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SACRED TREE OF THE PAPAGO INDIANS

Some while back I saw a revival of the sparkling romance, "The
Gay Desperado," which brought back memor-ies of a camping
trip in Arizona undertaken in the fall of ) 935. The picture un-
folds a story of a gay and glamorous Mexican ha ndido who sings
his way out of a succession of difficulties, saving his own life and
winning the girl by the magic of his voice. 'I'he locale of the story
is Old Mexico, but actually the scenes were "shot" in the cactus
conntry of southern Arizona, in the vicinity of San Xavier del
Rae Mission.

As I followed the fast-moving scenes, espeeially those leading
through groves of Brobdingnagian cacti, I had very little diffi-
culty in recalling my treks through these surne groves. Instead of
gun-toting bandits, pretty girls and a host of other movie extras
chasing back and forth across the desert, there were only the
three of us, Dr , Sllantz, Arthur Christ and T, (hiving, zigzagging
and dodging the vcneruhle giants that grow so profuscly in the
rocky valleys and foothills of this picturesque region.

The giant cactus, or saguaro, is the most curious vegetable
growth in Arizona's landscape, and because it is so much in evi-
donee there it is small wonder that Arizona has adopted it as the
State flower. The plant reaches forty or fifty feet in height, two
to four fect in diameter, anr] several tons .!n weight. It is only
a few inches in height for many years, and by the time it is thirty
years old its height has increased to about fonr feet. If conditions
are ideal, from then on, the growth will average about four inches
annually and will continue for about ]50 to 200 years. The
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sag-llaro rr-nclics its mn turitv on its fiftieth hirthd:I.\". as P'TyiollS to
this time it vcry seldom flowers or produr-cs fruit.

TIle saguaro makes its g-lTatcst display on rocky nOlkd slol"'s.
its tremendous hulk :111e1lOrcd lig-hUy hy its roots wh ir-h lie only :I
few indlcs uru lrr the xu r f'ar-c a"d spread J:.tcl·;dly for tun n v 1""1'1
in all directions. The wic-kr-d lv-n rmr-d trunk risrs str:tight for t"11
or more feet before it sends forth n1111l('rOIlShranch,'s in 1';l1l1kl;,),ra- ~
like form, each Ill';!n('h tCl'IlIin:ltillg ill a dellsc rl us tcr of \I'axy
wh ite flowers,

The ~iant cactlls was not hot:tllieally dcsnilll"d IInUl nindy'
one ycars ago, althollgll it h:lll 1)(',·" k no wn to the I':lrh' ('X-

plorcrs ant! m iss ionn r ius :ts cnrly us 1,,0,1<. Origin:tlly I';,)"'''
CC1'(,us gir;flll/nls hy Engdm:tnn, it ln tcr was m:llil' the typl' of :I
new monotvpi« P;CllIiS hy Britton nnr] nos\' and n.rmr-c] ('fln/(':Ii,,{/

{Iigan/.ea, in honor of Aurl rew Cal'lH'gie, tIll'. ~l'I':tt iud us tri.i l ist :tn"
philantllropist, throllgh whose generosity the f:IIIIOIIS C:tl'llt'gil'
Ins titut.ion o wvs its ('xiskIH·c.

The pc:tecflil Pap:tgo Lnd in ns , who had a l w.rvs III:td.· 1I11'ir
horne in the region of t lic sagll:tfo, r-onsidr-r th« Ca rnegi(':t :t s;II'rl'll
tree. It pl:tys an extn'lIlcly important part ill t lic lift: of 11,,'s,'
desert dwcl lcrs, anel tI", ripcning scnso n (lIsll:tlly e:lrly .I u lv) is
the r-ause of rncrr imrnt :l11d the hq:~illning of their New Yr-a r , T!«
f ruit co nst.itutcs the most important cro!" anc1no other trilu- of In-
c!ians is mo rr: t!ep~n<kllt upon it than t1wy. The hn r vr-st I:lsts
about two wee-ks. E:I('h family moves to its :1('"ustou1('d ('allll
among the (Jilted giallts wlurr. they huild a shelter for tlu- dllr:l-
tion of the hn r vcst scus on. 1t is II]> to the women to go out twi-:«
a dny , visiting each cactus plant en'ry three or four days to gatllt'r
tI,e crimson fruit as it ripen". Since the fruit al'l""us ,,"1.,- at
tire extreme tip of the arms or at tire top of tire tall stcms it is
knocked clown with long slender poles into howl-shn pr-d , water-
tight baskets.

The fruit pulp is soaked over night to remove the b l.u-k sc('ds.
then boiled. After the juice is drained off, it is rcho ih-d to III"k('
a syrup, and finally pl:[('ell in hcrmct.icullv scaled jars. 'I'I«: 1'1'-
mn ining pulp is made into cuctus j am. The seeds n rr- l ik i-wisr-
saved, parched, sun-dried, stored in scaled jars, and grollnd for
flour as needed. .Ea('h I'apago family usually puts up frlllll Ihree
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to ten gallon~ of syrup and a smaller quantity of preserves. On
the average about twenty-five to thir ty pounds of fruit are re-
qui red to make one gallon of syrup, so it can be seen that a very
large quantity must he utilized. by this tribe. An intoxicating
bevaage is also made from the boiled juice of saguaro fruits,
but since it is impossible to kcep for any le~gth of time, it is
usually consumed soon after fermenting. This beverage is brewed
once a year with elaborate ceremony, during the saguaro season,
and the IIl'cwing, thinking and intoxication arc all considered a
part of the ritual fOI' bringing rain ..

It is I:eallily seen that the saguaro is an extremely useful plant
to the Pnpugos. Not only food and drink are derived from it, but
various m ino r disposals are made of its other parts. L. C.

SILVER LACE-VINE, OR CIl IN1\. FLEECE-VINE

'\Vhell the gardener's summer day is (lone he wants to be re-
l icvud from the cares of the garden and just sit and rest. Per-
ha ps his place of leisure is a veranda or vine-emlro werud trellis.
But alas, his peace of miml is disturbed hy the many fallen leaves
of the wisteria, and why? Because under city conditions in a dry
yea r red spider takes its toll, and to complete the destruction leaf
rollers wrap lip the rcuiu iniug leaves. That wel l-curned hour
of leisure is changed into an hour of work manning the syringe and
spray-gllll. On another evcning the leis lire hour is again dis-
tu rbcd by the dcma nds of the climbing roses fOI' protection against
red spider, caterpillars awl mildew.

And so it goes uut il finally the gu rdcner in sheer desperation
decides to cover his veranda with a vine free from all troubles, so
that he may gaze through the leafy brunches with the assurunce
thut the vine will thrive without the nightly ministrations. His
prayer is answered when he selects the silver lace-vine, Pvly-
.'JOllllm rl ub crt i, 'I'Iiis is a vine that will thrive under normal con-
ditions of soil and moisture and is frec from any insect pests or
diseases. Young nursery-grown plants set out in spring will
quick ly become established and in a few years will cover large
arcus. In mild winters some of the stems will remain alive but


