By Carmen Ramos Ghand!er
- The Arizona Dally Star -

Members of an en\rironmental group clashed with

._Avra Valley residents over ihé Nafional Park Sérvice's

'recommendahen to close nearly 10 miles of roads lmL-

= mg Avra Valley io Tucson

About 100 people, nearly 60 of them Avra Valey

_'_"reSMents attended a public hearing 1ast night on a $7.7

mitiien park service plan for the' Saguam Natmnal Mon-

. ument over the next:10-to 15 years..

Several Avra Valley residents said thatif the roads.

. were: closed it would cost them nme, money, property
_ values and might endatiger their lives. - :

But Arizona Earth First! members supperted the

iﬁ]ﬁlan to .close roads inside the- ‘monument’s west unit,
‘which includes 2.5 miles of Golden Gate Road, 275
“iles of Picture Rocks Road and 4.5 miles of uandano
.. Réad..

Under ”the reeommendatlon the. roads would be

._obhterated or terned inte traiis.
‘The roads would nof be closed until lea County-
provided adequate alternative routes.

. Jack Edgerton, cha;rman of the Picture Rocks Fire

' District, which serves Avra Valley, said that closing

of the roads “would result in life threatening delays fo

-Qur hase hospitat.”

He said if the roails were elcsed Tegardless of the
alternative routes, it would be an addmonal half hour
-l’ur emergency vehicles.

* -*And a half hour when it's already a half hour (to
get; to'a hospital) could mean the difference between life
and death " he said.

However John Patterson of Earth First! sdid he

" sipported the road closuies and said the park service’s
" recommendation: did not gofar enough. _

He said he would like to see the monument declared -

‘a national park and human access fo the park limited.

Several Earth First! members also voiced their sup-

. port for the park service’s recommendation.

While they spoke, several Avra Valley residents
scoffed angd grumbled,
Robert Conlm, a member of: the Avra Valley Actien

Cemmlttee presented the par!c service. representatwea-'

with about 1,600 signatures on petitions supporting Sus
pervisor Ed Méore’s: pmpasal to tum the monument,
over to Pima County. .

“You say you're in the busmess of safeguardmg

- resourees;” he told the representatives, “the respurces

we're interested in saving are our children. =~ [ ¢ -

. "We will not suffer the loss of those roads, and we.
will fight youw with EVery . means poss:ble ” Cﬂﬂlll’i sa;d

"Many people in the andience applauded.
Pam Hendrickson, another Avra Valley resident,

-said she helped circulate the petmons but now. she

questlons Moore's propasai

“How can we frust Pima Couuty to take care of; the
monument when it agrees to trade the Tucson Mountain
Park;” she gaid. “How can wé besure they won'tdo that

to the monument some. day"” : - e

Earher this, vear the county asked the federal Bov-

-'-ernment ta buy the Cigncga and Empire ranches and

then exchange the ranches for Tucson Mountain Pdrl,
whlch isnear the SagUam National Monument west.
She said she opposes the rlosiire of the toads, add~

ing that the park service's recornmendatmn Telies.on

a county regional fransportation plan that was rejected

. by voters fast year when they voteﬂ down a half-cent
- saleg iax

“We {Avra \faliey r&.ldems) weren’t even enn-.
sulted about the transpoﬂahen plan " she said. :
Representanves for Senms, Dennis: DeConc:m D-

"Ariz., and Johin McCain, R-Ariz, ‘and Pima County Sii-

pervisor Iris Dewhirst, read stafemefits supportmg the
park service’s recommendation. - .

Howaver Moore sa:d he did not support the reeem-
mendation.

Hesaid the park serv:ce was d;sregardmg an mter- -

1982,

posed to ctose Picture Rocks Road, “it shall record:a
deéed in the favor of Pima County for the ongmai nghts-
of-way without objection;”

Anotlier public hearing will be held at 6 tomght m‘

the Apache Room atf the Tucson Community Center.: -

The: agreement says that l.f the park sermce pro--

- .u|_<I_H_.»A“.;,.-.;‘,,.'._._.‘,;_.u_-'r,,j,,:._;_ml,‘;i'-_.e o
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-menty-five Avra Valley residents.
)i a total of 60-at a meeting spoke
r piece Jast night in their contin-
| battle against a National Park
ice proposal to clase three

15 in their area.
-access to the monument they love.

- The propgsal would close the

roads only if Pima County builds

.several arterial roads in the area; as

he closures, part of a propased
* milion upgrading of the 5a-
ro ‘Mational Monument — hoth
+and West — over the next 10 to
years, would affect 2.5 miles of
den Gate Road; 2.75 miles of Pic-

w.anwm Road, -and 4.5 miles of

‘Sandario Road — all in the &on:.

‘ment’s Tucson. Mountain unit. The

roads would be either obliterated or

converted fo hiking EE equestrian

trails.

Restdents complained that ¢losing

-the roads would lengthen emer-

gency medical response time, lower
property values and deny them easy

recommended in the county’s 1086
Nmmasm_ Transportation Plan, re-

. nm_&w rejected by voters;

‘Bob Conlin, leader of the Avra

_Valley Action Committes, told park.
‘service -officlals: that tiie county
e.mu%onmmou plan was not de-

signed -for .Avra- Valley residents.
Conlin gaid it was designed instead

1o relieve Tucson traffic congestion.

“Your alternative roules are no

-alternative at all,” he said, “To us,
_it’s an_alternative for an. 18-wheel
-driver going from L.A. to El Paso

who wants fo avoid Tucsontraffic.”
- Regarding the. proposed:closing of
Picture Rdcks Road, Pam Hendrick-

son. of Avra Valiey cited a 1982

mmm.mmamﬂ wm:_qmmm Pifa County

- - @

and the park service. The agree-

ment said that the park service

" should offerthe road to the county if
it .decided to propdse to close the

road, she said.
Hendrickson said Deputy nonnq
Attorney David Dingeldine, cliief of

the civil division, t6ld her that the

county must be giver the option to
take overthe road in such a case.’

 When another resident suggested
the park service’s actions-had -al-
ready triggered the terms of the

agreement, with the ¢ounfy, monu--
meit directoi Bill Paleck noted the
. closures arg Emnﬁoum& in three of

tour alternative plans within the ser--
vice's: general management: plan,

and that ne mn_”:mn proposal hasbeen
made, i
He also ‘tried to quell Tesidents”

..wmmﬂm that they could Smm aCCess 3

their property.

“It's not our intent 8 Tainid:- _onr.
anybody,” Paleck said, : .

Avra Vslley resident Gary Ger-
gew noted that new roads suggested
by -the proposed Emn adjoin prop-
erty owned by major develapers; .
and would benefit them. He noted:

.amﬁ_oﬂmﬂ blade off large iracts cmc

anmmn in o&m_. »o _HEE
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Eve spent -a fair amount of

time over the years hiking
s.around the Tucson.
Mountains,
) 1 allso spend quite a few:
‘hours in a year's time
commuting from.one part of the
mountain range to another. 1
tharoughly enjoy these scenic
‘drives,
'In recent years, I've ridden |
my bicycle many times on
Piéture Rocks, Gates Pass, Pete
Kinney and Sandario-roads. _ ®
And, occasionatly, Pl run some: COW@].
of the back roads, %
I take pictures of the vegetation, wildlife and &
anything else that strikes my fancy. I:glass thie :
countryside for big game animals. and for birds. T1ook at
the rocks. I have picnics with my family. I'hike the --._-
washes, the ridges and the:trails, e

The: 'mcson Mountains is a great place to look at
and/orto-be a part of the outdoors, o

Butthe recently published environmental
assessment for a new generat management plan for the
northemn half of the mountain range would drasticaily

ciange my looking at-and my being a part of the area.
This assessment was preparéd by personnel of the:
National Park Service, which/operates the Tucson
Mountain Unit ofagharo National Monument,

If the reoommé?ahons made in the asses:ment are
implemented, my commuhng and scenic driving would -
be dramatically reduced. Ditto for: my bike riding. Nor .
- would I'be doing tearly as much running and hilking in .
- the niorthern end of the range. o

" 'The NP5 is on a wilderness kick. That's the last thing
the half million people living in the Tucson metropolitan
area need is'more wilderness in the Tucson Mountains;

* What we need is more and better vehicular-access to and

through the northern part of the range.
Specifically, let's take Picture Rocks Road. This is as
" pretty a scenic drive as there isin the Tucson area. It ;'
aliows commuters and vistors to enjoy three-plus miles of
magnificent desert landscape without the infrusion of
man-made improvements like mobile homes and corrals,
power poles and windmills, horses: and kids.

. The NPS wants to close Picture Rocks; Road in the
mon_umen_L Why? Betause it would improve visitor
safety and appreciation of park resources,

Ridiculous,
I guess the NPS figures if there is no Picture Rocks
Road ‘on which to drive, then the safety of the
non-drivers will be enhanced. If the road is closed; 1. wil
' no longer be able to appreciate the resotirces of that p
of the monument as a commuter, as a visitor andasa
biker. And my abillty to appreciate the resourcésasa -
hiker will be greatly reduced because I can't drive lo
where I want to start hiking.
The NPS wants to close-atout 10 miles-of roads injR

the monument, ... . 'conversion of the closed portion of
thesé roadsto traﬂs woulqg greatly increase opportunitles

to explore and appreclate the momiment’s resources on . -
foot or horseback.” _

‘Nonsense. Such closires will greatly reduce my
opportunities to explore and appreciate the monument’s
resources. Most of my hikes are of a short duration — = =¥
less then eight hours. Now, it's ralrly easy for meto.getto—
any part of the monument I want and get back out in
eight hours. Not so-if the roads are closed. I-will Have to
hike farther, and it will take longer to get where I wantto”
g0. And I won't be able to spend as muchi time at my 3
destination. '

If the NPS has its way. there-will be ofily one road
into and out of the monument. That will be by way of the
Red HillsVisitar Center. No more vehicular access by

_way of Picture Rocks Road, Sandario Road or Mile Wide:

Road.

. You'can bet next morith’s salary that this one road "=
intg the monument will be locked, say from§ pm.io
Bam . R

The NFS figures nobody has any legitimate business 2
in the monument atter dark. No more moonlight hikes.
No-more evening cookouts, No.more star watching. No
nore midnight snacks, No more owl prowls, No more
sunrise breakfasts. .-

The NPS believes the best way to protect the
respurce is to keep the people out. Close the roads and
make it a wilderness:

Instead of closing Picture Rocks Road, the NP§
ought to widen it-and puf in bike paths. The same for

.Sandanu and Mile Wide roads.

Tucsonans don’t go to the Tucson Mountains to get a v
wilderness experience. They go to the mountains to have‘
fun for-a coupie of hours or a half day. Some hardcore
hikers — I guess that's'me — right spend most of a day:

Despite’'what Congress declared 11 years: ago; the
narth half of the Tucson Mountains is not a wilderness

areg, It'sd recreatmn area bacause that's Lhe way
.’I‘ucsonans uset. ” T

So the NPS ought to toss the pro-wilderness plan in-
" the ash can and come iip with one that will give
Tucsonans more of what they want to do in the Tucson -
Mpuntains, “They want to enjoy: the scenery and they like
scenic drives.
Don't close the rpads, Make them better,
| Pete Gowegill is anoutdeor writer for the Star. His. -

-uprk appears in Fnday s and Sunday s ed:tmns



