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Vital Sign Monitoring Overview: Long-term
aquatic macroinvertebrate monitoring looks at
small organisms that are found in freshwater
ecosystems, including insect larvae, worms, and
snails. They play a key role in the cycling of nutri-
ents in aquatic systems and are a great indicator
of river and stream health.
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KEY FINDINGS

e Results from the state
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between 2008-
2019.
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Summary: This report summarized data

periods of thermal and hydrologic stress.
These stressors have resulted in period-
ic impairment of aquatic communities

in the Mancos River and have led to a
decrease in sensitive taxa.

temperatures exceeded the water quality
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Results from the Colorado Daily Stream Temperature at MEVE_MANO1
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Management Implications:
e  Continuous monitoring of stream discharge and temperature will be vital to understanding the
impacts of a warming climate on the aquatic community of the Mancos River in MEVE. Resto-
ration efforts that promote shading of stream corridor and slowing water through the system
will help buffer stream temperatures against warming air temperatures.

exceedances match years where lower

e Sensitivity of trichopteran taxa to chronic thermal and hydrologic stress likely resulted in the de-
creasing trend found in their abundance and richness.
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