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Introduction:

As stated in the Craters of the Moon National Monument enabling
legislation of 1924, the monument "contains & remarkable fissure
sruption together with ite asscciated volcanic conege, craters, rifts,
lava flows, caves, natural bridges, and other phenomena characteristic
of volecanic action which are of unusual scientific and general
interest”. Approximately 80% of the monument is contained within the

designated wildernesa area established by Congress on October 23,
1970. Craters of the Moon wae one of the firet National Park Service

areas to receive wilderness designation. This area was designated
wilderness because of the unique geologic featuree and outstanding
opportunity for solitude. This 43,243 acreg area is subject to
management guidelines set forth in the 1964 Wilderness Act and NPS
management policies.

‘The mandate set forth in the Wilderness Act states that these areas
are to be "administered for the use and enjoyment of the American
people in such manner as will leave them unimpaired for future use and
enjoyment as wildernese, and 80 ag tc provide for the protection of
these areas, the preservation of their wilderness character’.

The Craters of the Moon Wilderness Area is a pristine area with
minimal human influence and truly outstanding opportunities for
wilderness solitude. We are fortunate to have the opportunity to
manage the area to preserve the wilderness character and prevent
impacts, rather than to try to restore that character through
mitigation of impacts.

This management plan also includes backcountry areas which sre
undeveloped and essentially natural in character that are not within
the deeignated wilderness area. Therefore, the term "backcountry”
includes but is not limited to that portion of the monument that is
deglgnated wilderness.




Description of Area

The majority of the monument is backcountry /wilderness in character.
It includes approximately nine miles of the Great Rift, a weak zone in
the earth’s crust which resulted in the area’s geologic phenomena. The
backcountry contains many geologic formations associated with
volcanism, including cinder cones, lava flows, apatter cones, fissures,
and tree molds. -

Elevations in the backcountry range from 5330 ft. to 7725 £t. Although
water sources do exist in cracks and lava tubes, there is very little
water and it can be intermittent and unreliable . The climate is arid
with summer highs in the ninetles (F) and winter lows below 0 (F).
Average annual precipitation is 16 inches, with most moisture in the
form of winter snows.

‘Although much of the area may appear rather barren, vegetation grows
in cracks where soil accumulates and on clder cinder cones and lava
flows where s0il has developed. The major vegetation types are
sagebrush/grass complexes which are the climax community for the
Snake River Plain. Other common vegetation types are the limber
pine/bitterbrush complexes.

Mammalian species in the wilderness range from small rodents and bats
to mule deer and coyote. Historically, grizzly bears and bighorn sheep
inhabited the area.

The Bureau of Land Management proposed Great Rift Wilderness Area
(341,000 acres) surrounds the Craterse of the Moon Wilderneegs Area on

the south, west, and east. This area is currently managed under the
BLM Interim Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under
Wilderness Review. :

A Baseline Resource Inventory was completed in 1988. This inventory
included vegetation, wildlife, and lichen species within the backcountry
and wilderness portions of the monument.




Current Uszse/Condition

Most visitors to the monument appreciate the backcountry as part of
the scenic beauty. Only a limited number of hikere and backpackers use
the wilderness area. Access is primarily from the developed portion of
the monument. The Great Rift is the most heavily used portion of the
backcountry. An abandoned fire road extends approximately 5 miles
south from the Tree Molds Parking Lot to the northwest side of
Sentinel Cone. This o0ld road/trail is the main access route into the
wilderness.

DAY USE: Most hiking groups are small, from one to five people. An -
exception is educational groups of 15 to 20 hikers which scometimes use
the wilderness. Day use 1e minimal based on trallhead parking use and
personal observation of rangers in the backcountry.

" OVERNIGHT USE: Overnight camping requires a special use permit. For
the period 1984-1888, the wilderness received an average of
approximately 120 user nights per year. Groups are usually small, -
averaging two to three per party. Under regulations established in
1984, large groups (12-18 people) do occasionally camp in the
wilderness. Generally, groups stay out only one or two nightes since all
water must be carried in.

Camping is not permitted in the North End Unit, except in the Group
Campground. Day uase in this area is light.

At present, there are no established campsites. The only restrictions
on campsite selection are: 1) parties must camp within the wildernese
boundary (except in winter); 2) camping is not permitted within one mile
of the Tree Molds Trailhead; 3) open fires are prohibited. The Echo
Crater area receives the majority of the camping usge. There are
approximately 4 camp areas inside Echo Crater that have been
established by use and show minimal impacts. The main impacts are bare
ground areae, a ninimal amount of litter, rock wind breaks, and fire
rings (although fires are not permitted). The bare ground aresas are
primarily due to removing rocks rather than vegetative damage,
although some vegetative damage has occurred.

The only signs of recent human impact are along the trall corridor.into
the Echo Crater area, in Echo Crater, and the route into Carey Kipuka
from BLM lands. A cement water trough at Little Prairie Waterhole,.
apent aircraft ammunition casings, and campsites In the Fissure Butte
area are remnants of historic uee.




The remainder of the wilderness area is virtually pristine. Few people
camp beyond Echo Crater and only a small percentage day hike beyond
this area - mainly to Fissure Butte, and very rarely to the Vermillion
Chagm area. Signs of human impact are almost nonexistent.

HORSE USE: Two stock parties, with 6 and twelve head, have requested a
permit since 1984. Neither of these groups travelled beyond The
Sentinel.

WINTER USE: During pericds of snow accumulation (mid-November to mid-
April), the Leoop Drive is closed to motorized vehicles. In many ways;,
the frontcountry becomes the backcountry since visitore muset ski or
snowshoe to travel beyond the hsadquarters area. Day use is common
on weekends with good conditicns (as high as thirty skiers per day),
while weekday use is sporadic. Cvernight use is rare since fires are
.not permitted and temperatures are frequently below zero. Visitors’
“usually camp in the Cavee Parking Lot, where overnight use is allowed
with a permit only during the winter. Wilderness use is almost
nonexistent in the winter months because users must ski or snowshoe
several miles Just to reach the wilderness boundary. .




Management Objectives

~-To preserve and protect the wilderness resources, including the
primevsl character and influence referred to in the Wilderness Act. To

protect the natural proceesesz and relationghipe from human impacts.

-To provide for visitor use with maximum freedom; using the minimum
restrictions necessary to protect and pregerve the wildernees
resource and the wilderness experience for all visitors.

-To encourage wise visitor use by education, example, and management.

-To develop an active monitoring program to provide data for
nanagement decisions. To mitigate any impacts in order to maintain
current resource conditions.

" -To manage the wilderness area within the regulatlons/zuidelines
established by the Wilderness Act, the NPS 12-Point Plan, NPS

» the Servicewide Task Force on Wilderness Policy
and Management, and the Pacific Northwest Region Wilderness
Management Progran.

-To encourage research within backcountry/wilderness arsas to
increase knowledge of the ecosystem without impacting the ecologicsl
or social resource.

-Ultimately, to pass on the wilderness resource for future enjoyment.




Hapnagzment Technigues/Issues

The Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) gystem ie & decision/management
process in which emphasie i on scceptable resgource conditions. Once
those conditione are identified, management decisione are based on
preserving or achieving thoege acceptable conditione. It is & nine step
procese ae listed below:

1) Identify area concerns/issues

2) Define opportunity clasgees

3) Select indicatore of resource and gocial conditicne

4) Inventory current conditiore

5) Specify standards for indicators from gtep 3

68) Identify alternative opportunity class allocations

7) Identify management actione for each alternative

8) Evaluate/select an alternative

9) Implement management actions and monitor regource

At the current levels of use and resource condition, it is impractical
to implement the LAC System at Craters of the Moon National Monument
However, some of the steps and concepte are important in any
wildernese management plan. An sctive resource mordtoring program will
be instituted to assure resource protection.

Qeportunity Clagges:

In ¢rder to provide a variety of wilderness and backcountry
experiences, three opportunity classes have been defined within the

CRMO backcountry (see figure 1 for map):

Backecountyry: The Backcountry Opportunity Class includes all
undeveloped and essentially natural areas ocutside the boundaries of
the wilderness area. Camping is not permitted in this clags except in
the Group Campground and, during the winter months, at the Caves Area.
Day uee and associated impacts are moderate. Day use does not A
require a permit, except in the North End Unit. In this opportunity
class, more human impacts and social contacts are acceptable than in
the other two opportunity classes.




Eripitive: The Primitive Opportunity Class is the portion of the
wilderness area along the trail area from the Tree Molds Parking Area
to the Sentinel area, including the Echo Crater camping areas and the
Yellowjacket, Beares Den, and Little Prairie Waterholes. This ig the
primary wildernese day and overnight use area. It recelves the
majority of the wilderness visitor use and impacts, although both are
minimal. This area also has the highest potential for social encounters
in the wilderness area, although encounters are rare. A moderate
amount of human impact and social contacts are acceptable in this
opportunity class. Portions of this opportunity class are already’
impacted, thus management strategy is to restrict impacts to '
previously impacted areas. Horses (day use only) are permitted on the
trail in this area. Overnight users will be encouragsd to camp at Echo
Crater.

Existine: The Pristine Opportunity Class is the remainder of the .

¢ wilderness area which receives very little use and impacts of man are
virtually unnoticeable. A minimum of human impacts and social contacts
are acceptable within this area. Management strategy will be to
disperse any use to avoid impacts. Campers will be encouraged to camp
where no sign of previous impact exists, to limit stays to one night in
any particular site, and to leave the area unimpaired. Horese use is not
permitted in this area. :

Current conditions in all three opportunity clscses are well below any
etzziards that might be set. Current low levele of use and untrammeled

ce conditions make it impractical to establish LAC standards at
Li" uime. As such, a short-term (5-10 years) management objective is
to monitor vieitor usée and maintain current conditions. Conditions will
be monitored annually and the management strategy re-evaluated every
other year to determine if an LAC syetem is warranted.

N
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Use Regulatione:

PERMITS: A backcountry permit is required for any party planning to
backpack (overnight) into the wilderness or camp at the Caves Area
(during winter monthe). A permit is also required for day use in the
North End and for day uese by horse parties. No hikers or bicyecles are
permitted in the North End Unit during hunting zeason.

GROUP SIZE: Research has shown that large parties cause more
resource damage than small parties. Social impact on the experience of
solitude is alsc greater with large groups. It is particularly important
to establish group size limits to minimize ecological damage in areas
where impact is likely to occur rapidly, such as relatively undisturbed
areas. The Craters of the Moon Wilderness Ares is a virtually
undisturbed area. A size limit of 12 people per party has been
.established to preserve these pristine conditions.

“(See Appendix A for Uet of references)

STOCK USE: A epecial permit is regquired for backcountry stock use and
users must register at the Visitor Center. Party eize is limited to 12
head and overnight staye are prohibited. A permit will be issued for
only one stock group per day. Stock ig restricted to a designated
route as specified in the permit, and must comply with all applicable
CFR regulations. The designated route iz entirely within the primitive
opportunity class. Grazing of stock is generally not an issue since
overnight use is prohibited, If parties wish to feed horses during
their day trip, pelletized feed must be carried in. Grazing is not
permitted. Each group ls responsible for cleaning the loading/unloading
area after the trip. (See Appendix B for research and permit
procedures pertaining to stock use)

PETS: Pets are not permitted in backcountry/wilderness areas.

CAMPING: Although no designated campsites exigt, the Echo Crater area
contains several campsites established through use. Any backpackers
who wish to camp within the primitive opportunity class will be
encouraged to use these sitee to limit the amount of resource damage.

Within the pristine opportunity claes, backpackers will be encouraged
to disperse use by camping on areas that do not appear to have been
uzed before. They will alsc be asked to camp for only one night in any
glven site and to leave little sign that the site was used when they
leave.




Camping i1s not permitted within one mile of the Trae Mclds Parking
area.

Camping is not permitted in the backcountry opportunity class,

including the North Eand. There are two exceptions: the Caves Area
during winter months and the Group Campsite within the North End Unit,

WATER: Since 1520, many of the waterholes have dried up or appear to
be doing so. There is no reliable source of water. The limited amount
of water present in the wilderness iz very important to wildlife,
especially birds. Drinking from waterholes also presents the
possibility of contracting Glardia or other health hazards. For these
reasons, all visitores sre urged to carry enough water to sustain them
for the duration of their stay. A minimum of twc gallons per person per
day is recommended during the summer.

CAMPFIRES: Woodfires are prohibited throughout the monument to
preserve the resource. Backpackere are encouraged to carry a stove.

CACHES: The storage of water, supplies, and/or equipment by the public
is not permitted.

SANITATION: As a general principle of minimum impact, anything that is
carried into the backeountry will be carried out slso. Litter will not
be disposed of in the backcountiry.

Proper sanitation requires that human waste be disposed of in cinder
fields at least one hundred yards from any water source. The "cathcle"
method of burying human waste will be used,

ATRCRAFT AND MOTCORIZED EQUIPMENT:

Wilderness: Public use of mechanical and motorized equipment, including
bicycles and aircraft, 18 not permitted within the wilderness area.

Backcountry: Bicycle use will be permitted in the North End of the
monument beginning in 1990. A permit must be obtained at the visitor
center. Bicycles must remain on established roadwaysg at all timee. No
permits will be issued for bieycling in the North End during hunting
season. Bicycles are not permitted elsewhere in the backcountry.
Public use of other mechanical and motorized equipment is not
permitted in any backeountry areas, including the North End.
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Management Practices:

EDUCATION/INFORMATION: Education to promote wise and safe wilderness
use ie lmperative for resource protection. Every party issued a
backcountry permit will be glven the wildernese handout (appendix C).
Information on the following topics will be emphasized to both day and
overnight hikers:

-Resource protection/minimum impact technigques

-Regulations concerning backcountry use

-No water in all backcountry areas

-Hazards of backeountry travel, especially those unique

to volcanic areas: Precautions to be observed,

including equipment/clothing necessary

Information is provided to all visitors in the park newspaper
distributed at the entrance station.

Wilderness issues and values have been emphasized in interpretive
Programming. With a movement toward focusing most Interpretive
Programs on resource mansgement concerns, this topic will continue to
receive attention in the future.

There are plans to include the topic of wildernese in two future
rublications.

TRAINING: Training is a very important aspect of any management
program. All park employees ghould receive training in wilderness
values, resources, management tools, and minimum impact techniques.
Any employee may be called upon to provide information to the public

when working or recreating in the wilderness area. Exploration of the
backcountry during off-duty hours ie encouraged to provide accurate
and timely information to the public.

Seasonal employees are glven a one day orientation to the wilderness
during the seasonal training session. Wilderness legislation, values,
regulations, and minimum impact techniques will be emphasized in
addition to the exposure to this particular wildernese area.

northweet side of Sentinel Cone. Hikers will be encouraged to use thie
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An exception to this policy will be made for the Tree Molde Trail, which
will receive minimal maintenance to provide for visiter safety and to
prevent resource degradation.

PATROLS: At current use levels, an intensive schedule of backecountry
patrols is not warranted. However, several patrole will be made into
the wilderness annually to monitor use and resource damage. Any fire
ringe or wind breaks in Echo Crater will be destroved and litter
removed. These actions will be documented, conditions and use
monitored to determine if incressed patrols are needed.

SIGNS: Signe will be kept to a minimum in backcountry areas. Signe will
be placed at the main access points along the wilderness boundaries to
inform hikers that they are eatering a wilderness area. Only signs for
trail orientation will be ingtalled within the wilderness area. Approval
. Will be obtained through the park wilderness coordinator for

" Installation of any signs within the wildernese area.

No mileage will be posted for destinations under one mile in
backcountry areas and no mileage will be posted within the wilderness.
Signs and poste will be constructed of unpainted wood with routed and
burned-in one inch Gothic capital letters. Posts will be firmly
implanted at least 24 inches deep. The base of the sign text will not be
more than 24 inches above ground level. Signs will not be affixed to
trees, rocks, or other natural features.

AIRCRAFT AND MOTORIZED EQUIPMENT: No non-emergency administrative
use of mechanical and motorized equipment (including bicycles) within
the wildernees area will be permitted. Any non-emergency
administrative use of this equipment (with the exception of vehicles
and bicycles in the North End} in the backcountry opportunity class will
be timed to cause the lsast disturbance to the solitude.

Visitor use of any mechanical and motorized equipment is not rermitted
in wilderness or backcountry areas (except for bicycle use in the North
End).

INTERAGENCY COORDINATION: Relationships will be developed with BLHM
personnel mansging the adjacent Great Rift Wilderness Study Area to
identify common concerns and increase consistency in management
rpractices. '
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SEARCH AND RESCUE: Since the monument has proprietary Jjurisdiction,
the Butte County Sheriff is primarily responsible for search and
rescue operations. The nonument maintaine a rescue cache capable of
outfitting a six-person crew and provides back-up assistance and
equipment to the Sheriff as directed, A National Park Service laison
will work with the sheriff to insure that resource damage is kept to a
minimum, particularly within the wilderness area. SAR operationa will be
reported in accord with the Pacific Northwest Regional Emergency
Operations Plan.

FIRE MANAGEMENT: The current Fire Management Plan provides details as
to specific policies and procedures concerning fire management.
Constraints imposed by wilderness designation will be considered in any
fire management decigione.

AIR QUALITY: The air quality of the wilderness ares will be managed for
;; minimal degradation as required for Class 1 areas in the Clean Air Act.
" The Craters of the Moon Air Msnagement Flan is scheduled for
completion and will provide specific policies and procedures,

CAVE MANAGEMENT: Caves or lava tubes within the backcountry area will
be managed in accordance with policies and procedures in the Cave
Management Plan.

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT: Vegetation, particularly exotic species, will
be managed according to policies and procedures contained in the
Vegetation Management Plan. Minimum tool considerations will be
important in decisions concernuing the wilderness area.

encouraged provided that the physical, biologicsl, and social resources
sre not compromised. As a general rule, research that could be
successfully conducted outeide the monument will not be permitted. A
épecial permit is required for any research projecte.
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MONITORING: An active resourcs monitoring program will be instituted to
determine use and iupact levels. Photo points will be eetablizhed at
the Echo Crater campaives to Provide annual documentation of
conditions. Several hikes will be made into other portions of the
wildernees each year to document resource conditions.

Overnight use levels will continue to be tabulated from backcountry
permits on a monthly basis. Annual use data will be monitored to
determine when a complete LAC program is needed:
Factor: &mount of overnight visitor use
Indicator: Annual number of user nights
Standard: Increase of more than 25% in three year average
values for annual user nightes
Managemant Action: Evaluation of need for full LAC program
with eetablishment of additional factors,
indicators, and standards.

" Monitoring of permanent vegetation transecte and deer and bird
censusing, as part of the Baseline Resource Inventory, will continue in
backecountry and wilderness arecas.

Use and conditions wili be monitored to determine if re-evaluation of
sanitation management Procedures are necessary.

Alr gquality monitoring will continue at present or increased levels.
REVIEW: At a maximum interval of two years, all monitoring data will be

analyzed and the Backeountry/Milderness Management Plan will be
reviewed and/or revised.
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1. Gensral

A. Intxoduction
A Backcountry Use Permit is reguired for use of horses

within the monument. A parmit is required for each party
and for each visit. There is no charge for the permit. The
purpose of this permit is to minimize adveree impsots

and to ensure compliance with special requirements.

The uee of horses within the monument is sllowed for
vieltor enjoyment upder the following conditione and
restrictions:

-DRay _Uge Only - Overnight stays with stock are prohibited.
-Group Size - Parties are limited to & maximum of 12 head

of atoolk,

-W- B8 - A permit will be issued for only one stock
Eroup per 4

-Regd don -~ Users must register at the Visitor Center. _

-Leglanated Routs - Use is allowed only on the designated
‘rimitive Opportunity Class of the

wildernees aresa. Travel off the designated trail is

prohibited. See attached map for route.

-Beat Stovs - Anlmale should be dispersed along the trail

when stopping. '

-Clean Up - Bach party is responsible for cleaning the

loading/unloading area when viazit is completed.

-Eead - Grazing is not permitted. Pelletized feed must be

carried for any feeding.

In addition, users must comply with all current
regulations,particularly 36 Code of Federal Regulations
2.16 Horees and Pack Animale.

Section 2.18 reads as follows:

The Following are prohibited:

(a) The use of andmale other than those designated as "pack
animals” for purposee of transporting equipment.

(b) The use of horses or pack animals outside of trails,
routes, or areas deaignated for their use.

(e) The use of horses or pack animals on a park road,
except: (1) where such travel is necessary to cross to or
from dezignated trails, or areae, or privately owned
property, and no alternstive trails or routes have been
designated, or (2) when the road hss been cloged to motor
vehicles.




(@) Free-trailing or locse-herding of horses or pack

animals on traile, except as designated.

(e) Allowing horses or pack animals to proceed in excess of a
slow walk when passing in the immediate vicinity of persons on
foot or bicycle,

(£) Obstructing a trail, or making an unreasonable noise or
gesture, considering the nature and purpose of the actor's
conduct, and other factors that would govern the conduct of
4 reasonably prudent person, while horees or pack animals
are passging.

(g) Viclation of conditions which may be established by the
superintendent concerning the use of horses or pack

-All wood fires are prohibited within the monument.
Charcoal fires are restricted to grates provided in the
campground.

-Firearms are prohibited.

-Collecting or deetroying any natural or cultural object is
erohibited.

~Horees are not permitted in the campground.
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APPENDIX C: Backcountry Permit Procedures

Backecountry Psrmite 11/89

Approximately 80% (43,243 acres) of the monument is designated
wilderneas area. The Craters of the Moon Wildernees Area was
establiched by Congrees on October 23,1870. The Wilderness Act defines
wildernese as "undeveloped Federal land retaining its primeval
character..with the imprint of man's work substantizlly unnoticeable...
which has outstanding opportunities for solitude". This designation
carries special management responsibilities for Craters of the Moon.
The act states that these areas are to be "protected and managed so

as to preserve its natural conditions”,

The Backcountry Use Permit System was establiched to enaure visitor
safety and to protect the wilderness resources. Wilderness use at
Cratere of the Moon is very light and the wilderness area is relatively
pristine. By requiring a permit, contact with users before they eanter
the wilderness is ensured. The user can be informed of potential
aafety hazards, pertinent regulations, and minimun impact techniques.
Statistics from the pormits are collected to monitor visitor use and

to make management decisions.

‘OQpportunity Clagses

For management purpoges, the backcountry/wilderness at Craters has
been divided into three opportunity classes (see attached map). Each
opportunity class is managed in a slightly different manner.

BACKCOUNTRY: all undeveloped areas outside the designated wilderness

and the n.oat impacts.
PRISTINE: the portion of the wildernees which is virtually untouched by
man.

Eermita

-A permit is required for overnight uee in the wilderness area;
for horse use in the wilderness area; and for day use in the North End
(Including Lieyele use). No permits will be issued for the North End
during hunting season in the fall.

-Permite are free.

-Each party must obtain a permit and carry it with them.

-Permits for wildernees use should be issued by personnel
familiar with the wildernese area.

-The permit is completely filled out ss ehown on the attached
examplee. The hiker iz given the top white copy with the attached wire.
ghe other two coples are turned in to the Resource Mansgement

pecialist. .




Canplng

BACKCOUNTRY CPPORTUNITY CLASS: No camping permitted, except in Caves
Area during the winter and in the group campsite.

PRIMITIVE OPPORTUNITY CLASS: Encourage people to camp in Echo Crater.
There are several nice campeites that have been established by use
within the crater. To minimize resource damage, it is best if people

- utilize these sites rather than create new ones.

PRISTINE OPPORTUNITY CLASS: Since this area is so pristine, the
management objectivas here is to disperze use. People should camp in
areas that show no elgn of previocus campers and leave no sign that
they have camped there. Towards this end, a particular campsite should
only be used for one night.

Bicycle Use

Bicycles are permitted for day use in the North End only. Bicycles must
remain on established dirt roads at all times. No permit for bicycling
will be issued during hunting season in the fall.

A permit will be completed in the same manner as for hikers or stock
use. Under Primary Method of Travel note "Bicycles'. On the Campsite
nape space on the right half of the permit write "Day uee only".

Bicycles are not permitted off of paved roadways in other portione of
the Monument.

Regulaticns

-Pets are not permitted in wilderness or backcountry areas.

~Woed fires are not permitted in the monument. Backpacking
gtoves must be used for cooking.

-Party size is limited to 12 peocple.

-For Horse party regulations, see specific horse use sheet.

-No visitor use of mechanized or moterized equipment ie
permitted in the wilderness or backcountry areas (EXCEPT for bicycle
use in the North End). -

~No caching of equipment/supplies by visitors is permitted.

Safety

-Drinking water is not available in the wilderness ares. There
are a few waterholes, but there ic not much water. This water is very
important to the wildlife and may also contain parasites, bacteris, etc.
During hot weather, hikers should carry at least two gallons of water

per person per day.




-Visitore must understand the inherent dangers of crose-
country travel in lava areas. The lava is uneven and sharp.
Summer temperatures can be very hot on the black lava - much hotter
than in the visitor center area. Route finding can be difficult.

In winter, route finding iz much more difficult. Snow can hide
holeas in the lava. Winter temperatures can be extremely cold.

-Visitore should be advised to take a topographical map and

Mindmum Impact Technicues

-Everything that is carried into the wilderness should be carried
out. Keeping the wilderness pristine is averyone’s responsibility.

-Human waste will be disposed of in cinder areas using the
‘cathole” method. Waste will be buried 6 inches deep and at least 100
varde from any waterholes.

-All natural resources, including wildlife, are protected. Hikers
should “leave only footprints snd take only photog"!




FILL PERMIT IN COMPLETELY!
See examples cof hiker, blke, stock permits on following pages.

Visitore name and address are needed.

To Visit: is always CRNO

Complete both start and finish dates.

Location of entry/exit: usually Tree Molds Lot or Highway 20
Primary Method of Travel: foot, horse, or bicycle

Number of People/Number of Stock: fill in appropriate numbers. A stock
group will have both people and stock spaces completed.

Campeite Name: £111 in appropriate area name and number of nighte at
each site for overnight permits.

In the space below campeite name, note any pertinent regulations.
Ususally this is “no wood fires" and "carry water”. Sometimes "no pets"
vwould apply. For Horse/bicycle permits, write "day use only". For bikes,
also write "remain on established roads".

In the remarks section, note any vehicle description &nd license number
(including state).

Be sure to have the hiker sign and date the permit. The issuing ranger
should also sign the permit.

REMEMBER:

-Bikes are ONLY permitted on established roads in the North End.

-Only one stock group permit will be issued per day.

-Group size is limited to 12 people or stock.

-No permits will be issued for the HNorth End during hunting seasgon in
the fall. :

-Stock and bike groups cannot stay overnight.

-A BACKCOUNTRY USE HANDOUT WILL BE GIVEN TO EVERY GRQUP OBTAINING A

PERMIT.
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APPENDIX C: Visitor Handout
HANDOUT IS BEING DEVELOPED. WILL BE INCLUDED UPON COMPLETION.
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