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FOREWORD 

This volume is the first in an Idaho Cultural Resource Series which 
will present infonnation to increase the public awareness of the cultural 
resources on public lands. Volwne 1 of the Idaho Cultural Resource Series 
addresses the emigrant trails in southern Idaho and is a joint effort of the 
Bureau of land Management (BLM) and the Idaho State Historical Society. 

This program receives federal funds from the U.S. Derrartment of the 

Interior, Bureau of Land Management and the National Park Service. Federal regulations 
strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination on federally-assisted programs on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age or handicap. Any person who believes he or she has 
been disaiminated again5t in any program, activity, or facility operated by a recipient 
of federal assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. 
Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127. 

TIle BLM is responsible for the management of the prehistoric and historic sites on 
the public lands in Idaho. Land use plans prepared by the BLM call for the preserva­
tion of emigrant trail remnants and the maintenance of scenic rorridors. The condition 
of the remaining portions of the historic trail varies. Remnants which have not received 
much, if any, motor vehide use are typified by vegetated swells. Some remnants have 
been deeply eroded by water and wind. Remnants receiving motor vehide use are 
dearly visible, but in some cases are being altered by continued vehicle usage. 

To facilitate recreational use and protection of the emigrant trails, BLM has marked 
renmants located on 5tate and federal lands in southern ldallo with white carsonite 
posts placed at approxinlately 1/ 4-mile intervals. Hiking and horseback use is usually 
allowed along these marked segments. Gates have been in5talled at some fence 
crossings on public land. Those remnants presently not receiving motor vehide use are 
marked as closed to motorized use to prevent danlage to the historic resource. Since 
5tretches of the emigrant trails have been eradicated, it's not possible to travel their full 
lengths. Those wishing to retrace routes mu5t travel between trail segments and 
historic sites on modem public roads. 

As you will note from the maps included in this volume, the emigrant trails cross 
a variety of land ownership induding private, state, and federal. Many of tlle public 
land segments of the emigrant route are isolated from direct public access, and private 
landowners' pennission is necessary to reach these segments. Please respect the 

private property rights and avoid visiting or crossing private land without permission 
of the landowner. 

The remaining evidence of the emigrant use of the routes can be quite fragile . 
We hope the public will respect the management ronstraints necessary to insure the 
protection of these remains for our future 5tUdy and enjoyment. The physical evidence 
of the prehistoric and historic sites on public land are protected by the Archaeological 
Resources Protection Act of 1979 and historic and prehistoric sites and artifacts mu5t 

not be removed nor disturbed. Artifacts otxserved on the surface must be left in place 
so other people can have the opportunity to view a piece of our past. 

It is very rewarding to be involved in this state and federal effort to present to the 
public infonnation on the current evidence of the emigrant trails. These trails have 
played :i large role in the development of the United States. We trust that this work 
will aid in your under5tanding and enjoyment of the emigrant trails in soutllern Idaho. 

Delmar D. Vail 
State Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
Idaho 

John R. HtJl 
Director 
Idaho State H istoricaJ Society 
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INTRODUCI10N 

South Pass and the Snake River Plain have provided a corridor for access 
and cultural interchange between the Great Plains and Pacific Northwest­
Colwnbia Plateau communities for millennia. More than fourteen thousand 
years ago, nomadic big game hunters pursued elephants and great bison 
through that area. Oirnatic changes gradually transformed extensive grass­
lands into a more arid environment, and eventually early horses, giant 

bison, elephants, and giant sloths all disappeared. People who hunted them or others 
who carne continued to travel about their arid lands. These people gradually developed 
regular seasonal migratory routes to fishing streams, camas grounds, and other resource 
areas. 

After Spanish settlement of New Mexico reintroduced horses in 1598, the Native 
Americans gradually began to acquire horses. Eighteenth-century Shoshone Indians 
enlarged their regular seasonal migratory cydes by riding horses. They began to ride 
to a regular summer trade and salmon fishing fair in an area eventually occupied by 
Hudson's Bay Company Fort Boise, where they were joined by various tribes. I 
Some of their trails eventually were developed into emigrant roads that provided 
access for national expansion from Mississippi and Missouri valley outposts to Pacific 
Coast communities. 

Fur hunters began to explore the Snake River Plain immediately after Andrew Henry 
established an upper Snake winter post in 1810. Following well defined Indian routes, 
they explored the entire region during the next three decades. 2 By 1840, when beaver 
trapping in the area had gone into a severe economic decline, experienced mountain 
men were available as guides for Pacific Coast emigrant trains that began to develop a 
road system. Fort Hall and Fort Boise, established for fur trade purposes in 1834 , took 
on a new service function as emigrant trade stations. 

Responding in part to appeals from Pacific Northwest missionaries and even more 
to desires to settle lands west of the broad plains zone identified both as permanent 
Indian country and as a great desert that no one else could inhabit successfully, 
emigrants departing from Missouri and Iowa began to head ·west to fmd new homes 
in Oregon and California. The travelers were unable to take wagons west of Fort HaU 
until after 1842. They succeeded in developing a passable road to The Dalles in 1843 
and to Sacramento in 1844. As traffic began to increase, trading stations, bridges, and 
ferries were installed at appropriate strategic locations along the emigrant roads. Soon, 
well-established western communities cOl~d provide much needed assistance to wagon 
trains that got into serious trouble or exhausted their resources (mainly food) prior to 
reaching their destinations J 

Only a very modest fraction of Mississippi Valley farmers and settlers felt bold 
or reckless enough in 1840 to set out in a wagon to seek a new life in Oregon or 
California. Those who did make the trip faced many difficulties and hazards. A great 
many Midwestern settlers, in fact, regarded anyone who might want to cross what then 
was identified as the Great American Desert as an appropriate candidate for a lunatic 
asylwn. Horace Greeley, who told countless young men to go west, did not mean that 
they should go to California or to Oregon. He joined a great many others in opposing 
such nonsense. Yet for a small, venturesome minority, Oregon and California held 
considerable attraction. 

Although California at that time formed part of northern Mexico, for years many 
Midwestern expansionists had been convinced that their nation had a "manifest 
destiny" (as they described it) to expand from coast to coast. A militant Midwestern 
democracy thus would populate a much greater area . Emigrants who could be 
persuaded to go into a foreign land had a mission to serve national interests as well as 
to gain personal advancement. An opportunity to take up good fann1and in a new 
country with a superior malaria-free climate, together with a chance for a bener share 
in community leadership and an advance in sociaJ status, induced a few restless settlers 
to devote an entire summer to a long overland expedition. 

Those who went were well aware of an opportunity for genuine achievement that 
only a select group ever would match. Farmland and business opportunities still were 
available nearer home. But by 1840, frontier settlement had reached a line demarking 
permanent Indian country farther north and west. Except for po5Sibililies in Oregon 
or California, anyone who wanted to participate in a long established national west­
ward movement had no place to go. (Eventually, much more of Iowa and Minnesota 
were opened for settlement, and in 1854 restrictions were reduced in Kansas and 
Nebraska when those territories were organized. By that time, Oregon and California 
had become popular destinations.) Really dedicated expansionists were prepared to 
give up an entire crop season in order to go west in an unparalleled wagon migration. 

Once they had everything ready to go, emigrants who headed West could anticipate 
a great adventure. Unlikely to see the familiar surroundings of their old homes for a 
long time, if ever, they faced peril and hardship on a great camping trip that would 
last for months. Yet they knew that when they got through, their experience would 
set them aside as a truly remarkable group of settlers engaged in founding a new 
commonwealth. From that point on, they would have something exceptional to boast 
about. They took great pride in recording their experience and did more than their 
share to expand their nation 's bowldaries. TIley provided tlle population necessary to 



justify a long-sought division of the original Oregon Country. Their presence helped 
President James K. Polk complete arrangements with Great Britain in 1846 for acquisi­
tion of territory Olherwise subject to Hudson's Bay Company controL The ir story soon 
became a national epic. TIlen in 1848, gold discoveries in California set off a new 
emjgrant road excitement. By that time , emigrants had enough experience with 
wagon trains that a major gold rush could be managed with considerable success. 

Aside from a few missionary families who had shown such a trip could be made 
with sufficient incentive, little precedent could be found for emigrant wagon caravans 

that journeyed one or two thousand miles. But strong promotional campaigns began 
to yield results after 1840. More than 500 inhabitants of Platte County joined a Western 
Emigrant Society in Missouri in 1840. TIley all had pledged to depart for California 
when spring travel became possible a year later. Only one of that entire crew, John 
BidweU, showed up in time to depart But he was soon joined by a substantial number 
of others who had heard of the venture. The eventual sixty-two-member group elected 
John BartJeson captairl, and Bidwell was appointed secretary. The injtial queruon to be 
resolved was which route to foUow: the Santa Fe Trail or the Oregon Trail. The 
dilemma was solved when a party of three Jesuit missionaries heading for Fort HaU 
under the leadersrup of Father Pierre-Jean DeSmet arrived at their camp. The priests 
had employed the very capable and knowledgeable Thomas Fitzpatrick as a guide 
and agreed to let the Bidwell-BartJeson group travel along. Soon after starting, the 
emigrants were joined by Joseph B. Chiles and two Olher men with one wagon. 
Two days later, a fmal member of the group was added when Joseph Williams, an 
adventurous preacher, joined the train. When the party reached the bend of Bear River 
near S<xla Springs, half the group chose to go on to Oregon. The ones who turned 
south for California did not manage to get their wagons very much farther and 
completed the trip with much difficulty as a pack train. 

Then irl 1842, a larger Oregon emigrant party set out with United States Indian 
Commissioner Elijah White. They had to leave their wagons at Fort HalL Finally irl 
1843, Marcus wrutrnan persuaded almost a thousand Oregon and California emigrants 
to take their wagons west from Fort HalL 

Although his trip had presented many hardsrups, Joseph B. O1iles became con­
vinced that wagons could travel overland to California. Consequently, he headed east 
on horseback with a small group to organize an expedition for the 1843 emigration 
season. From Sutler's Fort, Chiles and his followers headed east to Fort HalL It was on 
this leg of his 1842 eastward trip that he presumably located a feasible natural wagon 
route through Granite Pass, wrudlPeter Skene Ogden's Hudson's Bay Company Snake 
brigade had utilized May 11 , 1826, between Raft River and Goose Creek. In any event, 
when Granjte Pass became available for wagon traffic after 1842, a passable emigrant 
road could be opened to California. 

2 

Repltea of a typtcal emtgrant wagon on display at the Bureau of land Management 
National Historic Oregon 'Irati Center at Flagstaff HtII, Baker CUy, Oregon. (Daniel]. 
Hutchison, Bureau of land Management) 

In 1843, O1iles led a small group west to California. At Fort laramie, they engaged 
Joseph R Walker for $300 to act as a guide. At Fort Hall the party split up Chiles and 
thirteen men were to go ahead to Fort Boise, the only place they could obtairl supplies 
sufficient to get everyone through, and then head southwest looking for a northern 
route around California's Sierra Nevada range. Walker guided a group of 21 up Raft 
River and through Grartite Pass. The plan had been for O1iles to send provisions to 
the latter group from California , but thjs connection was never made . Walker's faction • 
were forced to abandon their wagons just short of their goal, but they did manage 
to make it around the Sierra range through Walker's Pass on December 3, 184} 

The following year, Elisha Stevens and his party accomplished what the two 

previous California expeditions had deemed feasible but were unable to achjeve; 
they took wagons all the way to California. Stevens' party, in addition, managed to 
open Sublette's Cutoff to wagon tralTic and pioneered a route through Donner Pass. 
Until the opening of Hudspetll 's Cutoff in 1849, the majority of California-bound 
emigrants followed the Oregon Trail to Raft River. They then headed southwest up 



the river, through Granite Pass into Nevada, and on to California through Donner Pass 
or (in 1848) Chiles' superior Carson route. 

Before intennediate settlements became available, long-range emigrant wagon 
trains had severe problems in arranging for essential provisions. Settlers also had to 
take furnishings and equipment necessary for starting new wilderness homes. Yet if 
they tried to bring too much, they simply would have to abandon excess baggage 
when their oxen wore out. Precise timing also was imperative If a train started too 
soon and got bogged down on a muddy trail during spring rains, time would be lost 
and oxen would weaken prematurely. Too late a start, or unfortunate delays after 
leaving, would increase an ever present threat of getting blocked farther west by 
winter snow. A few misadventures, particularly in 1845 and 1846, made such road 
hazards entirely clear. 

A great deal of preparation went into planning and conunencing an emigrant wagon 
expedition. Guidebooks soon became available to offer advice. A detailed account of 
how an 1848 emigrant wagon party got ready shows how a trip was organized: 

- Now, I will begtn to UJOrlt and plan to make ewrything with an rye to starting 
out on a stx months trip. The first thing is to lay plans and then UJOrlt up to the 
program so the first thing is to make a piece of Itnen for a UKJgon cover and some 
sacks; wtJl spin ma;tly ewnings while my husband reads to me.... The men are busy 
making ax yokes and bow; for the wagon cowrs and tradingfor oxen. 

Now the new year /1848J has come and I'll write. This is my program: will start 
out wtJh the new year. My health is better and I don't spend much time with house 
trork. Will make a muslin cowr for the UKJgon as we wtJl haw a double cover so we 
am keep warm and dry; put the musltn on first and the heavy linen one for strength. 
They both have to be sewed real good and strong and I have to spin the thread and 
sew all th~e long seams with my fingers, then I have to make a new feather tick for 
my bed. I will put the feathers of two beds into one tick and sleep on. it. 

February 1st, and the Itnen ts ready to go to trork on, and stx two bushel bags all 
ready to sew up, that I will do ewnings by the light of a dip candle for I have mtIde 
enough to last all winter after we get to Oregon, and now my trork is all planned so 
I can go right along. Haw cut out two pairs of pants for George (home made jeans). 
A kind lady friend came tn today and sewed all day on one patr: then took home with 
her to finish . Another came wanted to buy some of my dtshes and she took two shirts 
home to make to pay for them. 

And now it is March and we have our team all ready and in good condition. 
Three good yoke of oxen and a good wagon. The company have arranged to start the 
10th of April. I expect to load up thefirst wagon. George is prac&ing with the oxen. 
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I don 't want to Ieaw my kind friends here but they all think it is best so I am anx10us 
to get off. I haw tlJOri!ed alm~t day and night this winter, haw the sewing about all 
done but a coat and vest for george. He got some nice material for a suit and had a 
taylor cut it out and Aunt Betsy Starr helped me two days with them so I am about 
ready to load up. Will wash and begin to pack and start with some old clothes on and 
when we can't wear them any /onger wtJlleaw them on the road .... 

This week I will UKJSh and pack away ewrything except what we UKJnt to wear on 
the trip. Aprll5tb. This week I cook up something to last us a few days tilJ we get 
used to camp fare. Bake bread, make a /ot of crackers andJry doughnuts, cook a 
chicken, botl ham, and stew some dryed fruit. There is enough to last us over the first 
Sunday so now we will begin to gather up the scatterings.. .. 

Monday, AprlI9tb, 1848. I am the first one up; breakfast is over; our UKJgon is 
backed up to the steps; we wtJlload at the hind end and shove the things in front . The 
first thing ts a big box that wtJJ just fit in the wagon bed. That wtJl haw the bacon, 
salt, and various other things; then it wtJl be cowred with a cover made of liBht boards 
nailed on two pieces of inch plank about three inches wide. This wtJl Sertx! us for a 
table, there is a hole in each corner and we have sticks sharpened at one end so they 
will stick in the ground and we will haw a nice table; then when it is on the box 
George wtJl sit on it and let his feet hang over and driw the team. It is just as high as 
the wagon bed. Now we will put in the old chl3t that is packed with our clothes and 
things we will want to wear and use on the UKJy. The till is the medtc1ne chest; then 
there will be cleats fastened to the bottom of the UKJgon bed to keep things from 
slipping out of place. Now there is a vacant place clear across that will be large 
enough to set a chair; will set it with the back against the side of the wagon bed; there 
I will ride. On the other side will be a oocaney where Itttle jessie can play. He has a 
few toys and some marbles and some sticks for whip stocks, some blocks for oxen and I 
tie a string on the stick and he uses my rrorlz basket for a covered wagon and plays 
going to Oregon. He never seems to get crt15S or tired. The next thing is a box as high 
as the chest that is packed with a few dishes and things we won 't need till we get thm 
And now we will pUt in the long sacks of flour and other things.. .. Now comes the 
groceries. We wtJl malil! a wall of smaller sacks stood on end; dried apples and 
peaches, beans, rice, sugar and coffee, the latter being in the green state. We wtJl 
brown it in a skillet as we want to use it. Eterything must be put in strong bags; no 
paper ulT'afPings for this trip. There is a corner left for the UKJSb-tub and the lunch 
basket will just ftJ in the tub. The dishes we UKJnt to use wtJl all be in the basket. I am 
going to start with good earthen dishes and if they get broken haw tin ones to take 
their place. HatJe made 4 nice Itttle table cloths so am going to live just like I was at 
home. Now U~ will fill the other comer With pick-Ups. The iron-UXlre that I will want 



to use et£ry day wtli go in a box on the hind end of the wagon like a feed box. Now 
we are all loaded but the bed. I wanted to put II in and sleep out but George said I 
wouldn't rest any so I will level up the sacks with some extra bedding, then there ts a 
side of sale leather that will go on first, then two comforts and we will have a good 
enough bed for anyone to sleep on. At night I wtli turn my chair down to ma~ the 
bed a little longer so now all we have to do in the morning ts put in the bed and make 
some coffee and roll out. 

The wagon looks so nice, the nice white cover drawn down tight to the side boards 
with a good ridge to keep from sagging. Its high enough for me to stand straight 
under the roof wilh a curtain to put down in front and one at the back end. Now tis 
all done and I get in out of the tummult ... . 4 

Ezra Meeker - Oregon Trail Pioneer. (Idaho State Htstorlcal Society, No. SG 1()9122) 

4 

California gold discoveries early in 1848 brought a major change to emigrant 
travel. By 1849 about 25,000 prospective miners set out overland in search of fortune. 5 

Many expected to return home wealthy, and emigrant trail traffic became more two 
directional in nature. When some 60,000 emigrants came West in 1852, they encoun­
tered problems far different from those that emigrants had faced a decade earlier. 
Reasonably good roads and services were available. But crowded camp areas and 
lack of decent range to acconunodate many thousands of oxen and livestock created 
severe difficulties. Horse and cattle herds had been prominent along emigrant routes 
ever since a substantial cow column reached Oregon in 1843 Within a decade, 
300,000 cattle had traveled along the routes, and by 1860 the Livestock count had 
reached upwards of one million. 1bis total included a substantial number of sheep.6 

Settlement along the roads in Idaho began after Boise Basin gold discoveries in 1862 
provided an economic base for ranching, irrigated farming, and service communities 
that supplied mining activities. Only a few early gold mines were found along the 
emigrant trails. Some scattered Snake River placers did, however, give rise to a number 
of small mining communities. Freight and stage operations along emigrant roads to 
Boise, Owyhee, and other Idaho mining areas became important until rail service 
supplanted many such routes after 1880. Emigrant wagons traveled the early routes for 
another two decades or more, and connecting lines to mining camps and farm centers 
continued to flourish for more than a generation. Major livestock drives, largely cattle 
and sheep, began to move eastward after 1874, as Oregon, Washington, and Idaho 
ranches needed outlets and eastern ranches and markets needed sources 
of supply7 

Twentieth century reclamation projects brought additional settlement to the Snake 
River Plain. Commercial irrigated fanning was no longer dependent upon nearby min­
ing markets. With superior equipment that enabled farmers to raise crops in areas that 
earlier canal builders had been unable to reach, agricultural development took over a 
constantly increasing portion of old wagon roads. Modern improved highways, often 
along or near 'emigrant road grades, transformed many miles of emigrant trails . 
Railroad construction, however, had shifted transportation and settlement patterns 
away from many old emigrant grades, so other segments remained as abandoned or 
unimproved roads . 

--- --------_ .......••• •••• 



SUMMARY OF PAST AND CURRENT WORK 

Field study of the general route of the emigrant trails began as early as 
1842 and 1843 in the course of two expeditions by the US Army Corps 
of Topographical Engineers, led by Lieutenant John C. Fremont. 
Fremont's detailed official reports of these expeditions (published 
commercially as well as by the government) attracted wide and serious 
attention. They contain explicit data on the topography, flora and fauna, 

and Native American populations found by the expedition. Some of the maps that 
accompany the reports show the route of the "emigrant road." 

The United States Geological Surveys of the early 1870s, led by Clarence King and 
Ferdinand V. Hayden, provided both detailed written descriptions and some of the very 
earliest photographic records (by Timothy O'Sullivan and William Henry Jackson) of 
the trail conidor. 

By 1873, those at the western end of the overland routes had begun to organize 
themselves to preserve the history of their migration. The Oregon Pioneer Association 
began publishing its proceedings with its first meeting in 1873 and continued doing so 
well into the 2()h century. Not only speeches extolling pioneer virtues but also useful 
diaries and journals have thus been preserved. 

Not long after 1870, Hubert Howe Bancroft began organizing a crew of researchers 
to conduct an ambitious documentary investigation and to interview participants in the 
settlement of the West. The first volumes in his ma5.5ive series were published in the 
mid-I88Os; the Oregon volumes between 1886 and 1888; the relevant volume on 
California in 1888; Utah in 1889; and Idaho, Nevada, Colorado, and Wyoming in 1890. 
In addition to the published volumes, the collected data have been preserved as a 
foundation of the Bancroft Library. In the period between 1~ and 1915 the General 
Land Office (predecessor of the Bureau of Land Management) completed the inilial 
cadastral surveys across Idaho. While the surveyors were establishing the township 
system in advance of transfening land into private ownership, they noted the location 
of existing roads and early emigrant routes. The maps and field notes prepared by 
these early land surveyors provide exceIJent documen!ation of emigrant trails in ldallO 
and are available from BLM. 

The first major fieldwork to seek out past emigrant tails began in 1906, when Ezra 
Meeker, who had migrated to Oregon from Iowa in 1852, set out eastward with an ox 
and wagon to retrace his earlier route. Meeker repeated his trip in 1910. Both journeys 
involved marking and publicizing the route, and both resulted in published accounts. 
Out of Meeker's efforts grew the Oregon Trail Memorial Association (later the American 
Pioneer Trails Association), which by the late 1920s was encouraging efforts to mark 
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the presumed route of the overland trails a\J across the country. Most notable of its 
proponents in this region was Walter Meacham of Oregon, who encouraged highway 
markers along the route. 

In 1925, Archer B. Hulbert of Colorado College published two volumes of maps 
showing the routes of part of the trails: The Oregon '/ratJ in Idaho and Oregon and 
The Caltfornta Tratl, Fort Hall to PIacervt/Ie. Routes are laid out on blueprint maps. 

A number of people since the mid-1930s have done fieldwork on the trail in the 
process of writing books. George R. Stewart began his field study on the California 
Trail in 1936 and continued into the 1960s (with the sometime assistance of J. S. 
Holliday). One result is his Californta '/ratJ: An tplc With Many Heroes 09(2). Not 
long after Stewart began his work, the Federal Writers' Project American Guide Series 
volume on the Oregon Trail, with detailed descriptions related to then modem 
highways, was published (939). In 1947, Jay Monaghan's The Overland Trail, also 
based on fieldwork, was published. 

Irene Paden's The WaQ? if the Prairie Schooner (943) and Prairie Schooner 
Detours (1949) are popuIar accounts, useful for travelers, based on fieldwork by her 
and William C. Paden prior to 1942. Gregory M. Franzwa's The Oregon TratJ Revtstted 
(1972) is a highway guide related to the route of the trail. Paul and Helen Henderson's 
work, some of it for the Wyoming Recreation Commission, resulted in his 1953 book 
landmarks on the Oregon Tratl and in several articles in the Annals if Wyomtng 
United States Geological Survey (USGS) maps with his plotting of the trail are on 
ftle at the Commission. And in 1979 the National Geographic Society published 
'/rails West, a well-illustrated book OIl the major overland trails, again based on 
extensive fieldwork. 

The Idaho State Historical Society has long been involved in documenting the routes 
of the Oregon and California trails, and has published jointJy with the Idaho Division of 
Highways The Route of the Oregon Tratl tn Idaho (third edition, 1974). 

In addition, a number of state historical journals have published diary and journal 
material on the overland experience, most notably the Oregon Historical Quarterly, 
bul also the Washington Historical Quarterly (now the Paciftc NorthlWSt Quarterly), 
Annals if Wyomtng, the Utah Historical Quarterly, and journals published farther to 
the east as well. 

A number of scholars have in recent years done fieldwork and considerable 
research as they have annotated diaries for publication. Dale L. Morgan edited the 
1849 diary of James A. Pritchard (1959) and in 1963 published Overland tn 1846, a 
coUection of diaries from that year's migrations. Robert Becker'S infonnative editing 



and cartographic interpretation of the Thomas Christy diary of 1850 (1969) , based on 
detailed field investigations, is an exceUent example of how routes can be better 
mapped and defined by using emigrant diaries. Other especially useful publications 
are Thomas D. Clark's edition of Elisha Douglass Perkins' Gold Rush Diary (1967) and 
Georgia Willis Read and Ruth Gaines' edition of J Goldsborough Bruffs journals, 
diaries, and drawings (1949). 

Several federal agencies have become involved in field research on the emigrant 
trails. The U.s. Forest Service sponsored a study by Peter T Harstad and Max Pave sic 
of the Lander Road in Bridger and Caribou National Forests in 1966. The Burley, 
Idaho, District of the US. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) contracted with 
Howard R Cramer to do an extensive survey of emigrant routes within the District. 
Vamer had done earlier work on Hudspeth's Cutoff. That report, his first for BLM 
(1969), was foUowed by The Oregon Trat/ from Thomas Fork to Salmon Falls Creek 
0972-74), tbe Calf/ornia Tratl tn Idaho (973), and tbe Salt lLlke Cutojf(974). 

A.~ a major Bicentennia1 project in 1976, the BLM published Emtgrant 7rat/s of 
Southeastern Idaho. Dr. Cramer's researdl was used as the basic material for this 
popular volume. The 1976 publication included diary accounts from both published 
and unpublished sources. The intent of the Idaho Cultural Resource Series Number 1 
was to update the 1976 document, which is out of print. 

In 1977, the U.S. Bureau of Outdoor Recreation (BOR) released a fmal draft on 
The Oregon Trat/: A Potential Addition to the Nattonal Tratls System, encompassing the 
entire route and identifying high-potential site and route segments. Maps of the route 
and ownership infomlation are included. Aubrey Haines prepared much of the 
material on high-potential sites and route segments; Howard Chadwick of the BOR 
Seattle Office compiled the fmal report . The BLM Boise District employed Charla M. 
Meadwn in 1978 to survey and record the Oregon Trail and Kelton Road. Her report 
was completed in June 1979. 

In 1978, Public Law 95-625 established the Oregon National Historic Trail to identify 
and protect the prinlary route of the Oregon Trail and its historic remnants and sites 
for public use and enjoyment. The primary route includes the main routes followed 
between 1841 and 1848. Nationwide, only about IS percent of the 2,170 miles of 
the primary route is still intact . Identification of the primary route (subject to uniform 
marking) and development of a comprehensive management plan were provided 
for as an Interior Department responsibility A National Park Service study has been 
completed which offers recommendations ~or appropriate action tmder this statute. 

Seven cross-country segments of the primary route and 28 historic sites within the 
nation are designated as components of the Oregon National Historic Trail and are 
included within tlle National Trail System. The two component cross-country segments 
in Idaho, the North Trail and Sinker Creek, are both within the BLM's Boise District. 
Only trail renmants on federal land were initially designated as components of the 
Oregon National Historic Trail. The North Trail Segment stretches 83 miles from the 

Twin Falls-Elmore county line to the outskirts of Boise. 45 miles are on BLM-adminis­
tered land. TIle Sinker Creek Segment on the South Alternate Oregon Trail includes 18 
miles of cross-<:ountry trail from west of Castle Creek to 4 miles northeast of Murphy. 
Thirteen miles are on federal land managed by the BLM. Seven of the historic sites 
within southern Idaho have been designated as components of the Oregon National 
Historic Trail are within southern Idaho. These include: Raft River Crossing, Milner 
Ruts, Thousand Springs, Upper Salmon Falls, Hot Springs, Army Fort Boise, and C J 
Strike Ruts. 

In 1979, Merrill Mattes received a grant from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities to compile an annotated bibliography of overland diaries. This work was 
published by the University of Illinois Press in 1988. 

Also in 1979, the BLM let a contract to the Idaho State Historical Society for work 
which encompasses an in-depth study of the emigrant routes and cultural resources 
within a ten-mile corridor between Fort Casper and Fort Boise. This contract study 
used basic research, aerial photograpil interpretation, and selected field inventories to 
locate and describe the routes and remaining evidence of the emigrant routes. The 
report prepared by the Idaho State Historical Society for this contract provides most 
of the details in this volume. 

The National Park Service's Seattle Office has prepared planning for comprehensive 
management of the Oregon National Historic Trail. The Northwest Region (Seattle) was 
given the responsibility for the Oregon Trail. The management plan was completed in 
September 1981. The BLM used the plans as umbrella documents to aid in the 
preparation of more detailed management objectives. 

The BLM in Idaho has prepared two management plans to direct the manage­
ment of public lands containing evidence of the emigrant trails. The first for the 
Boise District in southwestern Idaho was prepared by Walter Meyer in 1984, the 
second for south central and southeastern Idaho by Peter Laudeman in 1985. These 
two management plans continue to guide the management of the public lands. 
One inlportant step has been to uniformly mark the trails on public lands. The lands 
Services Section of the BLM Idaho State OffICe has posted the emigrant trail routes to 
the Master Title Plats (MTPs). This posting to the offICial federal land records provides 
an easy reference and case file for public laud users and BLM employees processing 
land use applications. 

In 1992, Public Law 102-328 established the California National Historic Trail to 
identify and protect all routes and cutoffs of the California Trail. The development 
of a comprehensive management plan has been assigned as a Department of the 
Interior responsibility. 

The Oregon-Califomia Trails Association (OCTA) is an organization dedicated to 
the preservation, appreciation, and enjoyment of all the Trans-Mississippi migration 
trails west. The members have been successful in many of their efforts to preserve 
remnants of the emigrant trails. TIleir national headquarters are located in Indepen-



dence, Missouri. The membership of ocr A includes representation from forty-seven 
states and seven foreign nations. Members have actively assisted BLM and the Idaho 
State Historical Society in marking the emigrant trails in Idaho and presenting to the 
pubtic the history and importance of the trail system, as has the OcrA quarterly, 
Owrland journal 

BLM and state developed sites include Milner, Bonneville Point, City of Rocks 
National Historic Reserve, Massacre Rocks, Malad Gorge, Three Island Crossing, 
Bruneau Dunes, and Ward Massacre Park. 

Corridor populations generally are farmers, ranchers, and residents of communities 
eoonomically based upon farming and ranching. Recent, but limited, industrial devel­
opment has begun to diversify several corridor cities, including Twin Falls and Burley. 
Most corridor populations have enough direct connection with earlier eras of migration 
and settlement to retain an awareness of emigrant roads and their significance. Emi­
grant trail travel does not yet seem entirely remote. 

Local and regional interest in emigrant trail routes and events has been evident for 
more than a century. Communities located in or near emigrant road oorridors have 
displayed special pride in their pioneer settlement affinity. Major cities in emigrant 
trail areas have groups of citizens interested in emigrant routes beyond their immediate 
environs. These include Salt lake, Portland, Omaha, and Kansas City, in zones of 
traditional Oregon Trail interest. large California metropolitan centers have a natural 
basis for ooncern in California Trail and California gold rush matters. Surviving cultural 
resource reminders of an inherently interesting emigrant road heritage attract special 
attention in localities adjacent to early routes or populated by descendants of pioneer 
travelers. SmaUer emigrant trail communities often take an even greater interest and 
show even more local pride in their own cultural resources. SmaUer centers predomi­
nate in various road corridors, and practically all of them have their own county or 
local historical societies that specialize, in part, in marking and creating public aware­
ness of their own local trail segments. 

Interest in emigrant trails and other features of local history rarely is confLOed to 
those who have spent most of their lives in corridor oommunities. Many talented and 
enthusiastic participants in local historical society activities are newoorners who wish to 
learn about and to identify with a cultural heritage representing their new surroundings. 
In addition, large numbers of people with a special concern for emigrant trail resources 
are found in areas quite remote from localities to which they come to see old emigrant 
trails. National interest in this absorbing topic has led to national recognition of 
emigrant trail cultural resources. This same national interest will oontinue to support 
projects for interpretation and development commemorating this great national epic. 

TIle 1993 Oregon Trail Sesquicentermial is providing a fonun to increase public 
awareness of the historical significance of the emigrant trails. Under the leadership 
of the Governor's Oregon Trail Executive Committee, the Sesquicentennial is providing a 
basIS for long-tenn enJoyment and management of the emigrant trails in southern Idaho. 
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HOW TO USE TIllS VOLUME 
This volume is designed to document the routes, landmarks, and sites llSed by 19th 
century emigrants as they crossed southern Idaho. With this volume the reader will 
be able to trace the trails used during the 19th century and visit some of the areas 
where evidence of the trail and the environmental setting has remained unchanged 
by modern developments. 

Only the federal and state lands along the trails are available for public use, and 
some of these pubtic lands are isolated from public access. Private property rights 
must be respected and landowner permission must be obtained before visiting or 
crossing private lands. The Fort HaU Indian Reservation and the Idaho National 
Engineering laboratory lands also require pennission from the managing agencies 
before they can be visited or crossed. Readers are requested to use the modem public 
roads for access between the public land segments. 

The emigrant trails are indicated on N z Minute USGS Quadrangles which have 
been reduced to an inch to one mile. Where the evidence of the trails can be seen, 
the lines are continuous; where the evidence has been removed by development, the 
lines are dashed. The USGS Quadrangles have also been cut to fit on the page, and 
map sheets have been spliced together. These steps are designed to improve the 
readability of this volume and to highlight the emigrant trails. TIle name of each USGS 
Quadrangle used is presented to allow the reader to obtain a specific map for use in 
research or for enjoyment of the emigrant trails. There is also an index sheet of the USGS 
Quadrangles in southern Idaho which has been marked to show the USGS Quadrangles 
used for this volume. 

A shaded background is used on the maps to indicate public lands. Trail segments 
without a shaded background are not pubtic land and have restricted access. The large 
print titles are used to highlight historic sites, recreational developments, and interpre­
tive programs. Township references have been retained on the maps. 

A general emigrant trail history and several special-interest articles have been placed 
throughout the volume. Accompanying each map sheet is a discussion of the trail 
routes, historic sites, landmarks, and recreational developments located on that map. 
Individual diary sections are included to enable the reader to view the emigrant trail 
segments through the eyes of the emigrants. 

The enligrant trails are presented from east to west as the emigrants followed the 
mules. The various cutoffs are noted on the map where the trails split. The tr'dil 
division is also presented on the first map of each alternate route. The junl1ion where 
the alternate rejoins the other routes is also included at the end of the segments. 
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USGS 71/2 MINUfE SERIES (TOPOGRAPIllC) QUADRANGLES 
USED FOR MAPPING TIlE EMIGRANT TRAIlS IN SOUfHERN IDAHO 

This pubtication uses portions of 12. Buckskin Basin, 1971 30. Tuttle, 1978 47. Caldwell, 1971 
the following USGS 7'/2 Minute Series Moonlight Min, 1971 Yahoo Creek 48. Notus, 1971 
(Topographic) Quadrangles for mapping 13- Fort Hall (Goodale 's CutolI), 1971 Hagennan, 1949 49. Panna, ldaho-Oregon, 1%5 
the emigranl trails across southern Idaho. Pingree, 1979 31 Indian Butte, 1978 Owyhee, Oregon-Idaho, 1%7 
The numbers preceding the map titles Michaud, 1971 32. Ticeska, 1978 
below correspond to the maps in this Pocatello North, 1971 Pasadena Valley, 1978 
publication The eight USGS 15 Minute 14. Springfield, 1974 Twentymile Butte, 1948 OREGON THAD. SOlTfH ALTERNATE 
Series (Topographic) Quadrangles used Schiller, 1971 33. Glenns Ferry (South Alternate), (lbroe Island Crossing to Oregon Stale Line) 
are Jl()(ed as 1:62500, and the three BIM 15. Wheatgrass Bench, 1971 1947 
Metric Series (Topographic) Quadrangles American Falls, 1976 SO. Glenns Feny, 1947 
used are nOled as 1: 1<XXX>O. 16. American Falls SW, 1971 Hammett, 1978 

17. Neeley, 1971 OREGON TRAIL 51 Indian Cove, 1978 
18. Register Rock, 1984 (Three Island Crossing to Fort Boise) 52 Bruneau Dunes, 1978 

OREGON TRAIL Badger Peak, 1984 Bruneau, 1978 
(Thomas Farlz to 7bree Island Crossing) North Chapin Min (California Trail), 34 Gooding Butte, 1949 53. CJ Strike Dam, 1979 

1984 Bliss, 1978 54 . Grand View, 1978 
1. Border (enter Idaho), 1970 19. Lake Walrott SE, 1984 35 Ticeska, 1978 Dorsey Butte, 1947 

Pegram, 1970 20. Lake WaJCOlt SW, 1984 Hog Creek, 1986 Jackass Butte, 1947 
2. Montpelier Canyon, 1970 21. Rupert SE, 1978 36. King Hill, 1986 55. Castle Butte, 1948 

Montpelier, 1%7 Rupert SW, 1976 37. Morrow Reservoir 56. Wild Horse Butte, 1947 
4. Georgetown, 1970 22. Burley SE, 1978 38. HOl Springs Creek Res, 1986 Sinker Butte, 1948 
5. NOWlaIl, 1970 23- Burley SW, 1978 39. Bennen Mountain, 1986 57. Silver City 0 :625(0), 1%5 

Fossil Canyon, 1970 24. Milner, 1978 Teapot Dome, 1986 58. Walters Butte, 1971 
6. Soda Peak, 1982 Milner Butte, 1%5 40. Mountain Home North, 1978 59. Wilson Peak, 1957 

Soda Springs, 1982 Murtaugh, 1%5 Danskin Peak 0 :625(0), 1960 Givens Hot Springs, 1971 
7. Alexander (Hudspeth's CutofI), 1982 25. Stricker Butte (Kelton Road), 1979 41./42 Mayfield 0:6250(0) 60. Opalene Gulch, 1971 
8. Talmage, 1982 26. Hub Butte (Goodale's Cutoff), 1960 Marsing, 1971 

Hatch, 1981 Twin Falls, 1980 43 Indian Creek Reservoir, 1971 61 Homedale, 1971 
9. Oleslerfleld, 1981 27. Filer, 1979 Lucky Peak, 1972 62. Wilder, 1971 
10. Oleslerfleld Reservoir, 1981 Jerome, 1979 44 Boise South, 1972 Adrian , Oregon-Idaho (Oregon), 

Jeff Cabin Creek, 1968 28. Oover, 1979 45. Boise North, 1972 1%7 
11 South Putnam Mountain, 1968 Niagara Springs, 1979 Eagle, 1979 

Lincoln Peak, 1981 29. Thousand Springs, 1949 46. Star, 1971 
Yandell Springs (Lander Road), 1981 Middleton, 1971 
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CAUFORNIA TRAIL . 
(Separatton qfTratis to Grantte Pass) 

63. North Chapin Mln (Primary Route), 
1984 

lake Walcott SE, 1984 
64. Malta NE, 1978 
65. Malta, 1968 

Nib~ Creek (Hudspeth's Cutotl), 
1968 

66. Connor Ridge, 1968 
Elba, 1968 

67. Jim Sage Canyon, 1968 
68. Almo (Salt lake Alternate), 1968 
69. Lyman Pass (Kdton Road), 1968 

Cotton Thomas Basin 0625(0), 
1959 

70. Blue Hill (Utah), 1978 

SALT lAKE ALTERNATE 
(Utah State Une to Ctly qf Rocks) 

71. Naf, 1968 
Otokecherry, 1968 

72. Jim Sage Canyon, 1968 
73. Almo (California Trail), 1968 

HUDSP£I1I'S arrOFF 
(Soda Springs to Caltfornta Trail) 

74 . Alexander (Primary Route), 1982 
Talmage, 1982 

75. Sedgwick Peak, 1982 
Bancroft 
Lava Hot Springs, 1968 

76. Arimo, 1965 
77. Hawkins, 1968 
78. Bradley Mountain, 1968 

Dairy Creek, 1968 
79. Daruels, 1968 
80. Buist, 1973 
81. Cedarhill, 1973 
82. Roy, 1973 

Sublett Troughs, 1973 
83. Sublett Reservoir, 1985 
84 . Sublett, 1985 
85 Malta, 1968 

Nib~ Creek (California Trail), 
1968 

lANDER ROAD 
(Wyoming State Ltne to Ross Fork) 

86. Auburn (Idaho), 1980 
Diamond flat, 1980 

87. Stump Peak, 1980 
Wayan East, 1980 

88. Wayan West, 1980 
Bear Island, 1966 

89. Little Valley Hills, 1981 
Henry, 1981 
Reservoir Mln, 1981 
Meadow Creek Mln, 1981 
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90. Grizzly Creek, 1981 
Paradise VaDey, 1981 

91. Dunn Basin, 1981 
92. Lincoln Peak, 1981 

Yandell Springs (Primary Route), 
1981 

GOODAlE'S arrOFF 
(FOt1 Hall to Dttto Creek) 

93. Springfield, 1955 
94. Springfldd NW, 1980 

Coffee Point NE 
95. Lava lake Reservoir 

Rock Butte 
96. Rock Butte 
97. Scoville, 1973 

Big Southern Butte, 1972 
98. Fort Hall, 1971 
99 Rockford, 1979 

Moreland, 1971 
100. Baldy Knoll, 1979 

Olsen, 1973 
101./lO2. Taber, 1973 
103. ~dle Butte, 1973 

Atomic City, 1973 
104. Quaking Aspen Butte, 1972 

Butte City, 1972 
Arco Hills SE, 1972 

105. Arco South, 1972 
106. Nichols Reservoir, 1972 

Grouse (1:62500), 1960 
107. Inferno Cone, 1972 
108. Blizzard Mountain South, 1972 

Fish Creek Reservoir, 1979 
109. Paddleford flat , 1979 

Carey, 1979 
llO. Picabo, 1979 

111 Gannett, 1979 
Seamans Creek, 1979 

112. Bellevue 0 :62500), 1957 
113. Blaine (1:62500), 1957 
115. Fairl'teld (1 :62500), 1957 
117. Hill City, 1963 

High Prairie, 1963 
118. Cat Creek Swnmit, 1973 
119. Anderson Ranch Dam, 1973 
120. Danskin Peak (1 :62500), 1960 
121 Mayfidd (1 :62500) 

(Primary Route), 1960 

KELTON ROAD 
(Lyman Pass to Stricker Cabtn) 

122. Almo (California Trail), 1968 
Lyman Pass, 1968 

123. Basin, 1968 
124. Oakley, 1968 

Marion, 1968 
125. Buckhorn Canyon, 1968 
126. Milner Butte, 1965 

Murtaugh, 1965 
127. Stricker Butte (Primary Route), 

1979 

NORTHSIDE ALTERNATE 
(American Falls to Hagerman) 

128. Pocatello (Primary Route) 
(1 :1 ()(XXX), 1984 

129. lake Walcott 
0: 1cxx)oo), 1979 

132. Twin Falls 
(Primary Route) (1:100000), 1979 



PRIMARY ROUfE: OREGON NATIONAL mSTORIC TRAIL 

Thomas Fork va1Jey to 
1bree Island Crossing 
Maps 1- 32 

When emigrants reached the present eastern border of Idaho, they had a good part of 
their journey ahead of them even though technically they had been in Oregon since 
crossing South Pass. The primary route of the Oregon Trail stretches across the 
southern portion of Idaho for nearly 400 miles. From the eastern border of Idaho, the 
trail cuts across the mountains and valleys to join the Snake River at the site of Fort 
HaU, near present -day Pocatello. The Snake River Plain dominates the rest of the trail 
across Idaho wltil it reaches the site of Fort Boise. At Three Island Crossing, near the 
town of Glenns Ferry, the route divides. The Primary Route crosses the Snake River 
and skirts the mountains towards Boise. The South Alternate follows the south edge 
of the Snake River until the routes join inside the eastern border of the State of Oregon. 

In 1978, Public Law 95-625 established the Oregon National Historic Trail to identify 
and prolect the primary route of the Oregon Trail and its historic remnants and sites for 
public use and enjoyment. The primary route includes the main routes followed 
between 1841 and 1848 Nationwide, only about 15 percent of the 2,170 miles of the 
primary route is still intact. Identification of the primary route (subject to uniform mark­
ing) and development of a romprehensive management plan were provided for as an 
lnterior Department responsibility. A National Park Service study has been cOl1lpleted 
which offers recommendations for appropriate action under this statute. 

The recreation sites related to the emigrant trails between the Thomas Fork Crossing 
and Three Island Crossing include: the Soda Springs City Park, Massacre Rocks State 
Park, and Milner Interpretive Site (BLM). In addition, the Idaho State Highway Depart­
ment and State Historical Society have placed information signs for the Thomas Fork 
Oossing, Big Hill , Peg Leg Smith, Hooper Springs, Hunt Party Historic Site, Raft River 
Oossing, and Caldron Linn. TIle Public Land segments have been marked by volun­
teers and BLM staff. 

Oregon Tratl marker near the eastern IxJrder of Idaho. Marker Installed by Burt Silcock, 
Got:ernor's Oregon Tratl Executfve Commtttee; jobn Davts, Oregon-Calfjornta Trail 
Assoctatton; and Richard Htll, Bureau of Land Management. (Brian Strand, Bureau 
of Land Management, 1992) 

lEGEND 

Emigrant Trail (Visible) 

Emigrant Trail (Possible Route, not visible) 

• Historic Site or Landmark 
_ Public Lands Administered by BLM 

~ State of Idaho Lands 

c=::::::J U.S. Forest Service 

~ Other Federal Lands 

Scale: 1 Inch to 1 Mile 

Please Respect Private Property Rights 
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Before crossing lbomas Fork, the route 
splits; one branch crossed and foUowed 
Bear River, while the other took a more 
direct route westward across the Sheep 
Qeek Hills. The WlUtman's party wagon 
came through on the latter segment in 
1836 and others followed in 1841-1842, 
prior to heavy traffIC in 1843. 

__ Joel Pabnn - August 1, 1845. 

Here are two trails. The nearest turns to 
the right up a creeJz l1bomas F<riJ for a 
mile and a half. crosses the creek and 
passes over the htll, and strikes the other 
troil at the foot of Big litH, six miles from 
the cro5Sings. The other tratl crosses the 
river, follows up Us bottom round the bend 
for eight mties, to where it crosses the rlwr, 
then follows down the bottom three miles, 
and takes up the valley for one mile to the 
foot of Bf€ lItH, uiJere it intersects the 
other tratl! 

The Thomas Fc.k ValIey attracted a 
nwnber of trading venrnres due 10 the 
excellent camping facilities (water, grass, 
and wood), and the oppoounity for 
unemployed fur trappers to profit by 
supplying the needs ci emigrants. Large 
Indian villages oould also be found here. 

- Lellltder V. loomis -June 27, 
1850. [WJe passed some Mountaineers uiJo 
had establtshed themselves on the road, for 
the purpose of traiding With the Emigrants 
and Indtans ... . 9 
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_ P. V. Crawford· July 9, 1851. 
At the end of sixteen miles today we 
reached Thomas 'fork. Here f ound a 
bridge and trading post, also lots of 
Indtans./O 

Enterprising entrepreneurs also 
constructed crude bridges across Thomas 
Fork in attempt to profit from travelers 
who might fmd the crossing difficult. 

_ Susan Amelta Cranston -July 
~ 1851. {Plassed Owens & WtJsons trading 
post Situated on Thomass Fork Bear RIver 
were Father bought two yokes of oxen. 
Crossed the fork & a slough on a bridge by 
paytng $1 per wa,gon saved 8 miles by 
dotng so .... lI 

__ Esther HM. Hanna -July 12, 

1852 This afternoon we came to the 
crosstng of Bear RIver. We were agreeably 
surprised to find tt bridged. We paid a 
dollar apiece for our UXJgons. The bridge is 
a wry rudely constructed affair; and no 
doubt was made by emtgrants, but some 
men are there now taking to/J on tt, who 
had nothing to do wtth the erecttng of ttl 
After crossing, we soon began to ascend a 
wry steep mountatn. We got OWT safely 
and encamped In the valley near a Itttle 
stream. SttJl the never-endtng procession of 
rude graws along our path!l1 

lbere are no remnants of either the 
ford crossings or bridges left today, but 
the surrounding area has an authentic 
appearance and liUJe development The 
Idaho Departmenr of Transportation has 

placed a roadside interpretive panel along 
US. Highway 30. From here, there is a 
good view of the Thomas Fork. 

Five alternate routes are visible as the 
northern route ascends Sheep Creek Hills. 
Some are still utilized as unimproved 
roads. The routes become one on the 
sununit, and an unimproved road remnant 
is visible on the western descent. The 
route across Sheep Creek Hills crosses 
public land and has been marked. Since 
there are no improvements, the visitor is 
requested to stay on existing trails. The 
southern variant, or Bear River route, has 
been destroyed by railroad and agricul­
tural development. US. Highway 30 
closely follows the route from Border 
Junction to Soda Springs. The Mormon 
Bear Uke settlements of 1863-1864 
expanded into this area with ranching and 
irrigated farmlands, and the Oregon Short 
Line Railway brought improved transporta­
tion in 1881. 

\I \1' .! 

A farming and ranching country settled 
by Mormons working their way up Bear 
River after 1864, this area has diversified 
but liUJe since railway service reached 
there in 1881. The two alternate routes 
rejoin on the west side of the Preuss 
Range for the ascent of Big Hill. Many 
thought the hill to be the steepest and 
longesl yet encountered on the trip west. 
The southern most route was the main 
trail, and excellent remnants are visible 
that attest to the difficulties encountered. 

14 

Big HtI/ descent. (Larry R. jones, Idaho State Historical Society) 

The descent was particularly trouble­
some, and the deep ruts caused by the 
locking of wagon wheels can be seen 
from a highway panel erected by the 
Idaho Transportation Department along 
US. Highway 30 west of the descent that 
describes the route. A variant heads north 
after reaching the top before turning 
northwesl. The trails reunite just west 
of Bear HoUow. 

_ Joel PaltMr - August 2, 1845. 

Four of fiw miles brought us to the big hill 
or mountain. It is about half a mile to the 
top of the first ridge, a nd quite steep. 
The road then turns a few rods to the right, 
then to the left down a ravine f or three 

hundred yards, and then up a ravine 
for half a mile to the top of the mountatn. 
We trawled about tux> miles along the 
ridge, and then tum to the left down the 
mountain. It is about one mile to the 
plain, and generally very steep and stony; 
bul all reached the plain safely, and were 
truly thankful that they had safely passed 
one of the mOlt diffiCUlt mountains on the 
road. From the lop of this mountain we 
had a mOlt delightful view of the surround­
Ing country.... From the south comes in a 
broad valley, up which can be seen 
Bear Lake.... The road strikes the river 

two miles from the fOOl of the mountain, 
at Big Timber.13 



_ Margaret A Erin" . July 6, 
1850. We started at six 0 'clock, forded 
Thomas Fork, and turntng to the west, 
came to a htgh spur UX! trere compelled 
to cl1mb. The dtstance ts seven mtles, and 
UX! wereftve hours tn crosstng. Part if 
the way I rode on horseback, the rest I 
tmlked. The descent tmS wry long and 
steep. All the whrels if the tmgon trere 

tied fast, and It sltd along the ground. 
At one place the men held It back wtth 
ropes and let It down slowly. 14 

_ Tbeodore Talbot • September 

7, 1843. We UX!nt a few miles farther when 
UX! had to cross a wry htgh htJJ, which ts 
said to be the greatest Impedtment on the 
whole route.from the Untted States to Fort 
Hall. The ascent ts wry long and tedious, 
but the descent ts sttlJ more abrupt and 
dtjftcult. I thtnk that tt might be avoided 
by followtng the rlu!r In the gap which tt 
makes for Itself through thts same range if 
htlls, and that by crosstng and recrossing 
the river several times and a wry Itttle 
labor, a good road might be obtatned. 15 

In 1852, the McAuley party made the 
same observation as Talbot had in 1843. 
After crossing Big Hill, the McAuleys 
conslrUcted a toll road variant along the 
river arOlIDd Big Hill (the rurreru route of 
US. Highway 30). Some emigrants took 
the new route, but after that year it appears 
high water had cb1royed the road and 
discouraged any further attempts to use 
this variant. 

- EHza Ann McAuley· July 15, 
1852. just before comtng to the River we 
had the hardest mountatn to cross on the 
whole route. It was very steep and difficult 
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to cl1mb, and UX! had to double 
teams gotng up and at the 
summtt UX! had to un-bttch the 
teams and let the wagons down 
over a steep, smooth slidtng rock 
by ropes wound around trees on 
the side of the road. Some trees 
are nearly cut through by rcpes. 

July 16. The boys took another look at 
the pass and concluded to step and make a 
road around the mountatn. (Between july 
17 and 28, the party worked on the road. 
By july 29, the work was completed) 

July 29. After dtnner UX! started on, 
leavtng Thomas and Mr. Buck to rematn 
on the road a week or two to collect toll 
and pay the expenses of making U. 16 

1l1ere is some evidence of a route 
that traversed farther up Thomas Fork 
before heading west across Sheep Creek 
and Preuss ranges to the Bear River. 
Additional research is now anticipated 
to verify this possibility. 
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_ James A. Pritcbard· 
June 27, 1849. Ibts Old Smtth who 
lives here had a cork leg - a rough 
looking man he ts to. The place ts 
better known as Smtth 's tradtng post. 
A Salt Lake Mormon & Wife wer here 
for the purpose if trading wtth the 
Em megrants, & several Frenchmen ° 
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In 1848, Thomas L "Peg Leg" Smith 
established a trading post at Big Timber 
along the Bear River (near the current 
community of Dingle) to trade with the 
entigranls. Mormons from Salt Lake later 
arrived near the site to ply their wares. 
Sntith's post, whidl consisted of four log 
strudures, lasted no longer than 1850. 
lhe Idaho TrarlSportalion Department has 
established an interpretative panel on U.S. 
Highway 30 near the location. 

-_ Amos Batchelder - August 14, 
184.9. After crosstng the oolley and stream, 
ta! encamped near a tradtng past occupied 

by a mountaineer named Smith .... Smtih 
is a fleshy, shrewd looking man, about 50 
years old, arui as rough as the taumy 
customers with wbich he is surrounded. 
He has for a Wife one of the ladies, or 
squaws, .from a neighboring tribe of 
indians. This country is claimed and 
occupied by the Shoshones, or Snake 
Indians, who are a peaceable, hamJiess 
tribe, and generally jrlendly to the whites. 
Several lodges of these Indians are en­
camped in this Vicinity. The females are 
engaged tn dressing skins. 18 

Smtth s Tradtng fut - Idaho highway historical sign. (Dennis Hill, Bureau of Land 
Management, 1989) . 
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Montpelier was settled by Mormons in 
1864 and became Bear Lake Valley's major 
settlement after rail service arrived in 1881. 
A 1l0n-MOmlon community grew up 
beside Montpelier's original settlement 
after the town became an Oregon Short 
line division point. The following 
National Register of Historic Places sites 
are located in Montpelier: John A. Bagley 
house, Montpelier Odd Fellows Hall, and 
the Montpelier Historic District. 

The Oregon Trail passes through Mont­
pelier and continues north, paralleling and 
crossing U.S. Higllway 30. The route of 
the entigrant trail has been replaced by 
the townsite and modem road develop­
ment. Much of the surrounding landscape 
reta.ins the historic selling of the area . 
Montpelier is the site of an annual 
Oregon Trail Rendezvous Pageant. 

_ Elijab Bryan Farnham - 1849. 
Went six m over a level road {from SmiJh s 
trading post} and through a beauttful 
oolley and camped on Tullocks Fork 
[Montpelier Creek} of Bear RilX:!r.19 
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EXPWRATION 

Pur trade exploration of the Snake River Plain commenced in 1811 when 
some of Andrew Henry's trappers (who had built a winter post in 1810 
south of the Continental Divide on Henry's Fork of the Snake) crossed 
that zone on their way to New Mexico.lII Their exad route has nct been 
recorded, but later that year an overland Astorian party reached Henry's 
post and built canoes with wllich they explored the Snake River below 

Fort Hall. A canoe accident above Caldron Linn on Odober 28, 1811, tenninated river 
navigation; from that point west, three Astorian parties walked overland to Astoria , 
Oregon. Donald Mackenzie's advance party took a northside Indian trail that led to a 
later Oregon Trail northern alternate west of Salmon Falls. His group continued west 
along a primary Oregon Trail route to Snake River, which he descended past a future 
Goodale's Cutoff Cf05Sing al Brownlee's Ferry. Two (){her Astorian groups foUowed the 
Snake more closely to later Fort Boise. When they had f1llished, they had examined 
three routes west of Caldron Linn and had foUowed much of an old Indian trail system 
later employed for emigrant trail segments. 

Joseph Miller and some Astorian trappers who decided not to go on to Astoria 
wandered through eventual trail segments above Fort Hall. Miller joined Stuart's 
overland party returning in 1812 frem Astoria to Saint Louis. Proceeding past Miller's 
earlier exploration, they discovered part of Hudspeth's Cutoff and continued on that 
route to Bear River west of Soda Springs and ascended Bear River to later Wyoming.21 

Subsequent to the .ini1.ial fur hunting exploration of 1811-1812, Donald Mackenzie 
returned to the Columbia in 1816 to cxganize an interior Snake Country fur trade. By 
1818 he had expanded his fur empire to Bear River. Some of his trappers investigated 
later California Trail routes up Raft River in 1819; by 1820, Mackenzie had explored on 
to Green River, where his Snake expedition trapped with great success. He also 
explored the Goodale's Cutoff route from Lost River west to Boise in 1820. Exploration 
from Fort Hall to Soda Springs also came during this era. 22 

Exploratioo of a ftnal main California Trail segment was completed in 1826 (assum­
ing Mackenzie's trappers hadn't discovered Granite Pass in 1819) when Peler Skene 
Ogden took his Snake brigade of Hudson's Bay Company trappers from upper Raft 
River over Granite Pass to Goose Creek on May I S. By 1826, a large number of moun­
tain men working oul of Saint Louis were active in later southern Idaho. Some of them 
began to foUow a dired route from Soda Springs to Cassia Creek and Raft River, used in 
1849 for Hudspeth's Cutoff. With that discovery and with trapping expanding in an 
area later used for F. W. Lander's Fort Kearny, South Pass, and Honey Lake Wagon 
Road, fur trade exploration had disclosed almost aU emigrant routes that came into use. 
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Bennington was settled in 1864 by 
Mormons moving north from Salt Lake 
City. The area remains a ranching and 
farming community. The Oregon Trail 
foUows the route of U.S. Highway 30 in a 
northwesterly rurection. 

- Byron McKtnstry -July 23, 
1850. In 8 m. we came to two creeks V4 
m. apart, 10ft. wide (the forks of 3-Mtle 
Creek] wtJh several Indian lodges along the 
bank, also some three or four French 
Traders, (Mountatneers), with a bkldzsmtlb 
sbop. They baw.fresb beef borses and 
cottle for sale or to trade if they ca n get 
boot enougb. These men are from Ft. Hall. 
They cbarge $5 for sboeing a borse, and 
recommend very strorlgly the Ft. Hall road; 
say that l-IesdfJelb ~ flIudspeth'sf cutoff ts 
almCll't impassable, that the road ts line 
with dead axen, in sbort said so mucb that 
I susptclon tbeir dtstntrestedness. They call 

.it 25 1n. to sodafountain, 90 to Ft. Hal/, 
Humboldt River 250, First Diggings 450, 
Sacramento 680, across CUI off 120. ~ 
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Aside from exploration, fur trade operations provided several elements 
necessary for developing successful emigrant roads to Oregon and 
California. Trapping expeditions normally consisted of pack trains that 
followed Indian trails. Wagon trains commenced to haul supplies to 
maintain fur hunting operations after a subst.ant.ial number of mountain 
men came west to trap beaver, opening a road v:,est through South Pass 

prior to development of any serious interest in emigrant traffic. Trappers also provided 
a pra<1ical basis for Paciftc Northwest misSionary settlements. These in tum stimulated 
interest in farming possibilities and overland migration to new lands a long way west of 
Missouri and Iowa frontier outposts. When farmers and other settlers commenced to 
bring their emigrant wagons overland, retired trappers were available to escort their 
wagon trains. Fur trade foltS provided supplies essential for emigrant traffic headed 
across vast stretches in which service communities were lacking. Retired trappers also 
started important used oxen rehabilitation and reconditioning facilities . Worn out oxen 
could be traded for oxen a, ' 11 lired during a previous season and restored so that they 
could haul wagons on westward. Stockraising graduaUy grew out of fur hunting, in 
p'.ut to support emigrant wagon traffic to California and western Oregon. Ahogether, 
fur trappers contributed information and supplies essential to maintain pra<1ical 
emigrant routes through a dilikult terrain. 

Pur traders reached Rocky Mountain and Srlake Country beaver streams from two 
dire<1ions after failure of John Jacob Astor's Pacific Fur Company delayed serious 
trapping until after 1816. Astoria (Fort George), supplanted by Fort Vancouver after 
1824, provided a lower Columbia-PacifIC Coast base for British trapping expeditions. 
Mountain men, supplied from Saint Louis, began to compete with Hudson's Bay 
Company traders in 1824. ~on.ald Mackenzie returned to develop a North West 
Company Snake Country fur empire in 1816. From a base at Fort Nez Perces (later 
Fort WaUa WaUa), he took his annual Snake brigade of trappers and their families past 
an abandoned posl John Reid had operated briefly dose to later Fort Boise in 1813-
1814. Reid's Pacific Pur Company venture had been intended as temporary, but nOl. 
quite so temporary as h.is occupation there proved to be. An energetjc Bannock band 
wiped out his enterprise in January 1814. Marie Dorion and her two infant children 
escaped only with great difficulty. Mackenzie held an 1819 trappers' rendezvous near 
Reid's location and sought to establish a permanent fort there that summer. He had a 
strategic site centraUy located in an area of an arulUal regional summer assembly for 
trade and salmon fIShing. Native resistance forced him to abandon his fort project , 
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Georgetown was settled in 1872 by 
Mormons expanding north from Salt Lake 
City. An early 2001 century Georgetown 
Canyon phosphate development helped 
diversify a farming and ranching commu­
nity. 

The Oregon Trail paraUels and crosses 
U. S. Highway 30 in a nort11western 
direction. Trail remnants have been 
destroyed by highway construction and 
townsite development. 

_ Rev.Jobn McAUister - 1852. 
Cold Water Creek [GeorgeIOUR/. Creek!. 
JtL5t before reaching this creek, descerzd a 
steep bank or descent. This creekfarks 
near the mountains, farming two 
delightful slreams .:M 

18 

A small segment of remnants are visible 
on the west side of US. Highway 30 as the 
route passes through Georgetown Swnrn1. 
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so he continued his mobile trapping expe- ~ 

ditions past Bear Lake. After he retired to i 
Fort Gany (following a North West Com­
pany-Hudson's Bay Company merger in 
1821), Mackenzie's annual Snake expedi­
tion continued for anoLher decade under 
a series of competent leaders. 

When Jedediah Smith and six ocher 
prominent mountain men brought Saint 
Louis competition to Hudson's Bay 
Company Snake Country beaver reserves 

in 1824, both trapping groups worked hard to dear all marketable fur resources from 
this disputed area. John Mcloughlin, who managed Hudson's Bay Company Columbia 
Basin operations, wanted to protect sti1I more valuable British Columbia trapping 
country by creating a relatively barren zone that Saint Louis mountain men would not 
be tempted to cross. By 1832 his goal was achieved with enthusiastic assistance from 
Jedediah Smith's followers. Some trapping activity continued there for more than two 
decades after that, but by 1838 Brilish interests had gained a1most complete control 
west of Green River. 

Saint Louis companies supplying Rocky Mountain trappers faced a severe competi­
tive disadvantage west of Green River. Yet they had developed a superior system of 
gathering their trappers in an annual sununer rendezvous and trade fair that reduced 

expenses and gave them flexibility essential for effective operations. 
In an effort to provide more supplies at reduced cost, William Sublette brought 

~ ,. 
'. 1 

out a train of ten freight carts to a Wind River rendezvous site northeast of South Pass in 1830. If he had any need to, he could just 
as well have Cf05Sed to Green River (scene of six of these later summer trade fairs), where a two-wheel cannon had preceded him 
across South Pass in 1827. An 1834 Ham's Fork rendezvous site brought several sets of trappers and suppliers to an area through 
which later emigrant wagons rolled westward toward Oregon and California. Nathaniel Wyeth, who had an 1834 rendezvous supply 
contract dishonored by Rocky Mountain Company fur trappers, continued westward to Snake River and built Fort Hall. Thomas 
McKay, a Hudson's Bay Company associate, built Fort Boise to compete with Wyeth's post later in 1834. 

This transition to fIXed bases did not cut off annual rendezvous activities until 1840. But new trends were apparent. Jason Lee, a 
Methodist missionary, accompanied Wyeth and McKay to Oregon in 1834 , and others followed. Depressed beaver prices, associated 
in part with changes in fashion by which silk hats replaced beaver hats, began to make Rocky Mountain fur hunting uneconomic. 

Al a competitive disadvantage, mountain men had to retire and hire out as guides for wagon trains after 1840, if they did not 
leave to go into some other business elsewhere. Jim Bridger started a supply post to service emigrant traffic, and Ridurd Grant 
(who managed Fort Hall after Wyeth sold out to Brilish interests, transfonning his post into a Hudson 's Bay Company establishment) 
eventually retired into an emigrant supply business of his own. Thomas L. Smith, known by then as "Peg Leg" Smith, likewise 
shifted into an emigrant post and Bear River horsestealing enterprise. By 1840, surviving fur trade operations west of Fort Laramie 
were limited to Hudson's Bay Company forts thaI serviced emigrdnt parties as well as shipping furs . 
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The Oregon Trail continues to parallel 
U.S. Highway 30 in a northwest direction 
through a ranching and farming area that 
gained rail service in 1882. 

_ Rev.John McAllister· 1852. 
The road now nms owr sewral ravines, 
holl0U6, etc., but is not a wy bad road; 
you wtJl crillS a branch or two in the next 
15 miles but probably you will find but 
little water in them ... Bear Riwr 1/2 to 3 
miles from the road. as 
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\I:\P 7 Largilliere, Sr. houses are listed in the Soda Springs was a major attraction 
, r ~ National Register of Historic Places. At for fur trappers and emigr,lnts, and 
,( ,: Camp Connor and Soda Springs were the Hooper Springs City Park, located just most spent time exploring the various 

/1' ,J founded as Oregon Trail outposts on May north of the town, one can still sample the local features and sampling the water. 
• ' . ' .. .!-' ,.".;,. . . ': 20, 1863. A new Mormon community of sparkling waters mentioned by emigrants. Trade stations soon developed to take 
, • •• r ._. II Soda Springs began in 1870 when Brigham Rail service reached the area in 1882. advantage of emigrant needs, and the 

\. ,I ' .... f.' - ' 1re . . of th CD ' •••• ' f I \ . 'I Young established a townsite settled a year ~on e Oregon Trail and traveler could expect to find Indians in 
g , ~' _ :,;/" ~'ll' ! '. I I later. A resort area soon developed to Hudspeth's ClJoff is located just wes of the area willing to trade. TI1e most 
~ . .. ' .. . .. \ ' ~: '~~: ,~ .... 1. , ' .! take advantage of the sparkling waters Alexander. The ~ tl.J/"red north and the famous curiosity encountered by the 
~ and scenic attractions. Farmmg, ranching, Ianer continued on west (see also Map 74). emigrant was Steamboat Spring. II was 
~ and phosphate nuning conUOue to support An Oregon Trail swale is visible on the situated along the north bank of Bear 

the economy of the area. Soda Springs golf course , but all other River, but is now submerged under the 

~ 
TI1e William Hopkins house, Caribou traces have been obliterated by various waters of Alexander Reservoir. 

~ ~ County Courthouse and Edgar Walter developments. Emigrant diaries are glowing with their 
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_ John Klr" Townsend -July ~ 
1834_ Our encampment on the 8th, was 
near what are rolled the 'Wbtte-clay pits, ' 
sttll on Bear River. The soil is soft chalk, 
ui.Jite and tenacioUS; and in the vicinity 
are sewral springs of strong super-carbon­
ated water, which bubble up wtJb all the 
activtly if artiftc1a1 fountains . The taste 
tOO5 wry agreeable and refreshing, 
resembling Saratoga water, but not so 
saline. The whole plain to the htJls, is 
covered with liJtle mounds formed of 
rolcareous sinter, bavlng depressions on 
their summits, from ui.Jtch once issued 
streams if water. The extent of these 
erujJttons, at some former period, must 
have been wry great. At about balf a mtle 
distant, is an erujJttLf! thermal spring of the 
temperature if IX) {degrees}, and near this 
is an opening tn the earth from whtcb a 
stream of gas issues wtthout water.17 

- Josepb WIllIams -August 11, 
1841_ We next came to soda sprtngs. These 
springs seem to IxJJ ~ a pol if tmIer; buJ 
there is 110 beat in them. exce[X one, that is 
jusI on the bank if the rlwr, ui.Jtcb is but/J in 
the fam if a a-aufisb bole. abouJ three feet 
hflJ,hJormed a sediment thrown up by the 
taller, uiJtcb spouts about three feet bflJ,b ewy 
quarter if a minUJe. 1bere is an air hole nror 
tJ that ~ a noise ~ a SlmmbooJ, buJ not 
so /oud.:J8 

- Byron N. McKinstry -July 24, 
1850. In 4 mtles.from the springs the river 

turns directly round the end of the bigb 
mountain that bas ever bordered the S. 
and W. side of Bear River. The mountain 

bere rises most of the way perpendtcular 
.from the waters edge to a great beigbt, say 
a thousand f eet. {Fremont calls this tbe 
Sheep Rock} The river now cbanges its 
course to the south for the great Salt Lake. 
It seems as if II bad been runntngfirst N. , 
then W. from its source to tbis point to get 
round tbis bigb mountain. Good bye to 
Bear River. In one farther we reached the 
funclton if the R. Hall and Headspeth :s 
{Hudspeth :s} cut off roads, a nd after some 
debate and a vote tt tlkl5 decided to go by 
R. Hall, the minority grumbling greatly. 
The Mountatneers bad invaribly advised us 
to take this ·rout. We now tum to the rigbt, 
the cut qff keeping due West.:!9 

_ P. V.o-awjord-Julyl3, 1851. 
This morning, seven mtles over tolerably 
btJly roads brougbt us to the farfamed 
Lodge Springs {Soda Springs} on Bear River. 
Here nature seems to baLf! put forth ber 
best efforts. The bigb surrounding 
mountains, the summits of wbtcb are 
studded wtth snow; the beauttjulgroves of 
ttmber that stud the slopes, the ricb swards 
if grass that carpet the valley, the beautiful 
streams that course the valley, wtJb the 
novel looking soda mounds wtJb the 
bubbling springs, all combined to make 
this one if the most 10Lf!1y spots on the 
earth. It enltn!ly bajJ1es descriplton. Here 
tw lay the balance of this dtJy, contemplat­
ing the grandeur. P 

21 

Soda POint, formerly Sbeep Rock. (Dermis Hill, Bureau of Land Management, 1989) 

Steamboat Springs. (USG!J~ 11.1: Steams, /923. Nu. 156) 



_ RJcbard Augustus Keen ·June 
1l\ 1852. fTJbere are aboUJ 50 .frencbmen 
bere they haw Indian Wfte5 and ClJPa1r 
contented there is a large vtiJage if Snake 
Indians bere they are Ixxse racing I haw 
wiJnessed sewral races 8 ~ 10 nm at a 
lime they have !plendid horses and hundreds 
some if the .firu:5t horses I haw ewr seen. 
Some if the &1ys an? buyt118 buckskin suits 
(t e) Coat & panJS 14 dollars the pr the 
jrr!ndJmen awear wy An.xtous to buy aD the 
Pouder they Can get One of the &¥ Doc 
HumJy traded horses wfJh an Indian and 
gave htm an Acconiean to boot the Indian 
uns well pleased wfJh the Acanhm.31 

Volcante fissun? ttl Gentile Valley. (Dennis 
fltl/, Bureau of Land Management, 1989) 

Adjoins Map 9 R. 39 E. R. 40 E. 

\I:\P X 

'The Oregon Trail continues in a 
northwesterly direction along the base of 
the Soda Springs Hills before entering the 
Gem Valley. In the vicinity of Ten Mile 
Qeek the route is still being used as an 
unimproved road. Three smaU segments 
are also visible north of Ten Mile Creek 
as the route crosses Gem VaUey. 

_ Enocb W. Conyers . July 22, 
1852. We found in this victnUy sewral 
crevtces the earth fanned by volcante 
eruptions. They were.from tux) to thme feet 
wide and no Imowtng how deep. A rock 
the stze of one'sftst dropped into one of 
these crevtces could be heard for hundreds 
of feet as it struck the walls of the crelltee on 
either side. These crevices were nearly 
covered by the growing grass, arui it is a 
gn?at wonder that our cattle escaped falling 
into one of them'.J2 
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Traversing agricultural cropland, the 
Oregon Trail passes along the east side of 
the Portneuf Valley past the community of 
Olesterfield. Olesterfield Historic District 
is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places. In 1879, Chester Call and tus 
nephew Olfistian Nelson established a 
ranch here for the grazing of horses. 
Olester persuaded some of his relatives to 
relocate from Bountiful, Utah, to the area, 
and by 1882 a number of families were 
living in the vicinity. An informal 
rongregation of the Monnon Olurch was 
established in 1883 and was formalized as 
a Ward in 1884. Desiring a more orga­
nized settlement, church leaders from 
llih designated a townsite, and directed 

the laying out of a town grid on high 
ground. The town was called Olesterfield 
after an English location and in honor of 
Olester Call. 

The Olesterfield Foundation, formed in 
1979 to acquire and preserve the townsite. 
is actively working to conserve and restore 
the more than 40 buildings in this National 
Register Historic District . Good examples 
of early log, frame, and brick structures 
remain, induding perhaps the best pre­
served Mormon tithing yard, plus an early 
school, meetinghouse and general store. 
The church is open by appointment and 
contains a collection of artifacts and photo­
graphs of early pioneers and activities. 
Contact Jean Treasurer at 2888 Olesterfteld 
Road, telephone (208) 648-7897. 

Remnants of the trail have been 
destroyed by agricultural development. 

Olesterfteld Meetinghouse, butlll887-1892. (Craig Call, Chesterfield foundation) 
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_ James A. Pritchard -June 
30, 1849. The road has been heavy 
today. We passed through a number of 
sloughs & branches (Etghteenmtie and 
twmtyfourmtie CreeksJ, the waters of 
whtch were sltghtiy impregnated wtlh 
sulphur, wtth marshy beds.33 
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TIle Oregon Trail continues in a 
northwesterly direction along the eastern 
!:rank of and through Chesterfield Reser­
voir to the Portneuf River Crossing and 
then enters the Fort Hall Indian Reserva­
tion. Access to the Fort Hall Indian 
Reservation is conlroUed by the Shoshone­
Bannock Tribes of Fort Hall. Inquiries 
ronceming the Emigrant Trails should be 
addressed to the Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes, P.O. Box 306, Fort Hall, Idaho 
83203. Please respect tribal property rights. 
A small segment is visible along the east 
bank of the reservoir. Continuous 
remnants begin when the trail reaches Jeff 
Cabin Creek 

_ Absolom B. Harden -July 24, 
1847. [WJe came 6 mills and came 10 

portnaff CTf!ek fPortneujJ here wru a gT[!at 
many traders and indians campi to trade 
with the Emegranls this tributary runs into 
the Snake rirer and snake in to the 
Colloumbta river then we came on 4 mills 
and came to the mountains where we leave 
this CTf!ek .... J4 

- Susan Amelia Cranston -July 
11, 1851. Drove 7 miles crossed 2 small 
stTr!ams came to Port Neuf there.wru a tole 
bridge across it but we forded it and had 
the luck to upset a tmgon although is was 
no worse place than we have crossed many 
times the wagon and loading UJeTr! so wet 
and muddy that we had to lay by the rest 

or 10 miles orer the m05t crooked and 
dtjficult road that we had seen .. .. 35 

_ James ~Id -July 29, 1845. 
We travelled about 14 miles today camp­
ing on a small C1'f!ek which is probably the 
branch of Bear /?Iver {Portneuf /?IverJ. I 
omtlted menttoning yesterday Uuly 28J that 
we had left the 1l!gular road agatn not far 
from the Soda Springs to take a neaTr!r cut 
under the pilotage of a Frenchman. Our 
company found and employed him at the 
{sodaJ springs but we had not proceeded 
far before we found the Greenwoods UJeTr! 

conducting Teatherows company by the 
same route and as they made a platn 
road fO! us to follow, our pilot T[!tumed. 

')6 

We have not yet got in to the old road, 
but we have thus far had an easy level 
tmy and from the T[!lative bearings of the 
tuxJ roads, we must cut off at least nine or 
ten miles. We had an excellent camp With 
plenty of grass and water. These Green­
woods aT[! an old man and three sons 
whom he has raised in the Indian country. 
They aT[! well posted on the route ... . )6 
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The Oregon Trail heads northwest 
across the Portneuf Range to Ross Fork 
and a junction with the later Lander Road 
through the Fort HaU Indian Reservation. 
The route diverges in Section 29, T5S, 
R38E . The alternates cross paths in 
Section 16. Here one variant turns nonh 
to Ross Fork, while another variant 
continues in a northwesterly direction. 
They unite as one route on Ross Fork at 
the Narrows. Continuous remnants of 
both variants are visible as they cross the 
Portneuf Range. 

Phosphate mining brought a Union 
Pacific spur line to the area . 
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- James Field -July 30, 1845. 
Went about 16 miles today Crossing the 
dividing mountain between Bear and 
Snake rivers and camping upon a small 
creek which runs into the latter stream so 
that we an! now upon the waters of On!. 
gon . About four miles from our camp, we 
struck and crossed the old road crossing the 
11Wuntains by a route that l1XlgOns had 
never taken befOn!. Teatherow passed over, 
Although it was the n!gular pack trail. we 
struck the old road again about 2 miles 
from our present camp. An er:cellent road 
could be made across hen? with but little 
labor and in its preserlt condition, it is not 
a hard road and saves 8 miles trawf.37 
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Ross Fork. (USCS, C.R. Mansfield, 1913. No. 138) 
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- llenryAllyn -July 15,1853. 
... we commence again to climb the 
everlasttng hills, as the valley UXlS too 
crooked. We /raveled upwards al:Jout 3 112 
miles, part of the llXly wry steep and then 
were but balf llXly to the summit, but tbe 
road took down a ravine toward the valley 
and'UXJS wry rocky, sideltng and many 
short pitches. While going down this defile 
we pass some of tbe most splendid springs I 
ever saw. The ravine that we started down 
soon became a large creek, being aug­
mented by many springs. We conttnued 
down tbis creek ttli the valley of Portesnith 
(Port Neuj) opened before us .. .. 38 
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The Oregon Trail continues in a 
westerly direction down Ross Fork 
through the Fon HaU Indian Reservation. 
Scattered segments are visible until the 
trail enters irrigated cropland 

- Peter Decker -Ju~ 28, 1849. 
Near camp passed tbrougb a very romantic 
gorge between higb nlgged ridges snow 80 
ft high & finn near road, can look down 
100 to 150ft perpendicular & see tbe 
stream of a spring above nlsb tbrougb a 
narrow gorge of wildest cbaracter.J9 
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As the Oregon Trail nears the Fort Hall 
Reserv.ltbn OOidquarters i I:>r:locres into 
three variar1s. lbe main trai1 C<rtinues on 
west; the Larxier Road follows southwesterly 
00wn Ibis Fcxk; and Goodale's Cl10ff heads 
rxxth toward Feny Bune (see also Map 93) 

Trail remnanI5 have been destroyed by 
agri:ultural developrren1S. TIle Ra;s Fori< 
Oregoo Short Line Railrood Depct and R(~s 
Forl< Ep~ ChUILh are induded in the 
Natbnal Register of Historic Places. 
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Litbograpb 0/ Fort Iiall, October 1849, from the report 0/ Major Osborne Cross . (ldabo 
State Historical Society) 

_ Wakeman Bryarly . July 13, 1849. This is decidedly tbe beaviest piece 0/ rood 
tbat UX! baw yet bad. '/be dry, black, beal!)l salld was up to tbe a.'des tbe wbole way, 
making olle continuous drag .40 
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TIle Oregon Trail continues across the 
FOIt Hall Indian Reservation in a south­
westerly direction. The Lander Road 
continues to foUow down Ross Fork to a 
crossing of the Port.neuf River. Rec1a.ma­
tion and agricultural developments have 
eradicated portions of the trail and the 
Lander Road. A Goodale's Cutoff variant 
crossed the Snake River north of FOIt Hall 
but no trace of the route remains (see ~ 
Map 96) The site of FOIt Hall was 
declared a National Historic Landmark on 
October 15. 1966. For over two decades 
(1834-1856) fur trappers and Oregon Trail 
wagon trains came by the doors of lhis 
adobe fort. Nathaniel Wyeth, an ambi­
tious Bostonian, built the post in 1834 but 
sold his holdings to the Hudson's Bay 
Company. whose staff took over in 1838. 
British FOIt Hall continued to welcome 
travelers even though it became United 
States Territory in 1846. 

- Osborne RusseU -July 18, 
1834. UK! commenced the Fort which was 
a stockade 80ft square but/t of Cotton 
wood trees set on end sunk 2 V2 feet in the 
ground and standtng aboal 15 feet above 
wtth two bastions 8ft square at the owastte 
angles. On the 4th of August the Fort was 
completed. And on the 5th the 'Stars and 
Stripes · UK!re unfurled to the breeze at 
Sunrise in the center of a savage aruJ 
unctvi/ized country over an American 
Trading Post. 41 

_ Tbeodore Talbot - September 
13, 1843. We reached the Fort early in the 
afternoon, camping at a conlX!1'lierU place 
for grass and wood, a mile beyoruJ. Much 
of the plain is oveiflown by recent rains. 
Captain R. Grant a partner of the 'Hudson 
Bay Company' and Bourgeois of Fort Hall 
dined wtJh us together wtth joe Walker a 
noted hunter and trapper &C, the same 
who headed Capt. B. E. Bonneville's Cali­
fornia trajping party. Grant is a gooi 
looking gentlemanly man talks of the 
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country a.~ BrlItsh, the Indians In It, as serfs 
of the Hudson Bay Compy, and sofOt1.~, In 
the same strain. Walker ts an agreeable 
compankm and posses much knowledge of 
the country, Indians and also Indomildble 
bmvery. He ts engaged as pt/ot to OJtJds 
party of California Emigrants. Thts party 
conststing of seu!1al far.lilies and you~ 
men are all camped ben!. 1bey are 
sufferingfor want ofprovtsfon uiJ . Grant 
bas refused to sell, ewn at the mat 
~orbiIant prices. September 14. Paid 
a vtstt to Capt. GranJ. Fort Hall ts a small 
and rather tJJ constructed Fort, buill of 
'DobIes.' n utlS establtsbed In the summer 
of 1834 by Nathaniel lfyeth, a yanka!. 
lie could not compete with the H.B. Compy 
and finally sold out to them. The Fort ts 
near the lmtrance of Portneuf Into Snake 
RIver. 71:J1! river bottoms are wide and have 
some ferttJe lands, but much ts InjumJ by 
the sail depostIs of the UKJters.from the 
neighboring btJls. Wheat, turnips bave 
bw1groum here with success. Cattle thrive 
UX!/1. ... There are several lodges of French 
free trajp!rS under one 'Bonaparte' 
camped at the gate of the fort. They are 
here to caraUX! the emigrants, and 
protect Capt. Grant, at wbcu expense 
they are Itvtng.42 
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" 

'n Ie ~n Trail and the ~dcr Rrud 
cootinue in a southweserly dircctioo. 'iliey 
join together in S(.'dion 31 an:.! toward Arrer1-
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_ 101m S. Zieber -August 14, 
] 851. The Snake River bottom ts sltll wtde, 
but has many sloughs and the rlt~ winds 
alJuUt U wonderfully. 44 



In 1881, T .T Danilson ran a feny and 
a small store fo .. travelers. The next year, 
American Falls became an Oregon Short 
Line Railroad community. Construction of 
the American Falls dam in 1917 necessi­
tated the moving of the town to the 
current site. In low water, the streets and 
foundations of the original townsite can 
still be seen. The American Falls 
Eastshore Power Plants and Power County 
Courthouse are Listed in the National 
Register of Historic PL1ces. 

The Oregon Trail runs in a southwest 
direction along the S0Uth bank of the 
reservoir to Seagull Bay. At !hie; point, the 
trail enters the reservoir. It then runs 
south through the town of American Falls. 
All physical evidence of the route has 
been destroyed. The American Falls were 
a noted 1andmark for emigrants. 

- Theodore Talbot· September 
24, 1843. .. . camplng al the 'American 

Falls ' so called from the melancholy fate 
of some stx or eighl A merlcans uiJo W?rl? 

drowned here some years stnce. There 
are several rapids, the greatesl fall is aboul 
15 feel . The /wole dtfferenr;e of level 
between the UfrJer and lowr reaches 
of the rll~ I should estimate al forty/tat 
feel . Then! are many large rocks among 
the rapids, and a lofty UXJII of rock on the 
same side of the river as the prtnctpal fall 
of water. As seen from below tI presents 
a very romantU af1>carance. t5 

_ William II. Fru..~b -July 28, 

1850. Vi.\tted the American Falls of Lewis 
River. They have a perpendtcular fall In 
]00 yrds of aboul 60ft, and are about 250 
yards wide. Cl1uscd by a heavy chain of 
Volamic Rock extending across. There is 
every appearance of fire betng one time 
here,from dnders and g lass formed by 
melting of sand and Fltnl. Thts is a rury 
romantU place; thl! falls are a connected 
sheel of water acr05S the river.... The 
perpendicular at fOOl is about 20ft; the 
rest above, an tnc/tned plane. The river 
is rury slow current above and Immedi­
ately below. 46 
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_ Henry M.JudsOll • Aug-WI 9, 
1862 ... .so dusty at a distance we come 
unexpectedly :l[Xm the Falls which 
deserve more than a passtng nottce -
Above the fall the river ts about a half 
mJle wtde & narrows through huge pties 
of volcanic rocks to a quarter of a mile -
The uiJoie fall is probably 30ft I)t;/ no 

T. 6 S. 

T. 7 S. 

one place exceeds 10 feet desceni . 17)(! 
water tumbles promiscuously ooer rocks a 
peifect foam for an etghth of a mil!; (, 
g/tdes smoothly away - A hugh rock II/?(lr 
the middle dtvtdes the stream /tk!? NifI.i5ara 
& tiJken t08ether the fall bouli In the same 
way Sheward who has seen both says thts 
Is equal In beauty & grandeur It) th& }1411s 

ta 47 of SI. Anthony in Mtnneso . 
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A widely reported Indian attack 
occurred in the Massacre Rocks area on 
August 9, 1862. Two smaU wagon trains 
were attacked, and eight men and one 
woman were killed, while others were 
wounded. During an attempt to recover 
the stolen goods and animals, a few men 
were wounded and one killed. Some of 
the participants believed that white men 
were involved in the skirmishes The 
Museum at Massacre Rocks State park 
maintains displays that interpret the area's 
history Signs direct individuals to the 
exceUent ruts located within the Park. 

TraiJ remnants between Massacre 
Rocks and Coldwater Hill were placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places on 
July 24, 1978 

lJ'rUS C Loveland, August 2, 
1850, "Volcano Gap.- This is a passage 
between hVO monstrous ptles of rocks thirty 
or forty feet bigb, just wtde enougb for a 
good tmgon road between. As I passed 
between these monuments of nature, I 
beheld on either side the names of many 
uiJo bad gone before us. Made sixteen or 
eighteen miles and Ulmped on the bluff 
close the river's bottom .~ 

TIle Massacre Rocks State Park includes 
566 acres with 52 camping units (a nom­
inal fee is charged). The Park contains 
modem rest rooms and visitor center. In 
addition to viewing the trail routes and 
landmarks in the pa rk , hiking trails, a boat 
launching area, ski clocks, and fishing 

access provide outdoor recreational 
opportunities. For infoml3tion, contact 
the Massacre Rock State Parks, HC 76. 
Box 1000, American Falls, Idaho 83211 

The BLM's Pipeline Recreation site 
provides access to the Snake River. 
Minimal developments do not provide 
potable water on the site , and trash 
should be carried out by the user. 
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Intact remnants are visible as the trail ascends Coldwater Hill. They are 
readily accessible from an eastbound rest stop. Register Rock , an emigrant 
names rock, is currently part of a State Park picnic ground. The area was 
utilized as a campground by emigrants. Bonanza Bar was a Snake River fine 
gold camp that started development in 1878. The site was located on the 
north bank of the river and enjoyed three good years of production. 

Register Rock was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places on July 24 , 1978 

R. 28 E. R. 29 E. 

_ ]olmS. ZIeber·August 15, 1851. 
Ulben ta! came near Rocky O'f!ek we saw a 
wy large new graw ... tnfcnntng us thal Eliz· 
abeth & Hodgson Clark, mother and son, 
aged 67 and 23 ~ars, lay burled there, aruJ 
thal they had been kiJJed by Indians on 
August 8, 1851.... In the coutS(! of the 
foret-loon, ta! passed the lxxty if a ubiJe 
man, who was pmbabO' brought to his erzd a 
)ellr ago, and had been buried. ... 49 

32 

Adjoins Map 17 

MAP 18 

A protective pamlion cotxm Register Rock, and a developed picrzic area 
surrounds the site. (Peter M. l£lttdenum, Bureau of LaruJ Management, 
1989) 



\IWll) 

In Sec 12, nos, R27E, the Oregon and 
California lrails diverge after the Raft River 
Oossing. TIle fonner continues on 
westward and the laller turns southwest 
up Raft River. Traffic on the California 
Trail from this point began in 1843. The 
Raft River Crossing is one of the compo­
nent sites of the Oregon National Historic 
Trail . Remnants of both lrails are still 
visible west of Raft River. Visitors are 
requested not 10 use vehicles along the 
trail roule because il is rough and contains 
several fences withoul gales The Burley 
District of the Bureau of ~nd Manage­
ment has established an Area of Critical 

MAP 19 

Adjoins Map 63 

Environmental Concern (ACEC) along this 
segment of the emigrant lrail . 

Elizabeth Adams, who was wounded 
during an Indian attack near Massacre 
Rocks on August 9, 1862, succumbed to 
her wounds near the junction and was 
buried nearby. 

_ Robert C SeO" -August 12, 
1862. Mrs . Adams, who was uXlUntied in 
the fight of the other train, died last ntght. 
We buried her this morning. Here some 
of our train Will kave tL~ and take the 
road to California.5£) 

Looking UX!Stfrom Raft River. (Peter M Lautieman, Bureau of Land Management, 1989) 
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Discontinuous trail remnants are visible 
as the route heads in a westerly direction 
across Sage Plain and recent agricultural 
developments. 

Seven miles of the trail directly w~ of 
the Raft River are public land managed by 
the OLM, and one mile is on Idaho State 
land. Along this stretch, the unspoiled 

N .t /1 / u" JI(,:vv 
a. 

~ ~~t"'~~(lj.~ 
'" c 
o 
u 
« 

trail routes must appear much as they did 
when the last wagons rolled across the 
area . 1bese are some of the best ruts in 
tllis part of Idaho. 

The emigrants that crossed this 
gently rolling plain noted great difficulty 
because of the rocks and rough road. The 
evidence of past volcanic activity which 
formed Lhe Snake River Plain was also 
noted by many of Lhe emigrants. 

l ·.' 
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Today the segment remains very 
rough, and vehicles should not be used. 
The modem highway system closely par­
allels the historic route. Hiker and horse­
back use is somewhat limited because 
Lhere are no fence gates along Lhe trail. 
Existing fence gates off the trail should be 
used to prevent damage to fences. 

Approximately 7 1/2 miles of slightly­
disturbed emigrant trail between Raft River 

and Cotterel Mountains constitute the best 
remaining segment of the Oregon Trail on 
public land in the Burley District of the 
Bureau of Land Management. This 
segment has been designated as an Area 
of Critical Environmental Concern by the 
Burley District manager under the Cassia 
Resource Management Plan. The ACEC 
includes approximately 600 acres. The 
ACEC 0-25596 1/21/88) is also posted 
on the master title plats. 

R. 26 E. R. 27 E. 

MAP 20 

-----------------~--------



('oj 
('oj 

Cl 

'" ~ 
'" c 
a 
D 
<t: 

\lAP II 

The route parallels Highway 81 on 
the retum to the south bank of the Snake 
River. The crossing of Marsh Creek was a 

welcomed campground for the emjgrants. 
Marsh Creek was the first water the emi­
grants encountered after crossing the 
Raft River eighteen miles to the east. 

This creek flows north and northwest 
from the mountains into a low basin in 
the lava fJeld. The basin fonns a shallow 
marsh where the emigrants noted a 
"swampy place." 
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A small segmert is discernible oouth 
of Highway 81, 1M further evrlerx:e has 
been destroyed by agOCulturaI development 
arxI railway and highway constructioo. 
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Minidoka Tract development led to a 
sudden growth of Burley when water 
became available in 1906 Physical 
evidence of the trail was destroyed by 
the resulting developments, The Cassia 
County Courthouse is listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places, 

R. 22 E. R. 23 E. 

Historical marker east of Burley. (Peter M. 
laudeman, Bureau of land Management, 
1989) 

_ Joel Palmer - August 16, 1845. 
We traveled about twenty-three mtJes. Four 
miles brought us to Goose Creek. We found 
dtfftculty in crossing, and no good loca­
tion for a camp. After seven mtJes travel we 
reached the river; but /title grass. TUK!lve 
miles brought us to Dry Branch; here also 
t1XJS unsuitable ground for encamping, as 
the water was standtng in pools. The road 
UK! traveled t1XJS very dusty, and portions of 
it qutte stony; here the river runs through a 
rocky kanyon . The c/tjJs are somettmes of 

R. 23 E. R . 24 E. 

the height of one thousand feet, and nearly 
perpendtcular. Above the kanyon, the river 
is two or three hundred yards wide; but at 
this place it not more than one hundred 
and fifty feet; and at one place, and where 
there is a fall of some ttWnty feet, tis width 
does not exceed seventy five feet . In our 
march this day I attempted to get down to 
the river to procure a drink of flXIter, but 
for six mtJes t1XJS unable to do so, owtng to 
the steep precipitous banki.51 
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Visible remnants are extant as the 
trail passes through the Bureau of Land 
Management's Milner Inlerpretive Area. 
The area, developed by BlM as a Bicen­
tennial project, indudes an interpretive 
sign, marked trail routes, picnic tables, rest 
rooms, parking area, and boat launch to 
the Snake River and Milner Lake. The 
Milner ruts are one of the component sites 
of the Oregon National Historic Trail . No 
water is available at this sile. For infoona­
lion, contad the BlM Burley Distrid, Route 
3, Box 1, Burley, Idaho 83315 
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Bureau of Land Management's Milner tntetprettve stte. (Peter M. latuieman, Bureau of 
land Management, 1989) 
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The Milner Dam was construded in 
1904 and provides water for redamahon of 
lands on both sides of the river. On Octo­
ber 28, 1811, one of Wilson Price Hunt's 
canoes struck an almost submerged rock 
just below the present dam, and navigation 
of Snake River ended at Caldron Linn some 
eight miles farther down the river. The loss 
of a canoe and one of the voyagers forced 
Donald Mackenzie and Hunt to explore a 
future long Oregon Trail stretch farther 
west. Ramsey CIooks separated from the 
expedition near Glenns Ferry and explored 
the future South Alternate Oregon Trail to 
the mouth of the Boise River. 
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Caldron Linn is a narrow rock-waUed 
chute along the Snake River, terminated 
by a sharp drop of 40 feet The boiling 
violence of the waters along this stretch 
leads to the name of Caldron Linn (Linn 
is a GaeJjc word for waterfall) being ap­
plied by early 19th century fur traders. 
To the traders, Caldron Linn was a major 
disappointment in their explorations of 
the Snake River, for it effectively pre­
vented water transportation through this 
part of Idaho Caldron linn was less of 
an attraction for the emigranL~ , although 
some of them took the time to visit and 
romment upon the site. TIle roar of the 
water was audible miles away. 
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_ Robert Stuar1 -September 29, 

1812 ... UX! agatn stru£k the main Rtw; at 
the CAldron linn, where one if the unfortu­
naJe CAna'S UX!7t? lalged amon.g the Rocks, 
but although UX! Wished on 5e/.em/ accuonJs 

to see wat state she tlX1S, the 8hIjJs tnttmataJ 
thal to gratf/y our Wish UX! must risk our 
necks, so UX! if course declinm it .. .. at the 
CAldron linn ·the whole txxJy if the Riter is 
confined l:Jetux!en 2 kdges of Rock someuiJat 
less than 40 fret apart, and here t11lie«J iJs 
t!rriftc afPearance lx!ggars all descriptfon ... 52 
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Most surface evidence of the trail has 
been destroyed by agricultural develop­
ment, reclamation, and railway and road 
ronstruction. A short segment of parallel 
ruts are visible as the trail crosses Dry 
Creek. 

Murtaugh was founded as an early 20th 
century irrigation center only a mile from 

I ' 
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a grade that gives access to Snake River 
just below Caldron Linn. No other such 
canyon crossing can be found below 
Murtaugh for many miles. 

The Milner Darn and Twin Falls main 
canal and Caldron Linn site are listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Most trail remnants have been 
obliterated by agricultural and road 
development. A small trail segment is 
visible near Stricker Butte. The Kelton 
stage and freight road, an 1869 develop­
ment , joins the Oregon Trail in Section 24 . 

lOe Stricker Store and Homesite, also 
known as Rock Creek Store and Stage 
Station, consists of an 1865 log store and 
an early 2W1 century two-story frame 
house. A smaU cemetery is located just 
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west of the store. TIle area was a popular 
campground for emigrants, and in 1865, 
the military maintained a temporary camp 
nearby. The site is currently owned by 
tlle Idaho State Historical Society and is 
managed by tlle Friends of Stricker 
Randl, Inc. 

TIle Stricker Store and HOI11CSile are ~ed 
in the Nat.iooal Regi'lter of H~aic Places. 

Stricker Cabin. (Idaho State Historical Society, No. SG 108144) 
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A smaU trail segmenl is visible al the crossing of Rock Creek Other 
trail remnants have been dC5tIoyed by agriculluraJ and road develop­
ments. The area developed as part of a large Carey Ad project 

The James Alvis I louse, Idaho Power Substation, Robert McwUum 
House, C Harris Smith Residence, Twin FaUs Bank and Trust Company 
building, and Twin Falls Cily Park H~oric D~ict are lisled in the 
National Regisler of Hi<;toric Places. 

1Wtn Fa/Is. (C.R. Mansfield, 1925, uses No. 772) 
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Twin Falls was founded in 
1904 in conjunction with the 
agricultural development of a 
large Carey Act project. Within 
two years, the town became a 
regional trade center. The ad­
joining town of Filer was settled 
in 1906. An Oregon Trail rem­
nant is visible where the trail 
passes through the Twin Falls 
Municipal Golf Course. All other 
traces have been obliterated by 
various commercial and agri­
culrural developments. 
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The trail branches west of 
Filer. The southern branch was 
traveled heavily by Kelton Road 
freight -wagon traffic. 

Photo too large to scan. 

Shoshone Falls. (Bureau of Land Management) 
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_ Medorem OYIwjOrd - Septem­
ber 4 1862. Rock Crrek- Started aJ 6 a.m. 
doom to the stream, 7 mt.1e5 /() the onsstng 
and 3 mt.1e5 doom to the ue5t Ixmk, /() camp at 
12 .... The Great Falls of S~ rtwr are about 
5 miles in a due na1b COUTSe from the CI'OOing 
if Rock creek. 53 
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MISSIONARY TRAVELS 

Early interest in developing the emigrant road grew out of northwest Indian 
missionary activities. Responding to a report that a · ' Perce and flathead 
Indian delegation had come to Saint Louis in seardl vi missionaries, Jason 
Lee came west in 1834, traveling with Nathaniel Wyeth on the latter's way 
to supply that year's trappers' rendezvous on Ham's Fork. Lee went on 
with Wyeth, who paused to establish Fort Hall that swruner. Continuing 

west with Hudson's Bay Company trappers, Lee started a Willamette Valley mission far 
from any Nez Perce or flathead lands. He did nO{ make out too well as all 1I :, iun 
missionary, but before long he began to create interest in Oregon migration. 

In 1835 Samuel Parker came west with Marcus Whitman. Parker went on to 
examine Nez Perce routes to their homelands, while Whitman returned to bring out 
more missionaries in 1836. That summer he came west again with Henry H:lrmon 
Spalding to establish Cayuse and Nez Perce missions. Narcissa Whitman ;1: " , ; : I 'J 
Spalding came along, demonstrating that families could travel by wagon ~ hH a:, Fort 
Boise (where their wagon arrived as a cart). West of Fort BoL'" 'lion traffic could 
nO{ negO{iate some strelches regularly used by trappers' expeditions. Spalding's wagon 
consequently remained at Fort Boise. The Whitmans' mission, near later Walla Walla, 
became an l)' IAJllant early Oregon Trail base, and Whitman eVl:lltually induced a major 
wagon train to open a practical route from Fort Boise past his station in 1843 

BOlh Jan1 Lee's aOO the Whimans' missrilary efforts got off to a slow start, a1tlx>ugh two 
addJimal missiooary families came ott to expmd Whimans' enteq:xise in 1838 Lee coo­
duded that a sub6tantiaI whie Wd1amene Valley funning canmuniy was reeded to make his 
~ effective So in 1838 he retum:rl to the Unfed States in ceder to reauit suwcners. 
As a result ci &l r:resentatims, he managed to get Oregoo emigratioo socdies 100med in 
Michigan Cty, Ir¥:liana; Saint ClJarles, Mi£c;ouri; Columbus, Ohio; aOO Peoria, Hlinois. In 
PeOIia, Thom , Idfersoo Farnham induced a company ci 15 nonmilitary Oregon Dra~ 
to head west 10 scout ott a suitable rood fOI- migratbn. One delad1lTlel1l ci Oregoo Dra~ 
never got lhrough at all, rut some ci them a~ Robert Newell aOO Joe Meek to FOIl 
Hall in 1839. They did nO{ have too ood a trip by trappers' ~, rut I11aiI farmers 
remained unaCOJSlooro to some kinds ci diffiOJities traditional fOI- mOlmtain men. They rJO 
out of supplies at Soda Spings on August ?9 aOO had ncxhing to eat for two days, until they 
reached Fat Hall There they appreciated finding a supply ~tion that became an impOllan1 
emigrant base. Farther west, at SGlmon Falls, tl~ encountered ~er major source lor 
emigrant {XOvisions. Some Salmon Falls Sha;hone still were camped tllere: 

42 

_ {H}ear we found the first Salmon . ... we obtained them from an Indian Lodge 
that was hear of the tribe of diggers... they ware the most worthless Indians, that is 
poor, that we halX! seen.... we purchased a bale of Dried Salmon fur 3 knives the 
Salmon was IX!ry fine and dried in the finest stile... we made a IX!ry hearty Supper & 
brekfast on the eggs that was in with the fish . 54 

After additional Boise River salmon trading farther west, they continued on toward 
Fort Boise. Somehow they got lost , but they were rescued by a Barmock band camped 
eight miles from their destination. Francois Payette entertained them at the fort on 
September 14, 1839: 

_ {W}e ware {were] received by Mr. Payette in a very polite and genteel manner 
and entertained Sumptuously; by our Host. he had a very fine cook and e!X!rything 
passed pleasantly. .. . our table was furnished with a variety great for the mountains 
consisting of fowls, Ducks, Bacon, Salmon Sturgeon Buffalow & Elk and our vegi­
tables ware Turnips Cabbag & pickled Beets all IX!ry fine table furnished with Butter & 
Cream UJiIh the best of Loaf Sugar, also buiscuit & bread.. .. this was our fare whilst at 
the Fort55 

By this time, Peoria's Oregon Dragoons had leamed to appreciate Hudson's Bay 
Company hospitality at two British posts, as well as some advantages derived from 
Indian services available along their route. They also had become aware of their need 
for competent guides. With information from his Oregon Dragoons, Farnham became 
an effective promoter of Oregon settlement to support Lee's mission. 

A wagon road west from Fort Boise still was lacking in 1840 That year some 
independent missionaries came to the Whitmans' station, bringing wagons JS far as Fort 
Hall . There, Robert Newell, William Craig, and Joe Meek, who saw no more future as 
trappers and decided to settle farther west , acquired a newly arrived wagon witl1 which 
they forced their wa y west from Fort Boise to Whitmans' mission. By the time they 
reached their destination, they wished they had left their wagon at Fort Boise. But 
Whiunan was in1pressed, and when he returned 10 the United States on mission 
business in 1842, he was prepared to encourage development of a Blue Mountain 
wagon road in spite of natural obstacles. Emigrant parties had packed through in both 
1841 and ]842, md a IIkljor migrJtion, inspired partly by misSionary efforts, was about 
to develop a prJctic ll , if difficult , wagon road to western Oregon. 
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After 1 Wi, Carey Act GJnaIs txwgtt 
agricultural develq:xrert to th! area. large 
fish halc:herB ha\e recefily been developed 
at ~ Sping5 and Nia~ Sping';. 1h! 
Cedar Draw Schad is \f;Ied in Ire Nati:>naI 
Regi.<m" ci I-li.'lcri:: Places. 

1h! majcrly ci the Oregoo Trail and 
Keltoo Rood f'elII1'lal15 have been desroyed by 
agricultural develO{Xl1el1S. A small segJrert is 
discernible at the Cedar Creek Guising. 1h! 
descert and asceri ci OaJk's Grade are &ill 
visible. This rcue was begun as put ci th! 
Keltoo Rood in 18(1). KeItoo trafOC gererally VI 

followed Ire nJhem rcue throogtJ. Ire area, C 
.Q. 

while Otq;pn Trail trafOC ktp da;er [0 Ire "0 

SOlthem 00nk ci Ire river. <! 

_ James ReId -August 11, 1845. 

just relow our present encampment on the 
cppa;tIe s1de if the rlw; u.en! a number if as 
ftne s[rilgs as u.en! sren. 7bey're n«Jr the trp 
if the riwr bluff uiJfch ts b!tua?n En and 100 
.fret high and as the tmtJr I:JubIies down the 
rmroy perpendfcuJar1l'Xk, it jonns a line if 
reautfuJ casmdes aIorf8 the tiark tmlls if rock 
uiJfch here line the ~ shm!s if the riter. 
If the btIIs around us u.en! Ctlrpet«l wfJb grass 
tnstead if lx!tn.g CW!red wfJb umnuxxxJ, this 
tmUId re one if the prett/e}t spots on the gkiJe 
lex- the study if a fXJinIer·56 

_ E1izobetb Wood -August 15, 

1851. On the cppa;tIe side if the riter from 
us ts a sprinf,flowtn8 out if the tmIJ if a rocJc; 
large enough to tum a mill, it is a I£ry reautt­
fu.I stream, dear as aystaJ, and nms so mpid-Iy 
that it looks wile as tee as it jl()ll~ Ot£r the rocJc; 
and TOOrs lila? a miU race. We gol some Salmon 
if the huhans bere57 
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~ Kehoo Rood and Oregoo Trail 
rejoin in Sedrn 10. ~ traa diverges 
agun in Sedrn 19. One route clin-bs 
the blu.tf arxI heads rxxthwffi across 
r.mgeIarx:I arxI an agrk:uiural devel~ 
rrent; me rotte cari1Ues to follow the 
river; arxI the Nath Aiemate Oregon 
Trail crosses the Snake River at the site 
of the 1&59 Payne's Feny. In 1852, 
t'llllgI'aI1S cm;sed the river 00 a feny 
nm by sane retired ImlJl1tain men jtN 
up;tream /ian Uwer Sahmn Falls. 
When the Payne Feny was lAllIt in 1&59 
traffIC was diverted to thi5 sfe. ' 

EmigranIs eocoormed IOOians 
at Kanaka RaJ:rl; (cilled Fishing Falls by 
FrernDf1 in 1843). Here they traded with 
tl~ Indians fa- fish. Early tra\elers also 
a:mrnmed 00 the rot water eocoun­
tered near the UJI'l'er1 recreatixlal 
BanOOry ~ canpex arxI the 
lOOusaOO SjYing;. 

Trail rernnaI1S are visible as the 
route asrends the bluff, and small 
segments are discernible we.'i1 of tlle 
highway aJoog the river route. Rood 
and agricultural developments have 
destroyed the remainder of the routes. 

On Augtl5t 28, 1aJ5, 11 J W. Cullen 
ffiablished Camp Reed No. 2 near 
~ Sahmn Falls Qeek enlers the 
Snake to pcted overland travelers. 
~ camp was abanOOned on October 
24, 1865. Numerous a:xnrnen:ia1 
fisrere; are row locatoo 00 the ~ 
srle of the river. 

lOOusaOO SjYing; is a seres of 
~ whrll gush from beneath tI~ 
rin1f(xx 00 the north 00nk of the Snake 
River arxI ClSClde iM> the river. ~ 
were ooce n~us enough to rreri 
the narre '''Jhoosaryj Sjxing;" and 
~ a landmark rUed by the emi­
grarts. T<XIay, nearly 100 SJXing; are 
~ painIy visible. 

Thousand Springs. (USGS, C F. Bowen, 1911, No. 39) 
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Early ;m cemuy ~101 redaimed 
nn>l ri this area, aOO large amn"6Cial fish 
ha~ have been deveiqJed m the east 

sde rithe Snake River sirxe 1928. Rail servi:e 
arrived in the area in lW). F.migraru erxrun­
tered lrrlians at Salmon Falls arxI traded wih 
them fa" fISh, arxI the sit! became a ~ 
campgra.url The Hagennan FaiSd Bros 
becan-e a Nati:roI Mml.lfrel1 m November 

I I, •••• 

) .. I ~ .... I 
, I ; -

18, 1988. A small museum in Hagennan tells 
tre SICfy ri their discovery. 

Trail rernnanIS are visible east ri the high­
way a100g the river route, where the bluff 
route desanIs to Salmon Falls, ~eling the 
rood that ascerx:Is the bluff west from the river. 

_ Robert Stuart -August 25, 
1812. . .. one mile more same course brought 
us to the Salmon Falls, where UX:! found 
aboullOO lodges of Snakes, heavily 
occupied in killing and dryingfish .58 

The Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument is managed by the National Park Seroice 
Department of the Interior, %3 Blue Lakes Bltxi., Twin Falls, Idc/ho 8330 1. ' 

_ Joel Pabner -August 20, 1845. 
We trawled about nine miles, reaching the 
Salmon Falls. Here are eighteen or tUX:!nty 
Indtan huts. Salmon came up to thesefalls: 
the Indtans haw an abundance of them, 
which they wry readily dispose of for hooks, 
powder, balls, clothing, calico and kniws, 
and in fact for almost anything UX:! have at 
our disfJOSal.59 

Remnants of the trail have been 
marked with white posts by the BLM. 
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Oregon Trat! /a?St oj7bousand springs carsontte tmtl marker. (Walter H. Meyer, Jr., 
Bureau oj Land Management) 

\1 \1' ~I 

In 1981, the National Park Service 
identified seven segments of the Oregon 
Trail as having high historic values and the 
potential for recreational use. Two are in 
Idaho: the Sinker Creek segment along 
the South Allemate, and the North Trail 
segment. TIle Ianer begins at the Twin 
Falls-Elmore county boundary line and 
stretches 83 miles to the eastern outskirts 
of Boise. Over two-thirds of this segment 

is cross-country and has relatively pristine 
ruts. AtJout one-third of the segment 
foUows dirt range roads, and is used 
interminently by local ranchers. The 
entire segment is relatively isolated and 
free from development, with the excep­
tion of several smaJl ranches and farms , 
the town of Glenns Ferry, and the former 
town of Mayfield. 

Remnants of the trail have been 
marked with white posts by tlle BLM. 
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The LiI.le Pilgrim Gulch area (XOVided a 

rrujeY emigr.u1 ~ aM aa:ess poirt 
to the Snake River. Physk:al eviIence sugges.s 
rmny alternate rotJ.es in tre Big Pilgrim Gulch 
vichly. In !his vrinty, Naani Sager died. Her 
grave ste has rever been ~iseJy locued. 
P~grim Slage Statro iniially seIVOO freigtters, 
III after john Hailey tran<ierred his ~ge; to 
tre fO\1e in tI~ full d 1879, i servOO as a 
sage~q>. 

Agri:uIturaI deve10{X11eI1 has ~oo 
JXXtioos of tre Keltro Rood aM 0re&?1 Trail 
aauss tre Black MeSl area, but remnants ci 
IXih rolltes remain intact as they descend into 
Rosevear Gulch 
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_ John S. Ztebar - August 27, 
1851 . It was 314 of a mile to the water 
and down a steep way probably 300 
feet below the wagons .... 1iO 
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PRIMARY ROUfE: OREGON NATIONAL mSTORIC TRAIL 

1bree Island Crossing 
to Fori Boise 
Maps 33-49 

At Three Island Oossing the trail fords the river and proceeds northwest to the Boise 
River. Some emigrants crossed the Snake River upstream in the Thousand Springs area 
and joined the main trail to the north of Three Island Crossing. After reaching the Boise 
River, the trail follows the river to a crossing of the Snake River at Fort Boise. Emigrants 
that chose nOl to cross at or near Three Island Oossing continued down the south side 
of the Snake River along the South Alternate, or Dry Route. The two routes rejoined 
just west of Fort Boise where the trail again crossed the Snake River. 

The route to fort BuISt: cuntains some of the best overall stretches of the 
emigrant trail, remaining in much the same condition as the emigrants encountered in 
the 19th century. The segment features scenery varying from the Snake River Valley in 
the south to the broken foothills southeast of Boise. The trail winds through rangelands 
and the foothills, at times passing through beautiful and narrow canyons and along the 
edges of streams. Forty-fIVe miles of this segment cross lands administered by the Boise 
District of the BLM, and six miles cross Idaho State land. The main interpretive 
sites are Three Island Oossing State Park and BLM's Bonneville Point. 

When emigrants reached Three Island Oossing, they were faced with the decision 
of whether to risk a river crossing or continue on <town the longer and drier south side. 
1hose that did ford the river would later be confronted with additional crossings, one at 
the Boise River and a redoss of the Snake River at Fort Boise. Some more enterprising 
emigrants allempled to float the remainder of their journey to the Willamelle Valley. 

_ AbflaiJjane Scotl-August ~ 1852 About noon a party if ten men and two uomen 
jJaSS8i us gotng doum the rlter in a ixxlt made if a ~on tw. They are bound for the Da/Jes 
andjrom thence 10 Oregon Ctty.6/ 
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Ibm! Island Crossing. (Walter H. Meyer; }r., Bureau of wnd Management, September 
1987) 

LEGEND 

Emigrant Trail (Visible) 
Emigrant Trail (Possible Route , not visible) 

• Historic Site or Landmark 
_ Public Lands Administered by BLM 

~ State of Idaho Lands 
c==J U.S. Forest Service 
E::=:3 Other Federal Lands 
Scale: 1 filch to 1 Mile 

~ase Respect Private Property Rigbts 
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In 1869, George P. Glenn oonstructed a 
ferry upriver from the two islands, and by 
1871 was accorrunodating Kelton freight 
traffic and emigrants. In the fall of 1879, 
stages also began utilizing the ferry. The 
romplelion of the Oregon Short Line 
Railway in 1883 signaled the demise of the 
ferry. RemnanlS of the various roules are 
visible as they approach the crossings, and 
an intact segment can be viewed north of 
Glenns Ferry. 

The 513-acre Three Island Crossing 
Slate Park was established in 1971 and is 
open year-round. It includes picnic 
facilities, campground, interpretive hiking 
trails, fIShing, modem rest room facilities, 
visitor cenler with historic displays, and live 
buffalo and longhorn catlle. Special evenls 
and prografflS are available throughout the 
year. For more information, OOnlaClthe 
Three Island Slate Park, P.O. Box 6f1), 
Glenns Ferry, Idaho 83623 

_ WIlHam T. Newby - September 

11, 1843. We craWied Snah! Rtve/rJ. 
First we drove over a part of the river one 
hundred yards wide on to a !sland, thelnJ 
over a northern branch 75 yards wide 
on a second !sland; then we tide a string 
of waggons to gether fly a chane·tn the ring 
of the lead cattles yoak & made fast to the 
waggon of al/ a horse & before & htm led. 
We camed as manya/sJ fifteen waggeons 
at one time. We had to go up stream. The 
water was tell tnches up the waggecinJ beds 
in the deepe platces. It was about 900 
hundred yards acraWi.61 
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- Robert Halderte Renshaw - V> 
c 

August 5, 1851. In the evening we came 0 
1:) 

to the rllX!r, and camped just below the « 
ford, wttb the intention of trying the ford 
the next morning. August 6. Th15 
morntng we htred an Indian to show us 
the ford. After we saw him CTillS we 
determined to try tt ourselws. We accord­
ingly commenced making preparations. 
We crossed two sloughs to the second 
15land. Here we put ox yokes under the 
wagon loads to ra15e them and put four 
yoke of our best oxen to each of the four 
first wagons that crossed. These four got 
0/£1' safely. We then sent the teams back to 
fetch the other three wagons. These three 
got O/£r safe. The loose rullie were to be 
fetched. These callie were to be u»zen to the 
uwer end of the second 15land. They were 
soon in sWimmtng water and swam to the 
sholes where the wagons crossed on. 
Suffice it to say we all got O/£r our rullie 
and all safely. Th15 ford 15 about Y4 of a 
mile long and runs up the rllX!r.6J 

__ Ahigatl]ane Scon -August 7, 

1852. EieIRn miles brought us to the 
crossing of the river. Emigmn(s were busy 
ferrying in thetr wagon beds. Grass woods 
and water 15 much easter to obtain on the 
other side than th15, but a part of our 
company were afraid to run the risk of 
crossing, and we wtli be compelled to go 
down on th15 side With no better prospect 
for grass than we have hadJor one 
hundred mtles.64 

\1\1' ~ f 

Emigrants began utilizing Ihe Norlh Alternate in 1852 after 
retired mOlll1tain men inslal.led a ferry above Salmon FaUs. In 1869, 
Kelton freight and stage lraffic began using Ihe route, but crossed 
Ihe Snake River on eilher Payne's Ferry or Briggs Ferry. By 1871 , 
freighters had switched to Ihe Glenns Ferry road, but stages 
continued to use Ihe route until 1879 Remnants of Ihe trail are still 
visible near Ihe site of Ihe Malad Slage Station. 

The Malad Gorge is one of Idaho's scenic wonders. Malad 
Gorge Slate Park, opened December 1979 by Ihe Idaho Department 
of Parks and Recreation, provides interpretive mater~ll on the area. 
lhe 652-acre park was formed to set aside the area's outstanding 
natural, scenic, historic, and recreational features. II offers a variety 
of educational and recreational adivities for its vis itors. 
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After regular stage and freight traffic 
was established on Lhe Kelton Road, a 
bridge was constructed across Lhe upper 
end of Malad Gorge. The bridge abut­
ments and road approaching Lhe gorge are 
still present. This bridge provided better 
year-round travel across Lhe Malad River. 

\I \1' .~.; 

Short segments of the NorLh Alternate/Kelton Road are visible norLhwest of 
Bliss and have been marked wiLh while posts by Lhe Hagerman Historica l 
Society. Evidence of Lhe trail is also visible on Lhe northern outskirts of Bliss, just 
south of Lhe railroad tracks. 

The town of Bliss developed after Oregon Short Line railway constmction 
reached here in \883. 
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Kelton Road Crossing, Malad Gorge. (Dantel J Hutchtson, Bureau of Land Management, 
October, 1992) 
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North Alternate descendtng tnto Alkalt Creek. (Walter H. Meyer, Jr., Bureau of land 
Management, October 1988) 

Excellent remnants remain intact as the 
trail begins the ascent from King Hill 
Creek The severity of the hill caused 
Kelton freighters to switch to the Glenns 
Ferry road in 1871 . The Oregon Short 
Line reached here in 1883 

Photo too large to scan. 

Primary Route descending into Alkali Creek. (Walter H. Meyer, Jr., Bureau of lalui 
ManQ8etnent, 1983) 
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RenmanlS of the Oregon Trail, North 
A1ternatelKehon Road, and a connecting 
segment between the two have been 
marked with white poslS by the BLM. The 
Cold Springs Stage Station serviced 
travelers on the Overland and Kelton stage 
routes. A post office was established there 
on May 17, 1876, and discontinued on 
November 12, 1878. When JOM Hailey 
switched his stages to the Glenns Ferry 
road in 1879, the station was abandoned. 
US. troops were stationed here during the 
Bannock War Campaign in 1878. 

The Alkali Creek Segment is five 
miles of intact wagon road which has 
been determined eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places. This is also 
one of the Oregon Trail National Historic 
Trail cross-country segments. The main 
route north from Three Island Crossing 
divides into various routes whidl rejoin 
into a single route on public land approxj­
mately 1 1/2 miles northwest of the town 
of Glenns Ferry. The trail continues to 

co 
M 
a. 

ascend the bluffs of the Snake River ValIey ~ 
to the plains above. At the crest of the C? 

bluffs, there is an excellent scenic view of ~ -~~'l~~a-?-1,L---t~~-JL~~~~~~~~(llII't-~~;:-,1'-'~" 
TIlfee Island Crossing to the southeast. <! 

The route continues across the Snake 
River Plain 10 where it descends into the 
Alkali Creek drainage. In this area there is 
an excellent view of the Alkali Creek 
Crossing and the emigrant trail landmark 
of Teapot Dome. Alkali Creek was also a 
popular emigrant can1ping area. 
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Remnants of the Oregon Trail and North Alternate/Kelton Road 
have been marked with white posts by the BLM. 

North Alternate ascent from Hot Springs Creek, with Teapot Dome tn the 
back8round. Bureau of land Management oolunteer Burt Stlcock 
during a Irati-marking outing. (larry R.jones, Idaho State Historical 
Society, 1987) 
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Remnants ci the Off1Pl T mil and NoI1h 
A1temate!Kehm Road have been marked 
wih whie JXNS. Teapu Dome was a well 
krown emigrant 1aOOrnaJk. The Teapu 
Dane Hct Spingi area was a favorie camp­
grolD1d for emigrants. The 00t spings is 
rurrertly pivalely owned. 

Rattlesnake Station was a jX>pular 

home stage stop for Overland and 
Kelton road travelers. It was also the 
transfer point for stages going to the 
South Boise Mines after 1870. The station 
was renamed Mountain Home in 1879. 
but when the Oregon Short Line arrived 

in 1883. the name was transferred to the 
new townsite. 

_ John C Fremont .. October 5, 

1843. In about nine miles the road fJrougbt 
us to a group if smOOng bol S/Xings; wiJh a 
k!rrrpemJUre if 164 kJegrm;/. 7bere uere a few 
beltanJht tn bloom, wiJh some other /ow p/anlS, 
and the place uru green round about; the 
ground warm, and the a;r pleasant, wiJh a 
summer atTna:fiJeT'e that uru W'}' gratefuJ in a 
day if bigb and aid searching Wind. tbe rocks 
lLere caered with a whiJe and red inausta-

lim!; and the tmter ba5 on the tongue the same 
unpleasant fffoct a5 that if the Basin SfKing on 
Bear rllX!r. 7bey fmn sewtli bmizcbes, and 
buliJk up wiJh frxr:e enougb to raise the small 
~ sewtli inches .... 7bese:prlngs are near 
the foot if the ridge, (a dark and rngged look­
ing roountain), in which some if the TIalrer 

rocks haw a ra1dtsh aJPeaTaru:e, and 
prrixIbIy amsfst if a rwidisb-brown trap, 
.fra8menJs if uhich uere scatIerr:YJ along the 
road after wiling the ~.65 

_ James Reid .. August 14 1845. 

Afxre flU! mfles.from our camp 11K! passed a 
bol spring near the fOOl of the same ridge, the 

• UXlter if uiJich was nearly at a boiling 
k!1rJfX!rafUre, so that one could not hold bi5 
finger in ii, and a dqJ carelessly stefPing 
acra;s jJ pu! one fOOl in and ran oJl)elpillg 
and whiTliYlg Tloi5iJy.66 
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_ Joel Palmer .. August 27, 1845. 

One mile brougbt us to the Hoi Springs, near 
uhich the road passes. 7bese springs are in a 
constant state of ebullition. The UXlter is suffi­
ciently bot for culinary fJU1P<N5. About jifleen 
rods cff. fl/PTOOching the mountain, which i5 
balf a mile di5tance, are similar springs. An 
ax; befongms to our /Xlrty, OfPrured desirous 
to test the qua/ilt!s of the UXlter affcnIa:J by 
these springs. His OI.lJrle7S, seeing hi5 inclina­
tion, attempted to arrest his sleJX;, but failed; 
uhen be arriwd at the brink of one if them, 
and stuck his nose in, preparatay to indulg­
ing tn a draught if the delidous nectar, be 
tmTMiiately wbeeIaJ, and made the UX!1kin 
ring by his /:x!/Jowtng; kicking and rnnning, 
be sbOUX!d be uX/S evidently displeased with 
btmseg:67 
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Canyon Creek Stage Station prior to the fire . (Walter H. Meyer, Jr., Bureau of land 
Ma1UJgement) 

MAP 40 
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Remnants of the Oregon Trail and 
Kelton Road have been marked with 
white posts by the BLM. Kelton Road 
traffic deviated north of the main route to 
avoid a rocky stretch of the Oregon Trail. 
Road work was necessary for the descent 
and ascent of the Canyon Qeek Canyon 
and remains visible. 

The Canyon Qeek Stage Station was a 
stop on the Overland and Kelton road 
routes. lhe struClure served as a resi­
dence until a fire in the late 19705. The 
rock walls :ue alllhat remain. 
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Remnants of the Oregon Trail and 
Goodale's Cutoff have been marked 
with white posts by the BLM. Variations 
of Goodale's Cutoff merge with the 
Oregon Trail at Ditto Creek and near 
Soles Rest. The Ditto Creek Stage Slation 
was a stop on the Overland and Kelton 
road routes. Little evidence remains, but 
vegetation and land depressions help to 
identify the location. 

Oregon nail northwest of Canyon Creek. (Walter H Meyer, Jr., Bureau of lAnd 
Management, May 1987) 
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The trail dosely parallels a county road. A small segmeru 
remains intact north of Slalers Flat and has been marked with 
white posts by the BLM. Access 10 the segmeru is across pri­
vale lands, and pennission is necessary from private landown­
ers to reach the area . 

M 
Indian Creek crossing was a popular emigrant campground. v 

R. 4 E. R. 5 E. 

Settlement came to the area in 1863, and emigrants were then ~ 
a~~p~~~ili~~~~~re. ~b~~ag~~;1;~~~~~~~=~~~~~~~~8~~~b~~I~~~~~~~ 
on the Overland and Kelton routes. A lava rock structure dates :§. 
to the stage-btion time period. A small agricultural commu- ~ 
nity known as Mayfield everuually developed. The Grange 
Hall, school, and hotel are still extant in the now deserted 
community. During the gold excitement in the South Boise 
mining region, owners of the bge btion supplied the miners 
with freili produce and fruit to augmeru their income. 

Bureau of land Management's Bonneville Point tnterpretilX! sile. (Walter H Meyer, Jr , 
Hu1t!au of land Management, 1976) 
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Visible remnanlS of the tmil have been marked with 
cemeru posts by the BIM. Emigrarus gO( their first view 
of the Boise VaUey from Bonneville Poinl. The Boise 
Distrid BW now maintains a small interpretive park 
here. Blacks Creek Stage Station was 3 popular stop 
on the Overland and Kelton road routes. The site is in 
privale ownership and access is restrided. 

"nle trail from Blacks Creek to Oregon Tmil HeighlS 
Subdivision is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

_ Wbifleld S. Ebey -August 2~ 1854.. It was 
getting late when I reached the tCfJ of the Big Htll, 
around which the road leads to the Pia tn, whtch ts 
spread out at tts base, alma;t as far as the eye can reach; 
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broken tn the dtstance l7y the Mountatns tn the regions of the Malheur & Burnt Rivers. 
To the right rose up that majesttc Range of mountatns, wbich ts the source of the river 
below, and.from wbich m! tssued yesterday - Below, thousands of feet below, were seen 
the water of thts beautiful river wtndtng there tranqutl course & gleamtng like a thread of 
stIver tn the rays of the setting sun. The stream seemed as calm and gentle, as if tis tlXly 
um through a meadow, tnstead of rugged canyons. After reachtng the Pia tn, the course 
of the stream ts marked l7y a line of green ttmber, which gave rise to tis name among the 
early trappers - "Botsse" or the "Wooded Rtver" - 7bts green strip of vegetatton wtndtng 
tis tlXly through the desert sQ8e platn, gave a more cheerfUl prospect to the vtew and after 
gaztng once more on the vast map spread out before me I rapidly descended the htl/-
to find a camp for the ttred tratn; but net. an the recollectton of the grandeur of that 
scene be blotted.from memory - the sunset.from the Btg Hill of the Botsse wtll always be a 
greene spot tn the past.r.. 

_ CedlJa Emily McMillan A4ams -SePtember 15, 1852. Today m! traveled up 
a long htU some four mtles; road good; ascent very gradual. Wben m! anived at the top 
m! gOi a grand vtew of the Botse river valley. II ts all filled or covered with dry grass and 
a few treeS tmmedlately along the bank, the first m! have seen for more than a month. 
We traveled for some four miles on a htgh level platn then came doom a steep hill of 
about 200 feet to another equally level Pia tn, on which m! traveled about three miles 
then took another offset of about 100 feet, and in about a mile and a half came to ' 
another offset of about the same height, and m! were nearly level with the river.69 
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SmaU segments of the .trail remain 
visible where the route enters the Oregon 
TraiJ Heights housing development and on 
the descent of the bluff to Amity Avenue. 
Traffic began using Main Street in Boise 
and continuing west on a new northside 
grade, because a river channel blocked 
any alternative route that came down for 
water. After 1876, emigrant wagons 
sometimes continued wesl without 
crossing the Boise River into town. 

_ Joel Palmer -August 29, 1845. 
We traveled about etghteen mtles, which 
brought us Bois river, a stream oj forty or 
fifty yards tn width, and abounding wtth 
salmon; tis banks are !tned wtth Balm of 
Gtlead timber. The bottoms here are two or 
three mtles Wide, and covered wtth grass. 
August 30. We trawled about eleven 
miles. The road ts sometimes on bottom, at 
others on bluff. The Indians are very 
numerous along thts stream; they haw a 
large number of horses; clothing ts tn much 
demand; for articles oj clothtng costing In 
the States ten or tux!lw dollars: a very good 
horse can be obtalned.;v 
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Traces ci the due t trail have . __ ;~h~,j 
o floods arxl . Ydi u:lI cu 

developneri arxl varous types ci 
lJOn 'n.~ road axlStruC 

II C northernmost -
GocxIaIe's CltoU- trail is 
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Traces d the trails have been erack:aled 
by Hoods, varilus types of develqxrenl, and 
rood a:>n.mJ<101. Goodale's Caoff heads 
nath toward the Payette River. 

The route of Goodale's Cutoff north of 
Eagle Island is not well documented, and 
no visible evidence has survived to mark 
this less-used route. Because of the lack 
of documentation and evidence, the north­
ern section of Goodale's Cutoff has not 
been included in this volume. 
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_ Wlnjfeld Scott Ebey -August 

24, 1854. Two miles brought us to the scene 
of the late fight . Ewything shOUX!d signs of 
a hard Struggle. Six bodies lay by the road 
parily covered, by persons who had been 
here before We got our spades & some of US 

stowed & gave them a decent burial. The 
ground is covemi With blood. The tent poles 
and a great amount of half burnt feathers 
lay around. No waggons /eft . I picked up a 
hat wtth two bullet holes in it and saturated 
With blood. I presume the owner received 
the ball in his head. A gun barrel was 
pich!d up. The stock broke off & badly bent. 

'" .~ ... . .... 

It was used I have no doubt by some 11Uln 
who was struggling desperately for life. 
After burytng the dead I put up a notice to 
those behind to be on their guard & ow-look 
the UXlggons. Every 11Uln now goes armed. 
Even the drivers carry their rifles in one 
hand & their whip in the other. August 25 
-I have learned more of the difficulty wtth 
the Indians. It seems the train stopped to 
noon when the Indians [some GOJ came up 
awarently friendly· One of the Indians took 
off a horse of the party's. The owners h!pt 
two ponies. The Indians brought back the 
horse & got his ponies. One of the men, who 

'" 

was a shoo distance.from the UXlggons 
ohiero-ing the mowment of the Indians; saw 
one of them point his gun at him & suppos­
ing he intended to shoot him took out his 
revolw- and shot the Indian down. 
The figh t commenced in good earnest. 
Some of the men became frigh tened and 
I believe that but two of them did any 
fighting . A young 11Uln by the name of 
Mulligan from the Southern pari of MO 
fought them to the last. It was him thai 
broke up his rifle fighting . It is thought that 
if all had stood up to him they would have 
driven the Indians off. SOlne of the men 

'\ \ ' 

.... ... , 

62 

/' / 
~ ,­

, _ <,' '.~.'-o.:;~ . 
' . ,. I '" ...... ~_ ---- ~;, '--;;.. - .", 

. :'- I " -." 
~. ' I 

.... .. 

, ,. 2~ .... 

':::"; ~ '~':' . STAR I ~.A (;U.' · 
(Quad) I .( Quad) 

R. 1 W. R. l E. 

MAP 46 

, 
\ 
I 



even crawled tnto the wa88ons, the Indians 
Jollota!d them up killing all buJ the women 
& cbtldren. About this time sewn men if 
Mr. Yante5 train coming backJrom thefort 
to Iookfor a lost cow- and tum? in 51gbt of 
theftgbt- got up the Indians then ran to 
the river about a mties off taking the uomen 
& cbtldren & some if the wa88ons, & got In 
the busbes & follota!d them and a.fire was 
kept up for some time - the ui:Jite5 with 
revolvers & the Indians with HB mus~ts. 

Finally the foremost man if the wbltes was 
sbot dead & the party retreated to the Fort for 

more belp. Here uus their error, bad tbey 
charged the Indians In the busbes they 
mlgbt bave saved the tOOmen & children but 
would probably lost some of their own 
number- they could bear the screams vI 
captives In the busbes wben they lefl - On 
their return it wasfound that the Indians 
bad burned the wa880lls and bad also 
burned up the cbildren. Their bones were 
found on the spot, tJ is hoped they killed 
them before they committed them to the 
flames . The men think otherwise and 
belfeve.from the screams they beard that the 

R. 3W. R. 2W. 

children were burned alive - before their 
mother's~. The women !Mrs. Ward & 
daugbter] were murdered and their bodies 
borribly violated .... 7bis is one of the most 
borrible, massacres of ui:Ji.cb I ever beard. A 
whole train of people killed In open day ­
for plunder, & the Indians all escaping. 
Some (;{) bead of Cattle & $2, ()(X).OO in gold 
tmS carried off. I presume the Indians are 
now far enougb away, and safe.from 
pursutJ.71 
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Agricultural and road developments 
have erased all traces of the trail with the 
exception of a Canyon Hill descent to the 
Boise River crossing. The massacre of the 
Alexander Ward party on August 20, 1854, 
was the culmination of Inoon activities 
which led to the closing of Hudson's Bay 
Fort Boise and Fort Hall. Only two 
members of the Ward train of twenty 
managed to escape. The site is now a 
smaU state park with a commemorative 
monument listing the names of the p'Jrty 
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Known as Lower Boise in 1864, this 
area was fanned along the river by that 
time. Notus grew up after railroad 
transportation and irrigation expansion 
brought increaSt:d , " .pulalion. ll1e 
Oregon Trail dosely parallels a railroad 
grade and U.S. Highways 20 and 26. 

R. 5W. 

The Middleton Subs! '.' ', ; is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places as 
are the following properties in Caldwell: 
Caldwell Odd Fellows Home for the Aged, 
Sl. Mary's Catholic Churrh A.K. Steunen-
berg House, U.S. Pc " Carnegie 
Library, Blatchley Hall I..AJl>crtson College 
of Idaho), Sterry Hall (Albertson College of 
IdaJ1o), Carrie Adell Strahorn Memorial 
Library (Albertson College of Idaho), 
Thomas K. Linle House, North Caldwell 
Historic District, John C Rice House, and 
the Caldwell HistorlL Uc;lfK.l. 

Fort Boise, the Hudson's Bay C07llj'" ., I ; 11m sketched by Major Osborne Cross in 
1849. (Reproducedjrom Osborne Cross, lbe Marcb o/the MounU?d Rtj1emen , edited 
by Raymond W. Settle [Glendale, California: The Arthur H. Clark Co., 19401. p 206.) 
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lbe Panna area 

was settled by river­
side fanners in 1863 
and 1864. Panna 

emerged as a railroad 
town after Oregon 
Short Line construction 
brought improved 
transportation in 1883. 

• .I .. . .. ' .. ~ 11 I 

' ~~\ I ;;~\ I :,1 [~i;'1 
. \:.~\ Ir- tiuds!" .Bay .' 
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.. Rlversl~ , . ' " ' . ", ,-

- Joel Palmer - September 2, 
1845. We reached Fort Boise. Thts ts a 
trading post of the Hudson:S Bay Company, 
establtshed upon the northern side of Snake 
or Lewis river, and about one mile below 
the mouth of Boise river. This fort was 
erected for the purpose of recrniling, or 
as an intermediate POSt, more than as a 

i F .. ~ ;;.~ , ",-~ ' /,: ::1 , "~ 
lrrigation expansion r 0 '; ' 'I " 

::.;.~::"~ DJ " , , ; -~ """ , n' 

trading point. It is built of the same 
materials, and modeled after Fort Hall. 
but ts of a smaller compass Portions of the 
bottoms around it afford grazing; but tn a 
general vtew, the surrounding country ts 
barren.... At thts fort they have a qUtlnttty 
of }lour in store, brought from Oregon CtIy, 
forwhich they demanded tr.amty dollars per 
cwt. in cash .... At thts place the road 
crosses the river; the ford ts about four 
hundred yards below the fort, and stri~ 
acrms to the head of an tsland, then bears 
to the left to the southern bank; the water ts 
quite deep, but not rapid .... T1 

into production. TIle , I~ I " . '::+,': l'~., J ~ A_I '''j. 6 N 
area near the mouth of -,' I \ ". .~} j ~ ...... \ . \. 1 Iq r r~ -: ' I T. 5 N. 

the Boise River was a ,I., 1 ; ( ''''Iii ~ ." i\ . '~ \ / " ,.r /, .. ; ~ ,. } II .l~ - ( . i 
traditionalNorthem '\ I", : ( " 11 , .. ", ,"' m' "",J,..,, ",,: ... -! I ,~q-,-/-,- .. 
Shoshone summer . ~ ., ...... , .,- ' c, • ' .. ", " I' 'Vi . / " : \ ". .. i" •. ~ .. l' 
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1813, but a Bannock band wiped out his post , staff, and f':' f .', ,I / ' . . ' , , ,I ( 

, • d f ' .. -f '--.~ __ _ operation in January 1814. Donald Mackenz.ie tried to establish , ) " " . .'1 '\ 
... ". -'lilr \-!; .. . • "'_ .... , 

a permanent post there in 1819, but Indian hostility defeated ~ . 5 W. 

his attempt. The Hudson's Bay Company established Fort 

Boise in 1834 and serviced emigrants unLil 1855, when military problems related to 
white retaliation after Alexander Ward's emigrant party was almost entirely wiped out 
forced the dosure of the fort . TIle site of Fort Boise is located in Section 26, T6N , R6w . 
For two decades after 1863, Riverside Ferry served Oregon Trail traffic from a 1000tion 
near the site of the fort . The area became a Wildlife Management Area around 1%0. 
The site of Fort Boise has been entered into' the National Register of Historic Places. 
fl ooding and agricultural developments have destroyed trail remnants . 

The A. H. Stewart House (Hotel Panna) and Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary Church 
are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
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PRIMARY ROUTE: OREGON NATIONAL IllSTORIC TRAIL 

South Alternate -Three Island 
Crossing to Oregon State Line 
Maps 50 -62 

AI Three Island Crossing some of the emigranlS remained on lhe soulh side of lhe 
Snake River and followed lhe Soulh A1lemale, or Dry Roule. Overton]obnson and 
WUIIam H Winter were among lhe frrsl emigranlS 10 traverse lhe Soulh A1lemale 
and in 1843 noted: 

••• Twenty-seven mtks below the Salmon Falls IW came to the crosstng where the 
companies which preceded us had passed over to the north side, which is much the 
nearest and best way, but IW, havtng attempted the crosstng and findtng it too deep, am? 

obltged to continue down on the south. This is, perhaps, the most rugged, desert and 
dreary country, between the Western borders of the Untied States and the shores of the 
Pacf/ic. It is nothtng else than a wtld, rocky, barren wtlderness, of wrecked and ruined 
nature, a vast field of volcanic desolation. 73 
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South Altenulte south of Hammett. (Walter H. Meyer; Jr., Bureau of Land Mantlgement, 
September 1987) 

LEGEND 

Emigranl Trail (Visible) 
Emigranl Trail (Possible Roule, nol vis ible) 

• Hisloric Sile or Landmark 
_ Public Lands Adminislered by BLM 

~ Stale of Idaho Lands 
C==:J U.s Foresl Service 
~ Other Federal Lands 
Scale: 1 Inch to 1 Mile 

Please Respect Private Property Rigbts 
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Medbury was a planned agricultural 
town laid out by the railroad. A poS! 
office and railroad station were estab­
lished in 1883. In 1909, the town was 
replaced by Hammen. The Medbury 
Ferry served the area farmers and 
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ranchers during the 1880s and 1890s. 
Snake River placer mining activities are 
evident along the south bank of the river. 

The route of the South Alternate 
Oregon Trail has been marked. A smaU 
segment of remnants is visible as the trail 
enters the Narrows and for a short 
distance on west. 

In Glenns Ferry, the Amstutz Apart­
ments, Old Glenns Ferry High School, 
Gerby Opera Theater, ).S. McGinnis 
Building, O'Neil Brothers Building, and 
Our Lady of Limerick Catholic Church 
are listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

R. 8 E. R. 9 E. 
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The NaTTOtai UX!St afThree Island Crosstng. (Walter H. Meyer, Jr., Bureau of land 
Management, Aprlll989) 
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Photo too large to scan. 

7)pical Snake River ferry . (Idaho State Historical Society, No. 1327) 
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Rail setvi~ reached the area in 1883, 
but the region remained largely rangeland 
until irrigation pumping became practical 
in recent years. Evidence of early Snake 
River mining activities are visible on the 
north bank of the river west of Chalk 
Gulch. 

Short segments of the South Alternate 
are visible east of the Harrunett Bridge and 
just north of Highway 78, and both 
segments have been marked. 

MAP 51 

Westward travelers could encounter a 
number of conunercia l ferry and bridge 
enterprises whenever there was a stream 
or river that warranted such an undertak­
ing. As two-way travel and freight and 
mail transportation activity increased , the 
nunlber of ferry operdtions increased. 
Many of the ferry operations continued 
along the Snake River until they were 
replaced by modem bridges. 
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Snake River placer tailings remnants 
are found on the north bank of !.he river 
opposite Wilkins Island. Remnants of !.he 
Mountain City, Nevada - Mountain 
Home freight road are also visible north 
of !.he river. Bruneau Dunes State Park is 
situated sou!.h of Highway 78 in !.he Eagle 
Cove area. The park museum contains 
some interpretive Oregon Trail display 
materials. Loveridge Ferry was built and 
operated by Albert Loveridge between 
1s<X) and 1913. The ferry was replaced 
by a bridge. The Sand Dunes Ferry, 
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located a sl10rt distance upstream from !.he 
Loveridge Ferry, was operated for a short 
lime to assist local ranchers. 

Short segments of Sou!.h A1temate 
remnants are visible north of Highway 78 
and !.he entrance to !.he park, and just west 
of Highway 51 and north of Highway 78. 
Both segments have been marked. 

The 5,<XX>-acre Bruneau Dunes State 
Park provides year-round camping and 
picnic facilities, hiking trails, and visitor 
center. The camping areas include 
modem rest rooms wi!.h hot showers, 
water hookups, and electrical outlets. 
A variety of activities is available including 
fishing and hiking. 
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Brnneau Dunes State Park. 
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MAP 53 

Rancht:rs came to the area after Owy­
hee mining discoveries in 1863 providt:d 
markets for agricultural products. Territorial 
governor Ca leh Lyon's Bruneau Indian 
trea ty of April 12, 1866, was designed to 
oren this region for white seulemenl. 
Camp Buford W3S estahlished hy Major L. 
II. M3rshall in tht: summer of 1866 to pro­
vide [)[otection for emigrants and setUers. 
Marshall made plans to ah3ndon Fort Boise 
and make Camp Buford the major post for 
the district, hut his plans were quickly re­
jected hy the general commanding the reg­
ion. The camp was ahandoned within a 
year. The South Alternate divides into two 

segments as the route approaches the 
I3nmeau River crossing. 'Ihe crossings of 
the river were major campground areas for 
the emigrants. In 1862, nearly 1,000 reople 
were reported camred along its hanks. 
-111e crossing sites and the site of Camp 
Buford are now under the waters of 
C. J. Strike Reservoir. Excellent remnants 
of the trail are visihle just north of Highway 
78, and they have heen marked. Short 
discontinuous segments of visihle remnants 
are also visihle on the north side of the 
river, and they have been marked. 
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Snake River f me gold brought miners 
here after 1870, and rerrmanlS of these 
early operations are still extanl along the 
south side of the river, especially near 
Gold Island. Grand View was established 
about 1889 as par! of an irrigation and 
settlement operation. The J. R SimpIOl 
Company currently operates a large cattle 
feedlot on the north side of the river. TIle 
Grand View Ferry provided access for 
ranchers and local settlers until the 
erection of a bridge in 1921. 

Surface evidence of the trail has been 
obliterated by agriruJtural and townsite 
development and road construction. 
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_ Herny M.Judson - SePtember 
4, 1862. About 12 o'elk UK! reach Castle 
Creek so called from some singular looking 
rocks bavtng the aa>earance of old dilap­
idated castles and other roins - soon Capt 
K's {Kennedy} train arrives and Corrals 
near us - After remaining an bour & a half 
UK! are ordered to hitch up & drive on a 
mtle or so for better grass .. . UK! comply & 
find grass higher than our heads & just 
abreast of the Castle rock - on the other 
side of the corral rons the creek a small 
crooked stream .... 5 Sep 62 I should 
have men-tfoned yesterday that it is said 
the Indians two years ago besetged a party 

_...,.,.,.Z=;10f 

of 30 or 35 men on the IX?1J' spot on which 
UK! UK!re corra/led & killed all but 3 after a 
3 day fight - some report seeing nearly a 
whole skeleton on the ground - I myself saw 
a skull & probably could have found more 
by searching ... ? · 
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Irrigated flnning along Snake River has 
brought a limited randl ing and famling 
population to the area . 

Remnants of the trail are visible nOM 
of Highway 78 where Ule route ascends 
the bluff and in the C:lsue ueek area . 
BOlh segments have been marked. 
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_ llRbecca Ketchum -August 27, 1853. We saw /xfen 
Ul? startxl thai Ul? bad sometbinls if a btJJ to ascend, but did not 
Ix!gtn to sa! uiJat 11 tmS tiJJ Ul? came roond the amer if a bigb 
pile if rock5. CA. and I got OUI to walk belen Ul? came uiJere Ul? 

rouId sa! the uiJoie bi/I. Found a footpath cutltng ~, uiJich 
Ul? tot::k. Wben Ul? lWI? pretty Ul?1i up where Ul? could IocJt doom 
the road, Ul? saw Mrs. Dtx toiItng up. It loo/iro so bad she did not 
hke to ride. It tmS ali the borses rouId do to draw the empty 

camage. tbe other talgon they lWI? ciJliged to unJood /xfen they 
a)!.lld get up. We uere an bour and a bar getting up. Tl 

_ RIley Rool- August 1, 1848. 

[Castk: ButteJ Betueen. camp and Snaf£ rim; 
the IiIJJe stream in wbich our camp is /ocaJed 
passes througb tux> £n{gs if basaltic rock, much 
crumbled down by time. Rock, east if cra?k, 
shO/.l.S marks if excessiw wlcanic violence. 
Volcanic cinders, rocks bar melted, chimneys 
uiJere smoke bad is5ued, and in fad, ewy 11'I£lrk 
if V!OO:ln s blacksmtJh shcp is here displayd. 75 
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_ Evan S. McComas - September 5, 
1862 . Slartal from Castle Orek, cIrw! 7 m 
10 Burnt Rock C~ [SinM Creek!. Here bad 
no grass aI all. Here we waJered arui resled 
our cattle and pmfX?ded for gold. Found 
from.fite to jijteen grains or wlors of gold in 
each pan. Here ue bad 10 chmb the IWTS/ bili 
on the ~on road. fJoubIa;J Imms and got 
up by four 0'c1ock.;<5 
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Gold discoveries in the Owyhee 
Mountains in 1863 brought rancllers 
and agricultural development to the area. 
Castle Butte, Wild Horse BUlle, and Sinker 
Creek Butte were Iandrnatks for emigrants. 

The Uller massacre site is located in the 
Henderson Rat vicinity near Castle BUlle. 
The encounter of the Elijah Uller party of 
44 emigrants with hostile Indians on 
September 9, 1860, has evolved into the 
major documented tragedy inflicted by 
Indians upon overland travelers. (The 
name Utter is used to correct an earlier 
error in spelling. Recent research by Don 
ShaIUlon indicates the name Uller, nO! 

Oller, is the proper spelling. His findings 
will soon be published in a OOok on 
Snake Country Massacres.) This incident 
is also one of t.he rare occasions when 
Indians nO! only attempted but sustained 
a prolonged assault on encircled emjgr:Int 
wagons. During the siege, several of 
the party managed to escape, but they 
ultimately faced further deaths and 
personal hardships before being rescued 
by a miliary expedllin aJong the banks d 
the Owyree River some weeks fol.lowing 
the attack. Since that time, ccdusioo coo­
ceming the locatrn of the sie has exi.<led. 
Scme d the twelve survivo"s were able to 
give a general cIe5criJ1ioo, and sW;equen! 

Castle Butte. (USG~~ CF. &>uen. 1911. No, 32) 

75 

mililary reports aOO cootempa-.uy newSf'lper 
aCXXlU11lS corroborate their recollections. All 
repcxts placed the site somewhere below 
~lOn Falls, and that was the only undis­
flled desaiplioo fa' some time. Recently 
fouOO evV:knce now 1000tes the site in tlle 
Hendersoo Rat vK:inity. 

PrevKlus to tlleir C3lTIp)iI.e near Castle 
G'ed:, Judsoo ,and his group were par! of a 
large enC3Il1fIDCIll of emigr.mIS and rniliIa.ry 
persooneI 00 the Brureau River. 1k groups 
intermingled free! y, aOO i is I1'lmt likely that 
the members d JOOsoo's train reard abol1 
tl1e IBW even! from the soldiers. In addition, 
the site 00( only ~ded physOl evk:Ience 

jus( two years fol.lowing the incm-u, bl1 
also fllS the desaiplioo of the area given 
by the survivOfS. 

1k South Alternate segJrel1l. near 
Wdd Horse Buue is one of seven rlentified 
by the National Park ServK:e in 1981 for is 
recreational and historic values. This cross­
country segment concludes near the 
mouth of Rabbit Creek. Discontinuous 
remnants are in evidence for some miles. 
As the trail nears S~er Creek, it diverges 
into two variant routes. The main route 
is the northern most of the variants. TIle 
southern variant developed to avoid the 
hard pull out of Sinker Creek. All rem­
nants have been marked. 

Cas/Ie Butte. (Larry R. Jones. Idaho State Hisloriml Society. 1981) 



Handling activities conunenced with 
Owyhee gold and silver discoveries in 
1863. Modem agriculrural methods 
(mainly pumping irrigation water from 
the Snake River) has enabled some lands 
to be fanned . TIle Owyhee County 
Historical Society Museum at Murphy 
maintains some Oregon Trail infomlation. 
Early ranching, mining, and fanning 
adiviI.ies are also interpreted. Rail 
service reached Murphy in 1909. 

A southern Sinker Qeek variant rejoins 
the main route, and exceUent remnants 
can be found until the route nears Rabbit 
Qeek. Two variant routes have been 
identified as the trail heads north along 
and paralleling Rabbit Qeek to the Snake 
River. Trail remnants across public lands 
have been marked. 

R. 2W. R. 1 W. ' 

' f 

South Alternate between Wild Horse Butte and Sinker Creek. (Walter H Meyer, Jr., 
Bureau of umd Management, May 1988) 
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Walter's Feny was eublished in 1863 and 
was tre main crossing fa- lrafii: between 
Silver Ciy aM &:lise. II was replaced by a 
highway I:ri\ge in 1921 . Monahan's Feny 
began operati>ns in 1866 aM ran unI.il 1870. 
Subsequenl feny oper.u.ioos were carried on 
near tre ste w-iilthe 19~. 'Th! Guffey 
railroad I:riIge reacI~ oompletion in Au~ 
1897 aM was tre Imi briJge 00 this seaion 
ci the Snake River. lIS OOfl.'llUarn was 
c:msidered a rernaIkat'Ae engireering 
adlievemenI. at tre time. It is MOO in the 
Nati>naI Register ci Hi.<.tcri: Place;. The 
area near the IOOtth ci Rabbt Qeek was a 
fuvorle emigranl campgrouOO. 

Remnants ci two \I3fiaru survive as the 
routes aJlYOOch the Snake River. Remnants 
00 pubOC \aOOs have been marked. 

_ WUliam H. Frusb . August 

12, 1850. [Guffey Butte} It strikes 
Snake River at mouth of Dry Branch 
after comtng down ttfor 3 miles. No 
bluffi on south side of River whare 
road strike. 1bare ts a bluff to the right 
of the road below wbare It strikes river. 
V2 mtle, wttb a vary ptrty toUX?r or 
chimney by the side of il. Looks like a 
monumenl oj Black Val'c rock .... 78 

!:>v uth Alternate east of Murphy. ( lValter H. Meyer, Jr., Bureau oj Ltmd Munagement, 
1988) 
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In January 1884, J c. Bernard began 
operaLing a ferry in conjunction with lhe 
completion of his road between Silver City 
and CaldweU. He erected a bam and hOlel 
to service the stage and freight lines that 
used lhe road and ferry. The venture 
proved profllable until completion of lhe 
Waller's Ferry bridge in 1921. The barn 
and site are listed in lhe National Register 
of Historic Places. The Warm Springs ferry 
was built in 1885 by George Dunning. 
The ferry was moved doWllSlfearn about a 
mile by J A. Walker in 1~. It, too, was 
replaced by lhe Walter's Ferry bridge. 

Wilh house pits 4,500 years old, Givens 
HOI Springs has a subst.anlia1 prehistory. 
The Givens HOI Springs were developed in 
1881 by lhe Milford Givens family, and a 
descendant of !.he founders is currently 
running !.his popular hot water reSOI1. 

The COOle of tre trail doseIy rruafie1s 
Highway 78, tu all evi:lence has been obIi­
erated by vari.>us mOOem deveJq:xrenIS. 

_ Lucta Loraine WllUams -July 
2a 1851. Came to the Hot Springs. There 
UU5 a little strr!am or drain runntng across 
the road about one-half mtk.from the 
spring. II was such a beautfjulrmter that 
several if our company alighted to drink 
but on a near a[prOaCh they tam? sattsfied 
with jerlztng their hands away. Some 
complained of bumtng their Itps and those 
that tam? at first deceived tried in vain to 

deceive others. CamfX!d near. Vistted the 
springs. There we found the water hot 
enough for cooking. The ground a few feet 
.from the spring UU5 covered with saleratus 
and those if the company who tam? short 
oj the same replenished their storage. 79 

78 

,. 
I , 

,I 

", \ 

.' 

--I 
\; .. 

. ~. . 

". \'1" 

I 
,. 

-... t. 
1 \ 

:~ 

fro 
: i.O 
i' a ,i 
-1\ 

MAP 59 



i 
I 

J I 
( 

" I" 

\ . 

I JU 

.,/ { ,. , 

. . ~ , .... " ... , ..... , ....... 
~ ~ :, ,,1 I 

\ I " , 
1/ 5!'~ 

\ ";' , 

" 

{i{ ~. ,. 
\ 

_ •• • • • I.' 

I 
i 

11\ r 

R. 4 W. R. 3 W. Adjoins Map 59 

79 

Idaho State Historical Society arcb{~eological excavations under W(IY at 
Giwns Hot Springs. (Walter H Meyer, Jr., Bureau of Land Mmtagement) 
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French John Carrey Ferry (Henderson 
Ferry) was construoed in 1870 to If'anspon 
travelers on Carrey's newly opened Boise· 
to-Jordan Valley road. Robert Henderson 
acquired the ferry in 1881. He later moved 
the operation dowruiver. By 19<X>, it be­
came known as the Nampa or McKenzie 
Ferry, after being moved back to the orig­
inal site . It remained in operation until 
bridges were built across the Snake River 
after 1920. 

The route continues to head in a north­
erly direction and is located between 
Highway 78 and the Snake River. A short 
segment of excellent remnants is still 
extant on the bluff just west of Dilley 
(sbnd and has been marked. 
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With early 20th century irrigation pro­
jects and the arrival of rail service, Marsing 
emerged along the western banks of the 
Snake River. Froman's Ferry was built in 
1888 by George Froman. Jim Wrighl and 
Jesse Harmon bought the property in 
1890. In 1892, James R Billingsby 
purchased the ferry and ran it until the 
completion of the Marsing Bridge in 1921. 

The route continues to follow the west 
bank of the Snake River, but surface evi­
dence has been destroyed by agricultural 
and townsite development. 

TIle trail continues to follow the west 
bank of the Snake River to the Oregon 
state line. Surface evidence of the route 
has been destroyed by agricultural and 
townsite development. Emigrants follow­
ing the South Alternate found themselves 
on the west bank of the Snake River 
opposite Fort Boise when they joined the 
route of the travelers who had crossed at 
Three Island vossing. 

_ Medorem Crawford - septem­
ber 3, 1842. Crossed owr Snake rlwr in 
a Canoe to the Fort which stands on the 
north stde of the rlwr procu1l!d some ~ 
vtstons .... Fort B. is a new Establtshment. 
It has been a short time in cperatton but 
is not yet completed. We saw but one white 
man who was French .... At the Fort ta? 

tasted musk me/Ion but of a wry indtjJer­
ent quality. They raise corn & a few other 
wgetables in quanities. From the fort we 
saw a large smoke at a distance supposed 
to proceedfrom a vo/cantk mountain.SJ 
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Homedale grew up with early 20th 
cenlury irrigalion projeas and became 
Owyhee County's major urban center. 
Rail service reached Homedale about 
1913. TIle Mussel Ferry (Homedale Ferry) 
WdS buill in ]898. In 1909, a group of 
local citizens purchased lhe property and 
ran lhe ferry until a bridge was buill near 
lhe site in 1920. 

- AblgailJane Scott· August 21, 
1852. We came three miles uhtcb broughl 
us @05tJe Fort Boise As this fort Is on the 
other side of the river I did nOl gel a very 
good view of tl, but u.m tnformed thai tl 
has much Ihe ajpearance of Fort Hall, 
bul tt ts even a poorer concern. II u.m butll 
by the Hidson :S Bay company, and was 
tntended, morr! for recrutttng, or tnterme­
dtate pasl than as a tradtng point. II Is 
now abandoned by thai company in 
the possession of traders. They however 
had nothingfor sale excepl sugar and 
lobaccO.IIOJ 
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CALIFORNIA GOlD-SEEKERS 

California gold disroveries early in 1848 brought dramatic changes in the 
emigrant wagon traffic that headed west in 1849. Thousands of wagons, 
enough to make a closely spaced train 60 miles long, created havoc at 
ferries, crossings, and other poIential bottlenecks. Fortunately, they were 
strung out for far more than 60 miles. A premium was placed upon speed. 
New roads and cutoffs, some of which reduced neither distance nor time, 

came into use. A vast increase in vehicular traffic and in oxen, horses, and mules had a 
severe impact upon natural resources in a fairly broad wne surrounding any heavily 
traveled route. Greatly increased business opportunities attracted suppliers to strategic 
points where emigrant markets could be developed. Commercial passenger trains of 
mule wagons came into service for several seasons, although tlrese enterprises generally 
did not enjoy any conspicuous success. Compared with about 14,000 Pacific Coast 
settlers (2,700 in California) who had come west prior to 1849, more than 160,000 
overlanders reached California alone.8Z Within eight years, Oregon and Utah also 
attracted large numbers, particularly after 1849. Altogether some 350,000 emigrants had 
come past South Pass by 1866. 

In order to attain increased speed, prospective miners hastening to California 
sometimes preferred mules to oxen. (Horses had enough speed but could not stand up 
to a long trip.) Pack trains could move faster than wagon trains, and miners who left 
their families behind often could bring what they needed on pack mules. Pack trains 
could negotiate rough country characteristic of Hudspeth's Cutoff far more easily than 
wagon outfits could. Most efforts at haste accomplished fairly little for emigrants who 
reached California in 1849, since they needed to have come two years earlier if they 
were going to participate in a gold rush to any of a substantial number of new mining 
districts. Whether they fmally gained very much or not, enough expectanl gold-seekers 
dashed to California to create a national epic otherwise unmatched in United States 
history. 

Oregon and other Pacific Coast areas also profited from California's eXIYdIlSion from 
1849 on. Subsequent years brought a still greater volume of emigrant wagon traffic, 
which, with some miners returning home after a season or two, came to operate more 
in both directions. After California became a state in 1850, and Oregon followed nine 
years later, heavy freight and stage traffic (often over new routes) brought new activity 
along emigrant roads that developed into highways with stations to serve travelers who 
came by more often than once a year. 

From the day that Hudspeth's group opened their new 11O-mile route, most of the 
traffic to California, and some of the Oregon traffic as well, followed the cut otT. Elijah 

82 

Farnham, who took the new trail only the day after Hudspeth's party had opened it , 
nOied that it already had carried traffic enough "so it looks like an old road of a great 
deal of tf'Jve!"8,j Genel'"JI P. F. Smitll, who recommended, October 7, 1849, against 
establishing a permanent United States military post at Fort Hall , noted that most of the 
emigrant traffic (which such a fort was intended to protect) already was using Hud­
speth's Cutoff instead. For several years, Hudspeth's route served, for practical 
purposes, as the main California Trail for the northern tf'Jllic. Oregon-bound emigrants 
who used the southern Applegate route also tended to take Hudspeth's tl'"'Jil . Whether 
or not it was much of a cutoff, measured in time or in energy, Hudspeth's route at le'Jst 
gained general acceptance. But after emigrant raJds fell into disuse , modern highways 
followed very little of Hudspeth's route. On that account , a trip over present-day roads 
that genemlly approxinlate the whole cutoff runs about 125 miles in length. 

Because most forty-niners were in a hurry, tlley tended to travel faster than earlier 
parties but still utilized popular camping sites. Many forty-niners also made use of the 
trading posts founded by earlier travelers, and they maintained good tl'"Jde rei3tions 
with the lndians.84 Some who found wagons too slow traded for p'Jck horses at Fort 
Bridger or Fort Hall. 

Nelson Wheeler Whipple in 1850 nlade note of the liller being left behind by many 
emigrants. Some articles, no doubt, remained from the previous year. 

_ The distribution ofproperty on the plains this year was tmmense itl COIlSe­
quence of tbe mucb sickness 4nd so many starting out wbo did not know allythtllg 
about wbat they needed on sucb a trip or bow long tbey could get along best. Jam 
speaking of the Gentiles. Wagons, cbairs, beds, sbirts, quilts, pants, tools of every 
description, kegs barrels etc. were strewn along in great abundance. J saw twelve 
rifle barrels tn one place that bad been broken and beat and the stocks knocked off 
to preventtbe Mormons.from being benefited by tbem.85 

Although often ill prepared for the rigors of the journey and sometin1es ridiculed 
by the more serious-minded emigrants for Lheir haste and waste, the forty-niners 
nevertheless llad a tremendous impact on later emigr.llion movements to the West 
Coast. TIley had an unusual adventure on their way to California. Between running 
into deep mid-July snowdrifts blocking Lheir route near South Pass and crossing deserts 
wllike anytlling they had encountered before, they had a variety of experience Liley 
had not entirely antiCipated. After 1849, heavy tr-Jtric made their C;tlifomia TI'"Jil into a 
great national highway. 



CALIFORNIA NATIONAL IDSTORIC TRAIL 

Separation of Trails 
to Granite Pass 
Maps 63-70 

Many of lhe California-bound emigrants shared lhe roUle with lhe Oregon-bound 
emigrants until lhey reached lhe Raft River Crossing. At !his point, lhe California-bound 
emigrants separated and followed lhe Raft River Valley toward Granite Pass. Along !his 
route, lhe Ctty of Rocks were a much noted and popular landmark and camping area. 

The Granite Pass route had been used by Peter Skene Ogden's Hudson's Bay 
Company Snake Brigade in 1826 and was rediscovered by Joseph B. Oliles in 1842. 
In 1843, Oliles led a small group west to California. At Fort Laramie, lhey engaged 
Joseph R Walker for $300 to act as a guide. At Fort Halllhe party splil up. Chiles and 
thirteen men were to go ahead to Fon Boise, lhe only place lhey could obtain supplies 
sufficient to get everyone through, and lhen head soulhwest looking for a northern 
route around California's Sierra Nevada range. Walker guided a group of 21 up Raft 
River and through Granite Pass. The plan had been for Oliles to send provisions to 
lhe laner group from California, but !his connection was never made. Walker's faction 
were forced to abandon lheir wagons just short of lheir goal, but lhey did manage 
to make it around lhe Sierra range through Walker's Pass on December 3, 1843. 

The following year, Elisha Stevens and his party accomplished what lhe two 
previous California expeditions had deemed feasible but were unable to achieve; 
lhey took wagons alllhe way to California. Stevens' party, in addition, managed to 
open Sublene's Cutoff to wagon traffiC and pioneered a route through Donner Pass. 
Untillhe opening of Hudspeth's Cutoff in 1849, lhe majorily of California-bound 
emigrants followed lhe Oregon Trail to Raft River. They then headed soulhwest up 
lhe river, through Granite Pass into Nevada, and on to California through Donner Pass 
or (in 1848) Oliles' superior Carson route. After 1843 until 1848, lhe majorily of lhe 
California-bound emigrants followed !his route. When additional routes were opened 
after 1848, the Raft River route continued to attract a sizeable percentage of lhe 
Californ.ia-bound emigrants. In 1992, Public Law 102-328 established the California 
National Historic Trail to identify and protect all routes and cutoffs of lhe California 
Trail. The development of a comprehensive management plan has been assigned as a 
Dep-Jrtment of the Interior responsibility. 
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Granite Pass. (larry R.jones, Idaho State Htstorical Society) 

LEGEND 

Emigrant Trail (Visible) 
Emigrant Trail (Possible Route, not visible) 

• Historic Site or Landmark 
_ Public Lands Administered by BLM 

f'2ZZZ) Slate of Idaho Lands 
~ U.S. Forest Service 
E::':=l Other Federal Lands 
Scale: 1 Inch to 1 Mile 

Please Respect PriViUe Property Rights 



Modem irrigatioo rrelOOds have aIused 
sane c:i this fonrerly arrl deseJ1 land 10 be 
mwerted inlO fanTlS. 1k juoctioo c:i the 
Oregon Trail :m:t Califania Trail is located in 
SecOOn 12, TI~, RllE. Here emigrants 
faced the c/ri:e c:i cootinuing on to Oregon 
a- turning south (0 California. Wheeled­
vehde traffic 10 Califania f~ used the rotte 
in 1843. Remnan1s c:i lxxh trails are st.i1l 
visible at the jun<1Ol. 

- Henry Tappan - july 23, 1849. 
At noon crossed Ford Creek & at nigbt 
reached Raft Rtwr & encamped. Grass 
good. At thts point the two tratls diverge 
for CAlifornta & 0reg0Tl. We met bere 
quite a tratn taking the Oregon Trail, 
mostly fa mtJtes.iI6 

_ Margaret A. Erin • . July 15, 
1850. . .. and tn eigbt miles came to Raft 
River, a small stream tbat flowed from the 
mountains on our /eft. Here the roads fork 
again, the rigbt-band one turning off 
nortbta!Sterly towards Oregon, wbile we 
took the left-band one, going southwesterly 
towards Californta, /eavillg Snake Riwr, . 
and trawling up Raft River .... 87 

Visible remnanlS across public lands 
have been marked by the BLM . . Trails 
West, Inc. has marked the roule of the 
California Trail from the junction 10 las­
sen's Meadows (Rye Palch Reservoir) on 
the Humboldt River in Nevada. They have 
inslalled 67 markers along this roule. A 
description of the trail and location of the 
markers can be found in Emigrant Tratls 
West, compiled by Devere and Helen 
Helfrich and Thomas H. Hunl (Klamath 
Falls, Ore~n: Craft Printers, Inc., 1984). 

Raft River Valley. (Peter M. Laudeman, Bureau of Land Management, 1989) 
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City of Rocks just south oj upper Raft River Valley, several days ' travel from the Separation 
of Trails. (limy R.jones, Idaho State Historical Society) 
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Deep-well irrigation has transfonned 
fonner rangeland into cultivated farms. 
The construction of Interstate 84 has also 
contributed to the demise of visible traces. 
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Em tgrants jouneyed up the featureless Raft Rtwr Valley before reachtng the spectacular 
City of Rocks. (.Lar.ry R. jones, Idaho State Historical Society) 

\1 \1' (,i 

The Lrail continues in a southwesterly 
direction across rangeland and irrigaled 
fields. 

_ James A. Pritchard -July 4 
1849. Our course tms sltll up raft river, 
and we crossed it the last Itme at 4 PM. 
We conltnued some 4 ms & found a 
splendid spring [McClendon Sprinp) that 
burst out.from the base of the Mts, where we 
found fine grass sktrttng the margtn of the 
spring branch whtch sunk in about 400 
yards. The Grass tms to my waist and of 
an exe/ent quality. It tms one mtJe to the 
right of the road and had not been 
discovered by any previous Emegrants. 

The BLM recreation site al McOendon 
Spring conlains three picnic spots and 
one campsile. There is no potable waler 
and only a primitive rest room. Please 
cany OUI trash. 

Thts tms trnly an Oasis in the dessert.88 
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After a California rancher senled in the 
area in 1871 , Mormon slockraisers 
foUowed in 1873. Elba , founded in 1880, 
became a Mormon ranching center. Aside 
from some cultivated fields in Elba Basin 
the area remains ranching country. ' 
Hudspeth's Cutolf jo ins the California Trail 
in Section 20 along the Cassia Creek 
bottoms. MoS( remnants of the trails have 
been destroyed, but a few scattered 
remnants are still visible where the 1I3il 
avoids the creek bottoms. 
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_ Byron N. McKinstry - August 

2, 1850. In the N.E. I can see the dust 
rlsing in a great many places in a line ttli it 
seems to meet our rout ahead. This must 
be OIl Headspeth s cut off though we did 
not expect to come to it so soon. Ca me to 
the creek at the junction of Headspeth cut 
off 12 miles. Tbis makes according to my 
countJrom Ft. Hall 79 miles. From the 
other end of the cut off 142 m. According 
to the guide (Wears) 129 miles. According 
to dIStances given by Traders, 140 m., utz. 
~ to Ft. Hall, 60 to Raft River, 24 to cut off. 
lbere appears to be a great difference of 



epttlion tn regard to the 1I'II!riL5 if the tllX) 

rouIS. On the uiJoie I think the CUkff to be 
some the nearest and abouJ as good grass but 
IW"Se mountains. It ClfP!01S thai mast baw 
made the time quicker on the Cut cff than by 
R. Hall... . We can sttJJ see .snouy Mts. orl both 
sides if us. tbe grass t1{.{>WJrs sborter stnce the 
roads baw come together. B9 

_ EUsba Douglass Perlttns -

August 14, 1849. We bad been told and 
bad seen notes and cards stating the same 
thing thaI 11 UKlS 100 miles to the Humboldl 
River Jrom the commencemenl if this cut 
off /Hudspethl. As we bad travelled thaI 
distance on 11 we were in bopes IcxJay to see 
that famous river arid camp on its banks 
tontgbt .. .. judge our disappointment and 
beartsinktng to learn after a bard morn­
ing s trawlling on reaching 'the row of 
trees ' thaI we were on the bead of Raft 
River, and that il was 130 mt/es yet 10 the 
Humboldt.'- . . II took us sometime to recon­
die ourselves 10 being thus set back' in our 
calculattons and we began to beltelX! thaI 
this is indeed a long road and almasl 
end/ess ... camped. .. dtrectly cwostte wbere 
the Fort Hall road coming down the btll 
untIeS with the CUI-ojJ.5XJ 

The !rail continues south paralleling a 
paved highway through Upper Raft River 
Valley ranching land. Discontinuous 
remnants are visible in sections 20, 31, 
and 6. 

_ Waleeman Bryarty -July 19, 
1849. With cbarming spirits we renewed 
our journey this morning. 'Ibe road still 
continued between tbe two mountains for 
4 mt/es, wben we emerged into an open 
plain wbich was a marshy valley.... 'Ibe 
road bere runs south. AC1ll5S the other side 
if the valley wbich we passed, we distinctly 
saw the dust arising asJrom a road. 'Ibis 
excited our curtostty very much to know 
were this road could comeJrom. From 
some emtsrants recrutttng al Swamp Creek 
we learned it was the roadfrom Sail Lake.91 
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TIle trail passes lhrough the Monnon­
settled town of Almo before turning west 
and entering the City of Rocks. The Salt 
lake Alternate joins with the main lI:1il in 
Section 24, n6s, R23E. Beginning in 
1869, the Kelton Road followed the route 
of the Salt Lake A1lernate, and remnants of 
the City of Rocks stage station are still 
visible in Section 24. City of Rocks was a 
major point of interest for emigrants, as 
was Twin Sisters for those who came by 
Salt Lake. This National Historic land­
mark takes in a large area, including 
several sets of exceptional emigrant road 
remnants. Portions of the trails in 
Pinnade Pass and Emigrant Canyon 
present a fme tesla01ent to the many 
wagons that traversed through the area. 
On November 18, 1988, President Ronald 
Reagan signed inlO law legislation creating 
a National Historic Reserve for the Cily of 
Rocks area. The National Park Service is 
rurrently preparing a management plan, 
and the area will receive protection of the 
resources and national recognition. 

_ WaltemanBryarly-]uly19,1849. 

7be rood lies lx!tuam ~h & Immense rt.dy 
mounJatns, wIJh not a particle if herl:x.l(l,e (K 

wgetation upon them, but ~ uiJtJe & 
smooIh upon tbeir swjace. jusI CffXEIk! to 

uhere UX! erzcarnpai UXJS one uiJich struck us 
as parttcuJarly curious. It UXJS a peifect face 
upon the highest clflJ around.... tbe rood 
conttnuai belta?en these & aroond these rocky 
ptles but the road itself was good. You can 
imagine among these massiw ptles, church 

I~")i I 
) 

\ 

M ,.... 
,... .... _,-, a. 
-:---n--'::...j '" 

~F~~~~~-=~~~~ 
c 
o 
'6' 

~ ____ ~ ____________ -L ______ ~~ 

. R. 23 E. R. 24 E . 

89 

City of Roc~ National Resene. 

AOJOIns IVICl~ 0 I 

L ' .. t 
L .. 

\ '\.- , 
, ~)" I"" 

~I ,' I -

MAP 68 



Ctty of Rocks looIttng southtreSt along the Caltfornta 'Irati toward Pinnacle Pass. 
(Larry R.jolles, Idaho State HtslOrlcal Society, May 1984) 

domes, sptres, pyramids, &c., & in fact, wtth 
a little fancytng you can sre fanything/from 
the Capitol at Washington to a lowly 
thatched cottage. Four miles brought us to 
the coming in oj the Mormon Road. Hal! fa} 
mile before strlktng II we passed thT'0U8h a 
narrow pass oj rock, just wide enough for 
the trugons, & whtcb evidently has been 
nwJe lJy some adventurers before us. Three 
miles farther we came to another valley.92 

_ Margaret A. Frlnll . July 17, 

1850. Thts morning we started early, at 
half past five 0 'clock, and nearly all day 
traveled over rough roads. During the 
forenoon we passed through a stone vtlltJge 
composed oj huge, tsoltJted rocks of various 
and singultJr shapes, some resembling 

cottages, others steeples and domes. It ts 
called 'Ctty oj Rocks, ' but I think the name 
'Pyramid Ctty' more suitable. It ts a 
sublime, strange, and UXJndeiful scene -
one ojnature's most tnteresting works. The 
Salt lake road, whtcb turned off between 
Dry Sandy and Lillie Sandy, and whtcb we 
passed on the twenty-stxth day oj june, 
rejoins our road at thts point. The altiJude 
oj Pyramid Ctty ts.five thousand nine 
hundred seventy-ftve feet, being the highest 
point between the top oj the Bear River 
Range and where the emtgrant road 
crosses the Sien"a Nevada. Eight mtlesfrom 
Pyramid Ctty we recrossed, going south­
treSt, the forty-second parallel of latitude, 
wbicb we had crossed going north, on tbe 
eighth day of june, near Fortlaramie.93 
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Ctty oj Rocks. (larry R. jones, Idaho State fItstorlcal Society, 1986) 

_ Byron N. MCKinstry· August 

3, 1850. There ts a high sno10' mountain 
in front and high hills on each side. 
Crossed the 'creek and Ie.ft it on the right, 
and lJy an easy ascent reached a summit 
and as gradually descended to a valley of 
sage and sand sloptng to the South FAst, the 
streams runntng toward the Salt lake and 
either emptying tnto jJ or lostng themsell.X!S 
in the pltJtn. Considerable grass in strips 
where we n()(med and we can sre the Salt 
lake Road to the South FAst. In the 
ajtemoon we crossed tUXJ divides. Passed 
some biBh tsoltJted granate hills or peaks, 
many of them rlsingfrom a level pltJin an 
hundred or more feet . They are in curious 
shapes resembling spires, towers, forts, &c. 

One on the road ts lvell covered wtth names 
and surrounded with a grassy.field. 
Springs issutng from near the foot . To the 
right these hills form a mountain range 
wtth high peaks of tbe same kind. The 
grarUlte ts much decomposed, the earth 
mostly composed of the debrts and at the 
foot oj the peaks qutte coarse. I think that 
sO'me call these Chapel Rocks. They are at 
the junction of the Salt lake & Ft. flail 
roads. Among the granatic gravel I notice 
specks of tstn-gm which some among us 
imagine to be gold.!H 



_ Wa.4Ieman Bryarly -july 19, 1849_ 
7hrrx! Miles farther ue came to another vaJJey. 
Four miles ac1lX5 tbt5 ue encompwJ under a 
mounJatn. We foond here a pIea5ant stream if 
Imler, and good grass. 95 

_ ByrOfl N. McKinstry - August 

4, 1850. Pleasant and warm. We lay by 
today on tolerable grass. Have excellent 
UK-Her and pasable willow our only wood. 
1be valley uiJ1ch slopes to the s.E. ts some 4 
miles wide and I think communicates WUh 
those we crooed yesterday. It Is striped 
with strips if grass and willow bordered 
streams, only the one on uiJtch we camped 
affording water as far down the valley as 
the road. The springs from the snow clad 
hills uiJtcb enutTOn thts romanttc spot 
losing themselves in the arid plain before 
they reach the principal stream oj the 
valley. But as far as they go they imparl 
life to vegetation, their green stripe 
extending beyond their present IimtJs shows 
that earlier in the season they conveyed 
more water.96 
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Crossing Jun<1ion Valley, California 
Trail wagons had a dear, unobslrU<1ed 
approach to Granite Pass. A ranching 
conunuoity later grew up along the route 
at Moulton, which was abandoned years 
ago. Later, Kelton Road stage and freighl 
traffic also had a clear route north through 
Lyman Pass and on down Birch Creek. 
Some sholt discontinuous segments of the 
trail are still visible. When the sun is 

positioned correctly, one can pick up the 
route of the trail as it heads across 
Junction VaUey toward Granite Pass. 

Granite Pass (elevation 6,960 feet), 
winding through a narrow valley between 
Middle Mountain (elevation 7,590 feet) 
and Twin Peaks (elevation 8,584 feet) , 
offered pra<1ical emigrMlt road access 
from Raft River to Goose Creek, whjch 
flows north from Nevada. An open route 
to a decent Humboldt River passage 
across northern Nevada ran froln uttle 

o " roo-
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Goose Creek to Thousand Springs Valley. 
No truly pra<1ical California Trail route 
south of Granite Pass was available. Pony 
Express and stage stations provided a 
more direct route across Utah inlO Nevada 
after 1860, but tl13t alternative had to be 
developed Emigrant roads had to begin 
as nafural roads witll sufficient water, 
wood, and grazing to permjt livestock to 
SlOp no more tl13n a long day's trip from a 
previous campground. Those essenLials 
were absent in Utah and Nevada south of 
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Granite Pass. As a resull , California traffic 
going west by Salt Lake City had to return 
north to Idaho in order to continue into 
Nevada. This long detour discouraged 
traffic across that longer alternate route, 
though n13ny went tlut way 10 obtain 
supplies at Salt Lake Gty. 

The descent from Granite Pass to 
Birch Creek was very treacherous, and 
fl13fly had 10 lock tlle wheels on their 
wagons and lower tl1em by means of 
chains and ropes. 
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Excelleru remnan15 are still visible as 
the trail descends 10 Birch Creek, and they 
have been marked. A Boy SeoUl marker 
and a Trails Wesl marker inclicate the 
general vicinity where the emigran15 
reached Birdl Creek. Nearly two miles of 
excellenl remnants remam visible between 
Birch Creek and Goose Creek, and they 
have been marked. A Trails West marker 
denOles where the trail encounlers the 
Goose Creek Road. 

Granie Pass is lisled in the NatmaI 
~ ci llilcric Places. Sore of the ~bIi: 
larrls are marked for no vehide (r,lVei. 

TIle Califomia Trail roule from Granite 
Pass to Goose Creek has been designated 
an Area of Critical Environmerual Concern 
by the Burley Distrid of the Bureau of 
Land Management. The Cassia Resource 
Management Plan recognized the inlpor­
lance of the historic resources on approxi­
mately 200 acres and the relationship 10 

the senlemeru of California. 

_ James A PrItchard -July 8, 
1849. Our corse stnce noon bas bren over 
broken ridges & steep j)rectptces. We had to 
ease our wagons down some of these btlls 
by band. At 7 P M ue reached the vally of 
Goose Creek. We found severeltratns & 
some packers encamped bere. We passed 
them some V2 mile and encamped for the 
night. It Is on this creek, that a Mormon 
Ut:IS said to baw found Gold last year.97 

_ Peter Ded.er·july 5, 184.9. I.eft 
am1jJ at 5 o'clock & passwJ W!r a desolate 101 if 
biJ/s that uere ury s/i£fJ. 1be sun ury uaml & 
Jam laWz & umwU. Noon on boIIom near a 
IilJIe stream UX:! called Goa;e Crrek.911 
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SALT lAKE ALTERNA1E: CALIFORNIA NATIONAL lDSTORIC TRAIL 

Utah State Line 
to City of Rocks 
Maps 71-73 

Some forty-niners foUowed the Mormon Trail inlO Sail Uike and rerumed 10 Walker's 
regular 1843 California Trail al City of Rocks.99 Samuel). Hensley, a New Mexico 
trapper who had gone with Joseph B. allies 10 California in 1843, had developed a 
passable Sall U1ke roule in 1848. Leaving a larger California \rain with a party of len 
soldiers (or former soldiers) al Independence Rock on July 11, Hensley encounlered no 
serious trouble unti1 he tried Hastings' Cutoff wes( of Salt U1ke. There his party got 
hopelessly mired down without food and water (except for salt waler) for forty eight 
hours. Returning 10 Salt U1ke, his crew resupplied their pack train and headed directly 
for Raft River and City of Rocks. Thus Hensley had been forced 10 fmd a practical 
alternate route for California wagon traffic from Sall Uike west through Granite Pass. 
There he caught up with his original party, August 17. He had come farther and had 
lost time, but his Fort HaU associates had enjoyed a more leisurely trip. Their ox learns 
could not keep up with a pack train anyway. 

Hensley's route was opened to wagon traffic in September 1848 by Samuel 
Thompson's crew of Monnon Banalion members on their way to Salt Uike from 
California. Meeting this party in Nevada on August V, Hensley explained how "he had 
got defeated in attempting to take Hastings Cutoff and had turned back but by doing so 
discovered this new roule and found it to be much nearer than Hastings ... ." Thompson 
now planned to follow Hensley's Sall lake allernale as preferable 10 a long delour 10 

Fort Hall. Then his detadunen1 met Joseph R. Otiles on August 29. Otiles (on his fifth 
overland excursion in only eight years) suggested thaI Thompson could save still more 
distance by employing John Bidwell's 1841 roule, which ran more directly 10 Sall Uike. 
Heading on, Thompson's Mormon party dispalched scouts 10 find Otiles' 1841 shortcut. 
This effort lotally failed. ThaI proved 10 be fortunale, because no practical wagon road 
was available south of Granite Pass. After several days' search, Thompson's band went 
through Granile Pass 10 Cily of Rocks, where Addison Pratt named Ihe Twin Sislers on 
September 15. Then they look their wagons along Hensley's roule 10 Sall Uike. 1OO 

93 

I3ccause they were tile in the season, tl1eir new road did not receive any trJffic unlil 
Ihe fuUowing year. Enlering Idaho just wes( of Snowville, Utah, this allernale led in a 
general northwesl direction 10 Cily of Rocks, where it joined the California Trail . Smce 
1\ was a much longer roule, it did not receive a large volume of \raffic; the forty-niners 
were anxious 10 reach California al tl1e earliest possible dale. 

Repltea of a typical emigrant wagon on display at the Bureau of land Management 
National Historic Oregon Trail Center, Flagstaff Hill. HaW- City, Oregon. (Dantel j. 
Hutcblson, Bureau of land Management, 1992) 
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Emigrant Trail (Visible) 
Emigranl Trail (Possible Roule, nOI visible) 

• Historic Sile or Landmark 
_ Public Uinds Adminislered by BLM 

~ Stale of Idaho Uinds 
c==::J U.S. Foresl Service 
~ Other Federal lands 
Scale: 1 Incb to 1 Mile 
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The Sall Lake Allernale heads northwest 
10 a Raft River crossing across rangehnd. 
A varianl roule heads in a more westerly 
direaion. In 1869, Kelton stage and freighl 
traffic began uulizing !he roules. Good 
remnants are still visible. Some of !he pub­
lic land segments have been marked 10 

p-ohibil vehicle travel on !he emigranl 
trail roule 10 help prOlecI historic evidence. 
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'lhe Salt Lake Alternate passes through 
TIle Narrows of Raft River and enters the 
Upper Raft River Valley. A variant route 
continues toward Granite Pass south of 
the main trail . Kelton stage and freight 
trafL.:: utilized the route between 1869 and 
1882. Good remnants of the trails are 
visible and have been marked. 

" \" . &.'.' 7:1 '" ·.:,i,., .~ ~ . .' ~ 

lhe roote joins wih the main Califania 
Trail SUJth ci the Twin SlJ , l~ in Sertro 24. 
The Ciy ci R<X:ks ~~ ~to1, a rome 
statril 00 the Keltoo, Utah-to-Boise ~ge 
lire, is located in Sectrin' 1 lu..mnans ci the 
00ild.ings are 5lil1 extaa and an exrel.lert 

v);w ci Twin Sisters C\11 be 
otxained fran the site. Exrel.ler1 
remnants ci (I~ lrJiIs are visible and 
have been marked. 11'.c site of the 
~ge &aOOn is )OClted 00 pivate 
laOO, rut the area is iocIuded in the 
lnlirluies ci the newly created 
Ciy ci Reds Nat.ma.l neserve. 
Exrel.lert !US can be v~ where 
California Trail tr.Iffic ~ through 
Pinnacle Pass, which is stuued ~ 
~ of the Twin Sisters. 

Ctty of Rocks Sta8" ~;illt(JlI, looktng northwest to Twtn Ststers. (limy R.jones. 
Idaho State Htsforical Society) 
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_ James Mason Hulcblngs -
September 14, 184.9. We uere early tn the 
saddle Ihfs mmltng, and passing through a 
m/ber barren kind of country we made 
'Staple Rocks 'fourteen miJesfrom camp 
u.here at a .fine spring and good grass. we ted 
dinner. Here the old Fen HaJJ road, and the 
Sail w}.,J Ctly road. come~. Steeple 
Rocks /ooI;R/ to me trI01f! like battered and 
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stam -imIen ole li;;bthUUil!S than steeples. 
Hen! ;.: e ru?r'tOdl a comlxmy uho uere 
aixlru.·" ntng their ~ons, and like us. 
fXJCktng· '/bey made us a {m!SenJ if a sadz if 
!xmolt:, uhich uru IRT)' a.ccepIabIe. as, from 
the sti;.Jburous unplea.stJntness if the water alJ 
the way from Salt I.ab:! 0Iy, Ire bad used our.; 

arul nY1uced OUT stock if that article. WI 



HEALTII-REIATED PROBLEMS ON TIlE EMIGRANT TRAIIB 

By Dr. Peter 01ch 

A remarkabk: amount of disease and traUJ1la plagued the emigrants. It is 
estimated that in 1850 alone 55,000 individuals traveled the overland route 
through South Pass. Such vast numbers of :lIlimals anJ humans passing 
over the same trails and camping at the same locations with minimal 

:-.ani13ry precautions made contamination of water and soil inevitable. Many persons 
were drowned while fording rivers and stream\ and deaths and injuries from a variety 
of causes Were common. An exaJ1lination of Ihe journals kept by overland emigrants 
clearly demonstrates the hazards of life on Ihe trail. l tll 

A few wagon trains included a physician, but the vast IllajorilY relied on a supply of 
palenl medicines and domeslic medicine lexlS such as the popular books wrillen hy 
William 13uchan and John Gunn.IU.I Wagon Ira ins withoul a phYSician often endeavored 
to keep near Ihose trains Ihal did have doclors. By most accounls physicians on Ihe 
Irail were mosl generous with their lime, even when oveIWorked. Occasionally a 
physician was all business and charged hard cash before Ireatment. Some physicians 
painted signs on rocks and graveslones advertising Iheir services. Compared to 
weslbound wagon Irains of previous years, the gold rush caravans of 1849 and 1850 
included a proportionately high percentage of physicians. In Ihose saIlle years, cholera 
was especially prevalent, and several physicians nOled in Iheir journals and lellers thaI 
Ihey prescribed for as many as 300 cases on Ihe Irail. 

Mililary POSIS along Ihe trail frequently became havens of medical care. Sick 
emigrants were often abandoned along the Irail and had to be broughl in by the 
soldiers; others were left at the posts without means or friends 10 lend them. In 1852 
the Surgeon General conunenled in his annua l report upon Ihe slrain Ihese practices 
placed on Ihe medical personnel at the fronlier poSIS: 

_ II is I/eedless 10 say Ihal addi/ional mell call1/O/ be de/ailed /0 meellhese 
exlreme cases, f or al Ihe lillie frol/tier slaliollS Ihere are 1/01 men to spare from other 
indispellsable duties 10 allmld Upoll extra sick mell, al/d, besides, Ihe commallciallt of 
the post willllOt, if he call, detail soldiers for hospilal allelic/allis beyolld Ihe IlUmber 
al/ollled by reg /llatiol/ for Ihe mililary commalld proper; su that, if the emiwwLl or 
other citizel/ receives proper I/ursillg, he must obtaill it from the extraordillary 
exel1iollS of aile or more soldiers, who have already Iheir full measure of irksome allli 
sometimes loathsome duty to perfonnw , 

In I hI..· J1lid 19th n :ntury on the MiJweslern pbins, choler:I, typhoid fever, malaria, 
pneumonia, and silla llpox were the prevai ling dist.:ast.:s. In :Iddition, diphtheria look a 
panicularly Ilea y toll of children; hardly a famil y escaped it. Malaria was the most 
prev;]lent disease and ca used many dealhs aillong Ihe yuung. Pneumonia was a 
comlllon ca use of death among older people. Typhoid epidemics were vt.:ry CO I1lJ1l0n, 
and most coml1lunities had Iyphoid fever eVt.:IY 1':.111. Ont.: L!ctur conlrihuting towa rd 
illness was lowered vitality broughl 3bout by improper c1uthing, exposure, and 
unbalanced ralions. 

Many of Ihe emigranls were fanners from Ihe Midwest. Other:-., panicubrly the 
Mormon emigrants, came from overseas and began Iheir cross-counlry trek :.Ifler a 
prolonged and crowded ocean voyage. Many were in poor he:.lhh ewn before they 
starled Iheir hazardous overland journey. Citrus fruils :.lIld vt.:gelahles, as wdl a:-. eggs 
and milk prooucls, were in velY shon supply on the tr:lil. There were, of course, Glse:-. 
of scurvy and olher forms of malnulrilion. One physiCian in 1850 suggesled five fal·turs 
contributing to poor he:.lhh: the high saline and alkaline contenl of the water; con­
sumplion of fish ; poor preparalion of camp fOod, "often a perfect mass of indigeslihle 
fillh , too crude even for the slomach of :.In oSlrich;" chilly nighl walches and sleeping 
on cold , wet ground; and constanl hard and exhausting toil. III) Other re:.lsons for poor 
health frequenlly mentioned :.Ire hoileJ heans, rancid hacon, buffalo meal ealen 
immedi:.ltely :.Ifter the chase, b ck of fruits and veget:.lhles, and lung-dlOking dusl. 

The dust generated by Ihe moving wagons cerlainly had 10 he ont.: of the must 
irritating experiences endured by Ihe travelers. ·The alkali dust wa:-. said to blisler 
and blolch the lips :.Ind irrit;] le the eyes, nose, throat, and lungs; eliligranis Iud 10 eal , 
drink, and hrealhe il. Anolher greal source of discolllfol1 , to huth man and hc~lst , was 
Ihe mosqu itoes: 

_ We {Ire lIear beillR eatell aliue by the lI10squitusl 71)el"l.' are thous{//uts 0/ 

Ihem buzzill!!, a/xilityolir eyes which makes aile a/most j;alltic .. .. !lIear Coos£' 
Creek} Ne['(!r i OIl ' Slid} dustl fli some ploces it II las actlla/~J' to the top r!l the 
lorell iheek' hlle lI'hite dust, mOT"(! like jlour. Our mell II >ere (/ pel/eet ji~~ht, heill!!, 
Iilem/~J' w l'ered 1I 'lIh il Our poor allimals sl(t~erl!d aloll!!, tbroll.~b the hlil/{/il/!!, 
dust, colI!!.hill!!. al ellery step. Illf, 

Trail accidents were plenliful. The di:.l ries t.:xa mined indiC:ile th:1l being crusht.:J hy 
wagon wheels was the most common an·ident. Then camt.: :.Iccidelllal :-.hootings, injulY 
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<r death fmn ~, am drowniogs. After tPese four causes of maiming and killing, 
there were death from IOOrin anacks am mwder anUJg the emigranlS themselves. 

An impressive number of men, women, and children were severely injured or died 
as a resull of being caughl in or falling under the large wheels of the emigranl wagons: 

_ A child feD from one if the ~ons and iJ ran CU?r his breast and one ann, but the 
ground bet118 sift wulemealb the wbt£{, he UXlS 7101 kiJJaJ though taW! up senseless. 107 

Mr. CoIlins'son Geage, about six yrurs old, feD from the tmgon and the wheels mn ow­
his hood, killing him instanJJy.l08 

RciJert Gardner's roy died from tnjury recetwd by betng nm CU?r by a heavy /ooded 
~on. 109 

We s/(fp!d our teams for tha;e uiJo treTf! ahead if us as}a;efiJ UXlS tn the aa if 
jumping ouJ if the ~on. He feD doom tn jronJ if the fmvard wheel and iJ grazed his hip 
and nm car his ann retuam the elbow and his shoulder. It fJrr:k his ann short off. We set 
iJ to the rest if our ability. 110 

A child about three )mrs old ... whtJe tn the ad if taktng tJ ouJ if the tmgon, UXlS let faD 
and both ~on wheels passed O/£r tis body. It di«J tTl about eif5ht hours. 111 

Wont UXlS passed that a uxmum had mm accIderItaJ/y nm CU?r and ktJJed instanJJy .... 
The uxmum UXlS getting doom from the mwt118 t£btc/e, her c/otbtTIg caught on the 1:JraJ?£­
rod and she UXlS throum .fmvard belleaJh the uiJre/H2 

The emigrants were heavily anned with rifles, shotguns, and revolvers 10 defend 
themselves and 10 shoot wild game, particularly buffalo. Far 100 often, however, they 
injured or killed themselves instead. Many were not accustomed 10 the use of firearms, 
and the weapons most of them carried were of poor quality and deficient in safety 
mechanisms. 

_ Baley shot whtle walking through camp by accidental discharge of a gun from 
a wagon. He hued about one hour.I1J 

Mr. Frr!dertckJones of our company was accidentally shot in his /ower parts as he 
was trytng to melt the baD in his gun .... Frr!dertckJones died in the ajternoon.114 

There was a man shot htmself through accident by taking his gun out of the 
wagon. It sbot him througb the head wtth two barrels and be died instantly.115 

When Bovee stO<Ped to scalp the animal, bis revolver fell from the bolster hilting a 
rock and shooting him througb the heart. He lived only afew minutes. He leaves a 
wtfe and two childrenH6 
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Stampeding livestock also look their loll of lives and physical property. 

- Jraveled six miles to the grave of Sister Hawkes who was killed by a stampede of 
the teams in a company in advance of us. 117 

... one day there came a stampede and our oxen became frightened and they 
rushed together, one outJit crashing into the other.... Some of the wagons were broiY!n 
and a few of our number hurt and one man killed. 118 

(124 miles west of Green river} Between eleven and twelve a 'clock our callie 
scared at some loose hOTSes belonging to another train . About twenty five teams ran 
away upsetting and breaking wagons, running over men, women, and children. 
Mrs . Townsend from Monroe, Iowa UXlS dangerously wOLl1uted. Wilson Scott had a 
broken leg Mrs . Hoover's head was bruised. ... Ibomas Paul's child died last night 
and Mrs. Townsend who was so seriously hurt in the stampede died about twelve 
o'clock today.119 

Drownings were common al the river fords. In allempling 10 swim Ihe stock 
across, emigrJnlS often got entangled with their aninuls and were puUed under by 
strong currenls: 

_ There was a man drowned in Buffalo Creek, he was intoxicated - drove ill 
where the banks UK!Tf! full aruJ horses and wagon and man went down. 120 

The extenl of Indian attacks on overhnd travelers has been greatly exaggeraled 
NOlwilhstanding the facI thaI nearly 400 emigranls were killed by Indians in tile first 
twenly years of overland travel, and Ihal Indian begging and thievery were traveling 
nuisances, Indian tribes provided travelers with information, foodstuffs , clothing, 
equipmenl, horses, and canoeing and swimming skills. III 

The most common causes of mayhem and murder on the trail were robbery and 
unleashed antagonism caused by small personal differences thaI were gready magnified 
by the strain of overland travel. Frontier justice was rapid. 

_ A man was killed by one oj his oum men that he was taking . He cut his throat 
most from ear to ear and took his money. After they caught him .. . he had his trial 
and was hung the next day. He was swung off a mule under the ga/lows.122 



Other trauma cited in the diaries included deaths by lightning and gunpowder 
explosion, fractures from a variety of causes, and bums. 

It is useful 10 undersrand Ihe disease theories thaI prevailed in the early 19th cen­
tury. Mosl infeclious diseases were considered miasmatic diseases, thaI is, diseases 
produced by the accumulalion of bad smelling, decaying animal or vegelable mailer 
thaI poisoned the armosphere. Human excrela and other human wastes were thoughl 
hazardous because of the accumulation of odoriferous marter in which pestilential 
malerial fermented. Specific agents of infection were unknown, as were the concepls 
of transmission of infection through waler and conlamination of food through handling. 
No one yel underSlood the role of intermediale hoSlS such as mosquiloS, flies, body 
lice , and ticks. 

The main cause of morbidity and mortality on the trail was infectious disease. NO! 
surprisingly, gastrointestinal problems headed the tist. The diet and particularly the 
primitive sanirary conditions thaI affeded food handling and waler supply led 10 

numerous cases of unspecified diarrhea, dysentery, and "fever and bowel complaint." 
One can be certain thaI typhoid fever and bacillary dysentery were well represenled. 

Emigrant grave near Mountain Home, Idaho. (Walter H. Meyer, Jr., Bureau of Land 
Management) 
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Giardiasis was probably among the infeclious dianheas suffered by the emigrants. 
TIlis protozoan parasite can cause an acute or chronic gastroinlestinal infeclion Ihat 
mimics the bacterial diseases .. II is the most common paraSitic disease in the Uniled 
Slates loday and is prevalenl anlong the residents of and travelers to the Rocky 
Mounlain slales. 

On 3 nwnbcr of occasions cholera swepl along Ihe trail and .laid waste the caravans. 
Most likely transponed from New Orleans via Mississippi and Missouri river steamboals, 
il was Ihe mosl dramalic and terrifying disease on the trails. An individual could 
develop the first symploms in the morning and be dead by evening. Entire families 
were exterminated. A classic case of cholera was a dramatic event for all involved. 
The patient firsl noticed a sHghl fullness in the abdomen and loss of appelite. Then his 
hands and feet became cold, and in some cases he vomited. Shortly thereafter he 
began 10 have large nwnbers of liquid stools that soon became almoSI clear and 
contained small flecks of mucus, classically described as "rice waler" stools. [n severe 
cases, a stool volume of up to 24 tilers per day could occur. Death from severe 
dehydration and shock due 10 low blood volume occurred within hours or a few days. 
Today, in the acute slages of the disease, between fifty and seventy-five percent of 
patients will die if nOI properly treated. 

The incidence of malaria was surprisingly small in the diaries examined. Known by 
a variety of names, including inlennillenl and remillent fever, bilious fever, and ague, it 
was one of the more common maladies on the overland trails. The chills and fever of 
the ague may have been so common thaI lillle nole was made of them in the diaries. 
The disease was generally believed to be caused by air pollution from dead and 
decaying animal and vegelable mailer. 

When the emigrants reached the Rocky Mounlains they began describing a new set 
of symploms thaI they called mounlain fever. [( is quile likely thaI those cases charac­
terized by excruciating headache and severe muscle and joinl pain were actually 
Colorado tick fever. Some writers have suggested that the emigrants' mounlain fever 
was Rocky Mounlain sponed fever. Such a diagnosis seems unlikely because no rash 
was described in the cases of mounlain fever, and the painful backs and limbs of the 
mountain fever patient are far more characteriSlic of Colorado tick fever. 

Colorado tick fever is an arbovirus infeclion transmitted by lick bite frOO1 small 
animals to man. [t is endemic in the Rocky Mounlain stales and prevails from spring 
through the fall Followmg a lick bile and an incubation period of three 10 six days, 
there is a sudden onsel of fever, headache , pain behind the eyes, and severe muscle 
pains. There may 1l1en be a brief renlission, followed by a second (and somelinles 
third and fourth) boUI of fever: 



_ (along Portneufl Was exercised with so much pain in my head and back that it 
am with difficulty that I could compose myself to sleep .... 113 

A great number of men haw beerl taken sick within a few days. The symptoms 
are violent pain in the head and hmbs Out generally does not last long until they 
recowr. The disease spoken of still continues in camp but not fatal. They have nearly 
all had tt. I~ 

The following diary entry suggests that it is possible other arbovirus infections, such 
as Western equine encephalitis and St. Louis encephalitis, may have been also present: 

_ Somethi"8 very astonishing - a general sleepy drowsiness has inwded the 
camp ever since lW came on Big Platte river, and since lW came on StWelWater our 
men haw been subjea to severe pains in the head and back and other parts of the 
system with colic, cramps, sore mouths, and 1ips.125 

Numerous other ailments and diseases plagued the emigrants. Headache, tooth­
ache, ear infections, sore lips, and general lameness were mentioned at leaSl once in 
the diaries sampled. Diseases that affected adults and children included scurvy, 
whooping cough, measles, and smallpox. Deaths of newborn children and infants as 
well as deaths in childbirth were not uncommon. Respiratory infections, bronchitis, 
lung fever, and conswnption were also recorded, as was one case of juvenile cancer 
and one of drug overdose. 

When there were several deaths at about the same time, two or more bodies were 
often buried in the same grave. Generally every effort was made to protect corpses 
from marauding anirna1s. 

_ (near Bear l?twrJ ... here another of our party died .... lW took him out of the 
rmgon, setWd him up in a sbeello bury him. We dug quite a deeP hole or grave and 
finished fiUtng it with dit1 and left him to sleep the sleep of the dead. I~ 

... the grave is duly wide at the top with several shelves of earth as lW pass down. 
The bottom Is formed in the shape of a coffin and a board abow and below the body 
clothed in befitting garments formed its only protection from the damp eat1h - while 
abow the graves are generally piled wtth rocks to saw them from the rawging wolves 
which tnhabtt these mountatns.'27 

Unfortunately, however, shallow graves were 100 often Ihe norm: 

- We saw several places where the dead had been dug up by the wolves, which 
had picked /ram the bones what flesh the pestilence had left. Here and there lay a 
skull lost fmm the jmme to which tt belonged. Out of some gralRS a hand or a foot 
would project. 118 

On some occasions, emigrants expressed fear thaI Indians would ransack graves 
for clothing: 

_ .. . a number oj our company haw died. . .. the burials have all been at night on 
acwunt of the Indians robbt,zg the graves for lWaring apparel. 1he graws zwre 
concealed by building a fire owr them and then driving the entire train of wagons 
owr them when we broke camp in the mDnling.129 

Standard medical practice in the early and mid 19th cenlury consiSled of a relatively 
small number of treatments diSlinguished by their immediate, visible, and draSlic imp-dCt 
on the patient. Active and vigorous therapy was Ihe hallmark of regular medical 
practice. Patients were dosed with purgatives and emetics, bled (often 10 the point of 
exhauslion), and blistered with a variety of skin irritants. II is not surprising, therefore, 
that sectarian medical groups which decried such violent therapy were as familiar on 
the overland trail as they were in the eaSl. Sinlilarly, the practice of self-doclOring, the 
reliance on home remedies, and the use of domeslic medicine texts were often popular 
for reasons other than the inaccessibility of a physician. In the diaries examined, one 
enthusiastic hydro-therapiSl treated fever and diarrhea with packing in cold wet 
bandages, baths, sitz baths, and cold-water injections.lJ() 

Regrettably, the therapy adminiSlered was not often cited in the emigrant diaries of 
either laymen or physicians. Among the medicaments mentioned were the common 
purgatives calomel (mercuric chloride); calomel pills, a combination of calomel, caSlor 
oil, and antimony; and blue pills, which also contained mercury. Camphor was men­
tioned as a sedative, and laudanwn (an extract or tincture of opiwn) was cited in a case 
of drug overdose. Surgical procedures were not numerous. One arm amputation is 
mentioned, many fractures were set, an occasional arrow was removed, and some 
bleeding and cupping occurred. 
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HUDSPElH'S CUTOFF: CALIFORNIA NATIONAL lllSTORIC TRAIL 

Soda Springs 
to California Trail 
Maps 74-85 

CaliforrUa-bound gold-seekers of 1849 foUowed already established trails through Idaho 
with the exception of Hudspeth's new cutoff in Idaho. Some traveled by way of Fort 
Bridger, the Monnon Trail, and the Salt Lake Alternate, but the majoriIy took Sublette's 
Cutoff and followed the main trail to just west of Soda Springs. Here they had the 
option of taking Hudspeth's Cutoff or continuing on the mam route to the CaliforrUa 
junction on Raft River. 

Hudspeth's Cutoff was opened by a large Missouri party led by Benoni M. Hudspeth 
and john J Myers, who proceeded directly westward from Soda Springs and Sheep 
Rock july 19 along a short route toward the Humboldt. This company of about 250 
people, many of them women and children, rode in seventy wagons. In Hudspeth, 
they ~d an able captain; in Myers, a competent guide. (Myers, an experienced 
mountain man, had come with joseph R Chiles over the Fort Boise CaliforrUa Trail 
alternate in 1843; both Hudspeth and Myers had been to California with Fremont in 
1845 and had served in the CaliforrUa Battalion in 1846.) Returning to Missouri in 1848, 
they followed a "mountain track known only to hunters, which .. . old Bill Williams had 
shown to a member of Fremont's party in 1844."1lI This route had aUowed them to 
bypass Fort HaU. l.l2 

These leaders did a brilliant job of scoutmg a passable route with water enough 
to get their oxen through difficult country. Yet when they fmally emerged from the 
hills east of Raft River to rejoin the regular CaliforrUa Trail July 24, 1849, "they were 
almost thunder struck" to fmd they had flO{ reached the Humboldt at all. III In fad , 
they were only about 80 rniles west of Fort HaU. Their saving of something like 25 
rniles would have been more substantial if much of their time had not been dissipated 
in crossing four difficult north-south ridges. Problems on the cutoff arose also from 
scarcity of water in some stretches, particularly from the head of Malad Spring to Twin 
Springs near the head of Rock Creek. Later parties had to travel aU day and perhaps 
half the night to make it to water there. William H. Wagner, an amlY surveyor, 
measured this waterless distance in 1859 as 22 1/ . rniles. That made an exceptionaUy 
long day's trip out of the dry stretch. 
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Hudspeth's Cutoff east of Fish Creek Pass. (Dennis H. Hill. Bureau of l£md Marta8eTrumt, 
1989) 
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The OregoolCalifania Trail an:! Hud­
speth's Cl1cjf diverge ~ west of tl¥! railWdy 
siding Alexander. The fonner turns north and 
!he 1aner heads SOlthwesterly aauiS aq>­
laOOs. Railway smrice reached tl¥! area in 
1882 and en<ruraged ftuttff senJemea ci 
mnmuniies located nearby. AIexaMer 
Chter an:! Soda Poirt (Sheep Rock) were 
weII-1mown 1andmarlcs. Agri:uIrurai and rood 
developrerts have desroyed any traces. 

_ BJjab &yQlf Farnham -july 2q 

184.9 . We started on and in 4 mtJes came to 
deer btJJ /Saia Potntl Here the river that bad 
tam runntng a westerly course now mn to 
the sOUlb. Here Ire took a cuUff which Mtres, 
as a guide fCY a camp of Missourians, bad 
entered on as a pi/oI, yesterday at noon, 
alJbougb oot a UXlgon bad been on it Ixfore 

that time. The trawl stnce bas tWn it so it 
now kxils IiI£ an old road of a good deal 
of Irate/. Ow course now lim a ktnd of 
W direction. .. U 4 

_ Orange Gaylord - 1850_ One­

balf mile brougbt us to the fork of the road. 
The left-band road, running straigbt for­
unrd acro5S a valley of about 8 miles, is the 
route called M~' cutoff, wblch route Ire 

travelled. The rigbt-hand road, bearing to 
the north, goes by way of Fort Hall. The 
cutoff is said to be 60 or 70 mtJes nearr?r to 
CAlifornia than by Fort Hall, and a better 
road. The traveller can east/y tell when be 
comes to the cutoff. Bear River makes 
almast a square elbow southward, the Fort 
Hall road bearing almost due north, wbicb 
is plain to be seen and the cutoff runs 
nearly a lrest course . ~35 

- Osborne BusseU -July 9, 1834. 
lWJe encamped at a place called the Sbeep 
Rock, so called from a point of tbe moun­
tain terminating at the river bank in a 
perpendicular bigb rock. The riLer curved 
around the foot of this rock and formed a 
balf circle, wblch brougbt its course to the 
southwest, from whence II ran In the same 
direction 10 the salt lake, about eigbty 
miles distant. The sbeep occupied this 
prominent elevation (whicb overlooked tbe 
sUTTOundlng country to a great extent) at 
all seasons of the year. 136 

_ WUltam Swain - 1849 . ... on 
arrivtng at the crater I ascended its mou"d 
whicb is forty feet above the level of tbe 
plain. Smooth outside surface wbich is 
covered witb grass to its top. The E side is 
some 6f eet lower tban tbe W. so thatfrom 
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the east a person bas a fatr vtew of the 
crater wbich is ten feet deep. The walls are 
like lrell arranged masonry. I descended 
tnto the .. . valley of the crater arul found it 
covered wUh soil in whicb sage and some 
grass uere growing. The louer part of the 
wall is a mass of broken lava fallen from 
the upper part wbich stands as before 
stated in regular Ia~. At one POint I 
found the side of the orifice standing, 
untouched by time, just as it was when the 
eruptions ceased, JudgingJrom the 
appearance.... The circumjrence of the 
crater at the edge of the mouth is 64 paces. 
judging from the appearance of the crater 
it must have been in a state of eruption in 
some time of modern date. 137 



Hudspeth's Cutoff runs in a south­
westerly direction north of Buckskin 
Mountain and divides into two variants 
as it approaches Fish Creek. The trails 
merge after crossing Fish Creek and head 
west toward Henderson Canyon. One 
route continues down Henderson Canyon. 
An alternate turns south to cross the 
Portneuf Range and turns northwest, 
paralleling the canyon route. They con­
verge into one route again near Dempsey 
Creek. Rem-nants are visible on both 

routes and on the alternates both east and 
west of Fish Creek. The continuity of 
extant traces is destroyed in the vicinity of 
the Fish Creek crossing by agricultural 
development. Surface evidence also is 
missing once the route reaches the 
Dempsey Creek dr:linage. After railway 
service reached the area in 1882, Lava HOI 
Springs became a service center for 
nearby agricultural valleys. After the tum 
of the cenrury, the hOI springs developed 
into a popular resort. The Riverside Inn 
and the White-stone HOIei are listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

_ Lorenzo Sawyer - 1850. Upon 
reacbing the summit oj this depression, we 
Jound ourselves in a basin oj the moun­
tains about balf a mile in diameter, 
surrounded by still loftier peaks covered 
Wllh snow [Fisb Creek Rangel. These peaks 
apparelll/y run up to sbarp poinlSu 8 

- Dr. flenryAustin -1849. 
We bave just passed over a considerable 

R. 38 E R 39 E 
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mountain. The view oj the surroundings 
.from which is the grandest character. 
Mountain after mountain in rapid 
succession, peak aJter peak towering almost 
to tbe clouds. To the UX!St oj wbere I am 
~itting is a lofty range .. .in mist. The 
wagons are ahead .. plOWing up dust and 
winding their way up bills and througb 
valleys in the most circuitous manner. 139 
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Oregon Shoo Line railway construction 
in 1882 provided an improved transporta­
tion route through Portneuf Canyon. 
Marsh Valley offered good grazing for 
Hudspeth's Cutoff livestock. The area 
received increased importance when 
Montana road traffic came through in the 
1860s. In 1877-1878, Utah and Northern 
Railway service came through the valley 
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A. 36 E. 

and encouraged the growth of ranching 
and farming economy. Eventually US. 
Highway 91 and Interstate 15 crossed 
the trail. No trail rerrrnants remain, but 
modem county roads dosely approximate 
the route. 

_ Helen Carpenter - 1856. 
Followed down the creek [Portneuf River} 

a short distance and then took to the 
mountains again .... 140 

R. 37 E. 
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R. 37 E. R. 38 E. 

Island Hill, a Portneuf Riwr landrn.ark. (Dermis H. Hill, Bureau of land 
Management, 1989) 
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A fuirly high rrlge (e1evatbn 8,732 feel) 

spIis Hawkins QuadIangie, seprrating Marsh 
Valley from Hawkins Basin Hudspeth's 
iliolf asrends Cedar MClllIUin abol1 two 
miles roM from Hawkins Qeek. Hawkins a 
rarrlling rommunity senled in 1m, deve1~ 
oped in an era of seoJemenI after Hudspeth's 
iliolf felI irto disuse. Good remnar1S are 
&.ill visible as Ire trniI Cl"a>Ses Cedar 
M<:Au1ain and are marked. 

Iloins Map 78 

_ Elisha R lewis - 1849. We 
atTilX!d to the summit... . Some of the way 
qutte Steep.14I 

_ JosePb Middleton - 1849. 
.. .J see the road from the b ill. The road 
travels in a large bol/ow, not more than 
V4 the widtb of the last one lW left [Marsh 
Valley], and ascending the bill on the other 
side disappears.142 
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Looktng lWSt across Hawktns Basin. (Dr. Merle Wells, ldabo State Historical Society) 

,. 
,-

".--
;. 

'" 
'" 

" 
~ 

. - ' 
-,< . ... 

' ~ I 
_ ':--- .... __ _ . J I 

f' 
.-

..-

= 
.... 

f- " 

V> 
C 

o 
:0 
<! 

T. 10 S. 

MAP 77 



\lAP '7H 

The trail continues sou!hwesl 10 Dally 
Creek and descends it for a little over IwO 
miles before continuing sou!h a little far­
!her w~ 10 tilde Malad Spring. Howard 
Stansbury's 1849 Bannock Mounl.ain Road 
utilized the roule lhrough !he Dairy Creek 
Quadrangle. 

_ Josepb Middleton - 1849. The 
road is seen.from a bi/I on the side of this 
creek /Dairy CreekJ slanting acms the 
valley to the S W leavtng the creek to the 
S E.... I ascended a bigb bi/I on the east 
side {of Dairy CreekJ close to the creek .... 
I could not ascertain distinctly wbtcb 
course the creek took at a distance from 
me, nor am I be certain wbere tbis creek 
runs into, viz., the Oregon, Salt lah!, 

The basalt-streum slope, watcbtota!r, and awe along the east side of Dairy Creek rump­
ground. (Dennis H. Hill. Bureau of land Management, 1989) 

or Mary {Humboldt} Rtwr, but I will keep 
the best lookout I run . On both sides and 
on the top of the btl/I saw enormous blocks 
of rock, some argtJlaceous, some sand -
cooh!d in the bigbest degree {basalt} and 
the original streaks in some of them twisted 
and contorted like tbe gnarly knob of arbor 
vttae or mabogany. Some-one in particular 
bad a large oblong ball-like ruvtly in it that 
I could bave crept into and coiled up very 
eastly.... All over tbe plain pure spedmerL5 

Adjoins Map 79 
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of black bottle glass /obsidian/, some of 
whicb I also found orl the top of the btll, 
whicb was 460feet bigb .... On the NW 
corner of this bi/I there is an elevated 
clump of disjointed rock, like an imposing 
.UJatchtOta!r,· 011 approaching to them tbey 
possess a great deal of the columnar 
lxJsa/ttc character; they are composed of 
sand, and, .. baked into rock. I stood on 
the bigbest part of them. 143 
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Howard Stansbury's 1849 Bannock 
Mountain Road from Salt Lake to Fort Hall 
joined Hudspeth's Cutoff in later Daniels 
Reservoir and continued north along 
Hudspeth's route. Montana freight came 
this way after gold discoveries in 1862 
created a demand for Utah products. 
After 1866, fanners and ranchers settled in 
the area . 

Trail remnants have been obliterated 
by later developments. 

- Amos Balcbelder . 1849 . 
.. . the laT8est spring ta? bave seen on the 
journey [Wile Malad Spring}. It is about 
1/001 deep, very clear, and covers about 
1/4 0/ an acre 0/ ground. It supplies quite 
a laT8e stream 0/ water. m 

_ James Bennett . 1850. The Salt 
lake road tal«!s down this valley and the 
cutoff bears mOTY! to tbe wesl over a range 
of mountains [Blue Spring HtJlsJ. H5 

_ Jerome Dutton . 1850. . .. there 
u.ere two tracks, one leadtng to tbe rigbt [to 
Itttle Malad spring} and the other crosstng 
the creek [little Malad River} balf a mtle 
below the SpringH6 

Vtew soutb.from Datry Creek Valley toward Little Malad Valley (Dennis H. Hill, Bureau 
0/ Land Management, 1989) . 
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Hudspeth's CUlOff heads west through 
rangeland and farmland. Remnants visible 
as the trail passes through Subletle Can­
yon have been marked. 
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_ Lorenzo Sauryer - 1850. 

'!be road lay throu8h a deep and narrow 
ravine, wttb wry hi8h and predpito/.ls 
mountains on both sides. '!be 8reat portion 
of the 100y throu8h the ravine, the preci­
pices on each side approached so near as 
to JealX! barely room enou8h for a sin81e 
100800 track. 147 

1be ascent up Sublette Canyon. (Dr. Merle WeIJj~ ldabo State Historical Society) 
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Hudspeth's Cutoff heads west across rangeland and cropland. After the cutoff 
decl.ined as an emigrant road, the area became developed as a farm and ranching 
settlement. 

The Curlew Nalional Grasslands were est.ablished during the 1930s under tlle 
Bankhead-Jones Act. The Grasslands had been in private ownership and under 
cropland development prior to the depression of the 1930s. The Curlew Nalional 
Grasslands are administered by the National Forest Service. 
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Deep Creek Range summit, looking east. Most of the travelers came up this slope at night. 
Blue Spring Hills in background. (Dennis H. Hill, Bureau of l£md Management, 1989) 
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After more than 22 miles (since 
Liltle Malad Spring) without water in 
dry seasons, emigranlS finally reached 
a campground with adequate water at 
Twin Springs. The Rockland Valley laler 
became a fann and ranching community. 
Good remnanlS are visible west of Twin 
Springs and along tile South Fork of 
Rock Creek. 
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_ joseph Mtddkton - 1849. 
.. .I found sewral excellenl and copious 

springs of pure water dille 10 the creek .. . two 
of which cannot be excelled (Twin SpringsJ. 
After leaving Spring Valley {rwin springs 
areal for the first half mile there ts some 
rather steep htJls ... the road becoming easy 
and due west as il was before we came to 
spring Valley.l4B 

Hudspeth j Cutoff ascending weSlfrom Twin Springs. (Dr Merle Wells Idaho State 
HlSloneal Society) . . 
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lk trai1 heads OCIthwest and then lUmS 

west. Patrils d tre roule are now uOOer 
the waters of Sublen Reservoir. 1k area is 
l1ilized ma;tly for livestock grazing. 

_ Ilelen G. Carpenter -1856. 
... the rood ran by a mountain that was 
covered wttb cedar and quaking aspen 
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trees. At the base of the mountain is a very 
fine spring /Plne Spring!. 149 

_ WUliam Swain· 1849. ...the 
betgbt of the hills UXJS left bebind and the 
road began to descend a defile winding 
gradually among the bills. Wefound two 
good springs this afternoon/Pine and 
Summit SpringsJ. 150 
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As lhe lrailleaves Sublet! Creek, il 
heads southweSl across farmland and 
crosses ImerSlale 84. 

_ WtDiam Swain - 1849. We 
ascend ... a bill left of tbe creek, from wbicb 
a large valley lying between Salt Lake and 
Snake River lay bella!en us and tbe 
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mountains to tbe UK!st of the valley at the 
foot of which appeared to be a large stream 
of water /Raft RiverJ. 15 1 

- J S Shepherd -l85U The road 
here strih!s out W!r a Ixnrer! plain. Iruvillg 
the crrek. 7bere is TIDmore uJa1er fCY 14 miles, 
so UK! took a pailfuU fCY each horse. 152 

R. 29 E. 

independence Peak from Sublette Canyon abow present re5e1voir. looking southwest. 
taken from Jludspeth's CutufJ. (Dennis H . Hill, Bureau of I£lnd Management, 1989) 
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The !rail artinues w~ aau;s a rela­
tively Hat segmert d Raft River Valley. 
During times of low water, Raft River would 
be dry am the Perce Sping, ju& to the w~ 
d the river, would be flowing aOO would be 
the stqJping JUre. The Sjrilg is now dry as 
the water level has been lowered by 
~ pumping. Usually bah Raft River 
aOO Price Srring were flowing and the 
crossing was dilfruh. 

Adjoins M ap 66 . 

Hudsepth's Cutoff and the California 
Trail oonverge into a Cassia Creek corridor 
that provides access to City of Rocks and 
Granite Pass. Excepl for irrigated land 
along Cassia Creek and some agricultural 
land along Hudspeth's Cutoff, emigrant 
routes in this area cross rangeland. 

- Thomas Woodward - 1850. 
.. ,you strike the [Raft} riwr ... it is both deep 
[and} dirty, and bad crossing .... 153 
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_ IHIliam Swain - 1849. The plains 
uiJidJ tlfP!IJmt to be 3 or 4 miles t:ICt'OO, 

fJrUed to be 16, and the stream nothtng buJ a 
grayish aJP!arance of the air t:ICt'OO so Ietx!J a 
plain. We found, bOlWl.{!1". a g()(X/ spring 
brrxJk [Pierce spring!. 154 

- Josepb MtddJeton - 1849. A 
fine small creek comes and meets us from 
the west [Cassia C'reekl. It nms on our 
north side to the east and after entering tbe 
valley, takes a north course.155 
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- Elisha B. Lewis -1849. 6 mtJes 
(from Raft Riwr/ brougbt us to anotber 
creek [CasstaJ, 12 feet across it and 1 foot 
deep; current very quick.... We aTf:? near 
where the trail intersects tbe Fort Hall 
road. 156 

- John Steek - 1850. We bave 
now completed tbe journey of Hedspatb s 
Cutoff, and tbis evening the camp fires that 
glimmer far down tbe valley of Raft River 
sbow the lille of tbe 0/(/ Fort Hall road, 
which follows up tbe IlX:?st side .. .. 157 
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lllSTORIC INDIANS OF SOUTHERN IDAHO 

The Native Americans historically occupying southern Idaho are the 
Shoshone-Bannock and the Northern Paiute. The Shoshone-Bannock 
occupied the area crossed by the emigrant trails and had the principal 
interaaion with the emigrants. The Shoshone-Bannock include two linguis­
tically distina groups referred to as Northern or Snake River Shoshone and 

Bannock.l58 The Northern Shoshone consist of a number of bands. The 

Bannock are a relatively small group who speak a Northern Paiute dialea.l59 . While fairly 

restricted to southeastern Idaho after 1869, they ranged over aU of southern Idaho, as 
well as adjacent regions, before while pressure gradually conftned them to reservations. 

These peoples followed a distinctive economic panern, which characterized the 
previous Archaic tradition, involving the generally unspecialized and appropriate 
exploitation of the available resources. 1his exploitation was associated with seasonal 
movements to utilize available resources. On the Snake River Plain, these resources 
included major salmon nms and camas harvests in addition to general hunting activities. 
The use of resources was not confmed to the Snake River Plain but extended to the 
Salmon River country, to eastern Oregon, and elsewhere with much overlapping tribal 
interaaion, trade and exchange. The various local groups (bands) were unified by 
common subsistence, kinship and political cooperation that became more formalized 
after acquisition of the horse in the late 17th century. 

As the use of horses spread northward into Idaho, the geographical horizons ex­
panded rapidly as some groups of Northern Shoshone became mounted and traveled 
onto the northern Great Plains d eastern Wyoming and Montana to hunt bison. They 
were joined on a permanent basis by the Bannock to become a formidable force on 
the western Great Plains, as well as in their traditional lands in Idaho. Some groups 
such as the Lemhi Shoshone-Bannock rapidly acquired many Great Plains culture 
traits,l60 while others retained pre-horse economic panerns and material culture. Region­
al subgroups identify themselves by names which refleaed subsistence aaivities, 
i.e., A8uatduka, salmon eaters; Knenbeduka, ground-squirrel eaters; and Tukudeka, 
mouruain-sheep eaters. 

Early emigrants generally found the Indians they encountered to be cordial and 
helpful. However, as emigrant numbers began to multiply, the friendly relationship 
became Slrained. With a record of more than two centuries of displacing eastern tribes, 
many of which had been driven into the western plains with chaotic results, expansion­
ism once again posed a threat to Indian social and economic stability. 

Exposure to an alien culture in wilite outposts and camps scattered across their 
lands disrupted traditional Indian culture and resulted in difficult adjuslments for many. 
Some less fortunate bands, particularly some Cache VaUey and Salmon Falls Shoshone 
groups, scarcely survived at aU . Armed warfare created less of a problem, however, 
than did difficulties which arose from a number of cultural dilTerences and misunder­
Slandings that led to more eduring friction and occasional conilid, especially after 
whites began to settle permanently in the region. 

To make maners worse , Indian and white responses to incidents arising from 
cultural conflict also differed greatly. Many Indian cultures regarded groups or bands 
as responsible for offenses perpetuated by individual members West of Iowa and 
Missouri, whites tended to follow a sirnilar approach when disagreeable incidents 
occurred. When a theft or a shooting was blamed on Indians, a white viCtinl was likely 
to fire away at any Indian he came across, without trying to ascertain any individual 
(or even tribal) responsibility. Needless to say, Indians who had no idea what set off 
such unanticip-Jted white attacks soon learned to be suspicious when emigrant parties 
came by. 

Until 1848, when Oregon was organized as a territory, lack of any provision for legal 
protection complicated matters. Prior to 1846, Ontario law applied to British subjeds, 
but no code regulated United States citizens in Oregon. Crinlinal and civil procedures 
were lacking altogether for trappers or emigrants who came into the region. Etfedi~e 
protedion from white criminal activity was absent west of Missouri and Iowa. White 
thieves and bandits operated on a considerable scale with relative impunity Much of 
their activity was attributed to Indians. Eventually, emigrants began to identify some of 
their assailants as whites masquerading as Indians. But more than a few Indian bands 
got inIo trouble because of activities with which they had no connection. 

Settlers heading West varied considerably in their suspicion of Indians whom they 
met. Indian bands also differed in their distrust of emigrant p-arties. Wiser members of 
each group made an effort to avoid trouble, and they normally succeeded. Indians 
often assisted emigrant parties through their country. They provided route information 
and helped emigrants through difficult crossings and stretches of road. Somelimes they 
tried to colJect tolls for passage through Indian lands, ollen at stream crossings and on 
makeshift bridges. Some emigrants paid nominal fees, while others declined. 

Indian trading posts and ferries were the scene of misunderstandings. High rates 
were sometimes enforced by Indians who conducted stock raids on uncooperative 
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trams. Emigrants seeking to trade with Indian horse and stock dealers also had to 
bargain sharply to make any exchange at all. When handling goods !hat Indians prized 
less, they had more success. White and Indian values differed greatly, and each often 
thought he was able to outwit his lfading adversaries. Indians who needed beads and 
other items common and inexpensive for the emigrant could exchange beaver and fish 
which were readily available unt.iI tlley were confined to reservations. Horses, guns, 
and anmlUnition needed by both sides were another marter. 

Cordial relationships between whites and Indians grew Slfaffied after a few years of 
emigrant tra1f1C through Indian lands. Fairly small in.itiaI parties left little impact. After 
1848, when many thousands of whites brought vast herds of callie and oxen, horses 
and mules and other stock in need of grazing, a wide zone along the lfail was ruined. 
The emigrants found !hat a several-mile trip in search of grass had to be made after 
can1ping. The emigrants always supplemented their diet with any game they could 
successfully hunt along their routes. As time permined, the emigrants also organized 
hunting parties which ventured some distance in search of fresh meat. This hunting 
pressure depleted the resources lfaditionally relied upon by the Shoshone-Bannock 
people. The lack of game caused serious economic dislocation for various local 
Shoshone-Bannock groups. This in £urn helped produce demands for compensation by 
the tribe, which the emigrants failed to appreciate . As time passed, the Shoshone­
Bannock increased their effOltS to defend their resources under the leadership of 
individuals such as Pocatello, Targee and Tendoy. When white settlements began to 
grow up along or near emigrant roads, friction increased. Most Indian losses, along 
with white casualties, came during the period 1850-1880. 

Emigrant parties often encountered Indians early on their trip west Then they mighl 
lfavel for days without meeting any. After reaching Independence Rock, manyemi­
grants believed the danger of Indian anack to be behind them and discarded their out­
dated weapons along the road or stored them somewhere in their wagons. Since most 
were farmers and not familiar with the weapons they had brought along, it was usually 
in their best interest !hat they didn't have them readily available. A number of acciden­
tal shootings can be attributed to this lack of knowledge. By 1850 emigranI fears had 
been aroused sufficiently that Oregon's Govemor, John P. Gaines, asked President 
Millard Fillmore on June 13, 1851, for army protection of Snake and Columbia River 
emigrant roads. Snake River troubles of 1851 however, had been ascribed to an emi­
grant attack agairlst the Shoshone-Bannock camped at a desirable spot on Rock veek 
Driven away by the force, the Shoshone-Bannock responded with a counterattack, 
resulting in three emigrant casualties. More troubles folloed that Sunmler. After August 
20, 1854, when Alexander Ward's party was almost wiped out shortly before reaching 
Fort Boise, Shoshone-Bannock territory became still more hazardous for all parties, 
bolh Indian and emigrant. Military guards and retaliation only made matters worse. 

Shoshone-Bannock lodge in southern Idaho. (Idaho Slate Historical Society #77-69.4) 

The fur trade at Fort Boise and Fort Hall had to be abandoned as a result of the inci­
dem, and Indian attacks became more frequent . By 1860, about 90 percent of white 
losses had occurred west of South Pass. Aside from Snake River disasters, an important 
series of Humboldt River troubles grew out of Paiute opposition to California Trail 
emigrants. 

Army efforts to protect emigrant traffic west of Fort Hall often proved inelfedive. 
A major emigranI disaster close to Snake River on September 9, 18W, brought great 
tribulation to those who managed to survive, and revealed the inadequacy of military 
protection. Emigrant escort systems were tried with some success, but not aU emigrants 
desired to travel in such large lfains. Consequently, more conflicts were forthCOming. I 

Indians became more active after the Civil War withdrawal of tile army. 
By 1868 the Shoshone-Bannock Treaty of Fort Bridger had reserved the right of the 

Shoshone-Bannock tribes to continue their traditional subsistence on unoccupied lands 
of the United States. After the forced removal of most Boise and Bruneau Shoshone 
families to Fort Hall in 1869, lack of funds (in accord with slandard reservation admin­
istrative praclice of that era), left them no alternative to continuing their tradilional way 
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of life with extreme limitation because of land and resource losses as a result of emi­
grant activities. An effort at farming apparently was succeeding until hordes of grass­
hoppers ate practically all their crops in ooth 1869 and 1870. So they returned to the 
Camas Prairie and to their traditional Snake River summer salmon fishing areas below 
Fort Boise. In 1870, military authorities at Fort Hall refused to attempt to detain them, 
and their regular seasonal use of trail routes continued. This was nal ural , since they 
had opened those routes originally. 

During General O. 0 Howard's Nez Perce campaign, Buffalo Hom and his 
Shoshone-Bannock scouts made a long trip in 1877 as army employees. Thai gOI them 
by one season and encouraged them to take on Howard's army themselves in 1878 
Enough shooting incidents disturbed 200 of Buffalo Hom's Shoshone-Bannock people 
thai they went 10 war on Camas Prairie in June of 1878, partly out of rage because of 
white occupation of their camas grounds. Willie Buffalo Hom did not use regular 
emigrant roads during his trip west to join his Northern Paiute associates, some military 
movements followed emigrant routes as Bannock bands returned from Oregon to 
Idaho later that summer. Although their campaign against General Howard proved 
unproductive for a small Bannock minority who partiCipated, after their return to Fort 
Hall they still faced a very difficult situation. Some managed a lirnited amount of farm 
production, but many still had to rely upon their regular cycle of hunting and fishing 

Shoshone-Bannock camp in southern Idaho. (Idaho State Historical Society #862) 

trips. Even after 1880, continued use of fish and game helped to ward off starvation. 
Altogether, Shoshone-Bannock adjustment to life based at Fort Hall continued to 

be very difficult after 1880. White values and farming did not fit their traditional way of 
life Yet they no longer could survive very easily with their traditional hWlting, fishing, 
camas, and bitterroot economy either Cattle-f'"Jising helped some. Most whites who 
tried to help them wanted to substitute whit~ culture for the Indians' traditional values. 
As generally happened with Indians, such attempts proved counterproductive. The 
Shoshone-Bannock were still relying on off-reservation subsistence resources for sur­
vival. Agents encouraged them in tllis and their phYSical survival depended upon 
these traditional resources. Equally in1portant 10 the Shoshone-Bannock people was 
their ritual and ceremonial life , which depended upon off-reservation resources secured 
by tlle Fort Bridger Treaty of 1868. The growing non-Indian population pressure to 
restrict the Shoshone-Bannock inhabitants at their Fort Hall reservation were intensil'ied 
after 18% An agreement providing for individual land ownership (3 system that still 
did not have much appeal to Fort Hall's Indian population) and for allowing white 
entry onto reservation lands went into effect in 1902. In 1907 the Lemhi Shoshone­
Bannock were moved from their Lemhi Valley reservation to Fort Hall . 'These changes, 
however, made matters worse. Fractional land ownership created problems thai resisted 
solution for another eighty years. And other fom1S of forced acculturation have 
produced exremely unfortunate, if predictable, results. 

The 20th century may be described as a tin1e in which the modem Shoshone­
Bannock tribe emerges. Although the beginning of the 20th century was a dark and 
uncompromising tin1e, refoffi1S in fedef'"JI policy toward the tribe under the Roosevelt 
administrJtion laid the foundation for a resurgence of tribal vitality, health, self-govern­
ment and self-determination that ultin1ately is responsible for the current social, econ­
on1ic and cultural development taking place among the Shoshone-Bannock. Much of 
the ancient cultural heritage of the Shoshone-Bannock has survived and is seen in their 
language, religious practices, family life and political organization. Although the 
Shoshone-Bannock reservation land base and natural resources had been severely 
eroded by the first third of the 20th century, the tribes have been increasingly able to 
protect them as their emerging modem tribal governing system and economy have 
become ever more effective. Most notable recent trends include reserved water rights 
negotiation with the State of Idaho and the reassertion of reserved treaty rights to off­
reservation natural resource. The Shoshone-Bannock are now taking control of their 
future and rejecting dependency status under which they entered the 20th century. 
Indicative of tills is their rapid population recovery, economic development and general 
cultural revitalization now under way at Fort Hall. 
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lANDER ROAD: CALIFORNIA NATIONAL mSTORIC TRAIL 

Wyoming State Line 
to Ross Fork 
Maps 86-92 

In 1857, Congress authorized funds for Interior Deparunent wagon road construction 
along a southern as well as a central route, a politically acceptable combination that 
fInally broke the deadlock which had stilled the Pacific railroad program. Central route 
improvements were to be provided by construction of a FOIt Kearny, South Pass, and 
Honey Lake Wagon Road. Secretary of the Interior Jacob Thompson appointed AlbeIt 
H. Campbell General Superintendent of the Pacific Wagon Road office. Campbell splil 
his central route project inIo three divisions: FOIt Kearny to Independence Rock, 
Independence Rock to City of Rocks, and City of Rocks to California. William M. F. 
Magraw was appoinIed superintenderu of the eastern and central divisions. 161 

Campbell ordered Magraw to improve the existing emigrant road only as far west as 
South Pass. From there to City of Rocks he was to pioneer a new route. While Magraw 
worked east of South Pass, his chief engineer, Frederick West Lander, explored 
potential routes west of South Pass. 

Lander dMied his expedfun into vari>us group;. Anolg others, he dispatched JOOn F. 
Mullowey to examine existing Cl.ldfs, puti:ularly Mihoo Suljeue's OJtoff, am the ~ 
am Hockaday road. B. F. Fddin was dispatched to fro tre best IOlte between Big SaOOy 
River am the Green River desert Meanwhile, Lander located a new roote braIrlling off tre 
Oregoo Trail near South Pass, acra;s the headw.uers of tre Big Srurly River, am tren 
westward across Green River to 11un~ Pass. From there the rOlte IOIlowed tre Sah River 
Valley aOOutlWerty mi1es roth before turning west to Fot Hall. 

1k derision ultimalely to build a new road to the nath along Lander's route was panly 
inHueoced by M(){J])OO resistaoce to Albert Srlney Jdmstoo's Utah expedlOl d 1857-1858.162 

He stationed a guide at South Pass to direct the emigration oruo the new road. 
When the guide was killed in a gunfIght, he stationed an ex-soldier at GilbeIt's trading 
post to hand out copies of his newly published guidebook. 13,<XX) emigrants report­
edly passed over the Lander Road during its first season in operation. Lander rebuilt 
and improved sections of the road in 1859, and a California correspondent called the 
Lander Trail the "model emigraru route of America."I6} 

After entering prr!Sem-day Idaho, the emigrants on the Lander Road would haw had this 
vtew to the northwest toward Terrace Canyon. (larry R.jones, Idaho Historical Society) 

LEGEND 

Emigrant Trail (Visible) 

Emigrant Trail (Possible Route, not visible) 
• Historic Site or Landmark 

_ Public Lands Administered by BLM 

rzz.zn State of l<.I3ho Lands 

c:=::::J u.s. Forest Service 
~ Other Federal Lands 
Scale: 1 Inch 10 1 Mile 

Please Respect Privare Property Rigbts 
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The Lander Road passes Ihrough 
the lown of Auburn, Wyoming, and 
then follows !he north bank of 
Slump Qeek 10 the Idaho-Wyoming 
border. In Idaho, the roule heads in 
a northweslerly direction along the 
wesl bank of Slump Qeek pasl the 
site of the Oneida SaIl Works to the 
mouth of Terrace Canyon (also 
known as lGnnikinnic Canyon). 
The roule ascends the canyon and 
COnlinues in a northwesterly 
direction Ihrough Caribou National 
Foresl. The sall deposits, located 
north of the Slump Creek Guard 
S1ation, provided emigrants an 
opportunity to replenish their supply. 
J M. Slump and B. F. White recog­
nized the economic potential of the 
site, and in June 1866 formed the 
Oneida SaIl Works Company. They 
delivered 6,000 pounds of sall 10 the 
Boise market the following year for 
sale al five cems a pound. Their 
success soon altracted compelitors to 

R. 45 E. 

work several nearby sail springs, and the 
combined production reached a lotal of 
20,000 pounds a year by the early 1880s. 
The mining commurutjes in Idaho and 
Montana were their besl cuSlomers. The 
construction of the Utah Northern Railway 
and the Oregon Short Line in the 1870s 
and 1880s greatly hindered the operalion. 
The sail market soon changed 10 the SaIl 
Lake area where large deposits of sall 
were available and where rail transporta­
tion was near. The Stump Creek opera­
tions were out of business before 1890. 
The traillhrough the Caribou National 
Foresl is marked with concrele poSlS. 
The Terrace Canyon segmenl is in tlle 
Naljonal Regisler of HiSloric Places. 

S10ck drives in the 1870s and 1880s 
utilized the Lander Road for ilS good 
water and feed . 

_ ]uJius MerrlIl· August 17, 1 ~ 

Good road. Camped at noon in Salt Or£k 
uhere the road Ieaa5 the va/Iey.... Pa5Seti Salt 
~ngs, uhere the brine boils up like any 
spring. Around these springs is a j£bbly bott­
om. 1be;e j£blJIe; are colered with a crust if 
as pure ttiJ/1e sa/J as I eter saw. Srww is 110 

LtiJiIer. 7b~ in need took in a suwly. \\?bat 
a source if uallJh they lroU/d be um? they in 
the SlIJtes. Should this part if the continent 
eter be setll«J they WiD )(!t prw! a blessing 

P/i.;'nty if feed, lrood, !later atul sage hens at 
nigbt. Good feed at right if the C1l£k, half a 
mile back. Seeillg something whikJ about lUX) 

miles down the C1l£k, hro (j'the /XIrty l/£nt 
down and discaem:J some bot sulphur 
springs. tbe umer, cOtlllJilling much sulphur, 
had funned mounds about ten feet in height, 
and it lIXlS the mooru/s that attractai our 
attention ... 164 

_ Charles] Cummings· 1859. We 
rloona1 at the mouth of a canycm rrerrace} 
that ran into the moonlt/ins. A C1l£k runlling 

T. 7 S through the canyon which I think is a tribu­
IIJry if Scdt Riwr. We cm;sed the stream 5 or 
6 times. Passai an Iru/ian ranch & cam/XYi 
about 1 1/2 miles from it 011 a little bottom. 165 
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1lle route continues in a northwest 
diredion through the Caribou National 
Forest. The road leaves the forest near 
Uines Creek and heads west across range­
land. The route has been fI'laJked with 
concrete posts where it passes through 
National Forest. Two short segments have 
been fenced by the U.S. Forest Service. 
Uine's grave is located on private land. 
The small enclosed cemetery contains 
the grave of J W. Lane and three or four 
other unidentified graves. 

_ Joel Banum - 1859. . .. tre Ulme 
to another little valley and Ulmped, and at 
this Ulmp Mr. Lane passed away. This cast 
a great sadness over the Ulmp as he was a 
fine old man and much beloved by ewry­
one. The next day tre prepared for the 
funeral and it was a sad procession that 
marched up to that grave. We marked it as 
best tre could by putting up a rather flat 
stone orl which tre put his name. This was 
the first graw tre had made Since leaving 
horne. We named this camp Lane's Valley. 
july 18, 1859 j. W. LaneUi6 
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_ JulJus MerrtU -August 18, 
1864. Road a little rough. Many springs 
and pttch holes (miry). At night tre Ulmped 
in a valley [Lanes Creek} feed splendid. 
"Buffalo ch~ "for fuel. Plenty of wood in 
the hills one or two miles distant. Water 
good, but sUfPIy scant. Soil in the valley 
light and muchy. Saw some Indians but 
they seemed very shy. 167 
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The road continues to skirt Little Gray 
Ridge to the southern banks of Grays Lake. 
The area served as an access roule to the 
Cariboo mines discovered nearby in 1870. 
Ranching soon followed. 

Grays Lake is a nationally known bird 
refuge where sandhill cranes have success­
fuUy been encouraged to be surrogate par­
ents for the threatened whooping crane. 

_ julius MetTtJl -August 19,1864. 
Camped at noon beside Too/Ie ltII«! [Grays 
ltII«!J. WerT! there um an abundance if 
ducks, geese, aruJ other Imler fowl. The IaJa? 
is wry marshy, aruJ tt is much easier to ki/J 
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We seem to travel along a chain of snwll 
ml/eys wiJh an abundance if feed and ll.tller. 

The dust tn the road is fully si..'t in.cbes deep 
aruJ so lighl thai by putting the fOOL down 
quickly it UJiJJ nm from illike Imler. h seems 
10 hclW a great affinityfor one's rtaie, and it 
axome all driwrs 10 keep their mouths sbut. 
What an excellent place it would be for some 
lIxnn.en, but I presume there would be plenty 
if chance for the pent up thunders to escap! 
at night. 168 
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The road heads in a westerly direction 
across the Little Valley Hills. The range­
land is used for Livestock grazing. Some 
segments of the route are still visible. 
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- Mtcbirel Luarll .July 17, 1861. 
/Flol/owed up the uest side of the valley 
after crossing some spring branches having 
wry good road and legions of musketoes 
for 10 miles to a branch oj Otter Spring 
Creek. Then down the valley westward 
1 V2 to Otter spring Creek. then we 

crossed the valley and a moderate ridge 
1 Jl4 miles to a spring in Blackfoot valley 
aruJ 1 mile to a branch of Blackfoot river 
and camped 1 mile further on high 
ground. Some Snake Indians visited 
wmp trading fish for something to eat. 169 
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The route heads southwesterly to the 
crossing of the Abckfoot River, and then 
continues to folh ..... river in a northwest­
erly direction. Ranching developed in the 
area after Cariboo gold discoveries in 1870 
attrJaed interest . The reservoir created by 
tl1e construaion of the Blackfoot Dam, 
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« 

1906-1912, currently inund:lles a portion 
of the road Remnants are still visible at 
the crossing of the river. Following gold 
discoveries in Montana in 1862, emigrants 
on the Oregon Trail could take a route 
north from Soda Springs to Montana. 
This road bisected the Lander Road at the 
Blackfoot River crossing. This route 
received its fIrst substantial use in 1864. 
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_ Julius MerriU - August 20, 
1864. Camped on Blackfoot River. Being 
in a low s/{lte of water, it was only about 
two rods in width . There is quite a valley 
beside it, arul the soil is good but needs 
ilTigCllion like all the rest of this side of the 
Rocky Mounl£lins OJ!eed there is an 
aburu:lance. Wood three miles dis/{lnt. 
Here we intersect the Soda Springs and 
ViT8irlia City road, We met some trains 
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wbo /eft South Pass (/I the same time U~ did 
and came by way of Subletts Cutoff, showing 
the disl£lnce 10 be rUYlrly the sc,lnl£, At the 
jwu;tion if the roads therr: is a rmw, the first 
one since /e(u;iilg South Pass Station. R£/lw­
tllerl buy lame, lOOrr/-out all/Ie from the 
emigrants wry cheaply. By putting them 
upon goal j.>ed they soon revU.f!, are ready 
for market, and brillg a good price. 1 "X> 
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The road departs from the BbckfOQ( 
River and heads in a southwesterly 
direction. It enters the Fort Hall Indian 
Reservation in Section 1, T5S, R38E, and 
continues west through roUing rangeland. 
The reservation was established in 1867. 

I: \. 

.. , 

: T I 

- Mlcbael Luark -July 18, 1861. 
.. .4 Y4 miles to a point where the road 
leaves the River. Then 1 Y4 miles to 
Thistle Creek [Grave Creek} 5 miles over a 
low divide to the head of Portneuf river 
andcamp.m 

_ Julius MerrlU -August 23, 
1864. eat/Ie must travel lame or not. 
Drove about 4 miles and camped in 
consequence of a smart rain which lasted 

R. 38 E. R. 39 E. 

nearly all day. Were camped on a small 
creek that emptied into Blackfoot about a 
mile below us [Corral Creek} Cary and I 
caught some fine tr()!.It, also "Steeve" and 
·'Doc. " Feed splenduJ. Road good and not 
Sll much travelled. 

August 24, 1864. .. fine day for driving, 
the dust being well laid from yesterday's 
rain . Crossed a small creek two miles from 
camp. Leave Blackfoot River to the right. 
Six miles further and camped for dinner at 

,-
I 
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a creek. Good fed cnui water. Met some 
men from Cash Valley with vegetables. 7he 
wlmerdjul wretches asked two bits per 
pound. Two Bits! Not any for us. 

Dmve about seven miles in PM. good 
.road but no limber. Soda Spring Road joins 
ours about sewntee milesfor the Virginia 
City Road. Camped at night at base of bills 
and lvere mad enters a canyon .172 
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The road continues in a westerly 
direction through the Fort 1-1 all Indian 
Reservation across rolling rangeland. 
TI1e road intersects the Oregon Trail on 
Ross Fork. Phosphate mining, served by 
a Ross Fork Union Pacific access line, has 
increased development activities in the 
area . Two small segments are visible at 
the crossings of Ross Fork. A brief seg­
ment is also visible about three miles east 
of the crossings. 
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_ Charles J. Cummings -July 29, 
1859. Went about 2 miles and came to a 
creek [Ross Fork}. Here UK!Jound Lander's 
camp. Should think there UX!re about 16 or 
18 wagons. They had done butlitlle work 
where they UX!re. Had not been there but a 
Jew days. Along this creekfor about half a 
mile the rocky bluffs are quile bold, & then 
tbe rode TUns over a very pretty prairie. 
Kept in sight of the same creek & rlOoned 
on it. Fol/OUX!d the creek about 5 miles 
further & crossed it. Here UK! came to a 
levil prairie entirely covered with sage 
brush. Had more the aperence of a desert 
than any thing I have seen. 173 
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Shos.hone-Bannock camp on Ross Fork, 1 >04. (Idaho State Ilistorieal Society 11 79-1488 
SUSie Bou:e Trego) , . , 
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ARMY EXPEDmONS 

Wllh feasibilfy ci overland travellO the Pacifk: ~ demonstrated by 1836, 
advocates ci Manifest De$ny prOlTlcted emigratioo to Oregon. leaders such as 
Senator 'nlOOlaS Hart Benm of Missouri tmdertook the task ci inducing the 
Fedeml go~nI to ac.tively support emigration and to consciously use 
settlement as a diplomatic lever to gUn a faVOOlbie Oregon boundary treaty 
with Great BriainI 74 In 1838, the United States Army c::orp; ofTopograph.ical 

Engineers, urxier Colonel John J~ Abert, was organized inlo an indepeOOenI mil.ilaIy 
txaoch dedicated to western exploratioo.]obn Cbarles Fremont, Benton's son-in-law and a 
Tq:lOgfaphd Engineers officer, became a vocal agert of Manifest Destiny. Fremonl wrote: 

_ My mind bad been qUick to see a larger field and differing and greater results . 
It would be trawl owr a part 0/ the world wbicb remained the new - the opening up 
0/ unknown lands; the making unknown countries known; and the study Witbout 
books - the learning at firsthand from nature berself; the drinking first at ber 
unknown springs - became a source 0/ nelX!r-ending deligbtto me.175 

Fremont's primary concern would be not to provide scientifically accurate inven­
tories or coUections of resources, but to publicize the West. as an exclusively American 
national treasure, which destiny reserved to the American people. According to 
historian WUltam H. Goetzmann: 

- To the people 0/ the time ... exact details seemed to matter little. Eptsodes and 
impressiOns conveying emotion were all that was important. Wbat did the pub/tc at 
large care/or prectse knowledge when it bad such noble deeds to contemplate, and 
such beroes to worsbtp? 76 

Fremont encountered an emigrant campground .on Bear River, at the mouth of 
1110mas Fork. He passed Beer Springs, Steamboat Springs, and Alexander Crater on 
August. 25, 1843, but detoured the next day to the Salt Lake Valley. After heading back 
to Fort Hall , he noted 

_ Beyond thts place, on the line of road along the barren valley of the Upper 
Columbia, the1'f! does not occur, for a dtstance of nearly three bundred mtJes to tbe 
lwstward, a fertile spot 0/ ground sufficiently large to produce the necessary quanttty 
0/ grain, or pasturage enougb to allow even a temporary repose to the emigrants. On 

their reamt passage, they baw been able to obtain, at very bigb prices and in 
insUfficient quanttty, only sucb asststance as could be afforded try a small and 
remote trading post - and that a foreign one ... an American mtJitary post su.fftciently 
strong to giw their road a perfect security against the Indian tribes, wbo are unsettled 
in locality and very uncertain in their dtsposition, and wbich, Witb the necessary 
/acilities for the repair of their equipage, would be able to afford them relfe/ in stock 
and grain from the produce 0/ tbe post would be 0/ extraordinary wlue to tbe 
emigration. Sucb a post (and all others wbicb may be establtsbed on the line to 
Oregon) would naturally form the nucleus of a settlement, at whicb supplies and 
repose UJould be obtained try the emigrant, or trading carawns, wbicb may berea/ter 
traverse these elevated, and, in many places, desolate and inhospitable regions. 177 

The party camped at the mouth of "Pannack" River September 22. Within a week, 
however, near Raft River, Fremont was forced to split his party into two groups because 
of the roughness of the road; he again detailed Fitzpatrick to lead the heavier wagons. 
Fremont camped at Kanaka Rapids near some Indian lodges October 1. Of the lndians , 
he recorded: 

_ These appeared to be unusually gay savages, fond 0/ loud laugbter; and, in 
their awarent good nature and merry cbaracter, struck me as being enttrely different 
from the Indians we bad been accustomed to see .... 

These poor people are but sltgbtly provided WiIb wtnter clothing; there ts but Itttle 
game to furntsb skins/or the purpose; and of a Itltle animal whicb seemed to be tbe 
most numerous, it required 20 skins to make a cotx!rlng to the knees. But they are 
still a joyous talkative race, wbo grow/at and become poor WiIb the salmon, wbicb at 
least nelX!r /ail them - the dried being used in the absence of the fresb . We are 
encamped immediately on the riwr bank, and With the salmon jumping up out 0/ tbe 
water, and Indians paddling about in boats made of rnsbes, or laugbing around tbe 
fires, the camp to-night bas quite a lively appearance. 178 

Along Snake River, below Sahnon Fa Us, Indians were frequently encountered: 

- At ewy little rapid whe1'f! fisb are to be caugbt, and the cry "baggat, baggat" 
{fisb] was constantly beard whenever we passed near their buts, or met them in tbe 
road. Very many 0/ them were oddly and partially dressed in owrcoat, sbirt, watst-
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coat, or pantaloons, or wbatever article of clothing they bad been able to procure tn 
tmde from the emigrants;for U~ bad not entirely quilted tbe country wbere bawk's 
bells, beads, and venrlilion, were the current coin, and found tbat bere only useful 
articles, and chiefly clothing, were in great request. These, however, are eagerly 
sougbt after; and for a few trifling Pieces of clotbing, travellers may procure food 
sUfficient to cany them to tbe Co/umlJia.l 79 

fremont forded Snake River at Three Island Crossing Odober 3 and camped on the 
north bank "where we landed, among the Indian lodges, which are semicirrular huts 
made of willow, thatched over with straw, and open to the sunny south. "I80 Passing 
HOI Springs, east of Mountain Home, Odober 5, fremont arrived at Fort Boise October 
9. Crossing the Snake River, Fremont continued to Fort Vancouver. TIlfee years later, 
Otarles Preuss's Oregon Trail map was published. In William Goetzmann's opinion, 
"It was Fremont's greatest contribution to the development of the western frontier." 
Fremont had provided inspiration for emigration, and Preuss had provided a guide. 181 

In addition to encouragement and information directly provided by Fremont to 
potential emigrants, he also aided the western movement wough delivery of leiters 
from successful travelers. TIle following leller was carried east by Fremont and mailed 
in St. Louis August 8, 1844. 

_ Jesse Looney - Oct. 27, 1843. WaHlatpu, Oregon Ter. 

Dear Sir. 
I embrace the qpatuntty if writing to )W.from this far country, afforded me by the 

Tl?tUm if Lieut. Premont to the states this winJer. He think; be wfJJ be at lndeperu:iena!, 
Mo., by january next, uhlch wfJJ be in time fCK those uho tntend Cooltng next sea50n to 
this country to get some information aIx>uJ the rzecessary prepamttons to be made fCK 
thejoumey. 

It is a long tiTf?Some trip.from the stales to this country, but the company if emigrants 
came througb safely this sea50n - to the number if one thousand p!rS01lS, wiJh something 
ru?r one bundred U!l(g01lS - to this place, wblch is 250 miles east if the WtJlamette Valkry, 
arid wiIh the exception if myself and a few albers, they baw aU gone on down, intendtng to 
go through this winJer tJpasibIe. 

About balf of them haw traded cff their stock at WaJIa Walla, 25 miles below here, and 
are going by taller; the balance IW'IJ on by land to the Methodist Mtsston, 175 miles below 
this, intendtng to tala? talter there. I haw stot:Wed here in the Walla Walla Valkry to spmd 
the winJer tn order to saw my stock. This is a.fine valkry 0( /tI wi P.XCe1Jent water. good 
chmate, and thefinest kind ifptne timberon thesUTTOwui! . .' ~liuuntatns; and abooe aI~ a 
first mte m,zge for stock I:xJIh winter and summer. 1be Indians are jrlendIy and haw plenty 
if gmin mid POtatoes, and a good many h~s and cattle. 
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The mtsstonaries at this and the other Missions hate raisaJ fine creps of Il.iJeat, CfK1l, 

potatoes, etc., so that provisions can be procured here upon as good or better terms than in 
the 101lX!r settlements are present. 

Cattle aT!? valuable bere, especially American cattle. Thtngs induced me to stop here for 
the winter, saw my stock and ~ them down in the spring. 

In prefXlringfCK the journey tlC'rC6S the mountains, )W cannot be to /Xlrticular in the 
choice of a U!l(gon - it should be strong tn eta)' /Xlrt, and){?t it sbould not be U!TJ heavy. 
1be large size tux> booe Yana-e U!l(g01lS are the mat suitable U!l(gons that I hate seen on 
this trip. You sbould hate nothing but your clothing, OOidtng and prooisions. Goals are 
chea{X!r here than tn the states. Let )Wr main load be prwisions - flour and lxlcon. Put tn 
abouJ as much loading as one ~ if cattle can dmw bandily, and then put on three ~ 
if cattle and tala? an extra ycM! for a change tn ctISe if failure .from lameness or sore necks, 
and )W can rome wilhout any difficulty. 1be road is good, much better than ut? expected, 
but it is long. Bring aI the /oa;e cattIe)W can get, especially miJdJ cows and hetjers. Do not 
attempt to bring caJws - they wtU not come through and by IOOng them you wtU be in 
danger if laing their mother. I cannot urge you too strongly to be SU1l? if plenty if 
prooisions - do not depnd on the game. You may get some, CK you may not, it is uncertain. 

We la?re abouJ ftw months on the road to this place, and I bad plenty if flour. etc., to do 
me, buJ mat if the company ut?re out long Ixfore they got bere, and there is ItttJe or nothing 
to be bad tn the tmy if prwisions at the forts on the tmy. I zrouId advise you to start as soon 
as the grass wfJJ admit of We might haw started a month sooner than ut? did, and then ut? 

lIX)U/d baw been here to baw gone through wiIh our cattle this winJer. We left Indepm­
dena the 22nd if May, and ut? are just aIx>uJ a month too late. 

Myself arid famtly la?re a/J sick uhen ut? /eft and continued so unttJ liE /eft Blue Riu!r 
~the~~_but~ut?~~~Iand~the~~~to 

mend and continued to do so unttJ ut? are aU 00/. ~ aum health is better than iI bas been 
for manY)mTS, and so far as I baw seen this country I think it is U!TJ brolthjul. 

There ta/S some sickness on the road, though not mat! than might haw been e:<peded 
in so large a company. 1be1l? ut?re.ftw CK six deaths on the road, some by sickness and 
some by acdderIl, and there ut?re some eight or ten btrths on the road. There ta/S /tJJJe or no 
sickness amongst them when they got here. 

c.p on the uhole ut? fared much better than ut? ex:peded. We found water ewy night 
but one, thougb tt lIKlS sometimes not U!TJ good and ~ ahmys found somethtng to TI1tlIir a 
fire, but not a/ways good uood. 

We bad no interruption.from the Indians, unless, indeed, they might haw stolen a booe 
now and then to p,et (I little somethtngfor bringing bim tn. Our greatest dijficuJty was in 
OT:6Sing the riJ' . I . ~nI a ~ them aU safely, except one TrllIi . . " !I'(I, and he did not 
0T:6S with the nuJlIl cullllxmy, havtng quit the comjXlny and gOtterl behtnd. 

MTS. Looney says prepare youTSelws wiJh good strong clothtngfor the road or tbe 
wtld sage will trip you . This sbrub is very plentiful and was hard on our tea1n5, 



especflJlly those that twrlt before, but tt will not be so bad on those that come next 
year, for ttt? have left a platn ttt?1I beaten road all of the taly. 

I wtll have a better opportunUy of giving you an account of this country next 
spring, and want you to write the first chance. No more, your brother unttJ death. 182 

Exploration of the West was boosted by a diplomatic crisis with Mexico in 1845 
arising from Texas annexation measures. Three trans Mississippi expeditions were 
launched that year to gather data on the West, when federal authorities realized that 
war was imminent. However, not aU Western exploration was intended to promote the 
doctrine of manifest destiny. Opponents of expansion attempted to thwart Fremont 
and Senator Benton. llleY found an aUy in another officer of the United States Army, 
Colonel Stepllen Watts Kearny. 

Kearny was detailed with five companies (about 250 ITIen) of the First Dragoons to 
make a cavalry demonstration for the Indians on the Great Plains and thus to awe them 
in preparation for an expected war with Mexico. Furthermore, he was ordered to 
gather information on the plains and to protect the emigration as far as South Pass. As 
an alternative to construction of chains of forts to form nudei of senlements, proposed 
by such proponents of manifest destiny as Fremont and Benton, an experiITlent would 
be made in the use of cavalry forays as a means of keeping peace and rontroUing the 
Indians. Kearny's pessimistic mind saw the West not as Fremont's garden of opportu­
nity inviting senlement, but instead as an uninhabitable desert. 

Kearny's expedition included two Howitzers and herds of canle and sheep and was 
expected to be self-sufficient, grazing its horses on the prairies. Kearny was assisted by 
Lieutenant William B. Franklin of the Topographical Engineers as cartographer. 

Kearny ultimately covered 2,200 miles in 99 days, foUowing the Plane River Road to 
South Pass. As he had hoped, he successfully demonstrated the utility of mounted 
troops on the Great Plains and provided ammunition for those who saw the military's 
role in the West as simply one of frontier defense, rather than as an active agent of 
emigration and settieITlent. 

Two years later, with the ronclusion of the Mexican War, Kearny (now a general) 
returned to the plains. He marched from Sutter's Fort in California to Fort Leavenworth 
via the California Trail-Humboldt River route through Fort Hall. 

While Kearny was out demonstrating that a series of Oregoo Trail posts was 
urmecessary, Congress decided to go ahead with such a plan. Presidents Tyler and 
Polk had requested such action regularly after 1841. By act of May 19, 1846, Congress 
provided for a series of protective emigrant-trail forts. An expedition of mounted 
riflemen was expected to build them. 1ltis effort was diverted by Mexican War 
rommitrrlents; but following a settlement in 1848 with Mexico, the plan went into effect. 

Held back by Mexican War diversions foUowed by financial and logistical problems, 
United States Army officers fmally came West in 1849 to establish a series of emigrant 

road posts authorized in 1846. Several detachments of mounted riflemen undertook the 
task . After an earlier choice of a Missouri River Fort Kearny had proved inappropriate, 
a new Platte River Fort Kearny was built. Farther west, Fort Laramie was converted into 
an army installation. As a Hudson's Bay Company post, Fort HaU could not be 
transformed into an army outpost so easily. But a temporary Cantonment Loring was 
started nearby. FOIl Dalles and Fort Vancouver completed the series a year later. No 
permanent army fort was built in 1849, although two army outposts, Fort Boise and FOIl 
Hall (neither close to its Hudson's Bay Company antecedents), eventually were 
provided for Idaho. While passing by on their construction camp-aign, however, anny 
units were conspicuous and active in 1849. 

Colonel WUltam Win Loring set out from Fort Leavenworth for Fort Vanrouver 
with over 600 men and officers, 700 horses, 1,200 mules, and 171 wagons with oxen to 
puU them. With that large force, he faced major problems in trying to reach Oregon 
during California's 1849 gold rush. Some of his rommand deserted to go hunt gold. AU 
of his riflemen were inconvenienced by lack of grazing land for their horses, mules, and 
oxen. The debris enrountered by the riflemen along the road dramaticaUy illustrated 
the hardships of emigration: 

_ The camps of the emtgrants now begin to bear evident stgns of thetr coruJttion. 
Provisions oj ewry description ~e lying about in piles. All surplus baggage which 
had impeded thetr march aruJ assisted in breakir'g down thetr teams was now throum 
away. Thetr toogons were broken up to mend others, wbile some were left along the 
road. Thetr loss of cattle was daily increastng .. .. 163 

Osbome Cross added, "I saw ooe emigrant who had lost four yoke of oxen. He and 
many others were going ahead with their packs 00 their backs, trusting to chance to 
reach California "1M He wrote of a ~ite a few days later: 

_ The place where we stowed at ttoo 0 'clock had been made a general resttng 
place for the emtgrants. Here were talgons lying in every dtrecttan, old clothes -
from an old hat to a pair oj boots, cooking utensils of every descriptton, aruJ a varlety 
oj arttcles too numerous to mention were scattered about as if there had been a 
,p,eneral break-up in camp.165 

But he held little !>ympathy for the emigrants, coffiITlenting, "It was high tiITIe, for 
many of them had started with an idea that two thousand pounds could be carried 
without the least difficulty, nor could they be made to believe anything to the contrary 
until it was found to be almost too late."I86 

voss' division arrived at the Bear River July 24 . Although he found Sublette's Cut­
off to provide good water and grass, he complained about its mountainous character. 
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At near River he found that the grass had been destroyed by the emigrants "who are 
scattered along the river as far as the eye can see."I87 Cross passed "Peg Leg" Smith's 
trading post July 28 and Soda Springs AuguS! I before camping two miles beyond 
Steamboat Spring. 

At Fort Hall, Loring reorganized the three divisions into two for the remainder of the 
journey and left a rifle regiment behind to eSlablish the tent camp of Cantonment 
Loring, three to five miles above Fort Hall . voss described Fort Hall : 

- It Is built of clay aruJ much in the form of Fort Laramie, hatting a large sallyport 
which fronts the Portneuj, with its tvalls extending back totvard the banks of Snake 
river. There Is a blockhouse at one of the angles. The buildings inside are built 
agaitlSt the side of the wall aruJ of the same materials. The rooms are all small aruJ by 
no means comfortable. Being generally intended for one person, they are contracted 
and dark, hatting but a small tttiruJow aruJ one door. 188 

voss found an exceedingly rough road across the Snake River plain. He recorded 
one clay that they had marched "through duS! half-leg deep."I89 They passed American 
Falls AuguS! IO and camped at Little Salmon Falls AuguS! 15. voss passed Thousand 
Springs the next cby and encountered twelve lodges of Indians at Salmon Falls: 

_ ... some oval in form, and others of a semtdrcular shape, all opening totvard or 
from the sun as might be required. These lodges um? made of green willow brush, 
their tops bent over and fastened together. When.fresh they look not unlike a willow 
grolX!, but when the leaves become withered they resemble, at a distance, bunches of 
dry weeds and might halX! been easily passed without being noticed. 190 

voss found the Indians engaged in spearing fish. He recorded, "These people were 
aJrnoS! in a Slate of nudity, the men having a covering about their hips made of rabbit 
skins, while the women had for petticoats dressed skins and for robes either undressed 
rabbit or squirrel skins, which were a substitute for blankets." 191 

The riflemen found the descent on August 18 to lhree Island Crossing treacherous: 

_ It was very dtjJicult to descend the hills, aruJ in spite of all efforts to the contrary 
the tvagons would get such headway as to render it dangerous to hold on to ropes 
attached to them. I here witnessed the capsizing of several, throwing boxes aruJ 
barrels tn all directions. 192 

After one soldier drowned in an attempt to ford the Snake River, Loring decided to 
leave the main route of the Oregon Trail in favor of the South Alternate. 

A camp was made on Bruneau River August 24. Cross remarked the next clay, 
"Nothing up 10 this time had saved us since leaving Fort Hall but the decreasing of the 
loads , which took place every three to four days, the breaking up of wagons, and 

turning the moS! indifferent mules into the drove and taking the best to replace 
them."19J Castle Buttes, which "only wanted the ivy to complete the touch," were nOled 
August 25.194 Passing Givens HOI Springs August 27, Cross arrived opposite Fort Boise 
two clays later. He recorded, "The walls and blockhouses are placed at the comers so 
as to protect the several sides, and the sallyport or main entrance opens on Snake River. 
Inside the walls the buildings are arranged around the four sides, one story high, and 
similar in formation in every respect. "195 

While Loring's force continued west to Fort Vancouver, Howard Stansbury and a 
train of topographical engineers came to Salt Lake and scouted to find road routes and 
potential fort sites. With eighteen men, five wagons, and forty-six horses and mules, he 
joined an emigrant company. 

From Salt Lake, Stansbury journeyed via parts of the Califomia Trail and Hudspeth's 
Cutoff to Fort Hall and Cantonment Loring, where he found the troops quartered in 
tents and engaged in the construction of a more subslantiaJ post. Returning to Fort 
Bridger, he camped September IO in a little meadow on the south bank of Blacks Fork 
about five miles from Fort Bridger. 

Cantonment Loring was eSlablished by Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Andrew Porter 
about five miles above Fort Hall on August 6, 1849, to prOiect emigrants on the traiL It 
was vacated about May 1, 1850, because of lack of supplies, and the post was moved to 
lhe Dalles, Oregon. 

To reach Fort Hall from Salt Lake City, Stansbury examined a route later developed 
as the Bannock Mounlain Road. SlanSbury regarded this route as the best natural road 
re had seen; and until a patreuf Canyon toll road supplaned • in 1&":6, Stansrurys lOlte 
(which used ~ d Hudspeth's Cutoff ino Hawkins Basin) accanrnodtted MORana freig/1 
traffK: from ~t Lake. 

Prri to 0viI War haliIiies, seIectioo of a Pacific railroad rolte appeared to create as 
insoluble a poIJical pubiem as drl slavery. In an anernp to resdve a disp.1e that aroused 
JocaI as well as sectOla.l rivalry, federal authaiies k:dced to the "disint~ed judgmert d 
scieoce."196 E1atxrate natwaI resource invertcns were ampiJed. 

By 1854 engineering exped.6ns were engaged in Pacific railroad surveys. lrese 
investigatioos assembled a.ocI pubIistxrl scHtifK: infoonati:xl moch braider in 5C:q)e than 
simple engineering repoos. In later Idaho, I£utenanl John Mullan inveiigated a rolte 
between Lemhi Pass and Fort Hall. Fmally F. W. Lander's Wyooling-ldaho survey examired a 
new Sollh Pass-Foo Hall conne<:.tioo. 

Dissllisfled wah the results d Mullan's a.ocI cther IlOItlrm expIcratioos, Washin~on's 

terriOOaI legislature iliipatched one of General Isaac I. Stevens' civilian engners, Frederick 
West Larx:Ier, to expIa-e the feasibilly of a Puget SouOO-to-Solth Pass variatim LaMer !red 
a rot1e from Sollh Pass to Fat HaJJ that ran nath d any emigraI1 road then in use. 197 

Scienific repots, however, could nct overcare J:re-Civil War sectiooaI rivalries among 
poter1ial tenninaJ ciies. Qlica~, ~ Louis, Memphis, and New Orleans, among ciliers, had 
SIrOOg suppat. Blt no one ciy could get a route designated Railroad conSlruction delays 
led to demands for a national wagon-road progrMl1, particuJarly from Westerners such as 
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Senator John B. Weller of Califcmia. TI1is pressure fmally led to a PacifIC Wagon Rood Offk:e 
in 1857. The offICe was attadled to the Department of the Interior, rather than the amlY, 
because of popJIar disillusionment with the effectiveness of milfary-sponsored SUlVeys. 

In 1858, while Lander was completing construction ci his new road, J~on ordered the 
an11y's Chief Topographical Engineer, CapainJames H. SimpIon, to survey a new wagon 
rood between Camp floyd and FOIt Bridger. The foUowing year, the an11y made a sy~en'tJtic 
att~ to locate a wagoo rood in the Oregon Country to connect. The Dalles with Camp 
Hoyd. General William S. Hamey, now coounanding the Deputment of Oregon, ordered 
Caplain Heruy D. Wallen and Tq:>agraphical Engineer LieUlenant Joseph Dixon to explore 
south of the regular Oregoo Trail. Fcoo1 Camp Hoyd, they returned along the emigrant rood. 
ntis expedi.ion sha1ened and improved the reiuJar Oregon Trail and proved that no feasible 
alternative mUle west of Camp floyd existed. J98 Then Civil War distra<1ions ten1poo1fily 
tenninated wagoo-rood COINru<1ioo in the we~. 

The rew United States Army Fat &lise was established July 4, 1863, in response to 
emigrart rood and mining camp miliary problems. A series of camps and pa;ts followed at 
~egic en1igranl rood locations. 

Problems of defending ~ge !ires along Idaho emigrant roods fmally led to a series ci 
~ War mililary caITlj:xIigns fran 18&5 to 1868. General George Qook took over Fat 
&>ise late in 1867 and instiuted a new tactic of winler Indian campaigning that led to an end 
of trail h<Nilities. 

Miltuy installations (puticuIarIy Fat &lise) along emigrant roads contriblted greatly to 
local econcmic eJqXll1Sion and ~bilty. Fort &>ise also served as a center fcr culture and 
society in a remae frontier COO1ffiuniry. WID less of a local economic 00se and wID a 
scattering community that 10'il coleiion, Soda Springs went into a decline after Camp Conner 
was aOOn<b1ed and after Malad supplanted Soda Srring; as Oneida Courty seat in 18&5. A 
rew Monmn Soda Springs, established in 1870, had a rrrre serure foundation am survived 
as a COO1ITluniy. Because of the problems involved wi.h trying to develop whie settlements 
in Irililn lands, Foo Hall (as an an11y pO'il) drl na suppoIt an adjacert conununiy. Other 
Idaho miliary iX>6lS (such as those on Camas Prairie and along the ~ River) were 
aOOrxbned pricr io later senlemeB. 

MQ';t emigraB Indian skinnish sies canna be located too p-ecisely, bUl two map- <nS 

(Ward's, 00lf Milileton, Idaho, and Utter's, 00If the Snake River) can be rler1hd. A 
tradiional Alma massacre sie is associated wID an actual incrlent Sepember 12, 1862, of 
such variaB propooion as to create an insunnoonta~e probIen1 in identification. A slightly 
different siuatioo associated wID three skirrni'iI1es AUglN 9, 1862, near Massacre Rocks 
involves an inI~ and recovera~e sie next to Hunt Poirt, !OO')( of two miles from a 
fmnation nan1ed fcr that affair. 

Army respoosibilks for responding to Indian crises iocreased after several Bannock 
and Nathm ~ 00nds were doniciled at Fen Hall. A series c:J treaties was 

supposed to have provrled for peare and friendship. Failure to olxain Senate ratification of 
two of them (a Fat &lise treaty signed October 10, 1864, and a Bruneau treaty of Apil12, 
1866) left a considerable trail corridor uncovered after!OO')( Indians to wl1OO1 they applied 
moved 10 FOIl Hall in 1869. But more fortunate bands that at I~ had treaties did ~ oI:tain 
much peace and friendship from the provisions thereof. Army unls had to be ready to react 
to very difficult situations when FOIt Hall Indians would incur white displeasure as they 
aJntinued to travel their tradibnal rCAtes in search ci camas felds, hunting ranges, and 
fishing centers. 199 After the Fat Hall reservation was established, a rew Unfed Stales Army 
FOIt Hall was built in 1870, fifteen miles from an Indian comn'lunity of FoIt I-IaIJ that served as 
re5elValion heackJuarters. 

With the fOlTl13tion of Oarence King's Unted States Geological Survey, the army's role in 
Western exploration diminished. As Irrlians were forced onto reservations, the army assumed 
simple police fun<1ions when ~ fJghting wars. Civilians assumed direction of federal 
surveys. 

Military activlies cortinued through 1878 and 1879, when Bannock and Sreepeater 
campaigns were COO1pleted. wren Irililn host.iIiies carre to an eOO, an11y ~tions were 
aOOrxbned or opered to homesteading. Fat &lise cortinued as an army OOrracks from 1879 
to 1912, while Fat Hall beC301e an Interior Deputrrert Irililn schoo in 1883. 

Mtltlary Fort Hall. (W. H. jackson, 1871, USGS No. 52) 
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GOODALE'S curOFF 

Fort Hall 
to Ditto Creek 
Maps 93 -121 

The various emigrant trails and later stage and freight roads which followed the 
general route of Fort Hall - Big Southern Butte/ Camas Prairie are induded as the 
Goodale's Cutoff of the Oregon Trail. lhis cutoff had been used by fur traders for 
many years, and emigrant wagons had traversed the eastern section as early as 1852. 
A manuscripl map prepared in the Willamelle Valley, May 4, 1853, identified Goodale's 
general route from Fort Hall through Camas Prairie as a "new road traveled by wagon 
first july 2M, 1852 " A decade later, emigrants traveling on Goodale 's route noticed 
places along the trail where a trunk had been abandoned in 1853 and where names 
had been carved in 1854 on rocks and trees. 'Ihen in 1855, Granville O. Haller's expe­
dition carne across Camas Prairie to retaliate against the Boise Indians who partiCipated 
in the 1854 Ward Massacre. Haller's men proceeded north to the upper Salmon, but a 
special agent , Nathan Olney, continued eastward over the late Goodale route with a 
small force to Fort Hall to consult with the Indians there. Although traffic on this 
northern route must have been extremely light until after 1860, Governor K Warren 
labeled the eastern portion 'Jeffers Road" on his large 1859 map of the West. Alonzo 
Leland's 1863 map of the Idaho mining country, used widely at the time, repeated 
Warren's identification of jeffers Road and identified Goodale's route across Camas 
Prairie Simply as the "New Emigrant Road." With the Salmon River gold rush in 1862, 
an emigrant party prevailed upon Tim Goodale to take them over the northern route 
west from Fort Hall in the hope that they might approach the new mines more directly. 
His party induded a number of prominent later-Idaho residents who renamed the route 
for Goodale. That was the name that stuck: Goodale's Cutoff. 

U A very reliable" mountain trader in the Snake country before Idaho was senJed, 

Tim Goodale knew just about all of the Indian and fur trade trails of the valley and 
mountain country north of the Snake. For the 1862 trip Goodale used the jeffers Road! 
Camas Prairie route . Selling out from the Snake River july 22, 1862, Goodale's wagon" 
train collected into a large force to avoid Indian trouble. Near Craters of the Moon, 

Goooole stopped for a day Ouly 28) to gather up still more wag,ons. This precaution 
gave him a force of 795 men, augmented by 300 women and children. With such a 
show of strength, his wagons escaped the kind of misfortune of some emigrants who 
ran into an Indian fight at Massacre Rocks, August 9, on the regular Oregon Trail south 

of the Snake River. 
Goodale's Cutoff departed the Oregon Trail at Fort Hall , crossed the Snake River 

Plain past Big Southern Butte to Lost River, and then headed west across Camas Prairie. 
Camas Prairie provided an approach to the Boise region that stayed north of the broad 
valley of the Snake. The cutoff rejoined the Oregon Trail at Ditto veek. 
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Emigrant Trail (Visible) 
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Ore variar1 d Goodale's C\1off crossed 
!he Snake River ro a ferry located near FOIl 
Hall. This ~ did oct remain in busi­
ness too long as moo ci tre traIOC I.l.ilized Ihe 
Meeks and GiOOoo Felly at Ferry Butte (see 

Map 99). Townsie and agrK:ulturai develop­
mer1S have destroyed !raCeS of tre roule. 

_ julius Merrill . AugUSt 2(i 1864. 

fieri? ue are, upon a Sl~ge plain, wiJh roads 
rnnning in ewry direction. We are at a fa;s 

uiJidJ to taM!. We know there are two ferries 
~ the Snake River, one at Fat HaJJ and 
the other alJoce. We finally agrre upon a road 
and trawl unJil noon .... Tbere is a train a 
shon dtstaru:e ahead, and.from them Durbin 
mms that UX! are on the road to Salt Lake. We 
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turned back to the crrek UX! bad /eft, uiJidJ UX! 

reachaJ about 3 0 'cJocJz PM. and cam[X!d fer 
the nigbt. BUlIiIJIe besides sagebrush for feed. 
Willows fer wxxI. fieri? UX! find (as many sus­
pected) that Kennedy and wife are not man 
and wife. Tbere are many such wbo CTt1SS the 
plains. A mapity of them baw famiJtes in the 
StaIi5. August 27. Succeeded in getting 
upon the ri8bt road. Trawl in direction if 
Butte MounJain {Big SoUlhern BuUli. We 
ca'Tl'1fJaJ at nigbt near old Fort HaJJ. Tbere is 
notbill8 kft but the rnins if 5elX!rai adciJe 
buildings, a jew gralX!S, and setmlllxxlies (er 

reds) if old .freigbt wagons. In Us fXlhniesl 
da~ it must baw 00m a small affair.... The 
stage company bas two mowirlg machines at 
1m cutting bay. We IIX!re told they bad foe 
bwulrrxl tons in stack and trere sttJ/ cutttng 
A goodly number of s/.alk; was in sigbt. 



~ . 

" 

August 28 One mile from Fen HaD is a 
good ferry acroo SnaIrl! Riwr. We swam our 
cattJe. 1he riWr was qutJe low, but the 
current strong. I should judge it to re fully 
Ibirty yards in widJb. ConsidembIe ttmber 
along its ronks. Pass sew-aI large sprin.gs, 
and four miles from the ferry is the last one. 
After /ooving Ibis ue get no more feed or tmJer 

fiT Ibtrty-jiw miles acroo the de;ert to BUlle 
MounJain /Big SouIbem BUlteI We arrtwd 
here abouJ 2 0 'cJock PM. We taJz a lunch, 
but the cattle uen? noI aJ/owxI kJ rut Ixmuse 
Ibe majorily ooted nay. (Ibis stqJ just past 
!JJrlnpjieldl an 

\1\1"), 

The Goodale's Cutoff FOIt Hall variant 
heads north across lava beds, arid lange­
land, and deep-well irrigated cropland. 
Road construction and agricultulal devel­
opmenI have destroyed any traces of the 
eastern variant. The western route is 
visible toward Big Southern Bune. 
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After crossing the Snake River at <::ft d 
several crossing<;, ~ emigrarts wishing to 
fdIow the Goodale's Cttdf rouId use Big 
Southern Bllte as tlrir guiding laOOmark. 
However, in ~ 3S miles between ~ Snake 
River am Big Southern Bllte, lay sage­
rovered saOOy soil between large lava flows. 
PrO to the ~ of modern roads, 
several variants were used to reach Big 
Southern Bllte by emigrarts and later stage 
am freigtt tralfc. 

1k fClI1e smWll on tlUs map follows a 
direct line from Fat HaU to Big Solthm 
&1te. In 1895 Samuel G. ROOades am Will­
iam B. Kimrel ncted tlUs fO\1e during their 
~ survey d TOWIl'ihip 2 Solth, Range 
31 Ea5t for the General J..aryj Offre. In 1911, 
Basd C. Perkins ncted tlUs fO\1e as ~ rood 
to ArreOCan Falls during his General land 
0f0Ce cadastral stUVey of Township 1 South, 
Range 30 Ea5t. 

- Julius Merrill - August 28, 
1864. At 4 o'clock PM. UX! started upon 
the dreaded drive, intendtng to drilX! all 
night the first part of the road UU5 fair, but 
at ten o'clock the road was so rocky and 
dusty and the ntght so dark UX! were afraid 
to risk our UK4gons longer. After consulta­
tion, UX! decided to camp until daybreak. 
Our cattle UX! chained to the wagons tn 
sagebrush too thick for them all to lie 
down. It was the best the country afforded. 
Our beds were soon made, and UX! tn the 
/and of Nod. :XJl 

1k Merrill Party in 1864 may have 
fdlowed eiher tlUs lO\1e Oater called the 
Rood to ArreOCan Falls) or the rrore eastern 

fClI1e p1Sl Tabor, ldam. Bcth mIleS would 
rresent simi1ar hard<rup; in reaching Big 
Scuhem Bllte. 

_ Julius Merrill - August 29, 

1864. On the road agatn at daybreak. We 
did not stop to get breakfast, as UX! wished 
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to take advalltage of the cool of the day. We had 
a deculed advantage over our stock , as we 
could take some [Tackers and a cup of milk by 
the roaclside and eat while the leam was in 
motion. We had gone about two miles when we 
overtook a large trail! that had passed us in the 
night after we had camped Some of them were 
ready to start, and some were yet eating their 
breakfast with stock loose. 1beir wagons had 
been left in the road. As we drove up, the for­
ward part of the tr{Jin drolK! on in order to keep 
the road. We waited f or those not yet ready to 
nU>1K! 011 . It is nothing uncommon f or a train to 
be stopped in this manner. Suppose Ihere are 
tUJO trains camped within a mile of each other. 
The rear train starts in the morning and reaches 
the other train just as the first wagon is in mo­
tion and by fast driving gets into the road just 
ahead frl order riot to split a train, those who 
have had the road for a mile are compelled to 
wail for the next train to file into the road. Had 
we been allowed to pass, we would have bee 
.fifteen minutes in advance of their train . Many 
a time I halK! seerl them drive at top speed in 
order to get ahead and then be still more pro­
ooktng by driving slowly. It is the way of the 
emigrant, mean, contemptible, and selfish. The 
heat of the day increased as the sun rose. It was 
hot and SUltry. The dust was ankle deep, and as 
there was no tvind it slowly raised, enveloping 
our wagons in an almost continual cloud. We 
spared not the lash. Our next watering place 
was at Butte Mountain. In our impatience, the 
distance between us lessened slowly. Our callie 
were quite lively uTltil towarcls noon when they 
began to get heedless. The fXXJr brutes! 7bey had 
had no food since yeaterday morning and no 
water since 4 PM. of the same day. Such abstin­
ence, w(th a rough road, under such a scorch­
ing sun would lell severely upon any team.:xJ2 
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Various ahemates are evrlent as the trail 
~ Big Southern Bltle. The American 
Falls Road awoa<fles fmn the so~~ 
exmpleting a nearly Slraighlline from F~ 
Hall. TIle Blackfoo to Arco Rood crosses the 
railway tr .. cks am heads in a nathwesterly 
am then wem1y dinxti::>n toward Big 
Southern Btne. Continuous remnants are 
visible am cntinue to be used as unim­
poved roods. Remnants are also visible 
almg the eastern edge ci the bune, and dis­
crnlinuous ruts can be viewed as the fOlle 
heads ooIth~ away fn:m the Ixne. 
Remnants ci the Big Bltle stage stati:I1 are 
eWIent in Sectioo 12, TIN, R29E. OnJWle 1, 
1879, A1exarxler Tqx:nre started a stage line 
between Blackfoo, Challis, 0Jster, am B0-
nanza. Within a year, Ile expmded his line 
to the Wood River Crumy. Wilen Gilmer & 
~bury were awarded the mail a:>ruaa for 
the fOlle m July 1, 1881, Tqx:>OCe scld his 
lire to the su~ biller. The stage line 
remained in ~ uOOer v.uious owrers 
Ul1.il the ~ ci the Blackfoo-to­
Mackay railway lire in 1901. 

_ Mrs. W. A. Lougbary • July 17, 
1864. We mow on where soon ue came to 
a parched sandy waste where not a sign of 
animal or vegetable Itfe 15 seen, only rocks 
and sand. Our eyes soon began to pain 
where uru nothing to rest upon but bleacb­
ing sand. We stowed at noon, gaw our 
borses a small btt of corn meal and about 
one gallon each of water carned from the 
Fort in a ten gallon keg. We bad been 

directed to go to a certain large Butte 
whicb became visible in tbe afternoon, - at 
its base uru a large spring. On aruJ on we 
slowly went but the Butte seemed to get but 
Iiltle nearer, -yet we must reacb iI or SUffer. 
At twtIigbt we got to the Butte and to find 
the spring with thick ckIrkness coming on 
was the first consideration. After groping 
about ue discovered a trail leading up to 
tbe side i1lto a ravine where ue supposed 
was the spring. My husband mounted on a 
trusty horse, uell armed, started, after 
gotng about one ha!f a mile saw a camp 
fire around which he could see some men 
and horses. He came back and took every 
man (fiw) and all the horses, and started 
out agatn, finding the men to be white and 
seemtngly wry accommodating. The 
horses had water and some brought back 
in demijohns for us, but we were too much 
frightened to stop to cook, believtng that the 
men seen were 'land pirates ' aidtng the 
indians, so ue u.ent a short distance and 
found some dry grass for our horses; made 
no fire or light and croucbed in our 
UXlgons and UXltched all night by turns.103 

!Jau of l£md Management Archaeologist Richard Hill conducting a recording of a 
cairn on the north side of Goodale's Cutoff on the SrUJke Riter Plain . (Bureau Of 

land Management) 7 
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Localed close 10 a traditional Shoshone 
winter campground, this area includes the 
headquarters for Ihe Fort Hall Reservalion. 
The Oregon Trail continues in a westerly 
direction; the Lander Road rums southwest 
down Ross Fork, and Goodale's CUloff 
heads north 10 a crossing of the Snake 
River. Physical evidence of the trails has 
been destroyed by lownsile and agricul­
rural developments. The Utah and North­
ern Railway came through the area in 

1878. Highway 91 now crosses all three 
of the trails. The Ross Fork Oregon Short 
Line Railroad Depot and Ross Fork 
Episcopal Church are listed in the Nalional 
Regisler of Hisloric Places. Mosl emigrants 
on Goodale's CUloff headed north loward 
Ferry Bune, bUI some opled 10 travel 10 a 
ferry near Fort Hall thaI was in operation 
for a short time. Laler emigrants could 
also travel 10 Blackfoot and cross on a 
ferry thaI was superseded by a bridge 
in 1881. 

Goodale's Cutoff aC'1ruS the Snake RiU!T Plain . (Richard D. Hill Bureau of Land 
Managenumt, 1988) , 
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This variant ci Goodale's iliotf 
skirts the ea& side ci Ferry Bune to the 
crossing of me Snake River. Farly users 
ci me roule headed in a COlhweslerly 
directffi A variant followed m up the 
roth skie to cmned wilh a later stage 
rood. This route almg me roM edge 
eX the Snake River was OOled by JOOn 
B. Davrl in his cad35tral SU/Vey fa- the 
Gerernl Land Office in ]876. Traces eX 
the rOUles have been desI.royed byag­
OCuIrural developnefll. 

On January 28, 1864, me Idaho 
TerriOOal Legislature granted Jacob 

T. 2 S. 

T . 3 S. 

Meeks and John P. Gibson a len-year 
fraochise to operate a ferry at any point 
wihin two miles below me mouth ci the 
Blackfoot River. TIley were allowed to 
dlarge eadl wagon with 2,0CfJ pouOOs or 
uMer, $4.00; eam a<lliiooal 1,0CfJ pouOOs, 
$100; mules and carne, per head, $0.75. 

_ General Patrick II Connor -

June 3, 1863. The region irnmediately 
about the S1l1Jke RiIX!r at this feny, whtch 
is about ten miles east of old Fort Hall, is 
a dry, barren sand pia tn, the road to the 
feny being exceedingly heavy and difficult 
to tralX!rSe .... 104 
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_ Colonel Reuben F. Maury -

August 24, 1863. Our present camp ts on 
the Port Neuf River, about four miles from 
Fort Hall and about eighteen miles below 
the ferry across Snake River, at the mouth 
of Blackfoot Creek.... I amwd at and 
crossed Snake River on the 17th, uiJen I 
met Captain [Medorem) Crauford of the 
Overland Escort, both reaching the ferry 
at the same hour. He had left hts camp on 
Ross Fork, uiJere the routes for the north 
and south sides of Snake Rtver separate, 
and uas undetermined as to which he 
UXYUId take .... ~ 

'\\ ' 

, /i '·. 1. 
il' ' .. 

R. 34 E. 

_ Mrs. W. A Lougbary 

-July 14 1864. Go down the 
river two miles to the ferry. More 
traders cabins and Indian wig­
talTnS all together. We sold them 
flour for $3.00 per hundred and 
paid for ferryage $3.00 for each 
talgon and eight cents per head 
for all stock including the axen 
and horses attached to wagons. 
Leavtng only one yoke to a talg­
on, the others with the loose stock 
tam? swum across in safety.»6 
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A variant of Goodale's Cutoff parallels Highway 26 across agricul ­
turJllands and arid rangeland. This route was noted as the stage road 
from Arco to BlackfOOl by Fred J. Mills and Frank Riblen in their 1893 
cadastr.ll survey for the General Land Office A railroad to Mackay was 
constructed through the area in 1901 to beller serve the mining inter­
ests of the upper counlJy Recent irrigation from wells continues to 
transform rangeland into cropland. Traces of the route have been 
destroyed by this development. 
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Goodale's Cuiolf heads in a llOIthwesterly 
directioo, and the Fort Hall variant rontinues 
in a nortldy fashioo. Bah routes traverse 
lava beds, aM rangeland, and deep-well 
irriglled aopand The 15X)1 BlackfocHo­
Mackay railroad JXlI'illeis Goodale's ClIIoff. 
Traces ci the routes have been obliterated by 
deveJopnenL 

wtUklm E. Wbeeler, editor of the 
Blackfoot newspaper, made the following 
observations on his trip over the route in 
the spring of 1881: 

_ Leaving Blackfoot at 10:30 A M. 
last Sunday on one of Gt/mer, Salisbury & 
Co. 's stage coaches, ue were soon rol/tng 
across the law beds, and after a ride oj 
about six bours stopped at the Big Butte 
station kept by Mrs. A. [Alexander} 
Toponce, uiJere an elegant suwer was all 
ready and tMtling uiJtcb was partaken oj 
with a relisb. In balf an bour ue were 
again on the road and a three bours drive 
brougbt us toArco where our load was 
divided, part going to Cballis, ue taking a 
new coacb were soon off again. At tuelve 
o'clock Cbampagne station was reached, 
uiJere ue stopped for a few moments for a 
luncb and were again push ing for 
Bellevue; 7 AM. brougbt us to Fisb Creek 
station wbere a first-class breakfast was 
soon prepared for us, wbich all did justice 
10. We were soon on the road again and at 
11:30 AM., just tuenty-ftve bours after 
leaving Blackfoot ue were loaded at the 
company's ojftce in BeIIevue.:xl7 
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lbree routes of Goodale's Cutoff join as 
one in Section 33, TlN, R32E. All three lr.lvel 
through lava beds, arid r.:mgeland, and deep­
well irri~ted aupland Highway 26 am the 
1~1 BlackfcxHo-M3ckay railrrod parallel or 
a~xima[e two of the routes. Oiscootinuous 
segmerus are visible as the routes approach 
[heir junction. The lava flows [0 the west of 
the trail are currently Wilderness Study Areas. 
In 1911 Albert Smilh Jr., Willi:un J Rafferty 
and Basil C Pelies n~ed a [e1ephone line 
along Blackfoo Road during their cadastral 
survey of this area. 
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TIle route closely parallels the 190 1 
Blackfool-lo-Mackay railroad across lava 
beds, arid rangeland, and deep-weU 
irrigated cropland. The Idaho National 
Engineering Laboratory, founded in 1949, 
lies north of the trail. Atomic City became 
a community where workers at the engin­
eering laboratory lived. The small com­
munity is now mostly a support center 
for area ranchers and farmers. 
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The route on the ea~ern edge of 
Map 103 is deeply eroded in places. 
Although it is rough, the route is visible 
as it progresses west and has been 
marked. Discontinuous remnants are 
visible until the tf"Jil enters agricultural 
lands southwe~ of Atomic City. The trail 
is used as unimproved road as it turns 
west toward Big Southern Bune. 
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Goodale's CttolJ ('OOtinues in a north­
wesIerly direaion aaa;s the Idaho Natiooal 
Engineering laboratory (INEL), a re5tOCted 
area a~ered by ~ DeJ:xutmeri a 
Energy, ldalx> Falls. Special permission is 
needed to enter ~ INEL. 

Coriinuoos disturbed remnaI1S are visi­
ble, and sane portions a ~ lOtte continue 
in use as an unimproved road The IOlte 

serwates inlo two ahernates in SediJn 2, 
TIN, R27E. 1k rottes trerge ooee again in 
aOOu fifteen miles. Emigrants fcllowed 00th 
trails, btt ~ 8Iadd'oct, Chillis, and Wood 
River ~ge lire used the northern route. 

_ Julius MerriU . August 30, 
1864. There being no water for our stock, 
UX! resolved to push on to Lost River, the 

next watering place, fifteen miles distant. 
We had a gcxxi road and easy grade. We 
first reached the riVer about ten miles.from 
the butte. There UX!re a few cottonwoods 
along its banks, wttb an abundance of 
bunch grass. Why call U a river? The very 
boulders in its bed seem parched with the 
drought. 7bere is a well-Worn channel 
three or four rods in width. In the earlier 
part of the season there was UXJter, judging 
.from the camptng places along its banks. 
We follOUX!d up this "rlver"for five miles 
uiJen a few ravens attract-ed our attention 
by the river. They surely ux>u/d not be there 
without water! Ujx,m looking UX! found a 
pool of UXJter nearly three feet In depth . 
Again UX!re our cattle without water for 
tUX!nty-two hours. 'X>8 
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Goodale's Cl10ff variants parallel each ~ in a nathwesterly directioo 
As !he north ahemate afJlYOOches Lat River, the rotte divides; • rrerges 
again soUlh ci !he Arco Aitpat. One trail cra;ses !he I..M River twice, 
fXlSSing the Old Arco ste, then runs west to repin the other route. TIle 
sites ci the Arco Stage Statrin arrl JUOC'tion (Old Arco) shared a coounon 
locatioo. In 15X)1 , !he site was bypLSSed by the Blackfoct-to-Mackay 
railway line arrl all b.Jsinesses were transferred to !he present town ci Arco. 
Remnants are visible 00 the north arrl south variant until !he routes reach 
irrigated farmland. 
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_ Mrs. W. A Lougbary.]uIy 18, 
1864. Ifle go ill the direction and soon 
reach Lost River which rises and sinks 
because of its running through a volcanic 
region where great piles of molten rocks 
and black sand haIR intercepted the river 
bed, turning it hither and thither and often 
cmtsing the absence of any river at all. No 
lJegetation was visible except an occasional 
parched liP bllnch of sage brush .. .. The 
whole scene collld only remind one of the 
black valley of death .Xl9 

- NeI& Slater -july 15, 1862. 
Came 10 miles further to Lost creek. It is a 
realllifuJ stream and runs smooth and swtfl. 
1be camJry around is IX!ry nxkY and l:Jrrkm 
wiJh btgh mountatns. july 16 7bts morn­
tn,g at half fXlSt tI:Jra! 0 'clock Father breaJhai 
his last Or! earth. He UXt.S Wzerz IX!ry bad in 
the night uiJtJe crwtrzg the desert and apt 

, , 
" 

;::: .. 
. ( ' . 

getttr/8 trorSe tiJJ he died. ... 1be jurzemJ UXt.S 

prmcbed at 10 o'clock by Mr. IIac:h!t, a 
prmcher tn the Imin. We burled htm half a 
mtJe souJb if the crmz and four rods uest if 
the road lx!neath an Indian carupy. He di«J 
Or! the 26th of July 1862, OfJai 53)mTS 7 
months and 17 days. 210 
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Goodale's ilidf alternates cooverge 
and rortinue in a 9Jl1hweserly direru::n 
As ~ trail a~ the siIe of Martin, 
it etters ~ mi1i1g di.<tril d Era, wtoch 
was disoovered by Jarres Hood's rros­
~ c:onpmy in 1879. 1k area 
anraoed lit1e aUertioo urt.iI 1883. Frank 
Martin's Han Silver Mine was ~ map 
poducer. A twenly~ mill turned 
Ott $2S0,<XX> lion that rroperty in 1886-
1887, and the town d Era tx:xxred fer 
two years. Era was aro a ~~ ~op 
(Cl1arTlpl~ CIeek) 00 the Blackfoct -
Wood River ~~ line. A smaI1 amoonI 

d lead was recovered in 1SUl, and 
suh<;equent brief revivals c:arre il 1913 
and 1928. Perha!=6 $400,(0) was realized 
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lion ~ whole dislrrt A peN Ol'llce was 
~bIished at Martin 00 June 21, 1882, will 
Frank Martin as~. Martin was ~ 
dicmverer ci sane of ~ rk:hes. mines in the 
area. In ~ winer of 1885 and sping cil8&5, 
a townsie c:onpmy !ail Ott ~ plans for a 
new town 1k sre was suneyed and 250 Icts 
were planed. A few d ~ Icts were sold, bl1 
~ town never arrnn1ed to much 1k peN 

dOCe was disaninued on April 30, 1940, will 
~ mail going to Arm tOO-eafter. Discatinu­
rus remnaas, SliJviving as an lII1imj:roved 
rood, are vNbIe puaIIeIing ~ highway roth 
d Cllarnplgre Qrek. Oi<;conlinuoos rem­
narts are aro visible almg Cllarnplgre Qrek 
and as the trail reads sOtth throogh MaI1.in. 



_ NeUIe Slater -July 27, 1862. 

... we found a small stream and camped. 
We can see a great many Indians all tbe 
time. There is a guide by tbe name of Tim 

Gooddle [GoodaleJ 11110 is fXlrl Indian. 
July 28. Laid by today to get as large a 
train together as possible. It now consists of 
1,238 wagons, 998 men, 300 women and 
children and 2,900 sbots. A young man 
died this morning in the train .. his name is 
Coils and is 23 years of age. There was a 

. funeral preacbed at 6 in the evening and 
be was buried. He bas one sister, a widow, 
and an uncle along.2I1 

\I.W 107 

Goodale's wtolf follows a southwesterly 
rourse along the perimeter of tl~ Piooeer 
MClUI1ains arxi CraIerS of the Moon Natiooal 
Monumenl area whdl was established as a 
National Monumenl in 1924 CooLinurus 
remnanlS of Goodale's CUlolJ are visible and 
CCfllinue to be used as an unimproved rood. 
When the preserlllUld reaches the fenred 
booOOary of Gaters of the Moon Natiooal 
Monl.lfrer1, visiloo are directed to the VISitor 
Center in ader to obtain a penni to travel 
through the nOfth m:i of the monl.lfrer1. This 
segrrert of the ruolJ is inch.rled in the 
National ~er of Histooc Places. 

_ Nellie SIoIer -july 29, 1 W12. 
StartaJ this tna'Tltng, trawled througb rocks 
from one to.five feet bigb and bad to ~ 
our road througb as ret u£ could. Same if 
the lxJys found in the rocks a tTUnk wbtcb bad 
b!enlatorbidtn 185]. It umfuli if 
cIotbtrl8, dishes and other small artidesm 

_ juJius MerrtJl- SePtember 1, 

1864. As far as the eye can reach, there is 
rwthing but this black ooIcanic rock. This 
region must baw receU:ed some tenible 
scorching and sbafting years ago. These rocks 
are thrown up in ewy conceiwbie shape. 
Same are like columns.fifteen (T tuenJy fret in 
heigbt, and I cf1en wondered how it became 
so !Lell balanced to stand without prepping. 
Again it would be thrown up like the roof if a 
bouse, with the tqJ edges a few feet apart 
mving a chasm many feet in depth betux!en. 
It aweared to be a crust from two to four feet 
in depth that when cooled was then rent 
asunder by some pent up gases. I saw many 
places where it had the a{P!arance if rnn­
ning uhen quite thick. cpon the outer edl-l(' 
if the stream it would srem to cool and that 
the moTf! hot UXlUId press fCK'llJClrd, leaving it 
wrinkled. Sometimes it would owflow and 
fmn a new crust, uhtch miBbt be easily 
remaaJ. I can gite no just descrtptton if it. 
n must be sren to be at{JredaIed. 

Sep~ 2, 1864. !JJ1endid feal last nigbt 
but no taller. Springs one mile in advance 
and feed all burnt off r/£aT them. Road wy 
rougb.ln going 0Cf!r o,.,e bill uhtch was wy 
steep u£ came rJeaT upsettin.g our wagon and 
uere obIigwi to unload the larger fXlrt if it. 
Road aJJ rocks in seteraI plaa!s. Same so large 
as to scarceJy pass under the wagon. At one 
place U£ uere obliged to dr1a! 0Cf!r a buge 
rock just a ItttJe wider than the wagon. Had 
U£ gone a foot to the right (T to the /eft the 
wagon would baw rolJa:J 0Cf!r.213 
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RANCIDNG 

Slock-raising and cattle drives aloog emigrant roods begrn as fXU1 of several 
different fur trade operntions. Pennanert herds were begtm at Fort Hall 
(wih three cattle) in 1834 and at Fort Boise in 1836 when Ilerny l-Iarrnon 
Spalding left cows there in a convenient Hudson's Bay Company 
exdlaJ1ge. By 1845, Fort Boise had almoSi 2,000 sheep, 73 pigs, 
27 cattle, and 17 horses. 214 

Emigrant traffic began to build up major herds at Fort Hall. Some herds of aban­
doned cattle that recuperated over a winter of inactivity were found by subsequent 
emigrant parties. Cattle-raisers soon entered an Oregon Trail supply business. Many 
were former trappers with Indian families who had virtually no competition and tended 
to profit quite handsomely from emigrant needs for fresh stock. They established trade 
stations along routes where both grass and water were readily available, and they 
generally got tlle beSi of their cuSiomers. The moSi important Willanlelle Valley herds, 
however, came West with emigrant parties, corrm1encing witll Jesse Applegate's large 
cow colurrm of 184}215 

Mining in Idaho and Montana provided a greatly expanded cattle market after 1862. 
Cattle from Oregon, Washington, and California came to several IdallO mining districts 
by Oregon Trail routes. Ranches in upland valleys and prairies convenient to mining 
districts developed herds of some consequence. In September 1864, Julius Caesar 
Merrill noted herds of both cattle and sheep grazing at Camas Prairie, uttle Camas, and 
Willow Creek being fallened for the mining-camp markets of South Boise and Boise 
Basin 116 In 1866, cattle from Nebraska and Texas began to reach Idaho by way of 
South Pass and emigrant roads. Important southern Idaho herds developed rapidly, but 
long Idaho cattle drives back eaSi through South Pass Can1e after 1869.217 

Union Pacific rail service across Wyoming affected Oregon Trail Slock drives by 1868 
and 1869. In order to gain access to additional range and to reduce transportation 
costs, sheep and cattle drives continued through South Pass to shipping points farther 
east. By 1869, foundations for major Idaho and Wyoming cattle herds were well 
established. Most liveSiock operations, however, commenced as Oregon Trail sheep 
and cattle drives. 

uveSiock-raising and Oregon Trail sheep and cattle drives all expanded greatly in 
Idaho after completion of railroad construction across Wyoming and Utal1 in 1869. 

ldallo's cattle ranges also underwent substantial expansion after 1869. With declin­
ing min.ing markets, Oregon, Washington, and Idaho had surplus cattle that were herd­
ed in large numbers along Oregon Trail routes to Wyoming for a decade after 1874. 

Shorthorn cattle, ~;upericx- in handling, in space needed, in weigl'l, and in grade of beef, dis­
placed Texas longhorns fran many northern plains ranches, including those of Wyonling. 
Because of this, Oregon, Washington, and Idaho shorthorns began to move in Iarge numbers 
to Wyonling ranches and railheads. Until 1872, higl1 Northwestern cattle (ri:es delayed Iarge 
Montana and Wyoming purchases. Then a surplus of cattle, coinOOert wih natimaI ecoI1-

0I11ic parOC in 1873, made Northwesem stock attractive to Wyoming purchasers. By 1874, 
a few thousalXl cattle were herded east. 218 

Majer stock purchases and cattle drives began to dear surplus herds from soutllem IdallO 
as well as from Oregoo and Washington by 1876. Oregon Trail cattle tratfM: eastward now 
exceeded earlier westward cattle drives. Some cattle were shipped east by rail fran Black's 
Fork, bu. otl1ers were herded to Laramie and cther Wyoming poins. Even Bannock War 
hostiliies on Camas Prairie did not hold back an increasing nun1ber of cattle from coming 
through in 1878. By 1879, Idaho was moving 40,00:> head of cattle a year irto Wycming, 
while an adllional ('i),00:> were coming fran farther west. Wm 100,00:> or more a year tra­
versing Oregoo Trail lUtes irto Wyaning, cattle had become a map- factor in Oregoo Trail 
trafk In 1800, this nun1ber iocreased to 62,00:> cattle froo1 WashingIon, 58,300 fran Oregoo, 
and aocIDer 50,00:> fran Idaho.2I9 Wyoming ranches were expanding raprlly during that era, 
wih Oregon Trail OOUing routes accommodating iocreased numbers annually. 

Moving Iarge herds along Oregon Trail driveways required careful orgmiza\in and 
planning. A single herd of 24,fro used an Oregon Trail rolfe to a Yellowstoo.e wirter cunp 
in 1800: 

_ To driw these cattle if .l.tmg and Ryan to the YeJloulitone country, wbere they uJilJ 
winJer, wtJJ require 800 bead if booes and the services if 120 men. Ma;t if these "cowIxJys" 
are Kansas men, uho baa! ~ tn the employ if this concern fr the fXlSt six yrors. Fcxty 
UXlgons accompany the drlu?, and about 160 stand if loaded rlj1es uJilJ a/uuys I:x! on band, 
gm for about 3, (XX) sbots aI any band if ba;tt/e Indians thai may attack them. the drilx! 
wtJJ I:x! cut up hlto tbn£ squads (T lxmds if cattle, the jirst lot bavtng tuo days start if the 
thirrl. This brings them in easy range if the rear from the front. In April they wtU lx?gtn to 
gather up fr the start, and by the 25th if thai month the greatest lxxJy oj cattle ewr banded 
together wtJJ I:x! slowly marcht118 eastuxlrrJ. up to the ttamIietb if june the drilx! wtJJ I:x! 
about nine miles per day, but as the beat of summer COtnRS aJ0718 they wtJJ deamse U to 
about jive. Therefore a steer travels no more on a drU;e if this kind than be r.wuId upon the 
ra118e, and is sure to I:x! in gm order uhen be reaches the Yelloustone, as there is abun­
dance if mmch grass as soon as the Grande Ronde riwr is jXlSSed. w 
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Ilcavy P:lcillc ol1hweSi wintcr Slock 
I( '=,-'<.'S rculIl'I.:d l~ IStl'll1 salcs pret"ipit ()l l~ly j()r 
:1 yl~ lr :tliLT :1 )..,'1\~ lt I HBO Sl~IS()n , hut large 
hLTds Illowd again in 1&l2. CallIe rL'llt.lined 
less ahum.bnt th:1Jl in IHOO,:>() slw.:p and 
horSl's began to dispbce theill. 1 ~ lrgcr West 
Coa.'iI n mkeL~ in Seattle, POltJand, and 
Tamma also helped to nil off Wyoming's 
supply or Washington and Oregon cattle. 
Atit:r 1&l2, stock (~'ivcs alT(:~~ kl1ho m n­
si<;[etl mainly in sheep, which were moving 
to Wyoming in hrgl.' numhers hy 1881. Long 
shl.'l.'p chiws continued aLT~~ kbho and 
Wyoming for many YL""J I~w 

Wyoming cattll'llll.'ll had more to worry 
ahout than sheep alter 1886. Genel:11 over­
gl:lzing and a drought in 1885 contrihuted 
to a hig "die-up" in 1886. In spite of lack of 
for..lge, catticmen held back an unusually 
large number of Glltle beGluse of low beef 
prices and high shipping cosb . the "WON 

R. 22 E. Adjoins Map 109 

sllh-AIHie winter l.'vcr l'xperiem'L'li on tlle 
high pr,lilil.' '' Lhat year deSiroyed 50 to ({) 
percent of some ntl ~)r hl.'ld~ . .!.!l lhi~ disaster 
Iltlrkl.'d the end of tl:ldiLional open-I:lIlgl' 
gl:lzing. So IltlJ1Y cows were loSi that hv 
1H86 cattle represented l e=,-~ than half of Wyo­
ming's wealtl1w I.ow Giltle plices duting tllt' 
Panic or 1893, along witl1 range competition 
!Tom sheep, resultL'li in open confliLt. NO! 
until President '111e<x.lore R()().'iCvelt in.~ituted 
!,'Idzing-pennit controls on federal land in 
15Xl5 was thi~ confliLt partially resolved. Hi~ 
altion wa~ complemented hy nationallegi~­
lation in 1934 that 01..'J tt.'tl grazing di'il.Jilt~ 
based on prL'L'xl<;[ing usc and integrated 
puhlic and private rangelanch.llI 

Wartime demand alter 1916 revived 
kbho's Glttle empire, hut clrought again in 
1919 and a di<;a'il.J1)ll~ drop in prices in 192 1 
led to a battle for sl.lrvival alter 1 920.'~l'i 

MAP 108 

The ex tensive lava fl ows from the 
Crater of the Moun and Grea t Hih areas 
kit lillie r(x)m fi)r a suitable wagon road 
along the edge of the adjoining mountains 
to the north . Goodale's Cutoff follows the 
edge of the !:tva at the foot of the hills. 

_ J"lIus MerrlU - September 2, 
1864. The roac/l/!{ls very cracked, as il 
fo l/ou'(!d alolll< Ihe etil<e of Ihe hills mosl of 
Ihe lime, Ihis heillf. the Ollly roule possihle 
0 11 aCCOllll1 of Ih is hlack rock. II was like 
fol/ol/ lilll!, alollg a rollf.h beach. W'bell some 
sleep poilll or blt~ff /llOuld nm oul illiO Ib is 
mck, /lie l/lOuld expeCIIO see o/./r wagolls 
smashed.216 
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MAI'1U9 

Goodale's Cutoff runs is a westerly 
direction through ran~1and arrI irriglted 
cropland Sane irriglled farms canmenced 
operation after Ihe canpletion of Fish Creek 
Dam in 1920. 

RemnanIS are visible as !he roUle 
descends Huft Qeek 10 US. Highways 
93/ 20/ 26 
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_ Julius MernU· September 4, 
1864. Drove stx miles and coming to 
springs and good feed, halted for dtnner. 
That bklck volcanic rock UX:! lealX! to the 
left. It can be seen extendingfor miles 
along the valley. We seem to tum more 
to the right and upstream as nearly all 
the creeks rnn toward the Snake RilX!r, 
which is to the left. It was relief to see the 
distance Widening between us and these 
volcantc strata. It was a desoklte, dismal 
scenery .... In PM. drolX! on to Trout Creek 
filX! miles, and it being very windy and 
dusty, UX:! camped /Fish CreekJ.227 

Great Rift. (Bureau of Land Management) 
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Goodale's Cltolf coolinues in a souh­
westerly direction across irrigated farmland 
and rangeland. Emigrar1S greatly appreci­
ated fInding fIsh in tre LftIe WoOO River and 
Silver Qeek. The Iauer is a world renowned 
trout-fJSlling ~m Present-day fisOOmen 
aUeI11j:( to Gltm Silver Qeek lm\1 will a fly 
rod and an a.ssoI1ment d Hies on this Gltdl­

and-release stream Emigrants, however, 
were nC( so sopl1i.<ticated and generally 
resorted to spearing and snagging tre fm. 
The more hungry travelers would use nets to 
retrieve tre f m. 

Cootinoous remnanlS are visible as the 
route approoches and crosses Dry Qeek and 
as ir ascends and descends Bradley Summit 
Some d tlle remnants cootinue to be used as 
an unimproved rood. 

_ AnnIeJane Biggers 8JJott 

Foster -September 17, 1904. BUI the 
prettiest si8ht lW seen um at the Sib;er Riwr 
{Siw Creek/; there lW oased a brtdge the 
uater um ten (T tlwlve feet deep and elmr as 
a a1stIe. Under the brtdge the fish lay on the 
oottom of the riwr side by side /oOOtx/ like they 
do when packed for sardines. They didn 'l 
seem to re trawling. \\'I1)en lW lWUld make a 
noise some would swim auX1j' a short dis­
tance then swim rlf]hl back 10 its place. 7be 
llXlE?r um swift. We aD laid down on the 
lTidge and waJdJed them. There was a large 
IxxIy if them. They lWUIdn 'l biJe a h0cJ2 (T 

pay any attention. tbe boys made some grab 
hodls and caughl a few. There um large 
ones and small ones. tbe IarglSt kxiiru 
about lUX> pounds. 228 
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\IAP 111 

Goodale's Ctioff I~ds in a we5l!north­
westerly directioo across irrigaled cropland 
through the small community of Ganrett. 

It ~ just east of Hayspur Fish Hatch­
ery, which was one of the first state-owned 
fish hatcheries. Rail servi:e reached the area 
in 1882 aM gave Jay Gould and otrer eastern 

magnates access to Silver Creek fishing holes. 
Rerru"laI1s are visible as the roue desceOOs 

Bmdley Sumrni. All otrer Sl.Ilfure evidence 
has been ollierated. 
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MAP III 

Goodale's Cutoff crosses Wood River 
and Lhen heads in a souLhwesterly 
ctiredion to Rock v eek. 

Remnants used as an unimproved road 
are visible to Lhe east and west of Lhe 
Rock veek crossing. TIle remainder of 
Lhe route has been destroyed by agricul­
tural development and road construction. 

- Julius Merrill - September 8, 
1864. Woo:I River is but little like the point 
fa? camped yesterday. Here there is 
considerable timber, and the water is 

T. N . 

T. 1 S. 

0. 

'" ::E 

much scattered over a stony bed and very 
shallow. Feed had been burnt near it . We 
merely rested our cattle while taking a 
lunch and drolX! on. About two miles from 
the river lW came to springs and goo:lfeed. 
7be road to Rock Creek liKlS a bit hilly but 
otherwise goo:l. In many places there was 
moisture enough 10 preseroe the feed, 
although no water came to the surface. 
Distance from Wood River 10 Rock Creek, 
eight mtles.229 
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Goodale's Cutoff continues in a 
westerly crlfection across agricultural 
lands. Discontinuous remnants used as 
lmimproved roads are visible east and 
west of Willow Creek. 

E. O. Grinles used !his trail in 1880 
for a long cattle drive from tile Prineville 
area of Oregon to tile Rock Creek Station 
in Wyoming: 

I ' fli 

.... -·Ir · 1 c 

I ' 
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;/ 

_ Mr. Grtmes started from Prineville 
on the 14th of last june, having two droves 
of cattle numbering in the aggregate 3, 150, 
belonging to Messrs. Todd, Coleman & Co .. 
he being the foreman oj the band of twenty­
one herders, including eight Indians. 7be 
route was as follOUlS: From PrinelJi1le, by 

lvay of Camp Harney, to Snake river, which 
they crossed at Steele 's ferry; from this point 
they proceeded by way of Big Camas 

R. 16 E. 

Prairie to Wood river, in Idaho; they then 
crossed the Snake river again at Eagle 
Rock, and followed what is called the Soda 
Springs route.... They crossed the Rocky 
M()untains at the South Pass, and, arriving 
at SUK!et Water. follOUK!d down that river to 
Rock Creek station, one hundred mt/esUX!St 
of Cheyenne, where the cattle were put on 
cars and shipped to Coundl BlujJs .... 
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1be cattle, after being shipped to Council 
Bluffs. Mr. Grimes informs us, are driven 
into some of the lJalleys near the Missouri 
river, and fed during the winter on corn, 
fockler and hay. In the spring, they are 
·taken up and stallJed and s(xm placed on 
the market for beef130 
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Goodale's Cutoff amtinues in a 
westerly direction across Camas Prairie. 
Discontinuous remnants used as an unim­
proved road are visible east and west of 
Elk Creek. 

- juJJus MeniJl- September 9, 
1864. We hOla!lJ(!r drru? on and after 
oooinS a rit{ge if low hills came into another 
oolley named BiS CatnaS. It deriws its name 
from the camas root, uiJich is found herf! ill 

large quantities. It is much souSht after by the 
fruiiLms for focxJ. It is just the shop! if an 
onion and has a sll£elish taste. 

Carn[£d a! nif!,ht at one if thCtie dry creek5 
UJiJh tmIer a! inlen.K1ls. G<xxJ fred and 
wiJ/owsfor fue/. Sept 10th. Distance to Bute 
!JJring 3 112 miles. This is a bruuJiful spring 
a! the lxIse if a Bute (cone shaped hiD) uiJich 
stands in the oolley alone and .free from any 
elevations for quite a distance. tbe road is 
:pleruiid but dusty and quite wi~y. We pass 
sewral dry creek5 with the wiJIou5 yet green 
but could find no uater. splendid feed at 
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noon but no water. At nif!,ht llX! ca1'l'lj>WJ 
I:x?side a crrek and I succmJed in shootins 
two sase hens. 

Here lIX!found some menfrom CaVifor­
nifl} - with sheep wfJich they 1/X!T'e fattening 
alld seUing occasionally to some emigrants 
uiJo lIX!re so fortunate as to hate money 
enouSh to purchase. The real marh!t was 
South Boise thirty miles distam. 

7bere 1/X!T'e said to be some hot sprinss 
near by bw I did not haw time to visiJ them. 
12 miles in PM. 

Sept 11 th. After driving 2 112 miles lIX! 
came to the '100 mile Ranch. ' It is so named 
because II ts 100 miles from BoIse Oty. Quile 

a number if emif!,rants hate stq;ped here and 
interu:/ to winter. Seteral huts haw been buill 
and considerable hay cut lIiJich they trzterui 
to haul to South Boise 30 miles distam. 7bere 
is no road )\?t completed. 7bey haul tJ as far 
as they can and then pack II upon horses or 
mu~. It was said to be uorth $200.00 ~ 
ton deItw-ed a! the mines. 

Drooe seten miles and lay W!r the rest if 
the day. splendid feal 11XXXI and uater. ~1 
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GocxIaIe's CLCdI' cootinues in a westerly 
directim a(l()S5 Camas Prairie. Settled shortly 
after Irrlian resSanre ended in 1878, Camas 
Prairie gllrt.rl rail seM:e in 1912. At !hat 
time, Fairfield replaced Soldier as tre farming 
and suWy cenler fa- Camas P~. Fairfield 

is the CXlllflIy seal fa- Camas CounIy. 
Sddier was founded as an agriculrural 

IOwn in 1884. II was Wih Cf\ land f<:rTrerly 
occupied by tre miliary in 1865, and Ihus 
the name Soldri. CarWn Joel Palmer 
e&ablisre:l Camp Wallace Cf\ June 30, 1865, 
10 JYaea emigrnnIs and setrlers. 1k camp 
was ab-aOOooed ~~, 1865. 

Agrruhural develo~ has desIroyed 
all rhYSicll evrlenre of tre IOLCe. 

Camas Pratrle, Goon C Lytle, Bureau of Land Management, 1989) 
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Goodale's Cadi' coot.inues in a westerly 
direct.01 acm>s Camas Prairie. Rail service 
rea~ U~ area in 1912. Remnarts have 
been destroyed by agrk::ultural deve1q;rnert 
am rood <XXl&IU<101. 
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GoodaJe's Cutoff continues in a wester­
ly direction across agricultural and range­
lands. Hill City was the terminus for the 
railway, which arrived in 1912. 

Remnants used as an unimproved road 
are visible east of Cow Creek and west of 
Cow Creek Reservoir. 

camas Pratrte. aohn c. Lytle, Bureau of Land Management, 1989) 
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\I.\P IIH 

Goodale's Cutoff traverses diSiurbed 
rangeland across High Prairie and begins a 
gradual descent to the Castle Rocks area . 
Castle Rocks (a miniature version of City 
of Rocks) was an a£traction on the cutoff. 
Intact remnants are visible eaSi of Skull 
Rock Ponions of tile trail in the vicinity 
of Cat and Buck creeks continue to be 
used as an unimproved road in places. 

_ juIJus Merrill - September 12, 

1864. [)r(u 14 mtks. Rood qutJe btJIy in 
PM. PIenJy if goal fe«J and water. In the 
vidntly if the campground are large grrmtle 
00uJders u~ anything I bate sam before. 

en 
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7bey are T'f!1I'IllTkabie for their sizes aruJ 
sb~. Some are taU and, being jXJrtially 
cJe~ bate crumbled auay untiJ they 
baw a UJOSjJIike waist naJr the groutuJ. 
71Jey a{JX!ar /0 bate /x>en uasbed aruJ UOTTI 

by water ~e; fX!rlJaps ago. 7bey a;prur /0 

decay the fastest near the growuJ, aruJ some 
are so scft that set:era/ tnches may be crushed 
by the fool. As is generally the case uhere 
graniJe bouJders around, then? is plenty if 
fe«J and water. ~ 

Goodale S Cutoff east of Syrup Creek. (\Valter H. Meyer, )r., Bureau of Land 
Management, 1988) 
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\fAP Ill) 

The trail completes !he descenl of Cat 
veek summit and enters !he Little Camas 
Prairie. It continues in a westerly direction 
Ihrough Windy Gap and passes t11fough 
the fom1er commtmity of Dixie. Little 
Camas Prairie ranches were sLaI1ed in 1864 
to serve !he Sou!h Boise mines market. 
Goodale's Cutoff crossed a toU road to 
mese mines that was built in 1864 by 
Julius Newberg and known as the Sou!h 
Boise Wagon Road. The site is now tmder 
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the waters of Little Can13s Reservoir. 
Tf'Jvelers in 1864 were able to replenish 
their supplies at a f'<lnch located in !he 
Dixie area. In 1870, Dixie bec301e a stop 
on W. C. TaLro's Rocky Bar stage line. 
Some late 19th century mining nearby 
helped to bolster Dixie's economy. 
From 1941 to 1952, Dixie became a lively 
l.ittle commtmity wi!h the cOl15LrUction of 
nearby Anderson Ranch [}am. During 
me 1960s, a realignment of Highway 20 
bypassed Dixie and me area has dedined 
considerably. 

- '. ' ~ I 
I " / ' ( ,'11 I, 

R. 8 E. 

\ , 
R. 9 E. 

_ Julius Merrill - September 13, 
1864. Crooed Little Camas Prairie wbere 
considerable bay bas been cut and put in 
stack. Several emigrants baw also stopped 
here with the intention of wintering and 
rancbing rlexl season. '[here is also a large 
berd of sbeep bere. It is a favorable place 
for ranching, as il is at Ibe junC/ion of Ibe 
South Boise road. As we leaw Little Camas, 
the road becomes quite billy bul othenuise 
good. In PM. as we descend inlo a small 
valley 10 our greal satisfaction we discover 
a bUlcher sbop or, to be more exacl, every­
thing bul the sbop. After dieting upon 

. ' I ,. 

bacon, sage bens, and occaSionally a 
jackrabbil for severalmontbs, beef al 25 
cents per lb. relisbed remtlrkably well. II 
could baw been bougbt at half the price 
witb dust. At night sewrallnditms came to 
campwitb salmoll to swap for 'muck-a­
muck' or fishhooks . One of our party gave 
a book for about two 1m. of salmon. He 
rather laugbed at LIS for buying beef at 25 
cellts. It was the first piece of salmon I ever 
saw, and I examined it closely, even 
'hankering after' a bite.. .. The IndiaYlS 
having sold it all, I was compelled to go 
without salmon for /:Jreaifast. <J3 
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Goodale's Cl1c1f heads in a rothwesteriy 
cIirectictllO the difOCuIt cra;sing ci !he Syrup 
Gl:!ek: divrle. In 1864, miners heading La Ihe 
South l30ise mires llilized !he lOlle, arrllhe 
fcl10wing year JOOn Mullan anemf{ed La gel 

a Slage lhroogh to !he mines over !he 1Ul1e. 

He evenrually succeeded, bul soon thereafter 
al:xm:bned !he venture as !he diJflCUh lerrain 
crealed loa moch ci a hardship 00 wheeled 
vehicles. Stages and freighlers had 10 waf 
untiJ 1868, wlHl a loll rood locaLed soulh ci 
the rulo/f was opened, before !hey could 
easily reach !he mines. wID !heir OuLfiLS. 

An l~S traveler 10 !he mines rxxed: 

_ CallnOl some if your enteTprising 
emigmnts uiJo ullderstand the cuisine 
defxJrtmelU if 'mping a bolel, , (jJen an inn 
a- tuxJ by the roadside, and giW a tl-Wry 
tTalX!ier a little better fare? There are but two 
bouses where a decent nlill/ can be obtained 
fa- lax! a- money - the S)'1tI/J Creek House 
and at Neuherg s /IocaJed on uest side if 
South Fork fuise Riter aI:Jw! Pinel Bacon, 
beans and bread, bacon and beans in ewy 
IX/riety if style sam1S to be the favored dishes 
at the other bouses; and uiJen 'mine bost' is 
iTlducwJ to come out with bis aJP/e sauce 
(wbich your ca-respondent newr eats) he 
ta!aTS a wy saucy air .. .. ~ 

Exce1lenl rernnanlS are visible west from 
McGuire Stxing arrl have been marked. 
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_ JuHus MerrlJJ - September 14, 
1864. A wy bard nxld. More dijficulJ than 
the Bear River Mountains, being steeper. He 
must be strong of heart, uiJo could look at the&! 
moun-It/ins and our llX1g01lS, to be drawn 0lX!r 

them by sudJ skeletons if {l1lima/s as ours bad 
l:x?come. Strong ituUkt/, nOI to tumfrom ii, 
with a sickening disgtlSt. BUI there ta! uere, 
and on ta! must go. There is 110 alternatit£ but 
to put on a wid front and mp up appear­
aru:es if nothing more than to e1lcour~e others. 
Yet there tmS not a day's tralX!/ on the uiJaie 
route that I accomp/ishai with a ligbter heart. 
lhe reason, 1 presume, was because ta! did nOl 
expect any more mountains and our tearns 
ta!re so mudJ raiuced m 
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MAP 121 

Goodale's Cutoff continues nOl1hwe~t 
across rangeland to Willow Creek and 
then heads southwest to the Ditto Creek 
drainage and conneCb with the Oregon 
Trail. As the trail descends Ditto Creek, 
it bran 'hes into three variants hdore 
joining the Oregon Trail. Ikillnants of 
the trail are visihle on all but the route that 
follows on down DillO Creek, and they 
have been marked. Local ranchers now 
graze their livestock over much of the 
area . The Ditto Creek stage station was a 
stop on the Kelton Road and the Rocky 
Bar stage line. 

_ J,d/us MerrlU - September J 4, 
1864. At 110011 we reached Willow Creek, 

where there was a rallch but 110 jeed 0 1/1' 

misemhle learns had IlOlhillg bUI walerjor 
dhlller, (/lui we bad crackers alld milk. AI 

Ibis rallcb, beef, potatoes, alld sql/ashes 

were jor sale atlhe jollowillg oUlrageous 

prices ill 'greellbacks ' (half price jor dust); 

beej 25 cell Is per lb., polaloes 50 cellis per 
lb., squashes 2 dollars each ami small al 

Ihal. Who ever heard oj Ihe like!... They 

illiellt! 10 swilldle alld slarve us emigrallis. 

Bul we /lIilll lOl blly jium Ihem. We /vill 

keep our mOlley slrai~bl alld live 0 11 baCOIl 

yel awhile. 

September 15tb. Quile warm ami road 
billy bUI smoolh. No jeed al 110011 allli poor 
w(l/er. We agaill come ill si!!,hl o/Sllake 

Ril 'er Va lley awllhal black desolale p laill . 

0 1/1' root! IlOW slrikes Ihe Sallwke Siage 

Road. 0 11 weI)' lillIe creek lI 'here Ibere is 
su.Dlciellf W(/Ier jor ilngalioll Ibere (/re 
rflllcbes, //l osllakell lip Ihis seaSUll, allli a 
jew II(.1!.elahles are raised AI {/ Sl(//!,e slatioll 

Ille jirsl beard 0/ Ihe /all uJAlfrlllla (lwl h)/1 

MorWIII, amllhal Gelleral MurWIII bad 
beell killed II has heell a lOll/!, lime sillce 

UIf? heard (/IIY war lIell 'S (/Ild, as mighl be 

expecled, lllf?re quile jolly oller such wxx.1 
Ilews. As IIIf? were drivillg alaI I!!, ll lf? saw 

several alllelope al play ahoul half {I mile 

from Ihe road, alld IIlIO oj OU I' party (Carey 

alld TUllIlic/ij]) succeeded ill shootill!!, Olle. 

lil/ill large {lIId jal alld its meal /lias 

spIel/did. I presume ilwas alllhe heller 

because lve did 1101 pay 25 cell Is per lb. 
No Ihallks 10 Ihem jor Ihis.~ l(' 

Goodale's ClIloj/aloll!!, Dillo Creek. (Waller II. Me),el; ./1'., !Jllretll/ u/ L(/Iul M(//u//!,elllelll, 
September 1987) 

Goodale's ('IIIOU'- beat/Imler of /)illo Creek. (\'(faller II. Meyer, ./1'., Bllre(/u 0/ Uilul 
Mrlll(l!!,emelll, ./11 lie 1% 7) 
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OVERlAND MAIL, STAGING AND FREIGHTING 

The sea1ement ci the westem lands rroduced a need fa- an effeaive means of 
a:mmurOCaUng wih ~em commlJlliies aOO a rrxxIe of lransp0rtation belIer 
suied fer the traveling public than an emigrar1 wagoo leam 

Befcre the advenl ci a goverIlJ:TeU mail servi:e in 1850, enligranls were 
sorewhallirnied in available rretlxxls for communicating with families and 
friends left behind. wrerever westward 00uM emigranls met a IXIcker or 

disgrur1Ied emigrar1, they seized the opponuniy to serxl oot.es and lellers ~ with them, 
~y lXlying aboul fifty CenIS per letter. Traveling aloog the Sweetwater in 1849, Wake­
man Bryarly WTOIe: "We met we aOO a party ci trawers, sane ci wOCm inteMed 10 return 
10 the ~tes. They were carrying mail back, receiving 50 cerus a letter. They had son~ tOOus­
ands of letters. I ~ Ioog enough to wrie two, and commited them 10 their charge."m 

In addim, many ellligraas left letters al the varWs trading ~ ermuntered 00 their 
trip will the p-oome ci delivery by traders reading ~ for suPrlies. It is OC( known Ix>w 
many ci the leners were actually delivered, blJ befcre 1850, emigrarts had Lin1e cOOW:e blJ 10 
\ru& strangers they eocoontered heading~. 

Westbound mail seM:e canmeoced in 1848. This was al a time when postal officials, 
woodering whallO do wih some 300 letters addressed to Oregoo, gave them all to an 
emigrar1 who was 10 try to a:ilea forty CenIS a letter fiom recipients he mighl be able to 
Iooue after he anived there. This system wcrked, after a fashioo. Befcre reaching Raft River, 
their special porunan decried to go to CalifOO1ia's gdd mires ~ead of his Cliginal destina­
lDn in Oregon. Yel,1¥! fOtJrxl sane d his addressees 0t1 mining. Respoocl.ing 10 ~ 
inflaIm dlaracteri.<tt d iPd camps, recipients were willing to IXIY two ddlars each (~d 
d faty cer1S) for their mail. Jl But a more cooveftbnal po.'iaI service really was needed. 

The govemrrenI awan:led Samuel Woodsoo a ccnrn<1 10 transfer mail from ~ 
10 Sah lake in 1850. Wocdson was suwosed to fill this ccnrn<1 fromJuly 1, 1850, through 
July 1, 1854, will servi:e once a llUIlh, fer $19,500 per year. He managed 10 get. a mule 
train through Sooth Pass and FOI1 Brrlger sane of the time, btl1¥! faced severe p-oblems, 
especially in wirter. The ccnrn<1 then pissed irto the harxIs of W. M. F. MagrJW, who was 
allowed ooly $13,500 a year for IllOlthIy seM::e frcmJuly 1, 1854, to AUgusl18, 1856. He 
was expected to garrer a rn:ft by hauling plSSffigers at a rate d $100 to Sah lake and $300 
10 California. Injured by lrrlian auacks, Magraw fourxl the erteq::rise a laiing JYOPUSfun and 
00ained $36,cro to cootinue a secood year. c:cmpairts aboll his servi:e led 10 his replace­
menl in 1856 by a M01llOl caJIjWly, whi:h staned to devdq> relay ~tioos equipped 10 

maintain mlde teJnlS Ihal could p-ovrle continuous service. Up 10 this time, Ihere tud been 
ordy Ihree st:llions at w1uch to change mail-wagOn mule leams: Fort Kearny, Fort Laramie, 
arrl Fort Brrlger. MagrJW complained binerly aboUl his failure 10 re\:.lin lli'; contrac.t, doing 

rncxe than his share 10 sel off the Utah War of 1857-1858. United Slales Army oper'Jtioos 
hailed Mannon completion of the mail ~ioos and ended overland po~ servi:e for a year. 

Me--Jnwhile, 75 ,0CIJ Californians pelitioned Congress in 1856 for overland mail 
service, which was provided by a Slage line over John BUllerfield's souulem roule 
after rejeclion of a California Trail proposal as 100 difficult 10 Cl13inlain in winter. 
BUI Congress also responded with funds 10 build Lander's Road for improved access 
10 Califomia. 

After Albert Sidney johnslon's Utah expedilion re3ched Sail Lake VaUey in 1858, 
john M. Hockaday was awarded a contrad for a weekly mail al $190,0CIJ per annum. 
Hockaday sold oul in 1859 to Russell , Majors, and WaddeU. lhey already faced 
fmanciaI problefllS with their freight contracts , bUI Ben Holladay managed 10 fund them 
enough thaI they could continue for IwO more years. 'lhey managed 10 operale 
Concord-coach mail stages in providing postal service 10 Sall Lake .B9 In April 1861 , 
Civil War problefllS forced a postal conlracl and daily Slage shift from BUllerfield's 
southem roule 10 Sall Lake. Russell, Majors, and WaddeU soon assumed this responsi­
bility as subcontraclOrs. Service was extended 10 California Jwy 1, 1861, when they 
opened a stage line from SainI joseph 10 San Francisco, a trip thaI look eighleen days. 

Ben HoUaday boughl Russell, Majors, and Waddell's inleresl in 1862 in a bankruptcy 
proceeding and obtained an increased subsidy from the government. He soon shifted 
the rOUle 10 a new road farther south in Wyoming, so he used the Salt lake California 
Trail allernale only weSl of Fort Bridger. Within two years, he added IWO more lines: 
one 10 Virginia Cily, Montana, and one through Boise 10 WaUa Walla , Washington. 
These main lines were run tri-weekly and in some cases daily. With Union Pacific 
construcfion shortening his line, Holladay sold oul in 1866 10 WeUs, Fargo and Com­
!XIfly, who continued 10 run the mail line until the complelion of Ule transconlinental 
railroad in 1869. Feeder lines from the railroad continued in operalion under various 
owners for a number of years.1I0 

Government mail contracts did nOl necessarily guaranlee the delivery of lellers, bUI 
they proved 10 be a beginning. ProblefllS associaled with the contracl syslem were 
nOled in 1860 by Rlcbard F. Burton on his trip 10 California: 



- On this line uX! sawall the evils of the contract system. The requisite regul£lrity 
and quiCkness was neglected, letters and papers UX!re often lost, the mail bags were 
la?tted or thrown carelessly upon the ground, and those entntsted to the conductors 
UX!re perhaps destroyed. Both parties compl£lin - the postmaster that the contractors 
seek to drilX? too hard a bargain with the department, and the contractors that they 
are carrying the mails at a loss. Since the restoration (in 1858) of the postal commu­
nication with the US. whiCh was interrupted in 1857, the Mormons attempt to secure 
good service by advertising their grievances, and with tolerable slIccess Postmaster 
Morrill- a Gentile - compl£lined energetiCally of the mail serviCe during the last 
year, that letters lam? la?tted and jumbled together, two of one month perhaps and 
one of another; that magazines often arrilX!d four months after date, and that thirty 
sacks left at Rocky Ridge were los/. The consequence was that during my slay at Gt. 
S. L. City the contractors did their duty. ~l 

Archaeologist StelX! Wright taking notes on the condition of Big Butte Stage Station. 
Middle Butte in the distance. (Richard D. Hill, Bureau oj land Management) 
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Considering all the hardships encountered on the overland route by mail carriers, it 
is remarkable tlut more mail was not lost or damaged during its journey 3CroSS the 
open plains. Plains Indian problems interrupted stage and post:u service in 1864 . One 
result was that Idaho had to get along for a time with no executive government while 
territorial secret3ry C DeWitt Smith, who had to act as governor, W3S on his W3Y via 
Pmama after having been turned back during an overland trip. 

TIle original overl3nd mail and stage route followed the Oregon portions of the trJil 
in Idaho. By 1862, emigrant traffic could make use of stage stations across Wyoming, 
Utah, and Nevada in such a way that several California Trail segments fell into disuse. 
Hudspeth's Cutoff no longer was needed, and traffic west of S::lIt Lake no longer had to 
make a long arc up to Granite Pass. Although Vipont mine traffic rnain13ined a 
California Trail gt'Jde west of Granite Pass until after 1940, by 1945 that route W3S 
barely passable for mOior vehides. New local roads began 10 displace old emigr:ll1t 
grades when ranching and settlement reached many of tllese remOie areas. Otller trail 
grades survived as later highways. Yet , abandoned grades retained more of their 
emigrant road appearance than highway grades could preserve. 

The stage routes from SaJt Lake City to Montana and WaJla Walla crossed Hud­
speth's Cutoff on the way north to the junction of the roads at Fort Hall . Here the 
Montana road turned up the Snake to Eagle Rock Ferry, and the Boise line turned 
down the Snake, generally followmg the Oregon Trail mto Boise. From here, it went 
northwest through FaIk's Store, Payette , and Weiser to tile crossmg of the Snake into 
Oregon at Olds Ferry. 

Hill Beachy ran a stage line between Boise and Silver City that crossed a portion of 
tile Soutll Alternate of the Oregon Trail near W:uter's Ferry. 



KELTONROAD 

Lyman Pass 
to Stricker Cabin 
Maps 122 - 127 

In 1869, John Hailey inaugurated a line from KelLon to Boise. It ran northwest through 
the Ciry of Rocks to Rock Creek, where it joined with the Oregon Trail and followed 
this route to the vicinity of Thousand Springs. Here it crossed the Snake on Oark's 
Ferry and followed the Thousand Springs-Teapot Dome alternate of the Oregon Trail. 
At Teapot Dome it rejoined and followed the main trail to Boise. Some emigrants took 
the train to Ogden, Corrine, and Kelton, and then after procuring outfits, they would 
utilize the Kelton Road. 

Portions of the Oregon Trail between Boise and Rattlesnake Station were used by 
the Boise-Rocky Bar Stage Lines in the laller 1860s. 

Just as the railroad tenninated overland mail and freight carriers, motorized vehicles, 
in tum, supplanted regional and local stage and freight lines. Some remote areas con­
tinued receiving mail and goods via the stagecoach and freight wagons well into the 
2<Ah century, but most areas could be reached by motorized vehicles by 1920. MOlor 
stages (()(ally replaced horse-drawn stages in not much more than another decade 
after 1920 Stage cooch tn southern Idaho. (Idaho State His/orical Society #694215) 

Until the completion of the Oregon Short Line railway across Idaho in 1883, freight 
and mail into Boise was carried over the Kelton Road.)l2 In the summer of 1874, Toano 
entered a somewhat effective challenge to Kelton for the Idaho trade, but the laner 
managed to maintain its dominance . The Toano Line connected with the KelLon Road 
south of Payne's Ferry across Snake River and followed the Kelton route into Boise.2ll 

The Utah and Northern Railway, completed in 1879, captured the southeastern Idaho 
freight and mail business. Although rail service led to the demise of overland freight 
and mail lines, it also gave rise to various feeder lines ronnecting gold and silver camps 

with the railroad. 
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Emigrant Trail (Visible) 

Emigrant Trail (Possible Route , not visible) 

• Histonc Site or Landmark 
I _ Public Lands Administered by BLM 

rzzzn State of Idaho Lands 

C===:J U.s. Forest Service 

c:::::::::::l Other Federal La nds 

Scale: 1 Inch /0 1 Mile 
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The Kehoo Road branches from !he 
Califomtl Trail in Seaion 22 and heads 
north through Lyman Pass and on down 
Birch Oeek. Besides &age and freight 
traffIC, sume emigrants would take !he 
train 10 Kehon, Utah, after the cOOlJ)/e­
lion ct the transcootirenla.l railroad in 
May 1869, where they would purchase 
Ollfas and ~ cootinue on west. 

RarJChing and road develormenrs have 
destroyed flUil ct the mUle, 1M a few 
SGluered remnarus can still be viewed. 
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The Kelton Road continues foUowing Birch Creek, and the 
modem graded road dosely approximales the route. Ranchers 
came to the area shortly after traffic began on the route. 
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l11e trail continues in a northwesterly direction, p"Jssing through the architecturally 
interesting town of Oakley. All traces of the route have been lost to bI1lling :lnd 
townsite developments. 

OakJey was settled in 1879, and irrigated famling as well as r.mching soon devel ­
oped. An Oakley Hi!iloric Distri0 , which contains 112 structures , is mduded in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
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The route continues in a northwesterly 
direction along the nonhem edge of the 
South Hills. A graded county road closely 
approximates the route. Except for some 
South Hills rangeland, the area is com­
posed of Oakley Tract Carey Act irrigated 
farms developed mainly after 1909. 

Stricker Store. (Idaho State Historical Socfely #80-13.6) 

Adjoins Map 126 

) ) 
1 

I • ..., . 
I 

168 

i 
HUCII.);oRN c.~ , r···· ....... . . 

i (Jllad) 

I ~~~ 

····r~ -

[; 

MAP 125 

T. 12 S. 

T. 13 S. 

c. 

i~ 
~ 
I 

I 



\1AP l!Cl 

The roule heads nonhweSl , skirting the 
nonhem edge of the South Hills, and a 
graded counly road closely approximales 
Ihe trail. Road and irrigaled flITll develop­
menls have destroyed any traces. 
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Stricker Cahill . (il l/ rea ll 0/ ul/ld M{J//{/Memellt, 1974) 

MAP 127 

1he route heads northwest alT(~-; irrigated !;1I1l1bnd to the jUOl'lion with the Oregon Trail at Hock Creek (~'t: 
also Map 25). 

Ma;[ Lr.lil remnants have Ix.."t:n uhlitel:IlL't1 hy :.JgriCUltlll:1I and road development. A slllalltl:lil seglllL'llt l~ 

visihle Ileal' SUicker BUlle. 'Ihe Keltoll stage and lTeight road, all 1869 developllIent, joifl~ the Oregon Trail in 
Set.1ion 24 . 

1he Suicker Store and Ilomesitc.:, also known as Rock Creek Store and Stage Station, lUnsl~ts of an 186') lug 
store and an early 2<Xh century two-stolY IrJll1e hou'il:. A small cellletelY l~ Iex.:ltt.'tl juS! west of Lile slore. 'Ihe are:l 
was a poPL~ar LamPh'found for emigranL\ and in 1865, the m.iliLlIY mailllained a tempor:IIY l: lI11P nL':lIiy 'Ihe ~ill: 
L'; currenLiy owned by Lile Idaho Stlte HistoriGll SociL'l)' and l~ Ill:ll1Jged hy the FJiends of Stricker ILlnch , Inc. 

1he Stricker Store and Homesite are listed in the National Regl'iler of Il l'ilolic PlaCL'S. 
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BUREAU OF lAND MANAGEMENT 
, 

Management of the 
Emigrant Trails 
in Idaho 

The Bureau of land Management's (B1M) resJX>l1Sibility for the public lands mcludes 
consideration of historic preservation needs and recreational values of the emjgrant 
trails. In addition to the Oregon Trail National Historic Trail, the B1M is responsible for 
all emigrant trails on public land. To direct the management of these emigrant trails in 
Idaho, the B1M has prepared and implemented two management plans. The first , 
completed in 1984, was The Oregon Tratl Management Planfor the Boise District. The 
second, The Southcentral and Southeastern Idaho Emigrant Tratls Management Plan for 
the Burley, Idaho Falls, and Shoshone Districts, was completed in 1985. 

Within southern Idaho, as elsewhere, the emigrant trails were never juS( one set of 
wagon ruts. Often, there were several sets of ruts paralleling each other, as well as 
those deviating to avoid difficult terrain , poor trail condition, or to follow "short cuts." 
In the early days of emigrant traffic, the routes were not improved, except as required 
for the passage of a specific party. As traffic increased, these makeshift improvements 
accumulated, and with the addition of business ventures (including bridges, ferries, and 
supply Slations) the routes developed more and more into established roads. The 
lander Road was the fIrst of the routes specifIcally constructed as a road. After two­

way traffic became conunon and settlement {lIong the routes increased, the trails 
gradually developed into the modem road system. As improvements were made, some 
of the earlier segments were abandoned in favor of the inlproved route. As settlement 
within ld3ho increased, lands were transferred into private ownership and were 
developed. A variety of evidence remains of the emigrant use as a result of the hiSloric 
use, development, and settlement panerns. 

The condition of the pI1ysicaJ evidence of the trails ranges from relatively intact to 
obIiteraled. The environmental sening ranges from relatively unchanged since 1840 to 
highly modified by modem activities. The condition depends primarily on the environ­
mental setting and diSlance frOO1 urban or agricultural centers. With the progression of 
time, natural forces, such as wind have influenced remnants and sites to a considerable 
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degree. Road construction, agricultural development, water projecls, and urban growth 
have impacted b.rge segments of the emjgrant roules and will conlinue to do so on 
private lands. The physical evidence and integrity of tlle roules used between 1840 and 
1920 depends upon the periods of use and tlle eXlent and I13ture of the continued use. 
TIle physiC'al evidence is classified as follows: 

INTACT: Relatively undisrurbed lUIS which are easily identifb ble bah on the ground and in 
aerial photographs. The intact port.ions of Ihe trails have a high degree of integrity in 
environmenlal selling. 

DlSIURBED: The emigranl trail is identifiable 00 the ground ex in aerial photographs; 
however, other uses have disturbed the actual remains. lllis CJtef,1QI)' includes segments used 
as m:xIem unimrxoved redes of travel and segmenLS only Klentiflable in aerial phaographs. 
The iotegrily ci the surrouOOing envirool1lm adds signifJCaC1Ce 10 disturbed segments. 

DfSfROYED: Emigrant route diSlurbed by man's aClivities such as modem road COOSIruC­

lion, p~, waler develqxnents, or agric.uJturai use. Trail is 1101 Klentiflable on the ground 
ex in aerial phaographs and can only be establ.ished through the use of hiSloric rex:mis. The 
SUIlOunding envircrunenl dten retains ir1egriry of the hiSlaic selling. 

08UfERATFD: Eviience cf tlle enUgranl route has been diSlurbed by f13tura1 enviroo­
mer1aI bctas ci erosioo. 

PROBABl£: The aa:uailrJil is not dearly OOltifiabie 00 the ground or in aerial 
pluographs aOO hiSlcri: recads 00 nct rxoviie the detail neces.wy to establish the 
actual rrue used. 

The pubOC Iarrls in Idaho include appoxirnately 40 ~ of inlact IUS, 165 miles of dis­
turbed roLde, 24 rnies ci deSlroyed lOUIe, aOO 21 miles ci pubable roue. lllis mileage est.i.rnaJ.e 
does nct ndude the overlapping mileage where the various trails used the ~ roue. 

The fist objective cf the B1M marl3gemenl is to rreserve aOO p-OIed the intaa and 
disturbed ~~ cf the IDlleS lion further cle$uctive hod uses. Through the land-use 
pannng rxocess, the BLM has esta~hed p-OIective cooiOOrs aIoog the emigrau trails. 
land marl3gerren1 !Y.l<tres within these carrlas ndude coosrleraLioo of the hiSlaic values. 
In a<lliioo, the trails are nctoo 00 the otfrilliand records to rxovrle early KlentifIClOOn of 
JUlSi-bJe con.tOO bffween futtu'C Iand-use authorizuions and the historic resources. 



The contillued USc of the emigr:lI1t routes for tr:lI1sponatioll Iweds and recreation 
use is accomplished with t'ulbider:llion of the historic resource. Most of the dislllI"hed 
trai ls are n llTently used :IS unil1lprow d roads which :1Il: maintained hy the passage of 
vehicles. The management of these segmellt includes the continued Lise of the routes 
for transpol1ation; howewr, there is ohen a need to restrict tra ffic to the historic roUlL" 
to prevent damage to the historiL' selling. Vt:hide traffic is restriLled on the intact rout es 
and in areas of rough terrain in order to protect the historic remains from modern im­
provements (not all of the emigrant route is suitahle for llJ(xicrn w hick' tr:lVd). The 
trails across public land hJ ve Ix:en marked with white posts approxim:lldy every half 
mile. The name of the trail is indica ted on the posts. This marking will assist in the 
recreation use and the mal13gel1lent :lI1d protection of the routes. 

There are several management constraints and items of general safety which should 
be followed while using the puhlic land along the emigrant routes: 

_ Cates should he used and Idi as found. 

_ I )on't liller. 

_ Ohtain pennission Ix:fbre crossing private land. 

_ Don't disturh wildlife or livestock. 

_ Ohselve all tire regulations and don't cut live trees for firewood 

_ Drinking water is not ava ilahle along the trails. A visitor should be sure to 
bring sufficient water. (See the Health-Related section for more infonnation 
on the prohlems of water, which have nO! changed since emigrant use of 
the routes.) 

_ Be awa re of the limitation of your vehicle and avoid damaging the routes and 
the environmental selling. 

. _ Don't remove anifacts from the trails or from any historic or prehistoric site. 

_ If a segment is not used by modem traffic, don't drive along the historic route 
as this could lead to the creation of a modem trail and destruction of the 
historic remnants. There is prohably a good reason why the route is no 
longer used (obstacle or a dead end). 

On Nowmber IU, 11)78, Public I ~IW 

95-62'i alllendL'tllhe Nalional 'Ibits 
Systel1l ALl (I 'ublic bw 9O-'i!J.3), :111(\ 

deSignated the Oregon TI:lil as a Nation:i1 
Ilistolil' 'Ibil. 'Ihe coiliprehensive 
11 I:II1:igullelll pbn, c(lilipleted in 19H 1 by 
lhe Natiol1:l1 P:lrk SclvicL', identillL-d 
significant reSource~ included in lhe 
Oregon 'lb il NJlional IlislOlil' Tr,liI and 
lhe ml::lsures nL'I.·ess:uy for the prOll'l.lion, 
inteq1fetation, and IIttnagement of thL'St: 
I'l .. "illurces. 'Ihis plan, prepared hy the 
National Park Service, provitks genL'l:11 
advice and dim':lion lor the lII:maging 
agenciL'S to plan and impicment lhe 
allual managt:lIlent of the histolic 
resourCL'S. '£11e National Park Service i~ 

also involved in ~le SciL'l.lion of standard 
sign dL'Sign and placement along ~le 
Oregon TI:Jil Nationallli-;tolic lbil 

On August 3, 1992, Public Law 
102-328 amended the National Trails 
System Act (Puhlic I.a w 90-543) :md 
designated the Calito rnia Trail and 

I:'II/(~rrllli Imil c(/rS()lIile marker . (lYell/lis llill, 
13l1re{/u q/ hillel MlI/wJ.Wlnellt, 1989) 

Pony Express Trail as National Historic Trails. The National Park Selvice will undert ake 
a comprehensive management plan for these trails silllilar to the one done for the 
Oregon Trail. 

'£11e BIM m:tl1:lgelllenl of ~le emigrJnt routes includes ux>pel:llion with ~le olher k'tlerJI 
and state agencies Wi~l management rL'Spon~ibilitiL'S. 'Ihe BlM also coolx:J:Ites Wi~l lhe 
private landowner and puhlic land LL'it'rs. A~ ~le m:tmgemenl plan'i t'Olllinue to Ix: illlple­
mentL-d, additional steps will he accompli'ihed to prUlell the hi-;tolic resourtt' . 
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NORrnsIDE ALlERNATE 

American Falls 
to Hagerman 
Maps 128 - 136 

The Northside Alternate foUows the north side of the Snake River from the vicinity 
of Fort HaU 10 the Thousand Springs area where is connects with the North Alternate 
Oregon Trail , a route opened for wagon traffic in 1852. Hudson's Bay Company traders 
preferred this route when traveling between Fort Boise and Fort Hall , but early emigrant 
wagons had 10 travel a road south of the Snake River until the development of ferries 
and road improvements. Shoshone FaUs, known until 1849 as Canadian Falls 10 

British and French trappers, was a spectacular attraction along this route. Father A. M. 
Blanchet, the flfS( Bishop of Oregon, traveled the route by horseback in 1847, but sent 
his wagons along the regular trail south of the Snake River. His party reunited with 
their wagons near Three Island Crossing. In 1852, Dr. Thomas White wrote: 

_ I forp,ot to say that the Country around ft . Hall for many mtles ts low & flat & 

had been overflowed in the early part if the summer that I was there (here too, ts Northside Alternate. (l£lrry R. jones, Idaho State Htstorical Society) 
considerable timber), & by crrustng srzaker river at thts POint, & striking a North west 
direction to ft . BaIse, the dtstance will be shortened near one half, but I am told that 
the first 30 m. ts rather low, & many bad places. The H. B. C./Hudson 's Bay Com-
pany] pack that way, & after passing the prst thtrty mtles, the route ts bettern than the LEGEND 
other, wttb better water & grass until you reach fort Botse.:Hi 

The lack of good diary descriptions for the route makes it difficult to determine how 
heavily the trail was used, but exceUent surface evidence and early township survey 
plats clearly indicate the use of many wagons over the route. The inclusion of the 
route in this volwne will hopefully help lO encourage the additional research needed 10 

answer some of the questions associated with the route. 
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Emigrant Trail (Visible) 

Emigrant Trail (Possible Route, not visible) 

• Historic Site or Landmark 
_ Public lAnds Administered by BLM 

rzzzn State of Idaho lAnds 

c:=:=J U.S. Forest Service 

~ Other Federal lAnds 
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CULruRAL CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY 

_ 8,000 to 14,000 years ago: Paleo-Indian big game-hunters, with 
Oovis 01 ,500 to 12,500 B.P.), Folsom (10,500 to 11 ,000 B.P.), and 
Plano (8,000 to 10,500 B.P) cultures. 

_ 200 to 8,000 years ago: Archaic-Indian culture, with permanent houses 
(5,000 years ago) and bows and arrows and pottery (300 to 1,500 
years ago) coming into use. 

_ 200 to 260 years ago: Shoshone bands obtained horses for transportation 
but were decimated by smallpox spread from European sources. 

_ 800 to 1840: Early hisloric Indian culture, with adaptation brought on by 
white contact, trade goods, and other fur-trade activities. 

_ 1803 The United States purchased Louisiana Territory. 

_ 1811 Aslorian parties under Wilson Price Hunt explored portions of the 
future Oregon Trail in Idaho. 

_ 1812 Robert Stuart's returning Astolians pioneered most of the rest of the 
route of the Oregon Trail. The War of 1812 cut off fur trade between 
New England and Astoria . 

_ 1814 John Reid's winter post near later Hudson's Bay Company Fort Boise 
was wiped out by Bannock Indians. 

_ 1819 Donald Mackenzie held a rendezvous on the Boise River. 

_ 1819 Adams-Onis Treary between Spain and the United States established 
Idaho's future southern border on the 42nd Parallel Mackenzie 
. anempted to set up a post on the Boise River. 

_ 1820 Mackenzie negotiated a peace treaty with the Shoshone on Little Lost 
River and explored most of Goodale's Cutoff. 
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_ 1821 Hudson's Bay Company a.nd North West Company merged. 

_ 1822 William Ashley organized the Rocky Mountain Fur Company, which 
instituted the practice of annual rendezvous. 

_ 1827 Trappers brought a two-wheeled gun carriage through South Pass. 

_ 1830 A trapper's wheeled caravan traveled over .part of the Oregon Trail 
west of Casper to tl1e Wind River rendezvous. 

_ 1832 Caplain B. L. E. Bonneville took a wagon train across South Pass to 
Green River. 

_ 1834 Forts Laramie, Boise, and Hall were established. Hams Fork 
rendezvous was held. 

_ 1836 Narcissa Whitman and Eliza Spalding were the first white women to 
cross continental divide (South Pass) 

_ 1839 Thomas Jefferson Farnham's Oregon Dragoons traveled to 
Oregon as an advance party for a Peoria company searching for an 
emigrant route. 

_ 1840 The last of the fur trade rendezvous was held Robert Newell , 
William Qaig, and Joe Meek took wagons across the Blue Mountains 
from Fort Boise. 

_ 1841 Emigrants reached California and Oregon through South Pass. 

_ 1842 One hundred twenty-five Oregon-bound emigrants came past 
Fort Boise . 

_ 1842 John Charles Fremont investigated the Oregon Trail route to 
South Pass. 



- 1846 CaHfornia attnlcted some 1,500 emigrants through South Pass, with 
another 1,200 or so going to Oregon. Part of Oregon's group 
foUowed Jesse Applegate's California Tr:lil route through Idaho and 
Nevada prior to tuming north into Oregon. Substantial Califomia 
TJ""Jil wagon traffic did nOl commence until 1849. 

_ 1846 The treaty settling the Oregon boundary clispute added Idaho to the 
terrilOrial jurisdiction of the United States. Congress authorized 
military posts on the Oregon Trail . 

_ 1847 Almost 9,000 emigrants came through South Pass, half of 
them Mormons who settled in Utah. Oregon received 4,000; 
California, 450. 

_ 1848 About 3,400 emigrants came through South Pass; half stayed in Utah, 
while about 400 went to California. 

_ 1848 Oregon Territory was created by Congress. 

_ 1848 11le discovery of gold in California led to a rush over the California 
Tr:lil in 1849. Hudspeth's Cutoff was located from the west. 

_ 1849 About 25,(0) gold rush stampeders came through South Pass to 
California; Utah had 1,500 and Oregon had about 450 additional 
emigrants that season. 

_ 1850 Congress approved an Oregon Donation Land Act. 

_ 1850 More than twice as many emigrants came through South Pass as did 
in 1849, with about 44,000 to California and 6,000 to Oregon. Utah 
attnlcted some 2,500. 

_ 1851 The Great Treaty at FOIl Laramie provided for rights of emigrant 
passage across Indian country. 

_ 1851 Emigrant trail traffic fell dramatically to only 6,200 through South 
Pass. Oregon had well over half that total, and Utah had more 
tll3ll California. 
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- 1852 California Trail emigration readled a record high of about 50,000 
Oregon and Utah each had about 10,(0) add itional settlers that 
year also. 

_ 1852 TIle route of Goodale's Cutoff was opened for emigrant wagons. 
A ferry was started to serve the north alternate. 

_ 1853 South Pass emigrant road traffic dropped to around 20,000 for 
California, 7,500 for Oregon and 8,(0) for Utah. By that tinle, more 
than 200,(0) emigrants had headed west tllfough South Pass. 

_ 1854 Approximately 12,000 emigrants tnlversed South Pass on their way to 
California, with 6,000 bound for Oregon and a little more than 3,000 
for Utah. 

_ 1854 TIle Ward party anlbush in the Boise VaUey led to closing of Forts 
Boise and Hall. Pacific Railroad surveys covered some of the 
Oregon Trail corridor. 

- 1855 Camp Boise River was established at Hudson's Bay Conlpany Fort 
Boise and was maintained for six weeks. 

_ 1855 Utah received 4,684 overland emigrants, but Oregon and California 
had only 2,(0) altogether with three-fourths of them Californians. 
These West Coast tOlals were the smallest of any between 1848 
and 1860. 

_ 1856 Eight thousand Californians and 1,(0) Oregonians came West 
through South Pass. 

_ 1857 Oregon Trail traffic went up by half, but California and Utah went 
down by half from 1856. 

_ 1858 Oregon Trail traffic held steady, and California 's increased by 
half to 6,000. 

_ 1859 Oregon became a state and later southern IdallO became part of 
Washington Territory. 



- 1860 The Uner-Van Ornun train party met with an Indian disaster west of 
Castle Creek. 

_ 1862 Boise Basin gold discoveries brought overland freight 10 the Oregon 
Trail . A fight near Massacre Rocks disturbed Oregon Trail travel. 
G<XXIale's CulotT was reopened 10 avoid Indian problems near 
Massacre Rocks. 

_ 1862 Free homestead lands became available 10 weslern seltlers under 
federal legislalion. 

_ 1863 Overland mjgration 10 Idaho mines (then induding Montana) 
ITlJlched Californu's gold rush in magnitude. 

_ 1863 Idaho Terrilory was created. Uruted Stales Army Camp Conner and 
Fort Boise were established, and Morrisile Soda Springs and Boise 
City were founded adjacent 10 those posts. Salmon Falls Shoshone 
were altacked. Shoshone peace treaties were negotiated al Soda 
Springs and Fort Bridger. 

_ 1864 Monlpelier and Bennington were established along the trails. Boise 
became the permanenl capital of Idaho. United Stales Army Srrutll 'S 
Camp was estabbshed near the moutll of Raft fuver. 

_ 1864 A substantial rrugration of Mjssouri Civil War refugees headed west to 
Idaho and Montana. Caleb Lyon's Treaty of Fort Boise would have 
gained title 10 Boise Valley Indian lands, but Senate ratification never 
was accomplished. 

- 1866 The Snake War of 1866 to 1868 affected the south altemate of the 
Oregon Trail . Uruled Stales Army Camp Buford was established on 
Bruneau fuver. 

_ 1866 Caleb Lyon's Bruneau Treaty would have gained litle 10 south 
alternale Shoshone lands, bUI Senate ratification was not considered. 

_ 1867 Fort Hall Reservation was created for the Boise Shoshone. 

_ 1868 Wind Rjver Reservation was crealed by the Fort Bridger Treaty, but 
the Fort Iiall Shoshone and Bannock were allowed to remain on the 
Fort Hall Reservation inslead of moving 10 Wind fuver. 
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- 1869 Completion of the transcontinental railroad led to Kelton Road traffic 
to Boise. The Boise Shoshone were removed to Fort Hall Reservation 
somewhat belaledly. Glenn's Ferry began operations. Snake fuver 
gold discoveries brought miners 10 placers above Shoshone Falls. 

_ 1870 The Mormons established a new commlmity of Soda Springs along 
the trails. Cariboo Mountain gold discoveries broughl rninillg 
settlement to the Lander Road corridor. Payne's Ferry started 
operJtions. United Stales Army Fort Hall was established on 
Lincoln Creek. 

_ 1872 A major Indian war scare on Camas Prairie along Goodale's CuI off 
frighlened travelers and randlers. 

_ 1872 Georgelown was started as a Mormon Oregon Trail comrnuruty. 

_ 1873 Timber-culture land entries were authorized. Railroad construction 
was set back several years by the Panic of 1873 

_ 1874 The Utah and Northern Railway reached Idaho. 

_ 1874 Telegraph service reached Silver City (and was extended 10 Boise 
in 1875) 

_ 1876 Major cattle drives from Oregon to Oleyenne removed surplus 
bvestock from northwestern ranches. 

_ 1877 Desert Lancl Ad entries were authorized. 

_ 1878 The Utah and Northern Railway was extended along the Oregon 
Trail corridor. The Bannock War began on Camas Prairie along 
Goodale's Cutoff. 

_ 1879 Timber and Stone Ad land entries were authorized. A Glenn's Ferry 
Oregon Trail roule replaced Payne's Ferry on John Hailey's Boise­
Kelton stage Hoe. 

_ 1880 A large rrurung rush 10 Wood fuver broughl heavy traffic 10 

Goodale's CUloff. 

- 1881 Oregon Short Line construction began at Granger. 



- 1883 Boise phone service commenced. 

_ 1883 Glenns Ferry, Caldwell , and Parma founded along the Oregon Short 
Line. Mountain II()me (Rattlesnake Station) was moved to a new 
railroad site. - 1884 C1lesterfield was established on tlle Oregon Trail . - 1884 The Oregon Short Line was completed. - 1887 Utah and Northem tracks were widened to standard gauge. - 1890 Idaho was admitted to statehcxxl. - 1890 Southern Idaho had a winter range cattle disaster. - 1894 Carey Act reclamation projects were authorized. - 1900 TIle Twin Falls Carey Act project was initiated. - 1900 Fort Hall Reservation was opened to settlement. - 1902 United Slates Reclamation Service projects were authorized. - 1904 Construction of Minidoka Dam began. Twin Falls and Filer 
were foUnded 

_ 1906 Burley, Kimberly, and BuhI were started. 
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_ 1909 Minidoka Dam, with an Oregon Trail reservoir, was completed. 

_ 1910 Ezra Meeker located Fort Hall and Fort Boise sites. 

_ 1916 TIle Idaho State highway system was organized 

_ 1927 Completion of American FaUs Reservoir flooded parts of the 
Oregon Trail . 

_ 1928 Completion of Soda Springs Reservoir flcxxled parts of tlle 
Oregon Trail 

_ 1942 A naval gun relining plant was established in Pocatello, with a testing 
range along Goodale's Cutoff 

_ 1949 Idaho's National Reactor Testing Station established on 
Goodale's Cutoff. 

_ 1956 Idaho's interstate highway construction began at Massacre Rocks. 

_ 1959 Brownlee Dam was rompleted on Goodale's Cutoff. 

_ 1966 National Historic Preservation Act provided for registration and 
protection of cultural resources. 

_ 1978 Oregon Trail National Historic Trail designated by Congress. 

_ 1988 City of Rocks National Historic Reserve established by 

Act of Congress. 

_ 1992 California National Historic Trail designated by Congress . 



FOOTNOTES 

I. Svcn Uljeblad, 71Je Idaho IndtaTlS tn TraTlSttton, 1805-1960 (Pocalello: Idaho 
S1ale UniversilY Museum, 1972); Brigham D. Madsen, The Northern Shashoni 
(Caldwcll , Idaho: CaxlOn Prinlers, 1980), p. 23 

2. Philip AshlOn Rollins, edilor, The Discovery if the Or€80tl Trail: Robert Stuart ~ 
Narratil(! 1812-1813 (New York: Ouries Scribner'S Sons, 1935); Dale L. 
Morgan, jededillh SmiJh and the qJelling if the West (Indianapolis: Bollbs­
Merrill Co, 1953; reissued, Lincoln UniversilY of Nebraska Press , 19(4); 
MorgJfl , edilOr, 1he West if Wt/ltam /Jenry AshJey ... 1822-1838 (Denver: 
Old West Publishing Company, 19(4); Alexander Ross, Fur Hunters a/the 
far West, ediled by Kenneth A. Spaulding (Norman: Universily of Oklahoma 
Press, 19'56; originally published, London, 1855); Gloria Griffen Oine, 
Peter Skene Ogden and the Hudson ~ Bay Company (Norman: University of 
Okl3homa Press , 1974), pp. 46-96; David S Lavender, Westward Vision: The 
5~ory o/the Oregon Tratl (New York: McGraw-Hili Book Company, 19(3), 

3. John D. Unruh, Jr. , The PlatTlS AC105S: The Overland Emtgrants and the 
Trans-Mississippi West, 1840-60 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1979) 

4 "Commentaries of Keturah Belknap ... 1839 - 1845," Covered Wagon Women ... 
1810 - 1890, edited and compiled by Kenneth L. Iloimes (Glendale, 
California: TIle Arthur H. Clark Company, 1983 -), 1:213-218 

5. George R Stewart, 1he Californta Trail. An Epic with Many Heroes 
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 19(2). 

6 Unruh, 1he PlaiTlS ACTU5S, p 395 

7. J Orin Oliphant , On the Callie Rtmges o/the Oregon Country (Seattle: 
University of Washington Press, 1968), pp. 69-114. 

8. Joel Palmer, }ounzal o/Trm~ls. Ot~ the Rocky MounlfJtTlS .... (CincinJlJti: 
J A and 1I r. James, 1847), ediled by Philip Ashlon Rollins (New York, 193'), 
origiruJly published, Cincinnati, 1847; Reaclcx Reprint , 1966) 

187 

9 Leander V. Loomis, A}oumal if the Btrmtngham Emtgrating Company {1850J, 
M:.muscnpc , Oregon Historical Sociely, Portland, Oregon. 

10. P V. Crawford, "Jownal of a Trip Across tile Plains, 1851 ," Oregolllllstortcal 
Society Quarterly, v. xxv, no. 1 (March, 1924). 

1 L 'The Jownal of Susan Amelia Cranston, 1851," CO/lf!Tl!d Wagon Women, 
3.115-121. 

12. Eleanor Allen, Camru CaravaTlS (PonJand, Oregon: Binfords & Mort , 
Publishers, 1946). 

13 Palmer, }ourrzal o/Travels. 

14 . '1l1e Journal of Margaret A. Frink: Covered Wagon Women, 2:58-166 

15 . The}ourrzals if7beodore Talbot, 1843 aruJ 1849-52, ediled, with notes, by 
OlarIes H. Carey (Portland, Oregon: Metropolitan Press, Publishers, 19:3 J) 

16. "The Record of Eliza Ann McAuley," Covered Wagon Women, 436-81 

17. The Overland Diary if}ames A. Prttchard ... 1849, ediled by Dale L Morgan 
(Denver, Colorado: Fred A. Rosenstock , TIle Old West Publishing Company, 
1959) 

18. Amos Batdlelder, "Journal of a Tour across the Conlinenl of North America ... 
in 1849: Utah Stale Historical Society, Sail Lake City, Ulah 

19. "From Ohio 10 California l1le Gold Rush Joumal of Hijah BryJn Farnham," 
ediled by Men'ill J Manes and Elsey J Kirk, Indtarw Magazine o/I/Islary, 
(Sepcember 1950), 46:297-318; (December 195()), 46:40j-420. 

20. The lJiscolff)' 0/ the OregOTl Trail, pp CVI, cxxiv 

21 W , pp. 86- 104, 12R- 145, 162-193 



22 Mor!,pn , ./ec/I'dillh SmiJh , :lIld Morg:m , editor, the IH'st of If'i1lumlll. 
Ashk>v, covcr exploration 01 western Wyoming and pan of :-i(luthem I(bho 
llnpuhli.~hed Ilud~m 's Bay COIl1P:IIlY ~)tlrnals of Alexander R()s..~ :lIld 
puhlished ~lurruls of Peter Skene Ogden (see Rihliogr.lphy) deal with 
southern kbho explor.lli()n 

21 the Cali/on/ill Gold Rush O"erland Diary of Bymn N. McKinstry 1850-1852, 
coml1lcnts by Bruce L KcKinstry (Glendale, C1lifomia : nIl'. Mhur H. Oark 
Company, 1<)7 '» 

24 . "Diary of Rev. John McAlIi<;{er," edited by George H. Himes, Transacltons of 
the ()regonl'umeer Associtltion (\922), pp. 471 -508 

25 . P V Crawfurd, "Joumal of a Trip Across the Plains, 1851 ," Quarterly of the 
Oregon Jlistortcal Society GUIle 1924),25:136-169 

26. "Diary of Rev. Jolm McAllister," pp. 471 -508. 

27. John K. Townsend, Narml1lt! of a journey Acnru the Rocky Mountains to the 
Columbia RUt!T" (Fairfield, Washington: Ye GaUeon Press, 1970; originally 
published, Philadelphia, 1839) 

28. "11le Joseph Williams Tour, 1841-1842," To the Rockies and Oregon, 1839-
1842, edited by Leroy R. Hafen and Ann W Ilafen (Glendale, California 
lhe Mhur II. Clark Company, 1955) 

?9 the Caltfornia Gold Rush Diary of Byron N. McKinstry. 

30 Cnwford, "Joum:.11 " 

31 Richard Augustu~ Keen, "'the Diary of a Trip to Califomia and Retum," Iowa 
State Historical Society, Iowa City, Iowa. 

32 "Diary of E.W. C.onyers, a Pioneer of 1852," 7ransacl1on of the 7htrty-thtrd 
Annual Reunion ojthe OregOfI ptoneer AssOCiation, June 15, IW5 (Portland, 
1<xX» , pp 423-512 

33 The Overland Diary ofJames A. PrlIchard. 

.~1 Absolom B. II arden , Diary, 1847, Oregon flistorical Sociely , Portbnd, Oregon 
(hereafter Orlli) 

)') "'I1l(' J()lJrml of Susan Amelia Cranston." 

Yl James Field, Diary, 1845, Orlli. 

37. Ibid 

38 "Jourll.1l of Henry Allyn, 1853," 7ra1lSllc/tons ojthe FOrty-ninth Allnual 
Relll/irm oj the 0re8on ['tOlleer Association, Portlarui, jUrie 1o, 1921 
(Portland, 1924), pp 372-435. 

39 the Diaries of Peter Decker Ott!rland to California tn 1849 ... , edited by 
Ilelen S Giffen (Georgetown, California: The Talisman Press, 19(6) 

40 7rat/ to California, the O/Jerland journal oj Vincent Get8er and Wakeman 
Bryarly f18491, edited with an introduction by David Morris POIter 
(New Haven, Conneuicut: Yale University Press, 1945). 

41. Osborne RusseU, journal of a Trapper, edited by Aubrey L I-taines 
(Lincoln University of Nebraska Press, 195'» 

42. the joumals of Theodore Talbot. 

43 "Overland from Indiana to Oregon nle Dinwiddie Journal," edited by 
Margaret Booth, Frontier Omnibus (Missoula Montana State University Press, 
1962), pp. 181 -195. 

44 . "Diary of Joim S. Zieber, 1851," Jransacl10ns ojtbe Oregon Pioneer AU()(ia ­

Iton, Forty-etghth Annual Reunton, july I, 1920 (Portland, 1923), pp 301 -335 

4,) . Thejoumals oj1beodore Talbot. 

46. 'lhe Overland Diary of Will. H. Frush, May I') - Seplemher 2'), 18')0," Cae 
Collection, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut (I , .... , Ii ,· " ' V) 

47. Henry M. Jud.<;()n, Diary of 1862, Nebraska State Historical Society, lincoln, 
Nebraska (hereafter NbHi) 



48. California Trail Herd, the 1850 Missouri-ta-California journal of CynL5 C 
Loveland, edited and annOlated by Richard H. Dillon (Los Gatos, California: 
The Talisman Press, 19(1) 

49. "Diary of John S. Zieber, 1851" 

50. Robert C ScOlt , Diary, 1862, Idaho State Historical Society, Boise, Idaho 
Olereafter Idlli). 

51. Palmer, journal of Travels. 

52. The Discovery of the Oregon Trail- Robert Stuart's NarratilX!, 1812-181], 

Stuart . 

53. '~otJmal of Medorem Qawford," (Fairfield, Washington: Ye Galleon Press, 
19(7). 

54 "Sidney Smith Diary," in To the Rockies and Oregon, p. 84. 

55 . Ibid , p. 87. 

56 James Field, Diary, 1845, OrHi. 

57. "The Journal of Elizabeth Wood," Covered Wagon Women, 3:164-178. 

58. The Discovery oj the Oregon Trail- Robert Stuart's NarratilX!, 1812-1813. 

59. Palmer, journal of Travels . 

60. "Diary of John S Zieber, 1851" 

61. '~oumal of Abigail Jane ScOH," Cot:erf!d Wagon Women , 5:39-135. 

62. "William T Newby's Diary of the Emigration of 1843," edited by Harry 
N.W. Winton, Oregon Historical Quarterly (Seplember 1939), 40:219-242 

63. Robert Haldene Renshaw, Diary, OrHi. 

64. '~oumal of Abigail Jane SeOlI." 

189 

65. £"Cpeditions ojjohn Charles Fremont [October 5, 18431, Vol. I, edited by 
Donald Jackson and Mary Lee Spence (Urbana: University of JUinois 
Press, 1970). , 

66. James Field, Diary, August 16, 1845, OrHi. 

67. Palmer, joumal of Travels. 

68. Winfield Scott Ebey, Diary, Sunday, August 20, 1854 , WaU. 

69. Cecelia Emily McMillan Adams, "Qossing the Plains in 1852," edited by 
George H. Himes, Transactions of the Thirty-second A nnual Reunion of the 
Oregon Pioneer Association for 1904 (Portland, 1905), pp. 288-329 

70. Palmer, journal of Travels. 

71. Ebey, Diary. 

72. Palmer, journal oj Travels. 

73. Route Acr05S the Rocky Mountains ... Overton johnson and Wm. H Wtnter, 
reprint edited by Carl Z. Cannon (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton Universliy 
Press, 1932; originally published, Lafayette, Indiana, 1846) 

74 . Henry M. Judson, Diary of 1862, Omaha to Oregon, NbHi. 

75. Riley Root, journal of TralX!lsfrom St.}osephs to Oregon (Oakland, California: 
Biobooks, 1955). 

76. E. S McComas, Ajoumal oj1tavel(PorLIand, Oregon Champoeg Press, 1954) 

77. "From Ithaca to Clatsop Plains: Miss Ketcham's Journal of Travel," edited by 
Lean Kaiser and Priscilla Knuth, Oregon Historical Quarterly (September 19(1), 
62237 - 287; (December 19(1),62:337-402. 

78. ''The Overland Diary of Wm. H. Frush." 

79. "Leller of Lucia Loraine Williams," Cot:erf!d Wagon Women , 3:131-148. 



80. Medorem Crawford Diary. 

81 'Journal of Abigail ScOlt " 

82. Slewart , The California Trail, pp. 227, 232. large cattle herds helped oxteams, 
JYJck mules, and horses overgraze most gold-rush roads west of Casper in 
1849 as well as in subsequent years. 

83 Ibtd., P 252 

84 . Travelers had traded at French and Indian encan1pments before 1849: Indians 
peddled berries to Richard M. May near City of Rocks, August 15, 1848, for 
exan1ple, while salmon IrJde from Salmon Falls west was well established. 
William E. Chamberlain on July 4, 1849, described his JYJrty 's camp wim a 
french and Shoshoni band on Sublette's Cutoff west of Green River as 
"presenting as lively and confused a scene as a large city" (California Slate 
Library). Elizabem Ann McAuley Egbert camped over a week on Bear River, 
July 20-31, where Indian fish was traded for bread. John Hudson Wayman 
described Indians camped on Smith's Fork, July 1, 1852, as sharp traders. 
A Doctor on the Californul Trail. The Diary of Dr. john Hudson Wayman, 
1852, ed. Edgeley Woodman Todd (Denver: Old West Publishing Co , 1971). 

85. "History of Nelson Wheeler Whipple, Pioneer of 1850, Written by Himself," 
typescript, Utah State Historical Society, Salt Lake City, Utah, p. 8. 

86. 'The Gold Rush Diary of Henry Tappan," edited by Everett Walters and 
George B. SlfOlher, Annals of Wyoming, 25:113-139. 

87. 'The Journal of Margaret A. Frink." 

88. 1be Overland Diary of james A. Pritchard. 

89 The California Gold Rush Diary of Byron N McKinstry. 

90. Gold Rush Diary, Being the journal of Eltsha Douglass Perkins on the 
Overland Trail in the Spring and Summer of 1849, edited by Thomas D. Oark 
(Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 19(7). 

91 Trail to California, The Overlandjournal of Vincent Geiger and 
Wakeman 8ryarly 

190 

92. Ibid. 

93 "The Journal of Margaret A. Frink." 

94 . The California Gold Rush Overland Diary of Byron N McKinstry. 

95 . ]i'ail to California, The Overland journal of Vincent Geiger and 
Wakeman Bryarly. 

96 1be California Gold Rush Overland Diary of Byron N McKinstry. 

97. The Overland Diary of james A. Pritchard. 

98. 1he Diaries of Peter Decker. 

99 Their Salt Lake route was longer but gJve t11em a chance to obtain supplies. 
Most did not take ti1at detour, but mose who did had a major impact upon 
Utah's economy. Leonard J Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic 
Htstory of the latter-day Saints (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University 
Press, 1958), pp. 64-{i9. 

100. Henry William Bigler, Diary, August 30, September 7, 14-15, 1848; Richard M. 
May, Diary, July 11, August 14, 1848, bolh, Bancroft Library, University of 
California, Berkeley (hereafter CU) 

101. Seeking the Elephant, 1849, james Mason Hutchings 'journal of His Overland 
1h!k to California, edited and introduced by Shirley Sargent (Glendale, 
California: lbe Arthur H. Oark Company, 1980). 

102. The information for mis segment of me report was derived from me 
examination of 276 diaries gathered by the Idaho State Historical Society. 
One hundred seven of me diaries contained information dealing wim 
healm, disease , trauma, and deam. The reporting of me same event by 
two or more diarists in me same company or caravan made it difficult to tally 
exact numbers for me various conditions, but relative frequenCies could be 
readily determined. 

103 William Buchan's Domestic Medicine, first published in Edinburgh in 1769 and 
in Philadelphia in 1772, went tI1rough innumerable editions. John C. Gunn 's 
Domestic Medicine, or Poor Man :s Friend was first published in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, in 1830 and was still popular in 1870. 



lot U.S. War Dep-Jrtmenl, Annual Report 0/ the Secretary 0/ War (Washington, 
D C , 1852), p. 137. 

105. QuOled in Merrill J Malles, The Great Platte River Road The Cow-ed Wagon 
Mainline Ilia Fort Ketlrny to Fort Laramie, second edition, Nebraska Slate 
Historical Society Publications, Vol. XXV (Lincoln: NebrJska Slate llistorical 
Society, 1979), p. 82. 

106. Eleanor Allen, Canvas Caravans (Portland, Oregon: Binfords & Mort , 1946), 
pp. 57, 70, 79. 

107. James Field, Diary, May 27, 1845, Orlli. 

lOB. "Diary of Virgil K. Pringle ," August 3, 1846, edited by Dale L. Morgan, 
Overland in 1846 Diaries and Letters 0/ the Califomia-Oregon Trail 
(Georgetown, California : Talisman Press, 1%3), p. 178. 

109. William Carter Slaines, Diary, 1847, Historical Department, QlUrch of Jesus 
Quist of Laller-<1ay Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah (hereafter HD-LOS). 

110. Joseph GrJfton Hovey, Diary, Seplember 20, 1848, Brigham Young University, 
Provo, Utah (hereafter BYU). 

Ill . Ruben Miller, Diary, 1849, HD-LOS. 

112. Ellen James Bailey Lamborn, Autobiography, September 3, 1864, Utah Slate 
University, LogJn, Utah. 

113. Journal 0/ Medorem Crauford (Fairfield, Washington: Ye Galleon Press, 
1%7), p. 11. 

114 Peter O. Hansen, Diary, July 4, 8, 1849, BYU. 

115 Martin L. Ensign, Diary, May 9, 1857, HD-LOS. 

116. Hamilton SCOIt Diary, July 4, 1862, IdHi 

117. Silas Richards, Diary, August 22, 1846, HD-LOS. 

191 

118. Personal History of Andrew Madsen (1856), typescript, MarriOl Library, 
University of Utah, Salt Lake Cily, Utah. 

119. ScOlt Diary, August 2, 3, 1862. 

120. Maria Parsons Belshaw, Diary, June 4, 1853, OrHi. 

121. Unruh, The Plains Acrms, p. 386 

122. The Diary o/George Belshaw, Oregon Trail, 1853 (Eugene, Oregon: Lane 
County Pioneer-Historical Society, 1960), entry for May 14 , 1853 

123 "Diary of Rev. Jason Lee," The Quarterly 0/ the Oregon Historical Society 
(Seplember 1916), 17:243 

124. Olarles Alfred Harper, Diary, July I, 3, 1847, BYU. 

125. "Diary of Jesse Herrill, 1845," in Transactions 0/ the Thtrty-eigbth and Thirty­
ninth Annual Reunions of tbe Oregon Pioneer Association .. J910 .. .1911 
(Portland, 1914), p. 513 

126. Slephen Forsd ick , Autobiography, HD-LOS. 

127. Bartlett Tripp, Diary, September 27, 1861 , HD-LOS. 

128. "Mary Minerva Dart Judd, Pioneer of 1850," In Our Pioneer Heritage, compiled 
by Kate B. Carter (Salt Lake City: Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 1%4), 7:284 . 

129. W. A. Hockett, Reminiscence, July 7, 1847, University of Oregon, Eugene, 
Oregon (hereafter OrU) 

130. Diary 0/ Mrs. Byron}. Pengra .. .Kept by Her on a Trip across the Plainsjrom 
Illinois to Oregon in 1853 (Eugene, Oregon: Lane County Pioneer-Historical 
Society, 19(6). 

131. Gold Rush Diary, p. 94 (entry for August 9, 1849); Frederick E. Voelker, 
"William S. (Old Bill) Williams," in LeRoy R Hafen, editor, The Mountain Men 
and tbe Fur Trade o/tbe Far West (Glendale, California: Artllur H. Clark Co, 
1%5-1972), 8385 



104. lJS War Department, Annual Report o/the Secretary 0/ War (Washington, 
DC, 1852), p. 137 

105 Quoted in Merrill J Mattes, tbe Great Platte River Road tbe Cowred Wagon 
Mainline /!il~ Fort Kearny to Fort Laramie, second edition, Nebraska State 
Historical Society Publications, VoL XXV (Lincoln: NebrJskJ State Historical 
Society, 1979), p. 82. 

106. FJeanor Allen , Canvas Caravans (Portland, Oregon: Binfords & Mort, 1946), 
pp 57, 70, 79. 

107. james Field, Diary, May 27, 1845, Orlli. 

]08. "Diary of Virgil K. Pring/e ," August 3, 1846, edited by Dale L Morgan, 
Overland in 1846 Diaries and Le/ter.5 0/ the Californ~-Oregon Trail 
(Georgetown, California : Talisman Press, 1%3), p. ]78. 

109. William Carter Staines, Diary, 1847, Historical Department, OlUrch of jesus 
Olrist of Latter-<lay Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah (hereafter HD-LOS) 

110. joseph GrJfton Hovey, Diary, September 20, 1848, Brigham Young University, 
Provo, Utah (hereafter BYU) 

Ill . Ruben Miller, Diary, 1849, HD-LOS. 

112. Ellen james Bailey Lamborn, Autobiography, September 3, 1864, Utah State 
University, Logan, Utah. 

113 Journal 0/ Medorem Crawford (Fairfield, Washington Ye Galleon Press, 
]%7), p. ]1. 

114. Peter 0 Hansen, Diary, july 4, 8, 1849, BYU 

115 Martin L Ensign, Diary, May 9, 1857, HD-LOS. 

116 Hamilton Scott Diary, july 4, 1862, IdHi. 

] 17. Silas Richards , Diary, August 22, 1846, HD-LOS. 

191 

118. Personal History of Andrew Madsen (1856), typescript , Marriot Library, 
University of Uta/I, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

119 Scott Diary, August 2, 3, 1862 

120. Maria Parsons Belshaw, Diary, june 4, 1853, OrHi. 

121. Unruh, tbe Plains Across, p. 386 

122. 1he D~ry o/George Belshaw, Oregon Trail, 1853 (Eugene, Oregon Lane 
County Pioneer-Historical Society, 19(0), entry for May ]4, 1853 

]23 "Diary of Rev. jason Lee," tbe Quarterly o/the Oregon Historical Society 
(September 1916), 17:243 

124. Charles Alfred Harper, Diary, July 1, 3, 1847, BYU. 

125 "Diary of jesse Herritt, 1845," irl Transactions 0/ the 7btrty-eighth and 7birty­
ninth Annual Reu nions 0/ the Oregon Pioneer Assoc~tion .. J 910. . .1911 
(Portland, 1914), p. 513 

]26. Stephen Forsdick, Autobiography, HD-LOS. 

127. Bartlett Tripp, Diary, September 27, 1861, HD-LOS. 

128. "Mary Mirlerva [}Jrt judd, Pioneer of 1850," In Our Pioneer Heritage, compiled 
by Kate B. Carter (Salt Lake City: Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 1%4), 7:284 

129. W A. Hockett, Remirliscence, July 7, 1847, University of Oregon, Eugene, 
Oregon (hereafter OrU) 

130. Diary 0/ Mrs . Byron I Pengra .. .Kept by Her on a Trip across the Plains from 
Illinois to Oregon in 1853 (Eugene, Oregon: Lane County Pioneer-Historical 
Society, 19(6) 

131. Gold Rush Diary, p. 94 (enLry for August 9, 1849); Frederick E. Voelker, 
"William S. (Old Bill) Williams," in LeRoy R Hafen, editor, tbe Mountain Men 
and the Fur Trade of the Far West (Glendale, California Arthur H. Clark Co , 
1%5-1972), 8385 



132 Most California gold-rush traffic followed Hudspeth 's Cutoff afler July 19, but 
Richard Grant estimaled lhat from five to ten thousand wagons came by Fort 
Hall in 1849 before Hudspelh 's diversion reduced his emigrant trade. By 1849, 
GrIDt had built up a vast herd of catLle, horses, and mules, so that he was 
prepared to accommodate that unexpected deluge of demand. Eden Colville 
to J H. Pelly, Victoria , October 26, 1849, in E. E. Rich, editor, London Corre­
spondence Inwardfrom Eden Colville, 1849-1852 (London Hudsons Bay 
Record Society, 19'56), pp. 6-7; Richard Grant to George Simpson, February 22, 
1850, in Louis Seymour Grant, "Fort Hall on the Oregon Trail" (unpublished 
M.A. thesis, University of British Colwnbia, 1958), p. 92; The Overltmd Diary of 
james A. Pritchard, p. 105; Gold Rush.· 1bejournals, DraWings, and Olher 
Papers of]. Goldsborough Bniff, Apri./2, 1849-july 20, 1851, edited by GeQrgia 
Willis Read and RuLll Gaines (New York: Colwnbia UniversilY Press, 1949), p. 
105. By 1852, California emigrant traffic tended to go by Fort Hall rather L1un 
HudspeLll's ClItotT Elizabeth Ann McAuley Egbert diary, July 31 , 1852, Co. 

133 Slewart, California Trail, p. 252. 

134 Famlum, "From Ohio to California in 1849." 

135 "Diary of Orange Gaylord to California and Oregon in 1850 ... 1853," edited by 
L L Moore, Transactions of the Forty-fiftb Annual Reunion of the Oregon 
Pioneer Association, July 19, 1917 (Portland, 1920), pp. 394-439 

136 Russell, jounzal of a Trapper. 

137. William Swain, Diary, 1849-1851, Western Americana Collection, CtY 

138. Lorenzo Sawyer, "Way Sketches .... 118501," Family Visitor (Oeveland, Ohio), 
Vol . 1, 1850-51, ediled by E. Eberstadt (New York: E. Eberstadt, 1926). 

139 Dr. Henry Austin, Diary, 1849, Co. 

140. Helen G. Carpenter, A trip aC7llli the plains, 1856, California State Library, 
Sacramento, California. 

141. ElisI1a B. Lewis, Diary, 1849, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

192 

142. Joseph Middleton, Diary, 1849, Westem Americana Collection, CtY. 

143 Ibid. 

144. Batchelder, Diary. 

145 James Bf'nnett, Overland journey 10 California, 1850 (New Harmony, Indiana 
Times Print, 19(6) 

146. Jerome Dutton, "Across the Plains in 1850," Annals of Iowa (July - October 
1910), 3rd ses, 9:447-483. 

147. Sawyer, "Way Sketches." 

148 Middlelon, Diary. 

149. Carpenter, A trip aC7llli the plains. 

150 Swain, Diary. 

151 Ibid. 

152 J S. Shepherd, jounzal of travel /1850/ Across the plains 10 California (Racine, 
Wisconsin: Commercial Advertiser, 1851) 

153. Thomas Woodward, "Diary ... while crossing the plains to California in 1850," 
Wisconsin Magazine of History (March 1934), 17:345-360; (June 1934), 
17:433-445. 

154 Swain, Diary . 

155 Middleton, Diary. 

156 Lewis, Diary . 

157 John Sleele, Across the Plains in 1850, edited by J Schafer (Chicago Caxton 
Oub, 1930) 



158. Omer C. Stewart, "Tribal Distribution and Boundaries in the Great Basin," in 
Warren L D'Azevedo, et a1 ., editors, The Current Status of Anthropological 
Research in the Great Bruin: 1964, Technical Report Series SoH, Social Science 
and Humanities Publication, No. I (Reno: Desert Research Institute , University 
of Nevada, 19(6); Deward E. Walker, Jr., /rulifJn.s of Idaho (Moscow: Univer­
sity Press of Idaho, 1978), P 87. 

159. Walker, IndifJn.s of Idaho, p. 87. 

I&:>. Ibid., p. 140. 

161 Peter T. Harstad and Max G. Pavesic, "Lander Tr:lil Report ," manuscript , U.S. 
Forest Service, 1966, pp 4-5 

162. Ibid., pp. 7-15 

163 Ibid, p. 23 

164 Boundfor Idaho: The 1864 TrailJournal of Julius Merrill, edited by Irving R 
Merrill (Moscow: University of IdallO Press, 1988). 

165 . Ourles J Cummings, Diary, 1859, WeSlern Americana Collection, CtY. 

166. Joel Barnett , A Long Trip in a Prairie Schooner (Whittier, California WeSlern 
Stationery Company, 1928) 

167 Bound for Idah o. 

168. Bound for Idaho. 

169. Michael Luark, Diaries, 1861 , Vol . 7, WaU. 

170. Bound for Idaho. 

171 Luark , Diaries. 

In. Bound for Idaho. 

173 Cummings, Diary. 

193 

174 . William H. Goetzmann, Exploration and Empire: The Explorer and the Sctentist 
in the Winning of the American West (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1966), pp. 
231, 240; Melvin C. Jacobs, Winning Oregon (Caldwell , ldallO: Caxton Printers, 
1938), pp. 140-167; and Frederick Merk, 'The Oregon Pioneers and the 
Boundary," American Historical Review Ouly, 1924), 29: 681-699, which 
analyzes variant cIainls concerning Oregon settlement and boundary 
negotiations through 1846. . 

175 Quoted in Goetzmann, Exploratton and Empire, p. 241. 

176. William H. Goetzmann, Army Explorers in the American West. 1803-1863 
(New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1959), p . 84 . 

177. tbe Expeditions ofJolm C. Fremont, 1:520-521 

178. Ibid., pp. 530-531 . 

179. Ibid., 531 -532. Charles Preuss added: 'The white people have mined the 
country of the Snake Indians and should therefore treat them well " Preuss, 
E-qJloring wtth Fremont ... , translated and edited by Erwin G. and E1isabetll K. 
Gudde (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1958), p . 86. 

180. F.xpediltons of Fremont, pp. 532-533. 

181 Goetzrnann, Army Explorers, pp. 105-106 

182. Jesse Looney. Letter. October 27, 1843. Journal 0/ the Illinois State Historical 
Society, Vol. XXII , July 29. No. 2, pp. 354-356. 

183. The March o/the Mounted Rifiemen .. ru Recorded in theJoumal.s 0/ Major 
Osborne Cross and George Gibbs ... , edited by Raymond W. Settle (Glendale, 
California: Arthur H. Oark Company, 1940), p . 127. 

184 . Ibid , p. 133. 

185. Ibid., p. 137 

186. Ibid, p. 137 

187. Ibid., p. 149. 



188. Ibid, p. 170-171 . 

189 Ibid , P 176. 

190. Ibid, pp. 188-189 

191. Ibid, pp. 189-190. 

192. Ibid , p. 193 

193 Ibid , p. 201. 

194 Ibid , p. 202. 

195 . Ibid, p. 206. 

1%. Goetzmann, Army Explorers, pp. 262-263 

197. W. Turrentine Jackson, Wagon Roads West.· A Study of Federal Road Suroeys 
and Constrnction in the Trans-Mississippi West, 1846-1869 (Berkeley 
University of California Press, 1952), p. 176. 

198 Goetzmann, Amly Explorers, pp. 355-357, 3T7-379 

199. Brigham D. Madsen, The Northern Shoshoni (CaJdweU, Idaho Caxton Printers, 
1980), pp. 64-89 

200. Bound for Idaho. 

201. Bound for Idaho. 

202 . Bound for Idaho. 

203. Lollghary, Brief Journal 

204 . War of the Rebel/ion, Series L, Part I, pp. 227-228. 

205 . Ibid, p. 220. 

206. Mrs. W. A. Loughary, "A Brief Journal .. in the Year of 1864," OrU. 

207. Blackfoot Register, June 18, 1881 , p. 4, c. 2. 

208. Bound for Idaho. 

2m. LOllghary, Brief Journal 

210. Nellie Slater, Diary, 1862, !dlli. 

211. Ibid. 

212. Ibid. 

213 Bound for Idaho. 

214 . Annie Laurie Bird, Old Fort Boise (Parma, Idaho Old Fort Boise Historical 
Society, 1971), p. 59 

215 Unruh, tbe Plains Across, p. 5, describes Applegate'S as "probably the single 
most widely quoted overland account." 

216. Boundfor Idaho 

2T7 . Oliphant, On the Cattle Rtmges of the Oregon Country 

218. Ibid., pp. 148-152. 

219. Ibid, pp. 152-170. 

220. Morning Oregonian (Portland), March 9, 1880, quoted in ibid, p. 172. 

221. Ibid, pp. 173-184; Harry Sindair Drago, Great American Cattle Trails (New 
York Dodd, Mead & Co, 1%5), p. 247; D. E. Forsling, "Sheep to Cheyenne," 
Idaho Yesterdays (Summer, 1%4), 812:26-32. 

222. Drago, Cattle Trails, pp 249-251. 

223 T A. Larson, History of Wyoming (Lincoln University of Nebraska Press, 
1%5), p 193 



22-1 . E. Louise Peffer, tbe Closing of the Public Domain (Stanford , California: 
Slanford University Press, 1951; reissued, New York : Arno Press, 1972). 

225. Roben Murray, Historic Resource Data: Sweetwater/Kemmerer ami Hanna! 
Atlantic Rim Coal Studies (Cheyenne, Wyoming: US. Department of the 
Interior, Bureau of Land Management , 1976), p 131. 

226. Bound f or Idaho. 

227 . Bourldfor Idaho. 

228. Armiejane'sjournal, compiled and edited by Marilyn Rowley Harbord 
(Chico, California: Glen E. Biggers, 1974). 

229. Boundfor Idaho. 

230 Ibid. 

231 Quoted in the Morning Oregonian (Portland), January 11 , 1881 , and in Boumi 
for Idah o, pp. 172-173. 

232. Bound f or Idaho. 

233 . Ibid. 

234 . Idaho Tri-Weekly Statesman (Boise), June 8, 1865, p. 2, c. 4 

235. Bound for Idaho. 

236 Ibtd. 

237 Irati to California: The Overlnmi.!nurnal of Vincent Getger and Wakeman 
Bryarly, p. 123. 

195 

238 Richard F. Burton, tbe City of the Saints ami A C1U5S the Rocky Mountains to 
California, edited, with an Introduction and Notes, by Fawn M. Brodie 
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 19(3), p. 191. 

239. Ibid.; "The Utah War: Journal of Captain Alben Tracey," Utah Historical 
Quarterly (1945), 13: ix-128. 

240. G~ descriptions of overland ma il and staging operations can be fo und 
in William P. Mackinnon, "The Buchanan Spoils System and the Utah 
Expedition Careers of W. M. F. Magraw and John M. I-I<;x:kaday," Utah 
Historical Quarterly (Spring, 19(3),31:127-150, and "Pioneer Mail Ro utes, 
Carriers and Contractors," compiled by Kate B. Caner, Daughters of Utah 
Pioneers Lessonfor NOlX!mber, 1950,53-65. See also "Kelton and Overland 
Lines," Reference Series Number 146 (unpubl.ished; Boise: Idaho Slate 
Historical Society, n .d .). 

241 Burton, The City of the Saints, p. 191 

242. "Kelton Road," Reference Series Number 74 (Boise: Idaho Slate Historical 
Society, 1972). 

243 'The Toano Route, n Reference Series Number 75 (Boise: Idaho Slate Historical 
Society, 19(4). 

244 . "To Oregon in 1852, Letter of Dr. Thomas White laGrange County, 
Indiana , Errllgrant," edited by Oscar O. Winther and Gayle Thombrough. 
(Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 19(4). 



BmIJOGRAPHY . 

For convenience in use, LhlS bihliography is divided so that trail 
diaries are separated from general reference works and other materials. 
Most infOrm:ltion concerning trJil routes and trail-relat~d sites comes 
from (or is confirmed by) cfillgrant diaries. Other sources for route 
;,,,rI site infom1ation (induding evidence provided from adual route 
investigation, site$ !O"UJ'V\.'y, geological and geographical interpretation, 

and aerial-pholOgraph examination) have to be compared with historical documen­
tation provided by diaries and simil:lr contemporary materials. A great deal of work 
Ius gone into preparation and publication of Oregon Trail documentation and 
interpretation over a period of lllore than a century. References to these materials 
are annotated, where appropriate, in LItis bibliography. 

GENERAL REFERENCE AND OTIIER NON-DIARY WORKS 

Jerry K. Aikawa, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever (Springfield, illinois: Charles C. 
Thomas, 19(6) 

Eleanor Allen, Canvas Caravans (Portland, Oregon: Binford~ p. ~1nrt . ]946). 

Jesse Applegate, A Day With the Cow Column in 1843: Recollections of My 
Boyhood; Oregon Pioneer oj 1843, ed. Joseph Schafer (Chicago: Caxton Gub, 
]934). Published originally in Oregon Historical Quarterly (December 19(0), 
1:371-383. ll1is account of an 1843 cattle drive is a major classic in Oregon 
Trail literature. 

Leonard J. Arrington, Charles C. Rich: Mormon General and \I e~/ern Frontiersman 
(Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University Press, ]974) An account of 
Mormon Oregon Trail Bear Lake settlements from 1863 In 1882, this 
narrative also covers Mormon Trail migration to Utah. 

Leonard J Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic History of The Latter-Day 
Saints, 1830-1900 (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1958). 

]96 

Robert G. Athearn, Union Pacific Counlry.(Chicago: Rand McNally Co., 1971). 
Union Pacific construction across Wyoming and Oregon Short Line 
construction through Idaho are explained in this useful volume. 

Oarence B. Bagley, "Crossing the Plains ," Washing/on Historical Quarterly Quly 
1922), ]3: ]63- 180. An 1852 pioneer, whose father managed to cover costs 
of moving to Oregon Simply from profits of selling his horses, mules, and 
wagons after completing his trip, Bagley becanle a prontinent Washington 
political leader. 

John Ball , Autobiography of john Ball (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Dean-Hicks 
Company, 1925) Ball came out with Nathaniel Wyeth in 1832 

John Ball, "Remarks Upon the Geology and Physical Features of the Country West 
of the Rocky Mountains, With Miscellaneous Facts," The A merican journal of 
Science and Arts (1835), 28:1-16. 

Hubert Howe Bancroft, Biography of the Murphy Famtly (Berkeley: Bancroft Library, 
University of California, 1888). 

Hubert Howe Bancroft, "History of California, Volume VI: ]848-1859," The Works of 
Hubert HoUX! Bancroft, Vol. 23 (San Francisco: The History Company, 1888). 

Hubert Howe Bancroft, "History of Washington, Idaho, and Montana, 1854-1889," 
7he Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft, Vol. 31 (San Francisco: The History 
Company, 1890), 

Hubert Howe Bancroft , "Oregon, 1834-1888," History of the Pacific States of Nonh 
America, Vols. 24-25 (San Francisco: The History Company, 1886-1888) 
ActuaUy written by Frances Fuller Victor, who also did an early biography of 
Joe Meek, L11is early account contains considerable Oregon Trail deta il. 

Gerald Baydo, "Overland from Missouri to Washington Territory in 1854 ," Nebraska 
History (Spring 1971), 52:65-87. 

-----------------



Merrill D. Beal, Intermountain Railroads: Standard and Narrow Gauge (Caldwell , 
Idaho: Caxton Printers, 1%2). nus account covers Utah Northern and Oregon 
Short Line construction. 

Merrill D. Beal and Merle W. Wells, History oj Idaho (Olicago: Lewis Publishing 
Company, 1959) 

Keturah PenlOn Belknap, Reminiscence (Des Moines: Iowa Slate Historical Society, 
ndJ 1848 trip. 

John Bidwell , Calijomia, /84/-/848: An Immigrant s Recollection oja Trip Across 
the Piai1lS (Berkeley Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley, 1877) 
Because of Bidwell 's importance in California Trail development and in later 
Ca lifornia history, his account has been used widely in western historical 
literature. 

Ray Allen Billington, tbe Far Westem Frontier, 1830-1860(New York: Harper & 
Brothers, 1956) 

Annie Laurie Bird, Old Fort Boise (Parma, Idaho: Old Fort Boise Historical Society, 
1971). 

Roy S. Bloss, Pony Express: The Great Gamble (Berkeley, California : Howell-North 
Books, 1959) 

Benjamin Franklin Bonney, Recollectiorzs oj Benjamin Franklin Bonney (Fairfield, 
Washington: Ye Galleon Press, 1%9) 1845 trip. 

Samuel Bowles, The Pacific Railroad Open: How to Go, Wbat to See, Guide 
jor Travel to aruJ through Westem America (Boston: Fields, Osgood & 
Company, 18(9) Together with his important western travel volume, 
Across the Contirz.ent- A Summer's joumey to the Rocky Mountatns, the 
Morm01lS, and the Pacific States, with Speaker Colfax (1865 et seq.), this 
guide received a great deal of national attention. As Springfield lMassachu­
sens) Republican editor, Bowles was very well known. 

Edmund Bray, 1872, Letter Manuscript , Bancroft Library, University of California, 
Berkeley. 1844 trip. 

197 

George F. Brimlow, the Bannock Indian War oj 1878 (Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton 
Printers, 1938). 

Sherlock Bristol, The Pioneer Preacher: Incidents oj Inlerf!st and E:xperlences in the 
Author:~ Life (Chicago: Fleming H. Revell, 1887) A founder of Boise in J863, 
Bristol provides useful Oregon Trail information from his 1862 overland trip 
to Idaho's Salmon River mines. 

Cornelius J Brosnan, jason Lee, Prophet ojthe New Oregon (New York: ll1e 
Macmillan Co., 1932). Lee;s Willamelte Valley mission led directly 10 early 
interest in Oregon Trail development. 

Jennie Broughton Brown, Fort Hall on the Oregon Trail A Historical Study 
(Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton Printers, 1932). This University of California thesis 
contains useful fur-trade as well as emigrant-road material. 

John Evans Brown, "Memoirs of an American Goldseeker," ed. Katie E. Blood, 
joumal oj American History (908), p. 2. 

John Corydon Bustmell, "Narrative: Memoirs of Overland Journey From Missouri to 
Oregon in 1853, Via South Pass, Fort Boise, Mallieur River, Across the 
Cascades to the McKenzie River, as Part of the 'Lost Wagon Train of 1853'" 
092P), Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, California . 

Joseph Cain and Arieh C. Brower, Mormon Waybill, to the Cold Mtnes, from the 
Pacific Springs, fly the Northern aruJ Southern Routes (Salt Lake City: 
W. Richards, Printer, 1851). 

J L Campbell, Idaho: Six Month tn the New Cold Diggings: The Emigrant's Guide 
OverlaruJ (New York: J L Campbell, 1864; reprinted by Ye GaUeon Press , 
Fairfield, Washington, 1979). His 1864 emigrants' guide deals with overland 
travel to mines thaI were in Montana shortly after publication. 

Charles H. Ca rey, A Cerleral History oj Oregon Prior to 1861 (Portland: 
Metropolitan Press, 1936) 

Nicholas Carriger, Autobiography, 1874, Bancroft ubrary, University of California, 
Berkeley. 1846 trip. 



Solomon Nunes Carvalho, Incidents of Jravel and AdLf!nture in the Far West, 
With Col. Fremont's Last Expedition Across the Rocky Mowltai,1S (New York: 
Derby and Jackson, 1857) 

John W, Caughey, Gold is the Conwrstone CI3erkeley University of California Press, 
1948). 

Iloward W. Chadwick, The Oregon Trail- A Potential Addition to the National Trails 
System (Seattle: Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, 1977). This investigation 
documents high-potential Oregon Trail segments for interpretation and 
utilization. 

Andrew Child, Overland Route to California (Los Angeles N. A. Kovach, 1946) 

Joseph Ballinger Chiles, A Vistt to California in 1841, as Recordedfor Hubert 
HOlW Bancroft in an Interview With joseph B. Chiles (Berkeley Friends of 
tlle Bancroft Library, 1970) About as prominent as any California Trail 
developer, Chiles C3nle out witll BidweIJ's party in 184 I, returned east 
exploring a practical California Trail route in 1842, and sent part of his 1843 
California Trail migration witll Joseph R. Walker to develop Idaho's original 
California Trail wagon road while he took B. M. Hudspetll and some otller 
pioneers west to California from Fort Boise. He made two more overland 
crossing; to California by 1848. 

Hiram Martin Chiuenden and Alfred Talbot RKhardson, eds, Life, Letters and 
Travels of Father Piem!-jean De Smet, Sf., 1801-1873, 4 vols. (New York: 
F. P. Harper, 1905), BidweU's 1841 California Trail blazers went west across 
Wyoming witll De Smet. 

William Clayton, The Latter-day Saints ' Emigrant's Guide (St Louis: Missouri 
Republican Steam Power Press-Chambers & Knapp, 1848). Oayton's guide 
is a classic in Mormon Trail literature, noted particularly for superior mileage 
figures and utility for gold rush as well as Salt Lake travelers. 

Robert Glass Oeland, A Htstory of California: The American Period (New York: 
The Macmillan Co, 1922). 

Samuel L Oemens (Mark Twain), Roughing It (Hartford, Connecticut: American 
Publishing Co , 1872 [and subsequent editions!) 

198 

Gloria Griffen Cline, Peter Skene Ogden and the Hudson's Bay Company (Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1974). 

James Oyman, james Clyman American Frontiersman, 1792-1881 tbe AdLf!ntures 
of a Trapper and Covered Wagon Emigrant as Told in Hts Own Remil/iscences 
and Diaries, ed, Charles L Camp (San Francisco California Historical Society, 
1928). A noted trapper and emigrant who made more than one overlancl 
journey. Lyman documented important fur trade and Oregon-California Trail 
events witll extensive diaries and accounts. 

Cornelius Cole, MemOirs of CorneliUS Cole, ex -Senator of the United States From 
California (New York: Mcloughlin Brotllers, 1908). 

James CoUier, Letter [1849[, Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley. 

Peter Thomas Conmy, 1be Stevens-Murphy-Miller Party of 1844 (San Francisco: 
Native Sons of tlle Golden West, 1942). 

Lucy Rutledge Cooke, Crossing the Plains in 1852: Narrative of a Trip From Iowa to 
"the Land of Gold, " as Told in Letters Written During the journey (Modesto, 
California: n.p., 1923), 

Arvazena Angeline Spillman Cooper, Reminiscence [19011, University of Oregon, 
Eugene. 1863 trip. 

Joseph Cornwall, Reminiscence U9OO1, University of Oregon, Eugene. 1846 trip. 

Howard R. Cramer, "California-Oregon Trail, Fort Hall lo Goose Qeek, Idaho," 
prepared for the Burley District, Bureau of Land Management, Burley, Idaho, 
1973. This investigalion, based upon ernigrant diaries and geological interpre­
tation, covers Hudspetll's CUloff as weU as otller routes. 

Howard R. Cramer, ''The California Trail in Idaho: The Salt Lake Cutoff," prepared 
for tlle Burley District, Bureau of Land Management, Burley, Idaho, 1974. 

Howard R. Cramer, "Geology and Hudspetll 's CUloff," Idaho Yesterdays (FaU 1975), 
19/ 3: 14-24 . 



Medorem Crawford, "The Missionaries and 111eir Work," (1878), Bancroft Library, 
University of California, Berkeley. Crawford used a Hams Fork route in 1842. 

llarrison Oifford Dale, ed, tbe Ashley-Smith Explorations and the Dtscovery of a 
Central Route to the Padfte, 1822-1829, With the Onginaljournals, rev. ed. 
(Glendale, California Arthur II . Gark Co., 1941) This importartt early study of 
Jedediah Smith's exploration covers Oregon Trail segments. 

James Henry Daugherty, Trappers and Traders of the Far West (New York: Random 
House, 1952) 

Timothy Woodbridge Davenport , Reminiscence (1871 artd 1883), University of 
Oregon Library, Eugene. 1851 trip. 

Alonzo Delano, Alonzo Delano's California Correspondence Being Letters Hitherto 
Uncollected From the Ottawa (lIIinots) Free Trader and the New Orleans True 
Delta . 1849-1852, ed. Irving McKee (Sacramento, California: Sacramento Book 
CoUectors' Gub, 1952) 

Alonzo Delarto, Life on the Plains and Among the Diggings, Being Scenes and 
Adventures of an Overlandjourney to California (New York: Saxton, 18(1) 

Plierre) J[eartJ De Smet, S.j, Letters and Sketches: with a Narratiw of a Year's 
Residence among the Indian Tnbes of the Rocky Mountains (Philadelphia: 
M. Fithian, 1843), reprint edited by Ruben Gold 111waites, Early Western 
Trawls, 1748-1846: Series of Annotated Reprints of Some if the Best and Rarest 
Contemporary Volumes of Trawl (Oeveland: Arthur H. Gark Co., 1904-1907), 
27: 135-402. 

Bernard A. De VOlO, The }'ear of Decision, 1846 (Boston: Linle, Brown & Comparty, 
1943) This influential acrount emphasizes overlartd migration in 1846. 

Everen N. Dick, Vanguards of the Frontier: A Social Htstory of the Northern Plains 
and Rocky Mountains From the Earliest While Contacts to the Coming of the 
Homemaker (New York: D. Appleton-Century Company, 1941) 

Raymond N. Doetsch, journey to the Green and Golden Lands: The Fpte of Survival 
on the Wagon Trail (Port Washington, NY.: Kennikat Press, 1976). 

199 

Harry Sinclair Drago, Great American Cattle Trails: The Story of the Old Cow Paths of 
the EaSt and the Longhorn Highway of the Plains (New York: Dodd, Mead & 
Company, 19(5) , 

I larry Sincla ir Drago, Roads to Empire: The Dramatic Conquest of the A lnerican \Vest 
(New York Oodd, Mead & Company, 1968) 

WiUiam Dresser, Letters (1850), Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley. 

Benjamin Woodbury Driggs, Htstory of Teton Valley, Idaho (CaldweU , Idaho: Caxton 
Printers, 1926). 

Howard R. Driggs, Westward America (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1942) 

Harold E. Driver, Indians of North America (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
19(1). 

Gilford M. Drury, FJkanah and Mary Walker, Pioneers among the Spokanes 
(CaldweU, Idaho: Caxton Printers, 1940) 

Gilford M. Drury, Marcus and Narcissa Whitman and the opening of Old Oregon, 
2 volumes (Glendale, California: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1973) Drury's volumes 
emphasize Whitmart's importartce ir1 getting Oregon Trail wagons west of 
Fort HaU. 

Gilford M. Drury, Marcus Whitman, M.D., Pioneer and Martyr (CaldweU, Idaho: 
Caxton Printers, 1937). 

Gifford M. Drury, Nine YeaTS Wtth the Spokane Indians: The Diary, 18]8-1848, 
of FJkanah Wa/ker(Glendale, California: Arthur H. Oark Co., 1976) 

Gifford M. Drury, Pioneer of Old Oregon: Henry Harmon Spalding (Caldwell, Idaho: 
Dxton Printers, 1936). 

Gifford M. Drury, ed, The Diaries and Letters of Henry H Spalding and Asa Bowen 
Smtih Relattng to the Nez Perce Mtssion, 18]8-1842 (Glendale, California : 
Arthur 1-1 . Clark Co., 1958). 



Gifford M. DJ1Iry, ed, First \fIhile \fIomen Over the Rockies: Diaries, Letters and 
Biogmphtml Sketches 0/ the Six \fIomen 0/ the Oregon Mission Ulbo Made the 
OIJerlaruijotirney in 1836 and 1838, 3 volumes (Glend::tle, California Arthur 
H. Clark Co, 1963- 19(6) 

Abigail ScOIt Duniway, Captain Grays Company. or, Crossing the Plains and Living 
in Oregon (Portland: S. J McConnick, ]859) Also CotJered Wagon Women, 
VoL II . 

Richard Dunlop, Doctors if the American Frontier (Garden City, N. Y: Doublecby 
and Co, 1965) 

Fred W. Dykes, Jeffreys Cutoff Idaho's Forgotten Oregon Tmil Route, (Fred W. 
Dykes, PocateUo, 10, 1989) 

Philip Leget Edwards, Sketch o/the Oregon Territory: or, Emigrants ' Guide (uberty, 
Missouri Prinled at the Herald Office, 1842) T C. Elliott, Peter SlNlne Ogden, 
Fur Trader (Portland, Oregon: Ivy, ]910) 

Gottlieb Ence, Autobiography (1840-19] I) 1860 trip. 

Hartman K. Evans, "Sheep Trailing From Oregon to Wyoming," Mississippi Valley 
Historical Review (March ]942), 2858]-592 

James A. Evans, Reminiscence, Iowa State Historical Society, Des Moines. 

John Mack Faragher, Women and Men on the Overland Trail (New Haven, Con­
necticut: Yale University Press, 1979) 

Thomas Jefferson Farnham, Travels in the Great \fIestern Prairies, the Anahuac 
and Rocky Mountains, and in the Oregon Territory, 2 volumes (London: 
Richard Bentley, ]843), reprint edited by Reuben Gold Thwaites, Early Western 
Travels, 1748-1846: Series if Annotated Reprints of Some 0/ the Best and Rarest 
Contemporary Volumes o/Travel, 32 volumes (Geveland Arthur H. Gark Co., 
1904-19(7), 28:45-380 This was a major contribution to western travel 
literature at a tin1e when Oregon and California trail traffic was about to 
commence. 

200 

James Faulkner, Leiter, Historical Department , Church of Jesus Glfist of Lalter-day 
Saints, Salt Lake City. 1856 trip. 

Warren Angus Ferris, Life in the Rocky Mountains, 1830-1835 (Salt Lake City Rocky 
Mountain Book Shop, 1940) This account , originally lIublished between 1842 
and 1844, provides important infonnation concerning Rocky Mountain 
trappers between Casper and Fort HaJJ. 

L A. Fleming and A. R Standing, "The Road to 'Fortune': The Salt Lake Cutoff," 
Utah Historical Quarterly (Summer 1%5), 33248-271 Much of the present 
report concerning California Trail detail west of Granite Pass depends upon 
A. R Standing'S investigation. 

Ninevah Ford, "The Pioneer Road Makers" (1878), Bancroft Library, University of 
California , Berkeley. 

Stephen Forsdick, Autobiography, Historical Department, Church of Jesus Glfist of 
Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City. 1853 trip. 

O. E. Forsling, "Sheep to Cheyenne," Idaho Yesterdays (Summer 1964), 8/2:26-32. 
This account deals with an 1896 Goodale's Cutoff stock drive. 

"Fort Boise (United States Anny)," Reference Series Number 356 (Boise: Idaho State 
Historical Society, 1965) 

Phillip O. Foss, Poltttcs and Grass: The Administratton of Graztng on the Public 
lJornain (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1960; reprinted, Westport, 
ConnectioJl: Greenwood Press, 1975) This history of the Bureau of Land 
Management deals primarily with 2<Ah century development. 

Gregory M. Franzwa, Maps 0/ the Orgon Trail (Ger::tld, Missouri: Patrice Press, 1982) 

Gregory M. FranzwJ, The Oregon Trail Revtstted (St. Louis, Missouri: Patrice Press, 
1972). 11lis is a recent Oregon Trail travel guide, witll current access and 
visible evidence indicated for emigrant-road stretches. 

J V. Frederick, Ben Holladay, 1be Stagecoach King (Glencble, California: 
Artllur H. Clark Co., 1940) HoUaday took over RusseU, Majors, and Waddell 's 
operations in 1862. 



John Charles Fremont, "Report of the Exploring Expedition to the Rocky Mountains 
in the Year 1842, and to Oregon and North California in the Years 1843-44," 
Senate Executive Docwnent 174, 28t11 Congress, 2d session, 1845. Fremont 's 
report had major natioml importance in developing interest in overland 
emigrant roads. 

Nonnan F. Furniss, Tbe MomlOn Conflict, 1850-1859 (New Haven, Connedicu\: 
Yale University Press, 1960). An explanation of Albert Sidney johnston's Utah 
expedition in a nation:U context , this account clarifies the importance of 
freighting activities and Lander's Road. 

John S Galbraith, The Hudson's Bay Corrzpany ru an Imperial Factor, 1821-1869 
(Berkeley University of California Press, 1957) lbis company history 
provides a setting for understanding Oregon Trail operations. 

01Jfles M. Gates, ed , Five Fur Traders of the Northwest, Being the Narrative of Peter 
Pond and the Diaries of jolm Macdonell, Archibald N. Mcleod, Hugh Faries, 
and Thomru Connor (St. Paul Minnesota Historical Society, 1%5) 

Daniel Giles, Reminiscence, University of Oregon Library, Eugene. 1852 trip. 

William Gill, California Letters of William Gill Written in 1850 to His Wife, Harriett 
Traleton, in Kentucky, ed Eva Turner Oark (New York: Downs Printing 
Company, 1922). 

Martha Hill Gillette, Overland to Oregon and tn the Indian Wars of 1853, with an 
introduction by Richard H. Dillon: (n.p.: 1975). 1853 trip. 

H. Leigh Gittens, Idaho's Gold Road (Moscow: University Press of Idaho, 1976). 
This account deals with Salt Lake traffic to Montana, which crossed several 
Oregon and California trail alternates. 

Robert R. Givens, Letters (1849-1859), Bancroft Library, University of California, 
Berkeley. 

William H. Goetzmann, Army Exploration in the American We5t, 1803-1863 (New 
Haven, Connedicu\: Yale University Press, 1959). Goetzmann has prepared 
definitive accounlS of western military and scientific expeditions. 

201 

The Gold Rush: I£tters from the Wolverine Rangers to the Marshall StatesTlum, 
1849-5 1 (M\. Pleasant , Michigan: n.p., 1974). 

Oliver Goldsmith , Over·land in Forty-nine: Tbe Recollections of a Wolverine Ranger 
After a LafJse of Forty-Seven Years (Detroit , Midligan: the author, 18«6). 

"Go<xIale's Cutoff," Reference Series Nwnber 51 (Boise: Idaho State Historical 
Society, 1%6). 

George Walter Goodhart , Tbe Pioneer I.ife of George W. Goodhart and His Associa­
tion With the Hudson's Bay and American Fur Company's Traders and 
TrafJPerS: Trails of Early Idaho (Caldwell, IdallO: Caxton Printers, 1940). 
Goodhart was active around Soda Springs. 

Wyona Eliza Surfus Gordon, Reminiscence (958), University of Oregon Library, 
Eugene. 1883 trip. 

William A. Goulder, Reminiscences-: Incidents i~1 the Life of a Pioneer in Oregon and 
Idaho (Boise, Idaho: T Regan, 1909). A prominent Idaho author, Goulder 
provides useful trail information for 1844. 

William S. Greever, The Bonanza We5t: The Story of the Western Mining Rushes, 
1848-1900 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1%3) 

Don Grey, "Branches of the Oregon Trail in the Upper Hams Fork Area," unpub­
lished report for Utah Power and Light Co., 1976 

George W. Groh, Gold Fever, Being a True Account, Both Horrifying and Hilarious, 
of the Art of Healing (so-called) During the California Gold Rush (New York: 
William Morrow & Co , 1%6). 

David Grover, Dtamondjieldjack: A Study in Frontier justice (Reno: University 
of Nevada Press, 1%8). Idaho's major sheep and cattle war is explained in 
this accounl. 

Leroy R. Hafen, Broken Hand Jbe Life of Tbomas Fitzpatrick, Mountain Man, 
Guide and Indian Agent (Denver: Old West Publishing Company, 1973) 
Fitzpatrick was an important Oregon Trail developer and guide. 



Leroy R. H:lfen, t0e Overland Mail, 1849-1869(C1eveland Arthur H. Clark Co, 
1926) 

Leroy R. Hafen, ed., The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far West, 10 
volumes (Glendale, California Arthur H. Clark Co., 1965-1972) Biographical 
sketches of many Oregon Trail guides are included in this set prep:lred by a 
large number of authors. 

Leroy R. Hafen and Ann W. Hafen, eds , The Far West and the Rockies: General 
Analytical/ndex to the Fifteen Volume Series and Supplement to the journals 
of Forty-niners, Salt laW! to los Angeles (Glendale, California: Arthur H. Clark 
Co, 1954) 

Leroy R. Hafen and Ann W. Hafen, eds, To the Rockies and Oregon, 1839-1842, 
With Diaries and Accounts (Glendale, California: Arthur H. Clark Co, 1955) 

Leroy R. Hafen and Ann w., eds, t0e Utah Expedilton, 1857-1858: A Documentary 
Account if the United States MiliUlry Movement under Colonel Alben Sidney 
johnston, and the Resistance by Brigham Young and the Mormon Nauooo 
legion (Glendale, California: Arthur H. Oark Co., 1958) 

Henry H. Haight , "We Walked to California in 1850" 118871, Iowa State Historical 
Society, Des Moines. 

Aubrey Haines, Historic Resource Study: Historic Sites along the Oregon Trail 
(Denver: Denver Service Center, National Park Service, 1973), This initial 
study for the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation identifies routes and sites. 

Aubrey Haines, Historic Sites Along the Oregon Trail (Gerald, Missouri: The Patrice 
Press, 1981). 

John Hale, California As It Is: Being a Description of a Tour by the Overland Route 
and South Pass if the Rocky Mountains AC1U5S the Continent if North America 
(Rochester, NY: W. Heughes, Printer, 1851). 

James Andrew Christian Hanen, Autobiography 0852-1932), Utah State Historical 
Society, Salt lake Oty. 

202 

Peter T Harst:ld, "The lander Trail," Idaho Yesterdays (FaU 1968), 1213:14-28 
Resulting from a United States Forest Service investigation, this account 
provides reliable lander Road information and route documentation. 

Peter T Harstad and Max G. Pavesic, "lander Trail Report ," unpublished rep:)rt to 
the United States Forest Service, 1966. 

lansford Warren Hastings, The Emigrants ' Guide to Oregon and California, repro­
duced in f:lcsimile from the original edition of 1845, with historical note and 
bibliography by Charles Henry Carey (Princeton, New Jersey Princeton 
University Press, 1932). Hastings' activities and guide, featuring an unsuccess­
ful attempt to get California traffic to go by Salt lake prior to utilization of a 
Salt lake-Granite Pass route, became highly controversial after 1846. 

Ferdinand V. Hayden, "Report of F. V Hayden," [Fourth Annuall Report of the United 
States Geological Survey if Wyoming and Portion of Contiguous Territories, 
(Being a Second Annual Report if Progress) (Washington, DC Government 
Printing Office, 1871). One of a series of Hayden's reports, tills deals with an 
Oregon Trail segment. 

Ferdinand V. Hayden, Sun Pictures if Rocky Mountain Scenery, With a Description 
if the Geographical and Geological Features (New York: J Bien, 1870). 

Mary Hayden, PIoneer Days (Fairfield, Washington: Ye Galleon Press, 1979), 
1850 trip. 

James Blaine Hedges, Henry Villard and the RiJtlways of the Northwest (New Haven, 
Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1930) Among oilier matters, tllis account 
explains reasons for Oregon Short Line construction after 1880. 

Francis B. Heilman, Historical Register if the Untted States Army, 1789-1W3, 2 vols. 
(Washington, D.C: Government Printing Office, 1903). 

Paul Clifton Henderson, landmarks on the Oregon Tratl(New York: Published by 
Peter Decker for the Westerners, 1953} This infonnation is presented by an 
outstanding Oregon Trail route investigator for Nebraska and Wyoming. 



Benjamin II. Hibbard, A History of the Public Land Policies (New York: TIle 
Macmillan Co., 1924; reissued, Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 
19(5). 111is is a pioneer study, now one of several expbnations of public 
bnd disposaL 

Ol3rles G. Hinman, A Pretty Fair View of the Eliphent {sic!,- or, Ten Letters by Charles 
G. Hinrrum Written During His Trip Overland From Groveland, Illinois to 
Californin in 1849, ed. Colton Storm, (Chicago E. D. Graff, lc;X)()). 

John Shenzer Hittell, "Reminiscences of the Plains and Mines in '49 and '50," 
Overland Monthly, Series 2 (1887), 9: 193 

W. A. Hockett , Reminiscence (1914), University of Oregon, Eugene. 1847 lrip. 

J S Holliday, the World RIL5hed In: The Californin Gold Rush Experience 
(New York: Simon and Schuster, 1981). 1849 diary and letters of William 
Swain. Includes letters from his family. QuOles of other contemporary diarists 
are included for a more descriplive account of the jowney and experience. 

William Wells Hollister, "Slatement of a Few Facts on California From 1852-1860" 
118781, Manuscript, Bancroft ubrary, University of CalifOrnia, Berkley. 

Joseph Holman, 'The Peoria Pany for Oregon in 1839" 118781, Bancroft Library, 
University of California, Berkeley. 

Lola M. Homsher, ed, South Pass, 1868: james Cbisholm'sjottmal of the Wyoming 
Gold Rush (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 19(0). 

Hosea B. Hom, Horn's Overland Guide, From the u.s. Indian Subagency, Council 
Bluffs, on the Mtssouri River, to the City of Sacramento, in California (New 

York: J H. Colton, 1852). 

Archer Butler Hulben, ed., The American Transcontinental7raiis: Volume 3, The 
On?gon Trail in Idaho and Oregon; Volume 4, The Calijornia Trail: Fort Hall 
to Placerville; The Crown Collection of Maps, Series IV (Colorado Springs, 
Colorado The Slewan Commission on Western History, 1925), This early 
documentation of emigrant routes depends upon township survey plats and 
emigrant diaries. 

203 

A. Glenn Humphreys, "Peg Leg Smith," Idaho Yesterdays (Summer 19(6), 
10/2:28-32 Thomas L. Smith had a Bear River Oregon Trail trading post. 

Edward Hungerford, Welis Fargo (New York: Bomnza Books, 1949). 

Nancy Zumwalt COlton Hunt , "By Ox-team 10 California" (1916;>1 , Bancroft Library, 
University of California, Berkeley 1854 lrip 

John A. Hunter, "The Letters of a Missourian in the Gold Rush , 1848-1850," ed. 
David W. Francis, Mtssouri Historical Society Bulletin (October 1972), 1938-45 

Chester Ingersoll , Overland to Calijornin in 1847 Letters Written en Route to 
Cali/om in, West jrom Independence, Mtssouri, to the Editor of the joliet Sig nal, 
ed. Douglas C. McMurtrie (Chicago: Black Cat Press , 1937) 

Henry Inman and William F. Cold,. The Great Salt Lake Trail (New York: The 
Macmillan Co, 1898). 

Washington Irving, The Adventures of Captain Bonneville, U.SA ., tn the Rocky 
Mountains and the Far West, Digestedjrom Hisjoumal and IIIustratedjrom 
Vari0tL5 Other Sources, Author's Rev. Ed. (New York: G. P. Putnam, 1849). 
Bonneville brought wagons through South Pass in 1832. 

Washington Irving, Astoria: or, Antedotes of an Enterprise Beyond the Rocky 
Mountatns, Author's Rev. Ed. (New York: G. P. Pulrlam, 1849). Wilson Price 
Hunt and Donald Mackenzie explored a substantial Oregon Trail route 
segment in their Astorian enterprise. 

Donald Jackson and Mary Lee Spence, eds., The Expedttto1lS of john Charles 
Fremont, 2 volwnes and map portfolio (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 
1970-1973), Fremont's Oregon Trail investigation is reported well in this 
carefully documented edition. 

W. Turrentine Jackson, Wagon Roads West: A Study of Federal Road Surnys and 
Conslr!tction in the Trans-Mtsstssifpt West, 1846-1869 (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1952). Lander's Road is explained in a broader context. 

William Henry Jackson and Howard R Drigg<> , The Pioneer Photographer. Rocky 
Mountain Adventures With a Camera (Yonkers-Dn-Hudson, New York: World 
Book Co, 1929). 



Melvin C. Jacobs, Winning Oregon. A Study of an Expansionist Movement (Caldwell , 
Idaho Caxton Printers, 1938) TI1is explanation credits emigrants to Oregon 
with an important part in gening a boundary setuement with Great Britain. 

T H. Jefferson, Map of the Emigrant Road .from Independence, Mo. to San Francisco, 
California (San Francisco: California Historical Society, I945) 

Julie Roy Jeffrey, Frontier Women. t0e Trans-Mississippi West, 1840-1880 (New 
York: Hill and Wang, 1979) 

J E. Johnson, The Abridged Mormon Guide, ShollJing the Distances and ~t 
Camping Places Over the North Platte Route.from Omaha to Salt lakY! City, 
U, Thence to the Salmon River, Bannock and Virginia Gold Fields (Salt Lake 
City: Farmer's Oracle, Print., 18(4) 

Overton Johnson and William H. Winter, Route Acr05S the Rocky Mountains, 
With a Description of Oregon and California (Lafayette, Indiana: J 13. Semans, 
Printer, 1846) 

John Franklin Johnston, "A Trip to the Gold Fields of California in 1852," Ohio 
Historical Society, Colun1bus. 

~ry R Jones and Merle W. Wells, "William Priesuy's Remarkable Invention," Idaho 
Yesterdays (Sun1mer 1976), 20/2: 13-15 This brief report deals with an Oregon 
Trail-corridor National Register site. 

Stephen Watts Ke-arny, "Report of a Summer Campaign to the Rocky Mountains .. . in 
1845," Senate Executive Docun1ent 1, 29th Congress, 1st session, 1846 

Ourles Kelly, "Emigrant Register of 3,000 Names from Nineteen Oiffs, Rock 
Outcroppings, and Other Sites" 119331, Bancroft Library, University of 
California, Berkeley. 

Cl1arles Kelly, "Gold Seekers on the Hastings Cutoff," Utah Historical Quarterly 
Oanuary 1952), 20:3-30. 

Ourles Kelly, "The Hastings Cutoff," Utah Historical QU£lrterly Ouly 1930), 367-82. 

204 

Omles Kelly and Dale L. Morgan, Old Greenwood: The Story of Caleb Greenwood, 
Trapper, Pathfinder, and Early Pioneer (Georgetown, California: Talisman 
Press, 1%5). Caleb Greenwood documented important emigrant-raad 
development. 

William Kelly, Acr05S the Rocky Mountains, From New York to California.· With a 
Visit to the Celebrated Mormon Colony at the Great Salt Lake (London: Simms 
and Mcintyre , 1852). 

"Kelton and Overland Lines," Reference Series Number 146 (unpublished; Boise: 
Idaho State Historical Society, 1980) 

"Kelton Road," Reference Series Number 74 (Boise: Idaho State Historical Society, 
1972) 

StarUey B. Kin1ball, Discovering Mormon Trails: New York to California, 1831-1868 
(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1979). 

Oarence King, et al., Professional Papers of the Engineer Department, U.S. Anny, No. 
18 (Washington, D.C: Government Printing Office, 1871-1880) 

c. S Kingston, "Introduction of Callie into the Pacific Northwest," Washington 
Historical Quarterly (July 1923), 14:163-185. 

J Roderic Korns, "West From Fort Bridger: The Pioneering of the Emigrant Trails 
Across Utah, 1846-1850," Utah Historical Quarterly (951), 19:1-297. 

Howard R Lamar, ed, Reader's Encyclopedia oj the American West (New York: 
Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1977). This volume has useful reference material for 
most Oregon Trail-rorridor subjects. 

Frederick West Lander, "Additional Estimate for Fort Kearny, South Pass, and 
Honey Lake Wagon Road," House Executive Document 63, 36th Congress, 
2d session, 1861. 

Frederick West Lander, "Maps and Reports of the Fort Ke-arny, South Pass, and 
Honey Lake Wagon Road," House Executive Document 64 , 36th Congress, 
2d session, 1861. 



Frederick West lander, "Report of the Reconnaissance of a Railroad Route from 
Puget Sound via the South Pass to the Mississippi River, " in Report of the 
Secretary of War, House Executive Document 129, 33d Congress, 1st session, 

1855 

David S. l.avender, Westward Vision The Story of the Oregol! Trail (New York: 
McGraw-Hili Book Co, 1963). lhis well-written volwne explains Oregon 
Trail antecedenlS. 

Sara Studevant Leavitt, Reminiscences (1799-1847), Utah State Historical Society, 

Sail Lake City. 

Daniel Lee and J H. Frost, Ten Years in Oregon (New York: J Collord, Printer, 
1844). Missionary activities in Oregon Trail development are included in this 
account related to Jason Lee's work. 

Willis T. Lee, Ralph W. Stone, Hoyt S. Gale, and others, Guidebook of the Westem 
United States, Part B.- The Ow-land Route, with a Side Trip to Yellowstone Park, 
United States Geological Survey Bulletin 612 (Washington, D.C: Government 
Printing Office, 1915), 

Sven Liljeblad, The Idaho Indians in TransiJion, 1805-1960 (Pocatello: Idaho State 
University Museum, 1972). 

Sven Liljeblad, Indian Peoples in Idaho (Pocatello Idaho State College, 1957). These 
two works provide essential ethnological infonnation concerning historic 
Indians in Idaho. 

James Amasa Little, "Biography of Lorenzo Dow Young," Utah Historical Quarterly 
(946), 14:25-132. 

Fred Lockley, Captain So/. Tetherow, Wagon Train Master, Personal Narrative of 
His Son, Sam. Tetherow, Wbo Crossed the Plains to Oregon tn 1845, and 
Personal Narrative of Jack McNemee (Portland, Oregon: F. Lockley, 1925). 

Noel M. Loomis, Wells Fargo (New York: Bramhall House, 1968), 

William B. Lorton, Ow- the Salt ltlke Trail in the Fall of '49 (Los Angeles: Privately 
printed, 1957). 

205 

John Hamilton McClure, Reminiscence, University of Oregon Library, Eugene. 
1853 trip. 

Finley McDi:mnid, leiters (1850), Bancroft Jjbrary, University of California, Berkeley. 

William A. McFarland, leiter (1866), Bancroft Jjbrary, University of California , 
Berkeley. 

LemueI C McKeeby, "TIle Memoirs of Lemuel C McKeeby," Califomia Historical 
Society Quarterly (t 924), 3n.p. 

William P Mackinnon, "TIle Buchanan Spoils System and the Utah Expedition 
Careers of W. M. F. Magraw and Jolm M. Hockaday," Utah Historical Quarterly 
(Spring 1963), 31 :127-150. W. M. Magraw's postal contracts and emigrant -road 
construction activities were related to his participation in Albert Sidney 
Johnston's Utah expedition. 

Belty M. and Brigham D. Madsen, North to Montana I Jehus, BullwiJackers, and Mule 
Skinners on the Montana Trail (Sail Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1980). 

Brigham D. Madsen, The Bannock of Idaho (Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton Printers, 1958). 

Brigham D. Madsen, The Northem Shoshont (Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton Printers, 
1980). TI1is recent account documenlS historic activities and experience of a 
major tribe in the Oregon Trail region. 

Brigham D. Madsen, "Shoshoni-Bannock Marauders on the Oregon Trail, 1859-
1863," Utah Historical Quarterly (Winter 1%7), 35:3-30. 

David B. Madsen, "Dating Paiute-Shoshoni Expansion in the Great Basin," American 
Antiqutty (975), 40:82-86. 

Alexander Majors, .')eventy Yean on the Frontter(Chicago Rand, McNally & 
Company, 1893} A partner in Russell, Majors and Waddell explains his 
company's stage, freight, and pony express activities. 

Harold E. Malde and P Powers, "Upper Cenowic Stratigraphy of Western Sn3ke 

River Plain," Bulletin of the Geologic Society of America (October 1962), 
73: 11 97- 1219. 



R:mdolph Barnes Marcy, The Prairie Traveler: A Hand-bookfor Overland E .. :peditions 
(New York: Harper & BrotJlers, 1859) 

Philip C Marshall , "The Newark Overland Company," Proceedings of the New jersey 
Histoncal Society (1952), 70n.p. 

Andrew Martin Mason, "A Soldier's Story," Our Pioneer Heritage, compiled by Kate 
B. Carter (Salt Lake City: Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 19(9), 1258-66. 

Merrill J Mattes, Platte River Road Narratives (Urbana University of Illinois Press, 
1988) 

Ezra Meeker, Ox-team Days on the Oregon Tratl, rev. ed. Howard R Driggs (Yon­
kers-on-Hudson, New York: World Book Co, 1922) Ezra Meeker conlributed 
greatly to marking and locating Oregon Trail routes and sites. 

Silas V Miller, Map and Notes (1852), (photocopy), Idaho State Historical Society, 
Boise. 

Jay Monaghan, The Overland Trail (Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 
1947) 

Ralph Moody, Stagecoach West (New York: Thomas Y CroweU Co., 19(3) 

Dale L Morgan, "The Ferries of me Forty-Niners," Annals of Wyoming (April 1959), 
31:5-31 ; (October 1959), 31:145-189; (April 19(0),3251-69; (October 1960), 
32:167-203. Dale Morgan's books and artides are products of long and careful 
research t11at makes mem of exceptional value. 

Dale L Morgan, jedediah SmiJb and the Opentng oj the West (Indianapolis The 
Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1953; reissued, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 19(4) 

Dale L Morgan, ed. "Leners by Forty-niners Wrinen from Great Salt ~ke City in 
1849," Western Humantties RevfeUJ (April 1949), 3:98-116. 

Dale L Morgan, ed , Overland in 1846: Diaries and Letters of the California-Oregon 
Tratl, 2 volumes (Georgetown, California: Talisman Press, 19(3) 

206 

Dale L Mor~n , ed , tbe West of William H Ashley.· tbe /ntenzational Struggle 
for the Fur Trade of the Missouri, the Rocky Mountains. and the Columbia. 
with Explorations Beyond the Conttnental Divide. Recorded in the Diaries 
and Letters of William H Ashley and His Contemporaries. 1822-1838 (Denver: 
Old West Publishing Co, 19(4) 

Robert L Munkres, "Soda Springs Curiosity of me Trail ," Annals of Wyoming (Fall 
1971), 432 15-235 

Palrick Washington Murphy, Autobiography (1887), Bancroft Library, University of 
California , Berkeley. 1844 lrip. 

Robert F. and Yolanda K. Murphy, "Shoshone-Barmock Subsistence and Society," 
University of California Anthropological Records (1960), 16:319. This is a 
useful etJmologicai aCCOUf)t of an Indian group in tJle Oregon Trail area . 

Jonas Myers, Reminiscences, Historical Department, Church of Jesus Qlfist of 
~tter-day Saints, Salt Lake City. 1865 lrip. 

National Park Service, Cattleman's Empire (Washington, D.C: Government Printing 
Office, 1959) This is a publication in a national series on historic sites. 

Obadiah Oakley, Expedition to Oregon (Failfield, Washington Ye GaUeon Press, 
19(7) 

J Orin Oliphant, On the Cattle Ranges oj the Oregon Country (Seattle: University of 
Washington Press, 19(8) This account documents Oregon Trail livestock 
drives thoroughly. 

The Oregon Tratr The Missouri River to the Pactjk Ocean, compiled and written by 
me Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administration, American 
Guide Series (New York: Hast.ings House, 1939) 

Ernest Staples Osgood, The Day of the Cattleman (Minneapolis: University of 
Minnesota Press, 1929). This is a standard national historical survey. 

"Owyhee Stage Lines," Reference Series Number 145 (unpublished; Boise: Idaho 
State Historical Society, 1971) 



Wellman Packard and Greenberry Larison, furly Emigration to California, 
1849-1850 (Bloomington, Illinois: M. Custer, 1929) 

Irene D. Paden, Prairie Schooner DetOU7J (New York: The Macmillan Co., 1949) 

Irene D. Paden, The \'(lake of the Prairie Schooner (New York: 'Ihe Macmillan Co , 
1943) Irene and William Paden colleded infom13lion and investigated 
Oregon and C.1.lifomia trail routes thoroughly. 

Rodn13fl W Paul , California Gold The Beginning of Mining in the Far \'(lest, 
(Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1947; reprinted, Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 19(}4) 

Gustavus C Pearson, Overland in 1849: From Missouri to California Qy the Platte 
Rive tmd the Salt Lake Trail: An Account From the Letters of G. C Pea7Jon, ed. 
by jessie H. Goodman (Los Angeles n.p., 19(}1) 

E. Louise Peffer, The Closing of the Public Domain (Stanford, California: Slanford 
University Press, 1951; reissued, New York: Arno Press, 1972) Land adminis­
tration and policy transition from General Land Office to Bureau of Land 
Management are explained. 

jerome Peltier, 'The Ward Massacre," Pacific Northwesterner (Winter 1%5),9:12-16. 

Paul C Phillips, The Fur Trade, 2 volumes (Noffi13fl : University of Oklahofl13 Press, 
1%0. nlis general account provides an internalional setling for Rocky 
Mountain and Pacific Northwest beaver hunting. 

Madge E. Picard and R. Carlyle Buley, The Midwest Pioneer, His fils, Cures, and 
Doct07J (Crawfordsville, Indiana: R E. Banta, 1945) 

"Pioneer Mail Routes, Carriers and Contradors," compiled by Kate B. Carter, 
Daughters of Utah Pioneers Lesson for November, 1950, 53-{i5. 

P L Plan and Nelson Slater, Travelers ' Guide Across The Plains Upon the Overland 
Route to California, reprinted from the 1852 edition and including an introduc­
lion by Dale Morgan (San Francisco: J Howell Books, 19(}3) 

207 

Richard D. Poll, et al ., Utah:S History (Provo, Utah Brigham Young University Press , 
1978) Mormon Trail and other emigration adivities are explained well in this 
general Utah history. 

Mae Reed Porter and Odessa Davenport , Scotsman in Buckskin Sir \'(Iil/iam 
Drummond Stewart and the Rocky Mountain Fur Trade (New York: Hastings 
House, 1%3) 

Ramon Powers and Gene YOUflger, "Cholera on the Overland Trails , 1832-1869," 
Kansas Quarterly (Spring 1973), 5:32-49. 

William Prentiss, Letters (1846-1853), Bancroft Library , University of California , 
Berkeley. 1850 trip. 

joseph Price, "TIle Road to California: Letters of joseph Price," ed. 'Ihomas M. 
Marsl13l1, Mississippi Valley Historical Review (Seplember 1924), 11 :237 -257. 

'nlon13s W. Prosch, David S. Maynard and Catherine T Maynard, Biographies of 
Two of the Gregml Immigrants of 1850 (Seattle: LoWfl13n & Na hford , 19(6). 

"Protedion Afforded by Volunteers of Oregon and Washington Territories to 
Overland Immigrants in 1854," House Miscellaneous Document 47, 35th 
Congress, 2d session, 1859. 

Georgia Willis Read, "Diseases, Drugs, and Doctors on tile Oregon-California Trail in 
the Gold-Rush Years," Missouri Historical Review (April 1944), 38:260-276 

Georgia Willis Read, "Women and Children on the Oregon-California Trail in the 
Gold-Rush Years," Missouri Historical Review (October 1944), 39: 1-23 

James Frazier Reed, Letters (1845-1849), Manuscripts, Illinois Slate Historical Society, 
Springfield, and Library of Congress. 1845 trip. 

John Phillip Reid , Law for the Elephant: Property and Social Behavior on the 
Overland Trail (San Marino, California: The Huntington Library, 1980). 

"Report of Colonel [William WI Loring," Report of the Secretary of \'(Iar for 1850, 
Senate Executive Document I, part 2, 31st Congress, 2d session, 1851 



E. E. Rich, 7beHistoryoftheHudson'sBay Company, 1670-1870, 2 volumes 
(London Hudson's Bay Record Society, 1958-1959) TIlis highly reputable 
company history interprets Oregon Trail adivities as they affected Hudson's 
Bay concerns. 

Abner Deane Richardson, Beyond the MississiPPi: From the Greal Ritx?r 10 the Great 
Ocean Life and Adwnture on the Prairies, Mountains, and Pacific 
CoasL I857-1867(HarUord , Connecticut : American Publishing Co., 1867) 

Robert E. Riegel , The SI07Y of the Western Railroads from 1852 through the Reign of 
the Giants (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 19(4) 

Roy M. Robbins, Our Landed Heritage: tbe Public Domain, 1776-1936 (Princeton, 
New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1942; reissued, Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press, 19(2) 'Ibis Slandard account deals wiLh public land disposal 
prior to BLM adminisLration. 

Frank C Robertson, Fort Hall, Gateway to the Oregon Country (New York: Hastings 
House, 19(3) 

Fred B. Rogers, Soldiers of the Overland: Being Some Account qf the Services of 
General Patrick Edward Connor and his Volunteers in the Old West (San 
Francisco: Grabhorn Press, 1938) Camp Connor and Soda Springs are 
covered in this carefully done volume. 

George W. RoU ins , "The Slruggle of Lhe CattJeman, Sheepman and Settler for ConLroI 
of Lands in Wyoming, 1867-1910," Ph.D. dissertation, University of Utah, 1951. 

FrJnk A. Root and William E. ConneUey, The Overland Stage to California: Personal 
Reminiscences and Authentic History of the Great Overland Stage Line and 
Pony E:xpressfrom the Missouri Ritx?r to the Pacific Ocean (Topeka, Kansas: Lhe 
auLhors, 1901) 

Robert C Rosenberg, "The Dempsey-Hockaday Trail: An Experience in History." 
Annals qf Wyoming (Spring 1982), 54:58-66 

Olarles E. Rosenberg, The Cholera Yea~: The United States in 1832, 1849, and 1866 
(Chicago University of Chicago Press, 19(2). 

208 

Alexander Ross, Adventures of the Fi~t Settlers on the Oregon or Coltmtbia River 
(London: SmitJl, Elder and Co., 1849; reprinted in Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., 
ELlrly Western Trawls, 1748-1846 Series of A nnotated Reprints of Some of the 
Best and Rarest ConlemfJorary Volumes of Travel, 32 volumes (Oeveland: 
ArtJlUr H. Clark Co. , 1904-1907), 7:21-332. Early Pacific Northwest fur trade 
and Astorian operations are dealt WitJl by a participant. 

Alexander Ross, Fur Huniers of the Far West, ed. Kenneth A. Spaulding (Norman 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1956; originally published, London, 1855) 
Donald MacKenzie's Oregon Trail explorJtion is explained in tJlis account by 
his close associate. . 

Route of the Oregon Trail in Idaho from 7bomas Fork Valley at the Wyoming State 
Line Westward to Fort Boise at the Oregon State Line, tJlird edition (Boise: 
Idaho Bicentennial Commission, Idaho Historical Society, Idaho Transportation 
Department, 1974) The trail and alternate routes are laid out on modern 
maps showing highways. 

Rufus B. Sage, Rufus B. Sage, His Letiers and Papers, 1836-1847, ed. LeRoy R. and 
Ann W. Hafen, 2 volumes (Glendale, California: ArLhur H. Oark Co., 1956) 

Rufus B. Sage, Scenes in the Rocky Mountains (originally published, Philadelphia 
Carey and Hart, 1846). Reports his trip west to Independence Rock, 
Soda Springs, and Fort HaU in 1842. He took an indirect route from 
Independence Rock to Fort HaU, where he gaLhered Oregon Trail 
information from Richard Grant. 

"Salt Lake-Montana and SouLheastem Stage Lines," Reference Series Number 147 
(unpublished; Boise: Idaho State Historical Society, 1980) 

Moses Schallenberger, The Opening qf the Caltfornta Traif The Story of the Stevens 
Party from the Reminiscences qf Moses Schallenberger as Set Down for H H 
Bancroft in 1885, ed. and expanded by Horace S. Foote in 1888; new ed. wiLh 
introduction, notes, maps and illustrations by George R Stewart (Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1953} 

Wilfred P. Schoenberg, A Chronicle of the Catholtc History of the Pacific NortbllX!St, 
1743-1%0 (Spokane, Washington Gonzaga Preparatory School, 19(2) 



Riley Senter, leiter (1849), Bancroft ubrary, University of Califomi;l , Berkeley. 

Raymond W. Scllle and Mary Lund Settle, Saddles and Spurs: Joe Pony F.xpress Saga 
(Harrisburg, Pennsylvania Stackpole Company, 1955) 

J M. Shively, Route muJ Distances to Oregon and Calijonzia, with a Description of 
Watering-places, Crossings, Dangerous Indiam, &c , &c. (Washington, D.C: 
Wm. Greer, Printer, 1846; reprinted in Overland in 1846- Diaries and Letters 
of the Calijomia-Oregon Trail. 

"Southwestern Idaho Stage unes Excepl for Boise Basin and Owyhee," Reference 
Series Number 149 (unpublished; Boise: Idaho Slate Historical Society, 1980) 

"Stage Coach Travel Tinles," Reference Series Number 150 (unpublished; Boise: 
Idaho State Historical Society, 1971): 

Howard Stansbury, Exploration and Suroey of the Valley of the Great Salt Lake of 
Utah, Including a Reconnaissance of a New Route Through the Rocky Moun­
taim, Senate Executive Document 3, 32d Congress, Special Session, March, 
1851 (Philadelphia: uppincott, Grambo & Co , 1852). 

"Steamboat Down the Snake: TIle Early Story of the Shoshone," Idaho }lesterdays 
(Winter 1%1-1%2), 5/ 4:28-31 Southwestern Idaho trade and transportation 
infomution is summarized for 1866 and 1867. 

Isaac I. Stevens, "Narrative and Final Report of Explorations for a Route for a PacifIC 
Railroad Near the Forty-seventh and Forty-ninth Parallels of North Latitude 
from St. Paul to Puget Sound," Volunle 12 of US. War Department. Reports of 
Explorations and Suroeys to Ascertain the Most Practicable and Economical 
Route for a Railroad jrom the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean, House 
Executive Document 56, 36th Congress, 1st session, 1860. Investigations by 
John MuUan of Oregon Trail connections are iocluded. 

Julian H. Steward, Basin-Plateau Socio-political Groups, Bureau of American 
Ethnology Bulletin 120 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1938) 
TIlis important survey covers ethnology of Northern Shoshone and Bannock 
Oregon Trail region bands as tlley were understood by 1938. 

209 

George R. Stewart, The Calijonzia Trail: An Epic with Many Heroes (New York: 
McGrdw-Hill Book Co, 1%2). Coverdge, including route inforn13tion and 
development history, comes down to 1860. 

George R. Stewart, Ordeal by Hunger. The Story of the Dormer Party (Boston 
Houghton Mifflin Co, 1960). 

Orner C. Stewart , "Tribal Distribution and Bolmdaries in the Great Basin," 10e 
Current Status of Anthropological Research in the Great Basin 1964, eel 
Warren L d 'Azevedo, et aI, Tedmical Report Series S-H, Social Science and 
Humanities Publication No. 1 (Reno: Desert Research Institute , University of 
Nevada, 19(6) 

Fancher Stimson, "Overland Journey to California by Platte River Route and South 
Pass in 1850," Annals of Iowa (October 1922), 13:403- 440. 

Deward E. Walker, Jr., Indians of Idaho (Moscow University Press of Idaho, 1978) 

Henry Pickering Walker, The Wagonmasters: High Plains Freightingjrom the 
Earliest Days oj the Santa Fe Trail to 1880 (NocmarJ: University of 
Oklahoma Press, 19(6). 

Joseph E. Ware, The Emtgrants ' Guide to Calijonzia, Containing Every Point of 
hiformation for the Emigrant (St. Louis, Missouri: J. HaLsall , 1849); reprinted, 
with introduction and notes by John Caughey (Princeton, New Jersey: 
Princeton University Press, 1932). Ware's guide is one of the most important 
of a number of contemporary handbooks. 

George F. Weisel, Men and Trade on the Northwest Frontier as Shown by the Fort 
Owen Ledger (Missoula: State University Press, 1955) Oregon Trail emigrant 
trade is covered. 

Merle W. Wells, Gold Camps and Silver CtJies, Idaho Bureau of Mines and Geology, 
Bulletin 22 (second edition, Moscow: TIle Bureau, 1983). 

Edward N. Wentworth , Amer.ica's Sheep Trails: History, PersonaltJies (Ames Iowa 
State College Press, 1948). 



George Miller West, Reminiscences, University of Oregon Library, Eugene. 

Ourles Wheelock and Henry Hardin PaLrick, Letters, Iowa State Historical Society, 
Des Moines. 

Nelson Wheeler Whipple, Reminiscences (1818-1885), Utah State Historical Society, 
Salt Lake City. 1850 trip. 

lnomas White, 70 Oregon in 1852, Letter of Dr. Thomas White, La Grange County, 
Indulna, Emigrant, ed. Oscar O. Winther and Gayle Thornbrough 
(Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 19(4). 

Ira J Willis, "Best Guide to the Gold Miles [sid" 11849~J, photocopy, Bancroft Library, 
University of California, Berkeley. 

Oscar Osburn Winther, ed., "From Tennessee to California in 1849, Letters of the 
Reeve Family of Medford, New Jersey," journal of tbe Rutgers University 
Library Oune 1948), 11 :33-84 

Oscar Osburn Winther, The Old Oregon Country: A History of Frontier Trade, 
Transportation and Travel (BlOOmington: Indiana University Press, 1950) 
This is a definitive account of special importance for Oregon Trail studies. 

Isaac Jones Wistar, Autobiography of Isaac jones Wistar, 1827-1905: Half a Century 
in War and Peace (New York and London: Harper & Brothers, 1939). 

Joseph Wood, Autobiography, Merrill Library, Utah State University, Logan. 
1848 trip. 

Jolm B. Wyeth, Oregon; or a Sbort History of a Long joumey from the Atlantic Ocean 
to the Region of the Padfic (Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1833; reprinted in 
Reuben Gold Thwaites, editor, Early Western Travels, 1748-1846: Series of 
Annotated Reprints of Some of the Best and Rarest Contemporary Volumes if 
Travel, Oeveland Arthur H. Oark Co., 1904-1907, 21:21-126). 

Walker D. Wyman, CaliJomia Emigrant Letters (New York Bookman Associates, 
1952). 

"Yankee Fork and Wood River Stage Lines," Reference Series Number 148 
(unpublished; Boise: Idaho State Historical Society, 1970). 

210 

OVERlAND DIARIES AND LEITERS 

.lames Abbey, Califomia: A Trip Across tbe Plains in tbe Spring of 1850, Being a 
Daily Record of Incidents of tbe Trip (New Albany, Indiana: Kent & Norman, 
and J. V Nunemacher, 1850) 

Richard Thomas Ackley, "Across the Plains in 1858," Utah Histortcal Quarterly 
Ouly-October 1941), 9:190-228 

Cecilia Emily McMillen Adams, 1852, OrHi. 

EUen Tompkins Adams, 1863, eu (photocopy). 

.Ian1es Akin, 1852, The journal of james Akin, Jr. (Fairfield, Washington: Ye Galleon 
Press, 1971). 

Israel Putnam Alcorn, 1856, eu. 

Richard Henry Alexander, 1862-63, WaU. 

William Alexander, 1859, eu (microfilm). 

Henry A. Allyn, 1853, OrHi. 

Peramus Green Ames, 1850-53, CSmH 

Henry Sheldon Anable, 1852-54, Cu. 

Charles Lewis Anderson, 1862-1866, eu. 

Wilhelm Anderson, 1852-53, UHi. 

William Marshall Anderson, The Rocky Mountain journals of William Mar.;ball 
Anderson: the West in 1834, ed. Dale L Morgan and Eleanor Towles Harris 
(San Marino, California Huntington Library, 1%7) 

William Wright Anderson, 1848, OrHi. 

George W. Applegate , 1849 (letters), CtY 



John Armstrong, 1849, OHi. 

A1geline Jackson Ashley, 1852, CSmH (typescript). 

Delos R Ashley, 1849, CU (typescript). 

Prince A. Alhearn, 1849, "Log I300k of Prince A. Alhearn," ed by Lovelia Athearn, 
Pacific Historum 1 (1958), 3 ( 1959) 

Henry Austin , 1849, CU (microfilm} 

George Washington Gill Averell , 1849, CSmH . 

Gordon Bad:us, 1849, OY 

Philip Badman, 1849, OY 

Mary Stuart Bailey, 1852, CSmH. 

John Bailhache, "Overland Diary, 1850," Napa [California! journal, April 20, 1952 

J F. Baldwin, Diary Kept by I F. Baldwin While Crossing the Plains in 1850 
(San Francisco: California Patron and Agricullurist , Printers, 1887). 

Lewis Baldwin, 1849, owned by Fred A. Rosenstock , Denver. 

Henry T Baldy, 1852, CoD. 

Horace M. Ballew, 1850 (lellers), Cu. 

T. M. Barber, 1851 , NbHi (typescript). 

James Bardin, 1855, CU (typescript). 

Joel Barnell , 1859, A Long Trip in a Prairie Schooner (Whillier, California Western 
Stationery Company, 1928) 

Jacob Bartholomew, 1850, InU. 

211 

Jolm Bartleson, 1857, "Diary of a Trip From Fort Bridger, Utah Terrilory, Via 
Bridger's Pass and Laramie Plain to Fort Laranlie, Nebraska Terrilory," Report of 
the Secretary of War, House Execlltive DOCWllent 2, 35th Congress, session , 
1858, pp. 52-56 

Amos Batchelder, 1849, UHi. 

Morris H. Beck, 1850 (lellers) , CU. 

George Belshaw, The Diary of George Belshaw, Oregon Trail, 1853 (Eugene, 
Oregon: Lar1e County Pioneer-Historical Society, 1960), 

Maria Parsons Belshaw, 1853, OrHi. 

Janles Bennell, 1850, "Overland Journey to California, Journal of James Behnell ," 
HamlOny !New Harmony, Indiana! Times , 16 March-3 August 1906. 

John H. Benson, 1849, NbHi (typescript) 

Joseph Waring Berrien, 1849, "Overland from SI. Louis 10 the California Gold Field 
in 1849, the Diary of Joseph Waring Berrien," ed. Ted and Caryl Hinckley, 
Indiana Magazine of History (December 1960), 56:273-352. 

William H. Bickford, 1849-1850, Cu. 

B. R Biddle, 1849, [Springfield! flIinois Statejournnl, June, December, 1849 

RusseU Eugene Bidlack, letters Home: Ibe Story oj Ann Arbor's Forty-niners (Ann 
Arbor, Michigan: Ann Arbor Publishers, 1960). 

John BidweU, A journey to California, 1841 (Berkeley, California: Friends of the 
Bancroft ubrary, 19(4). 

Henry William Bigler, 1846-1848, Cu. 

A. M. A. Blanchet, 1847, journal of a Catholic Priest on the Oregon Tratl (Fa irtield , 
Washington Ye Galleon Press, 1978) 

James A. Blood, 1850, C (typescript). 



Henry S. Bloom, 1850, Ulli. 

Jolm Boggs, 1849, CU (microfilm) 

John Heath Bonner, 1861 , CU (microfilm) 

Caleb Booth, 1850, ClY 

Ezra Boume, 1850-1853, CU (typescript) 

James Edgar Bowen, 1851 , CU (microfilm) 

Olarles Elisha Boyle, 1849, (Columbis, Ohio) Dispatch, October, November, 1849. 

A. M. Bradley, ] 850- 1851, CU (microfil 01) 

Henry Bradley, 1852, ClY 

Peter L Branstelter, 1850, MoHi (microfilm) 

Patrick Breen, Thrilling and Tragic journal Written !i.e. edited) by George McKinstry, 
Jr. (wrilten by Patrick Breen) Whtle on a journey Overland to California in 
1846-47(West Hoboken, NJ: A. A. Bieber, 1917) 

Joshua D. Breyfogle, Diary of I D. Breyfogle, Sr., Col£ring his Experiences During 
his Overland Trip to California During the Gold Rush in 1849 (n.p.: nd) 

Jefferson Bridgeford, 1850 (leiters), CHi (microfilm) 

Alden F. Brooks, 1859, CSmH. 

George W. Brouster, 1850 (leiters), MoHi. 

William Browder, 1853, CU (microfilm) 

OurIes Brown, 1850, laHi. 

J. Robert Brown, A journal of a Trip Across the Plains of the US from Missouri to 
California, in the Year 1856 (Columbus, Ohio: the author, 1860) 

212 

James Berry Brown, journal of a journey ACTU5S the Plains in 1859, ed. George R 
Stewart (San Francisco: Book Oub of California, ]970) 

John Brown, 1852, OrHi (MS 1050) 

John Brown, 1852, OrHi (MS 2239) 

Joseph Goldsborough Bruff, Gold Rush; the journals, Drawings, and Other Papers 
ofl Goldsborough Bruff, Captain, Washington City and California Mining 
AsSOciation, 2 April 1849-20 july 1851, ed. Georgia Willis Read and Ruth 
Gaines (New York: Columbia University Press, 1944) 

Edwin Bryant, 1846-1847, What I Saw tn California, Being the journal of a Tour 
by the Emigrant Route and South Pass of the Rocky Mountains, AcrClli the 
Continent of North America (Santa Ana, California: The Fine Arts Press, 1936) 

Wakeman Bryarly, 1849, Trail to California: the Overlandjournal of Vincent Geiger 
and Wakeman Bryarly, ed. David Morris POller (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 19(2) 

Joseph C Buffum, 1847-1854, C (typescript) 

Augustus Ripley Burbank, 1849, LC 

Peter H. Burnelt, 1842, "Recollections and Opinions of an Old Pioneer, " The 
Quarterly of the Oregon Historical Society (March 19(4), 5:64-99. 

George P BurraH, 1849, CU (microfilm) 

Mary Burrel, 1854, ClY. 

C W. Bush, 1849 (leiters), Cll. 

J A. Butler, 1856, CLI. 

William Newton Byers, 1852, COO. 

N. A. Cagwin, 1850, C (typescript) 



Anson Cau, 1848, UL. 

Asa C Call , 1850, CHi (typescript). 

John Joseph Callison, 1852, O:>D (facsimile). 

James Campbell , 1850-1852, CU (microfilm) 

Helen McCowen Carpenter, 1856, (,..'imll (typescript) 

Nicholas Carriger, "Diary of Nicholas Carriger," Over-Jand in 1846 Diaries and 
Letters of the California Trail, ed Dale L Morgan (Georgetown, California: 
Talisman Press, 1963), p.p 143-158 

Hamet Hubbard Case, 1859, Cu. 

Melyer Casler, A journal, Giving the Incidents of a Journey to California in the 
Slimmer of 1859, by the OrX!rland Route ([oledo: Commercial Steam Book and 
Job Office, 18(3) 

P. F. Castleman, 1849-1851 , CU (microfilm). 

Robert Chalmers, "'llJe Journal of Robert Oialmers, April 17-September 1, 1850," ed. 
Charles Kelly, Utah Historical Quarterly (January 1952), 20:31-55 

William E. Olamberbin, 1849, C 

William Wesley Chapman, "Chapman Diary," State of Wyoming Historical Depart­
ment Quarterly Bulletin (August 1923), 1:7-10. 

'Il1ornas CIlristy, 1850, Thomas Christy's Road Across the Plains: A Guide to the Route 
From Mormon Crossing, now Omaha, Neb., to the City of Sacramento, Califor­
nia, ed. Robert H. Becker (Denver: Old W~ Publishing Company, 1969) 

Stillman Churchill, 1849, MnHi (typescript) 

Leoneno Cipriani, California and Overland Diaries of Count Leonetto Cipriani from 
1853 through 1871, lr.ms. and ed. Ernest Falbo (Portland, Oregon Champoeg 
Press, 1962) 

213 

John T. Clapp, 1850, A Joumal of Trawls to and From California wtlh Full Details of 
the Hardships and Privations (Kalamazoo: G. A. Fitch & Co, Printers, 1851). 

Bennett C Clark, "Diary of a Journey from Missouri to California in 1849," ed. 
Ralph P. Bieber, Missouri Historical Review (October 1928), 233-43 JR Clark , 
1864, UPB. 

John Hawkins Clark, 1852, CU, Overland to the Gold Fields of California in 1852: 
the journal of John Hawkins Clark, ed: Louise Berry <Topeka : Kansas State 
Printing Plant, 1942) 

Johnathan Clark, 1849, "lhe Diary of Jolmathan Clark," the (San Franciscol 
A~onaUl, August 1925. 

Sterling B. F. Clark, 1849, How Many Miles From St. jo? tbe Log of Sterling B. F. 
Oark, a Forty-Niner, with comments by EUa Sterling Mighels (San Francisco 
Private printing, 1929), 

James Clyman, 1844-1846, CSmH. 

Henry John Coke, 1850, A Ride Over the Rocky Mountains to Oregon and California 
(London R. Bentley, 1852) 

James H. Compton, 1853, Cu. 

Philip O:>ndit, 1854, OrHi. 

Sylvanus O:>ndit, 1854, OrHi. 

Gordon C Cone, 1849, owned by Fred A. Rosenstock, Denver. 

O:>nner, Thomas)., 1853, OrHi. 

E. W. Conyers, "Diary of E. W. Conyers, a Pioneer of 1852," Transactions of the 
Thirty-third Annual Reunton of the Oregon Ptoneer ASSOCiation, june 15, 1905 
(Portland, I 9(X-i) , pp. 423-512 

William A. Cook, 1850, UnionVille [Missouril Republican, 17 July 1935. 



John Ginton Cooper, 1844, Orlli. 

Alexis CCXjuillard, 1849, In. 

William Cornell, 1852, Or! Ii. 

David Cosad, 1849-1850, CHi. 

George Counts, 1849, CU 

J S. Cowden, 1853, CU (photocopy)' 

Thomas J B. Cramer, 1859, CtY 

Addison Moses Crane, 1852, CSmH. 

Susan Amelia Cranston, "The Journal of Susan Amelia Cranston," 1851 , Cowred 
Wagon Women ... 1840-1890, Vol. 111 , ed. and compiled Kenneth L. Holmes 
(Glendale, California: TIle Arthur H. Gark Company, 1984) 

lsom Cranfill, 1847, OrU 

Medorem Crawford, 1842, journal of Medorem Crawford (FaiIfield, Washington: Ye 
Galleon Press, 1%7). 

Medorem Crawford, 1861, OrU 

Medorem Crawford, 1862, 'Journal of the Expedition Organized for the Protection of 
Emigrants to Oregon &c., Under the Conunand of Medorem Crawford, Captain 
Assistant Quanennaster United States Anuy," Senate Executive Document 17, 
37th Congress, 3rd session, 1863. 

Medorem Crawford, 1863, OrU. 

P V. Crawford, 'Journal of a Trip Across the Plains, 1851" Qutlrterly ojthe Oregon 
Historical Society Oune 1924), 25: 136-169. 

214 

Peter W. Crawford, n.d., Narati/Je of the Overland joumey to Oregon, Cowlitz Station, 
NPRR, 18781published with tiLle : Peter Crau/ords Cowlitzjouman. 

SanlUei Black Crockett, 1844, WaU (typescript). 

Osborne Cross, 1849, The March of the Mounted Riflemen, First United States Military 
Expedition to Travel the Full Length of the Oregon Trail from Fort Leavenworth 
to Fort Vancouver, May to October, 1849 as Recorded in thejoumals of Major 
Osborne Cross and George Gibbs and the OffiCial Report of Colonel Loring, ed. 
Raymond W. Settle (Glendale, California: Author H. Oark Company, 1940), 
pp. 31-272 

Charles J Cummings, 1859, Western Americana Collection, QY 

A. Howard Cutting, 1863, CSmH. 

Elias Daggy, 1850, MnHi. 

Olarles Benjamin Darwin, 1849-1850, CSmH 

Mr. Davis, "Diary of Mr. Davis, 1852," Transactions of the Thirty-seventh Annual 
Reunion of the Oregon Pioneer Association, Portland, june 11th, 1909 
(Portland, 1910), pp. 355-381 

Nicholas Dawson, 1841-1849, Cu. 

Peter Decker, The Diaries oj Peter Decker: Overland to California in 1849 and Life in 
the Mines, 1850-1851, ed Helen S. Giffen (Georgetown, California : Talisrnan 
Press, 1966) 

Alonzo Delano, 1849, [Ottawa I l/Iinois Free Trader, 2-9 February 1850. 

Gen. James W. Denver, 1849-50, NN (typescript). 

David Dewolf, "Diary of the Overland Trail 1849 and Letters 1849-1850 of Captain 
David Dewolf," Transactions of the l/Iinois State Historical SOCiety (925), 
pp. 183-222 

D. Dickinson, 1852, CU 



Albert Jerome Dickson, Covered Wagml Days; a journey Across the Plains in the 
Sixties, and Pioneer Days in the Northwest; from the Private j ournals of Albert 
jerome Dickson, ed. Arthur Jerome Dickson COeveland: AUlhor H. Oark 
Company, 1929). 

ID:lVid or Johnl Dinwiddie, 1853, "Overland /Tom Indiana to Oregon, the Dinwiddie 
Journal," ed. Margaret BOOlh, t0e Frontier, a Magazine of the Northwest, 
(Mardl 1928), 8115-130. 

Benjamin Franklin Dowell, 1850, OrHi. 

Olloe Ann Terry Doyle, 1852, WaU 

Sinlon Doyle, 1849-1854, ClY. 

William Dressler, 1850 (letters) , CU 

William Driver, "London to Salt Lake City in 1867: The Diary of William Driver," ed. 
Frmk Driver Reeve , New Mexico Historical Review Oanuary 1942), 17:37-63 

Sarall Frances Dudley, 1852, OrHi. 

Homer Duncan, 1861 , ULDS. 

Samuel Rutherford Dundass, journal of Samuel Rutherford Dunclass, Formerly 
Auditor of Jefferson County, Ohio, Including hts Entire Route to California, . 
as a Member of the Steubenville Company Bound for San Francisco, in the Year 
1849 (Steubenville, Ohio: Conn's Job Office, 1857) 

Kalharine Dunlap, 1864 , CU (microfilm) 

Jerome Dunon, 1850, "Across the Plains in 1850, Journal and Letters of Jerome 
Dunon," Annals of lorm Ouly-October 1910), 3rd. ser., 9:447 - 483 

Winfield ScOlt Ebey, 1854, WaU 

William Edmundson, "Diary Kepi by William Edmundson, of Oskaloosa, 
While Crossing the Western Plains in 1850," Annals of Iowa (October 1908), 
8:516-535. 

215 

Myra F. Eells, 1838, ''journal of Myra F. Eells," Transactions of the Seventeenth 
Annual Reunion of the Oregon Pioneer Association for 1889 (Portland, 1890), 
p.p. 54-88a . 

Eliza Ann McAuley Egbert, 1852, CU (typescripl) 

Joseph Benson Elder, 1856, UHi. 

Henriena Catherine Johnson Ellis, Across the West by COl£red Wagon, 1865- A Diary 
by Henrietta Catherine Ellis andJames Addtson Ellis, cd. and pub. Beryl 
Leebrick (Honolulu: Hawaii State NewstyJpers, 1% 1) 

John W. Ellis, 1850-1851, C (photocopy) 

Burrell Whalen Evans, 1849, CU (microfilm). 

George W. B. EvarlS, 1849-1850, CSmH. 

Janles William Evans, 1850, CU 

F. D. Everts, 1849, ClY, Ms. 

Lucius Fairchild, 1849, CaliforNia Letters of Lucius Fairchild (Madison: Siale Histori­
cal Society of Wisconsin, 1931). 

James Farmer, 1853, UHi. 

Elijah Bryan Farnham, 1849, "From Ohio 10 California in 1849 the Gold Rush 
Journal of Elijah Bryan Farnham," ed. Merrill J Manes and Elsey J Kirk, 
Indiana Magazine of Htstory (Seplember 1950), 46297-318; (December 1950), 
46:403-420 . 

John Favour, 1859, CU. 

James Field, 1845, OrHi. 

Matthew C. Field, 1843, Prairie and Mountain Sketches, collected by Oyde and Mae 
Reed Porter; ed. Kate L. Gregg and John Francis McDermott (Noffi1an: 
University of OkiallOma Press, 1957) 



Ilampdcn G. Finch, 1850 (letters), InHi. 

William Findley, 1845, 1847, CrY. 

Juliette G. Fish, 1862, CSmH (lypescript). 

Lafeyelle G. Fish, 1860, CU (lypescript). 

Mary C. Fish, 1860, laHi. 

Dr. Thomas Flinl , 1851-1855, "Diary of Dr. Thomas Flin!: California 10 Maine and 
ReI urn , 1851- 1855," Annual Publications of Historical Society ofSouthem 
Cnlifomia (1923), 12:53-127. 

George Fomun, "Across the Plains in 1864 WiLh George Fonnan," ed. T. A. Larson, 
Annals of Wyoming (April 15XJ8), 40:5-21; (Oclober 15XJ8), 40: 267-281. 

Annie Biggers ElIiOil FOSler, 1904, Anniejane'sjournal, compo and ed. Marilyn' 
Rowley Harbord (Chico, California: Glen E. Biggers, 1974). 

Issac Foster, 1849-1850, CSmH (typescript). 

Roxana Oleney FOSler, 1849-1853, The Foster Family, Califomia Pioneers: First 
Overland Trip, 1849; Second OlX!rland Trip, 1852; Third OlX!rland Trip, 1853 
(Santa Barbara, California The Schauer PrinLing Sludio, 1925). 

William Fouls, 1850, CSmH. 

Jared Fox, 1852-1854, CU (microfilm). 

SanlUel Dexter Francis, 1841-1862, CrY. 

Ja;eph Frand, 1854, The Owrland journey if josefiJ Frond, the First BOOemian to C100 the 
Plains to the Ca/ifinlia Gold Fields (San Francisco: W. P. Wreden, 15XJ8). 

John Francis Freeman, 1852-1853, Co. 

Margarel Ann Alsip Frink, journal of the Adventures of a Party of Califomia Gold 
Seekers Under the Guidance of Mr. Ledyard Frink During ajoumey Acmss the 
Plains from Martinsville, Indiana, to Sacramento, Califomia, from March 30, 
1850, to September 7. 1850 (Oakland, California, 1897) 

216 

IAXIisa Frizzell , 1852, "Across the Plains 10 California in 1852: Journal of Mrs. Lexlisa 
Frizzell ," ed. Victor Hugo PalLsils, Bulletin of the New York Public Library (April 
1915), 19335-362. 

William H. Fntsh, 1850, CrY. 

Wilson Fryberger, 1864, laHi. 

Abby E. Fulkenh, 1863, CU (phOlOCOPY). 

Randall Fuller, 1849-1854, NbHi (typescript). 

Stephen T. Gage, 1852, C (typescript). 

D. B. Gardner, 1850, LC. 

Frances Elizabeth Ward Gales, 1852-1853, Frankie's jOlmUlI (Los Angeles: 
Westernlore Press, 1960). 

Orange Gaylord, "Diary of Orange Gaylord 10 California and Oregon in 1850, a 
Second Trip Lo Oregon in 1853," Transactions of the Fortylifth Annual 
Reunion of the On?gon Pioneer AssOCiation, Portland, july 19, 1917 
(Ponland, 1920), pp. 394-439. 

Perry Gee, 1852-1853, Cry. 

Daniel Gelwicks, 1850, cu (microfilm). 

Flizabeth Dixon Smith Geer, 1847, "Diary of Mrs. Flizabeth Dixon Smith Geer," 
Transactions of the Thirty1ifth Annual Reunion of the Oregon Ptoneer 
AssOCiation, Portland,june 19, 1W7 (Ponland, 19(8), pp. 153-179. 

Vincent Eply Geiger, 1849, Trail to Califomia: the Overlandjoumal of Vincent 
Geiger and Wakeman Bryarly, ed. David Morris Poner (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1962). 

George Gibbs, 1859, "The Diary of George Gibbs," The March of the Mounted 
Riflemen, ed. Raymond W. Settle (Glendale, California: Autllor H. Clark, 1940), 
pp. 273-327. 

L-____________________ ~ __________________________________ ~ ____ ~~ ______ ~~ __ ~~ __ ~~~.~ __ ~~~.~ 



Robert Gillespie , 1849, MoHi (typescript). 

John G. Glenn, 1852, OrHi. 

MIS E. j. Goltra , 1853, OrHi. 

Solomon A. Gorgas, 1850-1851 , CSmH. 

Olarles Gould, 1849, MnHi. 

Calvin Heron Graham, 1853, KsIIi. 

//enry M. Graham, 1850, InHi (microfilm). 

Ohio Comp-my Graham, 1849, ((Y, Ms. 

William Henry Gray, "Gray's Journal of 1838," Pacific Nortbll~st Quarterly Guly 
1938), 29277-282. 

Andrew Jackson GrJyson, 1846, cu. 

Jay Green, 1852, Diary of jay Green, ColX?rlng the Period May 1, 1852, tojuly 27, 
1852, During the Crossing of the Plains and Mountains in a journey from 
Duncan s Ferry, Missouri, to Hangtown (Placerllille), California, ed. Merrell 
Kitchen (Slockton, California: San Joaquin Pioneer and Historical Society, 
1955). 

John Strother Griffin, 1846-1847, A Doctor Comes to California, the Diary of jobn S. 
GrljJin, Assistant SU"8eon with Kearnys Dragoons, 1846-1847 (San Francisco: 
California Historical Society, 1943), 

Andrew j. Griffith, 1850, Ms. owned David L. Hill, Baltrnore. 

Harriet Booth Griswold, 1859, Oh 

OlIistian Gros, 1850 (leiters), InHi. 

Dr. S. L. Grow, 1850, ((Y 

217 

Mary Jane Guill , 1860, C (typescripl). 

Jolm Gunnison, 1849-1850, NA. 

Joseph !lackney , 1849, Wagons West. A Siory of tbe Oregon Trail, by Elizabeth Page 
(New York: farrer & Rinehart, 1930) 

George M. Hagelstein, 1850, "The Hagelstein Diary," ed Walter V. Kaulfers and 
laVern Cutler, American German Review (1936), 6:n.p. 

Israel F. Hale, 1849, "Diary of a Trip to California in 1849," Society of California 
Pioneers Quarterly (1925), 2:n.p 

Edwin G. Hall, 1849 (leiters), C (typescript). 

Joseph P. Hamelin, Jr., 1849-1850, 1856, ((Y. 

William H. Hampton, 1852, CU (typescript). 

Samuel Han<isaker, 1853, Autobiography, Diary, Reminiscences, Oregon, 1853 
(Eugene, Oregon: Lane County Pioneer-Historical Society, 19(5), 

Esther Bell Hanna, 1852, OrHi, CamXlS Caravans, by Eleanor Allen (Portland: 
Binfords & Mort, 1946) 

William Hannah, 1850, OrHi. 

George W. Hansen, 1849 (Iener), "A Tragedy of the Oregon Trail," Collecttons oflbe 
Nebraska Historical Society (913), n.p. 

Peter O. Hansen, 1849, UPB. 

Aaron Bascom (I) Hardcastle, 1858, CSmH. 

Absolom B. Harden, 1847, OrHi. 

Francis A. Hardy, 1850, ((Y 



George Mimin Harker, 1849 Oetlers), "Morgan Slreel 10 Old Dry Diggings," Glimpses 
of the Past (1939), 6 n.p. 

Aaron W. Harlan, 1850, "j ouma I of Aaron W. lIarian While Crossing the Plains in 
1850," Annals of Iowa, series 3 (1913), lInp 

jesse H. Harrill, 1845, OrHi, "Diary of jesse Harrill, 1845," TrallSactions of the Thtrty­
eighth and 7btrty-ntnth Annual Reunions of the Oregon Pioneer Association, 
Portland, june 22, 1910 andjune 21, 1911 (Portland, 1914), pp. 5{Xi-526. 

Loren B. Haslings, "Diary of Loren B. Haslings, a Pioneer of 1847," Transactions of 
the Fifty-first A nnual Reunion of the Oregon Pioneer Association, Portland, 
1923 (Portland, 1926) 

Charles W Hayden, 1852-1853, C1Y 

Asa Haynes, 1849- 1865, CSmH. 

Gwin Harris Heap, 1853, Central Route to the Pacifjc./rom the Valley of the 
MississipPi to California: journal of the Expedition ojE. F Beale ... and Gwtnn 
Hams Heap, from Missouri to California, tn 1853 (Philadelphia: uppincon, 
Grarnbo and Company, 1854) 

Lucy Ann Henderson, 1846, "Young Advenlure," ed. and annotated Ronald Thomas 
Slrong, Nevada Historical Society Quarterly (Summer 1973), 1667-99. 

Randall Henry Hewin, AcTtliS the Platns and Over the Divide; a Mule Tratnjoumey 
from &st to West tn 1862, and Incidents Connected 7berewiJh (New York: 
Broadway Publishing Company, 19(6). 

Richard Owen Hickman, '''Dick's Works,' an Overland journey to California in 1852: 
the journal of Richard Owen Hickman," fTontter(March 1929), 9:242-260. 

jasper Smith HiU , The letters of a Young Mtner, Covertng the Adventures of jasper 
S Hill During the California Go/drnsh, 1849-1852, ed. Doyce B. Nunis, Jr. 
(San Francisco J HoweU Books, 19(4), 

John B. Hill , 1850, OY (typescript), "Trip to Land From SI. Jo to California." 

218 

Edwin Hillyer, "from Waupun to SaCf3nlento in 1849: The Gold Rush journal of 
Edwin Hillyer," ed. John O. Holzhueter, Wi~consin Magazine of Ilistory 
(Spring 19(6), 49:210-244. 

T w. Hind~ , 1850, CU (microfilm) 

Celinda E. Hines, 1853, "Diary of Celinda E. Hines," 7ransactions of the Forty-si:tth 
I1nnual Reunion of the Oregon Pioneer AssOCiation, Portland, June 20. 1918 
(Portland, 1921), 69-125 

C C Hinman, 1849-1850, CoD. 

1110mas Hislap, 1850 Oournal), CSmH. 

Joseph Hite, 1853, OrHi. 

Jasper Morris Hixon, 1849, CU (microfilm). 

Benjamin Hoffman, "forty-niners from West Virginia," ed. C H. Ambler, West 
Vi'8inia History (October 1940, 3:59-75. 

Wilhelm Hoffman, 1849, Reminiscence, CtY (typescript). 

Vincent A. Hoover, 1849-1850, CSmH. 

Silas Hopper, "Diary Kept by Silas L. Hopper, Blandinsville, lIIinois, April 2()h, 
1863," Annals of Wyoming (October 1925), 3:117-126 

Oiarles A. Hosmer, 1849 (Ieners), CSt. 

Warren Hough, "The 1850 Overland Diary of Dr. Warren Hough," Annals of 
Wyoming (Fall 1974), 46:207-216 

Austin A. Hover, 1849 (Ieners), C (typescript). 

Elijah Preston HoweU, 1849, MoHi. 

John Ewing HoweU, "Diary of an Emigrant of 1845," The Washington Historical 
Quarterly (April 1907), I: 138-158 



Alonzo Iluckins , 1860, uu. 

Lester Hulin, Day Book or journal of Lester Hulin, On!gon Trail arid Applegate Route, 
1847 (Eugene, Oregon Lane County Pioneer-Ilistorical Society, 1959) 

Oliver Doardnun Huntington, 1848, Ulli. 

james M. Hutchings, 1849, LC Ms , CU (microfilm) 

Eleazer Stillman Ingalls, journal of a Trip to California, by the Overland Route Across 
the Plaim in 1850-51 (Waukegan, Illinois Tobey & Company, Printers, 1852) 

G. S. Isham, 1849, Ishelm 's Guide to California Compiledfrom A journal (New York , 
1850) 

William Henry jackson, The Diaries of William Henry jackson, Frontier Photogra­
pher. to California and Return, 1866-6? and with the Hayden Suroeys to the 
Central Rockies, 1873, arid to the utes and Cliff Dwellings, 1874, ed. LeRoy R. 
Ibfen and Ann W. Hafen (Glendale, California: Arthur H. Clark Company, 
1959) 

D. jagger, 1846-1850, CHi. 

SanlUel james, 1850-1851 , OrHi. 

S M. Jamison, "Diary of S. M. jamison, 1850," Nevada Historiml Society Quarterly 
(Winter 1%7), 105-26. 

Mary Hall jatta, 1869, CU (typescript) 

T H. jefferson, 1849, Map of the Emmigrant Road from Independence, Missouri to 
San Francisco, California (New York, 1849; reprint, San Francisco, 1945) 

George E. jewett , 1849, CU (Typescript) 

MendaU jewett , 1850, CoD (typescript). 

James john, 1841-1842, CU (microfilm) 

219 

john A. johnson, 1849. (ty 

jolm L johnson, 1851 , OrHi. 

Joseph H. j ohnson, 1849-1851, CSmH. 

William Vita james johnson, 1852, OrHi. 

William Graham jolmston, Experiences of a Forty-niner (Pittsburgh, 1892), n. p . 

Ada Millington jones, 1862, CU (photocopy) 

Evan 0 jones, 1852, CU. 

Harvey jones, 1854, IdHi 
Amos P josselyn, 1849, C (typescript) 

Henry M. judson, 1862, NbHi. 

Richard Keen, 1852, C (typescript) 

George Keller, 1850, A Trip ACT05S the Plains, and Life in California (Massillion, 
Ohio White 's Press, 1851) 

Benjamin F. Kendrick, 1849 (tetters), (ty 

John TuUy Kerns, "journal of Crossing the Plains to Oregon in 1852," 'fransactions 
of the Forty-second Annual Reunton of the Oregon Pioneer AssOCiation, 
Portland, june 25, 1914 (Portland, 1917), 148-193. 

john M. Kerr, 1849 (tellers), Southwestern Historiml Quarterly Qanuary 1926), n.p. 

Rebecca Ketd lam , 1853, "From Ithaca to Oatsop Plains: Miss Ketcham's journal of 
Travel, " eel. Leo M. Kaiser and Priscilla Knuth, Oregon Historical Quarterly 
(September 1%1), 62:237-287; (December 1%1), 62:337-402 

William H. Kilgore, The KtJgorejournal of an Overlandjourney to California tn the 
Year 1850, ed. joyce Rockwood Muench (New York: Hastings House, 1949) 



)otm Nevin King, 1850, Ov. 

Tom King, 1849, CU (photocopy) 

Charles Alexander Kirkpatrick, 1849, CU 

Thomas Jefferson Kirkpatrick, The Kirkpatrick Story: the Day by Day Report of the 
Trek Aams the Plains by the Kirkpatrick Party in 1854 (Orland, California, 
1954; reprinted from the Orland Register). 

Amelia Stewart Knight, "Diary of Mrs. Amelia Stewart Knight an Oregon Pioneer of 
1853," Transactions of the Fifty-sixth Annual Reunion of the Oregon Pioneer 
Association for 1928 (Portland, 1933), pp. 38-54 

Abram Krill, 1850, OY 

Moses F. i.aird, 1852-1855, Ov. 

William i.ampton, 1850, MoHi. 

San1UeI A. i.ane, 1850, CU (microfilm) 

FankJin i.angworthy, 1850, Scenery of the Plains, Mountains and Mines: or, A Diary 
Kept Upon the Overland Route to California, by Way of the Great Salt l£lke 
(Ogdensburgh, New York]. C Sprague, 1855). 

Jason Lee, 1834, "Diary of Rev. Jason Lee," The Quarterly of the Oregon Histortcal 
Soctety(June 1916), 17:116-146; (September 1916),17:240-266; (December 
1916), 17:397-430 

William Lee, 1858-1859, LC 

Elisha B. Lewis, 1849, CU (microfilm). 

John F. Lewis, 1849, 1852-1854, Ov. 

John N. Lewis, 1851-1855, CU 

Tipton Lindsey, 1849, CU 

220 

Moses [jtue, 1849, Ctv. 

Micajah LitUeton, 1849, C (typescript). 

William Christian Lobenstine, Extracts From the Diary of William C. Lobenstine, 
December 31, 1851-1858 (New York privately printed, 1920). 

Dr. Dean]. Locke, 1849, CHi (typescript). 

Charles Long, 1849, Ctv. 

Basil Nelson Longsworth, Memorandum of Ihoughts, Reflections, and Transactions 
as Transcribed by Basil Nelson LongsUX>rth on His journey from Washington 
7oumship, Guernsey County, Ohio, to Oregon in the Summer of 1853 
(Fairfield, Washington: Ye Galleon Press, 1972) 

Leander Vaness Loomis, A journal of the Birmingham Emigrating Company; the 
Record of a Trip from Birmtngham, Iowa, to Sacramento, California, in 1850 
(Salt Lake City, Utah: Legal Printing Company, 1928). 

Jesse Looney, Letter of October 27, 1843, journal of the JIItnois State Historical 
Society (July 1929), 2212:354-356) 

Israel S. P. Lord, 1849-1851, CSmH. 

Dr. Isaac Lord, 1849, CSmH. 

William B. Lorton, 1849-1850, CU 

Mrs. W A. Loughary (Woolverton Family), 1864, OrU 

Alexander Love, 1849, Ov. 

Helen Mamie Stewart Love, 1853, CoD (facsimile). 

Cyrus Gark Loveland, California Trail Herd the 1850 MissOUri-to-Califomiajoumal 
ofCyms C. Loveland, ed and annOlated Richard H. Dillon (Los Gatos, 
California Talisman Press, 1%1) 



Dr. James T Lowry, 1850 (Letters), (Indianapolisl Star, October 1930 

Michael Luark , 1861 , Michael Luark Diaries, 1861, VoL 7 (Seattle, Washington 
University of Washington Library) 

Joseph Lyman, 1853, CSmH (photocopy). 

Janles Lyne, J849 (letters), CtY. 

James D. Lyon, 1849 (letters), (Detroit) Advertiser, September 1849; February 1850. 

Nehemiah Sandusky McAlister, 1852, OrHi. 

John McAllister, "Diary of Rev. John McAllister: A Pioneer of 1852," Transactions of 
the Fiftieth Annual Reunion of the Oregon Pioneer AsSOCiation, Portland, June 
15, 1922 (Portland, 1925), pp. 471-508 

Eliza Ann McAuley, 1852, ''The Record of Eliza Ann MCAuley," Cowred Wagon 
WOTrU!n. .. 1840-1890, Vol . IV, ed. and compiled Kenneth L Holmes (Glendale, 
California: TIle ArtllUr H. Oark Company, 1983-), 436-81 

w. S. MacBride, 1850, CSmH (Ms typescript) 

J C McBride, 1850 (letters), NbHi and CHi. 

A. J McCall , Tbe Great California Trail in 1849: Wayside Notes of an Argonaut 
(Bath, New York: Steuben Courier Printing, 1882) 

James S. McOung, 1862,OrHi. 

Andrew S McClure, 1853, Diary (Eugene, Oregon: The Lane County Pioneer­
Historical Society, 1959) 

Evans Smith McComas, 1862, A Journal of Travel (Portland, Oregon: Champoeg 
Press, 1954). 

Henry McCormick, Across the Continerll in 1865, as Told ill the Diary of the wte 
Colonel Henry McConrliLk (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania The Patriot Company, 
1937) 

221 

George McCowen, 1854-186J, CSmH (typescript). 

Samuel Finley McCoy, 1849, Pioneering on the Plains, Journey to Mexico in 1848, the 
Overlll1ulTrlp 10 California (Kaukauna, Wisconsin, J924) 

Finley McDiarnlid, 1850 (letters), CLL 

l11ornton McElroy, J849 (letters), WaLL 

Sila McKaig, 1852, OrHi (microfilm). 

John S. McKieran, 1852-1853, CSmH. 

Byron Nathan McKinstry, The California Gold Rush Overland Diary oj Byron N 
McKinstry, 1850-1852, with a biographical sketch and comment on a modem 
tracing of his overland travel by his grandson Bruce L McKinstry (Glendale, 
California Arthur H. Oark Co , 1975). 

George McKinstry, "Diary of George McKinstry," Overland In 1846: Diaries and 
Letters of the California-Oregon Trail, ed. Dale L Morgan (Georgetown, 
California: Talisman Press, 19(3), 1:199-218. 

William Gregg McPherson, 1859, "Journal of Overland Travel Kept by William Gregg 
McPherson," ed. Oara McPherson Jones, Orange [California) Datiy News, 
August 6-12, 1937. 

Henry R Mann, 1849, CU (microfilm) 

Malvina Virginia Van Lear Manning, 1860-1862, CU. 

John A. Markle, 1849-1850, CU (microfilm) 

James Mason, "TIle Diary of James Mason, Ohio to California, 1850," Nebraska 
History (Iune 1952),33:103-121 

James Mathers, "Diary of James Mathers," Overland in 1846 Diaries and Letters of 
the California-Oregon Trail, ed. Dale L Morgan (Georgetown, California 
Talisman Press, 19(3), 1:219-236 



Edward James Mathews, Crossing the Plains.· Adventures of Edward james Mathews 
in '59 (Privately printed, 19301) 

Richard Martin May, 1848, CU 

David S Maynard, "Diary of Dr. David S. Maynard While Crossing the Plains in 
1850," ed. Thomas W. Prosch, Washington Historical Quarterly (October 
1CXXl), 15%2 

Arthur M. Menefee, "Arthur M. Menefee's Travels Across the Plains, 1857," Nevada 
Historical Society Quarterly (Spring 19(6), 93-28 

H. Merrill, 1849, owned by J S. Holliday, San Francisco (typescripO 

Julius Ceasar Merrill, 1864, Boundfor Idaho, the 1864 Trailjournal of julius Merrill, 
ed. Irving R. Merrill (Moscow: University of Idaho Press, 1988) 

Joseph Middleton, 1849, CtY. 

William Miles, journal of the SUfferings and Hardships of CApt. Parker H French's 
Overland Expedition to CAlifornia, Which left New York City May 13th, 1850, 
and Arrived at San Francisco, Dec. 14 (New York: The Cadmus Book Shop, 
1916) 

Greenberry Miller, 1849-1850, CU. 

Hiram O. Miller and James Frazier Reed, "The Miller-Reed Diary, With Letters by J F. 
Reed and Virginia Reed," Overland in 1846: Diaries and letters of the CAlifor­
nia-Oregon Trail, ed. Dale L Morgan (Georgetown, California: Talisman Press, 
19(3), 1:245-305 

Joel Miller, 1853, CU 

Samuel Milliken, 1850 (letters), InU 

D. A. Millington, 1850-1851, CU (microfilm) 

Lyman Mitchell, 1849, CU (microfilm) 

222 

Baldwin Molhausen, 1853, Diary of a journey from the Mississippi to the Coasts of the 
Pacific with a United States Government Expedition (London Longmans, 
Brown, Green, Longmans, & Roberts, 1858) 

William Montgomery, 1850, CSmH. 

Monroe, Michigan, Company, 1849, CU (typescript) 

Narcissa Cornwall Moore, 1846, OrlJ. 

Madison Berryman Moorman, The journal of Madison Benyman Moorman, 1850-
1851, ed, Irene D. Paden (San Francisco: California Historical Society, 1948) 

Jesse Moreland, 1852, OrHi. 

Martha M. Morgan, 1849-1850, A Trip Across the Plains in the Year 1849, With Notes 
if a Voyage to California by Way of Panama (San Francisco Pioneer Press, 
1864) 

A. C Moses, 1849 (letter), Ms. owned by floyd E. Risvold, Minneapolis. 

Olar\es G. Moxley, 1849 (Letters), CtY 

Asahel and Eliza MlUlger, 1839, "Diary of Asahel Munger and Wife," The Quarterly of 
the Oregon Historical Society (December 1907),8:387-405. 

Andrew Lopp Murphy, 1849, KsU 

Patrick Henry Murphy, 1854, CU (typescript) 

George M. Murrell, 1849 (letters), CSmH. 

John M. Musco/t, 1849 (letters), [Rome, New York) Sentinel, May 30, July 4, 1849. 

Elizabeth T Myrick, 1854, CU (microfllm) 

Peter Neiman, 1864, laHi. 



./:unes W. Nesmith, "Diary of the Emigration of 1843," The Quarter/)1 if the Oregon 
Historical Society (December 19(X)), 7:329-359 

Richard Ness, 1849, OY. 

julius Martin Nevins, 1849, C (typescript). 

William 'IllOmpson Newby, "William T Newby's Diary of the Emigration of 1843," 
7be Oregon Histoncal Quarterly (September 1939), 40219-242. 

Alphonso B. Newcomb, 1850, laHi. 

Silas Newcomb, 1850-1851 , CSmH (photocopy). 

jatham Newton, 1853, CU. 

O. W. Nixon, 1850 OeHers), Ointon Republican [Wilrrtington, Ohio] , April-May 
October, 1850. 

Maria J Elliott Norton, 1859, CU (microfilm). 

Peter Skene Ogden, Peter Skene Ogden 1 Snake Country joumals, 1824-25 and 
1825-26, ed. E. E. Rich (London: Hudson 's Bay Record Sociely, 1950). 

Peler Skene Ogden, Peter Skene Ogden 1 Snake Country joumals, 1826-27, ed. K. G. 
Davies (London: Hudson 's Bay Record Society, 19(1). 

Peler Skene Ogden, Peter Skene Ogden 's Snake Country joumals, 1827-28 and 
1828-29. ed. Glyndwr Williams (London: Hudson's Bay Record Sociely, 1971). 

O. H. O'Neill, 1857, Records of the Office of the Secretary of Ihe Inlerior Relaling 10 

Wagon Roads, Record Group 48, National Archives, Washington D.C. 
(microcopy 95, roll 7). 

Andrew M. Orvis, 1849-1850, OY 

Benjamin Franklin Owen, My Trip Across the Plains, March 31, 1853-0ctober 28. 
1853 (Eugene, Oregon: Lane CounlY Pioneer-Hislorical Sociely, 1959), 

223 

East S. Owen, 1852-1854, OY 

I-Ie.nry Page, 18490eHers), Wagons West: A Story of the Oregon Trail, by Elizabeth 
Page (New York Farrar and Rinehart , 1930). 

joel Palmer, joumal of Travels Over the Rtxky Mountains, to the Mouth of the 
Columbia River, 1845 and 1846 (Cincinnali: J A & U P. james, 1847; 
reprinted in Reuben Gold l11wailes, ed, Early Western Travels, 1748-1846' 
Series of Annotated Reprints of Some of the Best and Rarest Contemporary 
Volumes of Travel, 32 volunles (Cleveland Arthur H. Oark Co., 1904-1907), 
3029-311 

Charles R. Parke, 1849-1851, CSmH. 

Samuel Parker, joumal of an Exploring Tour Beyond the Rocky Mountains, UlIder 
the Direction of the A. B. C. F. M. Peifomled in the Years, 1835, '36, and '3 7 
(I lhaca , New York: the author, 1838). 

Samuel Parker, 1845, OrHi. 

William Tell Parker, 1850-1852, CSmH. 

Charles R. Parkem, 1849, CSmH. 

Francis Parkman, 1846, The joumals oj Francis Parkman, ed. Mason Wade (New 
York: Harper and Co., 1947). 

Edward Evans Parrish, "Crossing the Plains in 1844: Diary of Rev. Edward Evans 
Parrish," Transactions oj the SiXteenth Annual Reunion of the Oregon Pioneer 
AssOCiationfor 1888 (Portland, 1889), pp. 82-122. 

Lucena P. Parsons, 1850, C5I (typescript). 

Albert G. Pasdul , 1850, laHi. 

E. 1-1 . N. PaHerson, 1850, [Oquawka, Illinois] Spectator, May-November 1850 

William Pallison, 1849, OrHi. 



James A. Payne, 1850, OHi (typescript). 

David Egben Pease, 1849-1850, NbHi (typescript). 

Omlolle Emily Steams Pengra, 1853, Diary of Mrs. Byron]. Pengra .. . Kept by Her 
on a 7Hp Across the Plains from lIIinois to Oregon in 1853 (Eugene, Oregon 
Lane County Pioneer-Historical Society, 1%6). 

J<lke Pennock, 1&'55, "Diary of Jake Pennock," Annals if W}\Jming Ouly 1951), 234-29 

Elisha Douglas Perkins, Gold Rush Diary: Being the joumal of Elisha Douglass 
Perltins on the OverlaruJ Trail in the Spring aruJ Summer of 1849, ed. Thomas 
D. Oark (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1%7). 

James B. Persinger, 1850, MoHi (typescript). 

Issac Pettijohn, 1847-1848, Cu. 

Walter Griffith Pigman, 1850, tbe joumal of Walter Griffith Pigman, ed. uUa SIaIey 
Fawkes (Mexico, Missouri: W. G. Staley, 1942). 

Horace Barton Pomroy, 1850, CU (photocopy)' 

Jolm A. Powell, 1851 , OrU. 

John W. Powell, 1859, CU (typescript). 

Mary Rockwood Powers, 1856, "A Woman's Overland Journal to California," 
Amateur Book Collector (September 1950), 1:1-2; (October 1950), 1:1-2; 
(November 1950), 1:6; (December 1950), 1:11-12; Oanuary 1951), 1:5-6 

Leander Preston, 1860-1861, CSmH (typescript). 

013Iles Preuss, 1842-1849, Exploring With Fremont.- the Private Diaries of Charles 
Preuss, Cartographer for john C. Fremont on His First, Second, and Fourth 
Expedttions to the Far West, ed. Elwin G. and Elisabeth K. Gudde (Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1958). 

Joseph Price, 1850 (letters), "The Road to California: Letters of Joseph Price," 
ed. by T M. Marshall, Mississippi Valley Historical Review (September 1924), 
11237-257 

John Prichet, 1849, In . 

Virgil K. Pringle, "Diary of Virgil Pringle," OverlaruJ in 1846 Diaries and Letters of 
the Califomta-Oregon Trail, ed. Dale L. Morgan (Georgetown, California: 
Talisman Press, 19(3), 1:159-188 

James Avery Pritchard, tbe Overland Dtary ofjames A. Pritchardfrom Kentucky to 
Califomta in 1849, ed. Dale L. Morgan (Denver: Fred A. Rosenstock, The Old 
West Publishing Company, 1959). 

Sarah Elizabeth Hall Pulliam, 1889, IdHi. 

Purvine and Walker Families, 1848, OrH i. 

Louisa Moeller Rahm, 1862, CU (photocopy). 

Alex Ramsay, 1849, CoD. 

James O. Raynor, 1847, OrHi. 

George Willis Read, A Pioneer of 1850, George Willis Read, 1819-1880; the Record of 
a joumey Overland.from Independence, Missouri, to Hangtown (Placerotlle), 
Califomta, tn the Spring if 1850 ed. Georgia Willis Read (Boston: little, 
Brown and Company, 1927). 

Bernard J Reid, 1849, PPiHi (typescript). 

Roben Haldan Renshaw, 1851, OrHi. 

Caroline L. Richardson, 1852, Cu. 

James C Riggin, 1850 (letters), In (typescript). 

John F. Riker, 1852, joumal of a Trip to Califomill by the Overland Route (Urb-dna , 
Ohio, 1855~) 



Robert Robe, "Robert Robe's Diary While Qossing lhe Plains in 1851 ," Washington 
Historical Quarterly Oanuary 1928), 19:52-63 

7irkie D. Robinson , The Robinson-Rosenberger j ourney to the Gold Fields of 
California, 1849-1850; the Diary of Zirkie D. RobillSOll , ed. FrJncis Coleman 
Rosenberger (Iowa City Prairie Press, 1966) 

Riley Root, 1848, journal of TralX!lsfrom Sf.josephs to Oregon (Oakbnd, California 
Biobooks, 1955) 

William Renfro RothweU, 1850, C1Y 

Lydia AUen Morrison Rudd, 1852, CSmH. 

W. H. Ruddell , 1851 , OrHi. 

Osborne RusseU, journal of a Trapper; or. Nine Yea~ in the Rocky Mountains, 1843-
1843 (Boise, Idaho: Syms-York Co., 1921) 

Savannah Oregon Emigrating Society, The Organizationaljournal of an Emigrant 
Train of 1845, Captained by Solomon Tetherow (Eugene, Oregon: Lane County 
Pioneer-Historical Society, 19(0) 

Mrs. Francis H. Sawyer, 1852, CU (typescript). 

Lorenzo Sawyer, Way Sketches; Containing Incidents if Travel Across the Plainsjrom 
Sf. joseph to California in 1850 (New York: E. Eberstadt, 1926). 

john J ScheUer, 1850, C (typescript). 

Abigail jane Scou, 1852, "Journal of Abigail Jane ScOlt," Cow-ed Wagon 
Women .. . 1840-1890, Vol. V, ed. and compiled Kenneth L Holmes (Glendale, 
California: The Arthur H. Gark Company, 1983 -) 39 - 135. 

HanUlton Scott, 1862, IdHi. 

Scott Family, "Ox-team journey of Scott Fanlily to Oregon in 1852," History of the 
Oregon Country, by Harvey W. ScOIl (Cambridge: Riverside Press, 1924), 
3:232-325 

225 

Niles Searls, 1849, CU, The Diary of a Pioneer and Other Papers: Betng the Diary 
Kept by Niles Searls on His journey from Independence, Missouri, to Californta, 
BetUX?en May 9th and October 1st, 1849(San Francisco: Perneau-Walsh 
Printing Comp:my, 1940) 

Joseph Sedgley, Overland to California in 1849 (Oakland, California: Butler & 
Bowman, 1877). 

Riley Senter, 1849 Oellers), Crossing the Cuntinent to California Gold Fields (Lemon 
Grove, California np , 1939) 

Cornelia A. Sharp, 1852, "Diary of Mrs. Cornelia A. Sharp." Transactions of the 
Thirtyfi~t Annual Reunion if the Oregon Pioneer Association for 1903 
(Portland, Oregon: 1904), pp. 171 -188. 

Robert L Sharp, 1852, OHi. 

J S Shepherd, 1850, journal of Trawl Acr05S the Plains to California, and Guide to 
the Future Emigrant (Racine: Rebecca Shepherd, 1851) 

James G. Shields, 1850, ClY 

John R Shinn, 1850, CU (microfdm) 

Henry Shombre, 1849, KsHi. 

Hugh Alexander Skinner, 1850-1851, KsU 

Nellie Slater, 1862, IdHi (typescript) 

0. B. Slater, 1862, IdHi. 

Morris Sleight, 1850, IGii. 

William Smedley, Across the Plains in '62 (Denver, 1916). 

Alvin Thompson Smith, 1840, OrHi. 



Olanes Smith, Joumal of a Trip to Califomia, Across the CoWinent from Weston, 
Mi\Souri to Weber (;reek. Califomia in the Summer of 1850 (Fairfield, 
Washington: Ye Galleon Press, 1974). 

Edward L. B. Smith. 1848, CU (typescript). 

John Smith, 1853, CSmH, 

Sarah White Smith. 1838, "Diary of Sarah White Smith," Ftrst While Women over the 
Rockies, ed, Clifford M. Drury, 3 vols, (Glendale, California: Arthur H, Oark 
Co" 1<)66), 361-125 

Sidney Smith, 1839, "Sidney Smith Diary," To the Rockies and Oregon. 1839-1842, 
ed, leRoy R and Ann W, Hafen (Glendale, California: A. H, Oark, 1955), 
pp, 67-93. 

R H, p, Snodgrass, 1852, OY. 

Taylor N, Snow, "Diary of Taylor N, Snow, Hoosier Fifty-Niner," ed, Arthur Homer 
Hays, Indiana Magaztne of History (September 1932), 28:193-208. 

Jacob R Snyder, 1845, "The Diary of jacob R. Snyder," Quarterly of the Society of 
California Pioneers (December 1931), 8:224-260, 

john B, Spencer. 1852, OrHi, 

Lafayene Spencer, 1852, "Journal of the Oregon Trail," Annals of Iowa (January 
1908), 3rd Series, 8:304-310, 

E. A. Spooner, 1849-1850, CU (microfilm) 

Royal T Sprague, 1849, owned by Frances E, Luby, Port Washington, New York, 

E, C. Springer, 1849-1850, CU (microfilm) 

William T Stackpole. 1849, OY, 

David jackson Staples, 1849, "The journal of David Jackson Staples," ed, Harold P 
Taggart, Califomia Historil;al Society Quarterly (1943), 22:119-150, 

226 

Azariah Starr. 1850. OrHi, 

Franklin Starr, 1849. IIHi, 

Henry W Slarr. 1850, owned by J S, Hol!iday, San Francisco (typescript), 

John A, Stauder, 1850, MoU (typescript). 

Amos SIeck, 1849. CoHi, 

John Sleele, Across the Plains in 1850, ed, joseph Schafer (Chicago Caxton Club. 
1930). 

john Steele, The Traveler's Companion 7brough the Great Interior; A Guide 
for the Road 10 California by South Pass...and Sublett 's and Headpath's 
Cutoffs" , Galena, lIIirlOise !sicl, 1854 

William North Steuben, 1849-1850, cn 

Agnes Slewart, 1853, ''The journey to Oregon: a Pioneer Girl's Diary," ed, Claire 
Warner Churchill, The Oregon Historical Quarterly (March 1928), 29:77-98. 

Helen Stewart, 1853, cn 

Francher Stimson, 1850, "Overland Journey to California," Annals of Iowa, Series 3 
(1922), 13:np, 

Henry Atkinson Stine, 1850, C (lypescript), 

T J Slites, 1862, OrHi. 

jacob Stitzel, 1849, CU (microfilm) 

Samuel Murray Stover, Diary of Samuel Murray Stover, Enroute to California, 1849 
(Elizabethton, Tennessee: H, M, Folson, 1939). 

Franklin Street, 1850, A Concise Description of the Overland Route"lncludtng a 
Table of Distances (Cincinnati, 1851) 



Gr.mville Sluart, 1852, Forty Yea~ on the Frontier as Seerz i1l the jounUils arul 
Reminiscences oj Granville Stuart, Gold-miner, Trader, Merchant, Rancher 
and Puliticifm, ed. Paul C Phillips (Glendale, California : Arthur H. Oark 
Company, 1957). 

Joseph Alonzo Sluart, 1849, My Roving Life. A Diary oj Travels and Adventures by 
Sea and Land, During Peace and War (Auburn, California, 1895) 

Robert Sluart , ]812-18]3, The Discovery oj the Oregon Trail. Robert Stuart's Narrative 
ojllis Overlmui Trip Eastwardjrom Astoria in 1812-13, ed. Philip Ashton 
Rollins (New York Charles Scribner's Sons, ]935} 

Sarah Sutton, 1854, OrHi. 

William Swain, 1849, The World Rushed In: The Californil1 Gold Rush Experience, by 
J S. Holliday (New York: Simon and Schuster, 198]} 

Olauncey Swan, "Letters of a Forty-Niner," ed. Mildred Throne. Iowa journal oj 
History (949), 47:n.p. 

TIleodore Talbot , The journals oj7beodore Talbot, 1843 arul1849-52, ed. 01Jries 
H. Carey (Portland: Metropolitan Press, ]931) 

Henry Tappan, 1849, "The Gold Rush Diary of Henry Tappan," ed. Everett Walters 
and George B. Strother, Annals oj Wyoming (July 1953), 25113-139. 

J Tarbell, 1853, The Emigrant's Guide to Californil1: Giving a Description oj Over­
land Route . . . Including a Table oj Distances (Keokuk, Iowa, 1853} 

Janles Tate, ]849, CHi (typescript} 

Calvin Taylor, 1850, OQ-li 

George N. Taylor, 1853-1855, OrHi. 

William E. Taylor, "Diary of William E. Taylor," Overlarul in 1846: DiI1ries arul 
letter.; oj the Californil1-Oregon Trail, ed. Dale L Morgan (Georgetown, 
California: Talisn1Jn Press, 19(3), 1118-133. 

227 

G. W. 1849, Crossing the Plains in '49 (Oakland, California: n.p., I~X)3) . 

A. H. Thomasson, 1850, C (typescript). 

Dr. Edward A. 'lllompkins, 1850, CSmH. 

03rk W. lhompson, 1850 (letters), LC (typescript) 

W. P. Thompson, 1850, CtY 

Origen Thomson, Crossing the Plains: NarratilX! oj the Scenes, Incidents mui 
Adventures Attending the Owrland journey oj the Decatur and Rush County 
Emigrants to the Far-off Oregon in 1852 (Greensburg, Indiana: 0 Thomson, 
1896} 

Jessy Quinn Thornton, Oregon and Californil1 in 1848 (New York: Harper Co., 
1864} 

Albert King TIlurber, 1849, CU (typescript). 

P C Tiffany, 1849-1851, CtY. 

OlarIes Tinker, 1849, "Olarles Tinker's Journal: A Trip to California in 1849," ed. 
Eugene H. Roseboom, Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Quarterly 
Oanuary 1952), 61 :64-85. 

James S. Tolles, 1849-1850, C (typescript} 

Edward A. Tompkins, 1850, CSmH 

Jane A. Gould Tourtillon, 1862, OrHi. 

Emily fletcher Towell, 1881, IdHi (typescript} 

John Kirk Townsend, 1834, Narrative oj a journey ACTU5S the Rocky Mountains, to 
the Columbia River (Philadelphia : Henry Perkins, 1839; reprinted in Reuben 
Gold Thwaites, ed, Early Western Travels, 1748-1846: Series of Annotated 
Reprints oj Some oj the Best and Rarest Contemporary Volumes of Travel, 
32 voIs , Oeveland Arthur H. Clark Co, 1904-1907, 21113-369} 



Ourles '1 umCI , lH49, owned by Ch;Jrlolle Paterson, Oeveland. 

William T, r 1850, WHi (typescript) 

Glarles A. Tuttle , 1849, cn 

John l ''' lImal ofjohn Udell, Kept During a Trip AC1lliS the Plains, Containing 
W I ' >l mt of the Massacre of a Portion of His Party by the Mohave fndifms, in 
1858 ~Suisun City, Caljfornia Solano County Herald, Printers, 1859) 

IUnknown Emigr:mtl, "Diary of an Emigrant of 1845," Washington Historical 
Quarterly (April 1907), 1138-158 

IUnknown Emigrant!, "On the Oregon Trail to Zion in 1853," The Denver Brand 
Book, fX (Denver TIle Westerners, 1954), p.p. 44-47. 

[Unknown Emigrantl, 1849, Sagamore Company, Lynn, Massachusetts, Mnl-li. 

[Unknown EmigrantJ, 1854, CU (typescript). 

IUnknown Scout!, 1854, CU (typescript) 

Andrew Vanbuskirk, 1852, OrHi. 

Jolm M. Verdenal, CU (typescript) 

Martin Vivian, 1850, NbHi (typescript) 

Elkanah Bartlett Walker, 1838, CSmH. 

Mary Richardson Walker, "The Diary of Mary Richardson Walker, June 10-December 
21, 1838," ed. Rufus A. Coleman, Frontier Omnibus (Missoula Montana State 
University Press, 19(2), pp. 79-99 

Zachariah Walker, 1850, IaHi. 

Archer Walters, 1856, cn 

D. B. Ward, Acrass the Plains in 1853 (Seattle: Shorey Book Store, 19(6) 

228 

Harriet Sherrill Ward, CSmH, Prairie Schooner Lady- the journal of Hamet Sherrill 
Ward, 1853 (Los Angeles Westernlore Press, 1959) 

Mary Eliza Warner, 1864, CU (typescript). 

Catherine Amanda Stansbury Washburn, 1853, CSmH (facsimile) 

Loyal N. Waterhouse, 1850, NjP 

R Watrous, 1850, "Notes of a Trip to California," [Marshall f\1ichiganl Democratic 
Expounder, January-March 1851. 

B. A Watysoo, 18490euers), ISpringfleld! minois Statejoumal, May, June, August, 1849. 

Willi.lm J. Watson, journal of an Overland journey to Oregon, Made in the Year 
18490acksonville, Oregon: E. R. Roe, 1851) 

John Hudson Wayman, 1852, A Doctor on the Caltfornia Trail: The Diary of Dr. john 
Hudson Wayman, 1852, ed. Edgeley Woodman Todd (Denver Old West 
Publishing Company, 1971) 

KimbaU Webster, The Gold Seekers of '49: A Personal Narrative of the Overland Trail 
and Adventures in California and OregonJrom 1849 to 1854 (Manchester, 
New Hampshire: Standard Book Co, 1917) 

John B. Weir, 1849, "From Where the Gold Diggers Go," [Hannibal) Mtssouri 
Courter, 7 February 1850. 

Henry WeUenkamp, 1850, MoHi (typescript) 

Epaphroditus WeUs, 1849 (letters), CU (typescript). 

William Wells, 1849 (letters), C (typescript) 

John Pratt Welsh, 1851-1863, CSmH. 

Francis F Weston, 1849, owned by Henry Gifford, Los Angles. 

George Nelson Wheeler, 1850-1851 , CSmH. 



[}.miel White, 1854-1859, CSmll . 

Abial Whjlman, 1850, CtY 

Marcus Whilman, 1835, CU 

Narcissa Prentiss Whitman, "A Journey Across the Plains in 1836: Journal of Mrs. 
Marcus Whilman," lransactions of the Nineteenth A,mual Reunion of the 
Oregon Pioneer AssociLltionfor 1891 (Portland, 1893), pp 40-68. 

James F. Wilkins, 1849, An Artist on the Overland Trail: the 1849 Diary and Sketches 
of james F Wilkins, ed. John Francis McDermott (San Marino, California: The 
Huntington Library, 1968) 

J A. Wilkinson, 1859, CSmH. 

James Williams, 1850 (letter), OHi (typescript). 

John T Williams, "Journal of John T Williams, 1850," IndiLlna Magazine of History 
(December 1936), 32393-409 

Joseph Williams, "The Joseph Williams Tour, 1841-1842," To the Rockies and 
Oregon. 1839-1842. ed. LeRoy R and Ann W. Hafen (Glendale, California: 
Arthur H. Oark Co., 1955), pp. 199-287 

Lucia Loraine Williams, 1851, "Lucia Loraine Williams," Covered Wagon 
Women .. . 1840-1890. Vol. III, ed. and cOll1piled by Kenneth L HoImes 
(Glendale, California: The Arthur H. Oark COIl1pany, 1984) 

Velina A. Williams. "Diary of a Trip Across the Plains in 1853," Transactions of the 
Forty-seventh Annual Reunion of the Oregor! Pioneer AssociLltion. Portland. 
june 19. 1919 (Portland, 1922). pp. 178-226 .. 

Edward J Willis, 1849, CtY 

John S. Wilson, 1859-1860, CtY. 

William Wilson, 1850, Cty. 

Elisha C Winchell . 1850, CU 

229 

Lucian McOenathan Wolcott , 1850-1851 , CSmH. 

Elizabeth Wood, ''journal of a Trip to Oregon, 1851," Quarterly of the Oregon 
Historical Society (March 1926), 27192-203. 

JolUl Wcxxl, 1850, journal ofjolm Woo1, as Kept by Him While Travelingjrom 
Cil1dmUlti to the Gold Diggings in CalijomiLl (Olillicrithe, Ohio 
A. B(X)kwaller, 1852) 

Joseph Warren Wood, 1849-1853, CSmH. 

James M. Woods, 1850 (letters), MoHi (typescript) 

'n10n13S Woodward, "Diary of Thomas Woodward While Crossing the Plains to 
California in 1850," COll1p. by Mrs. S W. Ennor, Wisconsin Magazine of History 
(March 1934), 17:345-360; Oune 1934), 17:433-446 

John Work, 1831-1832, The journal of john Work. a Chief-trader of the Hudson's Bay 
Co., Durtng His Expedttton from Vancouver to the Flatheads and Blackfeet of 
the Pacific NortbUX!St, ed. William S. Lewis and Paul C Phillips (Oeveland, 
Ohio: A. H. Oark Company, 1923) 

J B. Wright . 1864, IdHi. 

John B. Wyeth. 1832, Oregon; or a Short History of a Longjoumey (Fairfield, 
Washington: Ye Galleon Press, 1970) 

Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth, The ConT!Spondence and journals of Captain Nathaniel J 
Wyeth. 1831-6 (Eugene, Oregon: University Press, 1899) 

Albert Jefferson Young, 1862, CU (microfilm) 

Sheldon Young, 1849-1850, CSmH (typescript) 

Albert Zieber, 1850, OrU 

John S. Zieber. "Diary of John S. leiber, 1851 ," 'Transactions of the Forty-eighth 
Annual Reunion of the Oregon Pioneer AssociLl/ton (Portland. 1923), 
pp. 301-335. 

William Zilhart , 1853, CU (microfilm) 



SYMBOLS FOR INSrrronONS 
OWNING MANUSCRIPT DIARIES AND lEITERS 

C Ca lifornia Slale Library, Sacramento. MoHI State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia. 

CHi California Historical Society, San Francisco. MoU University of Missouri, Columbia. 

CoD Denver Public Library. NA National Ardlives. 

CSmH Hunlington Library, San Marino, California. NbHI Nebraska State Historical Society, Lincoln. 

CSt Stanford University, Palo Aho, California . NjP Princelon University, Princeton, New Jersey. 

CtY Beinecke Library, Yale University, New Haven, Cormecricut. NN New York Public Library. 

QJ Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley. OCHi Cincinnati Historical Society. 

laHi Iowa Slate Historical Society, Des Moines. OHi Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 

ICHI O1icago Ilistorical Society. OrHI Oregon Historical Society, Portlarld. 

IdHl Idaho Slate Historical Society, Boise. 0rU University of Oregon, Eugene. 

IlHl lllinois Slate Historical Society, Springfield. PPHI Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh. 

In Indiana State Library, Indianapolis. UDUP Daughters of Utah Pioneers Museum, Salt Lake Gty. 

InHl Indiana Historical Society, Indianapolis. UHI Utah State Historical Society, Salt Lake Gty. 

InU Indiana University, Bloomington. Ul Utah State University, Logan. 

KsHi Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka. UU>S Historical Department, LOS Church, Salt Lake Gty. 

KsU University of Kansas, Lawrence. UPB Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah. 

LC Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. UU University of Utah, Salt Lake Gty_ 

MnHI MinnesOla Historical Society, SI. Paul. WaU University of Washmgton, Seattle. 

230 



EMIGRANT TRAIL MANAGEMENT AGENCIES IN IDAHO 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Idaho State Office 
3380 Americana Terrace 
Boise, Idaho 837<XJ 
(208) 384-3000 

Bo~e District Office 
3948 Development Avenue 
Boise, Idaho 83705 
(208) 384-3300 

)amklge Resource Area 
2620 Kimberly Road 
Twin Falls, ldallo 83301 
(208) 736-2350 

Burley District Office 
Route 3, Box 1 
Burley, Idaho 833 18 
(208) 678-55 14 

Deep Creek Resource Area 
138 South Main 
Malad City, Idaho 83252 
(208) 7(fH7t£J 

Idaho Falls Disbict 
940 Lincoln Road 
Idaho Fa Us , Idaho 83401 
(208) 524-7500 

PocateUo Resource Area 
Federal Building, 250 S. Fourth Avenue, Suite 172 
PocateUo, Idaho 83201 
(208) 236-U8W 

Shoshone District Office 
400 West F Street 
Shoshone, Idaho 83352 
(208) 886-22<XJ 

IDAHO STATE lDSTORICAL SOCIElY 
210 Main Street 
Boise, Ida ho 83702 
(208) 334-2682 

Museum 
610 North Jul ia Davis Dr. 
Boise, Ida ho 83702 
(208) 334~2 1 20 

Library and Archives 
450 N. 4th Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
(208) 334-3356 

IDAHO STATE PARKS AND RECRFAll0N 
7800 Fa irview Ave. 
Boise, Idaho 83704 
(208) 327-7444 

Three Island Crossing State Park 
P.O. Box (J.J) 
Glerms Ferry, Idaho 83623 
(208) 366-2394 

Massacre Rocks State Park 
HC 76, Box 1000 
American FaUs, Idaho 832 11 
(208) 548-2672 

Malad Gorge State Park 
Route 1 
Hagerman, Idaho 83332 
(208) 837-4505 

Bruneau Dunes State Park 
He 85 Box 41 
Mountain Home, Idaho 83647 
(208) 336-79 19 

U.S. FORESe SERVICE 
Bo~e National Forest 
1750 Front Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
(208) 364-4100 

Sawtooth National Forest 
2647 Kimberly Road East 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83301-7976 
(208) 737-3200 

Caribou National Forest 
Federal Building, Suite 282 
250 S. Fourth Avenue 
PocateUo, Idaho 83201 
(208) 236-7500 

NAll0NALPARKSER~CE 
City of Rocks National H~tork: Reserve 
963 Blue lakes Blvd. 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83301 
(208) 733-8398, (208) 824-5519 

Craters of the Moon National Monument 
Box 29 
Arco, Idaho 83213 
(208) 527-3257 

Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument 
963 Blue Lakes Blvd. 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83301 
(208) 837-4793 



TRAIL Enncs: COMMON COURTESY AND COMMON SENSE 

The Emigrant Trails of Southcll1 Idaho arc tangible but fragile remnants of our nation's pioneer heritage. You can help preserve the 
remaining traces of these historic trails and ensure an en joyahle cxperiencL' for yuurself and others by observ ing thcse simple rules: 

TRAIL PROTECOON: In many areas the trail and surrounding landscape remain substantially unchanged since the last wagons ro lled 
through. To hel p maintain the rugged heauty of the trJ il environment, please avoid wet or mudy trail conditions and limit vehicle traffic 

to ex isting roads. Whatever your mode of travel, keep impacts to soil and vegeta tion to a minimum. 

ARCHAEOL<XJICAL SITFS: Archaeological and historic sites arc an integral part of the emigrant trJil system. These non-renewable reources arc often 
our only source of information ahout the past. Please leave them undisturbed. Herncmber, there are substantial penalties for the remova l, defacement, 
or destruction of archaeologica l sites or artifacts. 

lITfER: In this arid environment it takes a long time for even perishable gexxls to decompose. Please keep the trail and its sUlToundings free of litter. 
T: lke your g:lrbage with you when you leave. 

GATES: If you open a gate, close it behind you. Tl 1is courtesy can save a r~tncher hours of searching for livestock. 

PRIVATE PROPERlY: Please respect private propelty and landowner's lights. Heed no trespassing signs. Avoid visiting or crossing private propelty 
w ithout permission of the landowner. 

FIRE: R~lnge fires occur frequently during the dlY summer months. Firefighting activities and post-fire rehabilitation projects may pose serious threats to 
the physica l integrity o f the emigrant trails and their scenic conidors. Please be extra cautious with campfires, matches, and cigarettes. 

WATER: Dlinking waler is not available along the trJ ils. ill' sure to bring sufficient water. 
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