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1:'0. CEREUS GIGANTEUS I II -~. --'---
~ig.'lntic co lu m n n r Cact u s Cl'":''' "(,.Ie 't,,\('r p.ut ~lf the ,'alk_, of S I'll., l'1"z tI)

lit f ,s ,1g-"111 cus 1S IITst s . . 'III la II nn t s 0 the co u n t rv ell I it S ' cen "POll till' r".111 The'
The Sag-llarro presents a tilick (ill·~I.;l1arro. ' I

even 50 feet lIigh, wit h sOllletilllcs'thre~d C~ltlllll"' thcl'lZe of a Illall'S hnd", alld 30, 40
or 0111' lr.ll1C res at Its tOf' t h e v 11,)1 I k i '

, '- t' 00 'TtIg

I--------------------------~ !~ke :I):;lgalltIC c" nde labr nm,
1he (1I.;"h:'1lcd "dibit: fruit
gro\\'S at the edge Oll the top
of t he COlllll1llS; am] from
~he great hcight of the latter
It wou ld be ditJiclllt to gct at
t h cm d i.l not this rClllarkable
plant itself afTon! the means
of Tcachlng it. Tho old
stems, when decaycu, spl it
IIltO ~ nUlIlbcr of thin poles,
stalll!llIg III " circlc the
height of the e nt iro ro lum n
cuvclopcd ill a lell"e IIct:
work: an.I 11." the aid of
thesc t lic tra"clil'! i'l'IIahlel!
~? klloek dowII the (ruit.
I hcsc poks ('>rlll a u article
"! export fro III the port of
l"l.l)'1ll~S, a nrl ill 1':IIropc arc
III:lIlc into ,r:llkillg sticks,
:111,1sold llllder tI'e 11:""e of
Spn n ish cn nr-s , Thc l'illl:ls
a~ t h e 01,1 ::'Ili"i,," of S,,"'
X"ner ',lei Ha,· h",{ It large
~tllt t~ of !-':Igllarro h u it, which
IS used :IS food ill vnr ious
ways: ,t i~ eaten fresh: t lre
s:'P IS h,'1ic,! In a ~yrllp,
k n own throughol1t ~OI1()T~

hy the nn m« of 1\1i,'1 dc S,,-
gllnno; au.! a flower is pre.
p".red of the eic-:lllcd nnr l
dnl'II~Cl'ds. which h:l\'CSOIIIC

n'~Clltl)lntll'C in nppear:lIlt"c
n nd t.istc to poppy seeds,
:l.llC~ :l!"e l"ollt:lilled ill the
:~'II!t III gle:lt qualltities.
.1h is flollr is made part ly
Il1tO bn':I'! nnr] p.ut lv in t o

120, Cercus Cig:ll1lCII~, :1 c hoco l.u e like chink: l':lllcd

Pitnyn is said to he far better thnu that of tl" At o lo. The fruit of thc
a r t tl I' '< ie u:tgllarro Both a r e of t .
< Ice 0 I.e popu at io n of Sonora. III some bad har\,c" .. ,.' gre:1 )11IpOI 1-
rru n, por~lOns of the Illhabitants are ob livcd to l ive sts, O,C.CISIOIIC'!by t lie wn n t of
frnlLs, >. OUII:I;"plants arc relllark:lhiv sto"'ut and hen~n t licsc n nd ot lu-r wII,1 C'-IctuS
vn lua hlr, specimens for the IaWII -,. y n iul \\ hC'1I t a l l clI<>twh forin

bl' I . or COIISCI\':tton' IlI'lkll\~ ,'! .,
cstn IS red. PlalltS I to 3 feet hi~h " t • _. -I' . . a LIP" growth whcn well
be sent by exprcss. Ln rg cr plalltS a't '(:;01~1~II;:'5'I~ I~~C PI.S·:I~I,sla re ~c~'y h,':I\'." alld m ust

~ ,,)0., eCl at I;:, ccn ts 1'('1' p:lckel.

CEREUS GIGANiEUS CRISrAiA1

Thc nccompnnviug engr:tving represents a rlant of Cercus !:liallfeIlS, ,of which
the main stem has aSSuIIICt!:I cr istnte or faSCI:ttCI fo I'III, The nor mn l conrl it.iou of the
plau t is sh o wn by the side brn n ch cs. \Vc had a curious experience trying to secure
aile of these f:!sciatcd gi:lIIts which our collector discovered iu the sonthwest. It was
illlpossible to tr au spor t the whole
plant. owing to its bulk and cnor-
1II0ns root: so we org:lIlizeu a force
of hn nds, with tcnms, derrick and
p:tr:tphernalia, to secure the top.
After lIIany m ilcs of travetliug and
tiresome climbing our collectors
arr ived on t h e spot, when lo! they
were 'too latc ! Someone else had
taken possession of the plant, nml
left them in the lurch, A wood-
pecker hat! actually hollowed out
the head :1I11! built himself a horne
in it, lint knowing what a valuable
prizc he had utterly ruined: for the
he:lI\ h:u l d ccnvcd , unt il uoth ing but
a mere shcll' romninecl of it. \Ve
were Iortu nntc, however, to secure
the flnttcucd head of another giant,
who probably was" Monarch of all
hc survc vcd;" for he ca r r icrl his head
forty fcct high. It is now in the COIl1-
p:lny of our "Ole\ l'Ilan" Cactus
where it attracts IIIUC11'"attention.
This is undoubtedly the only l iviug
severed hC:H! of a I!;iallt ill the wor hl,
:11,,1a lrc.u lv mnny forcign Cactns col-
lectors arc c ln mor iru; for a slice uf it.

These giants, by t hc 'my, arc
wo m lc-t fu l l v tcu.rcious, 100, of life.
\\,,' havc- ,sonic plants 6, 7 n ud S
fed ilil!:h, .1 fcd or 1II0re ill cir-
curufcr cm-r-. which were lust 011
thc ir W:Iv from our ranch in New
Mc x iro 'ror a period of ncarl y 9
mon t hs. \\-hell at last thcv were
fou rul nn.l scut h omc, thcv I;rescnt-
cd :1 skc'kloll-likc appcarallcC, \Vc
cut tile dry roots uff, plau tcd in tubs, and in less than 3 months they were growilll!;UIIl!
bloomimr. The gi:tnts are beautiful specimens for tile lawn, hut tlieir weigh t make them
difficult to handle. Many plants Shipped hy us to Florida have proved perfectly
hardy: iud ce.l , we MC infor mcd t hnt ill thcir nnt ivc horne they grow at an clcvnt ion
where t lu- t hcrruomct cr rr-nchcs 10 degrees above zcro. Last ycar we shipped a 12-
fout gi:lllt d ir cct from New Mcx ico to the Ruyal Hotn n ic Cnrdcus. Kcw, EIlv.1alllL
Th is pbllt wcighellllc:lriy I,SOU pOll 11115,mil! was received without a br ok cu spin c.

3I


