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Memorandus .
To: Files
From: Acting Reglonal Director, Pacific Borthwest Reglon

Subject: Environmental analysis for the proposed ban on wood fireg
within Craters of the Moon Hatfonal Maquoent.
, -

In 1974, it was felt that some action was needed to protect the limited
nusber of trees in Craters of the Moon National Mommente The treea
were being damaged and/or destroyed by visitors seeking woed for campe
fires. During the 1975 visitor season, fires were allowed only ia the
campground and only with wood collected fraw outside the Homumaont
boundaries. However, the trees are still slowly belng eliminated even
with strict enforcement of the regulation prohibiting use of standing
wood for fires. : “

Two basic alternatives are mow being considered: Continus the status
quo condition whereby wood fires within the Momumsent are discouraged
but are not legally restricted. Prohibit the use of wood firca amywhere
within Monument boundaries except at the Sunset Crater Croup Compground
with wood marked and provided by Monument personnel for fires confined
in fireplaces provided for visitor use, and at the Lava Flow Cazpground

Aophitheater in conjunction with evening cempfire programs wien the fire
is undor’ tha control and supervision of Homument personnels

Within the heavily visited loop drive srea of the Momment, some 6,000
trees wera felled in the 19608 in a mistletoe control effort. Thus,

in an area where trees were already sparso, they were further reduced

in nuober. One of the control zonas included the Momument's only
developed campground which now contains approximately 40 to 50 living
and dead limber pimes. Other than on the north facing slopes of the
cinder cones and a few other locations whera snow conditions faver the
trees, thas limber pine {3 a scattered occupant of the sage-graas
community of the Honuument. Trees are ¢ven mors limited in the wilderness
than in tha developed northern sectioa of the Park.
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The first elternative provides for no changes in the present enforcement
practices regarding wood fires. These practices include inforuming the
backconatry user that wood fires are not allowed in the wilderness and
{nforming campground ugers that wood fires are allowed caly in designated
fireplaces with wood collected fram cutside the Momument boundaries.

Th{s aiternative would result in a further reduction in the number of
troes. In tlie wilderness, this alternative could evea result ln the
poasible elimination of the ghostly pines whose presencs add an all
fmportant elament to the wildarness atmosphere. .

The second alternative would totally ban all wood fires in tha Moaument
except in the north unit group campground and at eveniang campiire
prograws in the amphithoaters It would tend to preserve the limited
nusber of limber pince now exlsting within the Monument, especially in
the campground area. The treca have aesthetic value, and they provide
shade for visitors during tha hot mmmers. : '

Therofore, it is concluded that wood fires will to banned in Craters

of the Moon Naticnal Monument excapt &t the Sunseet Crater Croup Crapgrovnd
and the Lava Flow Campground smphitheater. In conjunction with. imple=
mentation of thls specisl regulation, existing concrste fireplaces in

tha cempground will be replaced with aluminua charcoal grille mounted

on standpipea. Thia action will mot disturb vegetation or soils; the
grills will not interfere with normal traffic patterns establighed by
visitors in the paate. - '

Ho sites on, or eligible for, the "lat lonal Reglster of Historic Places"

- eccur in the Monumante An archeological survey of the Monument was

ceapleted in 1966, and no significant archeological sites or properties
ware located. ' '

The banning of wood fires within the boundaries of Craters of the Moon
Hationzl Monument is not a major federal action significantly affecting
the quality of the human enviromueat and dogs not involve controversys
Thorefore, no enviromnental assessment will be prepared, and ve will
procced to implement the gpecial regulation. '

Edward J. Eurtz

cc: '

Superintendent, Craters of the Hoon
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