
I 

O. L. vI? 1 , ·1 S 

l\~J.a"~jic Biologis''C 

UrJI"j:JID STP:..TES
 
DEPl:l1TJYTElIT OF ?.t1E TI':'J.·.L;l{IOR
 

YJ~TIOIrP.L PllRIC tiE}(ilICE
 
1'.Jasllillg~cn 25~ D. C.
 



• •

......-_ .. ,', ~ ...... 

"~ 

;..... 

.) l 

:2 

- :" ...... ""•••~. I;.·~ ~."". • ,. 
: 1',/.:. 1.-.1 <11&-" •• .. M. , ....... 

6 

12 

G:.lii~li:::e.:; :"~r:::..'" t1:.:.e :el""esa:;'~}'ation) t(:aJ:agcn:el:.t~ 

L"l·CCrr:'1"CP~'2.-ciG11 ::\M 3esC3J:~ch. of' i~qun-tic 

I) 15 

.) 170 

l~~_-:.1 

:\ 

"0 
",:.1.,; 

C 

DQJ 0 4) 

l.'7 
t;l .w 



UN!TED STATES 

DEPARTrYiENT OF THE INTERIOR 
I~ATIONAL PARK SERVICE	 ~:J:'."~ ~" fi ~ () 

IE..,'j'l"ISLE ROYALE NATIONAL PARK 

VIA 

lZIIORUDUll tor 1ihe Direotor. 

Froa tia.e to time ..... haye a••amled -nriOU8 da:ta and «eneral ~fare 

ma~1on oonoerDing aport and oammeroial tiahiDg activiti•• at I~l. RCf&l~ 

National Park. rh••• 4&1;& have be.a oomp11ed and .... lubai~ hertltri:th ~ 

-.p showing 'bhe .peei•• pr•••zrt in the 1nlazLd lake. aDd pr1Daip16 rRrftlla 

of the park, a180 t11hitlg p-ounda ueecl b7 the oCD:l8ra1a.l tiaher...n ill 
IAka Superior water. adjuen1; -to 'the park. The ooler leg_Dd used tc:-;,. 
indioating .peoie. 111 the lake. an~ .tr.... ia in aooordano. with ym.er 
memore.ndum ot Deoember 6. 1940. The .t;at;1at1oal da:ta oODDerDing -tM 
oa~oh of fish whioh we are a-ttachins 1. taken trom annuAl report. -.d" 
to the M10hipn Sta-t. COI1Sern."tion Departaell"b. 

Although the 1.1. Royale .-tr.... and lake. have b.sn J:2t)1:ed tor 
fine .porl fish1nc tor -.ny year., the recorda indicat.s oZ!l7 0,... pla::t 
of non.-oGImDBrcial apeoiea prior to 1941. In 1932. S.200 aeYel1 JDO=h 
old brook 'trou"t were plarlted in Siaki1l1t River. Rook lfarbor, aDd. !o'bina 
Harbor. Undoubtedly. hCJWeTer. 'there bave been • .,.....1 anreoordM! p1" 
prior "to 1932 ~ 100a1 ru14enta and other. inereA.ci 1& tt.h1q ia 
and n..ar the park. 

Sport tiah1n& i. -the principle ao~iTi~ of "Ill" park nattors. 
hOftTer. a1xty peroezrt of 11; 1. in Lake Superior OD. the .... p-0WMlaa. "that ua. 'by o_ro1&l nahen.-n. Ifh. DalaDD. 1. iJl tM 1~ 

lal:e. with 0:117 a maU !!I'!!Il)er of p• .,l. tlahiac 'th8 abort .-cr.... of 
the park. LaD ~0U"t AM pike oout'1wte a1Dny peroeDt ot the ()&~ch 

by aport tlahen.zL. Sport tiahinc baa iDGr...ed oOlUJi4erably the l ...-t 
thr•• year.. The 1nor..... i. pri:ncipa,lly in f1ahiDC 131 thAI 1nJ.;a.~ 

lake~. Froa pre.eDt iDd1oaii1ona. the lake. call ....111' 8\1J.'P'rt a~ ~. 

crease of aeTeral t1:mea tM pr•••nt "1'01,.. o~ tlald.D.& Mfere ar·o1t1oiifr,,1 
propogatiOl1 to -.1n;;a!n -thft f1ah 'lIOuld be neo•••a.ry. r.-4 ••• t.c t:. 
a:bundant and flah, plem-iful in all. of the major lakea. Sport fisl.tiag 
is oert...ill to lnareafJe cona1der&bly al travel to tho park Wrf1.&••" 
and &Q guides aDd bO!'~1;a are aTa~.la.bl.e a:t n.riO'la po1:rta in trw, p&r!~ 

and on the inla.nd laD.. Sport fi.~ in and n~r the p&l"k. v4&110 
imPOl~. i. :o.ot a"t pr•••nt a proble.~ A Mi.chiptn lioenss 11 r6qu.~j.~'~t~ 
ot 00Ul'S8, and. for -th~ pr••ant &~ 1~~ -th- cd.s1;ing t.ttOl~ &M t:1;&~.~ 

regul~tioua pTe sJftPle pre-t.ftO-t1o:a ae tar u the. t.aJ;o of :#port figh is 
#':roll.Cerned. It)llt7 later become u:&O.aae.r')' t.o l:npQ~e pu.retly loaal r1g~'" 

la.tic~ bt."t, i~;hiu doee: not aoem -to be ~q\rl.r4d now. 

'1 
! 

I 

j : 

,j " 



Commercial fiahing ia ot more immediate importance ao tar •• the 
administration of the park is ooncerned. I~ involve. looal r ••iQ..n~~a:" 

federal a.nd state regula~1ons. eooperat1on yn:th the Sta~8 COWlervation 
Department, Federal Fiah and W~ldlif'e Servioe. as well &s the Inter­
Dational COJl'lni:tt•• on Great takes Fisheries. 

i 

There are no definite records available ~o indioate when commer­
cia.l fishing operations fir.t began at Isle Royale, bu~ most of the 
older t ••14.$.~'\.ay 11; date. back to about 1860. A.a a matter of ta.o"t. 
there are four residents ot Isle Royale who have tbe~elTe. fished 
there for more than fifty years, continuously. Early tiah1ng opera­
tions were based on use of aail boats and. tor a t~e, lmall trawl&r. 
were used with pond and "trap net. before general reptlatioDil were :made 
to oontrol the "type of equipment and the take of tish. Two or three 
large oompanies were intere.ted in commercial fishing at 181. R01&le. 
among the~e t.he Booth CompanyJ which 1. .till in ex1.tenoe. the H. 
Christiansen &: Sons Company ot Duluth, present opera-toro of the JllLil 
boat to the park. In tact, the commeroial fishiD& there jU8t about 
support. the opera"tion of thi. oompany' & boat trom Duluth. 

For many year. the _tat. of Michigan has presoribed ooni;rol 
measures and regulations for oOJllm8roial f18hing at 1a1. Royale. A 
variety of species are t&ken for oammero1al purpo.... The ~ at Isls 
Royale i., while 8..11, of couiderabl. importance to the group .r 
fishermen liTiD& in the park. The averap -take tor the twelve year 
period, 1931 to 1941. inolus1ve, i. 836,606 pounds ~aDJ1ualJ.y. Thie 
include. lake "trout. herring. wh1tefiah. and :menomin••• 

-.The oommeroial filhing operation at I.le Royale is coDduoted by 
about thirty t&m11ie•• oOD8tituting eighteen aeparat. opera-tiona. 
Thirty..seven ltLohigan ."bate oommercial fishing lioenses in all are 
issued -to the owners and employees at 1a1e Royale. About aixty..tive 
persons obtain their livelihood trom the oOJllDereial .f'ishinc ill -the 
p&rk~ Excepting three fam11iea. allot th••e people move to the )li.nn&­
aota and Michigan mainle.nd during the winter period from November 15 
"to April 15. Three familie. haTe rSDa1ned in the park aver ~'iDt8r for 
-the past severnl years. 'l'wo ot these, however, haTe ohildren of sor.1oo1 
ago and they 1I1Ust allortly mD'Ve to the mainland or e.rrl!.nge ~or home in.. 
Btruetio~ for thoir children. 

Fisro.llg is oonducted by the use of gill nets and ..hat ia lOfJo.ll~1' 

~0f(;.'1 ac -top hooks or =.-t linos. A. S1.u-\"'flY If&de over tlw ?&Irt thre~\ 

years shows ~hat 786,000 t ••~ of trcllt gill nets. 74.E1C reet of Ltir­
ring gill :l.ata_ and 13,010 top hooks .. 31 raw boat. or dori8H p lI.nCl. ~O 

be-solin.e !Il':Ji;ar ~aUIlChe~ ars in use ill the operli,"'~iou. in tho pul·k. n~'raa. 

on repol-ts raquired to be made to the ltiohigen Con:i6rve.tion r'e~·~':'~"...'1~~·t:~t .., 

the ta.kf; ciu.~in~ tho pe..r"c; tweelve Y&ElrG fJJ.l\; &V(,11'l~g~(: 63fj~605 pouL'.dc r:.' 'Cl'.2 

s:Dnllest :\tec: l/el.r~g 1932 'Then 444; .. 6:50 P01~(I.:; wertS "ti.~.l{;i.t:t w!u..ll.~ i~:~,!j 
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....!to.!'....:, • 

..... to b. the larie.t ,ear with 1~041.086 p~.. !hi. take il 
tiyided about ti:rt,,-tour pero_ of lake trout."~~ort-T peroeat herring, 
tiTe peroent wh1tetilh, while the balance 1. repr•••nted iJl & catch of 
IienOlS1ne... 'the oa-tch of whitefish hal steadily ~11n.ci:'~om IU: per­
••zrt; in 1931 'bo e1ght-'ten-tha ot one percent, 111 19~ .};"h8~!&t'taohed . 
table .how. oatohea tor the twlve ;rear pe~i~d, ~9S1\O ~~l ..i~lUSive. 

The money Talue of the rich oaught in the TicW-ty· ~ Ia1. Royale 
varies. ot .ourse, trom year to. 78u. ];9f.O and 1941~how. ~ 1;otal ..:r 
nearly t80,ooo annually. It .e_ 88.1'•. to a..~,.~~,t~., ~l ••:tch 
would run pre"," 010•• to teo,ooo per ,...~"OTer\..:~,: .•'·1i"!~~~{7ear period. 
Divided among -the 0 OIIn8rcial filhermen .. a:t .~~'~ 'p~~.;.:~~ :~t.l~ ,:.emplcyees.t 
this conatiwtes the principle .ouroe..··'·~ ~Poi; ..'th.:j~~~;,~~~p·;~j ..al'bhough 
& tfnl of thea bave minor wixrter emplOJ1l8~,;~..::~::.~~~.~~:i~~ ~·~.h1can 
whioh helps "to acme extent in thei.r ...1~••. :'-S.-r~l~~·;,Qt them CRn1 
hem.e ill I1Jmeao'ta and moat all of the ··oh11dr.J1·arin4,:~;··.oiiGol;~ereo 

" .' _:~<:S~:~!~~~>':~:~'t~':'-;.', -. 
!here does not aeem to be azry .Ti~.,: ,~h&t ~~1~,<~.ommer01al £i81p 

1ng haa been 4c.rtrimenUt-l to the ••"tabl~.~~~:i·.~Dd .. U8,!::.~\~}r./~i.~:.~ar- .a a 
nationa.l park. J.ctually. I believe tiat ... ~hj~ ."pr•••••,...~~~.<~.·.·.JoClDDl8rei ..l 
fishermen at 1a1. Royale has -to sam. ,~t·~~~~<¥~:;.f'.·.~.and pro­
tect; the area c1uriD& the year. pre6ediil&~';~f!"~.~~blJ;!~~~~~"a<_park. 
When the area wa. au-chorised tor D&tl~.1··.:·~J&rt ~.~,;;*;_~r.~.y·of 
the te.m1l1•• engaged in oommercia.l· t1~~~~~ ~,1.:»a.~.~~;~:landand.....:.. 
properti•• apprai••d alon& wi~ ~her ...pr::~;t1~ .•.,~:;~.:;~~~~~~~·~j:>~When .~Di. 
purcbaae waa actually .ta.rtea in" '19~5..<;·.DI.~::~t_ -~ .:~1'~~;:.,·~· '~9S7 ~ .1t ~ . 
1m.8 neeesaary -tC:' determine a ba.io 'policy'"~~ .ref.,r~~'~"~·:~t~·:~.~·~oiAl 
tiahin; if the park was to be ••-t&blilhed·. ):~~iU~.J:1ou.p·~~~t•.··_.·1l0 '-··or­
p.11ize4 oppoillitiOD 'bo the park fr_ the '~~",!!e.ro.~-~~iitit-D.- their 
\U1i'ted effort Gould 8&8i17 have blocked ·or>,;.·!l..l~78d....A",~·~:proj~t .for 
na~ year.. On thl. basia it. ~sbeli.v.·4.".·#i,i.~:·.;~~~t:,.-t 'of .the 
fiaher'men cOl1ld be allowed i;o oontinue ·th'~~· ·>~r~~~~r1irt.or~:._.&·~·f... ~'\r. 
cr until & loZte range program oould be Worbd~ ,oui;.-=,~.';i;FrPa pfttiieJrt; indi­
cationa, thi. plan baa b••n aatlataotor,- ~··~~ip~.·"-~~.:~h.~'t:.. park nth 
only one or two ezoep'tiou•. '111 ao~l pra~1:io. 1:hi.~;·'Y·po~1oj:':w;tll. ~ 

ault in & p'~dm\1_4.~1~. 1D the l1\11Dber o~·f1.he~Jl· ..a. ;the.,·,:older people 
f4\l~ on ant a t.. ot the younger msn moTe t~ ert;her 1'1.14. .:!hrough 
control of the land and building the lem.~. oa.n pre:vent &~'·inor_s&. 
i~ rasid~nt riaher~ne In 1987. there were about ~-• .v.n.£amiliel 
en~a~d in o~roial fisr.J.ng. Due to one or two c1ea:~~.. and ~ or 
tbrra~3 w!i,o havo mDV1$d away~ ~hi3 number il nOlI" reduced to :thir'ty. Only 
fC"'llo or fiv$ of the t~,al number of :filbf:Jr:en actU&l~y, ..owa propert:t- A 
f:'1-Pf! llli.d t'fs~bli~b.9d iiqus.t-ters! rights but moat of them. lad merely rcrtteC. 
~r;..b:Ln aitfjm ~ All of thes6 et;p..uties haTe n~ been aoquired and lpeoie.l 
'u.~~~ p~~:'l~dt.a is.3~A.ad. tc~ 9.11 lndividtmla who oooupY &oyermnent ~...J!;d bu.ild­
':,,~:tg:A or ti.:SO doo1t~ er ot:h~t" f~,tlill·ti.es. We h&ve adopi:ed "thepo11ey of ~l 
';;:;;:..~,:~~:r::'-~ ;::h.~:')g~~ (Jf $~~~T}t!!OO p't'tr ~~..1" tor all .t the fishing fUiili.;e~ 
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Under these permi~s the fishermen repair the building. and dookB a~ 

their awn expense. The fishermen indioated a ~11ingne8s to diapoae 
of cats and dogs and to conform to park regulationa in.afar as -.in­
taining sightly premises are ooncerned. and with r.. exceptions. "the 
fishermen the~8~vea oan be co~1d8r8d a pr.t~y desirable ola.. ot 
people in the park. E 

Commerci&l fiahing near Isle Royale bas been subjeot to the ~ 

abuse and olai~ and coun~er-olatma a. haTe commercial tiah1ng grouads 
in o-ther part. of the Great Lakes. A tfIW of the :fishermen believe 
~hat fishing will b. ruined within a few year. unless large ba~ch.r1•• 
are establiahed and extensive planting. oarried on. other. believe 
ohange. in the regula~iona will accompliah the neoe.sary oorrectiona 
while still others have other ideas. For a number ot year. the Fl•• 
and Wildlife Servioe hatohery a~ Dulu~h baa collected lake trou~ and 
whi-tefish eggs with the cooperation or the filhermen. The 8uperini;en­
den~ of the ha:tchery there was asked for a record of egg_ taken and 
fish planted back. but the only information he could give 1s quoted 
herewith, 

"The only figure I can get ~ogether in which the Ial. 
Royale take of egg. ..em8 to be segregated trom the re.t 
or -the lake# begins with the year 1916. Brbween 191£ and 
1940. both inclu8iTe, this .tation reoei"'ed 34.900,000 
lake trout egg. and 42.000.000 whitefiah egg_ trom ~bat 

looality. Between the spring of 1915 and June. 1940, 
-this sta-tion planted back around Isle Royale 81.000.000 
lake trout fry aDd ~ngerliDg•• lDDstly fry. ptd 31.822,000 
whii;e:f'ish try•• 

I believe that mo.~ or the field official. of the Fiah and Wild­
lit. Service 'Would like "to se. a more oomprehensive plan tor the t;a]dDg 
of eggs and hatching and replazrting of fish worked ou-t 80 ta~. "the 
whole of Lake Superior i. aonoerned••••ell a8 the vicinity'bf 1.1. 
Royale. I believe they have Dade acme studies "toward thi. end al­
though I know of no definite plana to establish hatoheri•• or rearing 
ponda for oommeroial fisheri••• 

So far as the administration ot the park 18 concerned.. the co»­
mercial fiahing problem will be with U8 oonatar.rtly. Even though a 
change in policy lLter on ~gh~ eliminate the re.ident f18he~n. 

people from outside the area might oome in with boat. and tuh wa1;era 
adje.cent to the park ntrCwith.-t&D.ding any local regulationa to ~he 

oontrary. I am inclined to belieT., theretore. that the be.t po1ic1 Ii 
il·for tl~ future is to oon-tinu8 the pre.eDt arrangement but allow DO i i 
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3er~i.oc ia obJ.iGated to coopor. 0 WJ.
 
And a.ny .e:l.1 prepti.rcd pro~e..m ot~ egg takill~ or plam~ng wh1.t!h "the Fi.h
 
and W~~dlj£5 Servioo ~~ht promu1gRt~ or work OU~ £or Gommsrai&l fiah­
eries in the T~c1r~~y o~ ths park.
 

Oy "bo "the RegionAl Di.rec"bor. Regj.on Two. 
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STATISTICAL REPORT COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 
ISLE ROYALE CATCH IN POUNDS AND VALUE 

SPECIES 

Lake trout 
Lake Whitef1ah 
Menominee Wbitefiah 
Herring 
Chuba 

TO'fAL 

Lake Trout 
Lake Whitefish 
MenoBdnee Whitefiah 
Herring 

TCTAL 

SPECIES 

Lake Trout 
Lake Whi-tef1ah 
Menominee Wh.itet1sh 
Eerring 
Chubs 

TOTAL - 12 yr_. 

. ! 

"' 
, ~ 

; i 1940-ti· 

POUNDS 

346,213 
10,020 
4,775 

lSl,399 
280 

492.681 

1941 

116,879 
8,778 
7,755 

237.246 

560,657 

Twelve Year Average 
1930 to 1941 inc. 

TOTAL POUNDS 

4,256,453 
128.. 625 
121,730 

3,109~lZ9 

11,324 • 

7,62.7,261 

--0-­

ij, 
I 

VALUE 

$51.9S1.95 
1.903.30
 

S82.00
 I3,941.97 I: ' 42.00 
.:\ 

$58,201.12 
I : 

I : 

*50,469.43 
1 .. 843.:5.8 

620.40
 
8,896.69
 

161,829.90 

• 
YEARLY AVERAGE 

356.5~6 lba. 
10.719 It ,.
10..1" 

259.094 11 

944 •
 
635,606 II
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