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Summary

This informational document provides information to assist when adding series items such as
journal articles or newsletter articles to DataStore Version 4.1 and higher.
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Introduction

The release of DataStore 4.1 in March 2026 clarifies how series reference types are managed
in the DataStore application. Previously, DataStore users creating a new record for these types
of references were allowed to manually type in parent and grandparent information such as
journal issue or journal name.

With the 4.1 release, users are no longer allowed to manually add information. The error below
should no longer appear (Figure 1) if the reference is properly linked. Please follow these
instructions to successfully add and activate these types of references.

Note: If you open a reference and do not properly link to a parent reference, and then attempt to
activate the reference, the error code will still appear.

Error x

JournalArticle 2316555 is missing required parent field AgencyOriginated (Created by or for the NPS).

Figure 1. Sample of error that appears when series type references are not linked properly.

If you run into other issues, or these steps don't fix your issue, please send an email to
NRSS DataStore@nps.gov for assistance.

Series Background

Series-type references were created in DataStore to group reference types similar to
periodicals. Using journal articles as an example, a ‘grandparent’ reference was created to link
all issues of that journal. Separate references were then created for each ‘Issue’ to group
articles in each issue. In a perfect DataStore world, a Journal reference would exist, and contain
links to all Issues in that journal (Related Journal Issue link at the bottom of the left navigation in
the Journal reference) and in each Issue reference, a link to each article in that issue (Related
Journal Article on the bottom left of the navigation pane in the Issue reference). With this
hierarchy, you can easily see all articles in an issue, or all issues in a journal.

Manually entering journal and issue information works around this intended hierarchy and
removes the links between child, parent, and grandparent references. The ability to create
parent and grandparent references was limited to DataStore administrators several years ago to
eliminate the creation of duplicate parent and grandparent references and provide cleaner
series curation. DataStore users have gradually shifted to manually entering information instead
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of searching for existing references to link or having admins create parent references, thus
circumventing the hierarchy and resulting in a ‘spaghetti bow!’ of disjointed series references.

Sample Reference

Using NPS Datastore - Shifting Gears: Leveraging Monitoring Data to Move from Weather to
Ecological Forecasts (a journal article) as an example:

When creating a new reference, in edit mode, information on the ‘Core’ tab for the article is
entered as usual. When you get to the ‘Journal Issue’ section of the page, under ‘Journal Issue
(Required)’, click the ‘Actions’ button, and ‘Lookup an existing Reference.’
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Journal Issue (Required)
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You can no longer enter your own Journal Issue. Instead, click the Action button and choose 'Lookup an Existing Journal Issue'. If you don't see the Journal Issue you're Id
out to NRSS_DataStore@nps.gov to create one for you. Break the link
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Figure 2. Graphic showing the ‘Actions’ button used to look up an existing reference.

This article is part of the Intermountain Park Science Journal, Drought in the Southwest Issue of
the Intermountain Park Science journal, so we can search for ‘Drought.’ If you have the
DataStore reference code for the issue, you can also enter it here to search by code. Note that
with 4.1, the default view has been changed from Title to Display Citation.

Set an existing Journal Issue as a parent
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Figure 3. Graphic showing search results with proper issue titles.
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Check the box next to the issue you want and click ‘Link.” This will pull all the issue and journal
metadata information in from the issue and journal references. At this point, the reference
should activate properly. If it doesn’t, the existing Issue and/or Journal reference need to be
updated to make sure the required ‘By or for NPS’ box is checked (on the core tab of the
Journal and Issue reference). This field became mandatory with the release of 4.0.

Note: If a parent reference is in ‘Draft’ status it will not show in the search box.

If a reference does not exist for the parent and grandparent (e.g., Issue and/or Journal, Issue
and/or Newsletter) for your article, they will have to be created by a DataStore admin. Send a
request to NRSS DataStore@nps.gov. For clarification, the end user ONLY needs to link an

article (child reference) to an issue (parent). The issues (parent references) are linked to the

grandparent records when they are created by admins.

If the parent or grandparent reference need to be updated to change the ‘By or for NPS’ setting,
and you do not have access to the parent or grandparent, send a link for that reference to
NRSS DataStore@nps.gov.
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