
Preface to 2023 KM_B field observer forms 
 

The following information may be useful for interpreting these forms and includes notes 
from the survey: 

1. Crew for 2023: Sean Eagan (SME, observer), Steve Hoekman (STH; observer), Linnea Pearson 
(LEP; observer), Allison Tuttle (ART; data recorder, observer in training), Jamie Womble (JNW; 
observer; data recorder), Thomas Ziomek (TRZ; data recorder). Vessel: R/V Capelin, Vessel 
Captain: Justin Smith (JGS). 

2. Survey dates were July 5-7 and July 12-14, 2023. July 5th included training and practice not 
included in KM_B. From July 5-7, observers were STH, LEP, ART.  From July 12-14 observer was 
JNW.  SME was the second observer on July 14.  Surveys were not conducted from July 8-11. 

3. Data entry for the 2023 survey was done in SeaLog v2.3. as Park Observer is no longer 
supported. During the survey, minor software revisions to fix bugs and provide feature 
enhancements were made. Revision versions used were: 2.3.0_da, 2.3.1_da, 2.3.1_dar. QC 
procedures performed later were able to confirm that these revisions did not affect the data 
quality. 

4. Overall, 34 (totaling 182 km) of 46 transects (251 km) planned for 2023 were surveyed.  
5. Transects 202, 203, 206, and 213-221 were not surveyed.  
6. Sampling on transect 205 on 5 July 2023 was aborted due to a cruise ship crossing the transect. 

These data should be excluded from analysis. The transect was resampled entirely on 7-6-2023.  
7. Transect 020 (recorded on the bottom of the form for transect 021) was aborted due to radio 

issues at 13:30. It was restarted from the beginning of the transect at 13:35. Data entries 
between 13:24 and 13:30 should be excluded from analysis.  

8. Observations of other bird and mammal species observed while on transect by some observers. 
9. On several transects, the GPS stopped recording position. Survey efforts were paused until the 

problem could be fixed. Transect gaps are corrected in KM_D. 
10. On Transect 008, the GPS error was not noticed by the data recorder, and as a result, many 

observations (from time 15:54:42 to 16:11:27) were recorded in one location along the transect. 
These observations are suitable for estimating abundance, but may be unsuitable for other 
analyses (e.g., spatial distribution). A data quality grade of 4 was assigned to these observations, 
along with a data quality comment, indicating loss of GPS. 

11. High densities of KIMU occurred in Hugh-Miller and Scidmore Inlet, mouth of the East Arm, and 
Reid Inlet.  High densities for marbled murrelets occurred in the mid bay, mouth of East Arm, 
and mouth of lower bay. 
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