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ARTICLE

Plot Twist in the Presidio

Golden Gate National Recreation Area (https://www.nps.gov/goga/), Presidio of San Francisco
(https://www.nps.gov/prsf/)

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QaKf7Uidlw)

The first face-off over control of the nest in the Presidio. Follow the link to view the video on YouTube.
Presidio Trust

February 2019 - Last year, Presidio ecologists installed a webcam above a red-tailed hawk
nest to capture the action during the upcoming breeding season. Thousands of viewers
tuned in to watch as the resident pair of hawks fixed up their nest, laid eggs, and raised
two healthy chicks. This year’s breeding season started off much the same as the last.
The camera captured the hawks returning to their nest and fixing it up with fresh nesting
materials during the day. But at night, it captured something else: a pair of great horned
owls also began visiting the nest. Great horned owls do not build their own nests. Instead,
it is common for them to take over nests built by other raptor species.

Sure enough, drama ensued as the hawks and owls fought for control of the nest. Check out their first face-off
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QaKf7Uidlw), followed by another confrontation
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9vf17ek8Ro) a couple of days later. Ultimately, the owls won the fight,
and laid two eggs in the nest (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcHiiPNSel4) in early February. The female
has been incredibly determined, incubating the eggs through some of the strongest storms in recent history.

They are expected to hatch in early March. Check out the Presidio’s livestream of the nest
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTVMPu73tgA) for rare views of the (often more secretive) great horned

owls as they continue their journey.

Meanwhile, Presidio ecologists have continued monitoring the red-tailed hawk pair, and are attempting to
determine which of their several back-up nests they may be using. Visit the Presidio’s raptor nest webpage



https://www.nps.gov/goga/
https://www.nps.gov/goga/
https://www.nps.gov/prsf/
https://www.nps.gov/prsf/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQaKf7UidIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQaKf7UidIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQaKf7UidIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQaKf7UidIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQaKf7UidIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQaKf7UidIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9vf17ek8Ro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9vf17ek8Ro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcHiiPNSel4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcHiiPNSel4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTVMPu73tgA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTVMPu73tgA
https://www.presidio.gov/blog/presidio-discoveries-watch-live-webcam-of-raptor-nest
https://www.nps.gov/

(https://www.presidio.gov/blog/presidio-discoveries-watch-live-webcam-of-raptor-nest) to learn more, or
contact Jonathan Young_(https://www.nps.gov/common/utilities/sendmail/sendemail.cfm?
0=419CD4AE93D48FAC86BEOOABFDIEA4B95488559B12B18389&r=/articles/plot-twist-in-the-presidio.htm)

with any questions.

See more from the Bay Area Nature & Science Blog
(https://www.nps.gov/ric/pacificcoast/blog.htm)
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