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Prirna resources related to other
Captions

l_ithogrLlph Currier Evc New York NY 1880 ready-niade clothing stores located in

____________________________________ ihrdryof Congress Ad ertisenient J.C Booth Harpers Ferry and elsewhere including

KI4Tui2V LOTlliNt 1ORE NCW YO1k NY 1846 Smit1iOfliaii lllStilUtiOfl advertising material trade cards ilitis

Iiarper Ferry Building 40 Facade Advertise- in books and periodicals letter-
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hìipers Ferry Building 40 Room 101 dozen illustrations spanning tim period
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Lil1oLgh the eciriy pcirt

the 20th century depict the interiors of

ready-made clothing slores in eastern

ci Lies rid town Thee ii In strations

\vcrc obtained largely froi collections at

the VVj nterthu ii LI ey fvlu sen ns
the Library of Congress and the Snith

sonian Institution particu Ia nv the

\Varshaw Collection housed in the

iiithsonian An hives enter The

similarity of the interior arrangeients

types of stOi littings and inventory

isp ay techniqu es enabled the prepa ra

tiOfl of ci furnishings plan that accurately

depicts the interior of readymade

lothiiig store iii sniall toxvn Nearly

t\V LCfl dCi it ionai llustratjons por
tray the types of WifldO\V displays used

by clothing stores in the 19th century
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VVV Primary and secondary resources

related to dry goods and general stores
VVV Mans dry goods and general stores alco

cT sold ready-made clothing especially in
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smaller towns Ihese illustration pro-
\Vj al uabl infornia hon concern ing the

interiors of small retail establishments
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Captions

---- Lithograph John Buffords Sons lith copyright

-- by the Double Thread Sewing Co 1877 Library of

---7.i Congress Advertisement Moberg the Tailor

I__
Anoka Mmn 1870-90 Smithsoman Institution

Advertisement Oak Hall Clothing House Boston

MA Smithsonian Institution Harpers Ferry Build-

LATEST STYLES ing 40 Room lOla Advertisement George

McKendree Teal 1850-60 Smithsonian Institution

Trade Catalog Charles Stokes Co 1864 Hagley

Museum and Library

The Furnishingjor Building4

The ready-made clothing store of Philip across the country Customers attracted fabric lining buttons and trim were

Frankel Co occupied building 40 in by the convenience and low prices of distributed to local women who sewed

the late 1850s during Harpers Ferrys ready-made clothing flocked to the the garments at home then returned

industrial heyday Newspaper adver- stores which were able to offer huge them to the store for inspection

tisements indicate that Philip Frankel variety and selection This large volume

Co sold wide variety of mens and together with reductions in production The effects of the industrial revolution

boys clothing shirts underwear boots costs and an increasing emphasis on cash can be seen in subtle ways in Frankels

and shoes hats and caps handkerchiefs sales allowed retailers to cut prices ready-made clothing store Although

hosiery suspenders and gloves Frankel enabling wider class of people to dress today everyone buys clothing off the

also stocked variety of fancy goods like reasonably well rack buying ready-made clothing in

pocket books combs brushes jewelry
the 19th century was as revolutionary

and mens perfume The 1824 lease agreement indicates that concept as manufacturing guns with inter-

building 40 was constructed with three changeable parts Even traditional tailors

The organization of the mens clothing rooms on the ground floor small retail work like custom sewing was distributed

industry had changed dramatically since ready-made clothing store with custom as outwork to save labor costs practice

the early 1800s when lower income mens service usually consisted of salesroom which became notorious in the immigrant

clothing was either purchased second- in front an adjoining cutting room and sweat shops of late 19th century New

hand or sewn at home by family members space for storage either above or in the York City The Civil War provided statis

Tailors who fitted each garment to the rear typical cutting room contained tics on body measurements for millions of

customer generally catered only to the one or more tables for sponging the fabric soldiers These became the basis for the

upper classes Men who needed clothing to control shrinkage cutting the gar- first reliable system of standardized sizes

in hurry could purchase garments at ment bundling up the pieces to distribute After the war returning soldiers created

slop shops stores which manufactured to seamstresses and ironing the final huge demand for quality clothing and

clothing in standard sizes to be sold to product Professional cutters employed encouraged the popular acceptance of

sailors travelers and others who were to measure design and cut the garments ready-made garments The availability

willing to sacrifice good fit for quick required very few tools to carry out their of affordable well-made clothing to the

service However by mid-century ready- trade shears tape measure square majority of American men created

made clothing stores stocked all ranges straight ruler chalk curve rule and visual broadening of the middle class

of quality from the cheapest slops to scales Ready-made clothing stores re- The average man could purchase ready-

garments as well-made as those sewn duced manufacturing costs by employing made more clothing of better quality

by custom tailors Large stores in eastern local women to sew the garments for than ever before

cities manufactured clothing for their own fraction of the wage that tailors earned

stores and for wholesaling to retail stores Bundles containing the pieces of cut
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