




ABSTRACT 

National Park Service records show that manatees have frequented the waters in and 

surrounding Cumberland Island National Seashore (CUIS) for the past several years. In June 

1986, the University of Georgia Cooperative Studies Unit began a "manatee watch to learn more 

about the number of manatees visiting CUIS, and to identify their preferred habitats. 
Prior to this survey, all of the eight Park Service manatee sightings on record were made at 

Dungeness Dock, with the exception of a sighting of two manatees in Old House Creek. During 
the summer of 1986, five sightings occurred at Dungeness Dock, four sightings occurred at 
Seacamp Dock, three sighting occurred between Dungeness and Seacamp Docks, two sightings 
occurred in Beach Creek, two sightings occurred in the St. Mary's River, two sightings (at least) 

occurred in the ocean near the south jetty, and one sighting occurred in Old House Creek. The 
number of sightings as well as the number of locations where sightings occurred exceeded the total 
number of sightings previously on record. The increased number of sightings is probably due to 
increased effort to record manatees rather than a recent increase in manatee use of Cumberland 
Sound. 

There were no previous reports on file of manatees exhibiting mating behaviors near 

Cumberland Island. There were also no reports of calves in Cumberland waters. During 1986, 

there were at least two separate incidents where manatees exhibited sexual behavior and there were 

two reports of calves. 

Information on use of specific sites, indicates manatees remain in the areas around the docks 

primarily at low tide and are more likely to be seen traveling along the shoreline or in tidial creeks 

when the tide is higher. 

Data collected during the summer of 1986 indicate manatee utilization of waters in and 

surrounding Cumberland Island National Seashore is more extensive than previously believed. 

Not only was the number of individual manatees occurring at Cumberland greater than anticipated, 

but observers recorded several different types of behavior including feeding. 






















