INTEGRAL VISTA IDENTIFICATION

4
CRATERS OF THE MOON NATIONAL MONUMENT, IDAHO
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Prepared by: Robert J. Hentges ~ ? Zf.f&”
Date

Recommending Official: Robert Je. Hentges OC‘ 209"‘? c

Superintendent Date

— '

Regional Office Approval: N [ ?/7/{0

(egional Diregtor 7 Pate



GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE AREA

Craters of the Moon National Monument lies in south central Idaho within
vast lava fields known as the Snake River Plain. It covers approximately
83 square miles (53,545.05 acres) and lies within Ritte anl Haine
Counties. It is located in the Secord Congressicnal Jistrict. The
monument was established by Presidential proclamation on May 2, 1924,

The nearest major populated communities are over eighty=five miles
distance and comprise the Idaho cities of Twin Falls, Pocatelle and

Idsho Fallse Populations range from 25,000 to 60,000.

Visitation to the park during calendar year 1979 was 220,698. 1980
travel statistics indicate to this point that wvisitor use should be down
slightly from the previous yeare. Few visitors have Craters of the Moon
on their agenda as a major stopping pointe The morument is more or less
a resting spot (overnight camping site) for those traveling east towards
Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks and west towaris the ccast.
Most of the park's visitors are from cut—of-state once the general season
gets underwaye. The average length of stay is approximately four hours
per visitor. Campground usage is heavy with good attemdance at evening
campfire programs and scheduled nature walks. The main visitor-use
season at the momument runs from mid-May to mid-Octobers
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GENERAL INFORMATION=VISTA o=VALUATION

BIG SOUTHZAN BUTTE

Big Southern Butte is an extinct volcano which was fomed arpreximately
60C thousand years agce Other than twc nearby smaller velcances, this
particular volcanic feature stands by itself in the middle of the 3nake
River Plain rising cver 2500 feet above the floor of the scutheasiemrmn
Idano desert. Historically, it served as a distant laninark for travelers
of the Oregon Trail as they entered the Snake HWver Plains zrea. It is a
registered Natural Landmark and is administered b, vhe BRurean of Land
Managements. Although this feature has no relaticn wo the park ard is
referred to nowhere in the park's legislation, it is a site that is of
interest to the park visitor while at Craters of the Moon. g Southern
Butte lies approximately 40 miles ocutside the boundary of the nonumernte.
There is a L=wheel drive vehicle rovad up the volcanc and a fire lookout
structure on its summit. In addition, a number ¢f radic rew:ater stations
are located on its tope However, none of these intrusions c¢n the butte
can be seen from the parke

Trhe only observation points within the Class I secticn of tte menument
in which one can view Big Southern Butte lie in the park's wilde mess
area and the closest of these viewpcints is Big Cinder Butte, Trere is
no access to this butte other than by climbing its slopes and probably
less than a couple of dozen persons a year make the ascent. However,
being that the vista can be viewed from most anywhere in ti= wilierness,
we feel that the air quality between the otservation wcint and the vista
should be preserveds Big Southern Butte can alsc be seer. from rost any-
where in the developed section of Craters of the Moon. Kcwever, being
that this portion of the park is a Class II area, it does not quality for
the protection accorded to a Class I sites We hope, however, that the
Congress will see fit to re-—classify the entire park as a Class I area
in the near future. We feel that it would qualify fer this stutus,

RECOMMENDATION

It is our feeling that the above wvista is recommenlel as bein: invegral
to the area!



10ST RIVER MOUNTAIN RANGE

This vista is prirarily of scenic importance, but has no relaticnshi
whatscever with the resource values being preserved at Craters of tr
Foon Natiocnal Monument. It is simply a relatively barren secticn of
the Iost River Range that is visible from mocct areas of thé parve Its
attractiveness comes primarily during the winter seascn when it is
capred with snowe Also, the air quality and visivility is pest Juricg
this pericd of the year due to the cleansiny action of winier ra.ns nnd
snowse It should te noted here that visitation to vhe moenurent dvring
the wintertime is quite low with most of the visitor zctiviny ing
confined to snowshoeing amnl crosscountry skiinge. Houwiever, ti
Range is definitely one of the features in the backiround that
enjoyment to winter usage of the monument.
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That section of the Lost River Range viewed frorm tle pari b

ik
general is criss—crossed with social roads amd rctorbike trails
addition, a fair parcel of it has been painted with school graiuat
numbers over the past sixty years. However, none of the atove is oer-
ceptible to the naked eye when one is viewing the range from the monument,
a distance of nearly twenty milese It is essentially a *"distant" scenic
vista. The range is also the backdrop for the small community of Arco,
Idaho, with a population of approximately 1,200. Air polluticn from local
activities can at times haze up the view from the monument.

The only observation points within the Class I section or the monument in ’
which one can view the lost River Range lie in the park's wilderness area
and the closest of these viewpoints is Big Cinder Butte. Trerz is no
access to this butte other than by climbing its slopes and probably less
than a couple of dozen persons a year make the ascent. Howaver, reing

that the vista can be viewed from most anywhere in the wilderness, we feel
that the air quality between the observation point and *the vista should be
preservede The lost River Range can also be seen from most anywhere in-the
develoved section of Craters of the Moone. However, being that ilis nortien
of the park is a Class II area, it doss not gqualify for the onrotecticn
accorded to a Class I sitee Ve hope, however, that tbe Congress will see
fit to re-classify the entire park as a Class I area in tre near future.

We feel that it would qualify for this status.

RECOMMENDATION

It is our feeling that the above vista is recommerded as being integral to
the areal



