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Desr Re¿der:

lhc ilstlonsl Park servíce, adafnístrator of Gurecantl lecrcetl.o¡
Area, 1e Lntereeted fn naoaglag Morrow Point Leke in a !¡¿r¡åt
c,olipaÈíblc rlth the varied aspects of, the lake - proÈecËloo of
the totel enviro¡rne¡rtr dLf,flcurty of access, presärrâtfo¡ of thc
¡horellner econo¡¡lc l"npact on surroundfng cormnunf.ties, flebety
poÈeotf¿!., publlc use poee{bllLt1es, etc. the uanageocnt dcclrlo¡¡
¿nd altern¿Ëlves confrontfng the sen¡1ce are complex a¡d rÊ arc
eeklng for fdeas and euggestlons ftom tnterested ciÈfzene 1ilßê
youraelf.

rn tbe enclosure se have atteûpted to te1l the atory of l{orror
Polnt LaLe. Reoeuber, borever, that ¡rordg alone do not oftco
sufflce. sme of, you have been on the lake¡ others h¿vc t¿lksd
ebouÊ tÈ rith frl.ends, or have heard about ft through nerg rcdl¡.
soæ of, you have fomed coûcluerons, Pleaae read the att¡chcd
carcfully and Lat ue have your thoughts. rf you have qucetton¡r
plecee conÈact ¡¡e fn Moatrose, P, O. ßox 1648, or telcpho,ac
249-9ó61. Reneuber, Curecantl. Recreatlon Area and Morror potrt
l¡La h¡ve n¿Èl.onsl elgnLflcance, other¡rfee the t{atlon¡l perk
s¿rvl.ca rould Dot be fnvolved. All decf.sfone vtll bc ncaniryful
to people far re¡noved fron Montrose, GunuLaon, and Delta countlc¡.
?le¿se be reallstic Ln your conalderatloag. Thtnk of trtrrt you
rould do 1f you Fere responsLbLe for the lahe es f.t te. ¡fn¡t
rculd you do ¡rtth fÈ? Be sure to conslder all aepects bsfora
contog up rlth youtr ênswers.

sæeral poealble alternatfves êre listed, Perhape ne have ovGr-
looked aone. If ¡ye have, ¡re lrould apprecfate your input for coo-
etdcr¿tloa. rf you are attendLng oae of our publfc üectflgt yot¡
slll lrarre been assLgned to a teâm. Each Èeam w111 be a¿tcd lor
Ita flrå.t gg reconmendatíone. 'If you recelve thl,s hsndout ¡¡t .
clvlc Eeetl.ng, through the nall or elseshere, $e ask you for your
thoughte by Decenber 1.5, L974.

lbsak you for your Ínterest in the NatlonaL ?ark Serçl.ce. XÈ ia
oaly rlth fnput from conceraed cl.tlzens that ¡¡e can be¡t ¡d¡f¡fr
tcr the publlc lands rithin our charge,

poaver-

General SuperLntendent



UORROI{ POTNT LAI(E

ctNECAlfII RECREATI,ON AREA

IntroductLon

llorrow Point Lake fs the nlddle lake of the three-Lake chaln of the

Curecantf Storage UnfÈ ProJect. Blue Mesa Lake¡ the largest body of

water Ln the State of Golor¿do, Ls lmedlately to the east, and Crystal

Lake, to be forned by Crystal D¿rn, (now under construcÈfon)rwlll be to

tbe ¡rest, The only access to Þlorrorü PoLnt Lake Ls by tral1 -- dorn

Pl¡e Creek, Curecantl Creek, or from ooe other polnt on State Ufgúay 92.

A fs people carry boats down the Pl.ne Creek trafl.

llorrm Pol.nt Lake was creaÈed tn 1967 wfth the conpletLon of the 469-foot

hígh l{orro¡y Polat Dam. It 1s a narrow, flordlfke body of water beneath

towerlng cenyon wa1Ls, and many consider Lt one of the noet beauÈlful

lakes Ln Colorado. It has a surface area of 817 acreer 1s 11 ulles 1o¡9,

and h¿e s ahorellne of only 24 mlles. The lake Lies deep rfthl.a tbe

Bleck Canyon of the Gunnlson, above the confltrence of the OunnLso¡ and

Cluarron Rlvers. the shorellne fs such that shorelfne developmeats,

faeludlng tralls, are virtually imposslble, The canyon walle rfee vertL-

cally frou the ¡raterts edge along much of the lake. Potentfal sllde

areas alao preclude on-ehore developnent in eone of the nore feeeib¡.e

loc¿tione. the eatfre lake is deep; the water 1s nor¡naIly clear.

the easterly tno-thLrds of the lake ls qulte ûerrow' not more than

10Þ150 feet ¡¡lde fn most places. The $esterly sect{on vldeas ouÈ and

exceede a half nfle ln wldth ln one iocatlon. there are no slzable baye



and inlets; four ¡¡l"nor shore indentations offer lin1Èed shelter Ln case

of severe wind storms. Boat beachlng ís poselble ln many locatfons;

however, the ehoreline is rough and rocky and boaÈs would suffer severe

poundlngs Ln even noderate wfnds. ÞJaLk-out possibilltles from much of
the shoreline are aluoEt lnposslble because of terral.n.

Predonfnant ?Lnds are from both the east and west. Duriag daytlne bours

¡dnds nornally change fron east to weÊt about noon. lhe Long axls of

the lake ls reet to east¡ therefore, a large e:ßpanse of uuprotected

Yater 1s ever-pre6ent' Rubber raft owaers have experl.eoced conslderable

dtfflculty 1u wlnds on the lake.

lllstorv.

lJhen public he¿rlngs rere heLd reLatlng to the Curecaatf RecreaÈlon Area

llaster Plan in late 1969, the Nariona]. Park Servfce stated that Aound

Corral Creek offered the only feasible Locatfon for road access to llorrow

Pol'nt Laker and site for publlc boat-launchlng facLlitÍes. Thl.s resulted

I'n the proposal for a campground, a ranger statl.onn and necess¿ry support

facllltfes in the area' some distance back fron the lahe shore. lotal
cost of planned fmprovements waa to have anounted to approxlnately

$410001000. the keys to this proposed development, rüere fundfog, the

acgulsltion of prlvate Lands for the campground, ranger statÍon, and

parklng arear and the envLronmental impact of the developnent. tater,
fafomstf.on and re$ thoughts pertal.alng to the carrying capacity of the

l.ahe, partlcularly fron a flehery standpol.nt, suggeõted to ûanageûnent
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that unlLüited access to llorrow Polnt Lake ulght not be the courae to

follow. (see attached report from colorado Dlvlslon of lltldLlfe.)

This new knowledge reeulted Ln a plan for a srnall rental"-boat marlna

at l{orrott Point Dan.

plans for a 4o-boat narina, to be anchored to the north upstream face

of the dam, were made. This faeil-fty was to have been operat'ed by a

conceseLoner, and serviced by a shuttle bus also to have been operat'ed

by the conceesloner. other pertinent facts were (a) strlctly a rental-

boat narina with no provfsions for prLvate boats; (b) provfsl'ons for a

larger marina {f condítloas r¡arranted; (c) a lfinltatl'on on sl'ae of

boats and motors; (d) provislon for Èour boats and (e) provisions for

adequate sanitary faclllttes, both at the marlna aod up-lake'

thls plan for the marina at the dam vas dropped a year' ago beceuse of a

last nfnute hlgh-level deternlnatLon by the lt. s. Bureau of Recla¡natl'on

rhat such a faeiLfty would not be totally conpatible slth the overall

operation at the dam. Ermlan sâfety' beeause of the access road' also

played a part in the declslon to withhold lnstal-lation of the deveLop-

ûent at the dan.

Present

The t{atlonal park Servfce 1s agaln back at a starting point. It Ls now

Èhe policy of the servlee to seek public input lnto matters relatlng Èo

publ,fc ifrterest. The potential use of Morrow PoLnt Lake fs of such

rnagnltude that !üe urge the participation of all ¡rho utght be interested

inthelake.Pleasegivecloseconsideratl.ontothefollowlngalterna-

tives, keeping 1n mfnd that additlonal suggestLofis ale relcome'
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1. Leave the lake exactly as is. MaintaLn exietfng tra1l.

2, Realfgn and improve the traLl down Pfne Creek. Add nothlng

e1ee.

3. Reallgn and fnprove the PLne Creek trafl; provLde for

a publfc tour boat at cl-osest practieal polnt along

the oLd railroad grade.

4. Nr¡mber 3, but add a s¡0a1"1 rental-boat oerina where hand-

propelled boats coul"d be rented.

5. Sane as Nr¡mber 4, but change hand-oropelle! boets to

snall power boatg.

6, Construct ån access road from the Bl.ue Mesa powerplant

road to cormecÈ $fth the old raflroad grade. Provl.de fee

shuÈtle bus servLce to a ceûter of operatfon on the old

raÍlroad grade (tour boat dock, rental boat, uarina,

eÈc.). A pubLlc parklng atea ¡yould be neceesary at e

logleal LocatÍon at start of shuttLe bus route.

7. Install chafr-llft access at a logfcal locatlon to a
polnt of operation on the Lake shote.

8. Revfve the origínal llaster Plan concept wfth all-out

developnent at Round CorraL: land acquisLtlon, road

fron Hlghway 50, eanpground, ranger atatl.on, publlc

launchlng raúp, etc,
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9. Coastruct addltional tralls from State Route 92.

l{ote: Traverses along shoreline are extreûeLy Lfm1Èed,

At no place can one travel nore than tlro or three

hr¡ndred yards.

Regardless of the final deetsion on access or use, the National Perk

ServLce ¡rfll necessarlly be reeponsfble for patrol, safety aud sanlta-

tl,on. The oagnltude of these operatlons ¡r1l1 be totally dependent

upoa publLc use.
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.Johô tr|, Vahdêrhoof, Governor

i:;tstlARTMENT OF |IATU RAt- RESiOi'j RCFS

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE
.rack R, 6rlaþ. Ct¡r.ctot
ls¡ûtkruúlÍ
Ëút(¡frl tËÉxrTûú,ôËt$t Ë (Dre)sxl(l€et

P. g. Box ?88
Montrose, Colorado ê1401

September 26t L9?4

Mr. l{arl T. Gilbert, Superintendent
Curecantl Recreation Area
National Park 5e¡vice
P. 0. Box 1648
Montrose, Eolorado 8t4t1t

Dear Mr. Ëilbert:

Morror¡ Polnt Reservoir uas nst stocked by the Division of Lllldtlfe
in 19?t+. Plans for a kokanee-mackinau fishery had t'o be dropped
uhen it u¡as found that mackinar¡ r¡ere movlng out of the reservolr
and kokanee survival r¡as unsatisfactory. Poor kokanee survlval
could be attributed to predation andlor movement out of the
reservoir.

The problem is presently being studied by a fishe¡les research
team. AII of the I9?4 BIue Mesa ralnbo¡d plants uere marked uslng
fluorescent pigment. Rainbor¡ trout movement from Blue Mesa into
Morror¡ Point and its effect on the flshery uill be studled by tha
rËsearch team. Supplemental plants of rainborrr or other 6pecies
r¡ill be made if the etudy resul"ts indicate that plants should be
made.

The ollgotrophïc nature of Morror¡ Point Reservoir pLus
ment through the outlet r¡i1l preclude establishment of
Fishery. Sufflcient fish r¡i11 be present, hourever, to
some angllng opp.ortunlty but the catch per man hour is
to be r¡elI belor¡ the state avÊrãQe.

fish move-
a top rate
afford
expected

The reseãrch Btudy team is expected to complete its r¡ork Ln 1977.

Sincerely,

!l#'ê üalp*u

Lloyd H. Hazzard
tdi IdI if e Biologist I I

Ll{H: jb

cc: C. E TilI

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RËSOURCES, T. W. Ten Eyck, Executive Director . WILDLIFE COMMISSION, B. W. Cool, Chairman

Charles A. Gebauer, Vice Chairman . Dr. J. K. Ghildress, Secretary . Orest Gerbaz, Member . Dean Hull, Member . Ford Strong. Member

Deân Sultle, Member Jean K. Tool, Member ' Vernon C. Williams, Member
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t:

Decenrber 5, L974

Address

In the propoeed development of l{orrow Pofnt Lake l/se favor the

followfng:

NPS SuggestLon No.'-

Other (Please deacrÍbe) ¡


