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VEMORANDUM for the Diresstore.

From time to time we bhave asisembled various data and gensral ivfope
mation conosraning sport and ocommercial fishing sstivities at Isxle Royeie
National Parke. These data have been compiled and we submi% herewith w
map ashowing the species present in the inland lakes and principls strexm:
of the park, also fishimg grounds used by the commeroisl fishermen ix
Iake Superior waters adjscsent to the park. The ocoler legend used fur
indiocating speciss in the lakes and streams iz in accordanes with yae
memorendun of December 6§, 1840. The statistiocal deta sonoerning the
oatoh of fish which we are attaching is taken from anmueal reports mads
t¢ the Miohigan State Conservation Department.

Although the Isle Royaule streams and lakes have besn noted o
fine sport fishing for meny years, the records indicats oply ous plart
of non=ccmmercisl speoies prior to 184l. In 1932, 8,200 seven mouxth
old brock irout were vlarnted in Sigkiwit River, Rook Harbor, and Tobins
Hervor. Undoubtedly, however, there have been several unresordsad plais
prior to 1932 by local residents and cthers interssted im fishing in
and near the park.

Sport fishing is the principle astivity of maxy park visitors,
however, sixty percent of it is in Lake Superior on the ssme grounde
as that usad by scumsrcial fishermen. The balance is in tho Iinlaxd
lakes with only a smell number of people fishing the short stresmz of
the parke lLaks trout and pike constitute ninety percemt of the sakek
by sport fishermen. Sport fishing has increased sonsidersdly the last
thres ysarse The increase is prinsipeily in fishing in the inlard
lakes. Froem prosent indicetions, the lakes osn easily support ar ix.
crease of several times the present volume of fishing bhefere arsificisl
propogebion to meintain the fizh would be neceseary. Feed sesssf tc be
sbundant and fisk plentiful in all of the mejor lakes. Eport fislimg
iz certauin to inorease oonsldersbly as travel to the park inerusasen
apd ag guides and bests are awveilable at various points in ths perk
and ov vhe irland lakese Sport fishing in and pear the park, whkils
important, ls not at present e problem. A Michigel licenss iz rsqui.sd,
of course, and for the presart at leoaat, the existing fedoral axd shbess
regulaztions gzive smple protection se far es the talko of sport fisk is
sonsernede It ¥ny leter become nsoassery to lmpose purely loeal regee-
lations but this doer not zcem Lo he reguirsd nowe
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Commercial fishing is of more immediete importance so far as the
administration of the park is concerneds It involves local residents,
federal and state regulations, cooperation with the State Conservation
Depertment, Federal Fish and Wildlife Service, as well as the Inter-
pational Committee on Greet lakes Fisheriese.

There are no definite records available to indicete when oormer-
cisl fishing opersations first began ot Isle Royale, but most of the
older fésidents - say it dates back to about 1860, As a matter of faot,
there are four residents of Isle Royale who have themselves fished
there for more than fifty years, continuously. Early fishing opers-
tions were based on use of sail boats and, for & time, small trewlers
were used with pond and trap nets before general regulations were mede
to contrcl the type of equipment and the teke of fishe 7Two or three
large companies were interested in commercial fishing at Isle Roymle, e
among these the Booth Company, which is still in existence, the H. d
Christiensen & Sons Company of Duluth, present operators of the mail s
boat to the parke In fact, the commercisl fishing there just about e
supports the operation of this oompany's boet from Duluth. |

| For meny years the state of Michigan has prescribed eontrol

; measures and regulations for commercial fishing at Isle Roysles. A
variety of species are taken for commercial purpossse The take at Ials
Royasle is, while smell, of oconsidersble importance to the group eof
fishermen living in the parke The average take for the twelve year
period, 1931 to 1941, inolusive, is 635,806 pounds sannually. This
includes lake trout, herring, whiteflsh, and mencminee.

The commerciel fishing operaticn &t Isle Royale is conduoted by
about thirty families, constituting eighteen separate operations.
Thirty-seven Michigan state ocommercial fishing licensea in all are
issued to the owners and employees at Isle Royale. About sixty-five 1l
persons obtain their livelihood from the commercisl fishing in the 1
parke Exocepting three families, all of these people move %o the Minnew !
sote and Michigan meainland during the winter pericd from November 15
to April 18. Three families have remafned in the park over winter for
the past severcl yearse Two of these, howsver, have children of sohool
ago and they must shortly move to the mainiand or errenge for home in-
structior for thoir children.

Fishing is conducted by the use of gill nets snd what is looallw
inow:n as top hooks or set linese. A survey mmde over the jegt three
vears shows that 786,000 feet of trcout gill nebts, T4,£1C feet of ror=-
ring gill nets, end 13,510 top hooks, 31 row boats or dories, and Z0 i
gesoline motor launchesx ars in use ir the opersiion in tho purk, Baved L
on reports required tc be made to the Michigen Corservetion Tevsrimavt, :
the tals quring the peet twelve ysers has avernged 635,605 pourds, the
synllest yess Leirng 1932 when 444,830 pounds were caughbt, wonlla 1005
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soems to be the largest year with 1,047,080 pounds. This take is

divided about fifty-four percemt of lake trout, forty percent herring,
five percent whitefish, while the balance is reprcsontod in e catech of
Menominees. The catch of whitefish has steadily doclined ‘from gix per=
eent in 1931 to eighi~tenths of one percent in 193@. ~%he ‘attached -
table shows oatohes for the twlve year period 1931\“ 1941 1nnlusive.

The money velue of the figh caught in the viciq{.ty ut Inle Royuls
varies, of sourse, from yesar to year. I940 and 1941‘ghow a total o

nearly $60,000 annuslly. It seems safe to mssume that<this anmuel cetch
would run pretty olose to $60,000 per year over the twelve year period.
Divided eamong the ocommercisl fishermen at the’ park and thair -employees,
this eonstitutes the principle source, if pot the only ome, slthough
& few of them heve minor winter mploymnt in lﬁmsoﬂ -.nd ‘Miebigan

@Lzod opposition to the perk from the pmroia.l n mn, their
united effort could eseily heve blocked or deleyed the project for
meny yesrse On this besis it was believed in gensral thet most of the
fishermen sould be ellowed to econtinue their cperatio ':?for &-few yours
or until e long renge progrem oould be worked out. . From presenmt indi-
¢ations, this plan has been sstisfactory and holpm £0°the park with
emly one or two exceptions. In actusl practice this pélicy will re-
sult in o gradual decline in the number of fishermen as +the ‘older pecple
pagss on end & few of the younger men move t¢ other fields. . Through
contyrel of the land end building the ssrvice ecan prevent any inoreasss
ir rezident fisherxen. Inm 1937, there were sbout thirty-seven femilies
aged in sonmeroisl fishing, Due to one or two deaths, and two or
29 Who have moved away, thiz number iz now reduced to thirty. Only
four o five of the totel nuwbsr of fichermer sctuslly own proper*:; 4
fuw hed esbeblished squetters?! rights but most of them had merely rented
#:sc;‘:;:i.n sitess &1L of thess eqguitien hsve now been acquired and spesisl
wss peredis lseuad te all individuals who ocoupy govermment cwned builde
use docks or other facilities. We bave adopted ths polisy of o
GEorm ahurges of I25.00 per year for all 8f the fishing familien,
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Under these permits the fishermen repeir the bulldings and dooks at
their own expense. The fishermen indicated a willingness to dispose
of cats and dogs end to conform to park regulations insofer &g mein-
taining sightly premises are conoerned, and with few exceptions, the
fishermen themselves oan be considered a pretty desirable clase of
people in the parke *

Commercial fishing near Isle Roymle has been subject to the same
abuse and claims and counter-cleaims as have commercial fishing grounds
in other parts of the Great Lakes. A few of the fishermen believe
that fishing will be ruined within s few years unless large batcheries
are established and extensive plantings carried on. Others believe
ohanges in the regulaticns will sccomplish the necessary corrections
while still others have other ideas. For & number of years the Fish
and Wildlife Service hatchery at Duluth has collected lake trout and
whitefish eggs with the cooperation oY the fishermene The superinten=
dent of the hatchery there was agked for a record of eggs teken and
fish plented back, but the only information he could give is quoted
herewith:

"The only figure I ean get together in which the Isle
Royale take of eggs seems to be segregated from the rest
of the lake, begins with the year 1916. Between 1516 and
1940, both inclusive, this station received 34,900,000
lake trout eggs and 42,000,000 whitefish eggs from that
locality. Between the spring of 1915 and June, 1940,
this station planted back around Isle Royale 81,000,000
lake trout fry and fingerlings, mostly fry, gnd 31,822,000
whitefish fry."

I believe that most of the field officials of the Fish and Wild~
life Servioe would like to see & more ocomprehensive plan for the taking
of eggs and hatching and replanting of fish worked out so fntﬁl the
whole of lake Superior is conoerned, as well as the vicinity'bf Isle
Royalee I believe they have mede some studies toward this end al-
though I know of no definite plans to establish hatoheries or rearing
ponds for commsrcial fisheriess

So far as the administration of the park is concerned, the come
mercial fishing problem will be with us constantlye Even though a
change in policy later on might eliminete the resident fishermen,
people from outside the area might ocome in with boats and fish waters
adjacent to the park notwithstanding any local reguletions to the
oontrary. I am inclined toc believe, therefore, that the best policy
for the future is to continue the present arrangement but allow no
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and eny wWell prepmured progrem of egg taking or planting which the Fish
and Wildlife Service might promulgstes or work out for sommercisl f£ish-
eries in the vicirity of the parka
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Oy to the Regional Director, Region Two. °




STATISTICAL REPORT COMMERCIAL FISHERIES
ISLE ROYALE CATCH IN POUNDS AND VALUE

1940 A

SPECTES POUNDS VALUE

Lake trout 346,213 $51,951.95

Leke Whitefish 10,020 1,903480

Menomines Whitefish 4,775 382,00

Herring 131,399 3,941.97

Chubs 280 42.00

TOTAL 492,687 $58,201.72

1941 l

Lake Trout 296,879 $50,469.43 !
Lake Whitefish 8,778 1,843.38 1l
Menominee Whitesfish 7,755 620440 !
Herring 237,245 8,896.689 |
TOTAL 550,657 $61,829.90 |

Twelve Year Average
1930 to 1941 inc,

*

SPECIES TOTAL POUNDS YEARLY AVERAGE :
Lake Trout 4,256,453 356,536 1lbs. g
| Lake Whitefish 128,625 10,719 "
; Menominee Whitefish 121,730 10,144 " |
! Herring 3,109,129 269,094
Chubs 11,324 944 "
TOTAL - 12 yrs. 7,627,261 635,606 "
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