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CEREUS. ;

120. 7 » A
giqn"(ic (((:,IE:EE,EJE G&?(\AJ‘LTECUS. In .(.h(‘ lower part of the valley of Santa Cruz, the
b t 7 actus, Cercus  Gig: s, 1S first see [ k
mlm}lz;mn‘ts of the country call it S:lqi’;:llr”rlo“hy ' fstsean upon the road, e
The Saguarro presentsa thick, fluted column, the size of |

) DAL 5 ] a man’ aly ‘
even 50 feet high, with sometimes three or four hranches at it i 30,40

s top, the whole looking
']{ke a gigantic candelabrum,
The fig-shaped cdible fruit
grows at the edge on the top|
of the columns ; and from
the great height of the latter
1t would be difficult to get at
them did not this remarkable
plant itself afford the means
of reaching it.
stems, when decaved split
mto a number of thin ‘polc%
standing in a  circle the
height of the entire column
enveloped in a loose net.
i work; and by the aid of
these the traveller i enabled
to knock down the fruit,
I'hese poles form an article
of export from the port of
Guaymas, and in Furope are
made into walking sticks
rtml sold under the name of"
Spanish canes.  The Pimas
at the old Mission of San'
,\:!\'lcrAdvl Bac had a large
store of Saguarro fruit, which
1s used as food in various
ways. “Ttis eaten fresh : the
sap is boiled to a S\',rup
known throughout S(.mum’
by the name of Miel e Sa-
guarto; and a flower is pre-
pared of the cleaned and
dried seeds, which have some
resemblance in appearance
and taste to poppy  sceds,

nn(_l are  contained in the
f{u}t m o great  quantities,
This flour is made partly

into bread and partly into

achocolate-like drink, called
Atole.  The fruit of the

120. Cereus Giganteus,

The old|

CEREHS GIGANTEHS CGRISTATA,

The accompanying engraving represents a plant of Cereus giganteus, of which
the main stem has assumed a cristate or fasciatec fon!l. The n(?rmnl con‘(htlou of the
plant is shown by the side branches. We had a curious experience trying to secure
one of these fasciated giants which our collector discovered in the southwest. It was

impossible to transport the whole
plant. owing to its bulk and enor-
mous root : so we organized a force
of hands, with teams, derrick and
paraphernalia, to secure the top.
After many miles of travelling and
tiresome climbing our collectors
arrived on the spot, when lo! they
were too late! Someone else had
taken possession of the plant, and
left them in the lurch. A wood-
pecker had actually hollowed out
the head and built himself a home
in it, not knowing what a valuable
prize he had utterly ruined ; for the
head had decaved, until nothing but
a mere shell remained of it. We
were fortunate, however, to secure
the flattened head of another giant,
who probably was ‘“Monarch of all
hesurveyed,” for he carried his head
forty feet high. Itis now in the com-
pany of our “‘Old Man" Cactus
where it attracts mucH” attention.
This is undoubtedly the only living
severed head of a giant in the world,
and already many foreign Cactus col-
lectors are clamoring for aslice of it.
These giants, by the way, are
wonderfully tenacions, too, of life.
We  have some plants 6, 7 and 8
feet high, 3 feet or more in cir-
cumference, which  were lost on
their way from our ranch in New
Mexico for a period of nearly g9
months.  \When at last they were
found and sent home, they present-
ed a skeleton-like appearance. We
cut thedry roots off, planted in tubs, and in less than 3 months they were growing and

R

blooming. The giants are beautiful specimens for the lawn, but theirweight make them
difficult to handle. Many plants shipped by us to Florida have proved perfectly
hardy ; indeed, we are informed that in their native home they grow at an elevation
where the thermometer reaches 10 degrees above zero.  Last year we shipped a 12-
foot giant direct from New DMexico to the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, England.
This plant weighed nearly 1,500 pounds, and was received without a broken spine.

Pitaya is said to be far better than that of the S
: : F Saguarro.  Both are of great j
m ; are of gre: -
mic;‘]e t})ooﬂlit(:)l{)s()g?l{\]tlo.u l()f Sonora. In some bad harvests, occasioned b[:' tchlzt* ::"11{:?!!(
ﬁ"it,s' lotls )h,l::qm lixblhtm‘ns—are obliged to live on these and other wild L."u‘h(x)-;
S ,CCiT”I‘ ai 5 nr? remarkably stout and heavy and when tall enough ‘f')n>
csmbﬁshé(ll 1)12:::5 ;th 1ef_li1‘\\'111 or C(‘)llSl‘!'\"nt()r_\', making a rapid growth when \(\‘clli
b ol g fon ’0 3 feet high, $3to $15; these plants are very heavy and 5
y express.  Larger plants at from S15to 830. Sced at 15 cents per ir\ch”tlmt
- acket,
31




