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08-28-2025: Docket Information Form

DOCKET INFORMATION FORM

Compiled by: Alexa Kreiling Date:  8/28/2025

Initial Docket Information Form ] Amendment # (1,2,3..)
Includes Confidential Content @

Park Unit: _ YOSE  pocket #: 012

El Portal Well #1

Docket Select all applicable: [ PC/V (pre-code/vested) I APP (appropriative) I RIP (riparian) Region: LJNER&NCR  [JIMR
Type: O FRR (federal reserved right) C1 PWR (public water reserve) [ ACQ (acquired) L SER O MWR

0 GW (groundwater) (0 Own (ownership) (1 Other L IMR E PWR

I AKR
Source: ™ Groundwater [ Spring (When recognized by the State as separate
from groundwater and surface water . CA
[ Surface Water . ) Atatey %
[ Direct Diversion [J Diversion to Storage [ Instream Flow County: Mariposa

Name: Well #1
Owner: US National Park Service (As listed by the State)
Application #: Date:
Permit #: Date Issued:

License / Certificate #:

Priority Date:

Ruling/Order/Decree #:

Date Issued:

Quantity:  Rate:

Units: O cfs [0 gpm O afy O other

Duty:
Units: O cfs [ gpm O afy O other

Use(s): [ Domestic [ Livestock [ Irrigation I Municipal (I Industrial/Commercial (I Wildlife [J Instream [J other

POD Name / Location:

[J Multiple PODs (see water right)

Qtr: Qtr: Sec:

R: PM:

Latitude:

Longitude:

UTM

Datum:

POU Name / Location:

[ Multiple POUs (see water right)

Qtr: Qtr: Sec:

R: PM:

Latitude:

Longitude:

UTM

Datum:

Narrative / Remarks:

See notes to the file in the preliminary section.

O Additional Page(s) Attached

Enter short narrative in the space below, attach additional page(s) as needed.
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06-26-1996: docket information mappimng the wetl mumibers with its docketnumber

NOTES TO THE FILE YOSE
YOSE
YOSE
YOSE
YOSE
YOSE
YOSE

The primary water supply for

i

Alice John

Hydrologist

Water Rights Branch
Water Resources Division

010: El
ai2: El
0l18: E1l
019: El
020: El1
021: El
022: El1

Portal
Portal
Portal
Portal
Portal
Portal
Portal

Well
Well
Well
Well
Well
Well
Well

June 26, 1996

El Portal is from wells 2 through 7. Well 1 is no

longer in use. All 7 wells are thought to tap the underflow of the Merced River.
For information pertaining to land status and riparian rights common to all the
above dockets, please refer to YOSE 012: El Portal Well #1.
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San Franciseo 5, California
Hovember 5, 1959

Re: Merced River
Water Rights

Mr, L. K. 41}
Executive Officer
State Water Rights Board
Pl C. mm
Sacrsmento T, California

Dear Nr. H1ll:

The land of the El Portal Mining Company at I
Portal, California, is now in the ownership of the United
States for use by the National Park Service.

We wish to have notices concerning water rights
on the Merced River, which heretofore have been sent to the

Director, Hational Park Service, 180 New Montgomery Street,
Sen Francisco 5, Califoruia.

It is our understandl ng the El Portal Mining
Company #o longer desires such notices.

In particular we wish to be notified of actiom
mumwwmmm-mmmﬂto
Applicstions 16186 and 15187 of the Merced Irrigation
District.

Sincerely yours,

(SGD) JOHN B, WOsKky

John B. Wosky
Reglonal Chief of Operstions

Copy to: Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro
<tandard 01l Building
San Francisco &, California

Copy to: Direetor. — .
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Merch &, 1580

To: Begiomml Birecter, Regioca Fowr
From: Actiag Assisisat Chiel of Landa

Z2ub_eet: Cospleticn of Forms BPS-L-1 El Poartal Administrative
Site, Yosemite Hatiopsl Fark

Attached sru three copies esch of Ferm HPE-L-1 relatizng %o the
Yelow deseribed massemblies of dovuments filed is the Easicsal Fark
Service permmnent land records, relating to sequisiticn of laands
sod/or interssis in lands ix the El Portal Administrative Site,
authorized by the aci of September 2, 1558 (12 3tat. 1772).

il Portal Adminigtrasie Site (Yosemite ¥ntlcmel Fark) Deed

fig. 179-4 purchesed from El Fortal Miaing Compeny by desd of
Hovember 7, 1353, was scceptsd by the Assistant Direetor, Natiossl
Pari Service, as of April 13, 19359, the date of the Attornmey Gen-
gral‘s fimsl title opinmion (coples previcusly supplied you),
detiariag 8 valid title vests is the United States. This instrament
conseays to the United States epproximately 472.00 acres of lamd in
fee simples and guitclalms certain recited unpatentad mining clalms,
Rill sites and weter rights. The asresgee within the wrpatested
clains and sites sre oot ineluded ia the 72 serws.

El Portal Adminigtrative Site {Yosemite Sationsl Farik) deed

S0. 179-B, purchased Irom R. H. Crulisbask 157.99 acres of lsed Ty
deed of Jenuary 1, 1559, was sccepted by the Assistasnt Direcior
as of July 29, 1799, the date of the Attormey Gexesral’'s fimal
title » declaring a alid sitie to e vesved in the Usited
Ststes (copies of this opinion were srevicusly supplied you ).

21 Portsl Administrative Site {Yossmite National Park) Deed

Fo. 175-C, purchesed from Yosemite Hatural Hiatory Association the
unpatented Maby Fill Site claiw on United States' laad by quis-
claim deed of May 13, 159, ascspted by the Assistant Dirscto:
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as of Bovembar iZ, 1319, the data of the opision of the Aseistaat
Soliciter, !nmul Faxza, thmbt the telaim deed suliiced o
reléesae the istersst of the locator (2opies of this opinion were
previousiy supplied yem).

A3 ilodicated alove, we have assiimed the Yosemite Zaviosal Fesrk
Deed mameral 179, with lsttered auffixsa A, B, €, {or the thyee
m,mmmmwmmmv&, for vimi w

mmammummﬁm retals two coples sach
ia the {field snd return the sriginals of the form to this office.

J. Preferics Imiris
Acting Assistant Chief of Lands

Duplizate
Attachments

Copy to: Mr. Smith (deed files)
wﬁ:. Buan

CRWSmith:ip
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00=00-0000: deed-el'portal mining company to the usa

Np 1293

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS THAT:

<. EL PORTAL MINING COMPANY, a . alifornia corpora-

tien, hereinafter called "Grantor," does nereby ¢rant to THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA the following real property situate

and located in the County of Mariposa, State of Californta,
more particularly described as follows:

Parcel No. 1:
Section 16, Township 3 South, Range 20 East,
Mount Diablo Base and Meridian;

The SE yu, S 1/2 BE 1/4, S 1/2 NE 1/4 NE 1/4,
S 1/2 8 1/2 NE 1/4 NE 1/4 NE 1/4, S 1/2 8E 1/4 Nw
'1‘44&&'1&, S 1/2 S 1/2 SW 1/4 NW 1/4 NE 1/4, Sw 1/4
1/%, 8 1/2 SW 1/4, and 1/4 3W 1/4,

Parcel No. a:

Section 17, Township 3 South, Range 20 East,
Mount Diablo Base and Meridian;

The NW 1/4 Sw 1/4, S 1/2 N 1/2, and NE 1/4
Sw 1/4,

Pareel No. 3:

Section 18, Township 3 South, Range 20 East,
Mount Diablo Base and Meridian;

The N 1/2 SE 1/4, SE 1/4 NW 1/4, SW 1/4 NE 1/8,
and NE 1/4 3w 1/4,

Parcel No. k4:

A. -North Barium Lode Claim
-~ South Barium Lode Claim
Barium No. 1 Lode Claim
lying within Sections 15 and 19, Township 3
South, Range 20 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian,
all patented claims consaining 61,979 acres,

B. East Baryte Lode nigggg Claim, a patented
mining claim, eont 19, acres, lying within
Section 18, Towmship 3 th, Range 20 East, Mount
Diablo Base and Meridiam.

C. Bariua No, 2 - } um Claim Lode Mining Claim
lying within tion !..!;:=llh1p 3 South,

Bast, Nount Disble Base and Meridian, s patented min-
ing claim containing ﬂ.@ g

Ty ——
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00000000 deed="€elportarmining company 10 (e Usa; page 2Cort

~
o -_-r.‘-;#‘.
e e
i . —

Subject to:

(a) The leases, licenses, easements, rights of

way and grants described in Exhibit A attached hereto and
hereby incorporated nereln by reference;

e (b) Lease dated April 1, 1947, executed by EI

. Portal Mining Company, Lessor, to Standard 011 Company of

f California, Lessee, for terms and conditions therein set
forth (recorded December 12, 1047, in Volume 24 of Official
Records of Mariposa County, at page 47), as modified by docu-
ment dated April 21, 1953 (recorded April 30, 1953, in Volume
43 of Offieial Records, page 24, Mariposa County Records) ;

(¢) Any other leases, licenses, easements, rights

of way or rights in possession of which Grantor did not have

sctual knowledge as of March 24, 1958.
II. Grantor does hereby quitclaim to THE UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA the following unpatented mining claims, un-
patented millsites, and water rights:

/ Barium No. 3- lying within Section 18, Township
3. South, Range 20 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridlan;

Barium No, 6 - Lying within Section 19, Township
¥ 3 South, Range 20 East, Mount Piablo Base and Meridian;

e Barium No. 4 - lying within Sections 7 and 18,
Township 3 South, Range 20 East, Mount Diablo Base
and Meridian; ;

/' Parium Ne. 5 - lying within Section 18, Towmship
3 South, Range 20 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridilan;

And Amnex - lying within Section 18, Tbun.htt 3
Sotith, Range 20 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian;

/ Bast Baryte Millsite - lying within Section 18,
L Mp 3 South, Range 20 East, Mount Diablo Base

; and dan;

North Barium Millsite - lying within Seotions 18
and 19, Township 3 South, Range 20 East, Mount Biablo
Base and Meridiam. .

i

|-.‘Eij":-‘ i s Py "" %
‘L.!l':a;%.'. S i g gy 5 e 2
A, | i A e i i ¢ ST
I Pt 3 i -Gl el R &
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sAiiAr 1
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Lot Number

WO~ O\ W R

o o =
N = O

11A
13
14
16
17
18
19
20

22

EXHIBIT A

Leases

Tenant
Mrs. M. Johnson
A. Sellenrick
W. E. Brantley
Eloise A. Queroz
R. E. Brantley
R. J. Kirk
Mrs. N. W. Bredeman
Wallis Gullic
H. §. Anderson
J. C., wWright
Lee Youd
A. J. Kohler
A. Carroll Parish
J. Hansen
Margaret Bolin
Pauline Landy
Gladys Reed
H. Y. Reeves
Robert Babcock
T. H. Murphy
Pletcher Acord
G. A. Dukes
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Lot Number Tenant
23 Carroll Clark
24 william Elliott
25 : Mrs. Anne Hulme
20 Mrs. Bebe Cline
2 James Ray
28 H. L. Odgers
29 Iva Mercer
30 Raymond T. Munson
3 Mrs. Esther Shiveley
32 Vernon Webb
33 Segrid Nelson
33A-33B T. Freitas
34 Anne Dusterhoft
35 Maggie Zimmerman
37 F. McCleese
39 Clyde Gann
40 Robert F. and Mildred Powell
53 D. McElligott
54 W. Zollers
55 Robert Ringrose
56 Ivan Wiswall
57 B. FP. Hickok
58 Otto Rinquist

59 : Wwalter J. Pitzpatrick
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Lot Number
60
61
62
63
64
6hA
65
66-67
68

(@0]
W

EI &Y E

B8 ES

99
100

101

Tenant
Peter Taglio

H. F. Boughton
B. Laughter
Anna Phillips
Y. L. Marshall
Mary A. Dirting
A. Muler

W. A. Sayers

El Portal Food Market
(W. A. Neubert)

R. G. Brown

J. S. Murphy

J. Vence

Manuel Senna

Laura M. Moore

John Walliser

J. J. Murphy

Stanley Hollingsworth
James Price

Post Office (D. D. Shepherd)
E. Bartsch

F. Barthlome

H. Salmon

D. C. Munley

Post No. 2971,
Veterans of Poreign Wars

W. W. Williams
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Lease covering Inn and Coffee Shop with W. E. Brantley,
commenced August 1, 1947, renewed to July 31, 1962, by extension
of lease dated February 15, 1955.

Lease dated September 24, 1957, covering food market
on Highway 140, with W. A. Neubert, to expire March 31, 1962

Lease with Standard 011 Company of California dated
January 22, 1957, and expiring August 31, 1959, covering areas
used for bulk plant and cottages.

Lease with Standard 0il Company of California covaring
Station 8746, extended to March 31, 1967, by letter dated
August 27, 1957.

Lease for garage with William J. Leary, assigned to
A. Sellenrick on March 29, 1950, to expire on October 31, 1059,
covering a concrete block buillding adjacent to the post office

on the side of the post office toward the Standard 0il bulk plant.

Rights of Way

1. Certain rights of way granted to the San Joaquin
Light and Power Corporation pursuant to resolutions of vendor's
directors dated December 28, 1932, and covering the following
property:

(a) A strip of land one hundred (100) feet wide, lying
rifty (50) feet (measured at right angles) on each side of the

following described line:
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00-00-0000: property fease informatiomand-Tights of way, page 2cont

—

Beginning at a point on the West line of the SE 1/4
NW 1/4 Section 18, and distant thereon 1088 feet South
from the NW corner thereof and running thence N. 57° 06!
E. a distance of 213 feet to a point thence N. 50° 46t g,
a distance of 1122 feet to a point; thence S. 70° p &L
a distance of 1%%6 feet to a point; thence N. 83° 37' E.
a distance of 281 feet to a point; thence N. 66° 57" E,
293 feet to a point on the East line of the claim "Annex"
which point is 589 feet South from the NE corner thereof .
Also, beginning again on the West line of the 8 1/2 of
the NW 1/4 of Section 17 and distant thereon 1060 feet
North from the SW corner thereof and running thence N,
80° O4' E, a distance of 888 feet to a point; thence N.
78° 41' E. 700 feet to a point on the North 1ine of the
S 1/2 of the NW 1/4 of Section 17, which point 1is approx-
imately 1550 feet E. from the NW corner thereof,

(b) A strip of land ten (10) feet wide, lying five
(5) feet (measured at right angles) on each side of the center
line described in said resolutions.

2. Rights of way granted to the Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric Company for a single line of poles granted pursuant to a
resolution of vendor's directors dated December 20, 1939, and
covering the following property:

Certain strips of land, ten (10) feet in width and

lying five (5) feet on each side of the following described
center lines:

1. Beginning at a point from which the quarter
cormer common to sald Sections 17 and 18 bears North
3° 47" West 364.2 feet distant, and running thence
South 73' 13' West 379.7 feet; thence South 71° 13!
West 374 feet; thence South 63° 59' wost 165 feet, more
or less, to a point in an existing electric transmission
line of Licensee crossing said premises.

2. Beginning at said point from which said quarter
corner bears North 3® 47' West 364.2 feet distant, and
running thence North 75° 13' East 794,3 feet, more or
less, to a point in said premises,
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00=00=0000 property tease imformatiomand-rightsof way, page-3cont

—

3. Right of way granted to Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric Company for extenslon of a line and one pole granted pur-
suant to a resolution of vendor's directors dated September 22,
1648, and covering certain property in section 17, M.D.B.& M.,
Mariposa County, to furnish service to two additional tenants
in the property known as "On-the-Hill" at El1 Portal.

4. Grant of certain rights to the State of California,
Division of Highways, pursuant to a resolution of vendor's di-
rectors dated August 1, 1951, including a grant deed to approxi-
mately 51/100ths of an acre opposite the North Barium mining
claim for the purpose of rerouting the highway.

5. Agreement for contacts to poles in connection with
line running from well to motor at El Portal, entered with
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, pursuant to a resolution of
vendor's directors dated September 24, 1952,

6. License for use of a road running over claims under
lease to National Lead Company granted to Incline Mining Company
pursuant to a resolution of vendor's directors dated March 31,
1954,

7. Grant of right of way to The Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Company pursuant to a resolution of vendor's directors
dated April 30, 1956, and covering the following real property
in Mariposa County, California:
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The Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter
(SW 1/4% of NW 1/4) of Section 16 and the Southeast
quarter of the Northeast quarter (SE 1/4 of NE 1/4)
of Section 17, both in Township 3 South, Range 20
East, M.D.B.& M.
Said right of way is a strip of land ten (10) feet
in width, five (5) feet on each side of the centerline
as now surveyed by Grantee and staked upon the above
described real property, except at those locations
where 1t is necessary to construct, locate and install
guys, with anchorage; thence sald right of way 1s to
include said guys and anchors which are not to be con-
structed beyond a maximum distance of twenty-five (25)
feet from saild centerline.
8. Grant of right of way to the Mariposa County Road.
D partment pursuant to a resolution of vendor's directors dated
April 30, 1956, and covering an area 40 feet wide, 20 feet on
each side of the central line of the old Yosemite Valley Railroad
Grade, not including that portion of the grade passing through
the town of ElL Portal.
9. Grant of right of way to The Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Company, pursuant to a resolution of vendor's directors
dated June 1, 1956, for installation of a telephone line to the
school at El Portal.

10. Grant and donation to the State of Califormia, Divi-
sion of Highways, pursuant to a resolution of vendor's directors
dated December 12, 1956, of a parcel of land 450 feet long and
having a width varying from 41 feet to 56 feet, for widening of

hiphway, reserving water rights and mineral rights in the deed.
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A

11. Rights of way owned by the State of California
covering approximately 1.5 miles of California State Highway
140, ’

12. Whatever rights may be held by the County of
Mariposa in connection with the so-called "Davis Road" and
the road to the El Portal Grammar School.

13, Certain rights granted to T. C. Wooten and the

© A=l Television and Radio Service for mﬁnm and redio service

transmission, including rights to maintain wires and a distri-
bution center, all as more specifically set forth in an agree-
ment dated November 20, 1956, by and between vendor and T. C.
Woeoten,

14, Rights of way or easements held by El Portal Water
Company for certain uaderground pipe lines servicing vendor's
leasees.

15. All rights of way or easements held by the Pacific
Gas and Electric Cempany in, over or upon the subject property.

16. All rights of way or easements held by The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Cempany in, over or upon the subject

property.

B e B SRR o e S -
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United States Department of the Interior | recery £ )

Western Rar'nnz! Clfica
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
.O0. B i B I o ]
i kil r-d<¢1'79
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, CALIFORNIA 95389

IN REPLY REFER TO:

D039 {kegionzl Director ,

1379 juep- Regional Dir. |

| &
| Admivsiaion | | 3
. SV B e e AR Ve S
| | B
. i —

upeiations 1

¥Mr. Gunter A. Redldin Res. Mgmt. Flan | |

Supervising Sanitary Engineer | e
1

Sanitary Engineering Section e

. €20 ue
Department of Ileaith Services T e
3545 Tast 3hields Avenue i e
i Fresno, CA 93727 kcuga 1.

Jear Mr. Redlin:

tnclosed are copies of the four well logs which you requested
in your letter of October 18, 1973. A log of Yosemite
Valley Well No. 2 was delivered to you on January 30 by Bill
Hdatteson, but the copy enclosed has been updated with the

! U8GS well number.

The "Water Well Report” for El Portal MNo. 1 was fahricated
oy drawing upon the memories of those who were involved in
digging this well. Unfortunately, it is the best we can do
a8 no written records were made at the time.

Sincerely yours,

Ui

i Leslie ?. Arnberger
Superintendent

; tnclosures 4.

bee:
(WR)RW - Division of Water Resources, w/c enc.

\
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6.

WATER V111,

G

Lo

FL_PORTAL #1

Dept of Interior
onal Parl Seirvice
smite Hational Park
emite Naticnal Paxk, CA 95389

Location of Well:

El Portal, Mariposa Ccunty;
Iwp. 38, Rne. 20E. Ssec, 18;
About 50 ft. north of Merced
River at east end of Rancheria
Flat,

Type of VWork:

New well

Use:

Municipal

Equipmenﬁ:

Hand tools

Casing:

Corrugated Metal Pipe,
Galvanized

Diameter: &4 ft. from

0' to 10', 3'-8" from

10" o 2!

Perforations or Screen:
None. Water enters well

at bot! »m and hetween
casiug soctions.

10.

o O

*Note: Imn recent vears

Construction:

Sanitary Sesl? o
Strata Sealed? |«

Water Level:

5 ft. below surfuc:
(Static)

Well Tests:
With drawdewn to booro

of well, 180 grm co
be pumped indesfini

..1 i

aor

Well Log:
Depth: 20 ft.

All material resoved
consisted of topsoil,
river sand and grzv:l

and cobbles.

Work started ard
completed: 16¢
by National Paru Service

the surrounding strazc
have become shn“c; in,
reducing the sustaincd
yield to 85 gpm (1973).
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Q 3 "
o

w=y ¥ IN REPLY REFER TO: -

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE lf{_\/,-..-.. iz e
: May 2, 1960
Memorandum
To: Chief, WODC
From: Superinten.dent, Yosemite

Subject: Chemical Analysis for Water Sample( E1 Portal Well -

Attached are two copies of the subject analysis which was made
by the California Department of Public Health. This information

was requested by Project Supervisor Ralph Stratton.

SCR VI

intendent

ran

B

In duplicate ‘V ?“’-"(/, :

FA

AR
Attachment \ i~

N>
=
e
‘-
>
N
)
~
i
l
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T_Gm.-mmpvemmu utilitres™
~\
.

K o UNITEL STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER.OR ) ) 'fjv_'?‘?"'*’ "h,b
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE b \ { h\\'}
COMPLETION REPORT OF STRUCTION PROJECT | ‘!,’ |V
P R 1 s AR ; e e ~ : Tsrate
e | Yosemite National Park | Mariposa 4 California
PROJECT OR JOB TITLE PCP NO
Utilities (Water & Sewer) M-T8
LOCATION IN AREA e s T T T T (RER Dl Ay - [ VO R
_ El Portal Trailer Village =~ [NP-YOS- Assigned)|  --
WORKING DRAWING NO AND TITLE
NP-YOS-3449 Water & Sewer Systems, El Portal Trailer Cowrt Srial
APPROPRIATION TITLE AND SYMBOL ACCOUNT NO
14X1035 Construction, National Park Serwvice | B-8-Y0SE
CONTRACT NO DATE WORK STARTED DATE WORK COMPLETED
_1b-20-Mkhr 00 | August 1959 March 1960 /,&
NAME DF CDNTRICTOR ADDRESS
S Y 'I'lgona.s Construction Co, === | Fresno, California
COST ANALYSIS
N - consmucron e o |OWRSE | R
Sewer System various  various $58, 59k, 30
Water System = y 46,596. 36
Total Construction $105,190, 66
Ps&S (19.064) _ 20,049, 34
|
|
|
|
Verified by Field Finance Office
a0 AL P I
S rvi A
E ___A__.-_ﬁ_..f.,ip,fi, ] __ToTAL | $125,240.00
SUMMARY OF EXPENDlTURES
PERSONAL SERVICES EQUlPMENT ! MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES
OTHER
PS&S  $20,0k9, 34
R R (RGNS e ) R e "
ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT FIRST SECOND THIRD
_ $107,352.50 Prome 0 T SN ot e kil
FINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT TFGURTH FIFTH ‘SIXTH
$105,190. 66 | 1
THIS PROJECT OR JOB HAS BEEN COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH
e Lt S _ﬁmvso DRAWINGS, SPECIFICATIONS, AUTHORIZED CHANGES e
“SUBMITTED BY (Name ang. t]e) i MT_ DATE BIE
m&yﬁhﬁe-nd title 5 Prgje Supervisor y " loaTe %22, 3
John C. Preston, Sepetiheeddplil—N ‘.~ , RNMMERNRS SRS ' W s RO
ACH NARRATIVE STATEMENT. PHOTOGRAPHS, AND * ‘AS BUILT" DRAWINGS TO THIS FORM)

SR
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Construction of Water & Sewer Systems

El Portal Trailer Village

Yosemite National Park, California

PCP M-T8 Account B-8-YOSE

Plans and specifications were prepared by the Western Office,
Division of Design and Construction, and invitations to bid were
distributed by Yosemite National Park. Bids were opened in

Yosemite National Park onm July 16, 1959. Contract No. 1k-10-hhk-491,
which also included the Roads and Trailer Sites, was awarded to
Thomas Comstruction Compeny, P.0. Box 1547, Fresno, California,

in the amount of $162,510,00, The following bids were received:

! Malvan & Nichols

Name Schedule A Schedule B Total
CB Construction Co. $70, 345,00 $165,008, 80 $235,353.80
V. L Fitchett 72,60, 10 112,416, 70 185,056, 80
Granit Comstruction Co. 71,967.50 111,515, 20 183,482, 70
Valley Engineers 55, 317. 50 117,902,00 173,219. 50
63,797. 00 102,997.00 166,794, 00 :
55,15T7. 50 107,352. 50 162,510, 00

! Thomas Construction Co.

This Completion Report covers only Schedule "B".

The Notice to Proceed was ackmowledged on August 4, 1959, which estab-
lished August 5, 1959, as the first calendar day of the Contract Period
and January 31, 1960, as the expiration date. An extension of 14 calendar
days was granted under Change Order No. 1; a Stop Order was in effect
from January 9, 1960, to January 18, 1960, both dates inclusive, and
another Stop Order was in effect from Jamuary 28, 1960, to February 2k,
1960, both dates inclusive. The Contract Time was accordingly extended
and a final completion date of the Contract was established as April 3,
1960,
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Unit costs were as follows:

Esti- As Esti- As
mated Comstructed Unit mated Constructed
Item Units Units Costs Cost Costs
1. 4" B&S Clay Pipe 1200 1200 $ 3.70 $ 4,440,00 $ L4, 440,00
2. Concrete Insp. Boxes 2 ea 2 114,00 228,00 228,00
3. 15,000 gal. Septic tank 1 ea 1 6500, 00 6,500, 00 6, 500, 00
k. 6" cast iron Soil pipe 3500’ 3517 7.20 25,200,00 25,322 k0
5 e e e a8eot 220k 4,85 13,580.00 11,125.90
6. Trailer Sewer Connects 75 ea 62 99. 50 7,462, 50 6,169. 00
7. Concrete Manholes 21 ea 21 229.00 h,809. 00 k,809. 00
8. 6" C.I. Water Pipe
for river crossing 200" 189’ 20,00 k,000, 00 3,780,00
9. 6" Water Pipe,C.I. 550 3 6.10 3,355.00 4, 459,10
7 A B B s 3020 2928 5.00 15,100,00 1h,6k0,00
11. 2" G.S. Pipe 1900 2001 3. 30 6,270.00 6,603, 30
12, 3/h" Copper Service pipe 2000' 207k’ 0,6k 1,280.00 1,327.36
13. Connection to pump 1 ea | 166,00 166.00 166.00
1k, 4" Gate Valves b ea b 133.00 532,00 532, 00
T ol 12 ea 12 60.00 720,00 720.00
16. Trailer Water Comnnects 75 ea 62 136.00 10,200,00 32.00
17. 13" Fire Hydrants 13 ea 1k 270.00 3,510,00 _;6 .oo
$107, 352. 50- $10 :

Change Order No.l
Total $105,190, 66

The under runs on the items were cmused by cutting out 13 trailler sites
from the original estimate, Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $2,156.60
included insulating the water service connections to the trailer and a
pressure reducing valve on the main water line.

Construction progress was good. Large amounts of rock were encountered
requiring a lot of blasting. The work was well coordinated by the
Contractor's superintendent.

All work was completed and Final Imspection made on March 25, 1960, by
John C. Preston, Superintendent; Keith Neilson, Assistant Superintendent;
H. J. Allcock, Park Engineer; John Adams, Park Landscape Architect;

Claude Cottrell, Park Plumber Foreman; Ralph Stratton, Project Supervisor,
WODC; and Mr. R. Tout, contractor's superintendent. Since the contract was

done before April 3, 1960, the question of liquidated damages did not apply.

Usable facilities were provided.
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(Hmﬁm T i ject

'(‘{,':_‘.‘_'}.’,‘ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOI
- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
COMPLETION REPORT OF CONSTRUCTION PRO ECT

REGION AREA COUNTY STATE
Western Yosemite National Park Mariposa California
PROJECT OR JOB TITLE G PCP MO

Utilities for Incinerator and Dump U-117
LOCATION IN AREA 3 MASTER PLAN NO. BUILDING MO,

El Portal

NP-YO0S-3415

WORKING DRAWING NO_ AND TITLE

NP-Y0S8-3538 Utilities for Incinerator, El Portal

APPROPRIATION TITLE AND SYMBOL

14X1035 Construction, National Park Service B-30-YOSE
CONTRACT MNO. DATE WORK STARTED DATE WORK COMPLETED
14-10-0444-688 : |sept. 1961 April 1962 -«
ADDRESS

NAME OF CONTRACTOR

Industrial Service & Engr. Co,

Lynwood, California

COST ANALYSIS
CONSTRUCTION ITEMS ary. o o
1. Water System extension & storage -- -- $32,989. 82
2. Septic tank and Absorption field .12,6h1, 76
(See attached narrative for construction
items and unit costs)
Total Construction $45,631. 58
PS&S (16.27%) 7,42k, 26
. Verified by Field Finance Office
i ~
i oy .
I ccount icer
' 32 TOTAL $53.055. 84

PERSONAL SERVICES EQUIPMENT

OTHER

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES

MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES

=

CHANGE ORDERS

ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT FIRST SECOND THIRD

__$b5,952.15 %

TINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT FOURTH FIFTH SIXTH
$45,631. 58

mw(m-.u-mm

mrfn l'r (Nl-. and title) ; :S- ) :
¢\

THIS PROJECT OR ,IOI HAS BEEN COWI.ET!D IN ACCORDANCE WITH
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Narrative Statement

Utilities for Incinerator and

Dump, El1 Portal

This project was accomplished as a part of Contract No,llk-10-OLL4L-688

awarded to Industrial Service and Engineering Company of Lynwood,

California. The first day of the contract was established as
August 18, 1961. Following is a list of construction items and costs:

Item
Number Description
B-1 lin,ft., 4" cast iron waterline

B-2 linft. 2" galv., steel waterline 152)
B-3 ea., 4" gate valve, w/valve box 2
B-4 ea., 2" gate valve, w/valve box 3
B-5 Air Relief Valve 8 i
B-6 Float Valve 1
B-7 ea,, 2" fire hydrants,w/auxl, valves ; |
B-8 ea., 20,000 gal. steel reservoir 1
B-9 cu. yds., Unclass.excvn.for reservoir L95
B-10 ea., septic tank 1
| B-11 ea., settling tank 1
’ B-12 Manholes 5
B-13 1lin,ft.,6" cast iron sewer line 239.3
B-14  1lin,ft. 4" cast iron sewer line 191
B-15 1lin,.ft., absorption trench,w/4" VC pipe 250
B-16 ea., 2" water meter 1
Total

Quan:itz

8
8{‘33‘\888888"888883

:

L

Unit
Price

2388,

U o

- 8885 8,

8o

-

8883

e w W e
2
“ .

= RPWOEHENDFEFEND
33

883
8558888888

o
S

$45,631. 58

The contractor began construction in September 1961 with excavation of the
trench and placing the 2" diameter supply line between the residential area
and the proposed 20,000 gallon water storage tank, In October he began work
on the sewer lines, manholes, septic tank, and access road to the water tank,
Work progressed throughout the winter with the water tank and 4" supply line

completed to the incinerator and dump during December, January, and
The entire project was substantially complete and in use by

February.
March,

P YT

Final inspection was made May 21, 1962, and the project accepted.

L LA,

WS-
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a

Cofn/;/e-#;)\ L. pert
Building and Utility Reconstruction

El Portal
PCP B-180-1, Account B-6-YOSE

A. Utility Reconstruction : $6,388.92

1. Sewer System, Residence 700 ($975.00)

The septic tank and leaching lines serving Residence 700
were washed out by the 1955 flood. Sewage, prior to the time the pro-
perty was acquired by the Govermment, discharged directly into the
Merced River.

A 1,000 gallon concrete septic tank and effluent leaching
lines were constructed prior to the time Residence 700 was occupied by
Govermment personnel.

2. Water System ($5,413.92)

The old water system serving Residences Nos. 700, 703,
70k, and 705 acquired by the Government from the National Lead Co.
wvas a worn out and deteriorated system that provided rusty water to the
residences at a pressure of from 5 to 10 pounds. The pump was completely
worn out and frequently failed to operate.

A new 17 foot well lined with four foot corrugated culvert
material with a concrete cap and manhole with an overlapping cover was
constructed. A yield test conducted on August 13, 1959, indicated a
maximum constant production of 170 gallons per minute at maximum draw-
down.

A new water pump was purchased and installed on a concrete
base with corrugated steel shelter near the well. The pump was a Gould
5 x 5 Pyramid Pump, 5 H.P., 3 phase, 220/L40 volt motor, 60 cycle,

1750 RPM, rated at 50 GPM at 231 foot head.

A power line was extended to serve the pump and a messenger
line with float and control mechanism was installed on poles from the
storage tanks to the pump.

Two existing 8,000 gallon redwood storage tanks were dis-

mantled and installed at a higher elevation to provide adequate water
pressure at the four residences.

50 feet of 3" G.5. pipe were installed between the pump
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ADDITION TO

Supplzmental Water Supply
El Portal, Yosemite National Park

Environmental summary should also consider Phase II of this work. The
assessment provided by the Denver Service Center is to be augmented
| by this condition:

Compliance:

| All areas that will be disturbed by the construction equipment or
| activity in Phase I or in Phase II will be inspected by an archeologist
! to determine the presence of any archeological evidence. The archeolo-
: gist will determine measures to be taken to avoid or mitigate adverse

impacts to these resources (see Clearance No. 35-79-YOSE for the wells).

A representative of the resource management division will survey all
sites for the presence of rare or endangered plants. This representa-
tive will determine measures to be taken to avoid or mitigate adverse
impacts to these plants.

During development phases of thé well, adequate measures will be
employed to prevent pollution into the Merced River. The pipe connect-
ing the wells to the existing water system will be placed in presently
impacted areas such as cross bridges or along road shoulders whenever
possible,

All powerlines will be underground in the vicinity of the pump house.

Structures will be designed and located and planning will be used to
minimize visual intrusion of the facilities.

In the laying of pipe and underground power conduit or cable, special
effort will be made to protect roots over two inches in diameter.
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« «« REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

DATE: June 26, 1996 TIME: 11:30 a.m.
PROJECT: YOSE - El1 Portal

NPS PERSON ON CALL: Alice E. Johns
[ 1] I RECEIVED A CALL FROM [x ] I CALLED

PERSON: Ed Walls
ORGANIZATION: Chief of Maintenance
ADDRESS: YOSE

TELEPHONE: 209-379-1077

DISCUSSION: I called for clarification on the current water system at El Portal.
Ed said that the water system consists of 6 wells--numbers 2-7. Well number 1 is
no longer in use. Number 7 has just gone on line.

He also asked about water right issues associated with Tuolumne Meadows. I told
him that Steve Stone of DSC had requested a water right analysis, and that it
would be next after El Portal and Biledo. If there was a need for it to be
placed at a higher priority, I suggested that Ed talk to Mark Butler.

Ed said that he would call back with current information on well production. He
called back and said that the current system is capable of producing 307 gpm.

In 95, 42 million gallons were withdrawn. Averaged over the year, that is about
80 gpm. Withdrawals are about 100,000 gpd in winter, more 200,000 gpd in summer.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:

COPIES TO:
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e s . REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

DATE: June 26, 1996 TIME: 11:10 a.m.
PROJECT: YOSE - El Portal

NPS PERSON ON CALL: Alice E. Johns
[ ] I RECEIVED A CALL FROM [x ] I CALLED

PERSON: William Werrell
ORGANIZATION: DEVA
ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: 619-786-3255

DISCUSSION: Bill's previous position was hydrologist with the Water Operations
Branch of the Water Resources Division. In that capacity, Bill had provided
technical assistance to Yosemite National Park, to find well locations, develop
specs for drilling, conducting aquifer tests, and organizing information for
wells. I asked Bill if he concurred with the conclusion that all the wells
numbered 1-7 at El Portal tapped the underflow of the river. He said yes he did
and that I could reference this telephone conversation in the water rights
report. He said there is the possibility of a pretty good sized crevice that
would bring in something in from the side. 1Its pretty subjective as to what it
would produce relative to the Merced, but it is probably small relative to the
Merced. The Merced is so large with a large supply of water, it is the dominant
supply. Glacial four has been sealing up the permeabilities, and there are
problems drilling wells. Bill has recommended to DSC that the dig a deep ditch,
fill it with sand, breach it, put well screen in and some casing, then get
filtration from the river, and its permeable enough to let water in.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:

COPIES TO:
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“Action taken :
From: Superintendent, Yosemite

Subject: Information and Recommendations on E1 Portal Water Systems

The E1 Portal Administrative Site (Site) was purchased by the Government in
1958. Today 650 people live there and 40 employees work there as well. The
GMP calls for E1 Portal to become the administrative headquarters of the park
and the primary residence area for park and concession employees working in
Yosemite Valley. Accordingly, the area is now being developed, and by the year
1990 should house between 1200 to 1500 people. In addition, approximately 150
permanent employees are expected to work there at that time. Projections indi-
cate that water demand for domestic irrigation, fire and maintenance uses might
be increased from 46 to 57 percent by that time.

Prior to 1958 Mr. William Brantley, who owned the E1 Portal store, hotel and
motel had a well immediately adjacent to the Merced River. That well became
contaminated and thereafter he pumped water directly out of the river to meet
his needs. Mr. Brantley had two 10,000 gallon water storage tanks and his
holdings were bought by the Government in or around 1958.

The National Lead Mining Company is believed to have had water rights on Crane
Creek within what is today the E1 Portal Administrative Site. Crane Creek's
flows invariably got so Tow in summer and fall that the company was forced to
draw the water it needed directly from the Merced River. National Lead sold
out and the E1 Portal Water Company appears to have bought National Lead's
rights to Crane Creek. When the Government bought the Site in 1958 it appar-
ently acquired these rights.

Due to its low flow and upstream contamination, Crane Creek has not been used
since the park purchased the property in 1958. In 1962, shortly after the
Government acquisition, Moss Creek was developed and connected to the E1 Portal
system. It then became the primary water source until wells were developed in
1980 and 1981. Since that time, the park has tried to retire Moss Creek, a
surface source subject to contamination. However, the well system is barely
able to keep up with current demand when Wells No. 2, 3, 4 and 5 are function-
ing properly. Several times in the past three years mechanical or other prob-
lems in that system have required the park to reactivate the Moss Creek source.
In the future, should Moss Creek be dry at such times--a common occurrence in
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Tate summer and fall--the only practical recourse would be to turn again to the
Merced River source.

In all, six wells have been developed by the Park in the Site. Well No. 1, a
very shallow, hand-dug well was developed in the 1960's or before. In 1974
this well was contaminated during construction of the E1 Portal Wastewater
Treatment Plant. Following decontamination it was again put into service where
it remained until the present well system was developed. At that time it was
taken out of service because it was too shallow--22 feet deep--to meet public
health standards. Well No. 2 was developed in 1972 and Wells 3, 4 and 5 were
developed in 1980 and 1981 and collectively comprise the main water source for
the E1 Portal system today. Well No. 6 was drilled during the latter period
but because of its very low yield has not been connected to the system.

Mr. John Banias, Park plumbing foreman, has worked in the E1 Portal area since
1953. He recalls one or two occasions in the 1960's when water sources in

E1 Portal got so depleted that the Park was forced to draw water directly from
the Merced River. On these occasions waterwas pumped 24 hours per day for
several months to meet demands.

In 1974 during construction of the E1 Portal Wastewater Treatment Plant, Well
No. 1, one of two operational wells in the Site, was contaminated and tempo-
rarily taken out of use. Demand soon exceeded the supply from Moss Creek,
then the Site's main water source, and the park was forced to pump from the
Merced River for approximately four months. Again, during the two year drought
of 1976 and 1977 the park found it necessary to pump out of the river for four
full months. Mr. Banias remembers that the Park plumbing branch pumped water
out of the Merced River and into the water system at a rate of 70 GPM for

24 hours each day from July 1 through October 31 on both years. Demand still
exceeded supply and the Park had to ration water to residents during this
period. Please see enclosed record of such use in 1977 labeled Exhibit No. 1.

Currently, summer and fall water demand at E1 Portal exceeds 200,000 gallons
per day (GPD). This year, 1984, demand ranged from an average low of 78,821 GPD
or 2,443,460 gallons per month in March to an average high of 298,000 GPD or
9,255,350 gallons per month in July. Please see attached table for monthly use

during 1984.

In view of the historic difficulty of meeting water demands at E1 Portal and

the greatly increased demand that will accompany planned development of the
Administrative Site, we feel that the Service should attempt to perfect a water
right on the Merced River without delay. Ideally, this action should be
completed before FERC can come to a decision on Mr. Joseph M. Keating's Applica-
tion 27981, which involves the affected reach of the river.

Enclosures
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
DENVER SERVICE CENTER
755 Parfet Street :
P.O. Box 25287 X g
Denver, Colorado 80225 : R

Maxrch 12, 1980

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Western Region
From: Assistant Manager, Pacific Northwest/Western Team, DSC

Reference: Yosemite National Park, Develop Well Water System, E1 Portal,
~PurRAge 223

Subject: Trip Report - February 25-29, 1980

Enclosed for your review and information is a copy of a trip report
completed by Henry Espinoza on his recent trip to Yosemite National
Park.

By copy of this memorandum we are sending the Superintendent, Yosemite,
a copy of the report for his information and files.

Kenneth Raithel, J:j

!
Enclosure (\_/}

ce:
Supt., Yosemite, w/c enc.

CONSERVE

Save Energy and You Serve America!
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Mareh 10, 1938

Hemprandum:
To: Assistant Manager, Pacifie Northwest/Yestsrn Tecam, 1SC

: \
From: Henry Dspimoza, Civil Engineer, Ecob Schiller, Feologist

#eference: Yosemite ¥atiormal Park, Yevelop Well Water System, ZI Portal,
Package 223
kage 2

N

re

Subj £ Trip Report, Feruary 25~29, 1980

14

C

D
b

3
:

JBPCS

<

‘aka an on site investigation of proposed project, comrlete an environ-
nental impact analysis of the proposed project site, and reviaw project
with Park Staff and Caltranms.

e

CONCLUSION

Procesed with comstruction design drawings incorporatine comments made
during neetings with members of Park Staff and State Highway Officals.
Proceed with environmentsl analysis and preparation of a memo to files
for the Superintendent’s signature.

DISCUSSION

¥at with the followlng members of the Park Staff and Caltran Jfficials:

John Byrne Agsistant Park Superintendent
5111 Hatteson Park Enginzer

Steve Danziger Park Archaeoclogzist

John Banias Plumbing Forman

Don Fox Park landscape Architect

J.W. Cameron Caltrans

Carl Carpenter Caltrans
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The maior items of discussion were:

FLINDINGS

[\

Explore all possible routings of the piplines in regards to cost,
dasign, visual and archaeological impacts.

That all chlorimatiom building sites be selected by lLandscape drchitect
Andrea Cheltin.

That Steve Danziger would study all possible routings of the pire lines
so that no line would be constructed over any significant archaeological
site. Steve would initiate project clearance documentation and forward
material to the Western Archaeological Center.

That the new and existing well pumps be automated to the gZreatest extent.

That the existing Tug Well Mo. (me, and the “oss creek Intake and Tipe
Line be abandoned.

That the chloripation buildings be designed for possible exposure to the
public. That thought be given to constructing a rain shelter as part

of the chlorination building.

Imphasized fact that these three new vells are for replacement of the
voss Creek and Well ¥o. One water supplies and that nc additional

water supply would be gained from this project.

Wherever possible, have project design with future expansion of water
service in mind.

Provide same make of chlorination equipment as now in service.

That Caltran permitts, would be required by both the Park Service
and Contractor.

vinimm of three feet of cover would be reguired in state right of way.

o suspension of pipelines would be allowed on any state bridge.

Several reservoirs and pumps are controlled by floats.
viost well eites afford three or more alternmate pipe line routes.
Archaeological sites are abundant in the Z1 Portal Area.

flectrical power is avalalable at all three well sites.
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O

.

RICCHMENDATIONS

axtent.

Incorporate proposal, alternatives and impacts in a hrief envirommental

analysis.

Approved For Distribution:

A1l pipe line routes ba analyzed for best rosaible routing.
All chlerinaticn buildings be architecturallyv designed.

3. Yew and existing well and reservoir svstem be antomated te fullast

- S d

o 1 T SRR S, Uil L
5 S AR

Assistant Mapmager Pacific ¥orthwest/Western Team Tate

Enclosure

ce:

Supt., Yosemite P w/c enc.

s 2
R Dir. Western Region, w/c enc.
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Memorandum i?aﬂ
; Clos Taken i
To: Regional Director, Western Region RFQ has Cop
& e
From: @Sséuperintendent, Yosemite Sl

Subject: Envirommental Analysis concerning design of supplemental“1 ‘ )
water supply for El Portal, Package 223, Yosemite % ¢

Enclosed is the Envirommental Analysis for the above subject prepared
by the Denver Service Center and our addition to the Compliance
section.

We have concluded that the entire project, Phase 1 and Phase 11, is
not a major federal action having a significant impact on the human
enviromment. Provisions to minimize adverse impacts described in
the assessment and its addition will become part of the project work.

NP

William N. Burgen
Enclosure

cc: Denver Service Center, TWE, w/enc.
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W@.’Sﬂp‘p‘l‘bmcma: watersupplyreport

SUPPLEMENTARY WATER SUPPLY
EL PORTAL, YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

Description of the Problem

A central water system serves the lower portion of the El1 Portal
community, beginning at the old residential area and extending to the
| new wastwater treatment facility (Fig. 1). This system resulted from
i » add-on construction. Some areas are very old and the state of repairs
: of various sections remain unknown due to lack of drawings.

‘ Three water sources presently serve the system: a drilled well

i providing 65 gallons per minute (GPM), a dug well which provides

: 85 GPM but which has been contaminatéd, and the Moss Creek surface
intake. The surface water source dries up during the summer months
and demand peaks at that time. Presently, peak monthly use is
estimated at 409,000 gallons per day (GPD) or an average flow of 284
GPM. Approximately 75 percent of the demand is for irrigatiom.
Domestic use composes the remainder of the demand. Overall demand
outstrips supply by approximately 193,000 GPD during critical

summer months.

The drilled well, with only a 10 foot sanitary seal, does not meet
current health department water standards.

' Relationship to Previous Planning

| The draft general management plan, which has been approved and is now

‘ on public review, calls for replacement and upgrading of the El Portak
i water system with efforts focused on conversion to ground water sources
I where feasible. The draft environmental statement comprehensively

; covers impacts of development in the El Portal area, including

i conversion to ground water sources.

Description of the Proposal

The water system will be converted from mixed surface and ground water
to total reliance on ground water. The Moss Creek intake, as well

as the contaminated dug well, will be abandoned. Additional wells will
be drilled as needed to increase existing ground water production by
220 GPM. This production level will meet existing demand only.

The proposed project will occur in two phases. Phase I will be to
drill, develop, and test the wells; Phase II will connect them to the
i existing system, and provide emergency stand-by power. Connection may
require approximately 3,300 feet of pipe. This environmental analysis
deals only with Phase I.

i . ;
{ . a
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Well design consists of a five foot stainless stell riser pipe :
at the top, and a three foot stainless steel extension pipe at the
bottom (beginning at the top of the bedrock). The length of the
intervening telescoping unit will have a self-sealing packer.

Description of the Environment

hY

El Portal is a 200 acre area (2000 feet elevation) adjacent to the
western park boundary about 1.5 miles west of the Arch Rock Entrance
Station. Situated in the Merced River gorge, this development
functions primarily as an employee residential area with some
community facilities. The El Portal area was designated an admin-
istrative area in 1958. The Merced River canyon in this vicinity
is in the chaparral vegetation zone characterized by isolated blue
and canyon live oaks (Quercus douglasii, Q. chrysolepis), digger
pine (Pinus sabiniana), growing in association with chaparral
dominated by rabbitbrush (Chysothamnus spp.), ceanothus (Ceanothus
spp.) and mountain mahogany (Cercocarpus spp.)

Environmental Impact

Overall El Portal development will have long-term and significant
cumulative impact upon archeological resources (site and integrity).
The proposed well sites lie within the El1 Portal Archeological
District, covered in the blanket 106 statement submitted to the

g Western Regional Office and the California State Historical Pre-

| servation Office. Two areas of particular concern are 4-MRP-358

and 4-MRP-181.

! G Environmental damage will occur due to site disturbance (50'x100'

E : per well site), but the water system development will enhance the
long term environmental productivity by increasing the quality and
quantity of surface water flow of Moss Creek. Although little data
exists on local groundwater hydrology it appears that by using
primarily underground sources, flows in the Merced, downstream of
El Portalt'will be moderately reduced since the wells are located in
riverbed alluvium. However, this reduction should be regligible due
to the offsetting addition to groundwater of tertiery treated effluent

from the E1 Portal plant.

The wells are to be located within the floodplain of the Merced River
(Fig. 1). Alluvial, loamy allunial, or .Ahwahnee soils are present

at the proposed well sites; these soils are relatively stable and no
significant hazards are associated with these sites. Site 1 lies
within the 100-year floodplain, with a 1-10 percent slope. Sites

2 and 3 lie within the 50-year floodplain with 1-10 percent and

11-20 percent slopes, respectively.

Use of ground water sources may assist in alleviating overflow
problems at the wastewater treatment facility, located down river
from the El Portal community, by lowering overall ground water levels.
The percolation ponds at the facility have been troubled by rising
ground water levels which, during periods of high water, introduce
treated wastewater directly into the Merced River.
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All probable archeological sites, in particular 4-MRP-358 and
4-MRP-181, must be flagged prior to work. If archeological resources
are encountered or uncovered during construction, they must be
protected and the Western Archeological Center or representatives

«' thereof, are to be notified and the project halted pending further

clearance.
The contractor is to protect all trees, shrubbery, etc. during
; - construction. All debris is to be removed, and vehicular traffic
| : and construction work must be confined to the construction sites as
! shown on the plans. Water pumped from the wells during testing will

be disposed of in the nearest sewer manholes.

Alternatives

The "no-action" alternative would result in the use of an inadequate
and sub-standard water supply, some components of which are not in
compliance with California Health and Safety codes.

Use of surface waters was rejected because of the additiomal work
associated with treatment and filtration, and the seasonal supply
problems experienced in this area. However, surface water supplies
may be developed should ground water supply be inadequate. -

Other sites were considered and eliminated where potential impacts
on cultural resources were apparent and more significant.

Compliance . - o

Standards are provided by the state in the California Department of
Water Resources Bulletin #74 (reprinted January 1971). Attention is
called to Part I, Sections 6 and 7, which requires well drillers to
be licensed and file reports concerning construction of water wells.
Deviations from published standards are to be recommended by the
appropriate agency. The State Department of Public Health has been
. consulted by the project design team. Permits for well drilling it
' are not required by the Water Resources agency.

The Contracting Officer will inspect the sites 10 days after receipt
of a report of major completion, and again one year after the project

completion.

Archeological clearance has been granted by the Western Archeological
Center (clearance no. 35-79-YOSE) conditional upon SHPO approval of the
Section 106 finding of no adverse effect, and the presence of an
archeologist during project implementation.

Conclusion

With the three wells proposed, present water demands would be met
during critical summer months. Each site will be tested to discern
the need for additional wells. Surface water flow may improve in Moss
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Creek while declining somewhat in the Merced River, while overflow
problems at the wastewater treatment plant may be alleviated.

Assessment of natural and cultural resources do not indicate
~ significant or irreversible impacts. It is not anticipated that
rare, endangered, or threatened species will be affected.

Since this environmental summary only deals with Phase I (weli
drilling), discussion of Phase II impacts (e.g., configuration and’
placement of pumps, wellheads with regard to floodplain hazards,
possible increase in electrical demand to operate the pumps) will
be addressed in future environmental documents.

Recommendation

Based on the above conclusions it is suggested that the proposed
project is not a major federal action affecting the quality of the
human environment, and is not of sufficient controversy to warrant

an environmental statement pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969. Should .further information on the above material
be desired, please contact Robert Schiller or Janice Auyong concerning
the discussion of environmental matters; or James Buckel concerning the
engineering details of the proposal. Please notify this office of

your final position on the status of this project.


ADMIN
<html><body>00-00-0000: supplemental water supply report, page 4cont
<p>&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;</p>
</body>
</html>


¢80 PERCOLATION TONPS. 4_1-?-_,

El -POFTOl_DeéopméBT Concep’r - s A e

-, Yosémite National Park _ US Department of the Interior National Pork Service |



ADMIN
<html><body>00-00-0000: map showing well locations of el portal
<p>&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;</p>
</body>
</html>


: | C. SNINGARZ,. 7)),

PATTON (Later)

D22 = S o /
(WR)APB July 11, 1979 P /"f T
WITUCKI 4/
| s /@7/@- / /e
™3 ‘ Manager, Denver Service Center

Attention: Assistant Manager, Pacific lortlwest/Western Toam
Froms Regional Director, Westerm Iegion

Subject: Package 223, Task Directive, Supplemental water Supplv, E1
Portal, Ycsemite

This is in reply to Associate Manager Steenhagen's memorandum of
June 1ll. Enclosed is a copy of Acting Superintendent SBurgen's
remorandum cf camments dated July 2.

The Region comments were as follows: The Service Center should
submit a memcrandum report indicating the altermative well sites that
were considered and the reasons for selecting the final site. Items
that should be considered are potential to develop a production well,
feasibility to connect to existing system, relationship to future
development and effect on cultural rescurces.

The task directive states that the Service Center will prepare an
envircnmental summary on this project. We do not require thvis on
drilling the wells, but we want one on phase II, tying them into the
existing system.

I therefore approve the subject Task Directive this date, subject to
the abowve camments. .

Lnelcsure

ccs  Superintendent, Ycsemite

CCCunningham:btb 7/10/79
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Memorandum

Toi: Regional Director, Western Region
From: Associate Manager, Denver Service Center

Reference: Yosemite, Package 223, Supplemental Water Supply,
El Portal, Comprehemsive Design

Subject: Task Directive

The subject directive, which has been recommended by this office, is
enclosed for your review and approval. The referenced directive is
being forwarded to you and the Superintendent,:—‘Yosemite for concurrent
review and approval to save time in the review process.

Since this directive is essentially an agreement between our offices
for providing professional services, I urge your careful review to
insure that this directive clearly and fully identifies your needs.

All other reviewing offices should send their recommendations to you
for consolidation into one response. Your early reply is urged so

that this project may get underway.

Robert L. Steenhag

Enclosure

ce:

WASO-560-Mr. Holland w/c enc.
Supt., Yosemite w/c enc.

Save Energy and You Serve America!
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DENVER SERVICE CENTER
TASK DIRECTIVE
FOR
DESIGN OF SUPPLEMENTAL WATER SUPPLY
EL PORTAL AREA
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

June 11, 1979

RECOMMENDED: WW

Yehs

ASSISTANT MANAGER, DENVER SERVICE CENTER /ANW/W Team DATE
CONCURRED: ///‘/zé 61374
ASSOCIATE MANAGER, DENVER SERVIC CENTER DATE
/S/ William N. Burgen, Acting 7/2/79

SUPERINTENDENT, Yosemite National Park DATE
MANAGER, HARPERS FERRY CENTER DATE
APPROVED: : .

REGIONAL DIRECTOR, __Western Region DATE



ADMIN
<html><body>06-11-1979: denver service center - task directive, design of supplemental water supply
<p>&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;</p>
</body>
</html>


- - - 1 4 ot +-
- chtalr vwatCl SUpply, paytc 2 CUTIL

" PROJECT TITLE:

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS:

Design of Suppli_.ental Water Supply, El
Portal, Yosemite Natiomal Park, Package
223

The lower portion of the El Portal com-
munity, beginning at the old residential
area and extending to the new waste-

water treatment facility, is served by

a central water system. There are various
areas in the system that are old and little
is known about their state of repair. The
system is a result of add-on type construc-
tion and in some areas drawings are not
available. Presently three sources of
supply are being used, one drilled well,
one dug well and the Moss Creek surface
intake. During summer months, Moss Creek
supply dries up and the other two wells

are unable to keep up with the demand.

This shortage extends over a period of
about two months. By far, the greatest
demand for water is irrigation, which is

at its peak during the period when Moss
Creek is dry.

Actual meter readings of water use are
not available however, an estimate of
peak month water use is 91,000 gallons
per day (GPD) domestic and 318,000 GPD
irrigation, for a total use of 409,000
GPD or an average flow of 284 GPM. The
present wells supply a total of 150 GPM.
Moss Creek makes up the ‘difference when
flow is available.

The surface area around the dug well has
been contaminated. This well is 20 feet
deep and has no sanitary seal. A letter
to Superintendent Arnberger from the Depar-
tment of Health Service, State of Califor-
nia, dated March 1, 1979 recommends that
this well be replaced. Its flow is 85 GPM.

The drilled well, 106 feet deep has a sani-
tary seal of 10 feet, which does not meet
the safety code of the California Depart-
ment of Health. This well produces 65 GPM.
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PRELIMINARY REQUIRE..ZNTS: The draft envir..mental statement, general
management plan, has been approved by the
Regional Director. The plan calls for
development of a ground water supply for
the E1 Portal Area.

Since an approved environmental statement
has not been signed, an environmental
summary will be prepared by the Denver
Service Center.

A request for archeological clearance has
been granted by the Western Archeological
Center. (Attachment No. 1) (35-79-YOSE)

DATA COLLECTION: A field trip was made August 1978 by Cal
Cooper and Jim Buckel at which time the
proposed drilling sites were selcted, and
a revised cost estimate was prepared.

BASIC DATA: 1. Geological Survey Maps.
2. Denver Service Center As-Constructed
Drawings
PERSONNEL: | Project Manager: Jim Buckel, Civil Engineer

Design Team: Don Zieman, Electrical Engi-
neer; Jim McConnell, Mechanical Engineer;
R.H. Braun, Architect

Consultants: M. Jensen, Public Health
Service, Denver Service Center; Superin-
tendent and staff, Yosemite National Park;
Jerry Witucki, Western Regional Office;
Bill Werrell, Western Regional Office; R.
Schiller, Planning Team, Denver Service
Center, Pacific Northwest/Western Team.

FUNDING: Package 223

PROGRAMMED: Preliminary Design 06 Fiscal Year 1979 8,4
Construction Plans
and specifications07 Fiscal Year 1979 14,0

Construction 91 Fiscal Year 1980 397,0
ESTIMATED: Task Directive -

Environmental

Summary 06 Fiscal Year 1979 3,6

Construction Plans
and specifications 07 Fiscal Year 1979 16,8
Construction Phase
I 91 Fiscal Year 1979 120,0
Construction plans
and specifications 07 Fiscal Year 1980 59,2

* Construction Phase
i I 91 Fiscal Year 1980 277,00
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REGULATORY REVIEW:

CONSTRUCTION COSTS:

PHASE I

PHASE II

PROJECT SCHEDULE:

PROPOSED WORK:

1 } 4.
HchtalrvwatClh SUpply, paygtc =CuUrt

Phase one of tl.. project will be con-
structed using available Fiscal Year 1979
project planning funds not needed for
other projects.

The Department of Health Services, State
of California will be sent a set of plans
and specifications for their review.

1. Drill and develop 3 wells 120,000

1. Connect well to existing 202,000
system

2. Provide stand-by power 25,000

3. Miscellaneous materials 50,000

and services
Total Construction Cost 397,000
Item Completion Date

Drilling specifications June Ll 1979
Phase I

Review Jaly: 2, 1979
Environmental summary July 30, 1979
Printing August 6, 1979
Bid period September 3, 1979
Award September 17, 1979
Construct Phase I January 1, 1980
Construction plans and © April 28, 1980
specifications Phase II

Review May 19, 1980
Printing June: 23, 1980

Bid period July 21, 1980
Award August 4, 1980
Construct Phase II May 1, 1981

The purpose of this project is to provide
an adequate water supply for the El Portal
community as it presently exists.

We propose to drill additional wells to
increase the ground water supply by about
220 GPM. It is estimated the present peak
month demand requires a flow of 284 GPM.
The drilled wellproduces 65 GPM. Since
Moss Creek is an unreliable source and the
dug well could be contaminated from the
surface, these two sources will be aban-
doned.
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Since it is impousible to design the
completed connections to the existing
svstem before the location and hydraulics
of the new wells are known, this work will
be done in two phases.

Phase I will be to drill and develop the
wells and phase II will connect them to
the existing system, and provide emergency
stand-by power.

Should Phase I prove that developing a
ground water supply is not feasible, then
a surface source and treatment plant will

be required.
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Unite ' States Department of t' - Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WESTERN ARCHEOLOGICAL CENTER
P.O. BOX L1058

IN XXPLY REFER TO: TUCSON, ARIZONA 85717
B4217
X-H2215 YOSE May &4, 1979 35-79-Y0SE
(WR)RWA Clearance No.
Memorandum
Ta: Superintendent, Yosemite
From: Chief, Western Archeological Center

Subject: Archeological clearance .

The effects of the following project on archeological resources have
been assessed: drilling of three wells and emplacement of 3300 feet of
pipe near the Merced River in the El Portal area, Yosemite Natiomal
Park, California (Construction Package 223).

The basis for this assessment is a letter report by Western Archeological
Center Circuit Rider Jim Mayberry, dated May 3, 1979. A copy is enclosed.

Since there is a likelihood that archeological resources may be encountered,
the Service should exercise caution. However, clearance to proceed is
hereby provided on the following conditionms:

1. An alternate route for the water line from well 1 should be be chosen,
so as to avoid site 4-MRP-358 (see enclosed letter report). If the site
cannot be avoided, consultation with the Circuit Rider and this Office

is required and excavation of all or part of the site may be necessary
prior to emplacement of the water line.

2. The Circuit Rider should monitor all construction activity in the
vicinity of sites 4-MRP-358 and 4-MRP-18l1. These sites should be flagged
prior to the beginning of work and they should be avoided by vehicular
traffic and other conmstruction activities during work.

-

This property is within the El1 Portal Archeological Distriet. This project
is covered in a blanket 106 statement that has been submitted to the
Western Regional Office and the California State Historic Preservation

Officer.

i T——— e e T AR — e e e
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f concealed archeological resources are encountered during construction
»

please take all necessary steps to protect them and immediately notify
this Office so that appropriate action may be taken.

s o

Carol A. Martin

Enclosure

ce:
w/c enc. :
_ (WR)RC - Chief, Division of Cultural Resource :Management
i DSC)TWE - Assistant Manager, Pacific Northwest/Western Team
_ (DSC)LC - Compliance Historian, Legislative Compliance
| ' (DSC)TWE - Chief, Branch of Historic Preservation
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: STHOF OF CALIFOENIA—HEALTH AND WEILFARE AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES
5545 EAST SHIELDS \
FRESNO, CA 93727

(209) 291-6676 1 £/
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Mr. Leslie P. Arnberger, Park Superintendent \H”Ji”u : g2
United States Department of the Interior \ w}ff £:, i 120
National Park Service \ »“'%L. e A
£ 0. Bl o/ \ R st
Yosemite National Park, CA 95389 \3;£?wyf;w&=cLL”h

%
Dear Mr. Arnberger: 7<

Your letter of February 20, 1979 transmitting well logs for El Portal
Wells 1 and 2 and Yosemite Valley Well 1 has been received. We have
reviewed these logs and offer the following comments:

1. The profile sketch of Yosemite Valley Well 2 indicates the
well to be equipped with both a cemented-in-place conductor
casing and a cement seal down to about 150 feet to protect
the gravel envelope from surface and shallow subsurface
contaminants. This well meets the California Well Construction
Standards.

2. The well log for Yosemite Valley Well 1 indicates that this well
is also gravel packed. This log does not show if a conductor
casing was installed, nor the cement sealing technique employed,
if any. Do you have additional cecnstruction information in this
regard?

3. El Portal Well 2 is of cable tool construction and was only
scaled to a depth of 10 feet, The minimum sealing requirements
in California are 50 feet. First verforations are at a |
relatively shallow deoth of 45 fecet. Our previous request to
operate this well only with continuous and reliable chlorination
facilities was therefore justified to assure a bacteriologically
safe water quality to consumers served by this well.

4. Hand dug E1 Portal Well 1 is a rather crudely constructed. well.
It is only 20 feet deep and cased with two overlapping lengths
of corrupgated metal pipes. No sanitary seal of any kind was
provided. Water enters the well at the bottom (20 feet depth)
and between the pipe sections (10 feet depth where the pipes
overlap). The earth material around the outside of corrugated
metal pipe casing is most likely coarse and alluvial material.
These above described construction features are not judged
satisfactory as no safeguards exist protecting.this well from
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Leslie P. Arnberger i (B - March 1, 1979

surface and shallow subsurface contamination hazards. We
therefore recommend that this well be replaced with a properly
constructed well. Until this can be accomplished it is of
vital importance that this well be operated only with
continuous and relizble chlorination facilities, as previously
requested.

Sincerely,

¢ (,:—} oy
/1 f,({'('{ { {44

LN

{ =y R -
\;\r"v 5 8

Gunter A. Redlin

Supervising Sanitary Engineer

SANITARY ENGINEERING SECTION

GAR/bd

cc: Mariposa County Health Department
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Sé#'JNG CONDITIONS FOR UPPER ANNULAR SPACE

00=00=000QWeldescriptions

g.Commnity Water Supply Wells
Individual Domestic Wells

A. Depth of Seal. Following is the minimum depth of seal below ground
surface for various uses of wells:

Depth of Seal
Type (below ground surface)

50 feetﬁ————
20 feet

Industrial Wells 50 feetd/ 2/
Agriculturel Wells None 3

Air-Conditioning Wells 20 feet

B. Sealing Conditions &/Followjng are requirements to be observed in seal-
ing the annular space:

1. Welll that are fully situated, or at considerable depth, in
unconsolidated, caving material,

8. Where the cable-tcol methnod of drilling is used, an outer
casing (conductor casing), may function as the seal provided
the length of the conductor casing corresponds to the depth
of seal specified in Part A of this section. (See Figure la)

b. Where the rotery method of construction is used, the
annular space shall be filled with sealing material to the
depth specified in Part A of this section. When a temporary
conductor casing is used to hold out the caving material
during placement of the seal, it may be left in place or
withdrawn as the sealing material is placed. (See Figure 1a)

2. Wells that penetrate stratified formations. If an impervious
(consolidated) formation is encountered within 5 feet of where the
bottom of the seal described in Part A of this section should ter-
minate, the seal should be extended into the impervious formation.
(See Figure 1b)

I?Exceptions are shallow wells where the water to be developed is at a depth
less than 20 feet, 1In this instance, the depth of seal may be reduced but
in no case less than 10 feet and special precautions shall be taken in
locating the well with respect to possible sources of contamination.

g/This requirement is necessary only where the water is used intentionally
or incidentally for domestic purposes (drinking, washing, etc.) or the
water must meet strict quality requirements for its intended uses.

3/The annular space shall be sealed a minimum depth of 20 feet from the
surface of the ground when the well is close to individual domestic wells
or 50 feet when the well is close to sources of contemination or pollution
described in Section 8. Local conditions, such as the existence of shallow,
subsurface waters of undesirable quality, may warrant consideration of seal-
ing the annular space around agricultural wells,

L/ Methods of sealing are described in Appendix F.
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B. F. SISK DISTRICT oFFiCES:

187H DisTricT, CALIFORNIA

BETTY L. CORNELIUS
FIELD REPRESENTATIVE

s o o CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES s
ILDING Frusno, CaLIFORNIA 93721

T HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 208-487-5004
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 Room 30A, FEDERAL BUILDING

TONY COELHO 1125 “1** STreer

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT MoogEsTo, CALIFORNIA 953854

September 13, 1977 N

Room 131

415 W. 18T STREXT
MerceED, CaLirorma 93340
209-723-8807

Mr. William Whalen, Director
National Park Service

U. S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Whalen:

I deeply appreciate your response regarding the three water wells
needed to implement the Yosemite Development Program, Yosemite National
Park, and can understand the funding delays and priorities established
by your predecessors. ‘

I would trust, Mr. Whalen, that the budget proposal submitted to
the Congress for fiscal year 1979 will reflect funding necessary for
the wells. As you recognize, you now have a new sewer system at E1 Portal
and that demand, as well as for other domestic needs, must be met. I
feel the effort which led to voluntary conservation to approximately
145 gallons per minute should be saluted, but I feel equally strong that

" the total system should be built as envisioned in the Yosemite Development

Plan.
Again, I trust the line item appropriation for the additional wells
will be reflected in the budget proposal, and I look forward to working

with you to assure that this item is retained throughout the budgeting
process.

With kind regards,

Sincerely,

B. F. 518K
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Wester e Office
SEpmIemy o "

TAdministrafion”
;

__—Cperations -

; =

i |

| Res. hizmt. Plan.. o
" . A ~1
- + & Eudret &

Pubilc Arairs
Mgz, Appraisal _:
~ Action Taken
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Western Regional Offize

[’1(}#’“&,?_ RZCEIVED
/ J : A
P | | se1a7

%199(:@)
/

g ‘A% ia-sgetion |/

| 'l‘{"g ﬁl’i—
| ’ ceracians d? |
: B. F. Sisk z - 74/

Homorabla 3. =l
Eouse of Representatives ﬁu’?ﬁ‘% :

'-S'as'nington, Bt EF’r_oOj. & Budget 5
o -VJ'i: Affairs
Dear Hr. Sisk: _ _ _mt. Appraisal
. .ian Taken
i Ye sre pleased to respoud fo your recent letter concerning the shoTraze . ]
of wells in the E1 Portal Administrative Sita adjacent to Yosemit /~47a<_
Rational Park. The two wells at E1 Portal are now pumning 214 gallons M
per ainute which is the maximum capacity of the existing pumps, Ue ;
have bocstad the capacity of one well by installing a pump in the river, b/
fiitering tha wataer, and pouring it into the wall. 3y volumteer ratico— &’\L

ing, the demand in the R1 Portal araa h=2s heea kept at approximately
145 zallona per wminuta,

Y2 have recognized the need for well drillins for several years, but
there have always beem other more urzenily needed malntenames or
protection—oriented items to compete for the limited funds awvailable.
Thrae wells are included in the Yosemite Dewelapment Prosra=m in the
estimated amoumt of $223,000, To date, we have ent been abdarro fuad.
this item, ‘ g

The size of this project reguires that it be funded as a line itew
. development projeet. This project will be considered for our fiscal
year 1979 budget reqmest along with other priority needs of the Service.

In checking with several of the loeal drillers in Maricosa Comty, it
is apparant that 1t would be impossibla to have the wells drilled row
2t suy price, Host drillers have commitments backlogeed for the next
6 months to landowners who are in more dire need tham the rasidents
in the El1 Portal area. We will do our utmost to fulfill this obliga~
tion to the area as sconm as possible.

Thank you for bringing this mattar to our attentina. Your interest is

appreciated,
Sinceﬁ-.ly Yours,
8/¥11iian . Tenlan
. . DPirsctor
bee: ‘ - ’

!.Region_al Director, Western Region (2)) w/c of inec.

-
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3. F. SIEK

2TH DisTricT, Canicammia

(={= b TTEE ON RULES

CONGRESS OF THZ UMT D STATES
HOUSEZ OF REPRESENTATIVES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

Housz CFFICE SuiLoinG
Wasrmcres, O.C. 20519

TONY COELHOD
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

1577

July Z¢,

ifr. William Whalen, Director
fational Park Service

U. S. Depertment of the Intericr
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear ifr. Whalen:

be detrimental to the healtin, safety and welfare of residents

visitors alike.

: W e e gl R
cEen intormed that suocly for the area should to

\{Qt

I have
range of 350 ga1101s per minute to meet municipal neecs.

only providing 225 gallons per minute.

El "Portal.

in my view, be fcolhearty. #ountain residents in and around

past years never gone dry are ncw useless and need deepening
new wells must be dug.
officials the necessary approval to proceed.

With kind regards.

Sincerely,

in

ST DR
BET™V L. COANMNTILIUS
FIE D @ 'MCSEYTAT.YE

Room 2261, Frruqan LuildireG
13O dr, r
FHESNO. Cal rgw=ra 93721
209-237-54504

R2OM IGA. Foozaa Bur omg
1125 "*1"* Stezer
MooEsTO. CaLiFoANA 951354
209-527-1914

Room 131
415 W. 184 SorecT
Merczo, CaviForma 95340
209-723-8807

It has been brought to my attention by concerned residents,
of the E1 Portal area of Yosemite Mational Park that because the
flational Park Service has delayed funding the dicginc of a third
water well in the area that a real shortage exists which could

and

L-

(w

according to information provicded me, the tvio existing wells are

At this time I would ask you teo consider reorocramming funds
to allow for the irmediate issuance of bids for the third well at
To not serjously consider this oontion this year will,

Yosemite are telling me with regularity that wells which had in Sk
or tha

I trust you will concur and provide Yosemite MNational Park
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P.O. Box 577
Yosemite National Park, California 95389

Aus 22777

T e v i

—DS039 AUG 2113872 T ,:.-ag_,—:’:&

GR L alLn Feld

XL1&425 b MJGF?W‘J"
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Memorandum R ‘Hr...:»r.-:e—!_rj—p—_
4ES i e
f L Act’en tzkon. i
To: Director, Western Region i
From: Superintendent, Yosemite

Subject: Drinking Water Emergency, El Portal

The domestic water supply for El Portal consists of a surface water
intake from Moss Creek and one hand-dug, 18-foot well in the old river
bed. The Moss Creek source is reduced to a flow of approximately five
gallons per minute. The well source is reduced to 90 gallons per minute,
due to a gradual sealing of the gravel-pack filter media around the well.

On August 2, there was a non-statistical fire at El Portal which consumed
all available water reserves. We have inaugurated rationing to the fullest
extent possible; however, the water supply still lags behind demand. We
estimated a complete absence of any drinking water by August 15. We were
obliged, therefore, to take immediate emergency measures which consisted
of using the river supply--heavy chlorination and boiling water for drink-
ing purposes--as a short-term, remedial effort, together with developing

a cooperative attitude of all the consumers of El Portal toward conserv-
ing, wherever possible, the water that remains available. For long-term
correction of this system we have prepared and have furnished draft speci-
fications to Mr. Gerard S. Witucki for a well suitable for ultimate needs
and compatible with the ultimate system development. Mr. Peppers was
informed of these procedures during his recent visit to the Park. We
have no choice but to advertise, bid, and award the construction of a
well, chlorination unit, and short pipeline with operating funds (esti-
mated to cost $10,000 complete).

We ask that our specifications be reviewed for compliance with the
applicable standards for water supply systems and request your concurrence
for the expenditure of maintenance funds for the installation of this
system.

__ @)\

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972
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We anticipate the seasonal drought to continue for another 60 days.

The nearby cities of Raymond and Oakhurst, California, are now without
water and there are serious shortages throughout the San Joaquin Valley.
The absence of normal snowfall this past winter has contributed greatly
to this situation.

The well location will be in the El Portal Administrative Site, and its
installation will be considered as part of updating and maintaining the
water supply system. Therefore, due to the emergency nature of this
work and that its location is within an existing developed area and
considered a part of the maintenance of an existing system, we request
your concurrence that this activity be considered for minor environmental
impact.

We are especially grateful for the quick response of Messrs. Witucki

and Peppers and their assistance toward getting this work under way.

\X(W\
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March 25, 1960

L 5

Director

To:

of

f i

w.na

i
lij it :

_._
u.

ikt
4k

®
~t '

From: Assistant Regional Director, Regieon Four

Subjeet: Water Right, Docket 6, El Portal Area, Yosemite

In response to Mr. Dumn's memerandum of March the fellowing
information is supplied: -

HiH m “ &~

m m
%. )
a.um_ mum

i

.m~

«.

4 35

; s

(SGD) HERBERT MAIER
Assistant Reglonal Director
Yosemite

»

Chief, WODC (2

Copy to:
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-~ i IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES 154~
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE | :ECE"‘:E b
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. l —
March 21, 1960 | MAR24760
Memorandum W'““?ﬁﬁi
- R.D.
To: Regional Director, Region Four r ‘,l
From: Chief, Water Resources Section ECREA
2’ :W.
Subject: Water Right Docket 6, El Portal Area, Yosemite

This memorandum refers to Mr. Maier's memorandum of February 29, Wh.}u];vr%ﬂ
Mr. Imirie's memorandum of March 8, concerning Deed 179-A-B & C, M””See"l
and the L-1 form, and earlier correspondence as indicated. Attached bitet

is a print of NP-Y0S-2405 on which Mr. Robertson has shown limits F::'g':‘f':

of the patents. We are filing this print at the bottom of contents

of Part I of the docket for at least interim reference. p, - 3/, %

We have also filed all the following records as instructed, and the
following comments are offered:

Application 19116, of which copy was sent to us with memorandum of .

November 9, 1959, to Superintendent, was subsequently filed e« .
December 2, 1959, according to letter of December 3, 1959, from the permit - wo
Executive Office of State Water Rights Board. We do not have hour pevent winber

of filing, or permit number. wued vk

The License No. 2973, with Mr. Maier's memorandum of February 1 seems

to have been signed by the State Engineer on April 13, 1948. The

proposed license in Part III of docket is not signed, and bears

notation in upper right cormer that it was attached to Mr. Hilton's
memorandum of February 26, 1947. The date of signature "1948" is dale 194€
scarcely legible on our copy, and should be confirmed by reference is conne X
to better print that you or the Superintendent must have. Assuming -
that the date is correct, it may be assumed that the quantity of water
was reduced between 1947 and 1948, due to result of field inspection. -
I think the unsigned copy of license should be removed from docket

and destroyed, as obsolete, subject to your confirmation of same
action by all offices. Incidently, our patch work copy of license
would have little value in court because we have no evidence that

all four sheets, that are stapled together, are from the two sides

of the same, signed original.

The Completion Report of November 23, 1959, of Utility Reconstruction,
with memorandum of February 29 from Mr.Maier, refers to PCP-B-180-1,
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which indicates that there was no construction drawing, but NP-Y0S-3515
has now been received for Plan Review. The drawing with records of the
pump test, with the completion report is needlessly large for permanent
docket records, and somewhat confusing. The following comments are
offered for consideration when preparing the single drawing for the
docket, which Mr. Maier has promised. .

1. Both old and new wells, and pipelines should be e
shown with tie to S Cor. Sec. 18, which could be scaled.

2. The profiles of both wells, and water levels in corpdeC  borer
both wells and of adjacent river might be shown on the same
sketch map.

3. The record of pump test of new well might also be ... cier lui
shown, thus eliminating the need for sheet with completion
report.

k. Drawdown curves and tabular water levels during pump consder later
test do not appear to be to the same elevation datum as profile
of wells.

5. The new well is clearly a replacement of the old, &K
and should be so classified.

6. At least the approximate depth of the old well should ! wep
be given, to show that both intercept the same aquifer ,
or apparently the subsurface flow of the river.

T. The approximate date of construction of the old well 195 3
and pipeline should be recorded, if known.

8. As suggested by Mr. Maier, no formal logs are probably
needed for 17 foot wells so close to the river, but the type
of gravel formation should be shown, and that is about all v
missing to convert the sketch of pump test data to a log, if
drawdown curves are plotted from proper datum. (I gather
that water level was drawn down to about 7 or 8 feet from
an unrecorded static depth below ground level before the
pump test started, and recovery appears to have been to
about 9.5 feet below ground surface.)

The requested data for the L-1 form, and the proper records of water
rights for Docket 6 are very closely related. Attached Drawing 2405
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should be used as a base for a map showing all the water systems and
the dates of patent to the land on which they are located. There
should also be the dates when the parcels of unpatented former Forest
Service land were first withdrawn from entry and reserved as Forest
Reserves. The ultimate basis of water rights may be governed by
these dates as well as, or instead of the dates of new construction
or appropriative water right applications.

f’ﬂﬂu\

A. van V. Dunn
Chief, Water Resources Section

Attachment

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite, w/c Print 21405 - Docket 6 - Part ) 4
Chief, WoODC (2)

W
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Assistant Reglonal Director, Regien Four
Water Right Decket for ElL Portal Residences, Yosemite
Mr. Rebertson suggested by memorandum of February 19 that we prepare
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

L54-0BL

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIORRECEIVED
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NPS RESION FOUR GrricE

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

FEB2380

February 19, 1960

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Four 7 1?4242
From: Assistant Chief, Water Resources Section; .

Subject: Water Right Docket for El Portal Residenceé; Yosemite

It is suggested that a docket be started and distributed from your
office, as indicated in the closing paragraph of Mr. Dunn's memorandum
of December 22, 1959, subject: Prpposed Water Right Dockets, El Portal
Area, for the water system now serving residences 700, 703, TO4 and T05.
For the present the docket folder may contain only copies of the
completion report PCP B-180-1, without snapshots, plus a log of the
well which we would like to have supplied to us if it is not already
enroute. We have reproduced the completion report for the WASO copy .

with a tie from a nearby BLM corner, i cor. or 1/16 cor. to the well
should be made and included, if this is not already in progress.

,,%%Ww@m

Gordon W. Robertson
Assistant Chief, Water Resources Section

(At some later date, as time permits, a simple drawing of the systami

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Chief, WoDC (2)
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Hovember 9, 1959 | WESTERN OFFIC

DESIGN & CONSTRUY

NOV 12 195¢

To: Superintendent, Yosemite National Park TR

B o L NSRS
ADMIN.ASSIST.
PERSONMNEL
PLANS & PROG

SAFETY

_ ‘
Gubject: Water Right Application, Hoss Creek, Yosegite j————m
B et ENGIMNEER=

BT B o

&w::nthmmlmmmofar&hw— LAND. ARCH.
cation for appropristion of the water of Moss Creek for use st the §l ToF~ =it
Portal Administrative area. i

Fro li"‘--'.'_-‘_,-',_?,a { 1 Chief of O £ s degion F

Ll

2Ns!

: FeEA X
ACTION TAKEN—

If satisfactory with you, the original and oune copy may be ) o .,

f

The application is = revision of sariier drafts semt you
on February 10 and agasian on June 23. The present form incorporated
some of the suggestions mude by Wr. Dusn in his memorsadum of July 15.
The principal changs has been to revise psragraph 1l - Flace of Use, and
' 12 - Gther Rights.

1

|

The application makes no gpecific reference to the first portiom
of the vater system (PCP U~-109-1) now programmed for comstruction in the 1962
fiscal year. Because the system will initially use water pumped from s
well near the Merced River, it is ocur opinion that an appropriative filing
is not needed for thst portion of the system. We belleve the use of such

Even though the first water needs may be met by other rights
we believe 1% ia highly desirabie to establish appropriative rights on
Hoss Jreek.

Acting Regicmal Chief of Cperations
Attachments

Copy to: Director (2) w/ey of application /
Chief, ¥GBC (2) w/cy of appliestion = /
Regilonal Solicitor w/cy application

___,__,.-
o
-
i
S
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES 3 -k
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ;
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RECEIVE D

NPS REGION FOUR OFFICE

AUG -6"59

August 5, 1959

-|_B:m_'__,_‘_.-——————"'—'-
Memorandum = _%ESTW’“’E-S'—-—
T [OPERATIONS|
To: Regional Director, Region Four |—tromm. 1| —
\[RecREATION| 1
From: intendent, Yosemite | INTERP.
— ’ E LEGAL -
Subject: Water Rights Application, Moss Creek, El Portal - E'szzo
We have carefully reviewed Mr. Whiworth'@ J
subject memorandum and other recent correspondence on
matter.
Our only comment is that we do intend to eventually P al
serve the "Part of the El Portal commmnity having a continuing ﬂfﬁ/f‘j, ¥ g
population of 300....." from the Moss Creek source. During dry f;/’;;}(, o
years it will undoubtedly be necessary to supplement the Moss 1/;;. g/e

Creek supply with water pumped from wells along the Merced
River. As you know, both Crane Creek and Indian Creek went

dry during July this year.

John C. Preston
uperintendent

In duplicate
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

c L54-CBL
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NPS REGION FOUR OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
JUN-6759
June k4, 1959
AME| DATL
Memorandum T REG. DIR.
ASST.R.D.
To: Regional Director, Region Four ERATIONS
From: Chief, Water Resources Section & o
| LEGAL
Subject: Proposed Water System, El Portal Trailer Court, - (S5S
Drawing NP-Y0S-3449, Yosemite 7/a
The subject drawing could be greatly improved by the S8  neWD
f jnclusion of section linés and cross references to water develop- o e[33
ments. However, the Trailer Court appears to be in N SEL Sec. 18 . swet.
and NW: SWi Sec. 17, which is designated as Abbeville area on { dvalt of

Drawing 2404 which was submitted with Mr. Whitworth's memorandum applieadon
of February 20 concerning El Portal water rights.

The "existing well", which is proposed source, appears
to be 0.25 inch east (right) of circled “s" in NW: SEf Sec. 18.
The proposal to establish continued Federal use of that well as
successor in ownership, is excellent. I have not located
Mr. Spaulding's record, if any, of the last past use of the
particular well, but the burden of proof of lapse of water rights
would be on the protestant.

Drawing 2403 also shows that the subject well, on the
north bank of the river, and the Trailer Court, thereon designated
as area "c", on the south bank, are part of one tract of formerly
patented land which includes both sides of the river through N5
SEL, and NE} Swi, Sec. 18. I assume the well depth to be such
that the source.of water is subsurface flow of the river. These
observations suggest that the well can probably be used to supply
the Trailer Court under riparian rightss

The plan under Drawing 3449 is to withdraw the water
from the well on north bank of the river, and convey it to area of
use on the south bank. The establishment of successorship rights
to the subsurface river flow will be less controversial by using
the old well. However, an amended point of water withdrawal, or
diversion on the south bank, and upstream, is legally possible.
The desirsbility of this action should be considered before the
pipeline gradient is fixed to flow easterly.
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This proposal to use subsurface flow of the Merced
River, or other intercepted groundwater if the well intercepts
a lower aquifer, is a change from the plan in 2/5/59 draft of
application for the appropriation of Moss Creek water. We could
change the point of withdrawal to point of diversion on Crane
Creek, subject to only the protest of lower appropriators of
Crane Creek if the well intercepts subsurface flow of the Merced.

The fact that WODC Drawing 3449 differs from Regional
Drawings 2403 and 2404, without explanations to this office, leads
me to question whether the two offices are fully coordinating their
work. I do not believe that water right limitations have been
found yet, which would make either plan impractical.

m

A. van V. Dunn
Chief, Water Resources Section

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Chief, wapc (2)
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

L54-L =
UNITED STATES _
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIDRRECEIVED | ‘
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NPS REGION FOUR OFFICE ,""W’t\‘ "P“f“‘; s
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. - Monbey incwo Aug?
BOT-688  wewo of Rb oy
SEPtﬂnber 30, 1958 1I *mmmﬂmﬂ» a”hw""
TREG. DIR.
= 25
To: Regional Director, Region Four I é
Pl 1S 19
From: Chief, Water Resources Section £ T .
» I A 7 - e B

Subject: Mr. Whitworth's Memorandum of September 18/Concerning Water ©
Rights for Proposed El Portal Development, Yosemite
\"'—"'-"I-u-z

Mr. Whitworth is correct in stating that searching county
records would not be justified to try to find all water right filings.
There is also no Jjustification for searching for claims which have
lapsed.

)
/, 96

Railroad claims appear to have been unexercised for almost,
but not quite, 20 years. My question, in that connection, is now who
owns the land where the tanks were located, and how did title pass,
if to a private individual. If conveyed to a private individual, with
appurtenances, and the pipeline and tank were not removed by the RR,
we might be able to purchase and convert the rights, but I doubt if
the quantity of water actually used was ever significant.

G4 Deernp oy

L.

I do not consider it significant that Ward described one
point of diversion, and used another. The question is whether that
diversion was made at the time of county filing. Faulty description
of point of diversion could be corrected if it could be established -
that water from specified source (Moss Creek) was made. s

‘gJ L Fy i
The right to divert above patented land under riparian ﬁ"‘ : ff,fil-‘-” :

rights, to gain head, is always subject to consent of upper land owner, kJ‘{‘/"/ i
and to somewhat differing laws of various states. I think the attorney excep o

for the State Water Right Board should be consulted on the second ajw‘lndtm‘
point, probably by the Regional Solicitor. However, I think Mr. Spaulding Fops L
should participate in such discussion. US owns

ol e
It is not possible to claim riparian rights to a stream which !¢ '“i""‘"‘i'
does not cross the land, even though that stream is tributary to 5
another stream which does cross the land. However, it is possible to
purchase or quiet title to riparian lands » and make an appropriative
filing for the nonriparian use of that water. I am not enough of an
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attorney to know how the state reconciles the failure to return the

same water to the same stream, but assume that the notice of appropria-
tion, as posted or advertised, serves to quiet title of other riparian
claimants from whom rights were not purchased. The Federal rights to
Raynor Creek for the Mariposa Area, Yosemite, Docket 1, were established
on that basis, under instructions of Mr. Joseph E. Taylor.

. It is also probable that an independent application for a new
appropriation of water of Moss Creek would result in a permit from the
State Engineer unless he has evidence that the particular creek is far
over appropriated. Whether the permit was granted, as that of the
Forest Service for Crane Creek water, or blocked by protests, as in the
case of the Park Service application for supplemental water at the Big
Stump Area of Kings Canyon, Docket 1, would depend on the fate of the
posted or advertised notice.

From the data collected to date, subject to Mr. Putnam's in-
vestigation, I believe that the next step should be for WODC to prepare
its preliminary plan for the development to the extent necessary to
define desired point of diversion and approximate pipeline alignment,
as a map to support a water right application, and to file such
application for the appropriation of the water. If the published notice
is protested, we will have to buy or condemn rights of protestant.

The action should have prior Solicitor's concurrence, and we better
have funds to start construction within sta.tul:ory period after possible
permit is granted.

7 7‘4’/!,

of ocdin &It

€€ ove A@//O-L-'ﬂ/

COvr e

Chief, Water Resources Section

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Chief, WODC
Field Solicitor MeClellan
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09=15=1958memorandunTto Tegional-director; regiomfourfronrsuperintendent regarding- water-rights

—

IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES L&

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NPS RECION FOUR OFFICE
September 15, 1958 SEP1658
Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Four
Fx;om: Superintendent, Yosemite
Subject: Water Rights, El Portal, Yosemite National Park ./ B[ /22
We have just received a copy of Mr. A. van V. Dunn' LSS

memorandum to you commenting on Mr. Spaulding's recent investigation S aiiip
of the subject water rights. In the penultimate paragraph, Mr. Dunn e
refers to the possible availability of rights to Moss Creek. This o Diretiof
source would offer the best solution for the following reasons: of 9|18

1. Moss Creek has adequate head and volume for a gravity
supply system.

2. The alternate or Merced River source would reguire
expensive collection, treatment and pumping installations because it
is subject to contamination from our sewage treatment plant and
adequate head is not readily available.

3. The Moss Creek system would be much less costly to
operate and maintain.

In view of the foregoing, and the paramount importance of
settling the water rights so that programmed developments may proceed
on schedule, we feel the situation warrants the personal attention of
Mr. A. van V. Dunn. His broad experience and background would be of
considerable value in working out an immediate solution to our water
supply needs. We would like to suggest, therefore, that arrangements
be made for a trip to Yosemite by Mr. Dunn, at his earliest convenience.
We also suggest that he be accompanied by Mr. Spaulding from your office
since his knowledge of existing conditions would be most helpful.

In duplicate

Copy to: Director
Chief, WODC
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IN REPLY REFER TO:
L5k-L
UNITED STATES B v

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NPS REGION FouR OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
SEP3 -'58
September L4, 1958 i
o= |SURNANE &
Memorandum ~TRETDi E‘T*'-:I;ET .
- IASSt RO} 1 |
To: Regional Director, Region Four | OPERATIONS ]| —
From: Chief, Water Resources Section | RECREATION | L

Subject: Water Rights, El Portal, Yosemite National Park

e <on fo
With our one copy of Mr. Johnston's memorandum of August 26 S_;:‘Dm“o ¢
to the Superintendent we received: 9/1v 53
1. Mr. Spaulding's typed comments-ElPortal Water Rights- -1 pagts wp
three copies page 1 and one copy page 2. [}

2. Thermofax copy of contents, in one sheet. ~
3. Thermofax copy of tabulation of patents, deeds, grants
and agreements, pages 1, 2 and 3. ~
4., Thermofax copy of Mariposa County Records of Water -
Right Appropriations, one page.
5. Thermofax copy of El Portal Water Association Water System,
12 unnumbered pages. .-
6. Thermofax copy of water system serving houses in
Stanislaus National Forest, 4 unnumbered pages.-
T. Thermofax copy of Brantly Water System, 7 unnumbered pages.
8. Thermofax copy of National Lead Company Water System,
8 unnumbered pages. -
9. Thermofax copy of Abbeville Water Systems, 4 unnumbered pages. -
10. Thermofax copy of Yosemite Valley Railroad Moss Creek
Water System, 5 unnumbered pages.
11. Thermofax copy of Tungsten Mill System, 3 unnumbered pages. -
12. Thermofax copy of Indian Water System, 3 unnumbered pages.—
13. Thermofax copy of Las Mariposa Land Company Water System,
3 unnumbered pages.

We received no, copies of the appendix or map. There is
also the question of whgther item 1 is a two or four page statement.
Such records should be supplied in duplicate. I also think that the
thermofax notes are of sufficient permanent value to Justify typing
or duplicating in a more permanent medium such as photostat s @peco,
or such. This should be kept in mind when preparing the summary. I
should like to caution against simplificatien which would eliminate
any of the data. P Sa

e 3

~
- 4 N
G P
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The two pages of Mr. Spaulding's statement are about what

" I expected as to findings of fact. His "belief" that a riparian
diversion can be made from the stream (Merced River) above the land
on which it is to be used, is also nominally correct. However, no
such diversion could be made above intervening private land without
the consent of the intervening land owmer. I am referring to general
principles, and the State of California may have prescribed other
conditions which should be investigated.

The table of county water right filings suggests that the
railroad made no filings, but many agents of companies filed in their
own names in the early days, and covered "other beneficial uses" in
their claims. Hence, I wonder whether we have sufficient record in
the tabulation to show that some railroad rights to Moss Creek have
not lapsed, or are not still available for purchase,

Neglecting the nonconsumptive power rights, there appear
to be county filings for 30,300 m.i., of whieh 7,000 m.i. are to
Moss Creek. While it may be desirable to assert riparian rights to
the Merced, I do not think that it would be impossible to purchase
some of the rights to other sources, or prove that part have lapsed
and may have left unappropriated water in them. I do not know
whether the filings were based on 40 or 50 m.i. per second foot, but
there are claims to a lot of water if they are supported by available

A. van V. Dunn
Chief, Water Resources Section

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Chief, WODC
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES | S
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ., '

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RECEIVED |
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. RPS REGION FOUR oFsicE
OCT 29 1957 - NOV-1%57
il
Memorandum ¢ |IASSLRO. | e
OPERATIONS
To: Regional Director, Region Four ST
From:  Chief of Lands ' K :9? (t\
. \

Subject: Water Right for El Portal Development, Yosemite

Attached for your information and consideration is a he/!!p;r
of Mr. Dunn's memorandum of October 27 to me coneerning proposed
studies of the water right problems at the El Portal Area of Yosemite.
Mr. Dunn has suggested several ways in which the proposed study can
be simplified if developments are to be on patented land. He also
points out that most appropriative county filings would probsbly be
in connection with patents under the Desert Land Act although we
have found a few cases in which others have elected to base their
water claims on county filings rather than their riparian rights.

Attachment

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite, with attachment b
Chief, WODC, with attachment %
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UNITED STATES L54-L

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
October 27, 1957

Memorandum
To: ‘Chief of lands =,
From: Chief, Water Resources Section

Subject: Water Right for El Portal Development, Yosemite

The memorandum of October 17, to Chief, WODC, from the
Superintendent indicates that he has determined from the State
Water Rights Board that there are no appropriative rights in the
subject area which might have been recorded with the State Engineer
and Water Rights Board since the present water code was adopted by
the act of 1913. He points out that the county records should be
searched, and suggests that the work should be done by Regional
Hydraulic Engineer Spaulding. He suggests that the work will be
discussed here in mid-November.

The proposed discussion will be highly desirable before
any work starts. The original question of water rights was raised
by me, on the assumption that the Park addition and development
would be on publiec domain or part of the unpetented Forest Service
land. It now appears that the United States will acquire considerable
patented land. The following discussion may suggest some points
which should be considered before Mr. Preston comes to Washington.

The work is one of the functions which Mr. Spaulding should
take over from me. During the present transition period, he should
consider such work as under general guidance from the Water Resources
Section, and should be sure to send copies of all findings to this
office, in duplicate.

This is an example of a project where the Park Engineer
might do the same work through the Regional Hydraulic Engineer,
under the same direction from here, with less travel and per diem
expense. Mr. Spaulding should keep such expenses to & minimum.

Since there are no appropriative water rights on record
with the State Water Rights Board, the present land owners may be
using water under two types of rights. Mr. Preston has suggested
that some appropriative rights may be on record in the county. County
filings are most probable on the land which was patented under
the Desert Land Act of 1877. We should ultimately obtain photostat

IN REPLY REFER TO:
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negatives of all such county filings from 1878 to 1914 for claims to
diversions or use on the lands in the subject area. Photostat
positives should then be made for alien water rights, of which some
will become dockets as the area of use is acquired by the United
States for the Park, WODC, your office and here.

Some of these records may be available from the vendors,
or may become parts of abstracts when the land is acquired. Before
any land acquisitions are started, whether through the eonecessioner
or otherwise, option forms should provide for all possible definition
and assignment of water rights at the expense of the vendors.

All of the land owners also have riparian rights to the use
of surface water flowing over, or along the side of their patented
land, or in well defined underground chennels (usually artesian), and
correlative rights to the use of underground percolating water. The
only record and definition of those rights to date will be deseription
and capacity of existing water systems, and the population using water
for domestic purposes, the acreage irrigated and types of crops, the
number of head of stock, and such data.

The riparian and correlative rights are not limited to
quantities of past use, but the past water demand based on unit

gquantities prescribed in the Ru%i_ﬂn{‘uationl and Information for
the riation of Water, whi s issued by the Water Rights Board,
s e determined before the present owners abandon their past

use. The same information should be cbtained for the past five years
in connection with any rights based on county filings, because the
claims under county filings are usually excessive and valid rights
are based on beneficial use in any case. This Service may be able
to develop and use the water under riparian rights but potential
econtroversies may be prevented if it is shown that NPS consumptive
use is within the total of previous consumptive use.

From the preceding discussion, one of the first problems
is to obtain records of the quantity of water beneficially used by
the private land owners for various purposes, while the use is
being made. Equally important, the options and deeds to the land
should define appurtenant rights which the vendors claim, with
specific reference to appropriative claims filed in the county.

It may simplify further work if the patents, homestead serial
numbers, and Congressional authorization for homesteading or other
form of entry are determined to see if any land patents were based
on evidence of water rights required by Desert lLand Act. From this
information the original claiment and the case history of the patent
can be obtained from BIM archives. Most of the land status and
related appurtenant appropriative rights can be obtained either in
the California or Washington offices of BIM. As much as possible
should be done at field level unless the travel and per diem costs
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become large. Because of the limited Washington Office personnel,
] it is essential that Mr. Spaulding or the Park Engineer inventory
J and describe water systems except when the vendors can do so.

i The general study should be charged to the Investigation
! Account 0140 (143.2), which is limited. We are holding more than
l $12,000 for additional groundwater exploration at Death Valley, and
. between $100 and $200 can probably be allotted for the limited
immediate El Portal study which seems necessary, without seriously
reduecing the adequacy of the funds for the exploration, or from
residual after the 1958 exploration needs are determined. Much of
the assembly of records can be treated as part of the "appraissl"
and acquisition of the land and water rights, and financed fram .
either the Land Acquisition funds or the Water Right Acquisition
funds under Account 347. The final work to convert rights to NPS
use should be financed largely from PS&S funds with supplements
from Account 347.

C"I’/ )y p—ttget/. D/W\_

A. van V. Dunn
Chief, Water Resources Section

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Chief, WODC (25
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR _

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

August T, 1953‘@%

Memorandum

Po: Regional Director, Region Four

From: Superintendent, Yosemite
———

Subject: MISSION 66 Development Plan and Related Water Righté/ f§?a¢~ﬂdh~%, \
: ¢

water rights for the proposed development at El Portal.

. DIF.
ASST.RD. |

e
—

RECREATION|

Your memorandum of July 24 which referred to Mr. Dunn's
memorandum of July 3 pointed out the need for more data regarding

We suggest

you refer to the James A. Hopper appraisal of June 1957 on the
El Portal Mining Co. properties which gives the status of the
water right situation in respect to these lands.

follows:

estimate based on probable use in the El Portal area.

The information requested in your memorandum is as

1. Probable water requirements.
a. Estimated resident population
including hotel and auto court guests.
2,500 @ 150 gpd

b. Irrigation, 50 acres @
18.5 gpd/100 sq. ft.

c. Utility area and shops
d. Incinerator, can washing, etc.

e. ©Stores, gas stations and other
commercial developments

f. Losses and waste
Maximum daily demand

Peak hourly demand

375,000 gpd

403,000 gpd
50,000 gpd

10,000 gpd

100,000 gpd
12,000 gpd
950,000 gpd

1,200 gpm

The above listing of water requirements is strictly an

No allowance

has been made for fire use which is essentially a storage problem.
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2. Current sources of water use in area.

The El Portal residents and commercial developments obtain
water from Crane Creek until this source becomes limited in late
summer. Then water is pumped from the Merced River to supplement
the Crane Creek source. No records are available on water use in
the area.

Except for a filing on Crane Creek by the Stanislaus
National Forest for a Forest Service residential site, there are
no water right permits or applications for this diversion of water.
Refer to the James A. Hopper appraisal for details.

We have been advised by the California Division of Water
Resources that Mr. James W. Johnson has filed an application for
the appropriation of water from Crane Creek for 200 gallons per
day to be diverted from March 1 to December 1 of each year in the
Foresta area. This application was protested by Elizabeth and
Horace Meyer who claimed riparian rights for the diversion of
water from Crane Creek in the Big Meadows and MecCauley Ranch areas.

3. Anticipated sources of water.

It is anticipated that sources of water for the El Portal
development will be from Crane Creek and Moss Creek, both of which
are on U. S. Forest Service land; so there should not be any
difficulty in obtaining easements for the transmission of the
water from the point of diversion to the point of use. It may
" also be necessary to make a diversion from the Merced River to
supplement the flow from Crane Creek and Moss Creek during periods
of low water.

ofvads

hn C. Preston
Superintendent
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

July 3, 1957
Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Four
From: Chief, Water Resources Section

Subject: MISSION 66 Development Plan and Related Water Rig

The press release of July T, comemingproposod.

IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES L54-L s
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR | RE CEIVED

Ps Rze10n Fopn OFFICE

at El Portal and limitation of development in Yosemite Valley, out- No{e
lines a plan which may result in expensive water right problems. The p =~ ~<

potential problem has already developed in connection with Sequoia- a";

Kings Canyon, where Application 16184 of December 20, 1954, for the
wutimdmmutmmgstmmeofmmm
been protested by lower riparian water users.

The Yosemite Valley and Mariposa Areas were granted to the
State in 1864. The Desert Land Act was passed by Congress in 1877.
Appropriative water claims first had to be recorded in the County in
1878 but riparian rights were also recognized., The Park was established
in 1890, exclusive of the Valley and Mariposa Areas. The State
receded those Areas in 1906, The present California appropriative
water law, requiring the filing of applications with the State Engineer,
was passed in 1913 and became effective on December 19, 1914, The
State has not yet abrogated the parallel riparian doctrine, but its
State Engineer and Water Rights Board have continuously claimed that
the United States abrogated the riparian doctrine in Desert Land States,
at least by the Act of 1877 if not by an Act of 1866.

Riparian rights accrue to patented land without regard to
the date of first water use. Appropriative rights can be established
by adjudication, based on the date of first development and use, or
the date of posting and county recording, for some increases in use
thereafter, if initiated prior to December 19, 1914. The priority of
rights initiated since December 19, 191k, is fixed by the date the
application is, or has been filed with the State Engineer or Water
Rights Board.

Until about two years ago we were instructed not fo file
water right applications except in the special cases of the Raynor
Creek and Bishop Creek diversions, The Solicitor's Office has now
reconmended that we at least prepare our claims for legal determina-
tion of the best water right procedure.
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As I have previously suggested without legal concurrence,

the State may recognize some riparian rights to water which is diverted
and used within the areas granted to the State in 1864. The State or
Federal courts may also recognize some, or all rights based on

initial development and use prior to December 19, 1914. We have re-
quested early compilation of records of progressive water use in the
Yosemite Valley Grant area for preparation of claims which can be
submitted to the Regional Solicitor as typical cases for determination
of water right procedure for the four California parks.

The proposed development at El Portal is an entirely different
matter. If entirely on patented land which would have to be acquired,
part of the water development and use might be under riparian rights.
However, a large part would have to be under appropriative rights.

The land might be acquired with some appurtenant appropriative rights
which could be amended to cover Park uses both in the additional
Park area, and further upstream in the Park. However, it might be
necessary to acquire some new appropriative rights, and attempts to
acquire them by new applications would probably result in protests
such as that of Application 16184 at Kings Canyon. The alternative
of purchasing and amending established downstream appropriative
rights would doubtless be very expensive. In fact, the cost of land
with appurtenant rights at E1 Portal may be higher than purchases
heretofore made in the Park.

It is recommended that these factors be fully explored
and considered in connection with proposed developments outside the
present Park. They should also be considered to only a slightly
lesser degree in connection with new developments in the Park.

Cidvend.

Ao van V. Dunn
Chief, Water Resources Section

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Superintendent, Sequoia-Kings Canyon
Superintendent, Lassen
Field Solicitor MeClellan (2)
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