
Coho are transferred from a tank on a truck to a cooler for the

final stretch of their journey back to Redwood Creek.
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ARTICLE

Third Redwood Creek Coho Salmon
Release a Success
Golden Gate National Recreation Area (https://www.nps.gov/goga/), Muir Woods National Monument

(https://www.nps.gov/muwo/)

January 2018 - January 12th marked another

milestone in the multi-agency effort to save Redwood

Creek’s coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch)

(https://www.nps.gov/rlc/pacificcoast/coho-

steelhead.htm). Staff and volunteers joined together

to release 188 adult coho spawners, which had been

captured in the stream as juveniles in 2015 and

reared in the Don Clausen Fish Hatchery

(http://www.spn.usace.army.mil/Missions/Recreation/

Lake-Sonoma/Fish-Hatchery/). This is the third year

(https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Drought/Projects/Redwo

od-Creek-Coho) that adult coho have been released

from young captured in the creek and raised at the

hatchery.

Once abundant, the creek’s coho salmon population

numbers have declined precipitously. Habitat loss, drought, flooding, and other factors have affected the

survival of young fish in the stream. Those juveniles that do survive then migrate out to sea where they must

avoid predation and cope with changing ocean conditions if they are to eventually return to spawn three years

later. The mortality rate for these coho salmon at sea is about 98%.
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After being carried the final distance to the release site in a large cooler, an adult coho is released into Redwood Creek.

NPS / Will Elder

While there have been extensive efforts to restore Redwood Creek and its floodplain to improve conditions for

young fish, what happens in the ocean is beyond the control of park resource managers. However, by

boosting the numbers of adults that survive by raising them in the hatchery rather than leaving them to the

mercy of the oceans, they hope to increase the population in Redwood Creek back to levels that can once

again sustain themselves.

The release was covered by several local news outlets, including KTVU (video)

(http://www.ktvu.com/news/200-adult-coho-salmon-released-to-boost-endangered-species-population) and

the San Francisco Chronicle (https://www.sfchronicle.com/science/article/Coho-salmon-released-in-Marin-

County-in-effort-to-12495080.php). Contact Darren Fong

(https://www.nps.gov/common/utilities/sendmail/sendemail.cfm?

o=6F84C9A998DD909A9BB5148FF707B8E3419250&r=/articles/third-redwood-creek-coho-salmon-release-

a-success.htm) to learn more about this project.
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