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NEW OR NOTEWORTHY
PLANTS.

A NEW GENUS Or- CACTACf':/E.
Trns is the title of a joint pap.,r by Dr s.

N. L. Britton and J. N. Rose in the !OllrJIal 013
t h« ,Vl7U ]7or<: Botanical Gardrn, vol . ix., pp.
18:i-188, plates 48-51. The [l<lper, which is
most interesti ng , is illustrative and desr r ip-
live of the home of the plant hitherto
known as ':;ereus giganteus, therein described
as a new genus under the name 01 Carnegiea
gig'lnteit. Whether this change will meet with
gCllcral acceptance is doubtful, especially as the
aut hor s do not indicate the characters upon
which their genus is based. Without difleren-
tial descriptions it is impossibte for anybody ex-
cept an expert to form an opinion. Few
botanists possess so wide a knowledge of the
North American flora as the gentlemen respon-
sible k>r this change, and fewer still, perhaps,
tahe so restricted a view of generic limits, judg-
ing from their treatment of the species Ioruier ly
referred to the genera Sedurn and Cotyledon.
The Cactlls in question is one of the most in-
teresl.ing of the £amily, and some particulars
of it, with a landscape in which It appears aS1
tll" most conspicuous fe.c1.ttl~e, ar';, to be f?lIncl
m t his Journal, vol. xx., lRL3, p. _64, the il l us,
t rat ion being now reproduced at fig. 69. Late-r,
in l800. Kew imported a stem, which on
its arrival h".cI no roots. and weighed 12 h."I1- ~
d red we ig ht. 1his flowered \0 July, 1891, w-nen
tl,c stem was 14 feet high, and it was fig'Jred
ill the Botanical iVfagazlIIe. t. 7222.
According to Uritton and Rose, Cereus gig;tn-

te us , as ,,;e shall continue to call it for the
p re sen t , known in its home by the name
Sahuaro , is the most remarkable and strik-
ing plant in the desert vegetation of the
Sou'lh-West. It grows on hillsides in Southern
Arizona and South-eastern California, and
Northern and Ccntr al Sonora, so met irnes .re ach-
ing a height of GO Icet, branching at from J2
to 20 feet above the ground. Carnegiea is dedi-

l'"
cated to Mr. Andrew Carnegie, the founder of
the Car neg ie Institution of Wash ing ton , which
possesses a laboratory at Tucson, Arizona, c r sur-
rounded by typical
sp<=:cim'ens 0:, this
IlIll,! lIO plant.
Dr. Britton de-

scribes (Sludies of
W-est Lndian Plants,
No.2, p. 561\ an-
other new genus of
Cadace<:e, under the
name lIarrisia, ill

honour of Wi lli aui
Harris, superinten-
dent of Public Gar-
dens and Plaut a-
tious of Jamaica. To
tbis he refers the
old Cereus er io-
phorus, C. gracilis
and C. undatus, to-
gether with five new
species In this in-
stance, again, the
essential characters
of the genus are not
indicated, although
doubtless embodied
in the description.
They are night-
Ilowcr iug Cacti, with
slender, erect,
cylindric steins bear-
ing fluted branches.
Plates ~2 and ~3 cf
Pfeiffer and alto's
Abbildlwgen urui. Bes-
clir.:iblll1gerz Blu:;··
hendev Cnct een rept e·
sent two of the spe-
cies of this proprJS!d
new genu;. W. B. fl.
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FIG. 69.-CEREUS GIGANTE US GROWING IN ARIZONA.


