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The following is G summary of results obtained during surveys 
of coastal streams in Humboldt and Del Norte Counties in summer, 
1984. The purpose of the surveys was to document occurrence and 
relative abundance of coastal cutthroat trout (Salm° clarki 
clarki), and to record information on physical/biological 
characteristics of streams investigated. Cutthroat were observed 
in the following streams: 

Stream 	 Tributary to 

Humboldt Count  
Centerville Slough 
Strongs Creek, North Fork 
Salmon Creek 
Ryan Creek 
Washington Gulch 
Lindsay Creek 
Mill Creek 
Widow White Creek 
Little River 
Mill Creek 
MacNeil Creek 
F'enn Creek 
Deach Creek 
Maple Creek 
MacDonald Creek, North 'orK 
Doyes Creek 
Drowns Creek 

Del Norte County 
Richardson Creek 
Dummer Lake Creek 
Jordan Creek 
lryon Creek 
Dominic? Creek 

Eel River estuary 
Eel River 
Humboldt Day 
Humboldt Buy 
Humboldt Day 
Mad River 
Mad River 
Mad River 
Pacific Ocean 
Pacific Ocean 
Pacific Ocean 
Pacific Ocean 
Pacific Ocean 
Dig Lagoon 
Stone Lagoon 
Prairie Creek 
Prairie Creek 

Klamath River estuary 
Mill Creek, East Fork 
Lake Earl 
Smith River estuary 
Rowdy Creek 



Dominie Creek (T 1BN R IW S 26 NE1/4) 

Surveyed 7/20/84 

Method: Electrofishing (spot check) 

Species composition: S.g. ;  .:..s..cl. 

We sampled a 200 ft section above the Rowdy CK hatchery water 
intake. Discharge was estimated Qs 2.5 cfs; Water temperature was 
58 F at 1430 hOurs. The watershed is privately owned by a lumber 
company and has been logged in the past. The surveyed reach was of 
moderate gradient and flowed beneath Q 90% alder/willow canopy 
adjacent to Highway 101. The channel bottom WQS covered by 
moderate amounts of fine sediments (60% pools; 10% riffles). 
Immediutely upstream of 101 the stream bottom is concrete; No 
fish were found in this stretch. There WQS Q scarcity of cover in 
the stream. No aquatic vegetation WQS observed+ 

Two coastal cutthroat (130 a 140mm) were captured along with 
14 steelhead parr (62-16011!m). Fishing pressure appeared to be 
1ight+ 
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\ B o y e s  C r e e k  ( T  1 3 4  R 1E S 2 SE1/4) 

S u r v e y e d  6/26/84 

M e t h o d :  E l e c t r o f i s h i n g  ( s p o t - c h e c k  1 

S p e c i e s  c o m p o s i t i o n :  S + g *  I s * s + c *  

Rough f i s h :  S t i c k l e b u c k s  

- _  

We s u r v e y e d  u 100 f t  s e c t i o n  from t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  P r a i r i e  
C r e e k  t o  H i g h w a y  101, E s t i r e a t e d  f l G U  w ~ s  4 c f s ;  Water t e n l p e r a t u r e  
w u s  58 F u t  1100, T h e  lower p o r t i o n  of Hoyes C r e e k  i s  l o c u t e d  
w i t h i n  P r a i r i e  C r e e k  S t a t e  P a r k ,  U p s t r e u n l  t h e  w a t e r s h e d  is 
p r o b a b l y  u n d e r  p r i v n t e  cjwnership  by u l u m b e r  c o m p a n y ,  W i t h i n  t h e  
p n r k  t h e  streurs Flows t h r o u g h  s t a n d s  0 . F  o l d - g r o w t h  r edwood  w h i c h ,  
l a long  w i t h  a l d e r ,  form u 50;: cunopz . .  T h e  stream c h a n n e l  c o n t u i n s  
m o d e r o t e  u m o u n t s  of f i n e  s e d i r r ~ e n t s  s u g g e s t i n g  t h u t  t ipst , reom 
d i s t u r b u n c e s  of t h e  w u t e r s h e d  h o v e  o c c u r r e d ,  

One 2 . g  *g ( l 6 l n m )  WIIS c u p t u r e d  C u t t h r o u t  h i v e  b e e n  observed 
i n  g r e a t e r  u b u n d o n c e  u p s t r e u n r  b y  Redwood P a r k  p e r s o n n e l  F i s h i n g  
p r e s s u r e  is b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  m o d e r u t e  b e c u u s e  of t h e  stream's 
p r o x i m i t y  t o  P r u i r i e  C r e e k  C a m p g r o u n d  

' Ecrowns C r e e k  ( T  1 3 4  R 1E S 25 BW1/4) 

S u r v e y e d  6/26/84 

M e t h o d :  E l e c t r o f  i s h i n g  ( s p o t - - c h e c K  1 

S p e c i e s  c o m p o s i t i o n :  ;,q,, Q*k* 

We s u r v e y e d  Q 400 .Ft s e c t i o n  u p s t r e a m  from H i g h w a y  101, 
E ~ t i n i u t e d - : 3 ' l u u  wus 4 c f s ;  Water t e m p e r a t u r e  wus 53 F a t  1335. T h e  
wa.terched-s is l o c a t e d  w i t j J i j 1  S t a t e  Park  b o u n d u r i e s .  O l d- g r o w t h  
r e d w o o d  forest b o r d e r s  t h e  s u r v e y e d  r e a c h  C a n o p y  c o v e r  
app ro : . : ima ted  25%, S t r e u m r ; i d e  v e g e t a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  # a l d e r l  b e r r i e s  
u n d  f e r n s ,  The c h n n n e l  UQS s t l a b i l i s e d  b y  bedroct<  o u t c r o p s  o n d  
d e n s e  v e y e . t a t i o n .  The streom is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  low g r 1 i d i e n . t  I 

u b u n d u n t  g r ~ a v v e l s  (of u p p r o p r i u t e  s i z e  f o r  s ~ i l . n ~ o n / s t e e l h e u d  
s p u w n i n g )  , a n d  v e r y  clear water,  

We c u p t u r e d  3 coas t  c u t t h r u n t  (136-103mm) I 8 s t e e l h e a d  
(30-132111m) a n d  2 coho s u l n l o n  (52 a n d  5 4 n i n i 1 ,  C o o s t u l  c u t t h r o o t  u r e  
r e p o r t e d l y  t h e  dorriinlclnt r j ~ l m ~ o n i d  i n  u p s t r e u r n  r e i i c h e s *  F i s h i n g  
p r e s s u r e  o p p e o r r ;  t o  be l i g h t ,  



c - -  
,- 

I. . - c 
CDFG 
Eureka Files 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c c o u n t s  are o f  Surveyed 5treums where we 
d i d  n o t  o b s e r v e  cuss-tu1 c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t ,  I3eft.r t o  . f i e l d  
n o t e s  for u d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m u t i o n  + 

S t re u n i  T r i b u Z ; u r y  t o  

P u c i f i c  Ocean 
F'uci . l : ic  l j ceun 
F'acif i c  Ocean 

S t re urn De sc r i p t i on  s 

S p e c i e s  composition: S l a t ,  Q + y +  
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\ HucDonald Creek ( T  10N R 1E S 25' SW1/4> 

S u r v e y e d 6 1'2 1 i o  4 

Method: Electrorishiny 

S p e c i e s  composi t iun:  ,Sag 



J o r d a n  Creek ( T  1 6 N  F< 1 W  S 3 SE1/4) 

Su r v e y r d  7 /  17/84 

M e t h o d :  E l e c t r a f i s h i n q  

R o u g h  f i s h :  S c u l p i n s  

We c i u r v e y e d  13 200 f t  s t r e t c h  F l . o w i n g  t h r o u g h  p r i v a t e  l a n d  
w i t h i n  one mile of L u k e  E u r l *  E s t i i r r s l t u d  . f low WIJS l ess  t h l i n  1 cfrj;  
W l a t e r  t c r . r r lpe r ( i tu re  UQSS 61 F u t  1230 h o u r s r  T h e  w u t e r s ; t r e d  is i n  
p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  Land use is d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  r e s i d e n k i u l  p l o t s  
and p a s t u  r e l u r i d  ' Jhe  c h a n n e l  i n  t h i s  Q ~ E ? I ~  is of low c J r l a d i e n t l  
Mear7ders a r e  d e e p l y  i n c i s e d  The s t r e u w b e d  is ~o inposed  u l i m s t  
e n t i r e l y  uf f i n e  s e d i m e n i s  w h i c h  b l a n k e t  the  s h a l l o w  p o o l s  and 
r i .Ff 1 es + Large woody  d e b r i s  is contnron u n d  13125 c u i i s e d  loclJl  
s c o u r i n g  + T h e  l a r g e s t  p o o l s  ( a n d  c:ut t t iroat )  were a s s u c i u t e d  w i t h  
. t h e s e  c h u n n e l  features R i p r i u n v e  y e t  11 t i o n  i n c 1 lid e d d e n  se 
g r o w t h s  09 o v e r h a n g i n g  berr ies ,  a l d e r s  and o c c u s i o n u l  cc)r ) i fers .  
C o n o p y  cover  a p p  roxinrIJ-Led 70X t 

We c a p t u r e d  17 c o a s t  c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t  (74--177nm) Two Q*&, 
(~UITIIII) were a l . t i o  c o l l e c t e d *  

F i s h i n g  pressure n p p e a r s  t o  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  when 
l a c u l  youths  a r e  said Lo p o a c h  son@ v e r y  l a r g e  c u t t h r o u t  
( p r e s u m a b l y  s p a w n e r s  f rwrr LaKe E a r l )  f rot11 the s t reamr  

Wilson Creek  ( T  I A N  Fi 1E S 17 N W 1 / 4 )  
CDFG 
Eureka File 



CDFG 
Wilson Creek (T 1 4 N  Fs 1E S 17 N W 1 / 4 )  Eureka File 

Surveyed 7 /6 i  7/10/84 

Method: E l e c t r o f i s h i n g  ( spo t- check )  ; S n o r - K e l i r ~ g  

S p e c i e s  c o m p o s i t i o n :  S t g *  

Rough f i s h :  S c u l p i n s ,  S t i c K l e b u c k s  



P 

Ryan  Slough (Slough C r e e k )  ( T  SN R 1E S 31 NW1/4) 

S u r v e y e d  7/5/84 

M e t h o d :  E l e c t r o f i s h i n g  ( s p q t  c h e c K )  

S p e c i e s  c o m p o s i t i o n :  _S*c*c* 

Rough f i s h :  s t i c k l e b a c k s  

We s u r v e y e d  r e a c h e s  a b o v e  a n d  b e l o w  M i t c h e l l  R o o d ,  E s t i m a t e d  
f low wus ,75 c F s ;  Water t e n i p e r u t u r e  w a s  54 F u t  11515 h o u r s ,  T h e  
w a t e r s h e d  is p r i v a t e l y  owned P r i n c i p u l  l a n d  u s e s  ure l o g g i n g  i n  
t h e  u p p e r  w a t e r s h e d  a n d  g r a z i n g  i n  t h e  lower p o r t i o n s ,  P r i v a t e  
r e s i d e n c e s  u r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d r a i n a g e  EtinKS i n  t h e  
s u r v e y e d  r e ~ c h  were h e a v i l y  o v e r g r o w n  w i t h  b l u c k b e r r i e s r  a l d e r s  
a n d  w i l l o w s  w h i c h  form u c o n t i n u o u s  c a n o p y  o v e r  t h e  deeply i n c i s e d  
c h a n n e l ,  T h e  s'treiim b o t t o m  wus  covered b y  11 t h i c K  l l i y e r  of  f i n e  
s e d i m e n t s +  

The s i n g l e  c u t t h r o o t  c a p t u r e d  m e a s u r e d  1 7 9 I T i N 1 ,  A n o t h e r  o f  
similar size was seen b u t  n o t  c a u g h t +  T h i s  s t r e t c h  r e c e i v e s  l i t t l e  
or no f i s h i n g  p r e s s u r e ,  

W u s h i n q t o n  G u l c h  ( T  5 N  R 1E S 7 NE1/4) 

S u r v e y e d  1 / 2 1 / 8 4  

Mothod:  E l e c t r o f i s h i n g  ( s p c j t  chec lc  1 

Rough f i s h :  S c u l p i n s r  S t i c k l e b t ~ c k ~ i  

We s u r v e y e d  a n  800 f t  r e a c h  b e l o w  O l d  A r c ~ t a  Roud w h i c h  
d i v i d e s  a s t e e p e r  g r u d i e n t  h e u d w a t e r  urea3 from low y r u d i e n t  
p u s t u r e l u n d s ,  E s t i m c i t e d  f low W Q S  1 cfs; W u t e r  t e n l p e r u t u r e  was n o t  
~ ~ e o s u r e d  , P r i n c i p a l  l u n d  uses i n  t h i s  p r i v u b l y  owned w u t e r s h e d  
I z r e  l o y g i n g  arid y r u z i n g ,  T h e  s u r v e y  s e c t i o n  h t i s  few trees mind is 
under t . i d u l  i n f l u e n c e ,  T h e  c h u n n e l  is U-shuped  i n  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  
a n d r  except, f o r  a few s h o r t  r i f f l e s r  is e n t i r e l y  c u r p e t e d  b y  f i n e  
s e d i m e n l s ,  M y s i d  s h r i m p  ( N g m y ~ & ~  ~nyggdjs) were u b u n d u n t  i n  t h e  
lower s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s;treancr close tu w h e r e  it flow.; i n t o  t l u m b o l d t  
H Q Y  * 

T h e  s i n g l e  c u t t h r o a t  captured n ~ e a s u r e d  14Omirrrt Rlso  c a p t u r e d  
were s t e e l h e u d  ( a v e r u g e  l e n g t h  128nm) c o h o  sulmon ( a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  
72111nr) a n d  un  u n i d e n t i f i e d  31Ninr t r o u t , S t i c K l e b a c k s  a n d  s c u l p i n s  
were a b u n d u n t ,  T h i s  s t r e t c h  r e c e i v e s  l i t t l e  or n o  f i s h i n y  
p r e s s u r e  

. 



Wolverton G u l c h  (T 2N 

S u r v e y e d  7/2/84 

Method :  E l e c t r o f i s h i n g  

Fi 1E S 19 NW1/4) 

S p e c i e s  c o m p o s i t i o n :  _S.q, 

We surveyed Q 400-500 f t  stream sec t ion  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e l o w  
t h e  H i y h w u y  36 c u l v e r t ,  E s t i n ~ u t e d  f low w u s  1 c f s f  Wuter 
t e m p e r a t u r e  w u s  55 F u t  1000. P ~ s t u r e l a n d  b o v d e r s  t h e  stream 
her'@ t T h e  c h a n n e l  s u b s t r a t e  is c ~ n ~ p o s e d  l u r g e l y  o f  f i n e  
s e d i m e n t s  a n d  cemenl ted  g r a v e l s ,  

We c u p t u r e d  17 s t e e l h e a d  (W-~~~IYI~II) + I n  u d d i t i . c n  to 
t h e s e  we o b s e r v e d  12 20-40n1111~ 8 60-8hn1, ~ m d  2 120-140inin 
t r o u t ,  Moderate f i s h i n g  p r e s s u r e  ~ I U Y  exist ,  

Hens C r e e k  (T 2N R 2W S 3 SE1/4) 

S u r v e y e d  7/2/84 

M e t h o d :  E l e c t r o f i s h i n g  

We s u r v e y e d  u 250 f L  streum s e c t i o n  b e l o w  t h e  C e n t e r v i l l e  
R o ~ a d  c u l v e r t  + Eotima-ted f low was less  t h m  1 cFst  Water 
L e n r p e r u t u r e  was (54 F t i t  1545, G r u z i n g  is the p r i m a r y  l a n d  
use i n  this area,  P r i v a t e  residences are l o c ~ i t e d  u d j a c e n t  2;o 
t h e  strwam a t  C e n t e r v i l l e  H ~ u d  The s t r e u a  c h u r i n e l  is h i g h l y  
u y y r a d e d f  T h e  streonr bo-ttoni is coiriposed of f i n e  s e d i m e n t s  und 
nluc k T h e  b a n k s  u r e  b r o k e n  down a n d  t h e r e  is l i t t l e  
in-s t reurn cover ,  T h e  only  o r g a n i s m s  o b s e r v e d  were f rugs  und  
w u t e r  s t r i d e r s  ( E g z h e ; _ ) ,  
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