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Second Notice: CRF Annual Meeting 

Perryville, Missouri, November 4-6, 2022 

By: Scott House 
 

This i s  a  fol low -up to  last  i ssue ’s announce-
ment.  The 2022 CRF National  Annual  Meet ing 
wi l l  be  at  the  Catalys t  Center ,  508 N.  Main 
Street  in Perryvi l le ,  Per ry County,  Missouri .   

The Board of  Direc tors wi l l  meet  during the 
day Fr iday.  Dr iving tours to  local  karst  and his-
tor ic  s i tes  wi l l  be avai lable to  accompaniers 
who are  not  par t icipat ing in the BoD meeting.  A 
cave tr ip  may be  poss ible as wel l .   Fr iday night  
wi l l  be  social  t ime a t  the downtown Perryvi l le  
eater ies (use  Google Maps to  zero  in on nor th 
Jackson Stree t  jus t  o ff the square) .  

Saturday:  morning public  meet  and gree t  
wi th  displays ,  maps,  and  posters.  The American 
Tractor  Museum (adjacent  to  the meeting roo m) 
wi l l  be  open for  visi ta t ion.  After  a  luncheon 
(avai lab le on si te) ,  there  wi l l  be a  public  CRF 
meet ing wi th  presentat ions on projec ts and op-
erat ions .  That  evening there wi l l  be  a  catered 
banquet  at  the same loca le in  the  $20 range.  

Cave tr ips wi l l  be ava ilable on Sunday.  All  
di fficulty levels wi l l  be accommodated .  

Perryvil le  is  easi ly accessib le  by highway.  I t  
is  90  minutes south of  Lambert  F ie ld/St .  Louis 
Airpor t .  

Accommodat ions are  var ied.  There are a  
number of very good and very reasonable  B&B ’s 
in  the  Perryvi l le  area.  A cluster  o f ho tels in var -
ying pr ice ranges are  at  the I -55 exi t ,  jus t  three 
mi les f rom downtown.  Pr imi t ive camping wi l l  
be ava ilab le at  the Berome Moore Cave pre-
serve,  4  mi les f rom downto wn.  More luxurious 
camping can be had at  a  nearby co mmerc ia l  
campground,  also 3  mi les from do wnto wn.  

For more informat ion contac t  me at  
scott_house@hotmail .com .   

Correction 

In the May issue of the CRF Newslet ter  the 
photo of the salamander  in the culver t  was by 
Derik Holtmann,  not  Scott  House.  

 

On the Cover 

Mark Jones,  Craig Wil l iams,  and Andrew 
Porter  survey a sur face tube  in Lava Beds Na-
t iona l  Monument .  Photo  by Sco tt  House.   
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The third  caver  was on his f ir st  major  caving 
tr ip ;  he was t ired ,  but  he never  quit .  As they 
were about hal f way out  of the cave ,  the team 
that  le f t  had  s tar ted r ipp ing out  b lank pages 
from the ir  survey book and  drawing arrows on 
them to he lp rescuers  find thei r  way.  The  las t  
direc t ion marker  they had needed to  leave  was 
the last  b lank page of paper  they had,  which 
meant they were ab le to  preserve a l l  the  survey 
data they had co llected tha t  day.  They exi ted the  
cave around midnight .   

Meanwhi le,  the team in the cave had  got ten 
star ted  on their  t r ip  out  of the cave.  Moving 
he lped keep them warm,  and meant that  the  res-
cue par ty wouldn ’ t  have  as far  to  go.  The pa-
t ient  took two Advil  and  two Tylenol,  which 
he lped reduce  her  pa in.  After  they passed each 
obstacle,  the pa tient  would  huddle  up wi th  a  
fr iend to  keep  warm. The other  two kep t  going 
ahead,  clear ing away loose rocks  and f iguring 
out  how to pass the next  obstac le .  Reconnais-
sance found an eas ier  way up the  twelve - foot  
cl imb.  Stradd le canyons  were  passed by having 
her  s l ide her  butt  a long one  s ide wi th her  fee t  
on the o ther .  One caver  was  on each side o f her ,  
which kept  her  from s l ipping and he lped her  to  
move along.  This enab led them to make a lot  
more progress than anyone expected.  

Up on the sur face,  the par ty that  had le ft  the  
cave cal led the CRF expedit ion leader .  The  ce ll -
phone  s ignal  from the Crystal  Cave parking lot  
was  very spo tty,  but  they conveyed tha t  an acc i -
dent  had happened  and tha t  they needed a  rescue  
par ty,  food ,  and water .  CRF leaders contacted  
the na tional  park in  accordance wi th protocol  
and  sent  an ini t ia l  response team (IRT) to  the 
cave.  One of  the  or igina l  team members went  
back in the cave  wi th the IRT to  help  them navi -
ga te the f ina l  par t  o f the  cave.  After  le t t ing the  
leaders kno w that  a  second team was needed  
wi th  r igging suppl ies,  which they didn ’ t  kno w 
were no  longer  needed,  the IRT entered  the  
cave.  The o ther  two par ty members stayed in the  
parking lot  to  he lp route  personnel  as  they 
showed up,  and  to  get  some s leep.  

The IRT made very good t ime.  They met up 
wi th  the  pat ient  around  2 AM. The pat ient  and 
her  group had been able to  advance three  hun-
dred fee t  over  the  past  f ive hours.  Everyone ap-
preciated  the  food,  hot  chocola te ,  space b lan-
ke ts,  and o ther  supplies  that  were brought  in.  
The or igina l  member who had brought in the 
IRT no w departed the cave wi th two of  the  three 
cavers who had stayed wi th  the  pat ient ,  includ-
ing the  fr iend who had been keep ing her  warm. 
They brought  out  a l l  the  extra  gear  which was 
no w unneeded.  On their  way out  they were 
passed by the  next  set  o f rescuers co ming into  
the cave,  and exited  around 4 AM.  

During the February 2022 expedi t ion at  
Mammoth Cave National  Park,  an exper ienced 
caver  sl ipped o ff  a  ledge and landed on her  
shoulder ,  d is loca ting i t .  This happened dur ing 
the re turn from a survey tr ip  in Crys tal  Cave.  
Between her  and the exi t  o f the cave were a  se -
r ies o f straddle  canyons,  chimneys ,  and low 
crawls .  The  route  could  be traveled by a  hea lthy 
caver  in under  three hours.  The cavers wi th  her  
conducted  a  small  par ty assis ted  rescue a long 
wi th  help  from add it ional  cavers and park per -
sonnel  brought  in la ter ,  re turning her  to  the sur -
face thir teen hours  la ter .  

The day star ted wi th  two teams enter ing the 
cave a t  10 AM.  They trave led to  the Five  Pas-
sages area  to  survey.  The par t ies included mem-
bers wi th a  wide var ie ty  of caving exper ience 
and  i t  had taken them about  four  hours to  travel  
to  the ir  survey area.  They comple ted the ir  as-
signed object ives and  met back up a t  7  PM.  
They then s tar ted  out  o f  the cave.  

The teams were exi t ing the Water fal l  Trai l  
between the b ig room at  s ta t ion Z70 and Ebb & 
Flo w Fal ls  a t  approximately 8 :20 PM when the 
accident  happened .  The  patient  was travers ing a  
ledge wi th about e ight  feet  o f  exposure when 
her  foot  s l ipped ,  she couldn’ t  mainta in her  gr ip  
on the wal l ,  and she fe l l .  She  landed on her  
back and shoulder .  Afte r  lying for  a  mo ment  and 
assessing where she was  hur t ,  she sa t  up and 
found tha t  her  r ight  arm wasn’ t  moving,  just  
hanging a long her  s ide.  

The two par ty leaders were ahead of her  and 
rushed back.  The o ther  members stayed where 
they were and tr ied  to  avoid  knocking rocks 
down on her .  The par ty leaders conduc ted a  
bas ic  pa tient  assessment .  They found tha t  she 
was  consc ious  and a ler t ,  mild ly warm, and her  
shoulder  was  the  only in jury.  Her  shoulders  ap-
peared to  have symmetry and i t  was  not  c lear  i f  
the shoulder  was  disloca ted or  i f  she had torn  
something.  They go t  a  pad under  her  for  warmth  
and  helped her  move away from the rockfal l  ar -
ea.  They then s tar ted p lanning her  rescue .  

The pr incipa l  concern was a  twelve - foo t  free 
c l imb  a  shor t  d istance  ahead.  They had lengths 
of webb ing but  d idn’ t  th ink they could  get  her  
up i t  wi thout more r igging.  The decision was 
clear :  send out  ha l f  the members to  get  help  
whi le  the others stayed wi th  the  pat ient .  The 
members leaving the cave le f t  their  ext ra  
c lo thes ,  food,  f ir st  a id  supp lies,  and Palmer  
Furnace wi th  those remaining,  and star ted  the ir  
t r ip  out .  

The par ty leaving the  cave had three mem-
bers.  Two of  them were act ive cavers who for tu-
na te ly had been trying to  memorize the route  on 
the way in to  the cave.  They were se lec ted for  
their  abi l i ty to  get  rescuers back to  the pa tient .  

Caver Fall and Rescue in Crystal Cave 

By: Michael Raymond, with contributions from other participants 
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REGIONAL EXPEDITION REPORTS 

The second se t  o f rescuers to  reach her  
brought several  useful  ski l l s .  One  of the new 
rescuers had l imi ted use  of h is  r ight  a rm, the 
same as hers,  due to  a  caving accident  many 
years pr ior .  He inves t igated and modeled for  her  
ho w to  pass each obs tac le .  Another  one o f  the 
rescuers was  a  f l ight  paramedic caver .  She was 
in  to wn for  a  medica l  t r a ining event  and became  
avai lable  to  help .  The patient  exi ted  the cave at  

9:30 AM. There was an ambulance there  wait ing 
for  her ,  which took her  to  Bowling Green for  an 
X - ray and to  get  her  shoulder  f ixed.  She  was 
soon back to  the CRF facil i ty and we ’ re  looking 
forward to  her  get t ing back to  caving.   

We’d  l ike to  thank a l l  the Mammoth Cave 
Nat ional  Park personnel  who assisted wi th  sur -
face watch,  logist ics,  and recrui t ing the  spec ial -
is t s  we needed for  a  successful  rescue.  

Lava Beds Castle Flows Expedition, March 26-April 2, 2022 

By: Scott House, Principal Investigator 

Partic ipants:  Scott  House,  Craig Wil l iams,  
Mark Jones,  Andrew Por ter ,  and John Tins ley  

The purpose of this t r ip  was  to  cont inue re -
search on the South  Castle  F low,  par t icular ly 
the inventory and survey o f South Cast le  caves 
genera l ly south  o f the fi re  road,  excep ting those  
already comple ted.  

March 27,  2022:   
Lacking an approved research permi t ,  we 

were unable  to  enter  any of our  unsurveyed ob-
ject ives in the South Cast le  Flo w. Ins tead,  we  
scouted several  entrances that  we were planning 
on surveying near  the fi re  road.  We then hiked 
over  Hardin Butte  and returned to  a  number  o f  
North Castle  caves  and obtained crude e leva tion 
data  fro m a number  o f b rass caps us ing modest  
handheld  unit s .  We a lso  looked a t  the Sand 
But te  bat t le  s i te .  No underground inventory or  
survey was done .  

March 28,  2022:   
After  meeting wi th NPS (Tinsley and House)  

we  go t  in to  the fie ld  and  mapped Big Money 
Cave,  which i s  what  we had  t ime for .  We re -
turned ear ly so  tha t  House could  help  the NPS 
wi th  clear ing up loca tions and names in their  
data .  This took qui te  a  whi le .   

March 29,  2022:   
We made our  way back to  the same area and  

surveyed Upper  Crust ,  Middle Class,  and “The 
Projects”  -  a cave  we did no t  know exis ted.  Be-
l ieving i t  to  be par t  o f  Middle  Class,  we  inven-
tor ied  and surveyed i t .  Then we  found a  brass  
cap and re ferences to  that  name on o ther  recon 
cards.  The  cave was  renamed to  avoid  the  de-
meaning name connotat ions.  

March 30,  2022:   
Accompanied  by park ecologist  Emma Sut-

phin ,  we  surveyed  Sweet n’  Sour  Cave ,  near  
Ra tty Loft  Cave.  We took t ime  to  instruct  Emma 
in  the  use o f the ins truments and to  demonstra te  
proper  mapping techniques.  

March 31,  2022:   
We set  out  to  survey caves fur ther  east  o f 

the  Ratty Loft  Area.  We were  guided  to  
Blastenhoff  Cave ( we  thought)  by a  NPS GPS 

point  for  i t .  Turns out ,  tha t  was not  the locat ion 
of the cave,  but  there  was a  smal l  tube a t  that  
spot  which we had entered.  S ince  we had en-
tered i t ,  we  went ahead and  surveyed i t .  We did  
not  have a di fferent  loca tion for  Blastenhoff 
wi th  us  so  we headed to  other  caves.  Gator  Bel -
ly and Crocodile  Crawl were relocated,  sur -
veyed,  and inventor ied a l though there  was recon 
confusion over  which was which.  We found 
Midden Madness and completed i t .  Two more 
points in  the  NPS l is t  were found to  be non -
caves.  Br ight  Spot  Cave  was re loca ted and we 
comple ted i t s  survey and inventory.  We relocat -
ed the entrance  of Two Rings Cave but  lacked 
permission to  inventory and  survey i t .  One addi-
t iona l  cave was looked a t  near  the  fire  road,  but  
we a lso lacked permission to  enter  i t .  Also we 
were unsure i t  was  wi thin the Castle  flo w.  

Apri l  1 ,  2022:   
We inventor ied and surveyed Geoduck Cave.  

I t  was  larger  than anticipated –  the recon people  
having missed a side passage and upflo w contin-
ua tion.  We then spent  t ime trying to  find 
“Droodle” and “Dysania”.   We surveyed Dys-
ania and looked fur ther  for  “Droodle.” We 
found what we thought was  a  mis located 
“Droodle” and finished i t ,  despi te  i t s  t iny en-
trance.  Turns out  we had already surveyed  
“Droodle” which was  real ly just  a  continuat ion 
of Geoduck,  not  a  separate  cave.  The new cave  
we termed as Crackerjack Tube,  throwing out  
the “Droodle” name al toge ther .  Whi le  re turning 
to  the  vehicle  we ident i f ied the entrances o f 
Abalone Gro ttos and Lit t le  Arch Caves,  nei ther  
of which we were al lowed to  inventory and sur -
vey.  We found a new cave near  those,  but  lack-
ing permiss ion to  enter ,  we  had  to  leave i t  as 
wel l .  We re turned to  camp wi th t ime on our  
hands,  but  met wi th NPS sta ff again tha t  a f ter -
noon and ear ly evening.  

We inventor ied and surveyed thir teen fea-
tures.  We le f t  three caves not  done,  which we 
thought we would be ab le to  do unti l  we  actua l -
ly received the permi t .  The surveys  we did ,  in-
cluding sur face  survey,  tota led 2900 fee t .  How-
ever ,  this was one of  the  leas t  productive  tr ips  
we have had desp ite  the genera l ly good weather .   
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Clockwise from upper left :  Paul  McMullen at  a  lava cave entrance.  Photo by Ed  Klausner ;  Mark 

Jones  instruc ts  Theresa Schwartz on  cave survey ing.  Pho to  by Pau l McMullen;  Scott  House and  

Mark Jones  confer a t  a  cave en trance .  Photo  by  Craig  Wil l iams;  Ed Klausner and Mark Jones sur-

veying .  Photo by Paul McMullen ;  Theresa Schwartz enjoys a  lava squeeze.  Photo  by Mark Jones;  

Mark Jones  af ter a  long survey of  a  chal leng ing lava tube.  Pho to  by  Cra ig  Wi ll iams.  
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Lava Beds Balcony Flow Spring Expedition, April 16-29, 2022 

By: Dave West 

breakfast  when the  sun came out .  They finished  
up and re turned in t ime for  lunch.  Ed Klausner  
and  El izabeth Miller  arr ived.  We made  plans fo r  
surveying Bi t ty P it  on Friday.  

Paul and Mark Joined Ed to  work on his pro-
ject .  Karen,  El izabeth,  and I  went out  to  Bit ty 
Pit  and surveyed i t .  What an abusive cave.  My 
memory of i t  was chari table to  say the leas t .  
Never the less ,  i t  qua li f ied as a  cave under  the  40  
foo t  standard.  Walls,  f loor ,  and cei l ing were  al l  
breakdown.  The entrance i s  0 .8  feet  wide x 1 .4  
feet  long x  6  fee t  deep.  We r igged  an e tr ier  to  
assis t  in get t ing s tar ted up the squeeze to  ge t  
out .  I t  worked,  but  caver ’s vi tamin I  ( ibuprofen)  
was  needed af ter  the tr ip .  We re trea ted to  the 
Research Center  for  lunch.  After  lunch,  we 
headed out  to  Hopper  Cave to  get  some sur face 
deta i l  between i t  and another  cave.  We then ob-
tained GPS locat ions a t  a  number o f  leads  on 
our  way back to  Bi t ty Pi t ,  where we go t  a  sur -
face prof i le  above the cave.  On top of  this ,  we  
found ye t  another  lead on the way back to  the  
car .  

I t  turns out  that  the cave we surveyed to  
from Hopper  wasn ’ t  the cave we thought,  but  i t  
is  another  lead for  the l i st .  On Saturday,  Mark 
and  Paul joined  me and we re turned  to  the vent  
to  survey the cave and  grotto  wi thin.  En route 
we found more obsid ian,  go t  ano ther  photo,  and  
got  a  GPS loca tion which was provided to  the 
Monument  the  fol lowing  day.  Given tha t  th is  
vent  was above  Genesis,  we dubbed i t  the 
Origin Vent Cave and  Grotto .  The two fea tures 
had  just  over  72 feet  o f survey between them.  
Then we surveyed the surface just  over  410 feet  
down to  Genesis Cave,  hoping to  t ie  to  the b rass  
cap.  Unable to  t ie  to  the  cap as we couldn ’ t  f ind  
i t ,  we t ied i t  to  a  po int  they remembered us ing 
al though i t  was no t  marked  or  labeled.  I  turned 
over  the  book to  Mark.  He and  Paul surveyed a 
lead just  belo w Genesis which became Gol ly 
Gee Cave.  The next  lead  to  the north  had no 
cave to  survey.  Mark and Paul surveyed  the  next  
in  l ine and  tha t  became U -Tube Cave which 
mapped out  to  49 fee t .  We ca lled  i t  a  day and 
returned to  the Research Center .  

On Sunday,  Karen and I  went  down to  the 
Balcony parking lot  for  some sur face  survey.  
We surveyed f ir st  to  a  survey pin apparently put  
in  for  the paving projec t  (PP10 110’)  and  over  
to  a  lead tha t  had been noticed when surveying 
Bit ty P it  ear l ie r .  Then we surveyed a nearby 
trench col lapse tha t  led to  leads re ferred to  as 3  
Bubbles.  Cont inuing down the trench,  which 
was  ge tt ing somewhat  vague,  we stopped a t  a  
lead in ano ther  col lapse f i l led wi th shrubbery 
that  apparent ly escaped the f ire ,  a t  leas t  for  the 
most  par t .  We dubbed i t  the ‘Oasis ’  and added i t  
to  the  lead l i st ,  having lef t  t ie - in stat ions  in 
three locat ions for  the leads .  We took lunch,  

Karen Wil lmes and I  ar r ived Saturday night  
f inding Mark Jones and Paul McMullen already 
at  the Research Center .  Informed we could  go 
out  on Sunday,  we proceeded to  the sur face  sur -
vey in the South  Trench and  surveyed an add i -
t iona l  1513 feet .  Paul  found a  number  o f  obs idi -
an f lakes  and shards.  We got  GPS loca tions and 
pho tos,  which we provided to  the Monument on 
Monday morning.  We also  loca ted a  few more 
cave leads to  add to  the l i s t .  

On Monday morning,  Dave Hays  came to  the 
Research Center  to  provide our  RP numbers  and 
advise which caves  we could access .  We were 
cleared for  a l l  o f the previous ly documented 
caves we  planned to  survey.  We were  informed 
we could  no t  go to  Genesis  Cave,  which had no t  
been reques ted as  we  had already mapped i t .  We 
went  out  to  the sur face survey to  cont inue from 
the previous day,  avoid ing the a rea where the 
obsid ian had been noted  ear l ier .  Cleaned up one 
area where  a  por t ion had gone o ff the page and 
moved  on to  another ,  ge t t ing in two sho ts be-
fore  the  wind made sur face work imposs ible .  
We retrea ted to  the Research Center  to  regroup  
to  head underground.  We went out  to  Hopper  
Cave and rushed  to  get  underground away from 
the wind.   Hopper  Cave proved  to  be a  b i t  over  
56 feet  in length.  I t  i s  a  nice l i t t le  cave wi th a  
few pret t ies.  When we  returned to  the sur face,  
the wind had increased and  we  returned to  the  
Research Center  to  ensure we  wouldn’ t  get  
caught in whatever  sto rm was moving in .  

Yesterday’s  storm lef t  over  an inch of sno w 
on the ground.  I  d idn’ t  want  to  r i sk fa l l ing and 
elec ted to  stay a t  the Research Center .  Being 
more sure - foo ted,  Mark and  Paul went out  to  ge t  
a  sur face  pro fi le  over  Hopper ,  and began a  sur -
vey o f Socki and Srooc (Coors backwards)  
caves.  I  began dra ft ing on Hopper .  Karen ad-
dressed some ongoing i ssues a t  Eas tern Opera-
t ions and her  mother ’s estate .  Paul  and Mark 
f inished Socki,  but  only  go t  sta r ted  on Srooc.  

Wednesday morning the weather  cleared 
somewhat so  we went back to  the south trench 
and  fin ished up the t rench survey before  the 
wind again increased.  Paul  and I  c l imbed up the  
slope beyond Genesis  Cave to  a  vent  that  looks 
to  have some passage  at  the bot tom. Got  a  GPS 
f ix and then we al l  re turned  to  the Research 
Center ,  winded again.  I  s tayed in camp af ter  
lunch to  do repor ts  and more dra f t ing and the 
others went out  to  Srooc  Cave hoping to  f inish 
mapping i t .  But,  i t  was not  to  be.  They found a  
passage not  sho wn on the Recon sheet  whi le  
surveying through breakdown and go t  in to  a  rea l  
tube.  We wi l l  have  to  go  back.  

And go back we did.  We woke up to  a  land-
scape covered in over  an inch o f sno w and i t  
was st i l l  coming down.  Mark and  Paul were  de-
termined to  fin ish Srooc  and went out  a f ter  
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then went back to  Bi t ty P it  and surveyed up to  
and  around a  relat ive ly large co llapse that  con-
ta ined a t  least  one more  undocumented lead.  

Monday,  Karen and I  went  to  the Merr i l  
parking lo t  to  continue knocking o ff leads.  I t  
should  be noted that  a l l  of these “ leads” f i t  in 
one  o f two categor ies :   

1.  Ei ther  nobody or  only one person on the 
sur face survey tr ip  tha t  ident i fied  i t  thought 
they might f i t ,  so  i ts  inves t iga tion was put  o ff 
unt i l  smal ler  people  could  examine the lead.   

2.  The lead,  having been entered and exam-
ined by us and  others,  d id  no t  meet  an old  
standard o f being 40  fee t  or  longer  and had no 
apparent  cultura l  s igni ficance,  and was there -
fore  not  documented.   

Some f i t  in to  both ca tegories.  The current  
standard,  per  Dave Hays ,  i s  whatever  we think 
needs  documenta tion.  We are  there fore  back-
tracking to  some degree.  My own s tandard  i s  
f i f teen feet ,  the  Iowa Cave Standard  used by the 
Iowa Grot to .  Karen and I  cont inued nor th from 
where the Sa turday tr ip  stopped.  Karen i s  among 
the most  pet i te  members  of our  group.  I f  she 
doesn’ t  f i t ,  i t  i sn ’ t  a  lead.  We fir s t  e l iminated a 
lead tha t  was  not  on the Balcony Flo w. We 
elimina ted another  ten  “ leads” as  ei ther  non -
existent  or  too small  before  fina lly locat ing one 
labe led “Pit” .  When f ir s t  entered,  P it  was seen 
to  be about f i f teen feet  long,  so  we elected to  
survey i t .  Although the cave occupies  about  on-
ly twenty square fee t  o f area,  i t  turns out  to  be 
developed  on two leve ls ,  and 77 feet  o f  survey 
was required to  map  i t .  Karen and I  a lso  found 
more obsidian,  go t  a  couple  photos and a  GPS 
loca tion.  On our  way back f rom the pi t  we found 
a  grea ter  concentra t ion a  b i t  c loser  to  the trench 
than the f irs t  group ing.  As we had a lready docu-
mented the locat ion,  we  moved  closer  st i l l  to  
the t rench to  avo id  i t  as  we  re turned  to  the Re-
search Center .  

I  was joined  by Mark Jones on Tuesday and 
we  went  out  to  examine  more o f the leads that  
remained in  the  Balcony Flo w. We fir s t  s topped  
at  one Karen had balked  at  the day before  and 

determined i t  was too small  to  survey.   We then 
went  to  a  spo t  in the trench tha t  had escaped 
being ske tched last  year  and I  f i l led in  the  miss-
ing port ion.  Then,  on to  Prodigious Passage Pi t  
to  recover  my read ing glasses.  We continued  
nor th z ig -zagging do wn f low checking leads,  
determining tha t  Holy Breakdown had no ho les 
that  went more than ten feet  in breakdown,  and 
the nearby grot to  had  been given the name as 
wel l .  We surveyed Great  Disappointment Gro t -
to .  The  next  lead (314)  was  too smal l .  Lead 315  
had  already been p laced  on the map as 3  Amigos  
#2.  Camp Bubble was  too small  to  enter .  We 
mapped Trig Cave and noted that  Deadwood 
Bubble Grot to  had the same coord ina tes,  but  
was  theoret ical ly 57 fee t  lo wer in e leva tion.  The 
cave kep t  the name Trig.  Lead P10 was surveyed  
and  named Very Li t t le  Cave.  Bl iste r  Bubble  
Grot to  was  surveyed and  renamed to  Equidis tant  
Cave to  avoid confusion wi th Bl ister  Cave else-
where in the Monument .  UFO cave was a lso sur -
veyed.  Lead 324 was too  small  to  enter .  Lead 
182 had al ready been surveyed as 15’ Pica Gro t -
to .  We then returned to  the Research Center .   

Karen and I  p icked  up zig -zagging the next  
day as Lead 181 had  already been surveyed as  
Breakdown Slope Grot to .  B - l i s t  Gro tto  was just  
f ive foo t  void in breakdown.  386 and  385 were 
both too smal l  to  enter .  323 is  a  narrow, shal low 
pit  wi th five feet  o f  passage  to  the nor th and 
seven fee t  o f passage to  the south.  F izz ler  Gro t -
to  fizzled in  only four  feet .  I  wi l l  assign the 
Fizzler  name to  the  pi t  and ske tch i t  in on the 
map.  180 i s  a  3’Hx12 ’Wx4 ’D Gro tto  I  wi l l  
ske tch in as wel l .  384 had no cave.  387 was a l -
ready mapped as Natural  Light  Cave.  376  went 
al l  o f  2  feet  into  a  bl i ste r .  382 and 381 go in 
opposi te  d irec t ions in a  small  r i f t .  Nei ther  was 
long enough to  consider  surveying.  377 went 
four  fee t  in to  breakdown.  Karen and I  surveyed 
a two sho t  sur face t ie - in  to  Junior  Cave which 
was  a lready surveyed.  Fern Gro tto  became the 
only lead we surveyed a l l  day.  Spidercicle?  Was 
not  a  cave.  378  was a  small  3’Hx12 ’Wx3 ’D 
gro tto  tha t  wi l l  be ske tched  onto the map.  316 is  

Left :  Ice  crysta ls deep  in  a  lava tube.  Right:  Lava drippings.  Photos by  Mark Jones .   
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loca ted in E lmer ’s Trench and referred to  Ed  
Klausner .  380 is  a  hole in breakdown tha t  
doesn’ t  lead to  cave.  187 is  a  f ive foo t  by 12 
foo t  b l is ter  wi th a  three foo t  d iameter  center  
hole .  Under  the b l i ster  i s  less than a  foo t  high.  
389 is  a l ready surveyed and  i s  in  fac t  Spiderci -
cle  Cave.  038 turns out  to  be the  lo wer  entrance 
to  Mossy Knoll  (AKA the Pr ivy)  which i s  a l -
ready mapped.  We s topped at  this  po int  and re -
turned to  the car  us ing a  reasonably direct  
route .  We had at tempted  this  once in  the  past ,  
and  found the area to  be  almost  impenetrable .  
The travel  was easier  post-burn.  We identi f ied  
f ive new leads dur ing the day,  four  in the Bal -
cony Flow which wi l l  be  added to  the  l is t  for  
our  next  v isi t .  The  fi f th was  found nor th o f the 
Merr i l  parking.  Also found a  smal l  depress ion 
with a  number  o f barrel  hoops and o ther  metal  
debris  a t  10T 620790 4621190 4777’ NAD83.  A 
pho to  wi l l  be provided.  

Thursday morning we again awakened to  a  
winter  wonder land.  I  go t  caught up on reports  

and  data entry.  After  lunch the sno w had mostly  
melted so Karen and I  went to  Merr i l  to  get  the 
renta l  car  gassed for  our  return to  Reno.  We go t  
back and went out  aga in parking at  the Balcony 
lot .  With relat ively l i t t le  t ime,  we elected to  
determine whether  leads  needed survey or  not .  
We examined another  five s i tes  and de termined 
four  o f  them needed survey.   

Friday was  t ime to  pack up and go home.  
John Tins ley,  Ed Klausner ,  El izabeth Mil ler  
were a  tremendous help in  get t ing Research 
Center  ship shape before they le f t  about 9AM. 
Karen and I  needed to  check in to  our  f l ight  a t  
10:55.  We go t  ourse lves  mostly packed up ,  
keeping enough gear  ava ilab le to  ge t  a  cross  
sec tion in Upper  Heppe Bridge before turning 
in  al l  the LABE mater ia l  to  Resource Manage-
ment.  Then off to  Susanvi l le  for  the night  be-
fore flying out  o f Reno Saturday morning.  

Dave Hays was an enormous he lp to  the 
group,  ensuring we had al l  we needed .  Can ’ t  
thank him enough.  

Clockwise from upper left :  Fred Wilk inson pushes a  lava tube lead ;  Paul McMullen in  gnarly a ’a 
crawl;  Cave  mil l ipede skates across ice f loor;  Townsend ’s b ig -eared ba t  in  lava tube.  Photos  by 
Mark Jones.  
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Craters of the Moon National Monument & Preserve, May 2022 
Butte County, Idaho 

By: Mark Jones 

After  a  two year  hia tus ,  CRF re turned to  
Cra ter s o f the Moon Nat ional  Monument and  
Preserve to  cont inue surveying and inventorying 
lava tubes.   Todd Ste fanic ,  the wi ldl i fe  b iolo -
gis t ,  and  Mauro  Hernandez,  the wi ld li fe  b iologi -
cal  technic ian,  had deve loped a  master  l i s t  o f 
important  caves to  be visi ted  throughout  the 
monument for  us  and provided a l l  the necessary  
gear  and equipment fo r  the exped it ion.   A to ta l  
of n ine CRF cavers par t ic ipa ted dur ing the ten 
day event .   Kai ley Aless i ,  Dave Donner ,  Mark 
Jones,  Ed  Klausner ,  Paul  McMullen,  El izabeth 
Mil ler ,  Theresa Schwartz ,  Fred Wilkinson and 
Cra ig Will iams were in the f ie ld  ful f i l l ing a  va-
r ie ty o f ro les .   A tenth member ,  Al len Pa lmer ,  
the seasona l  wi ldl i fe  b io logist ,  a l so  par t ic ipat -
ed.   

To say tha t  the weather  was  a  chal lenge 
would be an unders ta tement -  ra ther  than be ing 
pleasantly cool ,  i t  was unseasonably cold  and 
wet  throughout the expedit ion.   In addi t ion,  ra -
ther  than be ing a  re fuge  from the elements  the  
lava tubes were o f ten  co ld  and damp.   Despi te  
these issues e leven caves were surveyed wi th 
one  being a  new cave,  with only two remaining 
incomplete .    

 
May 1 -  Arco Tunnel  

Two teams began the expedit ion by hiking 
out  to  Arco Tunnel ,  the longest  kno wn lava tube  
in  the  monument,  to  survey this  cave .   Ed led  
one  team to  s tar t  from the entrance  whi le  Mark 
took another  one  past  the crawl.   Ice  covered 
much o f the floor  wi th delicate  ice  for mat ions 
cover ing the ce i l ing and  walls .   Six  hundred feet  
was  recorded by the two  teams.   A cave  mi ll i -
pede was  seen ska ting on the ice  f loor ,  widening 
i t s  range in the monument .   Ind ica tions o f bat  
usage  were a lso  noted.    

 
May 2 -  A’A Edge Cave & Arco Tunnel  

Mark took a team out on an unexpected  
mile long Death March to  survey A’A Edge 
Cave.   Al though the survey garnered over  400  
feet ,  the  team was unab le  to  f inish due  to  the 
deter iora t ing wea ther .   An a l ternate  route  back 
to  the  vehicles  was at tempted but  a las proved no 
eas ier  than the hike out  to  the  cave.    

Ed and team returned to  Arco Tunnel  to  add  
more footage to  the survey,  record ing seven 
hundred  fee t  in  predominantly walking passage.  

 
May 3 –  Archeolog ical  Study & Arco  Tunnel  

Craig,  Kai ley,  Theresa and Dave  visi ted sev-
eral  lava tubes in the cave area for  archeo logi -
cal  assessment.   The resul t s  were compi led for  a  
repor t  to  the monument.  

With Ed  and Elizabeth depart ing,  Mark and  
Paul went back to  Arco Tunnel  for  a  third  day 
of surveying.   A t ight  constr ic t ion prevented the 
duo fro m going to  The New Sect ion,  so  they 
continued a long the eas t  wall  for  seven hundred 
feet  pas t  three  major  intersect ions and into  the 
Grim Crawl  o f Death.   Craig and  Theresa ar -
r ived jus t  in  t ime to  enjoy this hundred foot  
Velcro be lly crawl.   After  this  exper ience the 
group ret ired documenting seven hundred fee t  o f 
cave.     

 
May 4 -  Open Do me Cave & Guano Cave  

After  several  a rduous  days  in  the  fie ld ,  the 
group p lanned  to  survey some nearby caves.   
Whi le  Dave reconnoi tered the area,  Mark led 
Paul ,  Theresa and  Craig to  survey a  pair  o f lava 
tubes.   Theresa was ins t ruc ted in the bas ics o f 
ske tching and shado wed Mark throughout the 
day.   Open Do me Cave c locked in wi th  a  hun-
dred fee t  o f hands -and -knees  crawl ing and plen-
ty o f woodrat  scat .     

Scooting over  to  Guano Cave the team sur -
veyed a fascinat ing two hundred  foot  lava  tube  
wi th  a  var ie ty o f format ions.   The most  im-
portant  fea ture was a  small ,  shal low do me where  
a pile  o f bat  guano underneath indica ted a  sum-
mer maternity colony.    

 
May 5 -  Skelebat  Cave  

Dave,  Paul  and Mark a long wi th Allen,  
hiked out  to  inventory Skeleba t  Cave.   Dave  
continued to  do  so me reconnoiter ing whi le  the 
res t  o f us surveyed.   This cave had  severa l  par -
al lel  tubes o f varying degrees o f di ff iculty wi th 
the added ind igni ty o f a  chil l ing breeze b lowing 
down the passages.   The  f ina l  be lly crawl  over  
rough pahoehoe thankfully f ina lly p inched  
down.   Over  four  hundred feet  was recorded in 
this convoluted lava tube.    

Thanks to  Mark ’s bro ther  Dave ,  a  f i sh feas t  
was  prepared that  evening wi th monument per -
sonnel  in at tendance.    

 
May 6 -  Monument Cave,  Tenderfoot  Cave 
and Hmmm Cave  

The team of Mark,  Dave ,  Paul  and  Theresa 
were joined by Fred and  hiked out  to  the Blue 
Dragon Flo w to  survey some caves .   Once again 
Dave reconnoitered the area for  more leads 
whi le  the res t  o f the team would  survey.   The 
f irs t  was Monument Cave wi th a  s ixty foot  
t rench col lapse separa t ing the lava tube into  an 
eighty foot  nor th a lcove  and a for ty foo t  south 
alcove .   In the nor th cave a strange igloo rock 
fe l l  from the cei l ing creating a haven for  the 
res ident  woodrats.   B ird  and bat  guano were  al -
so found in both caves.  
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A short  hike away was the hundred foo t  Ten-
der foot  Cave wi th  a  f loor  covered in dark sl ime 
mold.  

The las t  survey of  the  day was a  lead that  
Dave had discovered,  a  for ty foot  sur face tube  
that  Theresa and Fred inventor ied.  

 
May 7 -  Low Bridge Tunnel Co mplex and 
Wave Cave  

Back on the Blue Dragon Flo w Mark,  Dave ,  
Paul ,  Theresa,  Fred  and Allen re turned to  map 
more lava tubes a long the Tree Mold Trail .   
Dave and Allen braved high winds  to  reconno i-
ter  fur ther  south as the res t  o f us surveyed  the  
Lo w Bridge Tunnel  Complex.   The or igina l  map 
had  the cave  at  nine ty feet ,  but  we  documented  
three hundred - fi f ty feet  by pushing into  some 
obscure holes.   Thankfully the survey was in 
easy crawls over  smooth pahoehoe f loors.   Two 
piles o f  bat  guano in  the  longest  crawl indicated 
that  this  i s  poss ibly a  summer maternity colony.    

The recon team then led  us to  nearby Wave 
Cave which was a  comfortable  130- foo t  sur face 
tube with  ent rances on e i ther  end.   Unfor tunate -
ly,  the team could  no t  t ie  in a  nearby lava bl i s -
ter  due  to  the inc lement wea ther .     

 
May 8 -  White Roof Cave  

Mark,  Dave ,  Paul ,  Fred and  Allen made a 
th ird  trek out  the Tree Mold Trai l  to  the  Blue 
Dragon Flo w intend ing to  survey severa l  caves 
in  the  area but  were l imi ted to  only one as the 
skies  darkened.   Once aga in Dave and Allen 
were go ing to  scout  out  the area whi le  the res t  
of the team surveyed Whi te  Roof  Cave.   This 
sur face tube had  three ent rances and three crawl  

ways .  rad ia t ing out  from a main room total ing 
two hundred fi f ty feet .   

  
May 9 –  Data Day  

A late  season snowstorm wi th blo wing sno w 
pummeled  the  monument and any opportunity to  
go in the field  on Monday,  so  the  day was spent  
address ing da ta and maps.     

 
May 10 -  Wave Cave Extension & Reconnoi-
tering  

Once the ground  began to  warm up  Mark,  
Dave and Fred went  back to  Wave Cave to  t ie  in  
a  lava br idge and an associa ted crawlway.   
Whi le  less than for ty feet  was surveyed,  the  ad-
dit ional  informat ion wi l l  provide a  bet ter  p ic -
ture o f the area .    

The tr io  then hiked south in the Blue Dragon 
Flo w to  two s igni f icant  clusters o f  caves .   Whi le  
in  the  area they a lso  reconned  a potent ia l  
campsi te  for  the fal l  expedit ion.  

This wrapped up the May 2022 Cave Re-
search Foundation Expedit ion wi th reports com-
pleted before leaving the monument.   A to ta l  o f 
4 ,444 fee t  o f survey was  recorded during the 
expedi t ion and over  two hundred leads docu-
mented.   Deta i led maps wi l l  be  for thcoming.   
Biologica l  observa tions were also recorded  for  
each si te .   In add it ion,  Cra ig,  Kai ley and There-
sa conducted archeological  assessments 
throughout the expedi t ion which wi l l  be provid-
ed in a  comprehensive  report  to  the monument.    

The nine par t ic ipants trave led a to ta l  o f 
18,680 miles and racked  up 382  hours  in the 
f ield  wi th an add it ional  170 hours spent  on man-
agement,  repor ts and car tography.   

Photos fro m Lava Beds:  Left:  Paul McMul len in  Icy lava tube crawl.  Right:  Craig Wi ll iams in  
gnarly  a’a crawl.  Photos by Mark Jones.  
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Work con tinues  at  a  rap id  pace in  the Ozark 
Plateau and beyond,  wi th  CRF exper ti se  be ing 
called  for th  for a  var ie ty  o f  projec ts .  T imes  
were  busy wi th  numerous bat  counts that  had 
wisely  been pos tponed due to  the pandemic.  

OZARK NATIONAL SCENIC RIVERWAYS  
CRF Ozarks works wi th  the Ozark  Nationa l Sce-
nic  R iverways (NPS) under a  cooperat ive  cave 
management agreement.  Tr ips usual ly  orig inate  
from the NPS/USFS shared f ie ld  o f f ice  a t  

Winona . 

Apri l  30,  2022:   
Scott  House and Rick Haley monito red Pok-

er  Cave (no  new bear  ac t ivi ty) ,  and the six 
Boyds Creek Caves.  They then went  on a  search 
for  a  rumored pi t  which was  final ly located and 
checked out  br ie f ly.  I t  r emains to  be mapped.  

May 1,  2022:   
A large group f loa ted a few mi les on the  

Jacks Fork fro m Buck Hollo w to  B lue Spr ing.  
Par t ic ipants  inc luded Dan and Henry Lamping,  
Derik  Holtmann,  Joe Sikorski ,  Bob Lerch,  Rob 
Lawson,  Kayla  Flamm, Georgia  Thomas,  and 
Sco tt  House.  Seven caves were moni tored.  

June 8 -9,  2022:   
Ken Grush and Scott  House spent  two days 

at  Winona working on ref ining cave da ta  for  a l l  
agencies concerned.   

June 10,  2022:   
Mark Jones c leaned the lock and instal led a  

new sign at  Bear  Cave,  Texas County.  

June 12,  2022:   
Mark p lus Dennis Novicky and Tyler  Skaggs 

f loated from Two Rivers  to  Powder  Mil l ,  servic -
ing a  coup le  o f  cave ga te  locks and instal l ing 
three new s igns  on caves wi th  older  s ignage.   

June 13,  2022:   
Mark,  Dennis,  and Kirsten Alvey -Mudd vis-

i ted  f ive  caves on the  Upper  Current ,  rep lac ing 
three s igns ,  servicing four  locks and  doing l ight  
monitor ing.  They looked  for  a  Sa lem crayf ish in 
one  o f the caves ,  but  d id  no t  f ind  any,  possib ly 
owing to  the ep igean crayf ish  tha t  were in the 
cave.  

June 14,  2022:   
Mark and  Kirs ten took Rebecca Landewe 

and  Madi Kei th from LAD Foundat ion on a  floa t  
monitor ing tr ip .  They instal led  one  replacement  
sign and monitored  a  to tal  o f f ive caves.  Some 
of those caves are  LAD land and one more i s  an  
MDC cave.  One o f  the  caves  moni tored had an 
impressive  53 western s l imy salamanders ,  a  rec -
ord  for  the  s ta te  which las ted a l l  o f three more 
days.  Fur ther  ups tream,  Dennis led  Craig Wil -
l iams and Tyler  Skaggs on the r iver  to  several  
caves which needed  a  cultura l  evaluation.  

June 15,  2022:   
The same crew floated from Round  Spr ing to  

the Mouth of Grassy,  replac ing one cave s ign 
along the way while  moni tor ing that  cave 
(Cour thouse)  plus another  lo w, wet cave .  

June 17,  2022:   
Mark and  Kirs ten worked on caves near  Van 

Buren,  moni tor ing s ix whi le  also ins ta l l ing re -
placement  s igns on two of them and servicing 
three locks.  One smal l  cave known for  i t s  popu-
lat ion of sl imy sa lamanders had a new record 69  
of the l i t t le  fel las in res idence .  

 
BUFFALO NATIONAL RIVER  
Provided by Kayla Sapkota.  
CRF work at  Buf falo  National  River (NPS) i s  
faci l i ta ted through a coopera tive cave 
management,  survey,  and bat  monitor ing 
agreement.  

March 26,  2022:   
Emily Roberts and Car te r  Roberts joined  

an  NPS geology tour .   Dur ing the tour ,  they saw 
and  counted a few eastern tr icolor  bats in Aban-
doned  Dreams Mine.  

Apri l  1 ,  2022:   
Matt  Beeson,  Jess ica  Walden,  and Courtney 

Werner  mapped Cane Hollow Shel ter  and locat -
ed/assessed Junkyard Cave for  survey the next  
day.   They also loca ted a new fea ture,  Cane 
Hol low Spring Cave.  

Apri l  2 ,  2022:   
Matt  Beeson,  Emily Roberts,  Ryan Spotts ,  

Tyler  Karnes ,  Rose Leeson,  and  André Leeson 
mapped in  Junkyard Cave,  tackl ing very muddy 
passage and more passage than expected to  a r -
r ive a t  409.7 f t  on this f irs t  survey.   Kayla  Sap-
kota,  Jessie  Bridges ,  and Josh Glazebrook 
mapped a combined 404.3 f t  in  severa l  fea-
tures  in  the Nor th Maumee area,  inc lud-
ing  Prospector  Cave,  Prospec tor  Shelte r ,  Grand 
View Cave,  Grand Hideaway Cave,  Sanders  
Cave,  Sanders Crawl ,  and a lead near  Sanders 
Crawl .   Four  o f these were new to  the  data-
base .   Dil lon Fre iburger ,  Cla ty Barne tt ,  Rhet t  
Finley,  and Aaron Thompson re turned to  Dog 
Man Sink #2,  a  co mplex and punishing fea ture 
in  the  Duck 's  Head area.   Another  t r ip  wi l l  be 
due .   Mark Brooks,  Ben Damgaard,  Maya Ro-
bles,  Destany Lyt le ,  and  Ben Lyt le  mapped a 
combined 371 .71 ft  in Hanging Tree Ridge 
Cave,  Push -Through Cave,  and Wiggle  
Cave.   Wiggle  Cave wi l l  require  another  tr ip  to  
f inish i t .   Treavor  Bussard,  Erik Stinnett ,  and 
Daniel  Smith monito red and  took new GPS 
points on Lucky Dutchman Mine,  White  Mud 
Cave,  Lit t le  Big Hole,  Boy Scouts  Shel ter ,  Tur -
t le  Crack,  and Cedar  Creek Cave .   Another  tr ip  
wil l  be  needed to  confirm some older  locat ions,  

Ozark Operations Activities, February-June 2022 

By: Scott House, with reports by Kayla Sapkota 
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as there  are  severa l  mines there  a lso ,  and map 
the features . 

Apri l  30,  2022:   
Claty Barne tt ,  Aaron Thompson,  and Dil lon 

Fre iburger  mapped a  combined 198.4  ft  in Lit t le  
Big  Hole,  Lucky Dutchman Mine,  and a  new 
feature ,  continuing the work o f Treavor 's  team 
from ear l ier  in the month.   Another  tr ip  to  the 
area is  needed to  cont inue mapping.   Jessie  
Bridges,  Emily Roberts ,  and Tyler  Karnes 
mapped beyond  the constr ic t ion in Buffalo  Point  
Cave,  ga ining another  104.15 f t  o f survey. 

May 7,  2022:   
Ben Damgaard and Gene  Damgaard back-

packed south  o f the Hathaway Mountain area o f  
the Lo wer Buffalo  Dis tr ic t ,  searching for  (and 
not  find ing)  Fir s t  Cave,  but  locat ing and moni-
tor ing Greenbriar  Bore Cave,  Sunl ight  Shelter ,  
Broken Stalac t i te ,  and two  mines .   They mapped 
Green Br iar  Bore Cave. 

May 8,  2022:   
Ben Damgaard and Gene  Damgaard contin-

ued  the ir  backpacking tr ip ,  locat ing and  moni-
tor ing Horse Camp Shel ter ,  Long She lte r ,  and 
Flakey Shel ter .   They mapped Flakey Shel ter .  

May 21,  2022:   
After  encounter ing a secondary lock (wi th a  

different  key)  on the Fit ton Cave Beauty En-
trance ga te,  the crew pivoted i t s  plans .   Kayla 
Sapkota,  Emily Rober ts,  Ben Damgaard ,  Cla ty 
Barnet t ,  Aaron Thompson,  Matt  Beeson,  Bran-
don Griemel,  and Cour tney Werner  entered Fi t -
ton Cave via the Bat  Ent rance,  making for  a  
much wetter  t r ip .   Kayla ,  Emily,  and  Ben t rav-
eled to  T  Junction and then to  the Beauty En-
trance to  work on some cross sect ions,  as wel l  
as worked wi th Aaron and Claty on tying some 
sed iment sample stat ions a t  T  Junction and the 
Miss i le  Si lo  to  the survey l ine .   Mat t ,  Brandon,  
and  Courtney traveled to  Grand Centra l  
to  cont inue some stream leve l  survey 
there.   With addit ional  rain having fa l len,  the 
t r ip  out  was  more spor t ing than the tr ip  in had  
been.   Mark Brooks,  I ssac Smith,  Chad McCain,  
Treavor  Bussard,  and Jessie  Bridges d iver ted to  
Fluted Maze Cave and mapped 772.6 f t  
there.   One more tr ip  wi l l  l ike ly f inish up the 
survey there.  

June 4,  2022:   
Having gained access to  the Beauty En-

trance,  Kayla Sapkota,  Tyler  Rider ,  and Laura 
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Baumann worked on some north-s ide leads in 
the Tennouri  Room,  searched for  a  missing sur -
vey cha in on the eas tern  end o f the Tennouri  
Room, and continued mapping in Helic t i te  Pas-
sage .   Jessie  Bridges and Ben Damgaard  teamed 
up to  map some north -side leads  in the Al tar  
Rock Roo m.   Di l lon Fre iburger ,  Chris Enders,  
and  John Davis mapped some south-side  leads  in  
the Altar  Rock Roo m.   Mat t  Beeson,  Max White,  
and  Nathan Bur ton mapped some leads on the 
south s ide o f the Roundhouse Room,  as wel l  as 
in  Lost  Passage. 

June 16,  2022:   
Matt  Beeson and Courtney Werner  f inished 

mapping Junkyard  Cave.   They a lso moni tored  
Crack in the Ear th Cave . 

June 22,  2022:   
Mark Jones and  Dennis Novicky traveled to  

a  cave  to  assess i t  fo r  a  potent ia l  ba t- fr iendly 
ga te .  

June 30,  2022:   
Matt  Beeson and Amanda Beeson began the 

remapping project  o f  In-D -Pendants  Cave in the 
Maumee area.   They mapped 527 ft  o f  the loop-
ing ent rance area.  

 
ARKANSAS NATURAL HISTORY COMM. 
Provided by Kayla  Sapkota .  

May 7,  2022:   
Rhett  F inley and Treavor  Bussard mapped a 

combined 117 .4 ft  in Fox Hole and Rock Ant 
Shelter  a t  the  Devil 's  Eyebrow Natural  Ar -
ea.   The big exc itement  of the day included  
f inding a  fox in  the  fir s t  feature . 

May 28,  2022:   
Jessica Walden,  Keegan Wagner ,  and  Josh 

Jones mapped Bar  Cave and  Vulture  Cave at  
Sl ippery Hol low Natura l  Area .   This  was Keegan 
and  Josh 's  f ir st  cave  tr ip ,  and they did  well . 

Arkansas State  Parks  
May 20,  2022:   

Kayla Sapkota,  Claty Barne tt ,  and Aaron 
Thompson met Cody Taylor  from Tribrach Solu-
t ions and his  assistant  to  evaluate  War Eagle  
Spring Cave for  LiDAR scanning,  as  contrac ted 
through the Arkansas Highway Depar tment.   Un-
for tunately,  the  water  leve l  in  the  cave was  too 
high to  travel  more than 30 f t  in,  so  ano ther  tr ip  
wi l l  have to  be scheduled. 

June 20,  2022:   
Mark Jones and  Dennis Novicky met  wi th 

Pedro Ardapp le-Kindberg a t  Devi l ’s Den State  
Park to  assess a  crevice for  a  cave ga te . 

Private 
March 26,  2022:   

Meghan Gallo ,  Derek Thompson,  and Shawn 
Will iams visi ted  Onyx Cave (Carro ll  County,  
AR),  and mapped 175 .7  f t  beyond the squeeze at  
the end o f  the tour ist  t ra i l .  

 

MARK TWAIN NATIONAL FOREST  
CRF work on Mark Twain National Forest  (U.S.  
Forest  Serv ice)  i s  per formed through a coopera-
t ive agreement covering  inven tory,  survey,  mon-
i toring,  and gat ing.  The Mark Twain covers 1 .5  
mil l ion  acres,  and the bulk of  i t  con tains caves.  
Much recent  work has been focused on three 
fores t  dis t ric ts:  Ava ,  Cassvi l le ,  and Eleven 
Point .  Most  t rips are based a t  the Winona Rang-
er S tat ion.  

February 26,  2022:   
Marissa Schor r  and Jeff  Crews moni tored  

Apple  Dumpling Cave,  Phelps County MO on 
the Rol la /Houston Dis tr ict .  Some cul tura l  ar t i -
facts were  noted  and photographed.  

March 10,  2022:  
Mick Sutton and Sue Hagan went to  Cave 

Hol low Cave,  I ron County,  Potosi  Dis tr ict  for  a  
winter  ba t  count.  They accompanied Jordan 
Meyer  and Kyle Jansky of MDC plus Nate  Pat -
ter son and another  person fro m USFS.  Bat  num-
bers were not  grea t  and the ga te has  some issues  
wi th  functionali ty.  

Apri l  16,  2022:   
Craig Will iams,  Stefanie Voss,  and Paul 

Konrad d id a  cul tural  assessment as they moni-
tored Hanley Cave ,  Phelps County,  Rol la/
Houston Distr ic t .  Previously no ted loot ing was 
noted again and duly reported.  

May 10,  2022:   
Mick Sutton and Sue Hagan mapped a new, 

very shor t  cave on the Salem Dis tr ict  in Reyn-
olds County MO. The cave had been found and  
reported by FS personnel .  

June 1,  2022:   
Seth Colston plus J im and Jul ie  Cooley mon-

i tored  two entrances  in the Eleven Point  Distr ic t  
in  preparat ion for  an upcoming b iology suppor t  
t r ip .  

June 3,  2022:   
J im Cooley ass isted  researcher  Beth Har t  in 

collect ing samples from Turner  Spring Cave,  
Eleven Point  Dis tr ict ,  Oregon County.  They 
tr ied  to  get  to  ano ther  cave but  the 2017  mega-
f lood has obscured the ent rance area wi th  an 
immense log jam.  

June 5,  2022:   
J im and Jul ie  Cooley found and mapped a 

new cave near  the Eleven Point  River ,  Oregon 
County.  

June 6 -7,  2022:   
J im aided MDC and USFS personnel  in do-

ing evening surveys  o f bat  exit s  at  Bat  Cave,  
Oregon County,  E leven Point  Distr ict .  

June 11,  2022:   
Mark Jones,  Dennis Novicky,  and  Tyler  

Skaggs monitored several  caves on the Upper  
Eleven Point  River  via  canoe and kayak.  They 
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monitored nine caves  and surveyed three ( two  
of which were new smal l  caves) .  

June 18,  2022:   
Mark,  Tyler ,  Kirsten Alvey -Mudd,  and Kei th 

Thompson f loa ted a  middle  chunk o f  the Eleven 
Point  River  moni tor ing three caves,  one o f  
which they surveyed.  

 
PERRY COUNTY KARST  
CRF fac il i ta tes survey work in  severa l  areas o f  
the coun ty ,  inc luding the City  o f  Perryv il le ,  
Crev ice  Cave,  and the Moore Cave Sys tem.  

February 19,  2022:   
Chad McCain,  E lizabeth Suther land,  Cole 

Koste lac,  Garret t  Be ll ,  and I saac Smith sur -
veyed 400+ fee t  in Crevice Cave,  u t i l iz ing the 
Echo Pit  entrance  for  the fir st  t ime in several  
years.  Chad i s  working the access ibi l i ty i ssue 
wi th  the  lando wners.  

 
U.S.  FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE  
CRF work for FWS is  facil i ta ted through a  
funded coopera tive  agreement.  The work focus-
es on endangered species habi ta t  iden ti f icat ion 
and res tora tion.  

March 17 -19,  2022:   
J im and Jul ie  Cooley spent  several  days  on 

prep work fo r  the upcoming gat ing o f Toby 
Cave,  Camden County MO. Their  work l i s t  in-
cluded the rece iving o f the s tee l  and  por ta  pot -
t ies,  p lus arrangement o f the necessary camp 
and  provid ing comfor t  for  the incoming hordes 
of helpers.  The cave i s  a  major  materni ty co lo -
ny for  gray ba ts  and a  minor  hibernaculum for  a  
var ie ty o f ba ts .  The ga te  would have to  be con-
structed  in la te  winter  befo re  the ba ts  re turn.  

March 26 -31,  2022:   
J im Cooley and Seth Cols ton spent  a  few 

days moving gear  and  equipment  from the 
Winona Ranger  Sta t ion to  the cave gat ing si te  
near ly 200  mi les away.  Reinforcements in the 
persons o f Jeff  Bowman,  Joe Will iams,  Mat thew 
Hernandez,  and Kirsten Alvey -Mudd showed up 
for  the last  day of prep.  

Apri l  1 -3,  2022:   
All  o f the above folks p lus more began con-

struct ion on the ga te.  By the next  day (a  Sa tur -
day)  near ly twenty people were working on the 
ga te.  This continued through Sunday when the 
weekend warr ior  vo lunteers had to  star t  heading 

home .  

Apri l  4 -5,  2022:  
Reinforcements arr ived both in the form of 

insp ired caver  volunteers and severa l  employees  
of the Missouri  Department o f Conservat ion.  
Work progressed quickly and al l  concerned 
pitched in on whatever  task they were best  suit -
ed to .  By the end of the second  day of this 
phase ,  the ga te was essent ia l ly completed.  

Apri l  6 -8,  2022:   
J im and Jul ie  returned the gear  to  Winona 

and  put  i t  away,  then re turned  to  the si te  for  
f inal  cleanup.  Return tr ips are planned for  the 
summer  to  ensure that  the bats are happy wi th 
their  new arrangements .  

June 9,  2022:   
Mark Jones spent  the day a t  the Winona 

ranger  stat ion c leaning the gat ing equipment,  
inventorying gear  and performing o ther  neces-
sary tasks for  repacking al l  the gear  and equip-
ment.  

Gene Damgaard in  Horse Camp Shelter.  Photo by Ben Damgaard.  
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ing surveyed 900  fee t  in  the cave,  which i s  no w 
over  3100 feet  in length.  The b ig find of  the 
weekend was a  large room named the “Ursa -
tor ium”  af ter  i t s  profus ion of bear  claw marks.  

June 14,  2022:   
See  above for  tr ip  on the Current  River .  
 

ELSEWHERE  
This includes t rips done  on US Army Corps of  
Engineers lands  and pr ivate lands.  Some of  th is  
work is  funded  and some is  not .  Some o f  the 
protect ion e f for ts  may  be funded by CRF, MO 
Dept .  o f  Transportat ion and other sources.  

March 27,  2022:   
Cooley and Seth Cols ton f inished  the survey 

of Slough Bot tom Cave  on Corps o f Engineers 
land in  Ozark County,  MO. They a lso worked on 
an int rus ion de tec tor  trying to  make sure  i t  does 
i t s  job whi le  also no t  drawing at tention to  i t se l f .  

June 2,  2022:   
J im Cooley ass isted  Beth Har t  in col lec t ing 

biologica l  samples from priva tely owned  caves 
in  Carter  and  Ripley Count ies.  

MISSOURI DEPT. OF CONSERVATION  
CRF and MSS work under unfunded permi ts  to  
collect  survey da ta  on MDC lands.  Anci l lary 
support  comes f rom CRF and coopera ting feder-
al  agenc ies.  

March 10,  2022:   
Mick Sutton and Sue Hagan,  along wi th Jor -

dan Meyer  and Kyle Jansky o f MDC p lus Nate  
Patter son and ano ther  person from USFS, went 
to  a  pr iva tely-owned cave in Ste.  Genevieve 
County.  Indiana ba t  numbers were qui te  good.  
Although not  gated ,  access to  the cave requires 
a  severa l  mi le  walk which cuts  do wn on “ look -
enpeepers”  i s  frequent ly  beneficial  for  bats.  

 
L -A -D FOUNDATION  
CRF works  with  L-A -D Foundation and  the ir 
whol ly -owned arm, Pioneer  Forest ,  to  help man-
age caves on  the ir  lands .  

May 21,  2022:   
Mick Sutton and Sue Hagan were joined by 

LAD ’s ecologist  Rebecca Landewe to  do b io 
survey in Sa lamander  Cave.  Meanwhi le ,  Tony 
Schmit t ,  Ben Miller ,  Bob Lerch,  and Dan Lamp-

Left :  Kayla  Sapkota ,  Claty Barnett ,  Aaron Thompson,  Jessie  Bridges ,  Ben Damgaard,  Treavor  
Bussard,  and Emily  Rober ts  get  ready to  h ike to  the cave -  sel f ie .  Right:  Bob Lerch,  Henry Lamping,  

and Joe Sikorski  share a  laugh during f ie ld  work .  Photo  by Dan Lamping.  
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Partic ipants:  Holly McClintock,  Brad  Graf ,  
Kel ly McDermot t ,  Joe T immerman  
Object ive:  Cont inue survey of the OT survey  

Old Mill  Crawl  Lead –  I t  just  Doesn ’ t  Get  Any 
Better Than This  

Summary:  We advanced  the OT -survey an add i -
t iona l  155’ unti l  the pooled water  became too 
deep in the low passage to  cont inue our  survey 
productively.  Upstream low crawl ing passage 
does cont inue and  remains a  lead.  Reco mmend 
drought cond it ion tr ips.  A t ight  canyon lead on 
the eas t  wal l  a t  OT46 is  a  wor thy lead.  Persua-
sion needed .  The t ight  canyon lead on the west  
wal l  a t  OT46 appears to  jus t  connect  back to  the 
OT at  OT42.  Too t ight  to  confirm.   

In:  11:30,  Out:  03:30 (16hrs)   

For weeks lead ing up to  this t r ip  no rain oc-
cur red,  leaving most  o f Kentucky in  drought 
cond it ions and a  per fect  opportuni ty to  work 
th is  objec tive .  Two days  before  our  scheduled 
tr ip  a  heavy thunders torm passed through Ed-
monson and  other  surrounding count ies,  crea ting 
f lash flood ing in the area,  but  the ground  soaked  
i t  up quickly.  I  s t i l l  fe l t  we  were good  to  go for  
th is  objec tive .   

We lef t  Lone Star  Preserve  around 0800 and 
had  breakfas t  a t  Love’s  in  Horse  Cave.  Weather  
report  was showing 32% chance  o f sca ttered 
thunderstorms throughout  the  day and  by the 
t ime  we  were leaving fo r  the cave entrance the 
forecast  had gone  up to  52% chance.  We d is-
cussed the low ledge a t  OT39 and i f  a  heavy 
f lash flood  rain  happened whi le  we were  under  
that  ledge i t  would no t  be good.  I  r eal ly wanted 
us to  go for  this  objec tive and convinced  my 
team the ground was  very dry,  and we would be 
able  to  see  s igns in B lack River  a long the way i f  
i t  were  s torming above .  We al l  knew we would 
only rea l ly be in danger  i f  a  major  f lash f lood 
happened once we entered the OT; o f course 

most  o f our  t ime during this t r ip  would be spent  
in  the  OT.  

We took a  l i t t le  more t ime than usual  get t ing 
ready.  Making sure our  greenhorn team member,  
Joe Timmerman,  a  journali s t  wr i t ing a s tory 
about cave exp lora t ion,  was  proper ly geared and  
packed.  We a l lo wed him to  go wi th us ,  ins is t ing 
he ass ist s  in the survey to  help  him understand  
better .   He was taking p ictures and  asking ques-
t ions as we al l  geared up and made  our  way to  
the compass  course and on into the Daleo En-
t rance of Roppel  Cave .  

We crawled our  way to  and  through Nag 
Junction,  d ropped do wn into South Kangaroo 
Trail  and onto Olympia Junction,  p icking up 
Kangaroo Tra il  Proper ,  and  cl imbing down into 
Kangaroo Canyon,  then canyoning s ix -hundred -
feet  or  so  to  Pi rate ’s Pot ,  then d id a  thi r ty - foo t  
cl imb down the new ladder ,  then finagled  our  
way over  to  Poker  Chip Ave,  where  we picked 
up Black River  fo r  about for ty - f ive minutes o f 
most ly walking,  some crawl ing and rock trav-
ers ing before reaching a  large  junc tion room, 
Grand Junction.  

A quick water  break at  GJ before taking a 
r ight  into Upper  Elysian Way and continuing 
twenty -minutes o f  mostly easy walking,  wi th  a  
l i t t le  sl ip  and s l id ing and an occasional  spelunk 
into  the water  or  into  the mud,  t i l l  r eaching a 
slo t  canyon entrance on the le ft  wall  to  Trans-
gressions Tra il .  At  this j unc tion we drained wa-
ter  from our  boots and lef t  a  couple waters  for  
the t r ip  back out ,  then entered the canyon.   

We contor ted our  way through the OA -
survey of  Transgressions Trai l  for  seventy -six  
stat ions,  then did a  c l imbdown through a hole in  
the f loor  a t  OA76,  dropping down f i f teen - feet  
through a canyon,  then cont inued canyoning for -
ward ano ther  twenty - fee t  before  dropping do wn 
f ive - feet  into  a  small  dome room wi th a  f lowing 
stream and a sandy bank wi th enough roo m for  
all  o f  us to  s i t  and enjoy the last  few minutes o f 
us not  being s l imy,  muddy,  nas ty,  and wet.  Both 
of Joe ’s cameras may have already been broke  
by this po int ,  i f  no t ,  they were  out  o f  commis-
sion ear ly a f ter  enter ing the OT -survey.  

After  a  shor t  break we entered the s tream 
passage of the OS by go ing under  the ledge  of 
the canyon we had just  c l imbed  down and out  
of,  crawl ing floor  level  and  back tracking f ive 
feet  or  so  before  turning r ight  and enter ing the 
stream passage.  A couple o f old  s tat ions can be 
found here,  hard to  read  but  they can be loca ted 
on the wal l .  We then enjoyed  lo w crawl ing on 
elbows and knees head ing up s tream t i l l  we  
came to  a  l i t t le  obvious cl imb up that  looks 
more appeal ing than the  deep low crawl  ahead,  
the c l imb up leads to  a  l i t t le  by -pass  room with 

Preceding  page,  c lockwise fro m upper left :  
Looking out  o f  an unmapped shel ter cave on the  

Jacks Fork.  Photo  by Scott  House;  Amanda 

Beeson in  In  D Pendants  Cave.  Pho to  by Matt  

Beeson ;  Joe S ikorski  in  Island  Branch Cave.  

Photo  by Dan Lamping;  Jim Cooley at  f in ished 

Toby Cave gate .  Pho to  by Jul ie  Cooley;  Georgia  

Thomas re turns f rom a  s tream crawl in  T iny 

Cave.  Pho to  by Derik  Holtmann;  Matt  Beeson 

ske tches a t  In  D Pendants Cave.  Photo  by 

Amanda Beeson .  

Mammoth Cave: CKKC Report on Roppel Cave, BWOB South, July 4, 2022 
Nexus Area, Off Transgressions Trail 

By: Holly McClintock, Trip Leader 
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mult iple  places wi th Macrocera  Nobil is /
Webworm and noted i t  in our  survey book.  Mov-
ing forward we ga ined a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  ce i l ing 
he ight  here due to  a  channel  in  the  ce i l ing 
which al lows hands  and knees  crawl ing again 
for  eighty -six - feet ,  but  i ts  shor t ly l ived as the 
cei l ing channel  goes away and the passage  be-
comes lo wer and lo wer leading to  a  t ight ,  wet  
squeeze undernea th the cei l ing ledge  at  OT44 
jus t  before popping out  into  the l i t t le  room Matt  
Mezydlo had scooped to  dur ing his “everyone 
mut inied crawl  o f Oct 2019”.   

This room is  twenty - four - feet  long by thir -
teen - feet -high by seven - feet -wide.  A cross -over  
canyon intersects bo th s ides o f the room at  
OT45 area.  The canyon lead on the eas t  wal l  is  
six - foo t -high by nine - inches -wide,  i t  appears to  
be the bet ter  lead of the two canyons and was 
named Independence Canyon due to  the date  o f 
our  survey.  We were ab le to  make i t  back f i f -
teen fee t  before i t  became obvious real  persua-
sion would  be needed.  Jagged,  sharp project ions  
crea ting too t ight  o f space to  cont inue forward .  
Unfortunate ly,  no air  no ticed coming out  o f this  
canyon.  Air  was moving up ward into  the can-
yon,  but  no t  s igni f icant  air  f low.   

The canyon lead on the west  wall  i s  t ighter  
and  harder  to  enter .  Our  survey s ta t ion i s  at  the  
entrance to  the canyon.  Kel ly could not  get  in to  
i t  far  enough to  do a  sho t  wor th doing.  I t  ap-
pears to  connect  wi th  the lead a t  OT42,  not  con-
f irmed though.  The OT s tream passage cont in-
ues south.  A ce il ing ledge dropped the he ight  o f  
the stream passage to  approximately one -and -a -
hal f - foo t -high,  however  i t  had  about  a  foo t  o f 
water  pooled leaving around f ive - inches o f  air  
space.  Looking forward i t  continued another  
f i fteen feet  and appeared cei l ing was get t ing 
lower ,  or  water  was  deepening.  

Real izing our  survey could  not  product ive ly 
survey forward  we spent  the res t  o f our  t ime in 
this room uti l iz ing our  t ime wise ly.  I  focused 
on cleaning up my book,  Brad ate ,  Kel ly pro-
voked  a ba tt le  between two very large sur face 
crayfish by giving them a couple o f p ieces o f  
r ice,  Joe was  us ing my ext ra penci l  for  his  
notes,  having now broke  two good  cameras and  
his pencil .  During this  peaceful  t ime i s  when we 
experienced our  big scare.   

Brad was s i t t ing on my lef t  side,  Kel ly on 
my r ight ,  Joe standing just  to  the r ight  o f  Kelly.  
A loud no ise o f what in  my mind could only be 
rushing water  was no ticed by me.  I  had a ful l  
hear t  a t tack and thought  “we ’ re  dead,  we can ’ t  
beat  this!”   

A second la ter  I  rea l ized  Kelly had  l i t  her  
l i t t le  stove and I  was hear ing the fue l  burning.  
As I  was beginning to  breathe  aga in,  Brad  
shouts out  “Everyone s i lent !”  

I  knew he was  having the same hear t  a t tack I  
had  just  had two seconds previous.  I  smacked 
Brad ’s arm and  cr ied out  “No Brad,  We ’re  Not  
Dead!!  I t ’s Kel ly’s  Fuel .” Brad,  rea l iz ing I  was 
correc t ,  calmed down and breathed a l i t t le  easi -
er  also.   

walking size  passage for  a  l i t t le  over  twenty 
feet  to  a  keyhole in  the  f loor  a l lo wing you to  
sl ide back do wn into  the  st ream at  the OS,  OT 
junct ion.  Two b lind cave fi sh in  the  s tream a t  
OT1 greeted  us  and we care ful ly avo ided them 
as we transi t ioned back in to  slopp ing through 
mud and water ,  aka crawl ing ups tream.  

OS -survey cont inues st raight  ahead  or  for -
ward and  downstream.  The OT-survey takes a  
hard  r ight  and cont inues  upst ream.  No s ta t ions 
not iced dur ing th is  t r ip  t i l l  roughly OT28.  Eve-
ryone  expressed ho w much they loved me as we 
enjoyed hands  and knees  crawl ing through water  
and  mud,  lo wer ing from time  to  t ime  to  e lbo ws 
and  knees c rawl ing in six inches o f  water  a long 
the way.  A mud slope meander ing a long wi th 
the stream al lowed  for  a t tempting to  maneuver  
in  ways to  keep yourse l f  dryer  and pack c leaner ,  
attempt being the key word.   

Having been to  this miserable area before,  I  
learned a  lo t  about ho w to  dea l  wi th  the  condi-
t ions and fel t  good about our  chances o f making 
i t  fur ther  and suffer ing less whi le  there .  Our  
team was well  informed ,  excep t  for  Kel ly,  who 
missed the  “br ing a neoprene shir t  par t ” yet  
caught the “peach r ings chewy candy is  
packed.”  She never  complained about i t  though 
and  used a  garbage  bag under  her  c lo thing to  
subst i tute  as a  neoprene shir t ,  which apparent ly 
works  well .  

Morale was  high and laughter  was happening 
as we at tempted to  d ig our  way by hand in to  a  
side lead about f i fty fee t  before  our  targe ted 
objective  area.  I  moved on for ward to  OT39 to  
prep for  beginning survey,  leaving the o thers to  
a t tempt to  break through the lead.  Joe squeezed 
through a  seven- inch squeeze into  a  l i t t le  room 
large enough to  a lmost  s tand in ,  the room had a  
small  canyon slop ing down off i t  which con-
nected  back into  the  OT approximate ly e ight  
feet  ahead .   

As the team caught up to  me,  we quickly 
began survey,  g iving Joe a  crash course in sur -
vey.  Kelly took po int ,  Brad used BRIC James,  
Joe held  the back sight  target  card ,  I  d id  book.  I  
personally was fee l ing good and amazed at  ho w 
good o f condi t ion we were at  th is  spo t  compared  
to  the  misery o f th is  exact  spot  my team had 
experienced in Oct  2019  (FSB1603) .   

At OT39,  the s tream passage  i s  sixteen - fee t -
wide  by one -and -hal f - foot-high,  a  cei l ing ledge  
lowers the height  to  less  than one - foot  as  you 
inevi tab ly must  l ie  in  water  to  sl i ther  for ward.  
Two shots to ta l ing th ir ty-eight - fee t  c leared the 
long army s tyle  puddle  crawl .  The mud slope 
meander ing a long wi th  us appeared aga in,  giv-
ing us  a  way to  a t tempt to  lean out  o f the stream 
once aga in as we inched  for ward.  At OT41,  
there  i s  a  t ight  muddy crawl  lead,  lo w on the 
eas t  wal l ,  an in - feeder  to  the st ream,  l ight  f low 
of water  co ming out  and  jo ining the stream of 
the OT. Too t ight  to  a t tempt to  push.   

At OT42 another  in - feeder ,  less than one -
foo t -by-one -foo t ,  low lead on the  southwest  
wal l ,  too t ight  to  push.  No water  coming out  o f  
th is  lead currently.  Around OT42 area we found  
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Mammoth Cave: Presidential Weekend Expedition Report, February 2022 

By: Mark Jones, Expedition Leader 

The Cave Research Foundation February Ex-
pedit ion met a t  the Hamilton Valley Fac il i ty to  
support  research,  surveying and exp lora t ion 
wi thin as well  as outside o f Mammoth Cave Na-
t iona l  Park.   Over  twenty people  had pre-
registe red for  the exped i t ion wi th a l l  but  one 
at tending.  

The expedit ion kicked off Sa turday wi th six  
tr ips within the park and  one just  outside.  

Crystal  Cave survey and  rope rep lacement a t  

Floyd ’s Jump Off wi th Tom Brucker*,  Michael  
Conover ,  Matthew El l i s ,  and Kepler  Dimas.  

Crystal  Cave survey wi th Michae l  Raymond*,  
Shawn Will iams,  and Ri ta  Worden.  

El Ghor  survey wi th El i  Winkler*,  Noah Hein-

r ich,  Jake Lee,  and  Karen Wil lmes.  

El Ghor  survey wi th Ed Klausner*,  E lizabe th 

Mil ler ,  and Marguer i te  Parf i t t .  

East  Sal t s  wi th  Bil l  Koerschner*,  Bob Alderson,  

Chr is t ian DeCel le ,  and Ian Flom.  

Woodson Cave eva lua tion Dave  West*,  Kirs ten 

Alvey -Mudd,  Rick Olson,  and Rick Toomey.  

Adwell  Cave Dis to -X calibra t ion wi th Lynn 
Brucker*.  

Sunday’s  par t icipants were whi t t led down to  
one  park tr ip  fo l lo wing the cave  inc ident  a t  
Crystal  Cave ( see  repor t  on page 3 -4) .    

Mammoth Cave His tor ic  area data improvement 
wi th  Ed Klausner*,  Rick Olson,  and Michael  
Raymond.  

*Tr ip Leader    

This was a  successful  expedit ion wi th  a  tota l  
of  632 .6 feet  o f new survey,  947.9 feet  o f re -
placement  survey for  a  total  o f  1 ,580.5 feet  o f 
survey in Mammoth Cave.   A separa te  report  i s  
given of the inc ident  at  Crystal  Cave ( see  page 
3 -4) .   I  would l ike  to  thank al l  the sta ff o f 
Mammoth Cave National  Park and the sta ff in  
DSRM. A big thanks to  the camp cook Pat  
Kambesis  for  preparing wonder ful  meals.  The 
data management  was spearheaded by Dave 
West  wi th Karen Willmes managing the comput-
ers.  Thanks a lso go out  to  John Feil  and Roger  
McClure for  a l l  the  maintenance work they do to  
keep Hamilton Valley operat iona l .    

 
Pa rt i c ipa nts :  Bob  Ald er son ,  Ki r s t en  Alv ey - Mu dd ,  Roge r  
Bru ck er ,  Tom Bru ck er ,  Mich ae l  Con ov e r ,  Ch r i s t i an  D e-
Cel l e ,  Kep le r  Dima s ,  Ma t thew El l i s ,  Ian  F lom,  Noah  
Hein r i ch ,  Mark  J on es ,  Ed  Klau sn er ,  B i l l  Ko e rsch n e r ,  Jak e  
Lee ,  E l i zab eth  Mi l l er ,  R i ck  Ol son ,  Mar gu e r i t e  Pa r f i t t ,  
Mich ael  Ra ym on d ,  R ick a rd  Too mey,  Dav e Wes t ,  Sh a wn  
Wi l l i ams ,  Ka r en  Wi l lm es ,  E l i zab eth  Win k le r  an d  R i t a  
Word en .  

Brad and I  then bo th busted into  what  must  
have been hyster ica l  rel ief  laughter  sounding 
repea tedly l ike… Ha ha ha,  we ’ re  no t  dead .  Ha 
ha ha,  We were quickly jo ined in laughter  by 
Kel ly and Joe,  and i t  became one o f those mo-
ments where i t ’s hard to  regroup and s top 
laughing.  

Clear ly,  co ld,  and  wet delir iousness was 
kicking in,  too,  which meant i t  was t ime  to  
leave  soon.  I  added a  few more no tes such as we  
saw seven b lind  cave fi sh and fi f teen cave cray-
f ish  in the OT, p lus the two large  sur face  cray-
f ish  and webwor ms.  We ga thered our  gear  and 
packed up,  then s tar ted  our  long t rek out .  I  kep t  
a  l i t t le  s lower  pace on the way out  due to  wear -
ing my neoprene shi r t  dur ing the tr ip  out ,  but  
a l l  in a l l  we  moved rather  quickly and  made  de-

cent  t ime.  Morale appeared to  s tay high during 
the whole tr ip ,  short  o f  a  ten -minute moment o f  
book person,  me,  mad at  the book and then the 
rushing water / fue l  scare .  Al l  team members d id  
great  dur ing the tr ip ,  and everyone seemed to  
enjoy the he ll  I  had jus t  put  them through.  Joe 
and  Kelly even agreed  to  go back again before 
we had  exi ted the cave.   

Work remaining:  
Cont inue OT -survey beyond OT46  
Persuasion  needed in Independence Canyon 

beyond  K2  
Other  leads  at  OT41,  OT42,  J1 could be 

pushed by a very eager  and  smal l  caver  ( lower 
pr ior i ty than fir s t  two leads ment ioned.  Hammer 
needed for  al l  three.)  
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Before attending any expedition, you must contact the expedition leader as trip sizes may be limited. Failure to contact the 
leader may prevent you from attending the expedition as the trip may be full. 

Eastern Operations - Mammoth Cave Schedule 
Note: All participants must have signed the CRF Joint Venture 
Agreement prior to the expedition or sign a temporary JV agree-
ment onsite. The JV agreement includes the requirement that the 
participant have hospitalization or accident and health insurance. 
Agreements signed in other operations areas transfer to Eastern 
Operations. At Mammoth Cave, although we are volunteers, we 
are not part of the official NPS Volunteers in the Parks program, 
which covers VIP accidents, rescues, and workers comp. Each 
CRF JV is responsible for their own health and/or accident insur-
ance.  
Labor Day, September 2-5.  Bob Osburn,  
osburn@levee.wustl.edu. 
Columbus Day, October 7-10.  Mary Schubert, 
choclt3376@gmail.com. 
Hamilton Valley Work Weekend, October 15-17. Pat Kambesis, 
pat.kambesis@wku.edu. 
Thanksgiving, November 23-27.  John DeLong,  
johnrdelong@yahoo.com. 
New Year’s, December 30, 2022-January 2, 2023. Ed Klausner,  
klausnere@gmail.com and Elizabeth Miller,  
elizabeth.batwoman@gmail.com. 

Participants of Mammoth Cave expeditions are required to attend 
one safety orientation before participating in expedition activities. 
Safety orientations will be conducted at the beginning of each 
expedition. New CRF members: please be sure to arrive at the 
expedition in time to attend the orientation. 

Ozarks 
Ozarks Operations trips and expeditions take place on a variety of 
government and private lands; the trips are based in a variety of 
locales and may include staying in NPS buildings, campgrounds, 
or even motels. Ozarks trips are held year round, but are often 
scheduled (or cancelled) on short notice due to the vagaries of the 
weather. If interested in attending an Ozarks expedition your first 
stop is the operations manager. However, contact any of the fol-
lowing for information on upcoming trips or check CRF’s website. 

These individuals also lead expeditions, trips or projects: 
Kayla Sapkota (Buffalo National River survey and bio-
inventory), kayla.sapkota@gmail.com.  
Dan Lamping (Pioneer Forest and Ozark Riverways surveys), 
daniellamping@att.net. 
Tony Schmitt (Pioneer Forest and Ozark Riverways surveys),  
tonymary2601@yahoo.com. 
Jon Beard (Mark Twain NF in SW MO) , mokanman@att.net. 
Matt Bumgardner (Mark Twain NF in SW MO), 
shaw95@gmail.com. 
Jim Cooley (Cave gating and Mark Twain NF Irish Wilderness), 
coolstoi@kc.rr.com. 
Craig Williams (Mark Twain NF archaeology) ,  
cwilliams@cairnstl.org. 
Jeff Crews (Mark Twain NF Rolla/Houston area),  
cavespyque@gmail.com. 

California – Lava Beds 
Contact:  John Tinsley, jmstinsl50@aol.com. 
Before participating on any of these expeditions, please contact the 
Operations Area Manager, John Tinsley, at least two weeks before 
the expedition.  Please do not just show up as there may be limits 
on the number of participants we can accommodate. 

California – Lilburn and Sequoia/Kings Canyon 
Some basic rules of engagement for California expeditions:  Con-
tact the expedition leader preferably two weeks ahead of time; 
please don’t spontaneously show up.  We have to deal with head 
count limits, particularly on our Lilburn trips, so we need to know 
who is planning to attend.   
Contact: Jen Hopper, jennifer.hopper@ucr.edu, or Fofo Gonzalez, 
fofo@gzluna.com. 

HSS/CRF Hawai’i Caving - Big Island 

Contact: Pat Kambesis, pat.kambesis@wku.edu. 

Carlsbad Caverns 
Contact for all expeditions:  
William and Tammy Tucker, william.tucker@att.net. 

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS 
If you have changed phone number or e-mail , or 
have moved, please send your information to: 

Phil DiBlasi 
110 S. Campbell St., Unit 204 
Louisville, KY 40206-1863 
pjdiblasi@gmail.com 

THE CRF WEBSITE 
www.cave-research.org 
Contact your operations manager for the user 
id and password for the members-only section 

2022 EXPEDITION CALENDAR 


