
Time Table, 26aug22
  Week Date (M) Reading Bird IDs Lab location for Thursday Assignments (additional 

discussions are not shown)

 I.  Intro to ornithology & Birds: What is a 
bird? Feathers: Structure, function, 
evolution.

 Intro to Ornithology as a Field, What is a 
Bird? 

1 Aug 22, 2022 Gill Ch. 1.1, 4
 01 ID Indoor, Stutzman- Sloanaker 312, 
sign out equipment - INDOOR

Feather evolution, structure, molt, growth, 
coloration

Gill Ch 4  

 

Aspects of avian anatomy and physiology 2 Aug 29, 2022 Gill Ch. 6 (pp. 164-171); 
HoBB 4-148 to 15 


02 ID folder C&O Canal: Be at the Big lot on 
Canal Drive by 7:30 am

Assignment #1 - Cultural 
significance - Due Sept 2, 
11:59 pm)

II.  Evolutionary origins of birds and avian 
flight

Origins of modern birds, 3 Sep 6, 2022 Gill Chapter 3 (really 
explains the basics of tax)

03 ID Folder, On-line Quiz 1 Field trip 1: Chimney swift 
Roosting data collection 6:30-7:45.  
Students should arrive at The 
chimney Swift tower by 7 PM.  No 
morning lab. Checking date to 
finalize

Assignment #2 - Avian order 
comparison - Due Sept 9, 
11:59 PM

Dino to Bird?

Could it fly?

4 Sep 12, 2022 Ch 2, curious extravagant 
evolution of feathers, 
National Geographic 2011

04 ID Folder Yankauer Preserve: Students are 
to arrive on site by 7:30 am


IIi.  Mechanics and aerodynamics of flight: 

Physics 5 Sept 19 Gill Ch. 5; HoBB 5-9 t0 5-4 05 ID Folder Ferry Hill, special guest, Dr. 
Andrew P. Landsman Students are 
to arrive on site by 7:30 am.

Non-test 1 - due Sept 23, 
11:59 pm

 
Adaptations

6 Sep 26, 2022   On-line Quiz 2 Antietam Battle Field: Grassland 
birds.  Meeting location TBA.  Be 
on-site by 7:30 am

Assignment #3 - Review of a 
scientific paper - Due Sept 
30, 11:59 pm

IV.  Avian migration, orientation, and 
navigation

Migration 7 Oct 3, 2022 Gill Ch. 10 

Holland, True Navigation, 
JOZ 2011; HoBB 5-48 to 5-51 
and 5-51 to 5-79

06 ID Folder First Field Quiz: Location=C&O.  Be 
at the Site by 7:30 am

Navigation 8 Oct 10, 2022   07 ID folder Indoor ID quiz, then..railroad 
tracks in Shepherdtown

Assignment #4- The 
Migratory Journey - Due 
Oct 14, 11:59 pm

V. Avian behavior and intelligenc 

Brains & intelligence
 9 Oct 17, 2022 Gill Ch 7, Emery et al. 
2006; “Bird Brains” 
Discovery 2010 ; Alex video

08 ID Folder Fall Break Oct 20-21—no lab Non-test 2 - due Oct 28, 
11:59 pm

Vocalization 10 Oct 24, 2022 Gill Ch 8 09 ID Folder, on-line Quiz 3 TBA.

Social Behavior & sexual selection 11 Oct 31, 2022 Gill 11, 13 10 ID Folder Cool Spring Preserve, WV.  
Students are to arrive on site by 
7:30 am.

Nest & incubation, Parenting 12 Nov 7, 2022 Gill 15, 16 11 ID Folder Assignment #5 - Outreach - 
Due Nov 11, 11:59 pm

VI. Ecology & Conservation

Conservation history, MBT and laws, 
potential guest lecture

13 Nov 14, 2022 Gill 21 12 ID Folder Online Quiz 4 NCTC-water birds specimen 
collection: Guest lecture: Richard 
Minnis. Be on-site by 7:30 am

Thanksgiving Break Nov 21, 2022

 
 
Museums—are they good or bad? 

14 Nov 28, 2022 Loss et al 2013 and Loss et 
al. 2013 Modern THREATS 
discussion or Museum 
discussion

Indoor Quiz (in lab) Final ID Quiz (indoor) Bird 
dissection - indoor

Assignment #6- letter to a 
senator - Due Dec 2, 11:59 
pm

Finals week Dec 5, 2022 Non-Test 3 Due Tuesday, 
December 6

5:00 PM

* See Separate schedule for Discussion for 
the list of families covered each week!


      *Assignments may be 
changed if current events 
are relevant or instructor 
changes mind.


