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Ws have reviewed the proposed sheep fencing project and conclude that
an environmental assessment will not be necessarys ' T T »
For many years now, Cratars of the Moon Haticnal Monument has had -
stock trespass problems along its northern boundariess Past records
snd conversations with local ranchers scem to indicats that efforts on
both the part of the Mational Park Service and other law enforcement
agencies hava accomplished littla along the lines of curbing the
animal trespasg. Part of the problem alsc way have stesmed from ths
fact that minimm effort was put forth by the Honument staff to dise
cuas the situation with the wain wiclator and try to come tO an agreee
ment that would solve the problem and yet avoid 3 win or lose situation
for one or the other of the parties involved. ool L me SR
Ona of tlie primary resgons for sheep trespass has been the lack of a
shespherdar with the animals during their time on the range that -
borders the Honument. However, a racent directive frcm the U.Se
maglstrate in Pocatello to the violator should help correct the above
situation this coming season. Sheep, by naturs, will seck a high '
ridge at night to bed down, and for yecary they have been using a ridge
within the Momment for their bedding grounde As long as there iz 2
carryeover of ewes fron the previous year, the habit of using the -
traditicnal bedding grounds will continue. It would require a sheeps
herder sround tha clock to control them as, on wmoonlit nights, sheep
may graze all eveninge - W T - Ll - e

Tha problem is not uo wuch that the sheep sre bedding dowa on tha
ridges as this is falrly rocky, unproductive land as far as stock feed
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goese The major impact on the Monument's resources occcurs when the
sheep start thelr early morming faeding down the mountain slope toward
the Little Cottonwood Canyome It is here that they pose a atrong
threat to the quality of the Honument's watar supply and the foragas
that the local wildlifs depend upons .

The northern unit of the Monuwaent was originally included within its
boundaries primarily, Lf not solely, to obtain a source of drinking
water for the Monument's needss Ceologically speaking, there ls
little, Lf any, natural phencmens that would qualify for inclusion
within the Haticnal Monument. However, the lack of domestic livestock
grazing over the past 50 years within the core of this northern unit
has provided a vegetative covering that supports a sizeabls mula deer
population. * This herd has attractsd considersbla hunting pressura
along the Monument boundarics during the fall swascan and provides ite
shars of law enforcament problemss :

Two basic alternatives wers conaldered to resclve the problem: (1) to
request tha Buresu of Land mansgesent to ravoka the rancher's graxing
privileges on lands adjacent to the Homument, and (2) to consrruct a
sheep fence along the ridgelines of tha northern boundary in the
northarn unit of the Monumente

Altecnative (1) would, in essenca, either forcas the local ranchar out
of tho shesp raising businesaror requirs him to provida & Z4=hous
‘watel on hias sheep to prevent Trespasds Providing tha 24e-hour watch
would ba & costly measurs that the rancher could hardly afforde

Alternative (2) would allow the ranchar to continue his sheep-valsing
sctivities without fear of Honuwsent trespass, and it would reduca the
chancs that the springs within tha Honument (gourca of public drinking
water) would become contaminated by domestic stock. In addition,
there would be more food availabla for loaument wildlife due to
elimiration of tha shaep trespassd grazinge.

The fencsline would commence on the ridgeline just northaast of Peuk
7676 and climb the ridge to Pesk 7088 whers it would then head gensrs
ally acuthesst until 1T reached the Monument boundary st Peak 6607.
Trs length would be in the neighborheed of ons and onaeshalf wiless 43
mentioned earliar, the route would lie along rocky ridgelines whess
Licele or no vegetstloa axizsls. Thae fanca would consist of flve
strands of barbed wira supported cn matal posts six fael aparc with
threa matal stays betwsen each poste Wood posts and vock criue would
provide additicnal suppoxt at cownerd, fenca jage, and widsections of
tha fancallnae
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Thers axists a state law regerding fencing that will impeds game
travel (deer, antelope, atc.)e Standards require that pasaways ba
availabla for the game animalse. The Ideho State Fish and Game
Department, which waa contacted by phone, stated that they would not
require any game passageways due to the short length of the fenceline
and by reason that antelopa migration routes do not run through that
portion of the Monuments llowever, the haight of the fence must not
exceed 42 inches. I1f; in the future, it is learned that tha fenca
does indeed impede Zaua travel, alterations could be made to correct
the situation, such as gates or drop wire sections being incorporated
{nto the structuree

There ara no sitess on, or eligible for, the ulational Register of

Historic Places" in the project ares. &an archeological survey of tha

Monument was completed in 1966, and no significant archeological sites
, or properties were located. :

Construction of the fence line along the ridge is not 2 major federal
action significuntly affecting the quality of ths human envizonment

and doea not involve controversyes Therefore, NO environmental
agsesemant will be preparad, and ve will proceed with the projects
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