cuprgency sltuatione '

Mowuver, becanss of ita location, siza and exampliflcation of
tha construction techniguezs oost compnly encountered in the lower
toun ared, the Hoedsr ailding cen basl ve adsptsd to demwasirale
to the visitoy the various plages of restoration WoTkK e

o scconpligh this end cartain portions of the fubric can o
left orxpozed in & manner to siow the varioug siteges in the originel
consiyuction of the strucinrs, bringing out the iechniguas euployed
Ly iba service in regtoration. Cortaln roolas €43 s et Gelds X
eyhitiis to display tiw arcnd tectural, erchesiogical angd histerical
gtudy proceciures sploysd in investications procesding he ragiop-
ation ol & shructires Txhinits of local geried wmateridais dnd Lovls
can alee be Jioplayed ghowing how and why they wers uged, what they -
ware called and how the vigitoz can ideatify thom and thely eifecis
in the siructures withia the Parie

The bullding iz well sulted to this purpesce 1t is ocut of the
floed plain and its location is such that even the heichts of the
1836 flood ¢id not reach the strest Fioorse It ia proposad to oxe
hibit this building withwut infsrpretive personnel. & rindonm anpant
of hwat would be damiyadle O kizep Lhe intericr frem extrate 10w Lo
paraturase & anail ezponditure for fetexior and exidbit llohiing
will be roquired jogeiber with noyeal jenitorial meyvicos ReC@ERGTY
{n buildings open to the publice ’

FOPB-57 doss not provide for jaterior resteretion or exhibite.
He balieve that these must éwoif tho rather extsusive exterior ree
aloration and complete {avastigation of the bullding Fahric hoiore
programuing. o will Beld the present wo¥s iQ tho exterior of the
Wuilding sach a8 wills, windows aad frame, doorg and frames, roof
pmanbars, vtce seliiber have funds besn programsed for operating the
housee & FOF will ba raquired for tha ceri&in necessary intericr xo~
groration and for the exhilditse

SmE L EELL L LTE e U Omemeatien



’ ((' .
T

Nl

¥ | - . DARcaae PRI

The exterior restoration currently programmed is estimated
to cost $542,200. The interior restoration and exhibdis will be
the subject of additional programaing aftasr the eompletion of
the building fabric investigation by Architect Franzmen. 1t is
estimated that the interior restoration, meschanical, exhibits
and architectural investigation will cost U24,150.00.



HISTORIC FUILDING TEPORT,
- FART 11,

FIATCRICAL DATA SRLTION,

JABG8, B0, 16 NHD 104,

PREDERICE Ao KOUBERS HOUCE

Parpers Pofry:Sationsl Homument

Preparad byl

Chayiovs YW, Snell

Waterias (Fark Supezvisory)
April 3, 1959

11 Pagyen

Project Noe HRED



1. OWUERGHIP OF THE LAGD, 1782-1881

Hager Lot Hos 16, the prasent. site of Bldge. Hoe 16 and 5, wss owaed by
the Vages family from 1782 to 1835, On Octoberil0, 1833, the Jafforson Couaty
Court anotted Lot Ho. 16 to Sayah Ann Swayne, the wife of Hoah H. Swaynee
in the goneral division of the Wager Pza;:@tty that took place at that time,
The Swaynes sold lot He. 16 to Frederick f. Roeder on September 13, 1847, for
21,166,686+ On June 6, 1848, Mr. Roeder gold the eastern portion of lot Nos
18, & vacant piece of land that fronted 32 feel OB Potomac Otreet Ly 28 fent
in depth, to the United States for §237. The Government acguized this pore
tion of the lot in order to widen Potomue Street to & forty foot width, thus
creating both & wider street and a fire lane between the Musket Factory shops
sltuated on Armory property and the pz'mat# tuildinge located on the Wager
Bix Acxe Roparvations | o

Mr. Fooder and his heirs retained title to the yemaining portion of Lot
Hos 16 from 1848 to 1881.1w in addition to Pldge Ho. 16, Foeder also cwned
B;daxaa Hoe & and 7 during the 1858-80 periods The location of Roederfs pro-
perty may Lo seen by glancing at the 1848 plat which appeays on t!‘a followe
ing paye of thiz report.
9, COTSTIUCTICL OF HliGe ¥Ce 18

On Soptember 7, 1837, osh He Swayne leased Lager Lot Ne. 16 and 17 to

John Ge Wiloon for @ ten year period, the lcase tasing vifect on fagar;il le

1. For a detailed and documented study of the ownership of the lot, sae Snell,
Charles Ve, “Uiotorio duilding hoport, Part I, for Uldgde o 18 and 164, The
Fosder Puildinge,” dated uctoler 19, 1557, revised Jamary 28, 1355, Ciede3ds
For st.ry of the widening of Polomas Srreet, See Sullivan, Arthux Lag “lilgtory
of Waper lots Loe M7 to 34, L78E=10809, dated Febyusry 18, 198539, Dedl=27e

o fon
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1838, at an anaual rent of §140 a years IThe lcacve elao contained the followe

dng ailding cleuset

w1y, The mald party of the second part (Cileon) within five years from
the gaid {irst day of April {18383 noxt ehall orect on said lois a hovsa oF
honans of brick or stono coverdny the entire fr.nit of sald lots {except enouch
for uvhe, two or tlwee alloye waich may be Jefb or not gt the option of sald
wilson) ai least two stories high & wilh the walle of suificient thiciness

4 sascaln onother elorye HO peterials now on said prasises shall be removed

and nged on any othey prouises witheut the congent of sald parties ¢ the
firet p&xtuu" A :

kileen should havestherefore evected one or two houges on Lote Ho, 10
and 17 by April 1, 1843, under the terma of the loasn, This, however, wilszen
£21led to do. On Decenber 12, 1844, Hajor John Symingion, Superintemdent of
the Armery at Harpers Ferry, gtated that thess iwo leis comiained the folloue

‘ {
ing buildingsr Lot Hoe 1?; #3 luyge wooden stable 60 x a2 fast and loft

aboves” The value of the land was put e% iiiié% and that of the unilding at

5218, meking & total of §400.. Lot Hoe \i
1 storye” The land was velued at $182 and the houss et §18, making a total
of gzea.s |

Prior te this, é,\;z January 29, 1844, with the énnwnﬁ of John Qe Wllason

leah He Gusyne loassd Lot g 16 to Froderlck A. Roedey for o period of 24

_years 4t an ananal rent of %70 & year. %The lease also atated that noay ihe

termdnation of the lsase “ihe loprovenents now of gaid nrendens & those horee

aftor placed on the premiges by the paxty of the second part {foedeX), ehall

2, Leape, Swayne to Wilson, Septemberx 7¢ 1637, in Deed ook 23, Dped40-341.

Py

Jefferson County Cougt Iouse, Chorles Towng ¥e Vae _

8, ¥*Schedile A of lots and improvenants thoretn, ownod bty individeals, ad-
Joining the pablic Imildings at Harposg ferry Amearye wilh degeription of

the irprovensnis on cach lot, am the price for wlich the whele can Lo puYs

cheseda® Dooembex 12, 1844, Hicrofila Boel 23, Vede pediie

ol

+ 75 small weeden Fouse, 10 % 14 fest,
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4
Lo sppraipeds . ® and paid for by Swaynes

In September, 1847, Rowder purchassd Lot No. 16 from Swayns for $1,166.86.

‘Baged on this svidence, mnamsly the price paid for the property, the writer

{8 of the opinion that the oldest portion of Eldge Hee 18 was exsctied by Reeder
{a the periocd lé%é-@ﬁ.. Judging by ithe measured drawings of the buiiding, thu
styucture originally fmmm 22 fest on Hich Siveat and was 17 feet 7 inches
decpe The southeast wall rested up sgainsi the cuble wall of Bldg. Hoa 13
Bldge Hos 18 wag uilt of stone and wag fws shoxice ixis:;li, including the bagse
sent, in 184i~45. Rooms 2,4 and 5 on the swodern measured deavwings probably
compriged the eriglnal atmature.u

On Jaranry 2, 1948, Roder purchased Wager Lot Hoe 17 frcm Lm.ia ., Swayne

for $1,188.68, thus incressing his original frontsga on High Street from 32
&

feat to & total of €4 foet, Later the ssme month, Roodey mmumi a loan

7

of 23,000 from Abrahan He Herz, the milley cn the Island of Viepindus.

P

8
Roeder wag able to repay this meney in February, 1830. It seens likely that

Boeder used this laan to enlarge Bldge Hoeo 18 teo {is present sine, probably

in 1843=4%, and {n any event, cortainly by L858. This latter date is evtablished

by Roodexfs gale of Lot No. 17 to the United States in 1858, Lot No. 17 orie
ginally faﬁn*{h‘?d 32 feet on High Styeet, yet in 1806 Roodex sold only 28 foot
4. Cuwayne to E"mmar, Leass, January 29,, 18~‘§~3,~ Baed Book 87, pp.l02-1033 also
Swayne and Wilson, &g Greeanty Jannary 2%, lbdd, Deod Dook 87, 3103,

S¢ Draving Ho, H=HF 3059, “Fuilding Ho. 3,{3, The Inrleloh ouse,” dated
Ausgupt 10, 1958, 13 ehweelss Sss Shents ) and 2

B¢ Deed of Be & 84, SDwayne to Soedor, Jamtary 2, 1348, Deed Sotk 39, ppe30i-
S05, ; ,

7s Dend of ‘::ﬁmtg Eoedeor to Isaae Pouln, as irusiss for }.fim‘rf Jamsary 1%,

)‘.33%3, poad ook 20, pedlfs

8. FReloase of Trust, Fouke to Reeder; Febwanry 18, 1850, Deud Dook 31, poBd-
85.

R




€ linchea ¢? this frontags to the United Stateg, retsining for his own uae
5
threo fest six inches of that frontecw, The 33 feot reserved from lot Mo

- 17 was added to the oricinal 3% foel frontagm of Lot Hos 16, and gives us

the pressnt frontage of Dldy. No, 16 on High Strest, nazely 35 faet 2} inches.

Thus, prebably in 1842841848, medezr extonced the lenyth of Mg &ww by

. sdding two more rooms, one lecated on the hesevant &‘x& the other on .he Sirst

floory Namely, rocms Ho. 1 and 3 e the messured @xaddmw. This addition,
huilt af stohe, vag 13 f&a‘e :3"'* inches lv 17 feet seven inches in sisze, and
hcreamd the z:xigmal ¢ ronm"a of the houss on ilgh Btrest to 35 fest 2%

iuc&wa. A new bxic'z goacond stery and & hall con -ams.w yoaous Ec. B, 7, 8

and ﬁ, and alafka roof ¢ WIS xsmmbly ﬁd.iad over the :stmza mr&ian e.iurim; ﬁm
lBéMﬁ zamd&llim. Amhitecmml m?ex:ﬁigatmn can wrhax:a best angwes

this-z Queastion of the date ei the k:xiw; misﬁtionm Inany avent, Blé‘g. Hioe

_16 was 25 swxiw Mgh, wwr & one mm’y ?:wem*xt, amd hed & ulam mz;f' b;r
1858, | | |

18 -

In the roar of qu. i’ae. 18 stands E&q. :10. 1&2\. & two atory brim.. &nnex
mwxiﬁq 11 ﬁiam: % inches by 14 foet 2 inches iR size and cunt&ining two
Yo, one on emh floore lio evidence mlatmg o %:ha mnst*uctiozz of Bldy,
Noe 164 Emar haen. -feunﬁ, ’“’Im carliest view showing Bldgs 16A da s‘h@&wmph '
}ZB-I%:}, which wae made in 1878« The question of vhethar mdm Yo 164 was
standing hefore th@ Givil War or not mist Lo left to the results of ezrcizi-»
tectudal investigation, The structure fa also to ke seen on the 1894 Perrioe
mrn map of Harpers Forry wizinh asppears on the next puge of thie reporte
1§é Deed of B, & 8., Reeder to Ue 5., August 26, 1856, Doed Dock 38, ppeldd-

L4 - : . .
10, Piotographs HF-64, HF-¢00, HR-g6, .

»oemo
e 1




Sanborn-Perris Map
of Harpers Ferry
November 18%4.

Scalet 50 feet = one inchg
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. Bldge loe IEAJ may have been standing before the Civid ¢ but no svidance

in dooumentary sources has been found to settle the question ong’ way or the
othey,
3¢ U CF TLDG, X0, 10, 1845-186)

Bmﬁ. Ka, 16 was the vosidence end probally the. ghop ¢f Fradesick A
3
Roeder from .18-45 to 1881, The Cengug of 1360 mov&d% ug with the fod~

jowing date oa this fanllys

#iredericlh A. Hoadaer, S0 years old, mele. Conlogtioner. Yalue of M&l Estates
, RWLW.‘ Value of Personal Estater 51,800, Iewna in wmny, Ceymonys
Aung M Mflnth‘x?xg 33( fatigley Dorn in GaXoiy e )
}'\‘12? Li} & 3»!4 ffe l&-g Soan da Vae ‘C[’X‘;S .
Tabdlda B @ J§37; femule, 4 ¥ CI1%¢5) Henns / //;ﬂ ﬂ
w o —CIBY7

Mucmetys He ¥ tala d
5@;@gﬁ e 3\:‘; f%._,’ o w o (1549 ﬁﬂlﬂc(‘< gulld‘fﬁ\

Tow i’ 8, fooalg, W ‘C‘% d«i 718
Atbert Wo - S maley 7 #5
. , ‘ » P I R &ﬁ Am@(c« 4—

Julda fep forade
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he JHLTCRYCAL PLAIS OF TR BUILEIEG |
Ko hetorical plany of Bldge, No. 16 ¢r 184 have baen Found and it ia

highly ualikely that goy will ever be Jomateds For modora muowured drawings
mé Drasing loe WSOi-S05%, #Bldg, No. 16-Ihe Burleigh Nouse,” 12 sheots,
dated fuguet ZG, 1868

Be JIUIORICHL PIRICORARE

Photooraphs of Dldg. No. 16wiil e found in the followlny reparis:
1. 1832 photogreph, =65, in Snell, Charles We, "Report, for ¥ager L@ta'
Hoy 6, 7 and Part of §, the Weger lcuss ox?ﬁ&%eﬁ Btates Hotel,” dated Auwquast
Ve 1958, paco 35 View of rsar recf lins of Bldge 1 showing 4t to be 2%
gtorlens high.

1. Coneus of 1850, Real 10, V.2, pe.lié; Uensmus of 1880, Bael 10, V.2, p.i70,
18, Copsus of 1800, Heel 18, Yoy pel¥ls ' '
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2 iﬂ&l photograph, HF=431, on page 39 of mame yeport. Yiew of resr roof
line of Bldge Hoe 264 R
\/ $. 1870 photograph, HF-33, in Snelly e Vap "illetorio Hsi1ding Site Durvey
Repoxt, for ¥Wager Lot Lo, Sg-liigh Streot,” datad .ugust 1, 1958, pags 18
Visw of porch posts on High Skreet froal of Bldge los 16. -
Qe 1073 palniing, i%x«léﬁ, in above report, page ibs Viw of porch on Mok

Strent of Bleloe Ho. 10

- / e 1588 p&%tew,mph, Iﬁ«g‘é, ixz unall, C, Wap “Hdstorie ML‘iwg Report, Fort

II, mamxiem fats Seotdon, for Bldys Jos 7, While Haile” dated Haxeh 30,

1058, page 16 View of reax of Bldge fow 16s | |

6 1370 photograph, HE-43, on mq@ 17 of ebeve reporte This is the eariiest
¢ 4in which Bldge oo 163 18 ‘kc& b8 goen ¢loarlye 7 .

'7 1880 phatamaph. =379, on page 18 of above veporke View of veur of

mn No 8e _

/ 18%% ;shmtcgraph, AR-59, in Saelly Ca Yo, ”’Kﬁ.ﬁtaxﬁe i’mnciinq Site ﬁmﬁay
Report for Dldge koe 3, Vager 1ot Ho. 53,7 dated July 29, 1856, 3;».,17, Exeele
lont view of High Street front end rooi of Bldye Yoo 16e
€, 15056 photograph, ili=82, in Snell, O Ve, "Historic "*uildmw floport, Part
11t storical Data Sevtion, for Bldge Hoe la, The Susan Iksxmﬂy Dldg. ¥ dated
Maxch 27, 1058, page 13. High Gigeat fmﬂt and roul,

/,/m, 3808 ¢ @graph, =8, i.n .,mnnm, Artiur Lo "History of Vagey Luts
Roe 17 to 34, 1782-1869," page &0. Dasellent view of year side, porch of
Didge Moo 18 and 161&»

1. I‘ar mpdern view of iigh uimvat front of Bldy. Noe. 16, sae Snslly Ce Ve

- FRistorie Puilding Report, Part X, for Iﬁmqg Boe 16,7 page 1.

e



.12+ On the following page of this report will be found & modern view of the
rear of Bldo., Ho, 18 and 184, Photograph HF-208,

6a “IEJ&L"Y CF FISTCRICAL DATA

As Ownership of the Land, 1782-188]
Lot No. 16 was cwned by the Wager family frem 1782 until 1847, In

Septenber, 1847, Noah H. Swayne scld the lot te Frederick A, Hoodsy for
§1,166.66. In June, 1848, Roodor cold a amall .ptes:?e of the lot that fromed
ot Potomac Street 32 feet by 25 feet, to the United States for $337, Roeder
and his heirs retained title ta the reminiuq portion ¢f Lot No. 18 untf}

1681s In addition to Blda. Ho. 18, Hr. Boeder also owned Bldgs, Bo. 5 and
7 during the 18591865 podod,
B. Copstrugtion of Blcns, Fo, 16 end 164

‘ Bldgs Ho. 16 was apparently evected by Frederick A, Roeder in 1844-45
under a leaschold from Kosh H. Swayne, The house was two stories hich, ige
cluding a one story stene basement, and front@d‘ 43 feet on High Sireot end
had a depth of 17 feet seven inches. Probably {n 1848-1849 end certainly
by 1656, Roeder madse ancther sérma of additions to Bldy. He. 16, A 13 fout

24 inch by 17 feot seven inch stene addition, two stories in heicht, was
added to the northwest end of the original houee, thus increasing the overadl.L

dimensicne to 356 feet 2} inchee by 17 feet 7 inches. Frobably 1848-48,

Rt SN

and certainly befors 1859, Roeder added a brick second story and & half to
Bldge los 16 and a slate roof. Thus at the time of the John Brown Kaidl

Bldge Hoe 18 was 2§ stories high over a stone one stery basenent.,
Bldg. Ho. 164, which stands in the rear of Bidg. Noe 16, 16 8 brick two

gtory ettneture containing one reom on each floor and measures 18 fest 2 inches

e




Haypers Pexry Negative Fo, PHE-3(9,

~ g

In the Center of tha photc;;}xaxjh may be scenithe rear of Bldge. Foe

16 with the ruing of & two story frame porch running the length ef the struoe

2 turo, Hote that the basement and first fleor are built of stones The sec
: ond and & half story are constructed of bxick. ﬁ;‘a the left of the phetograph

gtands Bldg. Hoe 164, the two story brick houste
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by 1) feot 2 inches. Documentary evidence has falled to lndicate whathwx'

Bldge No. 16A wag gtandirg before the Clvil %ar or mots The earliest photow
groph showing this structure wae taken {& 1870, If Bidy, 16A was standing
bafore 1861, its bxick construction sugpsatsthat it was erocted at the saue
time the brick second floor was added to Dldg. Fou 18
Co lUsg of Bldge loe 18 |
Bldg. Ho. 16 was utilised from 1845 to 1861 as the residence and pro=
Lakly the shop of Fredarick A. Feoeder, who was snconfectioner by trades
Bldge Eos 164, if standing prior to léﬁl, was probably used as exixs
rooms for Rosderfs help or perhaps as a amell warshouse or storage rooms

for his businesse
1Sgd) CHARLES W, SNELL

Cheries We Snall )
Hotorian (Park Supervisory)
Aprii 8, 1859
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Harpexs'\l@'&%}’*ﬁa%lé}éf %xyr}&nEant

Barpere Ferry, west Virginia

April 6, 1959

Memorandum
Tos : Regional Director, Region Five
From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry kational Monument
%‘ Subjects Resgarch Project No. HF-60. Bldys. Ne. 16 and 164,

Enclosed please find one copy of the "Historic Euilding

1 Report, Part II, Historical Data Section, Bldgs. No. 16 and 164,
3 Frederick A. Eoeder?s House,” dated April 3, 1959, 1l pages, as
3 prepared by Historian Charles W. Snell, for technical review by
ﬁ Regional Historian Frank Farnes. :
¥
i _ o
2 (SGD) FRANK H. ANDERSON
| \, : : Frank H. Andexrson
3 : Superintendent
In duplicate
;é

e




’/m REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES . & H2215
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE f_act ;o
, SUPT br-3  on
RGR [1 o
Region Five : B St T AP IER =
e WL B et
421 Walnut Street Aom. AD| i
s : ME ] .
Philadelphia 6, Pa. m;%;fTQQZZGL
June 2, 1959

USSR
Memorandum : H. F, NAT, MON.

' REC'D.
To: . Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument ‘}th 3 9
From: Regional Historian

Subject: Research Project No. HF-60. Bldgs. No. 16 and 16A.

When this section is made part of the complete Part II,
Historic Building Report, the 1848 Plat {page 2) should be @gmended
to show the "Alley" on the east as Potomac Street. Presumably,
the architectural section will "make up for" the apparent dearth
of evidence on building detail (windows, doors, etc.). However,
the front porch that the photos of 1870 apparently doctment might
have been mentioned in the historical section, and an opinion
ventured. Similarly, the back porch, which the Sanborn map shows
jntruding between buildings 16 and 16A., This- is, of course,
mentioned in caption for photo HF-309, appended, but not in the

Y;((\@Mz @@4 i,

Frank Barnes
Regional Historian

In duplicate

Copy to: Director w/copy of Report



: ettt

H30
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
’ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 5

Haxpers Ferry ¥ational Monument
Harpers Fexry. West Virginia

~ June 4, 195%°
Hemorandum
Tos " Reglonal Director, Region Five
Froms Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument

Subject: Research Project Ho. HE-60, Bldg. No. 16 and 1B, Part 16
Higtorical Data Section

Histexian Charles We. Snell has the following comments to offer
{n response 1o Begional Higtorian Frans Barnes® memorandum of June 2 Ie-
garding the Part iI-Historical Data Section for Fldgs. No. 1B and 16A.

1. 1848 Hap, page 2. The words *Potomac Street” may be added
afteér the word “ajley® on the 1848 map. 1ni8 alley was wicened
{into & strest in 1850-51 and named “Poiomac oY Horth Cliff
gtreet® in 1852. : ;

9, Daarth of evidence on bullding detail. It will be noted in
yeviewing this report, that jire nell has taken five or six bits

of information and evolved from thig limited amount of evidence

a rather ingenicus theorty of hovw and when Bldge Ho. 16 uas erecied
and evolved into its form by 1865, it should also ke noted that
not one bit of documentary evidence has been found that provides
any infoymation wnatsoever as io railding detail {windows, doors,
etc.). A3 there is a bhighly competent AErchitect working at this
Vionument, wWho will make & detailed inspection and report of the
architectural features of this stracture, lT. Spell did not feel
juatified in venturing into a fieid where he is not qualified
{the evaiunation of structural evidence), and where documentary

evidence on the subject does not existe.

3. 1870 photographs, $F-33: BF-145; HF-43. These three phoio~
graphs iicidcate that by The 187078 there was probably a porch en
the front of Bldg. Ho. 16c-and, nore certainly, & porch on the rear
of Bldg. YNo. 16. ¥r. Snell, however, with absolutely no documentary
,  evidsnce available on the guestion, ig not prepared to state that
these porches were on ihe house before the Civil Ware The question
4n his opinion, w1l be readily solved when the Architectis make @
physical investigation of the structure itgelf. He venitures the
theory, howevel, that rear porch was & part of ths struciure el

1861.
(SGD) FRANK H. ANDER?

Frank H. Anderson
Tn cuadruplet : Supe rintendent

o e NIRRT BT T T Sﬂa"mf»w?wvﬁ"_f“:"
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NEW DATA ON THE PHYSICAL HISTORY AND USE
OF THE FREDERICK A. ROEDIR BUILDINGS,
1861 - 1865

1. Frederick A, Roeder Residence and Bakery,Bldgse. No. 16 and 164

ﬁ.cvdohn Je Kern's: claim for rent on behalf of Btstate of F.A. Roeder
October li, 1873 ‘ : :

ebé from July 25,1861 to March 25,1862 For Eent of two-
story Brick House from July 25th 1861 to March 25th 1862 nine
"Months at $ 18,00 per Month, (House) on Main Ste(High or
Washington Street)oooooooooo‘oooooo $ 162000

' For Ment of Bakery on Main Street(Bldge 16 or 16A)from July
24 25,1861 to ‘arch 25,1862 at $ 20,00 per ‘Ohlhe.eoeecoe $ 180,00

(Total for twos ,$ 342.00)
rented by Col. Baxter Commanding Baxter}!Fire Zouavese

f’A; a,aéc ’kl:fé ,

Td fiLrdddds The claim further states " we Yaw the troops commanded
by Col Baxter in the Building and occupied by them as Head Yuarters,”
signed by George P. Cardrer and Anthony Bussy, late Ordnance Dept.

B, John J. Kern's statement,September 551902 3

- I lived in the main building(Bldg. No. I8) at the beginni
the war. O Washington(or High) Street
There was one building (1&)sand two on Potomac street.
* They were all |ised by Col, 'gax‘ber 's Zouaves. The large brick
building (Fo. #6) on Washington(or High) Street was used for a
post=office and officeseee - 1 ,
They@xe Union r@ took possession shorty after Mr. foeder was
killed... They hel® it continuously until Baxter left and they
used them (the 3 buildings) off and on during the entire war.
¥H I think Baxter left sometime in the spring of 1862,
The main building (16} with the bakery (I6A ?) in back was worth
at that time $ 25.00(Tent) per monthe..e.

ng of

"The huildings were in good condition when the U.S. first took
possession, and he @—_'oede@ alweys kept them in good repair., They
were in bad condition when the U.S. left themo The windows had been
taken out and removed to Camp Hill to build quarters with. I guess it

would have cost $ 1,000,00 at that time to restore the buildings to the
condition in which they were before the U.Se authorities used the samee.

1, Curicut Coutt of Claims, JC 11803 !



Bldg. 16 Continued:

Cross examination of John J. Kern, 66 years old, Sept. 5,1902;
¥ There were seven rooms altogether in the main building@é_) and three in

the bakery parte.. They (the Army) used the main building for a post-office
but I do not know who was $Rpostmaster. One of them was Billy Walle I do not
remember what other officers used itoeoe. The building on Washington (or High)
Street was worth not less than $ 2000,00 at the time the occupancy commencedes, o

Co Statement of lMary L. Kerﬁz{, 59 years old and the oldest child of
Frederick A. “oeder, Septe 5,1902:

I know the UsS. authorities «f&d#dd occupied buildings belonging to
my father's estate during the war, our home /pla..ce(Bldg. Noe. 16) contained
eleven roomsy dish wxe bl 8 8 2y ittty o e '

Our father was lilled July L,1861, and the troops took possesaion of the
house that month. They gave up the home building and we tock possession in
Marchgl862.0.. They w ere brick buildings. Yhey occupied our home

building for a post=office and officers quarterseee.

e s 57 £

Crosseexamination of Mary L, Kern:

. The hdme building was three and one=half storieSecess I think it was Col,
Baxter who had control of the home %55 house and it was the same troops
had the other two. :

ede Statement of James R, Roeder, Sept, 551902~ second oldest son of Federick
Ao Roeder:, 5l years old,

R e
The Union army used three houses (Eldgs, No. S, 7, and 18) and a
bake @ldg. 1647 belonging to my father's estate. The home place(?ldgo
No. %m a brick'—Building-..- was used for theAddd-pést office and officers!
headquarterse It contained eleven rooms, situvated on the main street »
known as Washington @r High) Street. It ought to have been worth at that
time $ 18 to ¥ $ 20 (in rent) per monthos.,. — ‘

They (the Union ariy) used the bakery (164?) to bake bread in, There
was wood house and shed cornected with this. 4% adjgined the main building
(Bldge No. 18). They tore down these buildings angOsed them in building

their camps, My father was in the bakery business at the beginning of the
ware He was the only baker in town (In 1881), ‘

Col. Baxter of the 72d Pemn, Fire Zouaves occupied the home building (tic,
133. I dont know whether he was the commanding officer or not, w
They & took possession not quite a month after my father died, July Ly
% 1861l. I could not say for sure but I think they remained there that
winter,

Cross~examination of James R. Roeder:

Mro Baxter and his staff had control of the bakery, T‘b_ey ‘we,.;:e in th’e
house (Eldge No. 18). My father employed the two older (Hoeder) boys in
the bakery and sometimes he would get others...



Bldg. Noo 16 continued:

E, Thomas J. Burleigh, past 50 years of age, owner of Bldg. No., 16,
who had purchased this structure on January 3,1881, His statement of
Sept. 5,1902¢

- I know the U.S. aubthorities occupied the brick building( No. 16)
on Washington street belonging to the Roeder estate, in which I now
liveo :
There are ten rooms in the building now and it is the sane as it was

then. They took possession I think it was the first year of the war
and I think they held it for about a year. I do not know the exact
time but I remerber very distinctly of them going out and when they came
back. They used it for a post-office and there were some soldiers in
there too."

F, Summary of the Evidence by Attorney Ge We Hott, May 44,1906 L
One ‘of them(Bldge No, 16) contained ten or eleven rooms(in 1861)

and was used as a post-office and officers' ¢warters. A bakery was
also utilized by the Union Armye.

Data from National Archites Record “roup 123, Circuit Court of Mddells

Claims, Claim File No, JC=- 11802‘-Congressiona3:;€2 Jurisdictionse
Vd

Note: See Harpers Ferry Negative HF- 208 for a 186l Waud sketch of
a Union Army bakery in operation at Harpers Ferry. This bakery was
probably located in the Small Arsenal Building, U.Se. Block A.,
Shenand oah Streete ;

7/10/ 75""0 Ve Snell
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SECTION T: ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

A. Name and Number of Building:

Roeder Building, Number 16.

B. Proposed Use of Roeder Building:

Develop within the building an Architectural Exhibit por-
traying various details of construction as exemplified in this
building and in other local buildings. In addition it may he
necessary to prepare special exhibits to supplement éxposed de-
tails. These should be self-guiding, along simple lines, and
portrayed for about sixth grade level.

This exhibit is in accord with the Master Plan, approved
July 8, 1964, page 7 bottom of middle column under Needed:
Architectural Exhibit. Also the puilding and its location
are portrayed on the Mip on Page 9: the Foeder Building.

i This building is admirably suited to this purpose. The

™ _ base is of native stone, a material common to pbuildings in

this town. The upper floor is of brick, used particularly by
the U. S. Armmory in its construction. Woecdwork is varipus,
portraying different styles of construction and finish. And
one wall of the structure shows the adaptation of part of an
earlier stone wall to a later addition to the building.
Further, most of the building is above flood danger.

/
\

By making the display self-guiding it will be possible
to use it without interpretive personnel. And by the same
token it can be used with minimum heating cost since no one
will be stationed in the building.

C. Provisions for operating the Roeder Building:

With the work under FCP B-57 well under way, it will soon
be possible to plan exhibits: which parts will be exhibited
in place and what building construction methods and architec-
fural research methods will be portrayed in the building. At
present no funds are programmed for this purpose or for re=-
habilitating the interior.

D. Estimate of Cost df Proposed Constructions:

The exterior restoration was planned at a cost of $42,000.
It is now certain that the cost will not ke lower. When this
work is completed it will be possible to program additional




/«\

work in accord with Part II of this Plan. It is estimated
that interior restoration, mechanical, exhibits and archi-
tectural investigation will cost $24,150.00.
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SECTION II. HISTORICAL DATA SECTION

A. Name.énd Nﬁmber-of Building:

Roeder Building, Number 16.

B. Historical Informations

There is no additional historical data. The report
made by Charles W. Snell, Park Historian, dated April &,
1959, in 11 pages, Project No.Hf-60 contains all infor-
mation available at present on this structure.

I+ is believed that the Architectural Data Section
gives a more correct definition of the actual building
construction than is possible to prove by documentary
researche
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The following survey report, pertaining to the proposed exferior
restofatioh and interior rehabilitation of the Frederick A Roeder
Building, waé prepared in accordance with directions set forth in the
#i storic and Prehistoric Structures Handbook® and the “Historic
Structures Inventory? supplement emanating from the Directorfs Office,
dated April, 1963. |

No documents, contemporary with the restoration period, exist

pertaining fo ihe structurc. rhotcgraphs of the wezriod show only
gliﬁpses of portions of the structure, obscured by distance and fore-
ground material. Some information was obiéined from later photo-
‘graphs, however it was necessary to make an examination of the‘build-
ing fabric itself to bring forth an understanding of the construction
and evolvement of the external appeérance of the building through the
Civil War perioda |

Carpenter-Foreman James S. Askins has been helpful in identifying
later modifications and>exposing evidence of the fabric éertinent to
the period. His interest in the work, and his knowledge and under— -
étanding of materials and the methods of construction of the original
craftsmen were of especial value.

The Historical Data Sections of the Historic Structures Reportis

for this and other related buildings, prepared by Messrs. Charles W.

Spnell and Arthur L. Sullivan were much aid in the preparation of the

réport.



The encouragement and advice of Supervisory Architect Archie

W. Franzen and Superintendent Joseph R Prentice is particularly

- acknowledged.

Alan M, Walmer
Bxchitect ,
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PART I

[t i el Phatalii. SRR

A. GENERAL

The Roeder House, Building #16, is located in Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park and stands at the intersection of High Street and Hog
Alley. To the rear, across Potomac étreet, 1ies the site of the Federal
Arnory aﬁd the Armory Engine House or #John Brownfs Fort.” &hile no

event of major historical significance can be connected with the Roeder

House, it was a prominent part of the background scene in the events

connected with the John Brown Raid and subsequent events of the Civil

War period ét Harpers Ferry.

The Roeder House is a picturesque strudture of rather unique appear-
ance and construction. Despite several structural faults and the de-
structivé processes of time, man and nature, it has managed to survive,
in exterior appearance at least, substantially as it was during the
period 1859~65.

- The house w@s puilt in stages from 1844 to 1857, incorporating por-
tions of other structures standing on the site. It was built by (or for)
Fréderick A. Roeder, a prominent citizen of the town, and & confectioner
by trade; who used the building as a residence and place of business.

Roeder was killed in 1861 by a sniper’s bullet while standing on the

1 : ,
back porch of his home. Theyeafter his family vacated the building and

1. This account of Frederick A. Roeder’s death was related to the writer
by Mrs. Mae Kern Ramey, @& great—grandaughter of Roeder, as told to
her by her grandwother, Mary Louisa Roeder Kern.



it wés used, apparently, by military personnel.

After the War the building was again used as a residence and
eventually passed out of the hands of the Roeder heirs.

Many changes were made to the building after the restoration period
but none of these alterations greatly‘altered the historic fabric. On

slate
the exterior, new/roofing was applied, several sash and doors were re-
placed, and shutters were installed. The porches were rebuilt (the
back porch and stairhouse no longer exist). One wind§w frame is a re—
placement. Inside, the alterations consisted mainly of the addition
of floor and wall coverings, wéinscoting, and board partitions that
'covefed up the old fabric. The basement rooms received new floor
frami;g énd flooringe.

That the house belonged to a man of frugal er moderate means is
efidént in the general quality of materials and workmanship employed
throughout the building. A great deal of material r?claimed from.other
construction was incorporated in the building; and the often unorthodox,
sometimes crude methods of construction and workmanship indicate a
certain lack of experience‘or knowledge of building techniques on the
part of the workmen.

. Roeder, at the time of his death, was the head of & largé household.2

His house apparently grew in stages as the increasing size of his family

9. An 1860 census lists nine occupants of the house.
Snell, Charles W., “Historic Building Report, Part II, for Buildings
No.16 and 16A7 dated April 3, 1959, page 7«

2
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required and his budget alloweds

There is no definite documentary evidence to pinpoint the dates
or thé exact nature of the original construction‘and subseguent major
changes to the building. wagver, an analysis of the fabric, studied
in correlation with known facts concerning adjacent properties and
buildings, leads one to deduce that there were five major stages in the
evolution of the structure: . ' ,

1. As constructed, 1844-5 |

9. Alterations of 1848-9

3. Alterations of 1856-7

4, Clvil Var cooupandy

5. Post-period alterations
A descripfioh of the physical his{ory gf the building may ﬁost

conveniently and coherently be made by considering each of these stages.

B. AS CONSTRUCTED, 1844-5

The initial portion of the Roeder House was built on Lot No.16 of a

vdiviéion of the Wager Six-Acre Reservation laid off into lots in 1835,

The propefty was unoccupied until 1837, when one John G. Wilson con-
tructed a stable on Lots 16 and 17.% Wilson was the builder of Stage-
coach Inn. The Roeder House had not yet been built in Decembér of 1844,
for at that time, Major Symington, of +he Federal Armory at Harpers

Ferry, made an evaluation of properties adjoining the site of the Armory.

3. Sullivan, A. L;, #History of Wager Lots #17~34, 1782-1869", P77l



In his evaluation, Major Symington states that Lot 16 was occupied by
#3 small wooden house, sixteen feet by fourteen feet, one story® and
{hat Lot 17 was occupied by ¥a large wooden stable sizty feet by thirty
feet énd loft above.,”4 Roedér leased Lot 16 in January of 1844 for rent
which would indicate that there was no structure‘of value on the site at
that time. However, in September of 1847, Roeder purchased the same lot
for an amount far in excess of the value of the land alone.5 ’

It was common in Harpers Ferry during this period for some land~
owneré td rent portions of their properties to others under long term
jeases. Usually the térms of these leases fequired the lessee to con-
étrucyya building on the rented lote Often the lease would specify the
type of construction, nurber of floors, aﬁd overall dimensions of the
building; At the termination of the leass, the improvements to {he prop-
erty were to be evaluated and paid for‘by the lessor.6 Ko plans or speci-
fications for the Roeder House have ever been found. waever, the original
portion seems to follow closely the specifications found in other leases
and deeds of the period.

The building, as originally constructed, fronted 2273% on High Street

.and wés 1777# deep. It was a two story stone structure, bﬁt because it was

43 Op.Citn p.3
5, Ibid, p.4

6. Ibid, p.3 and Kissling, H. H., “Historic Building Report for Bldg.1B, .
" Marmion Hall®” dated October 30, 1958, pps.13-30. Historian
Kissling recounts a detailed narrative of such an agreement and the
problems one man encountered with it.

4



built on a sloping site on the southwest side of the street, it fronted
only one story on the street side. An areawdy 4cross the front provided'
light, ventilation and access tc the basement.

The walls were laid up of local fubble stone, capped with a brick
sawtooth cornice. Some of these bricks were reclaimed and used in later
additions and still shOW'the‘weathered ghosts of their formex use. IThe
stonework was probably pargeted. The structure was built against the
Downey Holse, Building No.1d (built 1838-9¢), employing that structure as

its southeast wall.

3

A gable roof having a slope of seven in twelve paralleled High Street.
The eﬁds»of the present second floor joists and beams are cut at this
éngle'and show the nail holes where the rafters were attached.
| There were two small porches or stoops at the first floor lévél,
one a{ the front and one at the rear. Two old bricked in joist pockets
were found under the first floor back door. The nature of the original
steps, and whether the porches were yoofed or not, can only be conjectured.
The southwest (street) and northeast (rear) eievations were similar
in thét at each floér level & door was cenféred‘on each facade. Each
:doof was flanked by two windows, one ol either side, except at the base~
ment level at the rear where there wasrgg;y»one window to the left (east)
of the door. The northwest (gable end) elevation was unbroken by any
opsning. |
on the interior at the basement level, the plan was divided into two °

rooms of unequal size by a stud, lath and plastex partition. The original



flooring was replaced long agoe. It was probably of ﬁood. The larger
of the two rooms had a large, deep fireplace and may have been the
kitchen. The use of the other room has not been determined:
An outside stair must have providgd access to the first floore
The existing interior stair is a later additione
| The first floor plan was simply one large room with a fireplace
centered in the northwest wall. No trace ofvany partition or divider
could be found in this space. The period use of the room is not known.
The flooring of this room is Qriginal and consists of wide, random
widih'(B“—ls"} red pine boards fongued and grooved and 17 in thickness.
The floor boards are laid parallel to the long axis of the building.
The floor and ceiling structures of this room are similar, and consist
of joists and beams that span theishort axis of the building. There are

four large wood beams each in the ceiling and floor. These beams bear

..~ mortises, slots, and round holes which have no relatipn to the structure

of thé building. The writer has seen simiiar timbers and cuts in many
timbér covered.briages and is of the opinion that t+hese beams were re-
claimed from an old covered bridge. The Wager Bridge which crossed the
 Potomac River at Harpers Ferry was demolished,about 1841,/ It is possible
Roeder economized by utilizing serviceable material reclaimed from that

source. Between these beams and parallel to them, light wood joists were

7. Snell, C. W., “Historic Building Site Survey Report for Wager Lot No.l
and the Bridge lot, The Baltimore & Ohio RR Co’s Bridge and Build~
ings at Harpers Ferry.” Dated September 22, 1958, p.23



placed about 27 on center.

| The masonry openings in the southwest and northeast elevations of
the original structure aie bridged by long (18%) continuoué wood lintles
or plates, 4" x 7", laid flat. These plates, built inte the masonry walls,
bear the ends of the floor joisté and beans, and the masonry above'them.
In addition, on the exterior, each masonry opening has a stone lintle.

The window assemblies of the first floor are of a different size and
desion than those of the basement. The basement masonry openings have
plastered flanks and no casings, while the first floor openings have wood
flanks, casings, and backbands. The window and door frames have plugyed

mortices and holes, and old nail holes, indicating that the material with

which_they were assembled was used and came from another buildings

The interior wall surfaces and cellings were plastered and whitewashed.

C. ALTERATIONS OF 1848-9

In'Janﬁary of'1848 Roeder acquired Lot No.l7 adjacent to his propsrty

and preéumably soon after that added two rooms to hischouse. The two

story rubble stone addition increased the frontage of the housé to 35%-6",
its present dimension. Roedér incorporated the southeast wall of a stable

then standing on Lot 17 as the northwest wall of the addition.®

8. .Refer back to pages 3 and 4. Major Symingtonfs evaluation of the prop-
erties is in error, the stable, or at least its end wall, was stone,
.and it was located on Lot.i#17. During the course of this fabric inves-
tigation, two bricked-up openings were found behind the plaster on the
interior of the northwest wall of the Roeder House. A complete frame
and sill for ons of the windows was uncovered; mortices for bars were
found in the head and sill, such as a stable window may have had. No
sash were ever installed in this frame. The outside of the frame faces
the interior of the Roeder House.

7



The new addition had seven mAsonry openings (four doors and three
wihdows), cach of a different size and detail. This suggests that the
frames, doors, and sash were probab&f adapted from ancther structure.

A doorway was cut into the masonry end wall of +he original portion
of the house to provide access at the first floor level to the new ad-
dition.

The basement room was probably used as Roeder’s place of business;
as there is no interior passage from this room to the rest of the building.
A large fireplace was added back to back with the fireplace of the adje-
cent and older room. Both fireplaces share the same flue.

"
. B opnm oy ART R P et ek e T AT o AT o AE, r”)
{rst Flocr of the afdditioh conaiote of randsm width (856

ol Ll

th
@]

~board§; 1-1/8# in thickness, running from front to back and perpendicular
to the flooring of the adjacent roome The flbor framing consists of v&ryz
light wood joists, approximately 17-4# on center, which franme in%o headerx
beans along the'noxthwest and southeaét walls. There is no fireplace in
- this room and its use is not known. |

The walls and ceilings of.bdth new rooms were plastered and white—
wéshed. The woodwork was painted dark brown. The baseboards and floor
of the fiist floor addition were painted with a black coatihg that re-
sists the action of paint removers. The extérior woodwork was painted
whife and the deors brown. e

To the rear of Building #16 stands a detached two story brick struee
ture, designated as Building #16A. This building measures 14/-6% by 11%-3%.

©

in plan, (and has but two rooms, one of ecach floor). It was built up
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against the Downey buse employing that sfructure as its southeast wall.
No date for the construction of this small out bui;ding coﬁld.be de—
termined. The brickwork differs in detail from tha% of the third story
of the main>building. However, details of windows and doors are simi-
lar to those of the 1848-9 addition to the main house. The back porch
of the main house relied in part upon one wall of Building #16A for sup-
port, consequently the writer is of the opinion that it was built at
about the same time as the 1848-9 addition. It definitely was in exis-

tance by the swmmer of 1859.9

T+s use is not known. It was not a kitchen or Roeder’s shop as
there are no fireplacesa Possibly it was a storeroom or servants?
- :

guarters.

D. ALTERATIONS CF 1856-7
| Thé stone stable on Lot 17 was still standing in 1856, for at fhat

time Superintendent Cloweuof the Federal Armory advised purchase of the

lot and stable because it was a firetrap. In August of 1856 Frederick

Roeder sold the northwest 287-6" of Lot l7,lincluding the stable, to the
United States. The stable, except ror its southeast wall, was subsequent-
1y demolished and the lot was filled in and made into a streetlo-commonly

known as “Hog Alley”.

9. The roof of this outbuilding is visible in Photograph HF-64 found in
the Park files and taken during the summer of 1859, :

10, Sullivan, A. L., “History of Wager Lots #17-34, 1782-1869," p.74

9
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The brick third floor and attic addition to the'Roeder House could
not have been constructed prior to the demolition of the stable, as the
conétrucéion of the northwest wall of the brick addition would have in-
terfered with the roof and loft of the stable. The brick addition was
made prior to 1859, however.ll

The southwest elevation of the secondvfloor addition (third story
lével) was punctured by three windows and two doors, located approxi-
mately ébove'the corresponding first floox op2ningse. Cne window at the
attic level was located in the northwest gable end.

The southeast gable end of the attic was built up of 27x4” studs,
lath gpd plaster, and random width 17 thick planks. above the juncture
of thé gdble with the roof of the Downey Fouse, the exterior side was
covered with slate shingles.

‘Cast iron balcony supports and railings were used on the High Street

elevation at the second floor level. The supports and the ends of the

railings were built into the brickwork as the walls were laid up. This

proves the balcony was present during the period.

The wood back porch was roofed to make a gallery. The stairs at the
eastern corner of this porch were extended to sexve the new second floor,
and were enclosed for their protection by a wood frame and clapboard
stair héusing. A portion of the old stone stable wall at the northern |
corner 6f the bégk porch was reworked to provide a doofway from the porch
to the newly opened alley. Another part of this wall, at the intersection

of the alley and High Street, was torn down to make a low wall at the

11. See Appendix I, photograph HF-64
10



northwest end of the front porch.

The new gable roof was covered by slate shingles; these‘shingles,
as adduced from éqme fragments found under the present roofing, were
similar in color and texture to Buckingham, Virginia slate, and were
of random widths, 167-18” long, exposed about 747 to the weather.

The front or'Hiéh Sfreet slope of the roof had two dormers, the
rear slope had.oﬁe. The dormers were located approximately a&ove the
second floor dot¥s and their cheeks werevcovefed with slate similar to
the roof and gable end. -

bThe 1856-7 alterations added four new rooms +to the Roeder House;
{wo'qn_ihe second floor and two on the attic level. The sizes of the
N new rooms corresponded roughly to the sizés of the basement and first
floor rooms below them. The new rooms ﬁere separated by light stud,
lath and plaster partitibns; The floo;ing of the second floor and.
attic is pomposed éf random (33 - 8% ) width hardwood boards, about 14
in thi;kness, laid parallel to the long axis of the building.
The.wails, partitions, and ceilings were plastered.
The ﬁoodwork of tﬂe 1856~7 addition is of much finer quality,
wotkmanship, and uniformity than that‘found on the floors below.

Mouldings and joinery are moré intricate, and fitted more neatly.12

Evidence of the use of reclaimed matefgéls, found on the first floor

and basement, is not to be found on +he second floor and attic levels.

12. This craftsmanship follows more closely that found in the majerity
of the downtown buildingsa :

' , oo



~portion of the structure was removed at this time.

The new rooms were heated, presumably with stoves, as there are no
fireplaces in the 1856-7 addition. The larger of the two second floor
rooms has a mantle which is original; however. :

Alterations-to older portions of the house during tﬁis period in-
cluded the installation of an interior winding stairway from the first

floor to the second floor in the southern corner of the original (1844~-5

portion. This new stairway was undoubtedly & great comfort and conven-

ience, as formerlyp one was required to go outside the building and as-
cend or descend the open, exposed stairs at the front and rear of the
structure. An interior stairway at the north corner connected the
Seconq floor and attic.

Full length porches front and rear were added during the‘coﬁrse'bf
these élterations.

Presumably, the frame partition in the basement of the original
' 13

Small closets were built under the basement and aftic runs of the
stairways, and a clothes press was installed beside the chimney in the
larger of the two second floor rooms.

All of the plaster and woodwork in the house was painted at this
time. |

No period use for the rooms of the brick addition is known. Pre~

sumably they were bedrooms.

13. Mrs. Ramey (see footnote 1, p.l) recalls that her grandmother told
her this room was the family kitchen-dining room. The space, as
divided by the partition, would not have been large enough to ac
comodate nine persons at a table.

12



E. CIVIL WaR

Fieaérick Roeder died in July of 1861; his wife had died previously,
in 186b. After Roeder’s deatﬁ, his children vacated the structure to
live with an aunt in the nearby town of Bolivara14 Presumably, soldiers

stationed in the area, thereafter, used the house as quarters and pro-

tection from snipers. Numerous pencil scrawls; names, ranks, and compan-

s~

"ies, names of girl friends, and dates and addresses were found on the

plaster and woodwork under numerous coats of palnt.ls

The Roeder House does not appear to have suffered from extensive JAI

damage or troop vandalism, although a hundred yeers of weatherin

nad

jol]
C\

=

later_yenovations may very well have obliterated any scars caused by the
War.

During the course of this fabric investigation charred woodwork,

plastér lath, and floorkoards were uncovered in. the first floor room of

the originalvportion of the structure. . The window casings in particular

" were scorched black. Evidently, the fire was confined to this one room

only, and was quickly extinguishéd, as damage to the fabric was slight.
In the northern corner of the room, where the fire appears to have been
ﬁost intense, the outlines of furniture and other articles may be traced

in the blackened floorboards. One complete window casing and frame in

14. MNrs. Ramey - see footnote 1, p.l

15. See new photographs in Appendix.

“13
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this corner is a replacement for one presumably destroyed in the fire.
No record of a fire in Building #16 has been found; howcver, severdal of
the pencil scrawls found on the second floor window casings refer to a
#Steam Fire Engine Co.”and “Baxter’s Fire Zouaves” and the date 1862.
The window casings and'othef damagéd fabric were later simply painted

to cover the charred wood and burned plaster.

"F. POST PERIOD ALTERATIONS ‘

Predeiick Roeder’svheirs retaiﬁed title to the building until 1881,
whenvthe house and lot were sold to one Bridget Burleigh.16 Most of the
lterations and additions adjudged as having been installed after the re-
storation period appsar to be of late nineteenth cenvuxy woIrk O of caxliy

twentieth century yearse.

The wood front porch was replacéd by a concrete terrace sometime

arouhd 1892.17 The wood rear porch or gallery and stairhouse were re-

moved by the National Park Service in 1956. The rotted remains of the

outside winder stairs were removed by the Park Service in 1964. The back

porch and stairs were, at the times of their removal in an extremely
rotted, unsound condition and constituted a safety hazard to persons WO Tk
ing about the building. Details of their construction were carefully re-

corded for later duplication.

16. Snell, C. W., "Historic Building Report, Part II for Buildings #16
and 16A.“ Dated dApril 3, 1959, p.S _ . . :

17. Photograph HF-99 shows the wood porch. FPhotograph HPF-92 shows the
concrete terrace. Both photos were made in 1892.

14



One window frame, and several sash were late replacements. Three of
the four first floor doors are typical early 20th century gtock dO0Y S,
All but one of the basement doors and frames are relatively recent re-
placements.

Inside, in the basement, all traces of the original floor construction
havekvanishedu Cne rbom, used until recently as a furnace room and coal
' bin, has a concrete slab floor. The other room has a wood flodr construc-
ted in the 1920¢s. The wood Wainscoting and +the stairway from the first
floor to the basement probably date from the same period as the floore.
A1l these elements are assembled from modern machine finished wood stock
and are fastened with wire nails and zinc-plated wood screvss

A board partition on the first floor is likewise a late addition.

The floor of the southeast room on the first floor was covered by a
hardwoéd floor, installed on scabs over the original flcoring, sometime
‘in the 1930’5,18 This modern flooring has been removed.

The installation of a hot water or steam heating system has left nu-
merous pipe cutouts and radiator hanger brackets in‘the floors and ceilings.

The walls of some rooms were covered by cloth and paper wall coverings
and beavefboard panels. !
The basement and first floorx manflés are not original, the exis{ing

mantles being assembled with modern Wood SCrews.

18. Mrs. Ramey - see footnote 1, p.l.
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HARPER’S FERRY FROM 1ARYLAND, 1859

Photograph Mo. HF-64

This photograph is_ the earliest view in which the Roeder House can
be séen.

The tall hip-roofed structure in the middle right ground is the
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad water tower, the Armory Engine House roof
is visible. Above the Engine House, to the left of the cornice of the

water tower, a portion of the roof, =z>cond floor, chimney, and dormer.

of Building #16 may be seen.
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HIGH STREET, circa 1882

PHOTOGRAPH NOGHF-770

This photograph, although it dates alter the restofation period, is
the only old view of the High Street elevetion of the Roeder House.

The old woodvporch, removed about 1812, the ornamental iron balcony,
dormers, and southeast gable end of Build'ng #6 show clearly. DNote the

wood balustrade at the southeast end of tiwe porch.
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- APPENDIX II

DRAWINGS TLLUSTRATING EVOIUTION OF FLCCR PLAN

AND ELZVATICHS

The drawings and sketches included in this
appendix are a gréphic interpretation of data
gathered and conclusions reached during the in-
vestigation of the building and the preparation

of this report.

A, FEvolution of MHich Strset elevaiion

B. As Constructed 1844-5

1. Floor Plans
9. Perspective Sketch

C. Alterations of 1848-9

1. Floor Plans

D. Alterations of 1856-7

1. Flocr Plans

2. Porspective Sketch
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Ownership " .
in 1859: U. S. Government, 1848-1869. i

No. 59

————e

WAGER LOT NO. 17

Location: Now the east-west street leading from High Street to

Potomac Street, known as Jomes Alley.

Use in 1859: Unpaved town street. t . _' o \

History, 1835-1856:

Site of a 100 by 40 feet frame stable erected by John G.
Wilson under a leasehold in 1837-40. The property was owned
by Noah H. Swayne from 1835 to January 1848. Lot 17 was acquired
by Frederick A. Roeder in January 1848, who owned the lot until
August 1856. . At this later date the U. S. Government purchased
Lot No. 17 from Roeder, demolished the stable as a fire hazard
and converted the lot into a street. ‘

Source of Information:

Sullivan, Arthur L., “Historic Building Site Survey Report:
Wager Lots No. 17 to 34, 1782 to 1869," February 18, 1959. revised
May 15, 1959, 90 pages, 6 maps and 2 photos. Pages 72 to 74.
(HF-304). ‘
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3.
Public Iaw No. 289, approved larch 4,1915, appropriated
$ 320,00 for the payment of the Frederick Ao Roeder claime

The only recorded accounting for the Fele Foeder estate, ﬁith

JEIMy3e We Garéé\ler acting as administer )readSs as follows:
Kpril 28,1916: .

July 17,1915 T o cash, paid Geo. W. Hott, on Account of
Attorney fee prosecuting Civil War
claim agains‘b UOSO‘OOO.....!..!C',O'BO $ 61!-.00

Nov.ll,l915 sanmey, balance of feCsevescsssssccnes $ 16.00

Jamuary 1916. 5% commission on Collection of $ 320400
C anocoo..o..eo.o.-l.v$]L6000

Paid cost of ttlemen‘b )J'.J oKern TR
32

June 1915: Cash from UsS. Government for Payment for
property taken by the military force from
Fo. A, Foeder, Public Act No. 289, approved
I@rCh h.,19159ooo'o.o-o-.oOooooocoooooouc-oo-ooco 320000

Balance left Januaryl 19%6 of $ 205,68 left to be divided
up among heirs of Fo K. oeder s

Jane 1916
To Cash James R. Roeder, a son, his 1/7th

interest in $ 205068ecsccsccsccscccsrssscsscce $ 290380
To Cash, Yery L Kern, daughterm 177th intersst  $29.38
To Cash (4). Herman Roeder, s on, 1L/7th interest $29,38,
"o Julia A, Cole, a daughter, 1/Tth " $ 29.38

" Joseph Ao Roeder and Iaura Porter, each
" $ 14,69, being 1/2 of the 1/Tth interest
of a son, Albert T, Hoeder, deceasede.eese.ssseed 29438

" To Joseph Ae Sutton and Mary Gellham, children
of decgggﬁdasdiﬁ%ggsr Matilda Ee SuttONoes esessesee $ 290386

" T geven children of deceased daughtersl Mrs.
Amelia Ao Shewbridge,each $ ho2'090 00 008fascece
Total paid to heirs: 3
2. W5, Statutes at large, Vol,3% Vet L P
3. Account Fiduciaries, Book 0(1915), p.155-156, Jefferson County Court House,

Charles Towng WeVa,



From August 18,1861 until February 25,1862 Harpers Ferry was .
a no man's land. Neither army made any real effort to hold the town,
but both the Federal and Confederate patrols, each in their turn,
moved back and forth through the towng numerous skirmishes and sniping
occurred, thus making life miserable for any civilian inhabitants who
attempted to live in the village. On December 7,1861, General Banks
reporteds ™I re'bur_ned last evening from a visit to Sandy Hook and Harper!s:
Ferry. The town'iss a picture of desolation." _-~‘ ’ Historian Joseph
Barry also note: ™ A1l that winter—e '61—6 162~ Harper's Ferry presented
a scene of the utmost desolation, All the inhabitants had fled, except
a few old people, who venbured to remain and protect their homes, or
who were unable or urwilling to leave the place and seek new as.soc:'.at:i,ons.)42
v » On February 25:',1861 » the Union Army, under the
command of Major General George Bo MEZEYY McClellam, acrossefhshe Potomac
and redoccupied Harpers Ferry in force o By the evening of the 2‘5, 84500
infantrymen had passed through the town and many of the troops were
quartered in the éféfyf empty houses in the village. Harpers Ferry was
to remain in Union hands until September 15,1862, Confederate forces
captubed and held Iiarpe::'s Ferry from D'ep‘c,emb.er 15 to 21,1862, Union armies
then held Harpers Ferry from September 21,1862 to June/¥#,30,1863, from
July 19,1863 to July l,186ks and from duly 8,186L until the end of the
Civil War |

lilBarks to Brige Gene R.B. Marchy, PDec. 7,1861,0ffical Records, Zeries I,
L2e Barry,The Strange Story of Harpers Ferryp.l21.
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The drosings and sketches includsd in this
appendix aye & t;;r&phic; interpretation of date
gathered and conclualons resched daring tho ine
veptigation of the buildiny &nd the preparatica

of thig repeerie
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le Flooy Flass
2, Ferppective Skalch

Ge Altmyatd ??”a"jﬁ_‘bf 18489
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2. Porspective Sketch
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From Furhishing PX{ Study for Bldgs. No.

7(White Hall Tavern) and Bldge No. 5(Roeder’s Store)

August 1975



. R N .‘ 2
Charles W. Snell, August 11,1975 3

~ ‘ _ ‘ A ' CAHPTER IIT

FREDERICK A. ROLDIR, BAKIR, TAVIRN
. OVRE, A TATDLOW , 18101861

The business :c'-ec'ords,c’& personal papers ,/ém'and
the family Bible of Frederick A. Roeder, the owner and builder of  extant
Harpers Ferry Buildings Nos; 55 75 16, and 16A , were destroyed’ during the ‘
Civil War.]‘- Despite this loss of records » the surviving documentary and
structural architectural evidence eieswesnm-clearly indicate that
- Roeder was an industrious éna enterprising businessman whose rise from -
modesi; ﬁeans to relative affluence was rapid and steddy until his life |

and career were abruptly *erminated on July 4,1861 by a sniper's bullet

during the first year &f the Civil War o -
A, TLife of Reeder, 1810&F to 1860 : R : R
~ S . ¥Frederick Augustus Roeder and 2 his wife, Anna Maria, '

were both born in Saxony, CGermany: he on September 12, 1810 and she on
2 four girls and three boys~W

Novémber 13,1820, Then“n& seven children, all born in Harpers Ferry’ We re

)\

: .as Vfollo’ws: ' L\ 3

L. Mary L.(Kern), efidest child, born Harpers Ferry in 18l3. Died at
, Harpers Ferry after 1916. -

1. National Archivesdﬁecord Group No, 123~ U.S. Court of Claims, Claim CJ
(Congressional JurNisdliction) 11803-"Estate of Frederick A. B&#grRoeder,decde’
vse The United States, Claimants Brif on Ioyalty and Merits, “eq_u.es’?%? for
finding of Fact, and Abstract of Bvidemce, Filed My L ,1906,p.5-'§est11_nony .
of Hary L. Kern, oldest daughter of Roeder re destruction of family bible and .
records. ( Hereafter referred to as JC 11803-Abstract ¢ Evidence)e Also = = .
interview with Mrs. llae Kern Ramey—fudé June 17,1975,/% great grandaughter -~
Pf FeJAs Roeder: - There are no extant Roeder or Jehn J. Kern family paperse

~ . grave ‘
2o Birth dates are from their sestones: in the Bolivar Cemetery,
courtesg of Mrs. Mue Kern Ramsey. Also National Archives Record Group
No. 29, fecords of the Bureau of the Census, Population Schedules of the
Eighth (1860) Census of the United States » Vol, 13, Jefferson County, -,
Vaey on Harpers Ferry NHP Microfilm Resl No. ‘10, Vole 2, pel7.D. Roeder
5?“?_82%? age as 50 in 1860 and she as 39. (Hereafter referred to as Census
o , S
3e Census of 1860 indcates ‘hry was born in "Vir inia" 3
_ G irg in 18433 also
t;%elz-g?{) oﬁisgaitéh%i; Ev:.dencg, PoSe I'Iaryb L. K&rn, thg Qaughter, says

 an




5 | 33 i
| 7 2. Matilda E.(Sutton),born 1815, Died ca. 1905-15Baltinore, M. | -
: ) Brunswick oL
3. Augustus Herman Roeder,born 1847, Died ca. 1905-15,W3Md.

" e Jamés'Rs Roeder, born 1849 ."Dieé_i after 19165 Harpers Ferrys
Se Amelia A.(or Erma A.)(Shewbridge),born 1852. Died Ca. 1905-15,
, Sandy Hook, Md. '

g 6. Albert T.Roeder,born 1857. Di}id cae 1890-93,', Brunswick, Mle - Y g '

7. Julie Aa(Cole), born in 1859, Died after 1916, Sandy Hook,M. ,
A{ v ‘ ) . ! e ) -
vagdericlﬁRoeder and his wifec&ﬁd—cgrvrginia from Europe

-
e &eeder arrived in Harpers

Ferry at a favorable timeo The Wager family land monopoly had begun to

CRuns lo » : |
baealsap in 1836-37, an age of effective competition has commenced, and

it was now possible for a individual to acquire land in the business
heart of Harpers Ferry, provided that one had the moneyg~for the lots
- were not cheape Jamary 29,18Lli, Roeder entered into a 2l year

lease forWager Lot No, 16 ijn the Wager Six Acre Reservation with Noah - .
A ARSCnTed Mand hovid anege helR s _

Ho Swayne, athe sband of Sarah Ann Wagez) and an-sbsentsedandowner,

The annual ground rent was to be $ 7O per year and the lease provided

Upi/ : -
that heer the termination of the contract " improvements now on said

Presssbo
premises & those hereafter placed on the zises by the party of the
5

second part (TRoeder), shall be appraisede.." and paid for by Swaynee

Lot # 16, 32 feet wide and about 120 feet deep, fronted on High or

lyo Census of 1860, Harpers Ferry Microfilm Reel No. 10,
Volume 2, po1703 JC 11803-Abstract of Evidence, ppe3 »557s
' statements of James Re Roeder and Mary L. Kern in 1902,

‘ ' 8, lease, Swayne to Roeder, January 29,18L) in Deed Book No. 27,
‘ 1024103, Jefferson County Courthouse, Chaeles Town, Wo Vae ;
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'Street. —— — :-"’“”““ = T -"- A small

a,vm,%-./ : ’

Washington Strecet in—the—nortiwess and openeddn the rear on a

the lS-foot wide Armoryla‘l.ley that later became known as Potomac |

& 6
wooden House, 16 x 1 feet, 1 story)( was located on Lot No. 16 in 181;24.
- 1BYY-Ys™
In the period F@@ Roeder constructed a two=story three-room

stone house for hig famJ_'Ly of four on the High Street end of Wager ’
Lot No. 16, The initial portion of Bldg. No. 16 fronted 22 feet 3 inches

: (See Mop No, 1)
on High Street and was 17 feet 7 inches deepe a\Becatuse it was built

on a sloping site on the southwest side of High Streem -

only one story, the second fronted.at ground level on the High Street o
side.%)eaway across the street fron* provided light, ventllatlon
and access to the first or basement stc\rv. Bldge 16 was bullt up
against Bldg. No, 15 ', emnloylng.zt%a% stone structu.re as 1ts southeast
gable end wall, The other three walls of Bldg. No. 16 were of .
local rubblestone and capped with a brick sawbooth cornice, (See sketches
in Append:y No, ITI, B, i&lustrattions A and D)e
The basement level was divided into two rooms of unequal
' size by a partition wall, The la“ger of the two rooms had a large
deep& fireplace and may have been the kltchen. "The smaller room
had no flreplace. ¥HE3X Access from the basement to the first floor
was by means of an outside stair, The first story level cons:.sted
of one large room wh:.c"x was heated by a s:.ngle flreplace. Tye
structural evidence found during the arch:.tectural examination of
the house indicates that Roeder was: " a man of frugal or moderate
means" in 184l-L6, Bricks and timbers "reclamed from other
construction was 1ncorporated in the bulldlng, and the often
unorthodox, sometimes crude method of constructlon and workmanship
indicate a cer'ban.n lack of experlence or knowledge of building techinques

worl¢ 7
on the part of the wedtmen.,

Lo AMOS A
(Footrwotesl‘é and 7 on following page) 3L
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~ Bysiness in the baking industry must have ‘

st aﬂle?fen good during

Sh%Roeder Loandm IMW[‘?’D

. _ A Schuster :
he loan being secured by i

B placing his house and lot in Bolivar in trust
o

- this period because on Dec
2 , ) ember
Schuszer 12
Hemtmeid of Bolivar $ 350,004~

- In a five month

period in 1847-48 Roeder spent a total of 32 # : -
titlie to three pieces of of $ 3,333.32 Ay acquiring

Vica ===~ A land in the Wager Six Acre Reservation, In the first
| 3, + v
transaction, on September #1847, he purchased Wager Lot No. 16, -

on which his new stone residence stood, from Nbah Ho Swayne for
$ 1,266,656, & - Lousdr
31660660 &€n November 2,188, Roeder acamee=i Bldae No. 7
i 11 :
a " certain warehouse groperty" located on the Armory’\eig of Wager

Lot No. 15, subdivision li, from William Anderson for $ 1,000000.19 |

(o=~
B "Schedule A, of Lots and lmprovements: thereon owned by indivicduals,

djoining the Public Buildings at Harpers Ferry Armory, with descri_ption”- ER
of the im¥provements on each lot, and the price for which the whole canbe . . o

purchased,” prepared by Mjor John Symington, dated Dece 12,18Lle Harpers Ferry .
NHP Mircroflim Reel 23, Volé 3, p.27l. Symington was superinterdent of the =
U.Se Armory and wished to purchase this land,or part of it, for armory use.
& He estimated the value of the house to be $ 18 and that of the land on which .-
- it stood at $ 182, Sl

=¥ Walmer, Alan M,,"Historic Structures Report, Part II Architectural Data
- Section on The Roeder House (Building No. 16), Harpers f'erx:y National =
Historical ParkX," N.P.S. typescript, Bastern Office of Design and o
Construction, Philadelphia,,September I96l), 24 o

8; Deed Book No, 6, p.109-110, Deed of April 3,1871, re st
of this loan) .d; Decegber 52,181;6’ - 3 ,3’ _ ’c t tho

o Ullle

- WA nao i , T
9. Deed of Bargin and Sale, Swayne to Roeder, Sept D S
Now 29, Ppe303-30L., ’ y » s vep e@er 13,1847, Deed Béok _

10. eed of B & S, Anderson to Roeder, November 2 51847, Leed Book No, 29,15:2)40.

35



36

. Constructed by Anderson in 1838-39, Bldg. No. 7 was then a one-story

. "'s:bone,warehouse with a cellar, The structure fronted 2[1 ‘feet on the

Armory alley and was forty feet deep. ('Se"{ Map No. 1)
The thindg# of Roede?'\ real. estate transactions occurred cn
January 2,18:8,when he purchased the title to adjacent Wager Lot No.

11 (See Map No. 2)
17 from Noah H. Swayne for $ 1,166.66 John G. Wilson, a Harpers

Ferry merchant, held a leasehold for the use of Lot 17 and was required
to pag an annual ground rent of $ 70 per year. Wilson had taken out a

, 1838
ten year lease with Swayne for the use of Lot 17, effective April 1,Xas¥

and about 1841 had constructed " A large wooden stable &0 x 30 feet

and loft above," with stone side walls on the High Street end oi‘ the
lote

On January 19,1848, Roeder borrowed $ 2,000,00 for two years o
M from Abraham H., Herr, the proprietor of the largé merchant flour mill

located on the Island of Virginiuse Roeder secured this loan by putting_ e

newly .

his sy purchased Wager Lots 16 and 17 into trust. ~ Roeder el
oo ‘ prosper T e 13
-+ contimued to £E5SY” for he was able to repay this loan on Feb.15, 1850,

12, Continued: Description of stable from "Schedile A s of Lots and :
Improvements thereon, omwed by Individuals, adjoining the Public Buildings
at Harpers Ferry, with description of the improvements on each Iot, -
and the price for which the whole can be purchased," December 12, 18Ll,

. by Major John Symington, Harpers Ferry Microfilm Reel No. 23,Vol. 3,Pe27L1e

The Superintendent of the Armory estimated the value of the stable to =

be $ 218 and that of the land at $ 1§2, or a total of $ LOO, ,

-13.Deed of Trust,Roeder to Isaac Fouke, trustee for Herrj,Jamiary 19,188,

Deed Book 30,p.833 Release of Trust, Fouke to Roeder, February 15,1850,
Deed Book Noe. 31, pe 9L4=95. Roeder repaid the loan several months early,

as it was not due until May 15,1850,

o . 2 ‘ S—tRe—Smproverents LaeradEroerrl Dy idividuals, -

11.Peed of B, & S, Swayne to h"oeder, January 2,18L8, Deed Book Nos29,
Ppe 30L=~305. . -

12, Iease, Swayne to Wilson, Se ptember 7,1837, Deed Book No., 22,p.340~
341, John Ge Wilson had leased Wager Lot No. 13 from Swayne 4 g
July 1,1837 and inl837-38 erected a large three and one half story
brick hotel and tavern building on Lot Noo 13, His stable on Lot 17
apparently serviced the hotel operations. : :
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-On June 6,18)48 Roeder received a totel of $ L7k from the
W 3 90 VNALALCN T

Un:Lted States Covesmmess:-by selling s ;\b two plots of vacant lands >

each 32 feet wide and 25 feet desp, from Armory Ailey ends of o
lager Lots No. 16 and 17. The U.S. irmory, between Jyne 1847 and lhy
18h9, purchased portions of Wager Lots No. 16 to 3L, together m_th the

2q~4 3
26 buildings standing on this land (See lMapsNo§ }l) o The Governmert

- then demolished many of the buildings fronting on the Armory Alley, /
newly created P
/¥4 widened that lane from 15 to LO feet, and named the - broad Lz

]
fire]iane Potomac Street. (Compare Nap No. 3 with Map Noe L)
With money from this sale and perhaps also from his loan,

Roeder made extens:we improvements to his warehouse, Eldge Noe 74 and

lw Fb{&, story and a half

A residence, Bldg. No. 16, in 18h8-h9o He added stone fdsfatantlly to
one~story

his/warehouse and leased‘ the enlaraod building, which wus apparenuly
white

| painted ¥y during the period ¢&¥ 181855 as P tavern or " Dr:mk:mg
1 Ayl o~ |
House, known as the ! White Hall,t' " A Bldg. No. 7mprobably

}.e&d—e!t from $ 12 to $15 & monthk, thus brlng:.ng Roeder from § lhh to
$ 180 a year in additional incomee
o Roeder also enlarged his residence ty add:.ng a two-story stone
13 feet 3 inches long
X extens:.on, to the northwest end of the original house, increasing
the frontage on High Street from 22 feet 3 inches to 35 feet 6 inches,
the present dimension of Bldge No. 16, He used the southeast shone side
1. Two deeds of Boke Se, Roeder to the United States, dated

June 6,188, Deed Book No. 30, p. 230-231. The United States
pald $ 237 for each of Roeder's lotse

15. Armory Superi. ptenden‘b Henry W. Clowe to Col. Henry K. Craig,

Ordnance Dept, s July 24,1855, Harpers Ferry Microfilm Feel No.

2554 Vol, 8, p.7h8e By July 1855 Roeder was using the first
floor of Bldg. 7 as a warehouse agaln and renting out the upper
_two floors as a £ dwellingo - '

37
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wall — ' : : -
A of John Ge Wilson's stable on Lot No. 17 as the northwest gable end of
. (See Plans,Appendix III, B, Ilatraticns B. and D)e I
his new addition. The different sizes and detail of the doors and @__.
windows: in the two room addition indicates that frugal Mr. Roeder was

still using ¥ reclaimed material from earlier construction, perhaps
from the structures the Armery was then demolishidg on Wager#® lots 16 to 3l
There wes one room on each floor in the new addition, thus giving Roeder

& total of five rooms for his family, which by 1849 Aas&¥¥ consisted of
four children, his widfle, and himself, ' ‘
AEEEEEEE,  The new basement room in the additionyg which contained a

large faéreplace set back to back with the fireplace in the adjacent'
older room, was probably Roeder!s pPlace of business or bakery shop, as
there was no interior passage leadihg from this room to the rest of

the residence, ' '
» built . : '
Roeder also apparently/Bldg, 164, a detache‘d two-story brick
structure, measuring Iy feet 6 inches by 11 feet 3 inchés, which stands o
i 16 has o '

in the rear of Blg. No. 16 , 18,849, Bldge I6A/4ébiisetdbone rbom. R

on each floor and although its contains no fireplaces, recently discoveréd'_
17
~documentary evidence suggestgthat this building was Roeder's bakery,

With this 18i8-L9 construction, Roeder had a total of seven rooms in

Bldge No. 16 and 164 and three of these were apﬁarently used #§ for

his baking Wbusiness}

17. Continued: Statexr@t of John J. Kern, Roeder's son-in-law,Sept. 5 21902
"The main building (Bldge. Noe 1_5_‘) with the bakery in backe..o" from
Abéﬁact of Evidencey po3s 5o See Appenidx No, IIT, Part A,

-

16, Walmer, Alan M., "Historic Structures Reporteseon the Roeder House,"
Pe7=9. The architectural details of the doors znd
windows suggest that Bldge No, 16A was also- constructed
in 181318",480 . -

17« US. Court of Claims, JC 11803~ Statement of James R, Roeder, Roeder's
son on Septe 5,1902; "They (Cthe Union ArmSZ)_ used the bakery to bake
bread in. There was _(;‘1155-) a wood house and shed connected with this
(Flog. No.18)s Tt adjoired™ the main building (Blag.No, 18)..."



In 1856 Roeder received @a total of $ 2,866.66 from the United
Az crhso o
States Govermnent by selllng it ‘po*'t:.ons of his lots and ,‘part of Bldg.
Nos 7o~ the Armory revived its project of widening A&E Potomae
Strest to a L0 foet width along its entire length and undertook to

‘purchase part;s of Wagers l.ots No.,]’.S, subdivisions 2 and k, and all

of Wager Lobs No., 13 and 17 (Pee Map No. 2) to accaompl:.sh this end,
(Pastef ot 17 9&60{1"7550\%
On February 13 ,1856)Roede?' was paid $ 1,700 $ 700 for the land and
f nt 1=

$1000 for the 2l foot wide by 25 foot deep/portion of Bldge. No. 7

that stood on that plot.’
The United States demolished their purchésed section of Bldg. 7 in
1856 and made the land a part of Potomac Street.
| Sixvmoh'bhs later, on August 26,1856, Roeder sold‘most of Wager
Lot No, 17 to the United States for $ 1,166.66.19 Cn the same day

te el 17
the United States paid John Ge Wilson $ 300 for his lease andwights = -
20 ed 2" hes

to the 30 by 60 foot stable. Regard,\as a great fire hazard, the
Armory demolished Wilson's wood and stone stable and made Wager Iot H
17 into an alley or street later in 1856.
| W:.th the money reallzed i‘rom these two real esta’oe ’c.ransactlons
I 1565 7)
Roedex;\bull'b a new facade on White Hall, B‘ldg. No. 7, erected Bldg. No.
5 to replace the space lost by the reduction of Bldg. No. 7, and also

« Continued ©f the Iot 17 frontage. Roeder therefore retained
title to that 31 foot wide by 95 fcot deep portion of Lot 17.

O.Assignment of lease, Wilson to U.S., Augus'b 26,1856, Deed Book No. 36,
DPDe m133—13h. Armory Superintendent Clowe,F ebruary 26,1856, ,described
Wilson's stable as "filled with Hay & Straw, under careless attendance.
day and nighte~- 2 mine of danger..." to adjacent U.S. ¥ Ihsket
Factory bu:.ldlngsc Harpers Ferry Microflim Reel No. 25, Vol. 8,p.803.

18, Deed of B & S., Foeder to U.S., February 13,1856, Deed Book
359 Pe299=330,

19.Deed of Beke Sey Roeder to U.S. August 26,1856,Deed Book 36 pel35=136.

Wager Iot 17 fronted 32 feet on High S'bree't. and uoeder sold 2é feet

6 inches of this frontage to the U.S. The stone side wall of Wilson'!s
stable » which was incofigdrated into Bldge 16, occup:l..ed 3% feet

an . IR el



L o
added a brick story and a hélf to- his.residence, Bldge No. 16, ir=idEi-
>The reduced por_fion of B1dge. Nos. 7, which required a new
facade in 1856, fronted 2L feet oﬁ', Potomac Street and was 20 feet deepe
The two and one-half story structure contained a total of five reoms in
jts final form . White Hall was probably 1ease%oj Loeder ;s | a tavern
or i warehouse, with a dwelling on the tpper floors, for about | D/

— /&
$X0a month or about $ 120 per yeaydu,ua /ﬁ c—/ & PP srm«/

To replace the space lost by the demolition of part of Bldg. 7,
Roeder constructed Bldge No. 5 on the Potomac Street end of Wager Lot 7
16 in 1856, Bldg. Noo 5 was & two-and-one-half story brick and stone:
structure, with first story walls of stone, perhaps salwaged material
from White Hall, and #%F second story walls of brick. The main house
&
A two-story brick wing, 13 feet by 12 feet 7 inches :|.n s:.ze and
containing one ‘room on each floog adjoined Bldge. No. 5 at 1ts southéa_s't-
(rear) cornere T;e newly completed Dldge Noe 5, including its Wing,"‘ :
contained a total of seven ro.om and was probably leased by Roeder
‘as a tavern or warehouse, with a dﬁrelllng on the upper floors, for about
$ 15 per month or S $ 180 a year&&m‘a W /37'5 € /36/
The brick story and a half addition to his re31dence, Bldg‘.
No, 16, contained a total of i‘oum;s, two on each floor, giving |

Koo

hism- 2 total of nine rooms im £he main house and two more in Bldge. 164

15
% six cmldren,hls wife,

21.27. 0/ U.S. Court of Claims, Claim No. JC-11803-Abstract of Evidence, and
himgself.

Reedaxls family in 1857 was conprx.eed of eight peoples

De 3»’4:5-
22 Ibide,

Lo

PRI FESACHY I

front, 2l feet 2 inches on Potomac Street and was 20 feet 2 inches deep. .




L1
.‘ Architectural study of the _1855-57 addition to Bldge 16 indicates

: that 'Fr.e'derick Ae Roeder had become a well-to-do busi.nessmsﬁ by- this_. .
date. Architect Alan M, Walmer has written in this regard: The
ﬁoodwork of the 3.856-5_7 ‘addition (: to Bldg, Nos 18) is of much f:'mer‘
quality, workmanship, and uniformity that than found on the floorsbelow .
Mouldings and joinery are more intrucate, and fitted more neatly,

- B4 Evidence éf the use of reclaimed materials » found on the first floor |
and basement,; is not to‘be.found on the second floor and attic levels." =
(See Appendix No. III, Part B, Illustrations C and D for 1857 plans of .

. . . house)}
Documentary evidence also supports the conclusion that ; °

Roeder was well off by 1856:¢ On November 10, 1856 Roeder granted ..
¥

John and Mary Hofer a loan of $ 40O which was secured by their house

2l , .
andﬁ@ot Noe Ly Block E) on Camp Hill, Similarly, on [y
| also ed : z: o S
February 2&,1857,Roeder/\10&n/\f4b, 500 to Johnl\Schusrbz, which was secured
25 _ ' .

by land that Schustz owned in Bolivar. _
| In 1860 BSSRF Roeder was 50 years old, his wife Anna Maria,

L0, 2nd their & seven children, three boys and four girls, ranged
' _ 26 : _
in age from one to 17, During this period Roeder employed his two -

oldest sons, Augustus He, 13, and James R.,11, to help him operate
Qs 27
his bakery anc}’ occasionally hired other boys to assist him in this taske
waus in ,
His A% eldest child, Mary L. Roeder, married,either late g 1860 #x_.
: : 28
or early 1861, ’@: 2i~year old John J, Kern of Harpers Ferryo ’

25+ Story in Deed Book A, p. 336, deed of October 22,1873, Also
see Deed Book No. 36’ po)-I-B’-Lo - :

26, Ger}s\ﬁs of 1860, Harpers Ferry Microfilm Reel No. 10, Vol. 2,pe170.
27 JC=11803«~ Abstract of Evidence, Statement of James R. Roeder,pelie

230 Walmer, Alang® M., "Historic Structiwes Reportm Part II, A&Seyy
- Architectural Data Section...on the Roeder House," p.ll,

2hie Story of loan narratéfed in Deed Bock B, p. 161, Fehe 28,1873,
Hofer put his property into trust with William H, Truk, Nov. 10,1856,
see “eed Book 36,p.276. : 11 . o -
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- Frederlck A. Roeder :Lni‘ormed the 1860 census taker that b:l.s occupat.lon
was that of a"coni‘ectloner“jndr estimated that the value of hlS real estate
came to $ 2,000 and that the value of his personal estate amounted to

29.
$ 1,850, mkz‘{ng a grand total of $ 3,850,

P The Civil Wars: Disaster srbrlﬁ%fsthe Roeder I‘am.lvL /3‘ o/s /& 55 ¢

Tragedy twice shruck the Roeder famly :u1 18612 The mother,

Amna Maria, died on March 23 ,186]) in her llst yeary Fiederick, in his
2s

SIS'Edear, was killed by a sniper's bullet on July L, 1861; 18-yearvr
wde) ) - '
old, Mary L. Roeder and her mes=husband, 25 year olf John J. Kern,

A

' “ht ‘
assumed responsibility for the six =Msss orplened Roeder childreny,
‘-whose mges fanged from two to 16, As the contending armies occupied
Harpers Ferry during the summer of 1861, the Kerns took the Roeder e

children with them and fled for safety to Maryland, sieying ai g
30
Middletown and Frederick the remainder o.f that year. With the
Freder:'.ck o

family rrone, citizens of Harpers Ferry and soldiers looted ¥ PO
Roedess a0
residence, buk ery, White Hall Tavern, and B.n_'l.chng No. 5, carrjnc'lg!

all of

off N ‘his personal property and furnishingse On or about July’ i #1861

| 2 o
to March 25,1862, the Union Army occupied Reeder's bulld:.ngs,ruséég ¢ ‘

his residence, Bldg. No. 16, as & post offz.ce, headquarters, and offlcers'

. vy vTilraes(
quarters, Bldg. 16A, his bake /as a bakery, and the f:Lrst floors
A8 4
of Bldgs Noo, 5 and 7 whromtuminsed -te stable orsesand tbe uppers
ofhon
floors to store hay and for, warehouse purposes.

284J.C. ~11803- Abstract of Evidence, ris Le Mary was married after
the Census of 1860 had been taken and before the summer of 1861, See’
Statement of John J. & Kern, Roeder!'s son-in law, “ept, 5,1902%
"I lived in the main building ((Bldge No. 13) at the beginning of
the (_C:.V1T) Waree."

29+ Census of 1860, Harpers Fer&y Microfilm Reel No.lox, Vol. 2 sPe170,

30,CJ-11802, Abstract of Evidence, John J. Kern,p. L, |James R. Rcreder',p. 3/
31.,Clajm of J.J. T{ern, Ldmre. E(sic). A. Foeder l"sta‘ce, Court of Claims, -
Cong.Jdo 10537-, Oct. 8 1873. 12 ‘\ :




: S L3

S Iike his father-in-law, John J. Kern was also a strong Union man -
and hé. returned to Harpers Ferry in March 1862 with his m.fe and the
Roeder chnldren. &J(res:.ded in Harpers Ferry during the rema:.nder of

the war, but fifled into Maryland during the brief periodswhen Confederate
. 33 . 3ly :
troops again occupied the towne Roedeg lef'b_bno will and all of his personal
ircui

property was s olen,&ln 1863 the/€=ad Court of Jefferson County
[#.54]
formally 'appointed Kern the administrator of the "Estate of Frederick
. AP 3
K. Roeder." %‘UEuStus He Roeder, Frederick!s oldest son, aged 16 in

1863, enlisted in the Union Army and served three years during the wer
. - 36 'I'h:Ls,, in
as a merber of theZ#w Independent Loudoun Panger Company. Zeeéh brlef/z%:v
is the tale of that occurred tur members of -
S&8K the disasters/#fires H¥ ‘ -

Roeder fam:..y&durlnv the # Civil War,.

vl
~ ’ WeAnow consider some points in this story ih more deta:Ll.

Anna Maria Ro@dery as has been noted, died on March 23,1861. Cause o*‘- /waQ '

dea'bh is unknown and she left no will or personal estates 0?17Apr11 18 s 186]7

Aabout
Harpers Ferry had its first taste of ware. 4%t 10 Polls ‘bhc.t evemng LeLtenant

Roger Jones of the U.S.lbunted Rifles drd his commend of Ll Federal qo].d_ers

set fire KhSbssly fire to the two U.S. Arserral.)&ul'ldlngs in which were
alse €t .
stored aboub 15,000 muskets and,dome of the U.S. Musket Factory buildingsx
324 JC~11802~ James R, Roeder, p.3, John J. Kern,peh, Abstract of Evidences
33. JC 11802 Zbstract of Evidence, John J. Ker 2D
37 _sl@l JIX JC-11803, Abstract of iv_ndence, p.62"James R. Roeder, on Nov.2l,
’ 1905, made a statement giving the dates of death of both parents ,
but nothing on the cause of his mother's death., Her name and cause of .
death are not included in the 1861 Jeféferson County list of death and
birth bocke Similary a check of the Jefferson County Will Book rgy7Y4
reveals that no personal ¢g¥#té or real estate i‘or Ama Maria Roeder was
» ed¥/ recorded or probated. ,
3;’; JC-11802~Abstract of Ev:_dence, James Ro Roeder,p.63 Also there_ is po will cn

file for Frederick A. Roed c efferg Charles Town,d.Va,
350/, JC-11803 Claim of JeJ. exfie:%g TESE, glg(jfgfr 08, 00uptyyy  pan oS TOUmsH.Ta
. ‘ Rent under Act. July h,186h, filed Sept. 25,1873. Kern says he
A Addshad qualified and filed the necessary bond in the Circuit Court
‘ \ of said County" Judge Balsch Presidéng" during the year 1863."
A search of the CircfutlCourt records at Charles Town W.Va., fAZL i‘alled

V to locate this record, probably because they were never recorded

26.

due to the yap, There are no records for the period 1862-1865.
JCXXZ llBOQ-Abstract of EviLgence, PZ pe3, also Sworn Statement of John J.
Kern, 25 Sept. 1873. o S ‘ '
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: to nrever»t the weapons from f‘al" ing into the hands of appnnachma
- as

IMCS &’SC’ vt ﬂbaﬂmﬂ gu,/ o

. 'Coni‘edera te m:x_'.!.:c.t._a‘./i dye LS U.S, Smmpbsoldiers then crossed -

the Pohomac River and retreated northward across iaryland into
Permsylvania, reaching safety at Carlisle on the afternoon of |
April 19,

22

During the early merming hours of April 19 Virginja militia

under the coménd of Major General Kenton Hzrper poured into

" Harpers Ferrys The national standard was lowered from the flag=-

staff in the Arsenal yard and replaced with tﬂe State flag of
Virginia., The Confederate Army was to occupy Harpers Ferry
from JE€S April 19 to June 15,1861, @Durlng this period
all U.S. Armory' nroper'by at Harpers Ferry, mcludlno 78 publlc
buildings and the arms manufacturing machmery, was se:c.zed a.nd
the many families who rented Armory Dwelling Houses from the Um.ted
States were obliged to vacate their homes at great inconvemenc‘e
0 themselves and forced to procure shelter whereever they coﬁld;
In addition, "Mary, quiet, inoffensive citizens," noted the
historian Joseph Barry, who witnessed these events o wéré dragged
from their homes and confined in filthy guard houses, a prey to
vermin and objects of incult to the (:Coni‘ederat_ej rabble that
guarded them."sz‘ Townspeople who were suspected of being Union
sympathizers were not only &% thrown in jail wn_thout a hear:.ng
or trial, but their property was - destroyed or carr:.ed off, and their
homes: occupied as harracks for 'l:,he Southern troops.3 At leas:h B
~one oi‘ fiarners Ferry's churches v;as also utilized as a barracks for
%. Barrvg Joseph, The Strange b+o:r'y of Harper's Ferv'v(z'hrtalngburg,
W,Va,,1903, reprint, Shepardstown, W .vc.. ,197h) sPe101,

| - 102,
. Tbids, 103-10k.

M
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) Confederate artillerymene .
~ On June 13th 186) the commanding ey Confedepate general,
Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnsbon)ordered the evacuation of
Harpers Ferry. During that day end the lith, the heavy baggage
and remaining captured Armory property and machinery weré sent
to Winchester,Va., via the Winchester and Potomac Hailroad, and
’ ) wes T
the rolling stock and engines of ‘bha‘l:.K}ompalra;,r/_l sent south.
Abcut 6:30 A.M, on the morning of June 1li, the great B & Co Railroad
Godd 7o LU Bridgt .
bridge across the Potomac River at Harpers berry was burned by
S .
the Confederatese S55#4(L Ahe seven wooden spanks went up in
flames and the Vst bridge span on the Virginia shore, adjacent
Wwa g\
. to the naFEQQZ; House Hotel(on Wager Lots 6,7, and 8) was =
blown uvp to avoid setting fire tocﬁhe privatelyaoq%ed buildingé,,
in the Wager Ferry Lot Reservationoy\ The ‘bsket Factory Shops |
along the Potomac were <&s® fired by the Confedérates, as was the
trestle work of the B.3. O. WAHIFSS Rai%oad as it ran west
CSag FlarP ~No.5 o o
through the Armory yarde aFourtIgen Masket Factory buildings
Were Gesswesad, Having completed this déstructidn, the Confederate
Army then left Harpers Ferry on the morning of the 15th. Iittle
did the Southern soldiers dream as they left town that during
the next four years of the ¢34l War their army was to hold
Harpers Ferry again for a total of only 3L days.
On June 28 another Confederate ferce returned briefly
4o town and burned the wooden toll bridge over the Shenandoah
Q /5o . Stiac ael Brief( :
~ River and set fire to the nine factory shops: comprising the
IiILSnell, Charles We, "Tho ForTifimations ot eTpers Ferry sy Vae,
. 3n 1861 and Jackson's Attack, May 1862," (ii.PeSe

typescript, Harpers Ferry National ionument,
February 9,1960), 5-26.
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the U.S ‘hfle T’actory) on the Lower Mall Island in the Shenandoan

' R:LVer .

- On duly 3,186, Federal troops, under the command of

" Colonel Charles P. Stone, U4th U.S, Infantry,, of the Yepartment

of Washington, occupied Sandy Hook and iaryland Heights , in Maryland,

W across the Potomac River fronm Hat:r'pers Ferry, On July Lith a

fewr Confederates reappeared in Haypers Ferry and s erlqnlng took

place across the Potomac between the opposing forces, Frederick

Ao Roeder's death was one result of this skimish. YJoseph
- . @ -

Barry, historian and friend of Roeder, has left the following

account of Roeder's deathe

—~ o - “On the Lth of July(I86I) a lively skirmish took place between

L Captaur John Henderson's company of confederate cavalry and a part of the

| “9th New York regiment of militia, which a few days before had occup:.ed |
Sandy Hook in Maryland -one mile east of Harper!s Ferry.... the federal -

soldiers being on the Maryland side and the confederates on the Vlrg::.n:l.a‘

shore of the river, the games was at "long taw" and cbmparatively littde
@amage was dones Two men were killed on the Maryland bank and at least
one wounded on the Virginia sidees.s The skirmish, of course, effected

little beyond putting the few o0ld people who still clung to their homes
at the place into a most incomfortable state of alarme iag i 6[/

il

V) “P. Joseph Barry, the Strange Story of Harpers Ferry,106-107.4 [s0

. See Sullivan, Arthur L. Sullivan, "“arpers Ferry, April X8-December 21,1861,

A Casualty of Wer(N.P.S typescrlpt, Haroers Ferry N M., Feb. 17,1960) y 61~
6Ly, for a fuller account _

anda- map® of this skirmish,

YL
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Continuing, Barry wrote:

In the evening when the fight was over a sad occur-

rence took place whereby the community lost one of its ———

%,

: etired Thote ¥
- very best citizens. When ‘the confederates had retired 'K c-(

Mr. F. A. Roeder walked towards the railroad (szic and,
while he was sauntering about, a shot Was 'nre'd from
the Maryland side of the Potomac,' Wf.llch inflicted a
mortal wound-on him, of which he' died in half an hour.
It is kndwn that the bullet was discl:xarged at Mr. :Am-
brose Cross who,' also, was on the railroad at the time,
The man who thus deprived the place of a valuab}e
citizen was an old bummer belonging tq a Pennsylvan'la
regiment, who had straggled from his command'_ in
Pleasant. Valley and had become drunk, f:elebratmg
the “glorious Fourth” at Sandy Hook. Hearing of the
skirmish at Harper’s Ferry, he staggerzid towards that
place and arrived after the end of the fight, and, .When
the enemy had retired. Seeing Mr. Cross on the rallroz}d
- "he fired off his gun at him, swearing'that he woqld kill
some d— rebel anyway. The shot missed the object Eft
: wh-ich it was directed and, striking the end of Fouke’s

, .
hotef',‘it glanced and hit Mr. Roeder, who, unfortunately,

happened to be then coming ’round the corner of that
building. The bullet tore a ghastly hole in his groin
- through which his intestines protruded. He managed to
reach his home unassisted—for there was scarcely an
able-bodied man then at the place—when death soon re-
leased him from his sufferings. Little did the slayer know
- and little, perhaps, would he care if he knew—that the
man he shot at—Mr. Cross—was one of the sternest
Union men in the whole land and that his bullet proved
fatal to one of the first men in the State of Virginia who
dared to express Sympathy with the Republican party.
Mr. Roeder was g native of Saxony, but he had resided
for many years at Harper’s Ferry, where he was. very
much respected and where by industry he had accumu-
lated a considerable property. He was very much opposed
to slavery and his death, especially under the circum-
stances, was very much deplored. It is singular that the
first man killed by John Brown’s party was a negro and
that the first who lost his life at Harper’s Ferry at the
hands of the union army was a warm friend to the
government and one who would have sacrificed, if neces-
sary, all the property he possessed to preserve the union
of the states. Who knows what design an all-wise Provi-
dence had in permitting these mistakes, or what good
burposes the death of these men may have subserved. Mr.
Roeder appeared to have a presentiment of his fate. On
the 14th of June, when the confederates retreated, he
called the author of these pages into his house and in-
vited him to partake of a cup of “Schnapps,” for a simi-
larity of tastes and sentiments on many subjects had
bound them for several years in the closest friendship.

Ry
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When they were seated Mr. Roeder remarked: ‘Well we - ]

: o have got rid of that lot and have escaped at least. thh_* Sk
our lives, but what will the next party that comes do o
with us?” He appeared to be in' very low spirits and to
look forward to the next party with apprehension. His *

* fears were prophetic ff)r, in a few days, he met his fate
at the hands of the first body of federal troops that made -
its appearance at the place after the evacuation by

ey

; by Iieutenant@gei) Jones (:on April 18 ,186D o ’ N

In a claim filed against the United States on behalf
of ‘Frederick A. Roeder's Estate on September 5,1873, Jobn Je
' Kern signed a sworn statement in whlch 11:. was recorAéd "That the

said Frederick A. Roeder was accidently killed by One of the Members

of the 9th Regiment of New York Volunteer Lni‘an’cxy, ' Colonel
L3

Stone Cowimand::.ng' on the lfth rﬁiyl of July 1861... In a uenond
sworm statement taken on W Roederlts son—:.n-lqw'@'?ﬂ"v

remarked: "The Roeder children were all Union. Their father .‘ras

a strong Union man and he heard that the Stars and Stripes had '
‘been raised on Maryland Heights and he wanted tosee the Stars and

‘Stripes up again and when he went out to see them a stray chot

-~ hit and killed him,"

LLPJ-11802~ Abstract of Evidence,; pe5

2. Barry, Joseph, Strange Story of Harpers Ferry, 107-109.

143.C1aim of J.J. Kern, E.A Locder Efstate , Jefferson Coe, u Vae,
U.S. Court of Claims, Conge 10537, under Act July li,186L,

L8
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. . Joseph Barry, who wes—present, provides us with a ',vi%df o
LN ~‘ : . . M . Lt 3 m § R
dbddiitddsdescription of conditions in Harpers Ferry -aidls the

Lith of July until July 21,1861; when a Union Arry under the
) . , . ‘p/.ua,//'a . -
cormand of lejor Ceneral Robert ~5&5Z=Y PAatterson poccupied .

B the town:

It was sad to see the rapid demorilization of the people
at this time and the various phases of corrupt human
- nature suddenly brought to light by the war. Not only
-~ were the government¥buildings ransacked for plunder, :
- but the abandoned houses of the citizens shared the
same fate. Even women and children could be encount-
ered at all hours of the day and night loaded with booty
or trundling wheelbarrows freighted with all imaginable -
™ -Kkinds of portable goods and household furniture. In many
. instances their shamelessness was astounding and it ap-
- peared as if they considered that a state of war gave -
unlimited privilege for plunder. Citizens who recognized
their property in the hands of those marauders and
claimed it, were abused and sometimes beaten and, sadder
- yet to. be related, women were in many instances, most _‘
- prominent in those disgraceful scenes. Spies were con-
- stantly crossing and recrossing the Potomac to give
~ information to their friends on either side, and it fre- -
- quently happened that the same parties were or pretend-
. €d to be working in the interests of both armies and, as
~ the phrase goes, “carried water on both shoulders.” In
the country horse-stealing was prosecuted on a gigantic
. scale and quite a brisk business was carried on by certain
- parties pursuing the theives and capturing runaway
negroes, for slavery had not yet been abolished by law
and many slaves were taking advantage cf the unsettled . ,
- state of affairs to make their escape to freedom. LS

B E S B
-t .

tﬁw@wﬂ

e SR .

Even the arrival of the Union Army, however, did not
bring an end to the/XS=1ooting of private and publicly owned
property in Harpers Ferrye Barry describes this @& situation

as follows: . ) .
Patterson’s army occupied

’ ﬁarper’s Ferry for several days-and jhelped themselves
~ to most of what was left by the rebels. Whatevel_' may
_be said of their exploits on the field of “battle their

L5e Barry, Joseph, Strange Story of Harpers Ferty, 109,
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achicvements in the foraging line are certainly ‘worthy
of mention in this and all other impartial histories of
that period. The United States army at that time was
composed of “three month’s men” and certainly, it
must be said that if they were not thieves before their
enlistment their proficiency in the art of stealing was
extraordinary, considering the short time they were =
learning this accomplishment so necessary or at least
SO necessary or at least so becoming in a thorough cam-
paigner, especially while in an enemy’s country. Hen's
teeth are articles the scarcity of which is proverbial in
all countries, but it can be safely averred that, when this
army left Harper’s Ferry, the teeth of those useful fowls
were as plentiful at that place as any other part of them,
and Saint Columbkill himself could not desire more utter
destruction to the race of cocks than was inflicted on
them at Harper's Ferry by General Patterson’s army.
Indeed, every thing movable disappeared before ‘them
and, at the risk of not being believed, the author will
declare that he learned of their carrying off a tombstone
from the Methodist cemetery. What they wanted with it
‘he will not venture to guess, but a regard for the truth
of history compels him to relate the fact. It may have
been that some company cook wanted it for a hearth-
stone or it may have been that some pious warrior de-
sired to set it up in his tent as an aid to his devotions,
but certain it is that six or eight soldiers of this.army
were seen by many of the citizens conveying it between
them from the cemetery tc_their bivouac in the armory

oovard g ol 2573086/ W\(I S
T When Patterson’s men crossed into Maryland on their

way home-—their three month’s term of service having
expired—quiet again, and for a comparatively long time,
reigned at Harper’s Ferry. ** ~ - ‘ R

L6
During the interval of July L,1861, the day of Roederds
death to July 25, 1861 or si‘.oi"tly thereafter, all of Frede;i.ck
A, Roeder's personal property in Bldgs. No. 5, 75 16, and 16A
was apparently stolen. He left no willy no invehtory was
ever made or filed of his real or personal property in cpﬁ.rt

and the only accounting ever madﬁ of his estate to the court
: 7

did not ‘Ea:ke place until 1916,

L7. A detailed search of the Will iooks and proba.zhe- records
of Jefferson County,1861-~1900 failed turn up any evidence that
Roeder's estate was probated:; See Account Fiduciaries Book O,pe 15%-156-
%o B ; ; Ve 109-110, or
Barry,Joseph, Strange Story of Harpers Ferry, )
lﬁig;.ll 28,5.9168%01’11'1. accounting for a small part of Roeder's bstatee
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On July 25,1851 ajor General Nathaniel P, Banks took
command of ';t:he Uﬁior; Army at Harpers Ferry, holding the to‘w‘n
(‘until August 17, with one regiment. Two more regiments were

posted on ifryland Heights and the remainder of his commnd; )
'w.rhich totaled about 12,000 men, were camped in Pleasan‘ta Vail]_.ey,
Md., to the east of Maryland Helo"xts. From August 18,1861 to
Februarv 25,1862, reither army made any real effort to hold
Harpers Ferry. Union troops were close by , but Confederate and
Federal patrols, each in their turri, moved through thé desblated_

towne

€ Evidence on use of the Roeder Buildings during the Civil War:

Tn October 1873, acting as the acmnistrator'af the Frederick |

" A, Roeder bstate, John J. Kern presented a cla:un against the .
United St tates ih the total amount of‘ SO).L:O;;I‘ the rent of

. three|buildings in the town of ¥arpers Ferry, W. Va., that were
occnipied by Federal troops under the #€¥ cormand of Colonel

: & Baxter of the 72nd Pennsylvania Fire Zoruaves;, and others, .

~ for militiary purposes on or about July 25,1861 until on or about
" March 25,1862, The ren'b cla.:Lm was ﬁﬁ%d calculated as

follows:
(CHigh)
" For Rent of Brick House( Dldg. No. 15) on I‘hln/étreet
from July 25, 1861 to March 25,1862 (Thine monthes)
at $ 18000 per lvbnthocalooooaooo.Q...O.oocooooco ot$ 162000

" For Rent of Bakery ("Bldgo 16A’) on Main (THigh)
Street from July 25,IB61 to Merch 25,1862
at$ 20000 per Month........... se08080 0000000000t 180000
( Subtotal’ Bldgs., -6 and 1&0.0....0......-..-.0. S’ 3)42003)

"ForX Rent cof two-stery Brick House( Bldg. No. S,
with seven rooms—) on Potomac Street Irom July 25 3 ,
. 1861 to 1'I'erh 25’1862 at $ 12 00 per mon‘th...-.n- $ 108000

. For Rent of ttgo-storig Erdck House (Bldge. No. T,
with five rocms) on Potomac Street from July 25,1861 :
+t¢ March 25)1832 at $ 6000 per Monthoecsssessssassae $ ‘S)-‘UOO
Total s _ T 50Le00  ub




The sworn}s‘batements of John J. and tary L. Kern, and James R, Roéder,
o -'"takeﬁ @n -Sépteﬁber ’5,1902 ; indicates that Bldg. No. 16 was. used <geéf/
by the Uhion Arny dufing thes?##2861-62 period as a post oi‘fice, headquarters,
and -quarters for the officerss Roeder's bakery, Bldg. iéA,, was utilized
by the army to bake bread; and the first floors of Bldgs. No..5 and 7

e '
served as stables for arrmy horses and the upper floors to store hay ¥ and

afpwarghouses: for military purposes.

i »of the Frederick A, Roeder Estate, 1866-1916

In the 1870's John J. Kern, acting as aadmir;iétrator of
the Roeder Estate began selling off the real property so tha?b
‘%‘-‘money thils realized could be divj.ded among the seven heirs.

Roeder!s property was liquidated a%. followss

. Date ' Property L Price Received

1, April 3,1871 Christopher Schuster's land in - $ 376.L3

Boliver, 15 perches and house,on
which F.A.Roeder loaned $ 350

tn Decerber 12,18464S01d to
William He Wentzell. (57Q)

24 FeR_gruary 28,1873 John and Mary Hofer's land and house, $ 266421
Lot Noo L, Block E, Camp Hill, on o o
which Roeder loaned $ 1,00 on Nov,10
1856. Sold to Jashua Cavaliere 5]3

3, October 23,1873  John C, Schustz's land in Bolivar on $ 500,00
which Roeder loaned $ 500 &n February S

21,1857, Sold to-A.L. and C.L, Hopgirood.
e May 12,187 Bldge. Nos 7(still known as "White Hall),on $ 32143

Wager Lot 15, part of subdivigion I ,
sold to Charles 1. Hop¥rood, 3) _

@JG ¥ 11803,U.S. Court of Claims, Abstract of Evidencef"B,h,S,é.

1,8,Claim of J.J. Kern for Rent,50L, Power of Attorney, Dated October 8,1873,
to N.M. Macrae, Mational Archives Fecord Group Ne. 123. '
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Date ) Froperty : Price Received

.- 5, Jammary 3,41881: . - Wager lot 16, with Bldgs. No» = - - ,

5y 16, anc 18 ys0ld to $ 1,000,00

Bridget Burleigh apd Thomas
J. Burleigh. (5k)

Totals( 157/~ £21) 3 2258007

On Octover 8,1873, acting as administrator of the Frederick 4. '
pressed ‘ ,

Reeder Estate, John J. Kern also p##s# a claim against the United States
Government in the amount of $ 504400 for the rent of Bldge 16,.16h, 7 and
5 by Union troops during the period July 25,1861 to “arch 25,1862

The claim was presented to the Us,S. Quartermaster General niissie-
under terms of the Act of Jyly L,186l and was disal%by the Thir

) )

A

Auditor of the U.S. Treasury Departﬁé%ﬁ%u:; e .”1‘.,.188(3)for want of

/@ jurisdiction’/zge auditor) giving as the rea‘son‘ for rejectiora

"that this pr6perty was in Jefferson Co., West Va,, one of the/;z!dﬂyﬁii;‘é
counties declared in insurrectioh, and settlement of the claim is ‘therefore N
barred by Act of Feb, 21st 1867 (Section 300 "R" Appendix Rev. Stats. U.S o)
which denies settlement of claims for occupation of real éstate.in'_a_state |
or part of State declared in insurrection, during the'rebellion."

Kern, 20 years later, took the same claim o Conéress. On Yarch
11,1902, the U.S. House of Represéntatives Cofmnittee on War‘Cla..ims'
rei‘ei‘red the Roeder BEctate claim to the U.S, Court of Claims to be-
considered under the Bowman Act of March 3,1883, Tye Court dismissed the

claim in Jarmuary 190k, again for want of jurisdiction. But Kern persisteds
50.Deed Book Noe 6, pol09=110, JoJ. Kern to Wentzell,April 3,1871

51. Kern to Cavakierp February 28,1873, Deed Book ¥ B, p.16le
52, Kern to Hopwood, October 23,1873, Deed Book A, pe336e
: S8 e Kern to Hopwood, Moy 12,187k, Deed Book B, p. 153-15k.
—~ She Kern to Burleigh, January 3,1881, Deed Book I, p.l0h~-105,

53
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- On l‘larch 3s 1905, a resolutlon of the U.Se Senate m referred the
Roeder Estate cla:.m,‘ () the U.S Court -ofi{;l;sais, this time to be considered
under the terms of the Tucker Act of ifarch 3 41887+ The case was brought |
to hear';i'.ng on loyalty and merits on lay 28, 1906, Ge W, Hott appeared ae
ettorney for the &% Roeder Estate and assistant attorney gene:;'al F. Ded.
Faust represented the interests of the United Statese The Court of Claims |

made the following findings of fact on kme 8 s 1906:

e "L app‘ears from the evidence fhat the c]iaiméint's decedent
(Erederick A, Roedez) was loyal to the Government of the United States
durihg the late war of the rebellione

II. "Du:;'ing the war for the suppression of the rebellion, the

military forces of the United Statesy by proper authority,‘ took‘po‘sseSSion
Of and occupied, for militdxy purposes, certa:m bu:lgincs ‘belonging to
the clame.nts’ decedent, s:.tuate at fHarpert's ¥ erry, State of West V:.rg:.m.a..
That the reasonable rental value of said buildings during the per:a.od of
said occupancy, together w:.'bh the repairs: inci éﬂt 'bo such occupatlon,
was the sum of Three hundred and twenty dollars ($320) for which

no payment appears to have been madeo"

The U.Se attorney had A8 recormended that the $ 50,00

Roeder rent claim be reduced to $ 200,00, The UsSe Court of Claims

55
apparently spl:.t the difference. -

55«8, A11 of the Frederick A. Roeder Estate Claim papers from 1873 to 1806

are now filed in National Archive Record Group No.l 23, at Suitland,M. s
under U,S, Court of Claims JC (Congress:z.onal Jur:.sdlctlon) Noe 118(3

Sk
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In ] 506)
Kern s DNow 1n his 70th veary had won his po:Lnt, or at.least
" half a po:!.nt, ‘@"but 10 more years were to pass before the
heirs actually received any of the money. Public Law No. 289,
approved March b, 1915, appropriated $ 32-0 to pay the Frederick A.
56
Roeder claime - This money was received from the Government by
JoW, CGardner, acting as administrator of the Roeder, in June 1915,
Of the $ 320.00, $ 114,32 went to pay the fees of the lawyer and
administrators, leaving a total of $ 205,68 to be divided among the
seven Roeder heirs, On January 1,1916 each of the heirs received
a equal share of $ 29,38+ Four of the ¢ seven Roeder children were
still alive, namely, MaryA9L. Kern, Augustus HermaneS=2% Roeder »
shares of the
James Re Roeder, and Julia A, Colej the,1three deceased children,
Albert T, Roeder, Matilda E. Sutton, a)m Amal}_:x.a A, Shewbridfre, were
djvided G- Ml 57
-reﬂ-eweé—/qr the:tr childrenes
’\ -
A grand total of $ 2,669,75 was ¥ salvaged from the Frederick

o<t Aerg
A, Roeder's rent claim and real esta‘b%lB'?lZ\g.S?lS s irdicating tha'b each of

his seven children :ther:rbed about $ 381. 9 from his estateo

CHARRT No, III, which follows, summarizes Frederick A. Roeder's

a7 »
Real Estate transactions, X&Y 1847 to 1861,

56e U.S.Statutes at Iarge, Vol. 38, Part I, p.99k.

57. Account Fiduciaries Book 0 (1915), F.Jefferson County Courthouse,
Charles Town, We Vae., pe155-156, -
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§ Furnishines of White Hall, Bldg., Noe 7, and Roeder's Store,
. B.Ldgo lice 5, 10551561

Roeder died on July l:.,1861 w1thou'b leaving a will, s;a/%ll ’%

‘his personal nroperty in Bldgs. No. 16 164, S and 7y was

apparently stolen durlng July and August 1861, when the Koeder family

fled for safety to Maryland and the Roeder building were occupiéd and

used by the Union Army, Tt is certain that no inventory of personal
property was z\ZW;e::' taken of Roede“ 's bélonging-tuesi] =nd filed for

[y
probaﬂbe4 as %# was required by the laws:s of Virginia at that tinee

7% .
Because of the lack of will and inventory, or any oth@ such documents E
it is impossible to provide a list of the FESP actual items of
'furnlture that were in any of Frederick A. Roeder 's four buildings
during the psriod 1847 to 1861,
I PG Poviry G

To assist the nne:spm the Furnpshn_ng P"ansao*' Bun.ldlﬂgs o
Nos 7 and No.5, the following data wisl b f-em:.n the appendl,&es of
| this reporb'

Appendix I: A ‘New data on the use and number of rooms in Bldg. No, 713
White Hall Tavern, in 1861 and 1862, and mna.,ured drawings of
the building, 8 sheets,

A. .
Appenda.x IIs New Data on the use and nu.mber of rooms in Bldg, No. Sy
Roeder's Store, in 1861-62, undBnaasured drawings of the building,
flve Sheetu. »
as '
Appendix ITI: New Uata on the use and nurber of rooms in Bldgs. No. 16
and 16A, Roeder's Pesidence and Bakery. :
Detailed lists of furnishingsofspseesd rrom tuo similiar Harpers

Ferry taverns of the 18L9-1859% period will be found in ﬁ—&zaptersy @At

mm—
V1 that follow,
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APPENDIX NO. I

8

“ A, Architectural Description of and Plans of

Building No. 7, White Hall Tavern, 1859-61
@aa"New Data on the use of and nature of the
structure in 1861-€2,
C, Copies of v )
Measured Drawings for Bldge No. 7, courtesy of =

Architect Archie Wi Framnzen, Harpers Ferry National

Historic Parke
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Appendix No. I S 111 I

Architectural Description of
S White Hall Tavern, Bldg. 0. 7

In 1859-61 Bldg. No., 7, was a two-ahdrz. half story stone

JHEEH structure o with a cellar, slate=covered gable roof .
’ and a small chimney éentered in eac':h gable e'nd. Set w:x.th

the Kerasg\ gable end fronting on Potomac Street, the bun._.dlng

was 2l feet or ‘bhree bays w:.de and 20 feet’ deep. On the first

story there was one window located in the right~hand (or %)

this
bay and #&&Z was adorned by an exterior -louvered shutters,
, large
A wide coor in the center bay led into the/\tavern or drinking

roon that occupied-the first floore In the left=hand bay was
an taller door 'bopped by a rectanglﬂ.ar trarsonm ) vhi ch prov:Lded
access to the interior stairs that 1@; to the l:.vmg quarterqf
on the upper floorse The second story of the front elevatlcn_
had three windows and one more window was centered in 't;hé atti
storye All of these windows had six over six lightse - The first
exterior
storv’\stone walls of Bldg. No, 7 were painted white, thus probably
' 1
resulting in the name "White Hall". In 1861. the bulldlng had
a total of five rocms and these were probably distributed as
follows: first floor, one large rooms. 2nd floor, two rooms,
three floor or varret&, D rooms o p1.11--"";1'&-11’1 1838-39, Building Noe
7 was-dremodelled in 18,8 and a second time in 1856, .
No Architectural Data Hi storic Structure study has ever been
prepared for White Hall Tavern.
_ o kS ' +a KJo.
mo’fbﬁﬁ/) M{ pl"a‘,‘aaﬁw)
1. Se‘;\ Harpers Feryy No. HF=-55, taken in 1865, and, No I[F-379,
taken ca.1882=86, /i



. A Appendix I,
— . ﬂ, New evidence on the nature and use cf ' ' 1312
; Bldg, Noe 7y Vhite Hall, in 1861=02e

¥, White Hall Tavern,Building Noo 7e

" @, John Jo Kern's cla‘im_,. October L,1873, for rent on behalf of the
Estate of Fo Ae Roeder from the U.Se. Government: '

for Rent of twoétory Brick House on Potomac Street from o
July 25,1861 to March 25,1862 at $ 6,00 #HEAFEé-per Month = $ 5L.00,

rented to Col, Baxter Commanding Baxtezj.Philadelphia Fire Zouaves.
bodohn J. Kern, 66 years old, statement of Septs 5,1902:

"There was one building (_No. 16) on Washington G)r High) Street and -
two (Bldgse No. 5 and 7) on Potomac Streeto S ' '
"The{were all used by Cols, Bartter's. Zouavese.o The two brick buildings -
on Potorac Street were used for stables amdl other purposes.
They took possession shortly after Mr. Roeder was killedee.
They (fhe Unich Army) held it continuously until Baxter deft and they
used them off and-ofi during the entire ware. I think Baxter left sombtime
in thesfRing of 1862... .The other two (BuildingsY on Potomac street were
worth $ 10,00 each(Cin rent per month) and did bring $ 15.00 at one times
The buildings were in good condition when the U.S. first took possession, =
and he @,oedeﬂ_ a2lways kept them in good repair. They were in a bad o
condition when the US, left them. The windows had been taken out and removed -
to Camp Hill to build quarters withe I guess it would have cost $ 1,000.00
at that time to restore the Cbhre@ buildings to the condition in which
they were before the U.S. authorities used the same. : :

Cross~examination of Kern:

: S 5
",..One of the buildings on Potomac Street had five rooms (Bldge No.@)
and the other(Bldge Nos“f) threccs... I can't say who (what Union officers)
used the buildings on Potomac Streeto They were in and &Y out all the timeeee
The other two (buildings) on Potomac Street "(Twere worth) about one
thousand dollars (2t the time the army occupancy cdmence-_é").-”

ce Mary L. Kern, 59 years old, oldest childy@@ef Frederick A. Roeder,
statement of epte 5,1902: ' ’ ‘

”I know the U.,S. authorities occupied buildings belonging to my

father's estate during the war, =- our home place (Bldge No, 16) and two
(Fldgs. No, 5 and on Potcmac streeteesss One (Blag. Noe 5) on Potomac
Street (;c—_ontainetﬁ")seven (xooms) and the other (3ldg, No. 5) five Egomif o

Our father was killed July L, 1861, and the troops took possession of

the house (B1dg. No,16) that month. They gave up the home building(J&) and

we took possession in ilarch,1862, The other two they used after that at _
different times during the war. They were brick buildingse. (The Union Army

‘ eaeoh The Potomac street buildings for stables and warehouses for storing
7N feed, etce , :

Cross-examination of Mary L. Kern:

The two buildings on Potomac Street were two and one-half stories highs.

I think it was Col, Baxter who had control of the home house(Bldge lE) and it -
was the same troops had the other ## twoe ¥ S '
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- Building No. 7 Continued: T V . 113

" de James B.. Roeder, 5l years old, second oldest son of Frederick A. Roeder's

three sons, statement of “ept. 5,1902: -

"'The Union army used three houses. @dgs. Noe 5,7, and 16) and a bakery
-(Bldge No. 16L) belonging to my father's estates.. : T
The other two buildings were on Potomac Streetg They were built of brick.
One (EIdge No. ) had seven rooms and the other (Eldge No. 7). five.
They used the lower part for horses and had forage in the upper part. _
The larger building Qio. ﬂ was worth $ 10 per month C:in ren;E:) and the
other (Bldge No, 7) & 6.00. : ~ : |

They(i*:he Union Arn@ took poss,ession; not quite a month after father
died, July L,1861. I could not say for sure but I think they (Col, Baxter
of the 72 Penn, Fire Zouaves) remained there that wintereo

Cross—examination of James R, Roeder: , -

_ The same officers -CM:'. Baxter and his staff) had control of the buildings
on Potomac Street,"

ee Thomas Jo Burleigh, past 50 years of age, owner in 1902 of Bldge. No. 16,
statement of “ept. 5,1902: = _ . g L
. "I dont _remerber about them (the Union Army) occupying the two buildings .
Qlose 5 and 7) on Potomac street, but I remember they were very rmch damaged
by some one, ! : ‘ o

fo Summary of evidence by Attorney GeW. £ Hott, iy 14,1006

"One @_ﬁlding Nos E contained seven rooms and one (F;l_dg. Noe ﬂ fives
Blddd-The buildings were used for a #skbkkd oeo. a stable ,and warehouseses

- .

Data from National Archites Mecord Group No, 123, Circuit Court of Claims,
Clain File No. JC~- 11303 Congressional Jurisdiction, Abstract of Evidencé.

13



* APPENIDIY NO. II
: | B,
AbArchitectural Description of and Plans of .
- Bldg. No. 5, Roeder's Store, 1859-61;

'
andryéw Data on the use and nature of

Bldg. No. S, in 1861-62,

{
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Appendix IT 2

. AJAchitecture Description of Bldgo No.- S,
Roeder s Vtores s LCLO-BL

Built in 1856, Bldg. Nc. 5 was a two-story |
) end
plus attic brick and stone structure: w:z.th a smll chirney cantergce

in each gable ende The gable roof was covered with slate and thezr_g
was no cellar. The east gable end, which fronted on Potomac Stree'ﬁ,
was about 2L feet or three bays wide and the house was 20 feet deepa

stone
The first story walls were built of A% ang the ‘second of hrick,

-

The esves alqng'the side elevations were marked by corhelled brick
cornicese The entrance door was loczted in the cenber bay of the
Potomac Street facade and was flenked on either side by a window

i . . ~ door ‘
.aderned with exterior panelled shutters. A second ia sy centered
in the brick second story and topped by a rectanpuler transom, opened.
out on to a small one~bay-wide wooden balcony. ¥ On either side,
On-R_
flanking the doer and balcony, was ammstassdc yeesp-ri ndow topped by

ad
a flat brick arche A single widow was center,in the Adsé third

- AT

or attic floar sbove the docrs. ALl windows conbtained siz over six
lightse There were ‘alsc two windows s Separated by the end chimney,
in the attic story of the rear gable end wali.

The first floor of t he main house was désigﬁed for ﬁse as a
tavern, & or a store, or a warehouse, and’consisted of cne large
roomse The upper flcoers, intendsd for use as a dwelling,probably .
had two rooms on each level, }

A two-storybrick #ring with a ’slopin;g' shed roof adj oined

the m=3ir house 2t the southwest(rear left-hand) cornere The‘ w:.ng,
12—2 feet wide and about 13 Pe;t deep, contained one room on each

whitds it contains a fireplace,
floor. The first floor room‘ may have served as -a ka_tcher}/ and the

2 15



the room above as a bedroom.

W*ndows in the trick w1rg
_ had 51x over six llghtu and flat brlck arches,

In 1861
P
Bldg. No. 5 contalned a ﬂl+otal of seven rooms,

No architectural data historic.structure study

has ever been
brepared for Bldg, No,

-~

l. See Phote-No, 2, Harpers Ferry Negative Ko, 2

279 taken 1882-863
Photo No, 3, Negative lio, 190, taken 1886-89, and No. L,

Negative
No. 100, taken in 1889,

16 >



Appendix NC, III

i
i

ke%l\lew Data on the use and nature of

Bldgse No. 16 and 164 in 1861-82,

and

Iﬂ; Architect Alan M, stlajlmer's Drawings
Dlustrating the Evolution; 18101861, of the
Floor Plans and Elevations of Frederick 4.
Reeder's Residence, Bldge 16, and Bakery,Blg, 1@9
.(September,l96h). li sheets. )
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Four
————

Historical Photographs of the Erteriors

of Bldgs. No. 5 ang 75

Taken 18 65-1889 *

Juteeie
Note: There are no Enown photos of the

S

Inberiese- of any Harpers Ferry building

taken prior to 1890,




PHOTOCRAPH NO. L

John Brown!'s Fort,Harpert's Ferry, 1865

Harpers Ferry NHP Negative No, HF=55. |
| N Haiv . ,
left foreground: Gates and fence of #Z=w=& entrance to the U,S. Misket Factoryp

. , ' ) Above Armory brick wall at leftg north gable wall of Bldge No. 9 and rear wing(Bldg.8).

and beyond it®, the Catholic School lHouse.
Above Bldge. No. 8)( is Ste. Peter's Roman Catholic ChurchA Returning to center foreground

- the

in Mysket Factoyy Yard, is the John Brown Fort or Armory Fire Enginemse
A | Gkl [BY7-48)

(with cupola on roof) and immediately to the right is the Armory Office§or Headquarters
} Cis¢e—1%6/), - : '

Building,\ Between the Fort and Officeg and beyond the mtisket Factory brick wall) can
be seen part of Bldg. No. 7; the White Hall Tavern(note that its first story is p'a:‘mted‘
white)s Above the roof of Bldg. 7, in the second tier of structures, can been seeh
the rear Aeievation of Bldge No. 15(with two dormers in 4%s roof) s and to éright, the
_ rearb facade of Bldgs No. 16, Frederick A, Rbeder 's Hesidence. In the third tier of buildings,
beginning above the cupola »on the Forﬁ,, is Bldg. Noo. JA~ The Harper House, once(1782-1803) a
tavern%ving to the righ't:) Bldg. No. 1B= Dr. Nicholas Marmion's residence, and Bldg. 1C,
Qe of Dr. Marmion's .'two ‘tenant houses e M?O‘fe Bldg. ¥ 1C, in the fourth tier, is Bldg. L8A ,

Ste John's Protestant Epggcopal Church and the structure to its left, visible beyemd Bldg. 1B,
is U.S, Armory Dwelling House No. 21, ’

10l
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PHOTOGRAPH NO, 2

John Brown's Fort, 1882.1886

Ha}rﬁers Ferry NHP Neg;ativg No. HF"-.-379, :

e ap B ‘ | ok L

In foregroundAéi¥kdAd at left, entrance gate to U.Se Musket Factory Yard$, mobing right omwd
(<F} < : .

* within the yard, John Brown's Fort(the Armory Fire Engine House), and the Armory OfficeSor

. Headquarters Building, Eeturning to the left and beyond the Armory brick wall, the notth

' : : M_,Q,{L\ (830~73,
. gable endof Bldg. No§ 9 and &, above 8 e is St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church, Returning to

the second tier of structures 'y Bldg. No. 7, White Hall Tavern(notice both stories are painted
white) is visible between the Fort and Armory Offices. A portion of Bldge No. 5 #F rises above

the Armory Office Buildinge In the third row, beginning by the cupola on the fort and 6%

moving right, The rear clevation of Bldge No. 15 ie(largely concealed by trees fand to its

right a portion of Bldg. No. 16, The next structure(with white facade) is actaally located on

the opposite.side of High Street on “ager Lot No. 55B, as is the house With two dormers
immédiately to its right,on Wager Lot No. 56A. The structure below the lot 564 House is

Armory Dwelling House No. 1), which was situated on Wager Lot No. 18 In the third tier,
returning to the left and above the cupola is Bldg. 1A » the Harper Housej and moving to the
right§°Bldg. 1B~ Dr. Nicholas Marmion's residence, and Bldgs. 1C and 1D, the First and Second
Marmion Tenant Houses. The dwelling above Bldge. ID is located on Wager Lot No. L3. The

large structure on the hill beyond Bldg. No., 1B and 1C, is St. John's Protestant Epﬂyml Churche
' Bldg. No. hBA, Db 18571 ~5 2., . tEPIsce ol

125
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PHOTOGRAPH NO, 3

‘ JOIIN BROWN'S F(RT, 1886-1889
Harpers Yerry NP Negative No, HF= 190,

A8 Left to right: North wall of Bldge No. 8, then John Brown's Fort(or Armory Fire

Enginx? Housi). and then, beyond the Armory brick wall, the facade of Bldge Noe. 5, Roeder's
Store(note that the first ‘story is painted white). Above and beyond Bldge 5 can be seen ,
the rear of Armory Dwelling No. 1, located on Wager l.ot No, 1834 above this is Bldg. 1D,

one of Dr, Marmion's two'tenant housese. Above Bldge 1D can be seen part of the house situated

. (sl oo 1 ca s W
on Wager Lot L3, the building to its right stands on ager Lot No. L2,

Returning to the center, the two dormers visible above the fort and to the
right of the cupola are in the roof of Bldge 1B, Dr, Nicholas Marmion's residences

The gable end of St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church, Bldg. No. ¥ LBA, rises above the

_roof of Bldg. 1B. The house at the top of the hill, to the right of the church, is a

new res:.denca dating from the 1880's.

126
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PUOTOSRAPH NO. Iy

John Brown's Fort in the 1889 Flood

Harpers Ferry I'PP Negatlve No. HF~100,

o 1sZa
Ieft to right: In’ 'ﬁreground,AArmory fence and gate, then John Brown's

- Fort( or Armory fire engine house), and at the right, begond the brick |
Afmory fénce or wall, .the front elevation of Bldge No. 5, Roeder!'s
Stores lHote that the first story of Bldg, 5 is painted white.,

Retﬂ‘%xg to the left, beyond the Armory brick wall is ‘the north wall .
éf Bldge Ne. 8. On the hili, above the fort's cupola, is Bldg. IA;

- the Harper House, then B, Dr, Marmion's Residence, and Bldgs. 1C and 1D,
the Flrst and Second Marmion Tenant Houseso Abowe 1D s is the house sté.hding
on wager Lot bNoi. Lh3. The arge building visible above Bldgse. 1B and 10 )

is St. Johnts Protestant Eplscopal Churchjid@'liéeg.}f&ée at the top of the N

- hill and right of the church dates from the 1880!'s, | ‘ o

Retixrnidg to John Brown's Fort, part of White Ihll, Bldg. No, 7 :

(note the second story is paipted white) is visible above the right end

of the Fort, Part of the rear elevation of Bldg. No. 16 is to be seen
above Bldg. .No.} 7o The house visible to the right of Bldg. 16 is located

on Wagér Lot 55A and the structure to %ﬁ‘its right, and rising above

L ~eo
Bldge Nos 5, is Armory Dwelling House No., 1L, sifpated on Wager Lot No. 18

[d
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