






INTRODUCIION 

In recent years the Bureau of land Management, the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, spertsman and local ranchers have become increasingly 
interested in the wildlife resource of the Arizona Strip. Special 
interest and concern have been focused on the deer herd that summers on 
Black Rock Mountain and the adjacent Virgin Mountains. The conflicting 

I 
interests are typical of the problems involved in the administration 
.and management of federal range. or major consideration is the fact that 
this summer range area has the potential to support a relatively large 
deer population due to an abundance or excellent browse species, 
available water, isolation and geoeral habitat. Hunters wuld -welcome 
the increase in deer population. local stockman whose livlihood is 
derived from the same area have expressed concern that the deer populations 
have increased to the point where they are seriously depleting the range 
and competing strongly with their livestock for forage. 

Since it is the responsibility of the Bureau of land Management 
to manage and administer ranges under its jurisdiction it is essential 
to dtfectively manage deer herds as well as livestock JlUDlbers, especially 
in areas such as this, where� deer are an important consideration and 
complicating factor. 

The overall objectives of this study have been to determine the 
state,s of this deer herd and its relation to the livestock industry of 
the area. Spacial emphasis has been placed on obtaining information on 
carrying capacity, vegetation types, and range condition and trend of this 
range. 

The field crew and contributd;�s involved in this study are too 
many too include here. Field wrk was contributed by Range conservationist 
Vincent P. Ogurek, Rex L. Christensen, Raymond D. Mapston and Range Manger 
Marvin H. Woodbury. Special thanks is given to Harold Pratt and levi 
Packard of the Arizona Game and FishiDepartment who provided valuable 
information and advice for the compilation of this report. Additional 
than(s is due local ranchers, old timers and other persons who provided 
considerable information for this report . 
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