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08-28-2025: Docket Information Form

Compiled by: Alexa Kreiling Date:  8/28/2025
DOCKET INFORMATION FORM Initial Docket Information Form B Amendment # (1,2,3..)
Includes Confidential Content (J

ParkUnit: YOSE pocket#: 024  Dpocket Title El Portal - Wharton & Utter - Merced River
Docket Select all applicable: [ PC/V (pre-code/vested) ® APP (appropriative) I RIP (riparian) Region: LJNER&NCR  [JIMR
Type: O FRR (federal reserved right) C1 PWR (public water reserve) [ ACQ (acquired) L SER O MWR

0 GW (groundwater) (0 Own (ownership) (1 Other L IMR E PWR

I AKR
Source: O Groundwater [ Spring (When recognized by the State as separate
from groundwater and surface water, : CA
[® Surface Water . ) Atatey %
[ Direct Diversion [J Diversion to Storage [ Instream Flow County: Mariposa

Name: Merced River
Owner: US National Park Service (As listed by the State)
Application #: Date:
Permit #: Date Issued:
License / Certificate #: Priority Date:
Ruling/Order/Decree #: Date Issued:
Quantity:  Rate: _ 10,000 Duty:

Units: O cfs O gpm O afy [ other ___ 9Pd Units: O cfs O gpm O afy O other

Use(s): [ Domestic [ Livestock [ Irrigation I Municipal (I Industrial/Commercial (I Wildlife [J Instream [J other

POD Name / Location: [J Multiple PODs (see water right)
Qtr: Qtr: Sec: T: R: PM:
Latitude: Longitude:
UTM , Datum:
POU Name / Location: [ Multiple POUs (see water right)
Qtr: Qtr: Sec: T: R: PM:
Latitude: Longitude:
UTM , Datum:
Narrative / Remarks: Enter short narrative in the space below, attach additional page(s) as needed.

O Additional Page(s) Attached
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(?Bmu-uuuu. notes to the fite

NOTES TO THE FILE YOSE 023: El Portal, 1880, Hennessey and Morrison, Merced R.
YOSE 024: E1l Portal, 1884, Wharton and Utter, Merced R.
YOSE 025: El1 Portal, 1888, O. W. Ward, Crane Cr.

June 28, 1996

The primary water supply for El Portal is from wells 2 through 7. Well 1 was
used in the past, but is not currently in use because of contamination problems.
All 7 wells are thought to tap the underflow of the Merced River. Dockets 012,
010, o118, 019, 020, 021, and 022, provide documentation of wells 1-7
respectively. Water rights for these wells, or future developed supplies within
El Portal from the Merced River or its tributaries, could conceivably be claimed
under various water right doctrines, including riparian and appropriative (pre-
1914 rights). For information pertaining to land status common to dockets 012,
010, and 018-025, please refer to YOSE 012: El1 Portal Well #l. For information

pertaining to pre-1914 appropriative rights common to dockets 023-025, please
refer to YOSE 023.

Dockets 023-025 provide documentation of pre-1914 appropriative rights. As of
December 2, 1959--the date the NPS filed an application to appropriate the waters
of Moss Creek (documentation in YOSE 006)--the NPS presented to the State of
California (under item 12 of the Moss Creek application) three pre-1914 rights
as valid rights NPS had acquired. Dockets 023-025 each contain a copy of the
Moss Creek application which documents information provided to the State about
NPS's pre-1914 appropriative rights at El Portal.

The Acting Regional Chief of Operations, in a June 23, 1959, Memorandum from
Regional Chief of Operations, Region Four, to Superintendent, Yosemite National
Park, Subject: Water Right Application, Moss Creek, El Portal, 1959, stated "of
the 19 or so county water right filings made for water in the El1 Portal area, we
believe only three fit the State's requirement of Paragraph 12, Other Rights.
The lands on which Moss Creek water is to be used have been supplied in the past
with water possibly covered by county filings as listed on the application...We
thought reference should be made to permit the establishment of early
appropriative priorities should they be needed in the future."

The quantities associated with the rights were estimated "offhand" in a July 29,
1959, Memorandum from Acting Regional Chief of Operations, Region Four, to
Superintendent, Yosemite, Subject: Water Right Application, Moss Creek, El
Portal, file L54: "...the most we could substantiate by past use would be in the
range of 10,000 gallons per day under the Hennessey and Morrison filing, a like
amount under the Wharton and Utter filing and 250,000 gallons per day under the
O. W. Ward filing for Crane Creek."

The Moss Creek application (YOSE 006) is for water for municipal use. A
municipality can hold water rights for a future anticipated need. And, when the
NPS filed its Moss Creek right, it also estimated its future anticipated need as
"estimated average daily consumption by the above facilities during the month of
maximum use at the end of each five-year period..." for 1966, 1971 and 1976, and
noted that "Continued growth is expected beyond 1976." For 1976 1,000,000
gallons per day (1.55 cubic feet per second) was estimated.

The NPS's pre-1914 appropriative rights, documented in YOSE 023-025, probably
have not been lost by non-use because the NPS anticipated and documented a future
need for the water for municipal purposes. Additionally, it is conceivable that
the NPS has been exercising its pre-1914, in whole or in part, by its withdrawals
and diversions within El Portal.

Alice Johns

Hydrologist

Water Rights Branch
Water Resources Division
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L-54

June 23, 1959

Hemorandum
Ta: Superintendent, Yosemite Hatlional Park
From: Regional Chief of Operations, Region Four

Sub ject: Water Right Application, MHoss Creek, El Portal--

-

Attached are the original and one copy of an application
and supporting asp for appropriation of the water of Moss Creek for
use at the El Portal Administrative Area.

Coples sre being distributed for review by the Director,
Chief, WODC, and the Regiopal Solicitor. Upon receipt of notice of
concurrence of these three offices the original may be signed and
submitted to the State Water Rights Board.

The spplication is a revision of the draft submitted
with our memorandum of February 10. Changes have been made In ac-
cordance with your memorandum of February 18, PCP U-109, and Hr.
Dunn's memoranda of Februsry 16, March 25, May 4(2) snd June b.

We make the following detailed explanation of the
ouabered paragraphs of the spplicstion:

2. The amount has heen Incressed to 2.00 cfs as sug-
gested by Mr. Dunn although the final license may have to be worded
“when available" since the late summer flow probsbly will be less.

3. Municipal use only has been claimed as ir. Dumn
suggested. In this regard we understand that the existing residents
will be served by the Park Service System through laterals counstructed
by the permittees. IHowever, the present Moss Creek application makes
no claims for permittees use becmwse such use, we belleve, is covered
by existing rights as discussed below. We contemplate that the ex-
isting system used by permittees will continue to divert from Crane
Creek until such time as the Park Service constructs replacement
works on Crane Creek. The assumption is made that whatever water
rights are held by the El Portal Water Association will be taken over
by the Park cervice.

4. The point of diversion has been relocated higher up
the stream es recommended February 18 by Mr. Neilson. The survey tile
is a scaled tie to the nearest known permanent corner.
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S« dain condsit terminmes has been selscted ss the pite
of the roservolr sbove Bl Portal.

8. Dimemsions of the diversion dam were arbitrarily
selected by this office, sisce planning hes not advanced beyond the
stage of preliminery recuirements.

7+ Jeservoirs have bdomn chenged to 2 - 500,000 gallon
tanks rather then a single willion gallon tank to confora to PP F-109.

#b) Pipeline sizes andtotal loogih comform to PUP U-109.

12. The descyiption of existing rights bas been extensively
revised following M. Duan's suggesticns of February 18 and Hey 5.

124, The reference to posailble loss of riperian righta
bas been deleted. The suggested pmragraph concerning pstented lands
was sdded.

1Z8. Of the 1y or so coualy weter right (llinge made for
mumnmmnmwmmntmm's
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(SGD) JOHN B. WOSKY

3.
wmmﬁm of peations

Copy to: Director (w/atlactmenta) )
Cnda, wWBC (2) (ﬂm‘ o }
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06-23-19597app ication to applopllate U”Eﬁp'op”aﬁi‘u water

L]

FILE IN DUPLICATE

[For full information concerning the filling out of this form refer to]
Article 4 of Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Appropriation of Water

STATE OF CALIFORNIA—STATE WATER RIGHTS BOARD

Application No..__________________ o R, " at M.

(Applicant must not fill in the above blanks)

APPLICATION TO APPROPRIATE UNAPPROPRIATED WATER

1, . John C, Preston for the United States of Americe

Name of applicant

of Yosemite National Park - Box 577, Yosemite County of _ Mariposa

Addrens

State of . C@lifoynia » do hereby make application for a permit to appropriate the
following described unappropriated waters of the State of California, SUBJECT TO VESTED RIGHTS:

Source, Amount, Use and Location of Diversion Works

1. The source of the proposed appropriation is Mogs Creek 4

Give name of stream, lake, etc., if named; if unnamed state nature of source and that it is Il-;:l-l;l—ed

located in____Mariposa County, tributary to___ Merced River

2. The amount of water which applicant desires to appropriate under this application is as follows:

(a) For diversion to be directly applied to beneficial use 2.00 cubic feet per
1 cubic foot per second equals 40 statute miner’s inches or 646,317 gallons per day
second, to be diverted from ____Januexy 1 to December 31 of each year.
Beginning date Closing date
(b) For diversion to be stored and later applied to beneficial use.. acre-feet

1 acre-foot equals 325,851 gallons

per annum, to be collected between and
Beginning date Closing date
Nore.—Answer (a) or (&) or both (a) and (b) as may be necessary. If amount under () is less than .025 cubic foot per second, state in gallons per
day. Neither the amount nor the season may be increased after application is filed. If underground storage is proposed a special supplemental form will be
supplied by the State Water Rights Board upon request.

of each season.

3. The use to which the water is to be applied is municipal

Domestic, irrigation, power, municipal, mining, induscrial, recreational

e ; purposes.
4. The point of diversion is to be located 5850 feet N 15° 30' E of the Bouthwest corner

State bearing and distance or coordinate distances from section or quarter section corner

of Beotion 18, T 38, R 20 E, MDM
being within the 8E 1'/ “1 W l/ b

State 40-acre subdivision of public land survey or projection thereof

ofSection_ T, T.. 38 R__B0R, MD B &M, inthe County of ____ MOriDosa

5. The main conduit terminates in _ﬂ_ll&,.l[l/& Sec._._lﬁﬁ____, A SN R._m__, _.MD B &M

State 40-acre subdivision of U. S. Government survey or projection thereof

Description of Diversion Works
NOTE.—An application cannot be approved for an amount grossly in excess of the estimated capacity of the diversion works.

6. Intake or Headworks (fill only those blanks which apply)

(a) Diversion will be made by pumping from

Sump, offset well, unobstructed channel, etc.

(6) Diversion will be by gravity, the diverting dam being 8 feet in height (stream bed to
level of overflow) ; k) feet long on top; and constructed of Coeaw: E.h
ncrete, earch, brush, ete.
(¢) The storage dam will be feet in height (stream bed to overflow level) ; feet
long on top; have a freeboard of feet, and be construcfcd of

Conercte, earth, exc.

7. Storage Reservoir___ 00 500,000 gallon steel tanks for regulation and fire protection.

Name

The storage reservoir will flood lands in

Iadicate section or sections, also 40-acre subdivisions unless shown upon map

It will have a surface area of acres, and a capacity of acre-feet,

B In case of insufficient space for answers in form, attach extra sheets at top of page 3 and cross reference.
¥

FoRrM 1
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06-23-1959application to appropriate unappropriated water, page 2Comt =

8. Conduit System (describe main conduits only)

(a) Canal, ditch, flume: Width on top (at water line) feet; width at bottom

Cross out two not used

feet; depth of water feet; length________ feet; grade feet per 1,000 feet; materials

of construction
Earth, rock, timber, etc.

(£) Pipe line: Diameter a"9m-‘l-”n'ﬁ'-chlas; length .fcet; grade

1,000 feet; total fl}ltl from intake to outlet feet; kind

feet per

Riveted steel, concrete, wood-stave, etc.

Nore.—If a combination of
clearly on map.

9. The estimated capacity of the diversion conduit or pumping plant proposed is&_@,ﬁ;w_m_c_fm_m_mmd

State cubic feet per second or gallons per minute

different sizes or kinds of conduit is to be used, attach extra sheets with complete description, also show location of each

The estimated cost of the diversion works proposed is M“-!m

Give only cost of intake, or headworks, pumps, storage reservoirs and main
conduits described herein

Completion Schedule

10. Construction work will begin on or before July 1961 (Lana aoquisition and construction
Plans eve nov in progress) -
Construction work will be completed on or before. m:_m

The water will be completely applied to the proposed use on or before_____@bout July 1971

Description of Proposed Use
11. Place of Use. ___Se@ supplement

State 40-scre subdivisions of the public ]lnd"lnruy. 1f area is wnsurveyed indicate the location as if lines of the public Iand

survey were projected. In the case of irrigation use state the number of acres to be irrigated in each 40-acre tract, if space permits. If space does not permit listing of sl

#0-acre tracts, describe area in & general way and show detail upon map.

Do (es) applicant(s) own the land whereon use of water will be-madc?_-_,!g!_____..‘

AN Jommlyl .o loainii
Yes or No Yes or No

If applicant doen not own land whereon use of water will be made, give name and address of owner and state what srrangements have been made with him.

12. Other Rights. Describe all rights except those on file with the State Water Rights Board under which water is served
to the above named lands. :

Nature of Right Year of First Use Use made in recent years
(riparian, appropriative, purchased water, etc,) including amount if known

1. Bee Bupplement

Season of Use | Source of Other Supply

2. .
3.
4.
Attach supplement at top of page 3 if necessary.
13. Irrigation Use. The area to be irrigated is. s acres.
State net screage to be irrigated
The segregation of acreage as to crops is as follows: Rice . actespalbdla. . e acres;
orchard acres; general crops acres; pasture acres.
Nots.—Care should be taken that the various statements as to acreage are consistent with each other, with the statement in Paragraph 11, and with
the map.
The irrigation season will begin about ' and end about
Beginning dats Closing date
14. Power Use, The total fall to be utilized is 3 _feet.
Difference between nozzle or draft tube water level and first free water surface above
The maximum amount of water to be used through the penstock is cubic feet per second.
The maximum theoretical horsepower capable of being generated by the works is. horsepower.
Second feet X fall - 8.8
The use to which the power is to be appliedis___._._ < : : »
For distribution and sale or private use, etc.
The nature of the works by means of which power is to be developed is
Turbine, Pelton wheel, ete.
The size of the nozzle to be used is inches,
,  The water will be returned to in of
will not Name stresm State 40-acre subdivision
s Sec. = L . B.&M
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T-ca-luov. applicatiomtoappropriate unappropriated water; page-3cont

SUPPLEMENT

8. (b) Pipeline
Main pipeline from diversion to reserveir to be 2000 lin.
ft. of 8-inch diameter pipe with grade 26.3 feet per
1000 feet. Mains from reservoir to places of use will
be 20,000 lin. feet of U-inch to S«inch diameter pipe.

1i. Place of Use
Those federslly-owned portions of Sections 16, 17 and
18, T38, R20E and Seection 13, T38, R19E, MD B&M, wvhich
have been established as an Administrative Site, out-
side of Yosemite National Park, under the Act of Septem-
ber 2, 1958 (72 Stat. 1772).

12. Other Rights
Water is served to the above nemed lands under the

following rights:

A. Vater has been used for domestle, irrigation, stock
watering, mining and milling and power by riparian
owners on the following patented tracts acquired by
the United States:

(A1l in T 3 8, R 20 B, Md B&M)

Location Acres Patentee Patent No.&Date Recorded
8W 1/4 BW 1/4 Sec. 16) Leonidas G. Wharton Homestead Cert. Stockton
8 1/2 NE 1/4 See. 17) 160 Ho. 1578, Aug. Vol. b
SE 1/4 W 1/b See. 17} 1, 188k Page 460
SE 1/4 RW 1/4 Seec.18 )

SW 1/4 NE 1/4 See. 13} 160 Oliver W. Ward Homestead Receipt

NW 1/4 SE 1/4 Sec. 18 No. 5158, Aug.

NE 1/k 8W 1/b Sec. 18) 17, 1888

N 1/2 SW 1/4 Bee. 17 )

8W 1/4 NW 1/4 See.lT ) 160 Augustus H. Ward M.B.L. Warrant = Warrant

NE 1/b4 SE 1/4 Bec.18 ) No. 80860, Oct. Vol. 1130
x 16, 1890 Page 214

The above patented lands were acquired by the El Portal Mining, and
significant portions were leased to residents of what has since
constituted the El Portal community. The United States has
acquired the lands subject to the leases until they expire,
together with those riparian water uses which have been made.



ADMIN
<html><body>06-23-1959: application to appropriate unappropriated water, page 3cont
<p>&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;</p>
</body>
</html>


Tﬂ'ﬁ%—wou. application toappropriate unappropriated water, page 4cont

SUPPLEMENT

Date of Filing BStream Appropriator

B. The United States acguired with the purchase of El Portal
Mining Compeny property certain appropriative rights established by use
under the following Mariposa County filings:

Point of Place of Recorded
Diversion Use Vol. Page

Jan.22, 1880 Merced R. Hennessey &
Morrison

Apr. 14, 1884 Merced R. Wharton &

Utter

Feb. 27, 1888 Crane Cr. 0. W. Ward

la

" hSec 18
- Y 7

In w1/ (SW1/LEWl/4Sec 16 1 8k
gfif 16 551/én21/£ ae: 17
(SEL/WNW1/hBec 17

In EWl/hwl/4 (SWi/MWl/4 Sec.16 1 123
Sec. 16  (81/2 NE1L/h Sec.l7
(SEL/5NW1/b See.l7

The water to which these rights apply is currently used for
domestic purposes by lessees at El Portal and is water also covered by
the riparian rights of the United States.

The application for the appropriation of water of Moss Creek
herewith submitted is for water supplemental te that used under appropriative
rights originating with the above county filings.
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06-23-1959" appiication to appropriate unappropriated water, page Scont

5.

Mmicipal Use

The Z1 Pertal area has besn acquired by the United States as
an operating base and edminietrative unit to serve Yosemite
Setional Park. Covermaent and concessicner facilities as
listed below inelnding certain operstions pow baged in Yosexmite
Valley, snd inclading resijences, commmnity and comsercial
establisiments and utility servicas will be sugplied with water
under this spplicstion.

Adniaistrative (ffices
Utility Shops

Bern and Corral
Serbege Cen Washing; Vebicle Washing
Sewage Disposal lact
Facilities
The estimatad average dally consumption by the above facilities

during the month of meorima use st the end of esch flve-year
pericd is ss follows:

|

Yeex Sellcus per day Subdc Feet per Second
1966 600,000 0.93
1971 800,000 1.24
1976 1,000,000 1.55
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T application 0 ; R
1 ATTACH EXTRA SHEETS HERE

- : ]
the El Portal e
Name city or cities, town or towns, Urban areas only )

~ operating base for Yosemite National Park ik o i supplement

15. Municipal Use. This application is made for the purpose of serving____

The estimated average daily consumption during the month of maximum use at the end of each five-year period until the fuil

amount applied for is put to beneficial use is as follows:

See supplement

16. Mining Use. The name of the mining property to be served is

Name of claim

and the nature of the mines is__
Gald placer, quartz, erc.

The method of utilizing the water is

It is estimated that the ultimate water requirement for this project will be

Cubic feet per second, gallons per minute. State basis of estimate

will

The water will be polluted by chemicals or otherwise

not Explain nature of yu!rl‘u:ion. if any
and j¢ Vil be returned to in of
will not Name stream State 40-acre subdivision
Sec = 3 R B. & M.

17. Other Uses. ‘The nature of the use proposed is

Industrial, recreational, domestie, ssockwatering, fish culturs, ctc.

State basis of determination of amount needed. _
Number of persons, residences, area of domestic lawas and gardens, number and kind of stock, type

industrlal use, and unit requirements.

General
. . ’ . Jea .
18. Are the maps as required by the Rules and Regulations filed with Application? If not,
Yes or No
state specifically the time required for filing same
; ; T Yes _
19. Does the applicant own the land at the proposed point of diversion? If not, give name and
Yes or No

address of owner and state what steps have been taken to secure right of access thereto

20. What is the name of the post office most used by those living near the proposed point of diversion?

El Portal, Californias

21. What are the names and addresses of claimants of water from the source of supply below the proposed point of

Merced Irrigstion District, P.0. Box 759, Merced, California
Others waknown.
Hothing herein shall coustitute a waiver of other rights the United States may

bave to the same water,

diversion?

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

[SicNATURE OF APPLICANT]

By: John C. Preston
Buperintendent, Yosemite National Park
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’ 7cont

APPLICANT MUST NOT FILL IN BLANKS BELOW

PERMIT No._

This is to certify that the application of which the foregoing is a true and correct copy has been considered and approved
by the State Water Rights Board SUBJECT TO VESTED RIGHTS and the following limitations and conditions:

1. The amount of water appropriated shall be limited to the amount which can be beneficially used, and shall not exceed

2. The maximum amount herein stated may be reduced in the license if investigation so warrants.

3. Actual construction work shall begin on or before and shall
thereafter be prosecuted with reasonable diligence, and if not so commenced and prosecuted this permit may be revoked.

4. Said construction work shall be completed on or before
5. Complete application of the water to the proposed use shall be made on or before

6. Progress reports shall be filed promptly by permittee on forms which will be provided annually by the State Water
Rights Board until license is issued.

7. All rights and privileges under this permit including method of diversion, method of use and quantity of water diverted
are subject to the continuing authority of the State Water Rights Board in accordance with law and in the interest of the
public welfare to prevent waste, unreasonable use, unreasonable method of use or unreasonable method of diversion of said
water.

This permit is issued and permittee takes it subject to the following provisions of the Water Code:

Section 1390. A permit shall be effective for such time as the water actually appropriated under it is used for a useful and beneficial purpose in con-
formity with this division (of the Water Code), but no longer.

Scction 1391. Every permit shall include the enumeration of conditions therein which in substance shall include all of the provisions of this article
and the statement that any appropriator of water to whom a permit is issued takes it subject to the conditions therein expressed.

Section 1392. Every permittee, if he accepts a permit, does so under the conditions precedent that no value whatsoever in excess of the actual amount
paid to the State cherefor shall at any time be assigned to or claimed for any permit granted or issued under the provisions of this division (of the Water
Code), or for any rights granted or acquired under the provisions of this division (of the Water Code), in respect to the regulation by any competent
public authority of the services or the price of the services to be rendered by any permittee or by the holder of any rights granted or acquired under the
provisions of this division (of the Water Code) or in respect to any valuation for purposes of sale to or purchase, whether through condemnation proceed-
ings or otherwise, by the State or any city, city and county, municipal water district, irrigation district, lighting district, or any political subdivision of
the State, of the rights and property of any permittee, or the possessor of any rights granted, issued, or acquired under the provisions of this division (of
the Water Code).

Dated: StaTE WaTER RicHTS Boarp

80686 7-88 15M @ B;O
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