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INTRODUCTION 

This Historic Structure Report (HSR ) has been prepared to document the history of 
Frank Slav en ' s Roadhouse and to recommend appropriate preservation treatments in 
compliance with N.P. S . Guidelines and the Secretary of the Interior ' s Guidelines for 
Rehabilitation. Slaven ' s Roadhouse is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and is a culturally significant structure to Yukon-Charley Rivers Presenre 
(YUCH) . Emergenc y stabilization of the log and lumber building was first recommended 
in 1982. Since the n additional research and a site i nvestigation have provided the 
data base of information needed to prepare this report. Historic American Building 
Survey (HABS ) drawin,gs and photographs were prepared and current research has 
explored the architectural history of the site. 

Slav e n's Roadhouse i s a geographic and historic landmark along the historic Yukon 
River transportation corridor. Nomi nated to the National Register of Historic Places 
in July 1987, as part of the Yukon River Lifeways thematic group, the roadhouse 
retains its histori c and architectural integrity and continues to this day to s helter 
river travelers . S laven' s Roadhouse, whe n rehabilitated , will continue to provide 
lodging to the river traveler in a manner compatible with its historic use a nd will 
serve as a National Park Service (NPS ) visitor contact station. 

Frank Slaven pros pected for gold on the Yukon at the turn of the century and made a 
place for himself in the Coal Creek mining community until 1938 when he left Alaska. 
His roadhouse occupied a signi ficant role in the livelihood of the t hriving river 
community in t he 1930's. The roadhouse i s historically associated with the mining 
theme at Coal Creek camp. It is equally important because of its association with 
the river transportation and its association with the trappers, geologists, 
travelers, and prospectors attracted to t he region. 

Slav e n' s Roadhouse was first identified by the National Park Service in Yukon 
studies , a Historic Resources study prepared by Mary Webb Grauman in 1982. Slav en ' s 
was later identified as one of six major contributing sites for the historic Yukon 
mining theme of the preserve. During a preliminary site visit in 1982, Steve 
Peterson, arc hitect NPS, prepared a condition assessment of the log and wood frame 
roadhouse and the three remaining outbuildings; a greenhouse, a shed , and a 
s mokehouse . Subsequent fieldwork in the s ummers of 1982, 1984, and 1985 provided 



I. ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

A. Name of Structure and Locations: The Frank Slaven Roadhouse is located on the 
south bank of the Yukon River approximately 300 yards from its confluence with Coal 
Creek. Set back approximately 100 1 from the Yukon River bank and 200 1 from the 
water ' s edge, the building is oriented on a north south axis. It lies approximately 
65 miles upriver from Circle, and 100 miles downriver from Eagle, Alaska on the USGS 
Charley River Quadrangle, UTM Coordinates: 07.7249000.401040. The List of Classified 
Structures ( LCS ) number is YU RI040A 23116 as listed in the park report for YUCH and 
it is alternatively labeled as Frank Slaven's and Slaven's Roadhouse. The 4 acre 
rectangular site is defined by the following boundaries: 700' along the Yukon river 
bank : 250 1 back from the river's edge to include all identified cultural resources. 

B. Proposed Use of the Structure: The roadhouse is presently the highest · 
preservation priority in the preserve. It's prime river location makes it very 
visible to park visitors and an obvious choice for a visitor contact station for the 
estimated 200 to 300 recreational visitors on the river each year. Slaven' s 
Roadhouse is the largest and is in the best general condition of any historic 
structu re in YUCH. The roadhouse is accessible by both water and air. 

The proposed use of the roadhouse will, in the short term, continue to use the second 
floor as a ranger station/quarters and reserve the first floor for public use. Long 
term management of the Coal Creek drainage may include the construction of a separate 
ranger station to be located remote from the Slaven's Roadhouse site. At that time 
the roadhouse will be used entirely for public lodging. The proposed use is 
compatible with the original use of the roadhouse. The historic character of the 
building is not jeopardized by this arrangement as the space was historically and 
architecturally divided for both private dwelling and public boarding. 

C. Justification for Such Action: This action provides for the preservation of 
a significant historic resource. 

congress recognized the historic values of the Yukon~charley Rivers area and directed 
i n t he enabling legislation that, among the many purposes of the Preserve, the 
National Park Service was to "protect and interpret historical sites and events 
associated with the gold rush on the Yukon River. 11 Of the 160 historic sites 
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II. PHYSICAL HISTORY AND ANALYSIS 

A. Arc heologica l Section: Archeological surveys were conducted at Slaven ' s by NPS 
archeologists Harve y .Shields in 1983, by Terry Alldritt, Karlene Leeper and Bill 
Goebel in 198 5 and by Paul Gleeson and Tim Smith, in September 1989. The primary 
goals of the 1989 s urve y were to 1) to determine, if possible, the size and 
foundation construction details of the e ntryway, 2 ) sample the historic artifact 
scatter at the three doorways, 3 ) determine if there was ever a doorway located at 
the north elevation of the building and 4) provide clearance around the perimeter of 
the building to facilitate foundation repl acement. 

A total of 4 test pits were dug at the site unearthing very little and very few 
artifacts. Test pits 1. and 4 were dug at the south door , test pit 3 at the east door 
and test pit 2 at the north door. In test pit 4 the discovery of drier soil withi n 
approximately 6 ' of the south elevation suggests that the south wall of the entry 
could have e xte nded to that point. Stratigraphic evidence also suggested t hat the 
drier sod corresponded to the east west boundaries of the former entry. The 
approximate 6' width of the entry is known from the pattern of differential 
weathering on the south e l evation of the roadhouse around the doorway. No trace of 
a prepared foundation was found for the e ntry. 

Additional artifacts of little analytical value were also found in test pits 1 and 
4. Test pits 2 and 3 contained no artifacts. The lack of artifacts in the test pits 
was noted by the archeologists and they s uspect that bulldozer use· by previous owners 
of the site cleared off any random scatter . 

Based on the archeological and historic photographic evidence it has been determined 
that the missing entry could be reconstructed to its original dimensions. It was 
also determined that · the proposed reconstruction would have no effect on 
archeological resources. The regional archeologist will be contacted in the event 
that any concealed archeological resources are encountered during the construction 
process. 



1 . 
way. Lead dogs, the momentum for any good dog team, often shared space in the 
roadhouse with their masters. 2 

Freighters also used these trails and hauled loads from Eagle during the winter 
months at first with horses and later with the more reliable dog team. Loads were 
moved with three sleds to a team. Each dog pulled an average of 150 pounds to the 
mail carrier dog whic h averaged 50 pounds. A secondary network of carrier cabins 
spaced at 20 to 30 miles spans, sheltered carriers and . freighters as well as 
transient prospectors and trappers. 

Most supplies for the various mining operations on the creeks and streams were 
shipped in by boat downriver from Skagway and Whitehorse by way of Dawson3 or upriver 
from Circle. Although the Alaska Railroad never ventured into the upper Yukon region 
it did briefly challenge the waterway for the profitable passenger and freight 
traffic trade. In 1922, the railroad began to offer riverboat service from Nenana. 
Eventually a compromise was reached between the Alaska Railroad and American Yukon 
Navigation securing the upper Yukon from Dawson to Tanana for the riverboat 
companies. The railroad gained control of the stations along the lower river from 
Nenana as far as Holy Cross. Gasoline and diesel engines often powered the boats but 
wood remained the most common fuel, creating a most certain tie between boat and 
shoreline as cords of wood were hauled on board at least once a day. 4 

Slaven ' s Roadhouse: 

Frank Slaven, Coal Creek placer miner and longtime resident , likely speculated on the 
economic advantages of building on this year round arctic highway when he established 
his roadhouse not far from its shores in 1930. Slaven staked discovery claims along 
Coal Creek as early as 1905 and eventually came to own rights to half the valley by 
the time most of the a~ea's claims were leased to General Alexander McRae of Gold 
Placers, Inc. in 1935. Slaven ' s claims were often jointly held and among his 
numerous associates were William Intyre one of the original owners and founders of 
the Dawson Ne ws and of the Fairbanks News, later the News - Miner, Harold Malstrom, 
onetime owner and publisher of the Dawson News, A.H. Dever, and Albert Forrest of 
Juneau as we ll as a number of other men from Dawson. 5 Two other nearby claims were 
staked by John B. Slaven, possibly a relative of Frank Slaven. 

No specific date is known for when Slav en arrived in the Coal Creek area but his 
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five years later in a-area that had little economic potential with an established 
roadhouse at Woodc hopper wa s very risky. Commercial interests had not yet ventured 
into Coal Creek and the known geology did "not encourage the hope for finding 
commercial gold deposits." 14 However, two groups of claims along the creek, Slaven' s 
and another upstream , were considered valuable and field geologist J.B. Mertie, Jr. 
wrote in 1930: 

These two groups of claims which together comprise 7 miles of placer ground on Coal 
Creek, should be thoroughly prospected and if possible should be mined as a unit. 
This should make a good hydraulic v enture for some company, for coal Creek always 
has plenty of water , and mining would therefore not be at a disadvantage, as it 
is on some of the smaller gold- bearing creeks tributary to the Yukon. 15 

Slaven who was over sixty when the roadhouse was built was probably looking to 
supplement hi s prospecting income. According to local accounts he was not the most 
likely resident to open a roadhouse. Though by one account he was the "hardest 
working man", h e wa s also remembered as a miser who saved all the money "he took out 
of Coal Creek then went to Seattle and died before he could enjoy it. 1116 He was a 
short, broad s houldered nervous man. He was seen as "a loner" with an unusual 
affection for animals. 17 Building a new roadhouse on a remote stretch of the Yukon 
in 1930 was not the most sound business venture. Built so close to the more 
established Woodc hopper , Slaven placed his roadhouse in direct competition with his 
neighbor. 

Local accounts point to two reason s for Slaven' s bold actions. One account 
maintained that after an argument with Woodchopper owner Jack Welch, Slaven built his 
own roadhouse to draw customers away from his neighbor. 18 Secondly, Slaven built his 
roadhouse at the mouth of the creek knowing that a large corporation was interested 
in commercial dredging and that in time attention would gradually shift from 
Woodchopper to Coal Creek. 19 

While both explanations may be true the latter corresponds to events at Coal Creek 
in the mid-1930's. Woodchopper, built in 1910, was the largest log structure between 
Eagle and Circle. As the name suggests , it was a stop for riverboats. It also 
functioned as the local post office adding to its notoriety along the river corridor. 
Slaven's was not, however , at all insignificant and his roadhouse serviced traffic 
along the Washington, Boston, Woodchopper , Coal, and Thanksgiving Creeks as did the 
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Bunkhouses were built for the crew as well as a machine shop, a blacksmith shop, 
warehouses , and a com~ination post office and radio station building. over $11,000 
i n ne w buildings was invested in the camp in 1936 and 1937. 21 Weather readings were 
reportedly taken at a small weather instrument station at Slaven's and transmitted 
to Fairbanks.n . 

Th e roadh ouse was central to the new activity along the creek. 
A former resident of the region remembered that Slaven "hadn't seen so many customers 
i n y ears , if e ver. '' n A riverboat landing was bulldozed near the roadhouse to unload 
t h e ton s of mach i nery and supplies needed to outfit the new camp. A six mile road 
was c u t from t h e camp and the heavy traffic between river and camp passed through 
Slav e n' s property. · 

By 1935 a sister compa ny Alluvial Gold opened on Woodchopper Creek. Unlike Slaven's, 
Woodchopper Roadhouse struggled under the new mining regime. The camp at Coal Creek 
control led operations at both camps and all freight and supplies were unloaded at 
Slav e n' s t h e n transported down to the camp and over the ridge to Woodchopper Creek. 
Woodchopper Roadhouse was bypassed altogether. When the post office moved to Coal 
Creek camp i n 1936 Woodchopper lost yet another source of income. By 1938 the mail 
was flown directly into Coal Creek and the overland mail route abandoned. As mining 
a nd transportation practices changed , Woodchopper gradually lost its hold on the 
Yuko n. 

I n t u r n, Slav e n' s own expectations for his roadhouse were eventually dampened by Gold 
Placers own self-su fficiency. After the initial boom created by the rush of new 
people S l a v e n came to realize his roadhouse was not critical to the camp's 
operatio n s . Under t he experienced management of Ernest Patty the company shipped in 
al l its own suppl ies and fed its own crews leading one resident to comment that 
" S l a v e n n e v er prospered i n the way he had anticipated. " ~ · 

Th e retu r n o n Slav en ' s mining claims proved more profitable than the roadhouse 
business . In 1937 Slaven exercised the option on his claim and he received $15 , 000 
from Gold Pl acers . 25 I n 1938 Slaven left Coal Creek and went to Seattle. Patty 
b oug h t t h e roadhouse in 1938 and it continued to be used by.the camp until after 
World War II . Another cabin on Coal Creek belonging to Slaven was reportedly torn 
down in 1938 to clear land for the dredge. The cabin had been used as a bunkhouse. 26 
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log where it terminate d in a beveled cut . Beyond the 2 foot length the outside of 
the log retaine d its natural l og surface less the bark of the tree. The bevel cut 
on the Fort log buildings wa s uniform in its vertical alignment giving the appearance 
of a well crafted s tructure . The log work at Slaven' s uses a similar method of 
construction wi th the e xception of the random vertical alignment of the beveled 
notc h. 

It is because of this s imilarity that there has been some speculation regarding the 
origins of the log material s for the roadhouse. Oral interviews in past years seem 
to strongly indicate that the logs were , in fact, c ut and fashioned on site for the 
roadhouse. The random nature of the log notching offers the possibility that the 
logs may have been sa lvaged elsewhere. The question is unresolved at this time. 
The following information is adapted from research prepared for the history section 
of the HABS, the National Register Nomination, in addition to local interviews and 
historic photographs . 

Slav e n had a number of s maller cab ins in the area when h e built his 2 story log 
roadhouse. Slav en ' s Roadhouse is built of spruce logs and milled lumber. In the 
vall e y s along the Yukon, s pruce grows to over a foot or more in diameter and is the 
most plentiful tree along with white birch and cottonwood. The crafted logs at 
Slaven's avera1ie a foot in diameter and some were reported to have been felled at the 
Charley River. 0 

Slaven relied on the help and s kill of his neighbors 
Including Slaven, five me n, Sandy Johnson, Arthur 'Cap' 
Alfred Johnson laid up t h e heavy log building. 

to build the roadhouse. 
Reynolds, Ed Brown, and 

The leve l of craftsmanship applied to the log portion of the building is visible in 
its comparatively good condition today. Sandy Johnson, a placer miner from Finland 
and local builder was a master " axema n". The timber was squared or h e wn on the 
interior surface by Re ynolds by axe or adze and the other three fashioned the double 
notching at the ends of each log. The wall s were h e wn flat on the interior a nd each 
log was grooved on one side to rest secu rely on the lower log, _a construction detail 
associated with Johnson' s craftsmanship. 31 This method of log construction is Fenno­
Scandinavia n in origin a nd is often found with double notching. 32 The log joints were 
c hinked with moss and v egetation. Progress was steady and the cabin was raised o ne 
" round" a day. 
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1935 the roof wa s reinforced with additional planks, creating a slightly steeper 
pitch. A metal chimney pipe pierces the ridge of the north roof. Wooden gutters 
were placed below the eaves to collect rain water. The rainwater emptied into 
barrels located at the north and south corners and where the two sections met. 

The two sections conveniently divided the space into four rooms. Slaven slept on 
the second floor in the smaller section which he shared with his cook , Miss 
Bissell and ran his roadhouse in the other. The second floor north room was a 
dormitory. The kitchen was on the first floor in the south room complete with a 
large stove and the north room was the living room. From the living room steep 
interior wood stairs led to the dormitory. 

As indicated by the archeological findings and historic photographs several acres 
around the roadhouse were cleared of brush. In the yard near the roadhouse Slaven 
kept an assortment of tools and equipment . A large pile of firewood was stacked 
to the northeast of the roadhouse. To the southeast just outside the arctic entry 
Slaven had a large vegetable garden. Many settlements along the Yukon planted 
gardens and berries were abundant in the forests. Wildberries including 
blueberries and low bush cranberries were gathered and tended vegetable gardens 
produced hardy crops of potatoes, turnips, cabbage , lettuce, rhubarb, beets, 

d . h 35 carrots, and raises. 

The roadhouse is surrounded by a number of outbuildings. Some of the outbuildings 
were used by Slaven and others were reportedly built after Patty bought the 
property.~ Grouped near the shore are a greenhouse, a smokehouse, a cache and a 
warehouse. The greenhouse appears to have been part of a shed or fish drying shed 
and was at one time located at the northeast corner of the roadhouse near the 
woodpile. Directly south is an outhouse and off towards the creek beyond the 
trees is a large shed. These buildings are still standing today and some were 
built with lumber similar to Fort Egbert materials. In a 1938 photograph a 
telephone is visible on the south elevation to the right of the entrance. In the 
background a power line passes to the north of the roadhouse. 



15. Ibid., 165. 

16. George Beck, interview by Melody Webb Grauman, 19 September 1976, Eagle, Alaska. 

17. Ernest Patty , North Country Challenge (New York: David McKay Company Inc., 1969), 126. 

18. Charlie Biederman, interview by Steve Ulvi and Alison K. Hoagland, 16 July 1985 and 28 
July 1985. 

19. Al Stout , interview by Larry Van Horn on 28 May 1987; also interview with James R. 
Layman by Rolfe Buzzell on 29 July 1988. 

20. Wharton , The Alaska Gold Rush, 241. 

21. Gold Placers , Inc. , Annual Report, 1936. 

22. Frank Hall, interview by Larry Van Horn and Frank Willis, 
3 June 1987 . 

23. Al Stout , 28 May 1987. 

24 . James R. Layman, 29 July 1988. 

25. Gold Placers , Inc., 1937. 

26. Ibid. 

27. Gold Placers , Inc. , 1942. 

28. Ernest Patty to Pete Sainsbury, 4 December 1971, Stanton Patty Collection, University 
of Alaska , Fairbanks. 

29 . Mary Webb Grauman , "Eagle: Focus on the Yukon" (National Park Service, 1975), 45. 

30. Charlie Biederman, 16 July 1985. 

17 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Anderson, Barry C. Life line to the Yukon A History of Yukon River 
Navigation. Ottowa: Superior, 1983. 

Brooks, Alfred H. "The Circle Precinct," in Alfred H. Brooks et 
al., Report on Progress of Investigations of Mineral Resources of Alaska in 
1906. USGS Bulle tin #314. Washington, D.C.: GPO , 1907. 

Chapin, Theodore. "Placer Mining in the Yukon- Tanana Region," in 
Alfred H. Brooks , et al., Mineral Resources of Alaska in 1913. USGS Bulletin 
#592 . Wa s hington, D.C.: GPO, 1914. 

Corkhill , Thomas. The Complete Dictionary of Wood . Ne w York: 
Scarborough House , 1982. 

Gold Placers, Inc. Annual Report. 1936- 1940, 1942 1946- 194 9 , 1951, 
1953-1961. Stanton Patty Collection. University of Alaska , Fairbanks. 

Grauman, Melody Webb. " Eagle: Focus on the Yukon." National Park 
Service, 1975. Typescript. 

Grauman, Melody Webb. "Yukon Frontiers: Historic Resource Study of 
the Proposed Yukon-Charle y National River." Anthropology and Historic 
Preservation, Cooperative Park Studies Unit, Paper #8. University of Alaska , 
1977. Typescript. 

Mertie , J.B., Jr. Geology of the Eagle-Circle District, Alaska. 
USGS Bulletin #816. Wa s hington , D.C.: GPO, 1930. 

Mertie , J.B., Jr. " Gold Placers of the Fortymile , Eagle, and Circle Districts," 
Mineral Resources of Alas ka . USGS Bulletin #897-C. Washington , D.C.: GPO , 1938. 

Noble , Allen G. Wood, Brick , and Stone: The North American 
Settlement Landscape , vol. 1. Amherst : University of Massachusetts Press, 1984. 

19 



HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS 

1. "Slaven Roadhouse, man and wife at left, owners, also gold claim." Everett S. 
Hammon Collection, University of Alaska, Fairbanks, 1935. 

2. " Slaven Roadhouse, general view." Photographed by J.B. Mertie, Jr. on August 
26 , 1938. USGS, Denver #2507, 2508. 

3. " S l a v en Roadhouse, similar views of cabin and garden." Photographed by J.B. 
Mertie , Jr. on August 26 , 1938. USGS, Denver #2493, 2394. 

ll 



p. HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS : 

22 







, " "'f!'X!tr.;~ ,_,MA¥fo\\W,$-f,M ~•;w_;,v w~.>.:;:: ,.;J!fG'# £◄¾ 

i 



E. HABS PHOTOGRAPHS : 

26 







·- -

,.J ~ ..-..:: • 

!~ l~.:..:. 
! :"'µ> 

,,. ~ rfr 

_ ).::t~::-,-~ ., ~ 
- . ti ... 

, .J,j' 

A 





III. ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

A. Structure: Slaven ' s Roadhouse is a 2 story log and wood frame building. 
The north elevation faces the Yukon. The building is characterized by a log 
section to the north and a smaller lumber section to the south; both share a 
common roof. The log section measures 20 1 11 1/2" x 21 1 0 1/4" x 19' and the lumber 
addition measures 16'6 1/2" x 21'4 '' x 19'. They share the southern wall of the 
log section. 

B. Site: Historically the site has been maintained as a clear open space 
oriented to the river. Years of mining activity on Coal Creek and the loading and 
unloading of heavy equipment at the river ramp have resulted in the site being 
bisected by the gravel road which leads to Coal Creek. Most of the trees were 
removed in the immediate area of the roadhouse and outbuildings. Abandonment of 
the site has in recent years resulted in the growth of willows and alders between 
the roadhouse and the riverbank. 

The roadhouse wa s constructed on a relatively flat lot with a slight slope towards 
the roadhouse. 

c. Existing Condition and Significant Features: 

1. Structural: 
north half of the 
in good condition 
logs which are in 
settlement of the 

The two story roadhouse was constructed in two parts. The 
structure is of log construction. The 12" diameter logs remain 
due to a substantial sheltering roof. The bottom three rows of 
contact with the soil are deteriorated resulting in the 
building. 

The south half of the roadhouse was constructed using conventional balloon framing 
and is clad on each side with wood siding. The quality of workmanship is crude, 
s uggesting a hurried construction. The south addition was constructed without 
benefit of a shear diaphragm resulting in pitching and bowing of the existing 
walls. All of the frame materials appear to have been salvaged from surplus 
materials at Fort Egbert. 



obviously commercially manufactured and consists of three panels in the lower 
section a nd a squ are opening in the upper section. 

5 . Floor Plans: The basic organization of rooms, circulation, and window 
fenestration of the building has not been altered significantly since 1938. The 
only modification of any consequence appears to have been the removal of an 
arctic entry at the south elevation of the building. 

The building consists of four rooms , one each in the upper and lower floors of the 
two building section s . The south room on the lower level functions as a storage 
s hed and entry area for the building. It also served as the entrance to the 
cellar. Historically it was the roadhouse kitchen. The north room of the first 
l evel presently serves as a drying room because of the large Yukon barrel stove 
and as a sleeping area. Its historic use was as a lodge room or common room for 
people staying at the roadhouse. 

The second l e vel i s accessed via a ship ' s ladder from the north room on the first 
level. Historical record indicated that it was reached via a ladder. The north 
room on the second l e vel presently serves as a kitchen and bunkhouse. The room 
has a commanding vie w of the Yukon and was used as a dormitory for overnight 
lodgers. The floor of the log room is penetrated at its center with a sheet metal 
chimney. It was probably the warmest room of the roadhouse. 

Access to the south room on the second floor is via a doorway from the dormitory 
room. The room is presently used as a bunkroom. Historically it was used as 
Frank Slaven's bedroom which he shared with his cook, Miss Bissell. Historically 
a partition divided the room. The space was never insulated, but it was over t h e 
kitchen which probably kept it relatively warm in winter. A makeshift plywood 
partition, whic h divid~s the space into two cubicles has been installed in recent 
years. 

6. Exterior Wal l s : The exterior of the north half of the roadhouse is log. 
The logs were peeled during construction and have remained exposed to the weather 
without any noticeable treatment. The logs remain in good condition due to a 
s h e ltering roof and the dry alaskan climate. Deterioration consists of some 
checking, and rot at log ends. All joints appear structurally sound. 
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any finished floor materials, wallpaper treatments or fabric in the building. The 
interior finish character of the building is rough hewn with little concern for 
decoration or applied finish. 

11. Furnishings: With the possible exceptions of a single wooden table, bench, 
and broken wooden rocking chair, none of the original furnishing remain within the 
building. Research has failed to locate any historic photographs or description 
of the interior of the roadhouse. Photographs of the exterior indicate window 
shades on the south addition windows in what would have been Slaven's room and the 
kitchen. current uses have resulted in a mixture of manufactured and locally 
crafted furniture. 

The existing kitchen area is not well defined. Lack of documentation precludes an 
accurate description of the original configuration. 

12. Mechanical and Electrical: Historically, wood provided the fuel for cooking 
and heating the roadhouse. Light was provided through the use of kerosene 
lanterns and candles . An outhouse provided a toilet facility. Drinking water was 
probably carried from Coal Creek and waste water was handled by throwing it out 
the doors. Garbage was either burned or disposed of at a dumpsite located to the 
south of the building. 

Two c himne y penetrations through the ceiling of the first floor up through the 
roof indicate that there were two stoves in the building. The first stove, 
located in the south room of the first floor served as a cook stove and for heat. 
The second stove , located in the north room of the first floor probably served 
only for heat. Neither stove remains within the building. A wood cook stove, 
presently located in the south room was donated in recent years by Jim Layman of 
Eagle. 

At the present time, there is only one functioning wood stove in the building. 
The stove, a modified "Yukon Barrel Stove" serves to heat the building and has a 
flat s urface o n its top for cooking. The stove uses a conventional galvanized 
meta l chimney whic h penetrates the floor and ceiling thrQugh an historic 
galvanized metal safety. A small propane cook stove has been installed in recent 
y ears for cooking and to reduce the risk of fire in the building. 
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STRUCTURAL: Doc ume nt and remove the rotted log cribbing from the abandoned 
cellar. Bac kfill with soil and compact the cellar to stabilize the bearing soi l 
for the foundation. 

* Construct a new foundation s ystem. 

* Replace and repair rotted logs and wood frame wa ll members to reestablish 
structural integrity. 

* Construct a new floor stru ctural system. 

* Provide a fouridation drainage s ystem around the building. 

ROOF: As part of Phase I, investigate and further document the construction of 
the roof s y s tems during the summer of 1990. 

* Phase II - Res tore roof to its period of significance . Modify to correct all 
leaking and snow loading condition s . 

WINDOWS: Ph.ase I - Remove al l of the existing windows , storm sash , and trim. 
Package and ship to regional preservation s h op at Skagway. Determine original 
paint color, disassemble, repair or replace deteriorated wood and glass 
elements, and restore. 
* Phase II - Reinstall r estored windows , repaint to match original color. 

DOORS: Remove all existing doors, pac kage for s hipping and transport to 
Skagway. Determine original paint color, disassemble, repair or replace 
deteriorated wood and hardware a nd restore. Repaint to match h istoric color. 

* Based upon historic research, recon s truct ne w doors for the east e l evation. 

FLOOR PLAN: Recon s truct the arctic e ntry at the south elevation of the 
building. Remove the plywood partition in the second floor, south room. 

EXTERIOR WALLS: Log Wall s - Repack or replace all loose or missing moss 
chinking, clean all log s urfaces . Inspect, repair, a nd seal all major vertical 
log cracks. Repair all broken log e nds . Replace deteriorated sill logs . 
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MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL: The existing wood cook stove, which is from the 
period should be removed, restored, and reused within the building. The 
existing Yukon barrel stov e s hould continue to be used. Existing chimneys 
should be modifie d to incorporate NFPA approved insulated metal chimney systems. 
Existing metal c himne y safeties at floor and roof penetrations should be 
modified to accept the insulated metal c himney systems. 

Current use of the building warrants the continued use of propane cooking 
facilities. The existing contemporary propane stove should be removed and a 
simpler counter top cook range used. At the present time a portable propane 
tank is stored in the building adjacent to the stove . The tank needs to be 
removed and stored in a structure outside of the building to reduce the risk of 
asphyxiation or fire. 

Install a propane light s y stem in order to reduce the dependency on white gas 
lanterns. 

Drinking water and waste water will continue to be handled in the same way. 

Maintain a burn barre l at the site away from the building and combustible 
vegetation. Continue to carry all nonflammable garbage to Eagle. 

F. Alternative Treatme nts: These alternatives take into consideration the fact 
that funds may not be forthcoming in future years. 

1. No Further Treatme nt 

This alternative would result in the building receiving only a new foundation. 
Additional work to the roof would not occur thus resulting in continued moisture 
penetration and deterioration. No additional modifications to lights, stoves , and 
chimneys would res ult in a continued fire hazard. (Thi s alternative is not 
recommended. ) 
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H. Determination of Effect of Recommended Treatment: 

There is no structural alternative to rehabilitating the roadhouse. Left to time 
without a new foundation the sill logs will continue to sink into the ground. 
According to NPS 28 , Chapter V, page 6, Management Policies, a structure may be 
rehabilitated if 1 ) it .can not adequately serve an appropriate use in the present 
condition ; and 2 ) rehabilitation will not alter its integrity and character or 
conflict with park management objectives. 

The proposed rehabilitation work will not alter or compromise the historic 
integrity of the building and will comply with a section 106 review. Any loss of 
original material , in this case log or lumber, will be replaced in kind. 

1. No Effect Recommended treatments having no effect on the qualities of 
Slaven ' s Roadhouse that qualify it as a contributing element of the Yukon River 
Lifeways National Register Nomination and as a cultural resource within Yukon­
Charley National Preserve are as follows: 

a . NONE 

2 . No Adverse Effect Recommended treatments that are considered as having an 
overall beneficial effect on Slaven's Roadhouse are as follows: 

a . Construction of a new foundation 
b . Repair and improvement of the structural system by removal and 

reinstallation of historic logs, installation of shear diaphragm, and 
construction of new subfloor system. 

c. Roof repair 
d. Rehabilitation of existing doors and windows. 
e. Modifications to improve or diminish current fire hazards. 

3. Adverse Effect Reco~mended treatments that are considered as having an adverse 
effect on the qualities of Slaven's Roadhouse that qualify it as a contributing 
element of the Yukon River Lifeways National Register Nomination and as a 
cultural resource within Yukon-Charley National Preserve are as follows: 
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J. Existing Condition Photograph s : 
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NAM E: The Fra nk S l a ven Roadhouse 
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LOCATION: Left bank of the Yukon. approx imate ly 1/4 m1 l e 
from the mouth of Coa l Creek. 

UTMs: 7.248010.401030 

QUADRANGLE: Char l e y River B-5 SCALE: 1:63 360 

ACREAGE AND BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Four acres~ boundary drawn 
1n a rectang l e: 700' a l ong the r lv er oank: 250' back from 
the ri ver to in c l ude a ll 1dentlf1ed cu l tural resources. 

DESCRIPTION 

About 1930, the Frank S l a ve n Roaahouse was bu1 It abo ve the 
mud flats of the Yukon near the mouth of Coa l Creek. It had 
a b 1g l and in g p l ace. with a ramp for barges to come in and 
unioad. By 1938, the site was comprised of a l arge roadhouse 
wi th a number of outbu1 !dings. including a shed. greenhouse. 
smokehouse. outhouse. and cache. 

The roadhouse was bu1 l t ca. 1930 by Sandy Johnson. Art 
Re vnoias. Ed Brown . Alfred Johnson. and Frank S l a ven. The y 
put 1t up "on e round a day." Sandy Johnson. an 1mm1grant 
from F inl and, rememoered as " a good a xeman, " and Reynolds 
O1d the hewing wh1 l e the other three d1d the notching. The 
logs came from the Charley River <Biederman). 

The 21 'X21 'Xl 9 ' l og portion of the roadhouse was I 1ke ly 
constructed wi th a 16' deep two-story overhang on the south 
e nd which was l ater enc losed by a two-story frame addit ion. 
The ..:.,al l s of t h-e two-story cao In were con st rue ted of 1 0" 
<a verage diameter ) spruce logs hewn flat on the 1nter1or. 
hewn square on the e nds. and grooved on the underside to fit 
snug ly over the l og oe low . The corners were Joined with 
square notches. In the add ition , the wa ll s were ba lloon 
framed. The 1n ter 1or and exter i or were covered with oeaded 
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: he site 1s c l ear 1n the immed i ate v1c1nity of the 
roadhouse. 

Page 

North of th e roadhouse stands a greenhouse. probab ly part of 
and 1n th e same p l ace as th e 1938 s hed. East of the 
greenhouse stands a screened cache. probably th e same on e 
chat appear e d in a 1938 ph6tograph. North of the greenhouse. 
on the e dge of th e r iver bank. 1s a corrugated me ta l 
smokehouse. The outhouse 1s present l y .east of the cabin. It 
1s co vered wi th drop s 1din~ popu l ar at Fo~t Egbert. The same 
type of s i d in g covers a l arge sh~d wit~ garage type op e ning 
southeast of th e cab in . <1 7) 

The roadhouse it se l f 1s we l I ma1nta1n ed . Over the year s . the 
s 1n k 1ng wal l s have caused th e f l oors to appear to r i se and 
have changed the proportions of the bu1 l d1ng. A p lywood 
snower was added to the exter i or southeast corner. Park 
Serv 1 ce personne I l Iv e upst a 1 rs. the downs ta I rs ser ves as a 
shelter for trave l ers. <P22.23.24.2S.26.27.28:I8,9,10.11) 

The s it e retains a high degree of 1nt egr1ty. It 1s used a nd 
maintained by the Nat i ona l Park Service 1n the historic 
so1r1t of hospita l i cy. The s it e 1s st 1 I I v1 s 1b l e from th e 
river. The h1stor1c period 1s we l 1 represented by the Frank 
Siaven Roadhouse. 

H[STORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 

~eoresentat1ve of those roadhouses that ser ved as supp ly 
centers on the Yukon for mining camps up tr i butary creeks. 
the Frank S l a ven Roadhouse was bu 1 I t at the conf lu e nce of 
the Yukon Ri ver and Coa l Creek. Frank S l aven i s 
re~resentat 1ve of the ear ly min ers who sold the i r c l a i ms to 
corporations and turned to a n a l ternative occupat i on. 

Frank S l a ven p l ayed an active ro l e in the sma l I -sca l e p l acer 
m1n 1ng that deve l opea Coa l Creek in the first third of the 
twentieth century. He 1s credited with d1sco ver 1ng go l d on 
Coal Creek <Knut son. Fairbanks Dal!y News Mlner, 
December 12. 1935). Between 1905 and 1927 he staked 
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ana spena the first n i ght at S l a ven's before heaa 1n g up the 
creel< to che m1n 1ng camp. After a iand 1n g was ou l l aozea. 
masc of the m1n1ng fre i ght was un l oaded at S l a ven's ana then 
tra nsporced o ver l ana to the camp. The Roadhouse con t in ued as 
a way stat i o n for the m1n 1n g camps after S l a ve n l eft Al aska · 
1n 1938. Lou i se Pa u l . whose husoa nd wor1<ed at Coa l CreeK 
from 1044-1952 wa l ked aow n to S l a ven's from t he camp to do 
her Oak 1n g. Sh e I 1vea at S l a ve n 's 1n 1950. M1n1 ng operat i ons 
c losea down after Wor l d 'war II. Over the years. S l a ve n 's 
has oee n l ooted of artifacts. The bu i l a i ng now ser ves as a 
ra nger stat i o n a nd she l ter cao 1n 1n Yuko n-Char l e y Riv ers 
Nat i ona l Preser ve. 
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ARCHEOLOGICAL CLEARANCE SURVEY FORM 

1. Project: Slaven Roadhouse rehabilitation, Yukon-Charlie 
National Preserve. 

2. Package No.: NA. 

3. Project Description: The Regional Architect is in the 
planning process for rehabilitation of the Slaven Roadhouse, 
possibly including installational of a formal foundation and 
replacement of rotting sill logs, reflooring the south half of 
::.:1e first floor, and reconstruction of an Arctic type entryway or 
•
1:::udroom" that formerly enclosed the south · entrance. Our mission 

·,1as .(1 ) to deteniine, if possible, the size and foundation 
construction details of the entryway and (2) sample the historic 
artifact scatter around the three doorways. 

4. Project Location: Slaven Roadhouse at the mouth of Coal 
C~eek, Yukon-Charlie National Preserve. Section 13, T6N/ R22E, 
Fairbanks Meridian (see Map 1 ) . 

5. survey Area Boundaries: Within approximately 3 meters of the 
roadhouse. 

6 . Date (s ) of Survey: September 20 - 21, 1989. 

7. Surveyors: Paul Gleeson and Tim Smith, assisted by Steve 
Ulvi, Preserve Resources Manager. 

8. Number of Person-days in Survey: 2.5 

9. Description of Area Surveyed: The Slaven Roadhouse sits on a 
relatively level bench on the left bank of the Mighty Yukon River 
at 704 feet ASL. The mouth of Coal Creek is 150-200 yards to the 
east. The area immediately surrounding the roadhouse is covered 
with vegetation typically found in disturbed areas such as 
grasses , fireweed, wild rose , and young birch and aspen trees. 
There is a low berm around the roadhouse, probably the result of 
the builder digging a shallow trench for the placement of sill 
logs. Some of the berm may also relate to digging the cellar 
under the central part of the roadhouse. There is a very level 
area 6 to 10 feet wide around the roadhouse perimeter suggesting 
that a bulldozer was periodically driven around the roadhouse to 
remove vegetation and/ or to keep water from collecting around, 
and therefore rotting, the foundation (see Map 2, HABS Site 
Plan ) . 

10 . Survey Procedure: our first goal was to ascertain the 



a:~ensions of the ent~r,way structure at the rear (south side) of 
the roadhouse. We knew the approximate east-west dimensions and 
:ccation from nailholes and differential weathering on the siding 
bet#een the windows and door where the entryway formerly stood. 
If any foundation preparation had been done, it should be evident 
in a test trench cut across the position of the known walls. We 
dug a trench 18'' wide and about 5 feet long parallel to the 
roadhouse wall and crossing the known entryway wall position (see 
Map 3). No clear evidence of any foundation preparation was 
observed. The sod did appear drier and dustier inside the 
position of the entryway wall as indicated by differentially 
#eathered siding (see Figure 1, Stratigraphic profiles). We then 
extended this trench southward about 9 feet. Again, no evidence 
of foundation preparation was observed but we did encounter mixed 
fill from a test pit dug by NPS archeologists in 1985 (Clearance 
001-85-YUCH). The sod layer again exhibited a slight change 
aoout 6 feet south of the roadhouse wall, be~qming drier and 
dustier in appearance and texture, as one might expect inside a 
~~:-'..lcture with a simple dirt floor. The trench was then extended 
ncrthward to the roadhouse wall under the window. There, we 
clearly observed that a trench 1bout 8" deep had been dug to 
receive the sill log of the roadhouse foundation. Test pits were 
also dug outside of each of the three doors to get a general 
inventory of historic material around the roadhouse. 

11. Description of cultural Resources Located: Little was found 
i~ any of the test pits. As previously mentioned, the dimensions 
of the "mudroom" were found to be about 6 by 6 feet. Test Pit 1 
c=ntained a few wire nails and window glass fragments in the 
upper few centimeters of the sod. Test Pits 2 and 3 were 
sterile. Test Pit 4 contained one small bone fragment (large 
~ar.unal long bone; probably moose ) , 2 brown bottle glass 
fragments, 12 window glass fragments, a plastic bullet box lid , 
and about a dozen wire nails, all in the top few centimeters of 
the sod layer. 

12. Evaluation of Cultural Resources Located: All of the 
artifacts recovered are of little analytic value. It is perhaps 
more interesting to note how little was found in the tests, 
indicating extraordinary neatness of the roadhouse occupants, or, 
as we suspect, periodic bulldozing of the roadhouse perimeter. 
We were able to ascertain from archeological and differential 
weatherlng evidence that the entryway was about 6 by 6 feet 
without a prepared foundation. There is an historic photograph 
of the rear of the roadhouse taken in August, 1938, by J. B. 
Mertie of the U.S. Geological Survey (Figure 2) . It clearly 
shows the entryway and the exact position of the east wall 
relative to the window. The position of the wall in the 
photograph matches very well with the differential weathering 
observed on the siding. The stratigraphic evidence from the test 
pit also matches very well with the weathering where the west 
wall of the entryway abutted the roadhouse. Applying 
measurements from the HABS drawings to the historic photo gives a 
north-south length of the entryway of somewhere between 6 1 0" and 



6'2" (more precision was not posible with only a xerox copy of 
the photograph ) . However, the archeologically and 
phctographically derived dimensions agree very well such that the 
entryway can be reconstructed with good confidence in the 
external dimensions. 

lJ. National Register Status: The Slaven Roadhouse is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places as of July 20, 1987. 

14. Effect of the Project on Resources: Because no significant 
archeological resources were found, the project will have no 
effect on archeological resources. 

15. Recommendations: A conditional clearance is recommended. 
Conditions of ~he clearance are stated as follow: 

If concealed archeological resources are encountered during 
the installation process, _please take all necessary steps to 
protect them and notify the Regional Archeologist, Alaska 
Region. 

16. Attachments: 

Map 1. USGS 1:63,360: Charlie River (B-5 ) , showing project 
loc::.tion. 

Map 2. Slaven Roadhouse HABS Site Plan. 
Map 3. Slaven Roadhouse and test pit locations. 

Figure 1. Stratigraphic profiles. 
Figure 2. Historic and recent photographs of rear of 

roadhouse. 

17. Native American Consultation: NA. 
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Slaven Roadhouse, August, 1938 (photo by J.B. Mertie, USGS ) with 
e~t=:,way in place. 

Recent photo of roadhouse. Arrows locate walls of entryway based 
en historic ohoto, weathering, and archeological evidence. 



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

IN UPLY alPUl TO: 

A26 ( ARO - OCR ) 

Memorandum 

ALASKA REG IONAL OFF ICE 

2525 Gambe ll Street, Room 107 

Ancnorage, Alaska 99503 · 2892 

To: Chief, Cultural Resources, Alaska Region 

From: Paul Gleeson, ArcheologisG_ 

t 8 DEG 1985 

Subject: Trip Report, Yukon Charley Rivers (July-22-24 ) 

Purpose 

As the new compliance archeologist and as an employee new to the 
Park Service, I visited Yukon Charley to familiarize myself with 
the procedures and protocol attending an in-park visit and to 
familiarize myself with the Yukon country. As part of this 
visit , I discussed with the Superintendent the needs for a zone 
clearance for the new headquarters area and possible boat 
landing. 

This report consists of: 1 ) a summary of the trip, 2 ) follow up 
and recommendations, and 3 ) contact reports. 

'!'rip Summary 

Monday , July 22 

Left Anchorage and flew to Eagle via Fairbanks. Met with Don 
Chase, Superintendent of Yukon Charley. Discussed possible new 
projects: 

1, Development of parking lot at new headquarters (old 
BLM facilities ) . Contact report prepared and 
attached. 

2, Develop old boat landing area near new headquarters 
area. Contact report prepared and attached. 

3. Repair and replacement of pipeline from pump to 
headquarters building. Archeological clearance 
provided. 



- ·- ........ -· 

4. Because it will be necessary to maintain the BLM 
quarters and adapt the area to current use, cultural 
resources in the headquarters area should be 
identified. The likelihood of impacts, cultural 
resources are likely because this area is part of Fort 
Egbert, near to the sawmill for the fort, and adjacent 
to areas that may contain prehistoric sites and 
burials. 

Tuesday, July 23 

Flew to Slaven's cabin: 

1, Examined the cabin and surrounding area. Used a metal 
detector to test for concentrations around cabin. The 
doorway and upriver door yard ytelded a fair amount of 
contacts. Of particular interest was the _relation of 
the cabin to grade at lea~t on~ co~rse of logs is 
covered with earth. It was not clear whether this 
relatively heavy building had subsided into the grade 
or whether dirt had been piled up around the building. 
Contact report prepared and attached. 

2. Visited Coal Creek dredge. The level of preservation 
is impressive. The cold, dry climate has left this 
relic in good condition. It would make a delightful 
exhibit. 

3. At the air strip, on reworked dredge spoils. One has 
to appreciate that current mining does impact the 
older mining areas and their associated cultural 
resources. 

4, Visited old camp associated with the dredge operation 
this camp is near the upstream end of the dredge 
spoils on Coal Creek. Because of the preservation and 
the slowness with which revegetation occurs, much of 
this camp remains as it was left when the dredge was 
first being used. 

Wednesday~ July 24 

1, Visited new park facilities at airport and went over 
aerial photo ( 1970 ) of Eagle, This was particularly 
helpful, because it covers the area that includes the 
new headquarters. 

2, Returned to Anchorage in the afternoon. 



Follow up and Rt~commendations 

Don Chase, Superintendent, provided copies of historic 
documentation of sawmill from the Eagle historical society 
files. These will be helpful in the planning of any work on t he 
boat landing area. 

It is recommended that several excavation units be placed 
adjoining Slaven's cabin. 

It is recommended that a zone clearance be done for the area of 
the new headquarters facility. This would be best done as part 
of the 1986 summer field season. 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Superintendent, Yukon-Charley 
Regional Archeologist, ARO 

PGleeson:12 /1 8 /8 5 

I 
. \ 



H4217 (ARO-PCR) 
xH2215 

~randua 

Al ukl Reg1o,,.1 Office 
2525 Gabell Stl"fft, P.001'11 107 
Anchorage, Al Uk.a 99503-8892 

001-83-YUCH 
( Cl e1r1nce Ho.) 

1.1 err moo 

To: Superintendent, Yukon-Charley Rivers N1t1oM1 Preserve 

From: Area Arcneologist, Al1su Region 

Subject: Archeological Cle1r1nce 

The effects of tne fol lowing project on 1rcheolo91cal resources n.ve 
been usessed: 

The St1biliz1tion of Sl1ven's Roadhouse 

The bls1s for this 1ssessaent 1s 1n 1rcheologic1l clHrtnce survey 
conducted by HAney Shields. A copy of his report, dated September 7, 
1983, is enclosed. 

As this project will occyr 1n the vicinity of I property which is eligible for 
nomination to the N&tiOMl Rag1star of Historic Places. th1s cle1r1nce 1s 
condition& 1 upon C019Pl11nce w1 th S.ction 106 procedures of the Nat1o~ 1 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966. These procedures w111 be initiated by 
this office upon receipt of a XU form fn,a the Superintendent. Please do not 
comence with the proposed project unt11 not1f1ed thAt the coaplhnce process 
~s been CQIIPleted. 

Enclosure 

HShields:le:9/28/83 

. I 



ARCHEOLOGICAL CLEARANCE SURV EY 

1. PROJECT: Stabi li zation of Slaven Roadhouse 

2. PACKAGE NO . 

3. PROJECT DESCRIPTI ON : The l arge hi stor ic road hou se will have fou ndat ion 
work done on i t to stabi li ze i t for future adaptive use and preservation. 
This will enta il mu ch excavat ion near the building to get at t he fo unda­
tio n. 

4. PROJECT LOCATION: The road hou se is on t he l eft bank of t he Yukon River 
and down stream from the mouth of Coal Creek, Yukon -C har ley Rivers National 
Preserve. 

5. SURVEY AREA BOUNDARIES: Approximately 3 to 4 meters from the building 
walls . 

6. DATE OF SURVEY: September 7, 1983 

7. .S URVEYOR: Harvey M. Shields 

8. NUMBER OF PERSON- DAYS IN SURVEY: .15 

9. DESCRIPTION OF AREA SURVEYED: The area around the cabin is open and 
grass covered. To the west i s a garden plot. To the east is an open 
hearth and woodcutting area. North i s an outhouse and south is the road 
leading to the Yukon River. None of these features are in the area of 
disturbance as we now understand it . 

The surrounding vegeta tion is boreal forest. 

10. SURVEY PROCEDURE: Four test pits were dug around the structures from .2 
to 2 meters from the wall. 

11. DESCRIPTION OF CULTURAL RESOURCES LOCATED: Specific items located include 
nails, window glass , structural ·lumber, burned wood, and animal bones. 

Four 25 cm x 25 cm test pits were dug at various points around the build ­
ing. See the map for the specific locations. Test pit 1 was placed 
about 1.2 m out from the east cabin wall of the south side of the window. 
The deposit was only about 10 cm thick and contained glass, and nails 
near the very top. There was also some wood that appeared to be a piece 
of milled lumber. One piece of glass belonged to a bottle, the rest was 
window pane. Test pit 2 was placed on the east side of the building at 
the southeast corner about 20 -cm from the wall. No artifactual material 
was found . The deposit consisted of a mixed organic and clay layer for 
about 30 cm. Test pit 3 was placed on the south side about l m from the 
wall in front of the western window. There was a mixed organic and clay 
layer for 30 cm. It contained several fragments of charred wood, one of 
which looked shaped. Finally test pit 4 wa s excavated on the north side 



of the structure approximate ly 2 m from the middle of the wall. The 
cultural deposit was very thin, about 5 cm, but it contained two bear 
phlanges. Beneath all cu l tura l deposits were steri l e si l ts and cl ay. 

12. EVALUATION OF CULTURAL RESOURCES LOCATED: The material in the grou nd 
wou ld greatly facilitate the understanding of the past use and construction 
of the road hou se and the area near by. 

13. NATIONAL REGISTER STATUS: Eligibility detennination in process. 

14. EFFECT OF PROJECT ON RESOURCES: The project will severe ly impact t he 
archeological resource, but is necessary to save t he structura l resources. 

15. RECOMMENDATIONS: Clearance recommended* with fo llowing conditions: 
There mu st be extens ive arc heo logical data recovery project aro und t he 
hou se to retrieve the necessary infonnation co ncern ing t he structure, t he · 
use, and occupany of t he roadhouse. 

16. ATTACHMENTS: Site Records (see below ) . 

17. NATIV E AM ERICAN CONSULTATION: N/A 

*All Clearances are conditional in that if concealed archeological resources 
are encountered during construction, all necessary steps will be taken to 
protect them and to notify the Ala ska Regional Archeologi st irrvned iately. 
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Person: Paul Gleeson 
Date: 7/23/85 
Contact: Dave Snow 
Project: YUCH-Slaven's cabin 

Project Description: Restoration of Slaven's cabin ( ill9 ) 
constructional detail of foundation configuration. 

Project Location: Near the mouth of Charley Creek on the Yukon. 

Project Boundaries: The area immediate to the base of Slaven's 
cabin. 

Cultural Resources: Dirt is currently piled over one of three 
courses of logs at Slaven's cabin. How did this occur. 1) 
Cabin was built on grade and owing to weight , of the two story 
log structure plus freeze thaw mechanics the bui~ding subsided. 
2 ) As part of initial construction, dirt was piled up around 
foundation. 3 ) As part of basement construction dirt was dumped 
along upriver side of house. 

This dirt presents a preservation concern. Conservation and 
stabilization procedure would differ based on whether state 1 or. 
2 or 3 were true. 

Additional Information: The use of metal detector indicates 
high ~oint occurrence of metal artifacts on upriver side cabin 
door. This area appears to be leveled. This leveling may 
result from leveling existing grade, or from augmented natural 
grade through work activities or by the addition of basement 
fill. 

Action: Exca vate 4-5 pits adjacent to wall and doorway. Record 
and interpret stratigraphy for temporal relation or original 
grade, dumping of basement fill, and setting of sill logs. 
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