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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Region Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

Memorandum
To: Director
From: Acting Regional Director

Subjeé%: Part I, Historic Bﬁilding Report, Harpers Ferry NM

' In accordance with FO-11-56, Historic Building Report,
‘we have assembled and are distributing herewith Part I of the
subject report. The report consists of the following sections:
Admlniatratzve and Historlcal Data Sectlons. (AnmAxshixgsxuxal

This report should be reviewed by no later than ¥axh %
1958 .. Our comments will follow. '

,;Z NM/
=~ George A, ~Palmer
Acting Regional Director
In duplicate

Attachment

Copy to: Supt., Harpers Ferry, if report
Chief, EODC, w/c report
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Recogmended:

Recommended:

Recommended:

Approved:

-\H.,"

APPROVAL SHEET

Director

Regional Director

~ Chief, E.0.D.C.

Superintendent
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PART I
HISTORIC BUILDIRG REPORT

Building No. 45
Building No. 45A, Outbuilding

Barpers Ferry National Monument

Pistributed for Review by Region Five
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Building No. 45
Building No. 45A, Outbuilding

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by

Acting Superintendent Raymond L. Ives
October 16, 1957



SEGTION I¢ ADRINISTHA ?i? DaTH

A, Hame and Humber of Pullding:

»h&lﬁiﬁﬁ Ho. 45, Bume to be Determined, and Bullding bo. 454,
atbulilding.

B. FProgesed Use of Sﬁruetﬁre:

Under MISSION 66 Planning it has been ougs estes that this
structure be made the msin Visitor fenter wiih the se¢and floor used
sy offices srnd an suditorius.

G. frovision for }geratiﬁg_tha Houge:

fo funds have been programwed for r@furn;an*ng tae house., Ho
cooperative agreoments have been executed or proposed for furnishing
and eqwrbting the house. Honey will be pecded to esizbiish the
exhlbits in the Visitor Gentcr. '

4N ifﬁ;lﬂlaurv Igtimste of fost of Rahubilitating he Structure
and Graunda:

It is estimsted that the cvst of restoring the
exterior ani rehabilitating the interior of Bullding
0. 45 will amount to ‘ ‘ #55,000.00



HISTORICAL DATA

Building MNo. 45

Building No. 454, Outbuilding

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by
Park Historian Herbert H. Kissling
: October 16, 1957
(Rev. Jan. 22, 1958)



SEOTION 1X: HISTORICAL DATA

1, Introduction:

Puilding Ho. 45 wss built on Govermment land well before the
Civil ¥sr by a private individusl with the permission of the grmory
offieigls. Thie wus a common srsciice which helped to solve certain
problemy for bthe Government in the operation of the frsory. This
report is written from all presently avallsble data concerning the
construction snd historiecsl susociztions of the structure.

‘2, logsbion of Tullding No. L45:

By deed deted fpril 25, 1751, Robsrt Harper wes granted a tract
of land ky lerd Foirfax, Proprietor of the Eorthern Neek of'?irginia.
This 125 zeres iz the entire present site of Harpers Ferry and was
pert of the estate of Robert Harger which passed on his desth im 1782

) B ; . . .
t¢ his neice. The neice, Sarah Havper, marrised a John Vager snd in

g

this way the Yager femily came into possession of the Hobert Hurper

holdings. In 1796 in order to estublish an irsory and Avsenal st

Harpers Ferry the Government hought the original Harper troct with

the sxa&gﬁian of six acres whigh were reserved by the vagers.
Puilding Ho. 45 was bullt on alloﬁ of groumd which resmained in the
nsnds of the Government from 1796 until sfter the Civil War and all
records pertaining to the siructuve wers therefore necessgrily
property of the Government during the pre~ﬁivil wgr peried.

3. Construction of the Bullding:

Bspecially during the sarlier yesrs of the development of the

arviory, bhe Govermment guthorized private individusls to build

1. Horthern Heck (rants, Poock &, p. 496, Virginia State Librery,
Bichmond, Virginis, ‘

1.



on Government land for eertain reasons. Juperintendent Stubblefield
expleined the basis on which this procesdure was justified in & letter
duted February 23, 1829, as follows:

eveslt mey be well to remerk, that each of the grants
or permissions given to the individusls mentioned
under the head of persons not connected with the
aresry to bulld on the publie lends, ure decidedly
advantageous ¢ the interest of the armory, snd
required for the convenience and accomadation of the
workmen thervein employed, ¢ zueh 80 that 1t is
believed the United ftutes bave derived from them
benefits equivalent to several thoussnd dollars,

by tbus destroying, in some zeasure, the imposition
ard oprressive monopoly which befors prevailed, and
which grew out of the fuet thet all of the real
property ot this place, except that of the United
Stabes, belonged to & single famlly, who exacted
exhortitant rente from shop keepers, nechanies, &e.,
even somstimes resirieting them to particular kinds
of buslnes:z, who were thus, in their turn, compeiled
to charge the workmen employved in the arsory corres~
ponding rates for the ordinsry meuns of subsistence,
and thereby, in the end, rendering it necessary for
the Government to pay for work at prices higher than
those for which it wight otherwise have done,

n a former cecasion, ¥r, Calhoun, during the pericd
that he wss st the hesd of the Wur Uspartment, and to
whom this subject was referved, was clearly of opinion
that the original purchase of the lamis vecupled
by this eramory, from John Mager, left it entirely
diseretionary with the Sovermment whether or not to
perzilt perchants, shopkeepers, mechanies, and tradesven
of every description whatscever, to erect buildings
and pursue thelr differeni nodes of business, on the
miblie lands here, Lo sny extend that the inlerects of
the arzory and ﬁhs,csnvsnience of workmen therein
employed might reguire,<* '

In this same report is a condensed sbatenent of ruildings eracted by
privite individwals on Government lands.  Thie lisks 150 buiidings
of whioh meny are substential sione or brick structures.

Unfortunately there 1s no map o go with this lengthy repert

2. louse of Hepresentatives Doeument No. 138, 70th Congress,
2d Seasion, War Department. ‘
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which definitely locstes each ﬂtruetﬂre.' Therefore, it is necessary
0 deduce the yrﬁbaéie dute of constraction and the owner of the
bullding from the writhen deseripiion snd &n 1835 map. In 1826
John . Wilson buill & stoms, rough cast bauilding which he used 8
s dwelling sud store~house. The house valued at §2,500.00 wie
éreete& on the strength of a letter from the Urdnsnee Depariment
dated Mareh 23, 1825, which gave him peyamlssion L0 build on Govern-
ment land.o® Thers is o further note un this building which helps
to losste it.
Hote G6. Lot No. 4, under seme head, is situsted
on Chemandoah Styeet. The house bulll upon 3t is a
large stone building; the sile wus formerly occupled

by & large vock in the side of the hill, which re—
nuired & large expenditure of womey 10 remove b b

By comparing the above with the 1835 mep (&rpendix 1 end Drawing

‘Ko. WH-HF 3002, Hurpers Fercy Kationsl Monument Master ¥lem) it

BOO0RTS that';ﬁﬁ building wost likely te £it the déﬁcripticn is
Failding He. 45. It is the largest hgil&ing on the north side &f
Shenandosh Street that ie on Government lend. A1l the rest of the
puildings between it and the Armory are within the wager Hx sere
fessrvation and privately‘awned. The house zust be on the norih
gide of the stre.t because of the note that a lzrge rock in the
hillside wes resoved. It then ap.ears likely that ipilding Ho. 45
wes built by John G, Wilson in 1826. The historical use of ihe
bullding in the 1859-1865 pericd will be the subjest of research in
the Habional irchives.

B d

3, As yet there has been no sesrch for this istber.
L, Houss of Representatives Jocument He. 138, 20tn Congress,
24 Session, Yar Depariment.
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L «oa;»@ivil Yar History of the Siructure:

in 1869 a'gregt auveiion of real zata%é at Horpers Ferry be-
lahgéag ¢ the F@ﬁaral Government wias held and %uilding e 45 and
its lot wers inciuﬁeﬁ. vhen the map was drswn up to go with this
sale in 1865, this lot wes deaxﬂnﬁtau a8 Lot 1, Horthy of Shenandosh
Strest. This reference iz c&atlnued in aubaaauent szles Qf the
pr@gartg.’

At thé sgle In 1869 tﬁi%'§rayerty, which wus desoribed as "id-
3@ining Gatholie Yehool 1ot - 106 b, fromt §n Jhensadoah Sireel -
110 ft. é&@p - 48 4. on buek line. large sione s are}cua&.“, WES
gold for $3,125.00. 2e The pé?ehaser wig. dJoseph D, Héimes who in
the i%&?~lﬁ?% period made repairs 10 the rcaf and porch. He alse
built & new Qbubh&&ﬂ&ﬁ% which say be ﬁafgars,?%ryy Habionsd Honuwent
Building wa. L6h, it tailgt.}' Hr. Holmes was one of a number of

eitixens of Herpers Ferry who did not couplete paymwent for the lots

rmsmlﬂ it. In the aase of this lot, it was ra&ueh&&n@d on Hay 25,

1840, AL this sale Joshus Davoller bought iet i, Hewrlh of lhs n&ﬂauah

ctraet snd Lot 1, Bloek CC for & totel of $870.00.7"

e

5‘ i

Fon

fppended to this repori are & nusber of ssps whleh resste Lo
the subject building sad bo which reference is suggested. Aleo

reference wayv be made to the Harpers Yerpy Fational Monument Master
w £

£, Document in Historigns' Flle.

6. Public ﬁuilﬁiﬂga Serviee, Harpers rmrry Case Ko, 588, sbatement
Cases under the Act of June 14, 1878, k.G, 124, Hstional Archives.

7. Deed Eouk 108, p. L47-489, Jefferson qﬁuniy'ﬁﬂurt House, Charles
Town, vest Virginia.
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Plan Drawings Yo, NN-HF 3055, srchitectursl Base Hap of Herpers Ferry
The owar Town; 3004, Historiesl Base Hap - 18033 3008, | ﬁsuariaai
ﬁaae>¥a§ - 1835, shest 2 of 33 3000, Historical Bise ¥ap - 18483
ard 3001, ﬁi@t#ﬁis&l Vase Hap - 1269, Drawing Fe. NM-{T 3086,

ﬁ gheets, comprises the avallsble modern neusured drawings of the
structure.

The 1903 and twoe 1811 maps (igpendlees I1I, 1V, and V) which are
sttached 4o not show any building on the site of pressnt Building We.
45, The 1835 sap {fopendix 1) shows the sﬁruﬂtﬁre. However, the
1335'w geyr “lat {ippendix V1) does not show tga buiiding. This ig
&xylaiﬁéd by the fact that &b wis plat was copncorned only with the
oroperty thhin the beunu% of Lao reserved écraﬁ.  ?§@ l@ﬁﬁ i
superimposed on the L1913 rsilroad map (Appendix I1) shows a varj
good relatianahig betwesn the two surveys seveniy-eight jears Bp&rt.
The 1869 map {spoendix VII) further locates the property in rsisbien
to ihe Vnger Reservibion and athmr wuildings presently ineluded in
Hﬁrp&r Ferry Hationsl ¥onument.

&, Eﬂmmarg:

Raypers L@rry National Honmument Fuilding o, 45 was constrached
on vaarn»@nt land by & privabte individusi grébabiy in the year 1826
Prosent ducu&ﬁntary evidence uzed in conjunetion with available maps
substantistes this opinion, Mpr. John G. Wiloon built this stune
dwelling and at@ra»haﬁﬁe valusd st 22,500,00 on the north side of
Shensudosh Street. The historical use of the siructure in ine
period of our ?rimar§-eonaerﬁ r@méina the subject of further ressurch

a

in the ¥atiomsl Archives.

%
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following the Civil ¥ar the properiy wiith its stons store-nduse
wao bought from the (overnment by Joseph U. ilvlmes who repaired
the roof snd porch and bullt &ﬁ_aut%uiiéing wizleh may be Building
Ho. 454, The inability of Mr. Holwes to complete payweni for the
srouerty resulbed in the Government ré;*s&eﬁﬁing it and reéeiling
it in 1880 to sochus Cevalier. |

‘ H;' is recorwended that thds large struciure be restored un the

exterior to its 1859 &?pa&mane& and develivped on the interior a&vth@
rain Visitor (enter for the lower fown sectlon of Hurpers Ferry
Netional Honument. ‘(here L& ample room vn the first ficor of the

building for the main musewn and the segond [loor could be uged for

offices and an suditorium. It is loesited directly smervss the sirect

from the wein perking 1ot and at the enirance Lo the lower Town
grous of bulldings. Its loeatlon is ideal for the béfinuing of the

walking tour of the Honument.

Beport Frepsred
|32

Herbers H, Eissling
Park Historlan

Cetober 16, 1957
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(Taken prior to 1896)

Puilding 45 is last large building on the
left facing Yhenandosh Strect helow (atholie Church

{chursh in senter with steepls)

B o S T e e







Te ‘i}amwnt.gg

Harvers Perry Nebtional Honument Eﬁzﬁé&mg Ho. &5 was & part of the
historic m&w in 1859 and for a number of y%arss beforg and should be
’;ﬁﬁf@rﬁd to its ammmnw f‘m thé historic pericd. It wes buili on
Government land by & private individual which was & common waati%ga
a%; Har;zera Ferry éggmre the Civil War. in considering the uss %o which
this 1&@;@ steructure mey be put in the eperation and iﬁterg;:m%atian
ef Harpers ?&:&y Kationsl Monument, there are seversl factors.

‘i‘he las&tian of this structure has & ee'mﬁ.derabla bmﬁr&g on its
suggested use in the MWpreﬁiw programs  Aecess to the szaumezﬁ‘. by
mﬁmbﬂa is possible at preaent. by only two routes. Those entering

’ alang Shenandoah Street from Highway #340 some to this huilding firsd |

when erriving at the main graup of vuildings. Those entering ‘ahmugh
the town of Harpers Ferry will arrive st thie building as directed 4o
the mein parking iat now in use. This parking lot is i:meﬁi&tal&
across the street from Building ¥e. 45. It is therefore the first
vuilding which is viewed by visitors upen leaving thelr cars at the
parking lot or upon entering the Monument. Obber fgawrs,btsiag agaal
this ':auildmg would be the logical cholee for the Reception and Main
Visitor Center. |

The elaments of interest at Harpers Ferry are varled and the story
rather | complex. A general introduction to Harpers Ferry Jational
Honument and .3.1;#. historical components ’mal:i be givm here. Enough
of each story, which will be told in detail elsewhere, will be given
g0 thst the visitor's interest will be aroused to seek the full atz;ry..r

-7~
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By inthiueing theam to the story of the John Brown Baid, arms manufsce
turing, the Civil War, aud the old buildings, and by directing them to

- vranch centers where detailsd Infermation will be made available, the

expense of developing and operating this center will be Justified,

i’hesﬁ branch %‘:-entws or misewns may be daveloped ag the manned or

aslhgdmihg tyce as may be determinsd to be most satisfactory in

the dewlammt of the Nonument.

‘The cost of &evelwing this Visiter u&%wr should be mederste,
Little wm,jar slteration in the structure will ve reguired. i‘he first
f}.os:ar in mmpw@d of one large and one small room. Froviding as it
doss a ?.arge epen arew, efiective miseus argmimtim can be achieved,
The semm floor could bc& satislactorily rwmda}.e& inko ﬁfsiw and
amall awimt.arium use, There would slsc be sufficlent room en the uppsr
i‘lwrs o a'bara maseun displeys in case of z‘}.m or when not in’ uae.
ﬁcmw to the gtmcmr& from the rear on the seeond floor 3.@*:&1 am
be dﬂ?&l@pﬁd to be usqcl in case of floed, ﬁeing en the n@ﬂh side of
ﬁmnémziaah itrest the tmilding would be less maeagtible”‘ho @iesﬁmﬁm‘n
by flooding than certain other structures in the flood woms of the lower
town seetion which might be considersd for this use. The ullding is |
both interesting and btractive to visiters.

From this building visitors can be directed to the points of interest
in en orderly and Wifective pattern from which they will achieve the |
greatest benefit during their stay. It is therefore mmm that
suilding He. 45 be developed as the Reception and Main ¥isitor f:antér

 for Harpers Ferry Habtionsl Honument.
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