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Lincoln and Gettysburg

| S .- L

ESTABLISHMENT OF A BURIAL GROUND. For the residents of Gettysburg
the aftermath of battle was almost as trying as the 3 days of struggle that
had swirled about them. The town’s 2,400 inhabitants, and the nearby
country folk, bore a heavy share of the burden of caring for the 21,000
wounded and dying of both sides, who were left behind when the armies
moved on. Spacious rooms in churches and schools and hundreds of
homes were turned over to the care of the wounded; and kindly folk
from neighboring towns came to help those of Gettysburg in ministering
to the needs of the maimed and shattered men.

Adequate attention to the wounded was an immediate necessity, but
fully as urgent was the need of caring for the dead. Nearly 6,000 had
been killed in action, and hundreds died each day from mortal wounds.
In the earlier stages of the battle, soldiers of both armies performed the
tasks of burying their fallen comrades, but the struggle had reached such
large proportions and the scene of battle had so shifted that fallen men
had come within enemy lines. Because of the emergencies of battle,
therefore, hundreds of bodies had been left unburied or only partially
covered. It was evident that the limited aid which could be offered by
local authorities must be supported by a well-organized plan for dis-
interment of the dead from the temporary burial grounds on the field
and reburial in a permanent place at Gettysburg or in home cemeteries.

A few days after the battle, the Governor of the Commonwealth, Hon.
Andrew Curtin, visited the battlefield to offer assistance in caring for the
wounded. When official duties required his return to Harrisburg, he
appointed Attorney David Wills, of Gettysburg, to act as his special
agent. At the time of his visit, the Governor was especially distressed by
the condition of the dead. In response to the Governor’s desire that the
remains be brought together in a place set aside for the purpose, Mr.
Wills selected land on the northern slope of Cemetery Hill and sug-
gested that the State of Pennsylvania purchase the ground at once in
order that interments could begin without delay. He proposed that con-
tributions for the purpose of laying out and landscaping the grounds be
asked from legislatures of the States whose soldiers had taken part in the
battle.

Within 6 weeks, Mr. Wills had purchased 17 acres of ground on
Cemetery Hill and engaged William Saunders, an eminent landscape
gardener, to lay out the grounds in State lots, apportioned in size to the
number of graves for the fallen of each State. Each of the Union States
represented in the battle made contributions for planning and land-
scaping.

The reinterment of 3,512 bodies in the cementery was accomplished
only after many months. Great care had been taken to identify the bodies
on the field, and, at the time of reinterment, remains were readily identi-
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First page of the second draft of the Gettysburg Address. This
copy, made by Lincoln on the morning of November 19, was beld
in bis band while delivering bis address. Reproduced from the
original in the Library of Congress.
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the well-known correspondent Noah Brooks stated that several days
before the dedication Lincoln told him in Washington that his address
would be “short, short, short” and that it was “written, but not finished.”

THE FIVE AUTOGRAPH COPIES OF THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS. Even after
his arrival at Gettysburg the President continued to put finishing touches
to his address. The first page of the original text was written in ink on
a sheet of Executive Mansion paper. The second page, either written or
revised at the Wills residence, was in pencil on a sheet of foolscap, and,
according to Lincoln’s secretary, Nicolay, the few words changed in
pencil at the bottom of the first page were added while in Gettysburg.
The second draft of the address was written in Gettysburg probably on
the morning of its delivery, as it contains certain phrases that are not in
the first draft but are in the reports of the address as delivered and in
subsequent copies made by Lincoln. It is probable, as stated in the ex-
planatory note accompanying the original copies of the first and second
drafts in the Library of Congress, that it was the second draft which
Lincoln held in his hand when he delivered the address.

Quite opposite to Lincoln’s feeling, expressed soon after the delivery
of the address, that it “would not scour,” the President lived long enough
to think better of it himself and to see it widely accepted as a master-
piece. Early in 1864, Mr. Everett requested him to join in presenting
manuscripts of the two addresses given at Gettysburg to be bound in a
volume and sold for the benefit of stricken soldiers at a Sanitary Com-
mission Fair in New York. The draft Lincoln sent became the third
autograph copy, known as the Everett-Keyes copy, and it is now in the
possession of the Illinois State Historical Library.

George Bancroft requested a copy in April 1864, to be included in
Autograph Leaves of Our Country’s Authors. This volume was to be sold
at a Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Sanitary Fair in Baltimore. As this fourth copy
was written on both sides of the paper, it proved unusable for this pur-
pose, and Mr. Bancroft was allowed to keep it. This autograph draft is
known as the Bancroft copy, as it remained in that family for many years.
It has recently been presented to the Cornell University Library. Find-
ing that the copy written for Autograph Leaves could not be used, Mr.
Lincoln wrote another, a fifth draft, which was accepted for the purpose
requested. It is the only draft to which he affixed his signature. In all
probability it was the last copy written by Lincoln, and because of the ap-
parent care in its preparation it has become the standard version of the
address. The fifth draft, which long remained in the hands of the family
of Col. Alexander Bliss, publisher of Autograph Leaves, is known as the
~ Bliss copy. It was purchased in 1949 by Oscar B. Cintas, of Havana,

Cuba.

SOLDIERS’ NATIONAL MONUMENT. As a fitting memorial to the Union
dead who fell at Gettysburg, the Commissioners arranged for the erec-
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Guide Tour of the Park— (See map on page 52.)

The self-guide tour of the park begins on McPherson Ridge, a mile west
of Gettysburg. Upon arrival in Gettysburg, the visitor should first locate
Center Square, then drive a mile westward on U. S. No. 30 to the statues
of Generals Reynolds and Buford.

STOP 1. MCPHERSON RIDGE. (Please face westward, with the statue of
Reynolds on your right.)

The Battle of Gettysburg began on this ridge at 8 a. m., July 1, 1863.
The Confederate Army, approaching along the Chambersburg Pike,
formed line of battle on the ridge one-half mile westward where you
see the brick house (Herr Tavern). They first attacked the Union cavalry
on this ridge, then infantry on the ridge 200 yards to your rear. In the
afternoon, the Confederates renewed their drive from the west along the
Pike and also struck the Union right flank (Oak Hill, No. 2 on Tour
Map). The Union forces finally gave way, retreating first to the Seminary
buildings and then to Cemetery Hill south of Gettysburg.

‘General Reynolds, commanding a Union corps, was killed in the
woods a quarter of a mile southeast of this point. Buford, whose statue
is just in front of you, commanded the Union cavalry on this ridge. The
marked gun at the base of the Buford statue fired the first cannon shot
at Gettysburg. Oak Ridge lies one-half mile back of you, and the same
wooded ridge extending south of the Chambersburg Pike is Seminary
Ridge.

General Lee, the Confederate commander, used the valley beyond the
South Mountains (to the west) as an avenue of approach into Penn-
sylvania.

STOP 2. OAK HILL. (Please face southward with the Peace Memorial to
your rear.)

The Battle of Gettysburg, which began at 8 a. m., on the two ridges
a mile south of here, halted at noon, and the Confederates withdrew. At
1 o’clock, a strong Confederate force arrived from the north on this hill
and fired into the flank of the Union men on the ridges to the south.
Faced with this powerful fire and with renewed attack from the west,
part of the Union forces were shifted to Oak Ridge (see monuments on
the ridge to your left) to meet the attack from this direction. Union
troops on the plain east of this ridge were soon forced by another strong
Confederate charge to retreat headlong through the streets of Gettys-
burg, opening the Union line on Oak Ridge to flank and rear attack.
By mid-afternoon, the Union position on Oak Ridge was abandoned,
and the Confederates pursued the retreating Union troops through
Gettysburg, halting in the western part of the town.

The gap in the South Mountains to your right is Cashtown Pass
where Lee’s army crossed the range.
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STOP 3. OAK RIDGE. (Please face eastward toward the monuments on
the plain.)

When Rodes’ Confederate troops reached Oak Hill at 1 o’clock,
Union troops on McPherson Ridge, as well as reserves, were shifted
hurriedly to this ground. The Union troops, posted back of the stone
wall, faced the Confederate charge from the west and north. Tenaciously
holding this ground through repeated Confederate attacks, the Union
men were finally forced to give way. Howard’s Union corps had arrived
carlier in the plain north of Gettysburg (see monuments to the east)
but his command was soon shattered by a Confederate force arriving
from the northeast on the Harrisburg Road (near flagpole, a mile east-
ward). As the Union troops north of Gettysburg retreated, the men on
this ridge became isolated and withdrew to Cemetery Hill, south of the
town.

The large white building on this side of Gettysburg is “Old Dorm”
at Gettysburg College, used as a hospital during the battle. Beyond the
town is Culp’s Hill (see the observation tower), and in the right back-
ground is Cemetery Hill.

STOP 4. SEMINARY RIDGE. (North Carolina Monument.)

General Lee had failed to achieve any definite gains July 2 against the
Union left flank at Little Round Top and the Peach Orchard, or the
right flank at Spangler’s Spring and Culp’s Hill. He therefore marshaled
his forces on the forenoon of July 3 for a final thrust against the center
of the Union line on Cemetery Ridge. For nearly 2 hours, 138 Con-
federate guns on this ridge directed a heavy fire at the Union positions.
Lee then sent 15,000 men across the open ground with the Copse of
Trees (No. 8 on the Tour Map) as their objective. Spearheaded by
Pickett’s division, and therefore known as Pickett’s Charge, this famous
attack failed to break the strong Union positions at the stone wall. The
advance marked the end of battle and the failure has been called the
High Water Mark of the Confederacy. Lee gave up hope of further
attack on this field, and on the following day began his retreat toward
the Potomac and Virginia.

The wooded knoll to the east is Cemetery Hill (No. 10 on the Tour
Map). Cemetery Ridge extends southward to Little Round Top (No. 7
on the Tour Map), the small hill partially cleared of trees at the left of
Big Round Top. The Copse of Trees and The Angle (No. 8 on the Tour
Map) are on the crest of the Cemetery Ridge where the flagpole appears.

STOP 5. WARFIELD RIDGE.

The Union General Sickles, at noon July 2, began moving his troops
forward from Cemetery Ridge and Little Round Top to Devil’s Den
Ridge and the Peach Orchard. Longstreet’s Confederate corps was
already marching from the Chambersburg Road to extend the line south-
ward across the Emmitsburg Road. At 3:30 p. m., as Sickles’ men were
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taking position at the Peach Orchard and the Emmitsburg Road, a half-
mile north of here, Longstreet brought his army into position on this
ridge. A brisk artillery exchange opened. Longstreet directed his infantry -
attack first at Little Round Top (the partially cleared hill to your right)
and then along the whole Union line northward to the Peach Orchard
and the Emmitsburg Road. Four hours later, as darkness gathered, the
Union line had been shattered and forced to retreat. The Confederates
gained possession of the west slope of Big Round Top, Devil’s Den, and
the high ground in the vicinity of the Peach Orchard.

STOP 6. DEVIL’S DEN.

When General Sickles moved his corps forward to the Peach Orchard
and the Emmitsburg Road at 3 p. m., his left flank was here at Devil’s
Den. Longstreet’s Confederate brigadcs soon came charging from the
west. Striking the entire Union line, the base of Little Round Top and
this area quickly became a shambles. After hours of desperate struggle,
the Union line had been broken and the remnants forced to the rear. The
Confederates were now in possession of the west slope of Big Round
Top, Devil’s Den, the Wheatfield, and the Peach Orchard. Sharp-
shooters, using the large boulders as defense positions, fired at Union
men on the crest of Little Round Top, 700 yards distant. A typical
sharpshooter’s barricade may still be seen at the top of Devil’s Den.

STOP 7. LITTLE ROUND TOP.

As Sickles completed the forward movement from Little Round Top
and the area northward, his new line extended from the Peach Orchard
southeastward through the Wheatfield to Devil’s Den (see boulders
below). Longstreet’s attack on Little Round Top developed from the
ridge a mile westward. His brigades successively struck the entire Union
line from Devil’s Den to the Emmitsburg Road. The Confederates in
a 4-hour fight broke the entire Union line, and the remnants of Sickles’
corps were forced to retreat to the rear of the Round Tops. The Con-
federates gained possession of the west slope of Big Round Top, Devil’s
Den, the Wheatfield (the open ground surrounded by woods), and the
Peach Orchard (near the white buildings on the ridge). The quick ac-
tion of General Warren (see bronze figure to the north) in bringing
troops to Little Round Top saved the hill for the Union. The stone
breastworks on the slope of the hill were constructed during the night
of July 2 as a defense measure against further attack. Big Round Top, a
quarter of a mile southward, was heavily wooded at the time of the
battle and could not be used to advantage by either artillery or infantry.

STOP 8. CEMETERY RIDGE (THE ANGLE).

On the afternoon of July 2, General Lee had tried to turn the left flank
of the Union line at Little Round Top and the Peach Orchard, and the
right flank ac Culp’s Hill and Spangler’s Spring. Meeting with only
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partial success in these attempts, he then planned to strike the center.
First he massed his artillery on Seminary Ridge and across the fields.
Many batteries were hardly more than 800 yards west of here. Beginning
at 1 o’clock they engaged in an artillery duel of nearly 2 hours with the
powerful Union batteries on this ridge. Then 15,000 men, in a battle line
a mile in length, and spearheaded by Pickett’s division, started from the
Confederate lines across the open fields, with the Copse of Trees as their
guide. When they reached the Emmitsburg Road 300 yards away, the
men charged. Canister from Union artillery and concentrated infantry
fire from the Union men at the stone walls soon cut wide gaps in the
Confederate line. They reached the wall, and a small band of men crossed,
but the tide had turned. In Lee’s final great effort, he had lost nearly
10,000 of his men. The remnants gave way and soon were in full retreat
to the Confederate lines. The counterattack, which Lee feared, never
developed.

The Copse of Trees is at your left, surrounded by the iron fence. The
position of Cushing’s battery of United States artillery, which held the
position at The Angle, is marked by four guns. The statue of General
Meade stands to the right and rear.

STOP 9. MEADE’S HEADQUARTERS.

Gen. George G. Meade, commanding the Union Army, arrived on the
field near midnight, July 1. He used the Leister house as his headquarters.

On the night of July 2, General Meade called a council of his corps
commanders in this house to determine whether they should hold the
positions then established. The commanders advised him to hold the
existing lines. Meade, agreeing with their advice and expecting the next
attack on the center of his line, began the concentration of artillery and
infantry strength in this area.

The Leister house and barn were badly damaged by the artillery fire
which preceded Pickett’s Charge.

STOP 10. NATIONAL CEMETERY.

Soon after the battle, Governor Curtin, of Pennsylvania, commissioned
Attorney David Wills, of Gettysburg, to purchase this ground as a
cemetery for the Union dead. While reburials from the temporary graves
on the battlefield were in progress, a committee arranged for a formal
dedication on November 19, 1863. President Lincoln delivered his
famous Gettysburg Address on that occasion. The National Monument,
commemorating the Union soldiers who fell at Gettysburg, was dedi-
cated, in 1869, on the site where Lincoln spoke. A memorial to the
address was erected, in 1912, near the west gate of the cemetery.

STOP 11. CYCLORAMA OF PICKETT’S CHARGE.
The Cyclorama of Pickett’s Charge is regarded as a masterpiece of art.
It offers an unsurpassed picture of the wartime appearance of the field,
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the manner of fighting, and of equipment employed. This magnificent
painting, measuring 370 feet in circumference and 30 feet in height, was
acquired by the National Park Service in 1942. The French artist, Paul
Philippoteaux, completed the painting in 1884. It was brought to Gettys-
burg in 1913 when it was fisst mounted and exhibited in connection with
the observance of the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg.

STOP 12. EAST CEMETERY HILL.

Early’s Confederates assaulted Union positions here at dusk on July 2,
in coordination with an attack on Culp’s Hill (to your right). Rodes’
men failed to charge from the west at the same time. Early’s troops took
possession of the hill and many of the guns, but in the absence of sup-
port from Rodes they were driven back. The desperate hand-to-hand
fighting lasted long after dark.

Culp’s Hill is one-quarter mile eastward (see the observation tower)
and Spangler’s Spring a few hundred yards beyond. Oak Ridge, a land-
mark of the first day’s battle, appears northwest of the town.

STOP 13. CULP’S HILL.

A Confederate attack was directed against this hill on July 2 in con-
junction with the assault on East Cemetery Hill. Because of the steep
incline and the strength of the Union positions here at the crest, the
Confederate force shifted southward across Rock Creek for a flank attack.
Most of the Union troops had been ordered earlier to the defense of the
Wheatfield and Peach Orchard. The Confederates, meeting with little
resistance, took possession of the Union earthworks on the south slope
of this hill. Before a2 Confederate attack developed against this position
on the following morning, the Union force had returned. After fighting
throughout the forenoon of July 3, they forced the Confederates out of
the Union defense works. The Union brigade commanded by General
Greene retained this position throughout the battle of July 2 and 3.

STOP 14. SPANGLER’S SPRING.

Failing to take possession of Culp’s Hill on the evening of July 2,
Johnson’s Confederate force shifted southward across Rock Creek and
attacked the Union position on the hill north of this spring. The defense
works here had been vacated an hour earlier when most of the troops
were called to help defend the Union line in the Wheatfield and Peach
Orchard. The Confederates then took possession of the Union works.
The Union forces, having returned during the night, opened fire at dawn
on July 3 with artillery and infantry. Confederate troops who were
posted in the Union works and in rear of the stone wall on the hill to
the north made a determined stand. After hard fighting, which ended
only at noon, the Union force succeeded in driving the Confederates out
of these works and eastward beyond striking range.
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The Park

In 1895, the battlefield was established by act of Congress as Gettysburg
National Military Park. In that year, the Gettysburg Battlefield Memo-
rial Association, which had been founded April 30, 1864, for the purpose
of commemorating “the great deeds of valor, endurance, and noble self-
sacrifice, and to perpetuate the memory of the heroes, and the signal
events which render these battlegrounds illustrious,” transferred its hold-
ings of 600 acres of land, 17 miles of avenues, and 320 monuments and
markers to the Federal Government. Under the jurisdiction of the War
Department until 1933, the park was transferred in that year to the
Department of the Interior to be administered by the National Park
Service. Today, the park consists of 2,534.11 acres of land and 26 miles of
paved roads.

The fields over which the battles were fought cover about 16,000 acres
and include the town of Gettysburg. A total of 2,390 monuments,
tablets, and markers have been erected over the years to indicate the
positions where infantry, artillery, and cavalry units fought. Of the 354
Union and 272 Confederate cannon engaged or held in reserve during
the battle, 233 Federal and 182 Confederate are located on the field in
the approximate position of the batteries during the battle.

Anniversary Reunions of the Civil War Veterans

The great interest of veterans and the public alike in the Gettysburg
battlefield has been reflected over the years in three outstanding anni-
versary celebrations. Dominant in the observance of the 25th anniver-
sary in 1888 were the veterans themselves, who returned to encamp on
familiar ground. It was on this occasion that a large number of regi-
mental monuments, erected by survivors of regiments or by States, were
dedicated. Again, in 1913, on the 50th anniversary, even though the
ranks were gradually thinning, the reunion brought thousands of veterans
back to the battlefield. Perhaps the most impressive tribute to the surviv-
ing veterans occurred July 14, 1938, on the occasion of the observance
of the 75th anniversary of the battle and the last reunion of the men who
wore the blue and the gray. Although 94 years was the average age of
those attending, 1,845 veterans, out of a total of about 8,000 then living,
returned for the encampment. It was on this occasion that the Eternal
Light Peace Memorial was dedicated.

How to Reach the Park

Gettysburg National Military Park and National Cemetery are accessible
by highway over U. S. No. 30 from the east and west; U. S. No. 15 from
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the north and south; U. S. No. 140 from Baltimore, Md.; State No. 34
from Carlisle, Pa.; and State No. 116 from Hagerstown, Md., and Han-
over, Pa. Greyhound Bus Lines operate over U. S. Nos. 30 and 140; the
Blue Ridge Lines over U. S. No. 15 from the south; and the Gettysburg-
Harrisburg Bus Line over U. S. No. 15 from Harrisburg.

Administration

Gettysburg National Military Park is a part of the National Park System
owned by the people of the United States and administered for them by
the National Park Service of the United States Department of the
Interior. Communications should be addressed to the Superintendent,
Gettysburg National Military Park, Gettysburg, Pa.

Related Areas

Significant parts of most of the major battlefields of the Civil War have
been set aside under the control of the Federal Government to be admin-
istered as national military areas by the National Park Service. Among
the areas in this group are: Antietam National Battlefield Site, Md.;
Manassas National Battlefield Park, Va.; Fredericksburg and Spotsyl-
vania County Battlefields Memorial National Military Park (includes
Chancellorsville, The Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, and
Fredericksburg battlefields), Va.; Petersburg National Military Park, Va.;
Richmond National Battlefield Park, Va.; Appomattox Court House
National Historical Monument, Va.; Shiloh National Military Park,
Tenn.; Fort Donelson National Military Park, Tenn.; Stones River
National Military Park, Tenn.; Chickamauga and Chattanooga Na-
tional Military Park, Tenn.-Ga.; Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park, Ga.; Fort Sumter National Monument, S. C.; Vicksburg
National Military Park, Miss., and Fort Pulaski National Monument, Ga.

Visitor Facilities

Information and free literature concerning the park may be obtained at
the National Park Service museum in the Post Office building, at the
national cemetery office, and at the park entrance stations. The services
of park historians are available free for explanation of the battle, talks
over a relief model of the battlefield in the museum, and for field tours
with educational groups. A historian is stationed at Little Round Top
during the summer season.

Field exhibits, consisting of a map of the battlefield and wartime
photographs, are located at important points in the park for the use and
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interest of the public. With the exception of December, January, and
February, the cyclorama is open weekdays from 10 a. m. to 12 noon and
1 p. m. to 5 p. m. and on Sundays 10 a. m. to 12 noon and 1 p. m. to
6 p. m. The admission fee is 25 cents, plus 5 cents Federal tax, for
persons 12 years of age and over. School groups, 12 to 18 years of age,
are admitted on payment of the 5-cent tax. Children under 12 years old
are admitted free. Battlefield guides, licensed by the National Park
Service, operate under the supervision of the park superintendent. A
complete tour of the park, which covers the battleground of July 1, north
and west of Gettysburg, and of July 2 and 3, south of the town, requires
approximately 2 hours, and the guide fee is $3. A special tour, covering
the main points of interest and requiring about 1 hour is available at a
fee of $2. The guide fee for a bus tour is $5.
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