
















Cumberland island visitor use study 

ABSTRACT 
The purpose of this study was to select random visitors from Cumberland Island National 

Seashore and to evaluate their travel patterns, their favored activities, and their knowledge and 
opinions about island conditions and management. During eight sampling blocks, at six week 

intervals, a total of 822 questionnaires were sent to visitors 16 years of age and older. Of these, 

685 were returned, and 671 were useable for data analysis. Of the visitors surveyed, 62.7% were 

day users. Overnight use was about evenly split between developed camping at Sea Camp and 

backcountry camping at Stafford and in the wilderness. A minority of the visitors (7.5%) were 

from the local area. Many more (17.2%) came from urbanized areas around Savannah, GA or 

Jacksonville, FL, (41-100 miles) and 35.6% came from Atlanta, GA, Chattannooga, TN or Miami, 

FL (280-500 miles). About 14.9% came from 500 miles or more away. Thirty-seven percent of 

the visitors sampled had been to Cumberland Island at least once before. 

Day users traveled primarily to Sea Camp and the south beach. Twenty-nine percent of 

campers staying at Sea Camp, 69.3% of the campers at Stafford, and 95.3% of the wilderness 

campers traveled to Plum Orchard. Less than one percent of the Seacampers, 18.9% of the 

Stafford campers and 29.9% of the wilderness campers traveled to Lake Whitney. The most 

popular activities were walking on the beach, visiting ruins and historic sites, day hiking, and 

looking for animals. Through the year, bird watching was as popular as sunbathing or swimming. 

Interpretation of natural and cultural resources is thus very important to island visitors. 

The most important sources of loss of enjoyment for island visitors were motorized vehicles 

on the roads, vehicles on the beach, and industrial odors. These factors were somewhat of a 

concern (or more) for 25% or more of the visitors sampled. The least troubling factor was visitor 

behavior on the beaches, which was somewhat of a concern (or more) for about 5% of the visitors. 

Wilderness users were much more concerned about vehicles and low flying aircraft than were day 
users or Seacampers. The present level of visitor use does not seem to result in frequent disruptive 

visitor behavior or conflicts between visitor groups. 
Nearly all respondents (93.9%) indicated they had seen some wildlife they considered to be 

significant. The most reported animals were horses, followed by turkeys, deer and armadillos. Of 

animals looked for and not seen the most frequently reported were deer, followed by horses, 

armadillos, sea turtles and turkeys. 




























































