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1992 REDWOOD CREEK SUMMER STEELHEAD TROUT SURVEY

DATES:

LOCATION:

DISTANCE:

FLOWS:

DIVERS:

METHOD:

ACCESS:

ITINERARY:

August 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 1992

Redwood Creek, Humboldt County, California

Lacks Creek - river km 45.3 to downstream of Hayes Creek (Redwood
National) river km 7.5

37.8 km (23.5 miles)

Station Orick O’Kane (@HWY299)
Start of Survey: 22 cfs 9 cfs
End of Survey: 17 cfs 8 cfs

(data from DWR-Computer Database)

Dav1d Anderson’ (dlver and coordlnator), Sabra Stelnberg', Mlchael
Port’, Kathy O’ Slgglns, Cara Smith ,Carolyn Meyer, Linda Gelphman,
Ron Lakey, Sandy Haux, John Cataldg, Martin Canning, Ruth Blyther
(VIP), Jeff Dunk (VIP), Tom Weseloh' (CalTrout).

( Indicates person with prior summer steelhead survey experience,
VIP = Volunteer In the Park)

Visual observation by diving with mask and snorkel, and wetsuit top
(Roelofs 1983). Survey proceeded in the downstream direction.

Lacks Creek at Stover Ranch on Redwood Valley Road; Panther Creek
and Coyote Creek at K&K road, Simpson Timber Company; Copper Creek
on rehabilitated K&K and 1800 road; Slide Creek/Pig Pen Prairie on
brushed trail along rehabilitated 2005 Rd at R&K-RNP road; Bridge
Creek up creek to trail on M7.5 and on Redwood Creek trail from
Otter Camp near Tom McDonald Creek; Tall Trees Grove/Tom McDonald
Creek on Westside Access Road at M-Line; Bond Creek on Westside
Access Road to C-Line and on Forty four Creek horse trail and
Redwood Creek trail; and downstream of Hayes Creek on Redwood Creek
trail to Redwood Creek trailhead.

8/03 Lacks Creek to Panther Creek 6.15 km (1 ssD)

Meyer, Port, Lakey .

8/03 Panther Creek to Coyote Creek 3.65 km (0 s=D)
Anderson, O‘Siggins, Haux

8/04 Coyote Creek to Copper Creek 4.50 km (0 s3D)
Smith, Steinberg, Blyther,Dunk

8/04 Copper Creek to Pig Pen Prairie 3.05 km (3 sID)
(just south of Slide Creek)
Anderson, Haux, Cataldo

8/05 Pig Pen Prairie to Bridge Creek 4.40 km (1 sID)
Anderson, Port, Steinberg,
Smith, Canning

8/06 Bridge Creek to Tom McDonald Creek 4.15 km (0 s3D)
Smith, Haux, Canning, Cataldo

8/06 Tom McDonald Creek to Bond Creek 4.20 km (0 sID)
Anderson, Lakey, 0‘Siggins, Gelphman

8/10 Bond Cr to downstream of Hayes Cr 7.7 km (2 S3D)
Anderson, Canning, Weseloh

TOTAL NUMBER OF ADULT SUMMER STEELHEAD TROUT (SSHD) OBSERVED IN 1991: 7 (6 Live)



TOTAL NUMBER OF ADULT SUMMER STEELHEAD TROUT (SSHD) OBSERVED IN THE INDEX SECTION
(LACKS CREEK TO TOM MCDONALD CREEK) : 5 (4 Live, 1 Dead)

SUMMER STEELHEAD

This is the 12th consecutive summer steelhead trout survey of Redwood Creek, the
first was in 1981. Seven summer steelhead were observed in this expanded snorkel
survey, 5 of which were in the index reach (Figure 1). Of the 7 summer steelhead
observed, one was dead. The dead summer steelhead was found downstream of Copper
Creek. A ’'skin bag’ turned inside out was all that remained. Scales were
collected from the skin. This year’s index count of 5 was less than last year’s
(1991) 15 count, and much lower than the counts of 44+ in 1984 and 1985 (Table
1).

Table 1. Numbers of Summer Steelhead Trout (SSHD) observed 1981 through 1992
in the 25.9 km (16.1 mile) index section of Redwood Creek from Lacks
Creek to Tom McDonald Creek, Humboldt County, California.

Year No. of SSHD Survey Dates
1981, 16 8/10 - 13
1982 2 10/12 & 14
1983 5 8/22 - 25
1984 44+ 8/08 - 10
1985 44+ 8/20 - 22, 9/4
1986 19+ 8/25 - 27
1987 14 7/14 - 16
1988 _ 8 7/26 - 28
1989 0 7/31, 8/1 -~ 2
1990 14 7/31, 8/1 ~ 3
1991 15 8/05 - 08
1992 5 8/03 - 06, 10

Survey from Stover Creek to Emerald Creek, 14 miles, covering most of index
section and best pool habitat.

Survey from Lacks to Bridge Creek, minus Garret to Panther Creek, at total of
11.1 miles. Covers best pool habitat.

All fish observed were found in pools (Table 2). One was in a pool with a
westside tributary entering it, and one was in the Hayes Creek/Redwood Creek
pool, a pool identified as a cold pool in the past. The temperatures of the
Hayes Creek cold pool (22°C) and Redwood Creek (23°C) were similar, however. All
fish were found singularly.

Mr. Marc Williams of Etna, California submitted a Wildlife Observation Card about
an adult otter with three young fishing in the ‘gorge’ area of Redwood Creek on
8/16 and that it "caught a large fish - summer steelhead?" I requested more
information and he wrote the adult otter was pulling the fish upstream and the
fish was at least 2/3rd the length of the otter, 20-24 inches. He also observed
"several larger salmonids in pools of the lower canyon”, but was not sure if they
were spring chinook or summer steelhead, but guessed they were chinock because
of the spotting on their backs. He stated his initial guess that the otter’s
catch was a steelhead may be in error. Six spring chinook were observed during
the Redwood Creek survey of 1988, the only time they have been found. We
observed 1 summer steelhead in the ‘gorge’ section (Slide Creek to Bridge Creek).

Again, the extent of human disturbance on summer steelhead in the index reach is
unknown. Recent changes to protect summer steelhead by California sport fishing
regulations (effective March 1, 1992) on Redwood Creek have closed most of the
index section from the mouth of Bridge Creek to the mouth of Lacks Creek to
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TEMPERATURE °C
LOCATION AMELthgN DATE TIME WATER AIR

Redwood Cr (upstrm of unnamed trib) | REDW 8/04 | 1335 19.5
Unnamed tributary W 8/04 | 1335 13.5
Redwood Creek (1 SSHD) . REDW 8/04 1440 20.5
Unnamed tributary 12 8/04 1455 13.0
Redwood Creek (1 SSHD) REDW 8/04 1511 20.5
Unnamed tributary W 8/04 1528 13.5
Unnamed tributary W 8/04 1545 14.0
Unnamed tributary W 8/04 1556 14.0
Unnamed tributary W 8/04 1624 13.5
Redwood Creek (@ Pig Pen Prairie) REDW 8/04 1635 20.0
Redwood Creek (@ Pig Pen Prairie) REDW 8/05 | 1037 19.0
Slide Creek E 8/05 | 1102 14.5
Redwood Creek (@ Slide Cr pool) REDW 8/05 | 1100 19.5
Redwood Creek (1 SSHD) REDW 8/05 21.5
Unnamed tributary W 8/05 14.0
Unnamed tributary #1 E 8/05 15.0
Redwood Creek (@ unnamed trib #1) REDW 8/05 22.0
Unnamed tributary E 8/05 1605 16.0
G Creek E 8/05 DRY
Redwood Creek (@ G Creek) REDW 8/05 23.5
Dolason Creek E 8/05 1652 20.0
Redwood Creek (upstrm of Bridge Cr) | REDW 8/05 1653 23.0
Bridge Creek W 8/05 | 1658 17.0
Bridge Creek W 8/06 | 1046 15.0
Redwood Creek (@ Bridge Cr) REDW 8/06 1046 19.0
Emerald Creek E 8/06 14.0
Redwood Creek (@ Emerald Cr) REDW 8/06 20.5
Tom McDonald Creek W 8/06 1400 15.5
Redwood Creek (@ Tom McDonald Cr) REDW 8/06 | 1400 22.5
Redwood Creek (upstrm of TMcDonald) | REDW 8/06 1021 18.5
Tom McDonald Creek W 8/06 1021 14.0
Redwood Creek (surface) REDW 8/06 120.5

(bottom of pool) 20.0
Redwood Creek (surface) REDW 8/06 | 1309 22.5

(bottom of pool) 20.5
Cole Creek E 8/06 1312 14.0
Redwood Creek (@ Cole Cr) REDW 8/06 | 1312 22.0
Forty four Creek W 8/06 1331 14.5
Redwood Creek (@ Forty four Cr) REDW 8/06 1331 22.0
Unnamed tributary #2 E 8/06 | 1350 16.0
Redwood Creek (@ unnamed trib #2) REDW 8/06 | 1350 22.0
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