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I HE military phases of the struggle for American

independence will remain forever a source of thrill-
ing inspiration to all Americans. The heroic readiness of
a small and undeveloped country of less than 3,000,000
people to engage in warfare with the great and powerful
forces of the British will always stir the deepest patriotic
pride. From the initial engagements at Lexington and
Concord through victory and defeat at Bunker Hill, Long
Island, Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, and German-
town, to the glorious day when Burgoyne’s powerful
army capitulated at Saratoga on October 17, 1777, the
Americans, ill-clad, ill-equipped, ill-trained, carried on
the brave fight unflinchingly. In winter camps at Valley
Forge and Morristown, half-starving troops endured the
deep snows and bitter frost of abnormally cold winters,
giving Americans of future generations an inspiring ex-
ample of fortitude in the face of hardship. Burgoyne’s
defeat assured the alliance with France and thus enabled
the Americans to achieve their independence by giving
them the money, supplies, and military and naval re-
inforcements without which the decisive triumph—the
surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown—could not have
been won.

Saratoga, Morristown, Kings Mountain, Yorktown
—the stirring deeds of courage and valor associated with
these place names are known and respected throughout
the world. There are historical units of the National
Park System which commemorate each of these as well
as other military highlights of that glorious struggle—
Cowpens, for example. Moores Creek. Dorchester
Heights. We could visit these places and, standing on
the hallowed ground that won our liberty, suffer again
the incredible hardships of our gallant troops, share with
them the taste of final victory.

But for the purpose of our brief journey let us go
instead to a quiet and stately place, not directly associated
with the clash of arms, but which nevertheless is perhaps

the most cherished, the most meaningful of all the hal-
lowed places in our land.

We are in Philadelphia, at Independence National
Historical Park. Here around us are the structures where
a nation was born and its Constitution written. There is
Independence Hall where the Declaration of Independ-
ence was adopted in 1776, where the Continental Con-
gresses met, where the Constitution of 1787 was drafted.
The Hall and associated structures on Independence
Square—Congress Hall and the old City Hall-formed
the second Federal Capital from 1790 to 1800. Nearby
is Carpenters’ Hall, where the First Continental Congress
met in 1774.

We look up at Independence Hall and remember
Carl Van Doren’s moving words: “On account of the
Declaration of Independence, it is a shrine honored
wherever the rights of men are honored. On account of
the Constitution, it is a shrine cherished wherever the
principles of self-government on a federal scale are
cherished.”

We enter and there, immediately ahead, beneath
the ancient tower of the Hall, stands the Liberty Bell.
This is the bell whose deep tones pealed out the brave
and joyous tidings that 13 struggling colonies had thrown
off their ties with the Old World to become a free nation.
Its voice is silenced now—forever. Yet, silent, its message
is far more eloquent than the clamor of a thousand other
bells. We move forward with the others drawn there—
young and old, rich and poor—and touch it momentarily,
reverently, with our hands—and in so doing experience a
quiet thrill of pride in being a part of the nation born
here. By this simple action we feel somehow very close to
each member of that brave little group that signed the
Declaration of American Independence. We can seem
to feel them, standing close beside us.

So a new nation had been born. But how long could
it live?
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to the composition of the words of our National Anthem.
By this discovery a mystery that had lasted for nearly
a century and a half was solved.

In Alaska, in another project, the exact location
of the fort where the Sitka Indians made their last heroic
stand against the Russians in 1804 was brought to light
after more than 150 years, when remains of the heavy
log fortification were found in what is now Sitka National
Monument on Baranof Island.

In the Painted Rock Reservoir area of southern
Arizona, a thousand-year-old Mexican-type platform
mound was unearthed—the first structure of this type
found in the American Southwest, and a find which
helped to answer long-standing questions as to the origins
of the early culture of that area.

In Yorktown Battlefield, Park Service archeologists
working with historians uncovered the remains of historic
“Redoubt No. 10” in which Washington received and
signed the articles of Cornwallis’ surrender.

These are a few of the projects, and a few of the
significant discoveries. There are many others. The un-
earthing of the long-buried parade ground and 12
original gun rooms of historic Fort Sumter in Charleston
harbor. The exploration of rugged new areas in the
Mesa Verde and the excavation of important ruins
known to be located there. In all parts of America,
the work of reclaiming new and fascinating details of
history from the past goes on.

And closely linked with this is the ever-developing
program of presenting to the American people—in the
clearest and most meaningful manner possible—the les-
sons and inspiration of their own story of this continent.

One of the most important contributions of MIS-
SION 66 to the interpretive program of the National
Park Service is the provision of modern, well-equipped
Visitor Centers as the focal point for the re-creation of
a living moment in history or prehistory. Visitors to
many areas—such sites as Yorktown and Jamestown in
Virginia, Fort Frederica in Georgia, and Fort Caroline
in Florida—have already seen how these Centers serve
to provide a ready understanding of the meaning and
significance of what they have come to sce. Other such
Centers are planned or under construction in other areas.
All together, more than 100 are scheduled for construc-
tion in the 10-year course of MISSION 66.

The Visitor Center is the key to the entire informa-
tion and public service program for a park. It provides
such things as publications, maps, exhibits, and it is
staffed with uniformed personnel to provide the visitor
with authentic information about the things they want
to know. All of these things combine to bring the story
of a particular time or event clearly into focus. But
actually the Visitor Center does much more than this.
It is designed to re-create within itself, insofar as possible,
a portion of the past.

An outstanding example of what this means may
be found by the visitor to Dinosaur National Monument,
parts of which are located in Utah and Colorado. In
the Utah section, at the famed Dinosaur Quarry, the
new Visitor Center has been constructed against the face
of the ridge where exposed fossil-bearing strata show
huge dinosaur bones in high relief. From an 180-foot
paralleling gallery, visitors may see and study the fos-
silized remains of the prehistoric monsters in strata
deposited millions of years ago. They also may watch
paleontologists continuing the work of reliefing dinosaur
bones and preparing specimens. Here, then, as in many
other places in the System, it is not in the least difficult
for the visitor to “feel” the story of the past.

m many ways, the past
18 brought to life

OUTSIDE the Visitor Centers, markers and trails,
displays and modern audio devices take up the
story and provide even further details as one walks
the earth on which history was made. Heroic paintings
—such as those at Jamestown—help to re-create the scene.
Carefully placed markers locate the exact site of some
lost landmark, or assist in following the course and
flow of history in that spot. At the Liberty Bell, at
Jamestown, and in other places the visitor’s sense of
reliving history is stimulated, too, through stirring mes-
sages relating to the bygone time, recorded and available
at the press of a button for any who would listen—and
many do. Great dioramas depicting scenes of pioneer
and prehistoric life; museum exhibits containing articles
intimately associated with the daily lives of our fore-
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At Gettysburg, for instance, artillery pieces placed
in the positions of original batteries now point into the
kitchen doors of subdivision homes. And this is only one
of many hallowed spots where modern developments—
often garish and unsightly—have moved ever closer on
adjacent lands to mar or destroy the meaning of the
historic scene.

Along the Missouri River the habitation sites of
five prehistoric civilizations have been sacrificed to the
advance of modern progress, disappearing beneath the
artificial lake created by new flood-control dams.

On Staten Island, New York, we find a striking
example of the accelerating rate of obliteration of the
historic past. Before the year 1809, records show that
a total of 477 structures were erected there. In 1919—
110 years later—one out of four of these buildings was
still standing. But in the next 30 years all but some 50
or so of the original 477 had disappeared. At the present
rate of demolition, all will be gone 10 years from now.

Many other examples could be cited. Few people
fully realize the swiftness with which this trend toward
severing our links with the past has been developing
within the last brief span of years, nor the total cost in
cultural losses that has been the end result. Unfortu-
nately, those who advocate or endorse the spoiling or
destruction of a single historic site that stands in the way
of a particular new subdivision or commercial develop-
ment have no way of observing the cumulative effect of
the many thousands of such actions across the country.

Of course, no one maintains that every old house,
every ancient Indian village site, or every rotting sailing
vessel should be saved. Admittedly, many of the 100,000
or more historic places in this country are not as impor-
tant as the new schools, new shopping centers, and new
highways which will replace them. But many thousands
of these sites and buildings do have something to say to
the present and the future. They do throw light upon our
history and the development of our culture. They do
bring history to life by presenting the only possible au-
thentic environment.

The nation cannot afford to lose its buildings, sites,
objects, or environments of substantial historical or cul-
tural importance.

saving our historic sites
1s a tremendous undertaking

OBVIOUSLY, the task of saving our most valuable
historic sites is a tremendous undertaking, re-

quiring skillful direction, imaginative planning, deter-
mination—and money.

In recent years the American people—with their
growing realization and appreciation of the value of their
historical heritage—have called on the Federal Govern-
ment to take a larger part in the preservation of historic
sites. Cities and States and private historical societies
have in many cases turned to the Government for help
in expanding their conservation programs. Since 1950,
an average of some 70 sites each year has been recom-
mended for establishment as units of the National Park
System.

Clearly, the Federal Government cannot undertake
historical preservation on such a scale. Yet demands for
additional national historic sites and monuments con-
tinue to increase. And important places of national sig-
nificance continue to disappear.

Today, under MISSION 66, the National Park
Service of the Department of the Interior is moving for-
ward on many fronts to meet and cope with the numerous
problems besetting and threatening the nation’s historic
values.

For example, larger staffs are making it possible to
give better protection to many sites threatened with seri-
ous harm as a result of the great upsurge in public use.
Before MISSION 66 was launched, some of the fragile
and irreplaceable Indian ruins in the Southwest were
being rapidly worn away by “human erosion” resulting
from too many people tramping the same floor areas and
crowding against ancient, weakened walls. The same was
true of many of the historic old homes in the East and
South. Now, with additional personnel, the Park Service
is able to reduce such wcar through better guidance and
supervision of visitors.

With larger funds and the granting of needed legis-
lative authority, progress is being made in combatting
the threat posed by unsightly developments and other
types of encroachments on the historic settings of the
nation’s great places of history. Where possible, the
Service is now providing the landscape treatments, or
acquiring lands, needed to correct such situations.

MISSION 66 has made it possible, too, to resume
work on the long-dormant National Survey of Historic
Sites and Buildings. The purpose of this study—begun in
the 1930’s but suspended since the beginning of World
War Il—is to identify the nation’s most significant places
of history and prehistory so that they may be watched
over and protected in case of threatened destruction.
Rapid progress is now being made in this important work.

A second suspended study now resumed is the His-
toric American Buildings Survey, which too will go far
in the preservation of the nation’s outstanding historic
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to
understand
the past

1S to have
faith 1n
the future

I HE Historic Sites Act of 1935 declared it to be

a “national policy to preserve for public use, his-
toric sites, buildings and objects of national significance
for the inspiration and benefit of the people of the
United States.”

These, then, arec some of the ways in which the
National Park Service—given new vigor and sinews by
MISSION 66—is seeking to discharge its responsibilities
given to the Department of the Interior under that Act.

At a time when the surge of population growth
and progress is “plowing under” priceless elements of
our historical heritage at an alarming rate, the task is a
most difficult one—one that will require the help of every
American to whom the great men and moments of our
past are meaningful.

Some of course may ask, why is it important to
save these old places, these ancient buildings?
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Harpers Ferry National Monument, West Virginia-
Maryland

Perry’s Victory and International Peace Memorial Na-
tional Monument, Ohio

Thomas Jefferson National Memorial, District of Col-
umbia

Washington Monument National Memorial, District of
Columbia

Areas llustrating the Advance of the Frontier and
Wesnward Expansion

Big Hole Battlefield National Monument, Montana

Chimney Rock National Historic Site, Nebraska

Cumberland Gap National Historical Park, Kentucky—
Tennessee—Virginia

Custer Battlefield National Monument, Montana

Fort Laramie National Monument, Wyoming

Fort Union National Monument, New Mexico

Fort Vancouver National Monument, Washington

Homestead National Monument of America, Nebraska

Jefferson National Expansion Memorial National His-
toric Site, Missouri

Lava Beds National Monument, California
McLoughlin House National Historic Site, Oregon
Meriwether Lewis National Monument, Tennessee
Pipe Spring National Monument, Arizona

Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska

Sitka National Monument, Alaska

Whitman National Monument, Washington

Areas Hllustrating the Civil War

Andrew Johnson National Monument, Tennessee

Antietam National Battlefield Site, Maryland

Antietam National Cemetery, Maryland

Appomattox Court House National Historical Park,
Virginia

Battleground National Cemetery, District of Columbia

Booker T. Washington National Monument, Virginia

Brices Cross Roads National Battlefield Site, Mississippi

Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park,
Georgia—Tennessee

Fort Donelson National Cemetery, Tennessee
Fort Donelson National Military Park, Tennessee
Fort Jefferson National Monument, Florida

Fort Pulaski National Monument, Georgia

Fort Sumter National Monument, South Carolina

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County Battlefields
Memorial National Military Park, Virginia

the National Park System

Fredericksburg National Cemetery, Virginia
Gettysburg National Cemetery, Pennsylvania
Gettysburg National Military Park, Pennsylvania

House Where Lincoln Died National Memorial, District
of Columbia
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park, Georgia

Lincoln Memorial National Memorial, District of
Columbia

Lincoln Museum National Memorial, District of Co-
lumbia

Manassas National Battlefield Park, Virginia
Petersburg National Military Park, Virginia
Poplar Grove National Cemetery, Virginia
Richmond National Battlefield Park, Virginia
Shiloh National Cemetery, Tennessee

Shiloh National Military Park, Tennessee
Stones River National Cemetery, Tennessee
Stones River National Military Park, Tennessee
Tupelo National Battlefield Site, Mississippi
Vicksburg National Cemetery, Mississippi
Vicksburg National Military Park, Mississippi
Yorktown National Cemetery, Virginia

Areas llustrating Commerce, Travel, Industry, and Agri-
culture

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, District of Columbia—
Maryland

Chicago Portage National Historic Site, Illinois
Golden Spike National Historic Site, Utah

Grand Portage National Historic Site, Minnesota
Hopewell Village National Historic Site, Pennsylvania

Natchez Trace Parkway, Mississippi—Tennessee—Ala-
bama

Salem Maritime National Historic Site, Massachusetts

Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park, North
Dakota

Wright Brothers National Memorial, North Carolina

Areas lHlustrating Arts and Sciences
Edison Laboratory National Monument, New Jersey

George Washington Carver National Monument, Mis-
souri

Hampton National Historic Site, Maryland

Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site,
New York

Mount Rushmore National Memorial, South Dakota

Saint Paul’s Church National Historic Site, New York
Touro Synagogue National Historic Site, Rhode Island
Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site, New York
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