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Ground Layer Codes: 
S=loose soil/sand 
RO=rock 
Ll=loose litter 
El=embedded litter 
DU=duff 
(PB)=plant base, six letter code dead (D) 
or alive 
SL=soil lichen 
RL=rock lichen 
PC=physical crust (Belnap 1-2) 
BSC=biological soil crust (Belnap 3-6) 
MO=moss
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For LI, DU, and SL record underlying substrate as well In cell Bare 
ground = S + PC, without other types recorded 
Height in cm: record for perennial species where they touch pole 
Height for grasses is leaf/stubble height, not inflorescence height 

Example: Achnath�rum hym�noid�s at 23 cm height

Unknown Plant Codes: AF=annual forb; AG=annual 
graminoid PF=perenniai forb; PG=perennial graminoid; 
SH=shrub   +   (D)=plant code (dead) 
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