B EE e EE = ER O ER O EE B B B B B B N

-’

CONCORD AND SUDBURY RIVERS

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION:  +

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, NORTH ATLANTIC REGION
i5 STATE STREET, BOSTON, MA 02109



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
North Atlantic Region

15 State Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02109

iN REPLY REFER TO:

CONCORD AND SUDBURY RIVERS
USER GUIDE
--RESOURCE DESCRIPTION--

This project has been a joint undertaking of the major landowning agencies located along
the Concord and Sudbury Rivers on cooperation with the principal environmental
organizations dedicated to their protection. The North Atlantic Region of the National
Park Service, with the support of the State and Local River Conservation Fund has
served as the catalyst for the effort.

It is the intent of the project that the information contained in the Resource Description
eventually be published as a practical guide for river users. The user guide should serve

both recreationists and adjacent landowners by encouraging an improved appreciation of
the resources along the rivers and a heightened sense of conservation stewardship among
river users,

The principal participants in the project have been:

US National Park Service
North Atlantic Region
Minute Man National Historical Park
Lowell National Historical Park
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge
MA Department of Environmental Management
Lowell State Heritage Park
Scenic Rivers Program
Bay Circuit Program
MA Department of Environmental Quality Engineering
SuAsCo Watershed Association
Sudbury Valley Trustees

A special note of appreciation is due Richard Walton of Concord who auvthored the canoce
narrative and resource description.

Few rivers in America have enjoyed the wealth of historical and cultural events as the
Concord and Sudbury, The banks of the rivers portray the continuim of our country's
history. Undeveloped woodland and wetlands rich in wildlife, rocky agricultural lands
bounded by stone walls, the forever famous site of "the shot heard 'round the world",
remnants of the canals, dams and mills of the birth of the industrial revolution, and the
superstructures of modern high technology industry are all fo be seen by even the most
casual of canoeists. In a region blessed with an abundance of natural and cultural
resources, the Concord and Sudbury Rivers standout and merit heightened appreciation,
protection and use,

Steven Golden, Program Manager
Branch of River and Trait Conservation
¥arch 17, 1987
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CONCORD/SUDBURY RIVERS USER'S CODE

All of us are the rivers' custodians. We urge you to follow the River User's Code.

[. Enjoy the rivers and help protect their bountiful life.

3.

--Avoid direct contact with animals.
--Refrain from picking wildflowers, damaging plants, or collecting of any kind.

Keep the river waters clean.

--Please do not pollute the water and report evidence of others polluting it.

Respect private property along the river banks.
- ~-Much of the land along the river is in private ownership and is closed to public

use. If you wish to camp or picnie, you must obtain permission first from the
property owner, -

--When portaging around waterfalls in Framingham, North Billerica, and Lowell
take the least disruptive route to the next launch site.

Respect public londs along the river banks,

--Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge was established to protect wildlife in
its natural habitat. Please think of yourselves as guests in the wildlife's home and
behave as such.

--Minute Man National Historical Park, lLowell Nationa! Historical Park, and
Lowell Heritage State Park were established to protect and interpret important
events in our nation's history. Please treat their cultural resources with the
respect they deserve.

Use designated public river access sites to reach the rivers.

--Park so you do not interfere with traffic or block others' access to the rivers.
--Lock your car and protect all valuables.

--If there is not a designated boat launch in your community, contact your local
conservation commission and help establish one.

Be cautious about fishing or swimming in the rivers.

--Due to pollution, fish caught in some sections of the rivers should not be

eaten, Follow the instructions posted at access points regarding fishing.
--Swimming is dangerous in most parts of the rivers and should only be done under
close supervision. ’

Plan your trips.and be familiar with the section of the river you are using.

--Wind can overpower small boats. Do not underestimate the difficulty of
paddling into the wind.

--The upper reaches of the Sudbury River generally are too shallow for boating.
--Be careful! to take boats out of the water well above the dams in Framingham
and North Billerica, and Lowell. Extreme caution should be used at all waterfalls.

8. Comply with State and local laws governing boating, fishing, hunting and trapping

9. Respect others use and enjoyment of the rivers.

along the rivers.

—All boaters, fisherman, hunters, and trappers must obtain the proper licenses.
--Hunters and trappers shouid not hunt or trap in posted areas, including all
federal lands.

-~All boaters must carry a Coast Guard approved life preserver for every person
in the boat, and should avoid exceeding the boat's load capacity.

--Rivers are one of the best places to escape the hustle and bustle of our busy
world and to enjoy nature. Please help protect the peaceful qualities of the
rivers. Powerboaters should recognize that a large wake can endanger small
boats and keep wake to a minimjum at all times.
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CANCE NARRATIVE

I Cedar Swamg Pond

The high waters of early spring make it possible to cance to the
source of the Sudbury-Concord rivers, & oocd place to begin an
upstream Jjourney is at a launch site at the scuth end of the Fruit
Street bridge on the HopKinton -~ Westborough line., @& dirt road
adlacent to the entrance for the Southboro Rod & Gun Club leads down
to the river, Although the straight line distance from the bridge to

the pond is less than twe miles, the <inuous path of the river,
shallows, and occasional abstructions can make this a tough pull,

The headwaters of the Sudbury River srnakKe back and forth through
smartweed shcals, sedaoe meadows, and cattail stands, as well as
passing along second growth woodlands composed mainly of red maples,

_The Black-winged Damselfly, with his emerald-green body, is fregquently

seen along the river and »ou may encounter your first ones here.
Stands of buttonbush grow around the perimeter of the Cedar Swamp
Ford., Unfortunately the white cedars, for which the cwamp ic named,
are alt but cone. Thirty vears ago a pair of Marsh Hawks (now called
Northern Harriers) nested near the pond and their courtehip aritics
were & highlight for bird watchers. Although these graceful hawke
have not been reported therc tately, thic is still a good axrea to
observe birds, Spring migrants include White-throated Sparrow,
Ruby-crowned Xinglet, varicuse warblers and Ructy Blackbird, The
canoeist should also be on the lookout for nesting Yellow Warbler,
Red-winged Blackbird, and variocus ducke. The trogt fishing can be
excellent along this stretch as annual stocking occurs here,

The area of the Cedar Swamp Pond also has an interesting cultural
history., The lazt quarter century, in particular, has been eventful.
The paddler starting off for the pond soon becomes aware of several
man-made intrusions. While Route 495 and the Massachusetts Turnpike
pases directly over the river just west of the Fruit Street bridge, the
rails of Amtrak parallel the Sudbury on the north. These arteries aof
commerce not only increase the flow of traffic though the arez, but
also attract business. Tweo decades ago, as an increasing number of
corporations built facilities in the area, the Cedar Swamp was
threatened. Forces urging development cited increased tax revenue,
Jobe, and even the filling of the swamp itself ac the positive
benefits of such a program. Others pointed to the benefits of thiz
important wetiand: as a natural holding ares for large volumes of
water during cotential flood pericds, a2z & resource for wiidlife, and
&S & hiatural zrea to be enjoved bty people. For a while the commercial
interests helc the upper hand. The Cumberland Farms project a«lone
developed over ninety acres. In 1773, aftter considerable fighting,
the Cedar Swamp was designated an Area of Critical Environmental
Concern by the state. Subsequently, studies were initiated teo
determine how best to protect Cedar Swamp. Ore result was that
twentr-eight acres were purchased for protection by the Sudbury Valleyr
Trustees, There are, however, =tiil pressures to develop the
perimeter of tne swamp. The effectz of future events in this critical
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DESCRIPTIVE CANOE NARRATIVE




rea wirll be felt not only locally but aiso coanztream alang the
rtire length of the raver,

IT Southborough to Ashliand

The Sudbury River flows east from the Fruit Street bridge through the
communities of Westborough, Southville and Cordaville ( both sections
of Scouthtorough) and on to Ashland. The distance from the Fruit
Street bridge downstream to the Ashland-Framingham reservoir is a
little cver five miles. Thic section is not recommended for the
flatwater canceist since it contains many rapids, dams, shallows,
narrows, and cbstructions. Even at its best (periode of high water),
canoeing tne entire stretch involves repeated portages, wading,
bushwackKing, and plain hard work. For the incorrigible, and those
wishing to do one or two sections on the upper Sudbury, the following
descripticn should be of help.

Below the Fruit Street bridge the Sudbury ie & narrocw stream passzing
though 3 heawily-wooded secticon. This area may be at its best in
Auguet when the cardinal flower and csweet pepperbush are in bloom, but
this is normally & time of low water — makKing the paddle even more
difficult. The Cedar Street bridge ie approximately & mile down
stream and below this bridge the stream widens a bit, eventually
opening into & mill pond just above & dam. & zcrtage is possible
along the railroad tracks to River Street. Carry across the river and
launch azlong Aiken Road on the south bank of the sztream. The area cof
the mill pond, dam, and mill works is interesting to investigate., The
mill was in operation during the Civil War, supplying cloth and yarns
for uniforms and blankets. An attractive stone bridge spans the
ruching water of the Sudbury below the dam. Farther downstream the
Sudbury passes through a meadow area on the right and parallels the
raslrocad tracke on the left. The stream is generally narrow and flat
here, with occasional obstructions and rapids. Soon, the Sudbury
passes under the railroad tracke and remains on the north side of the
tracks for the remainder of thiz section. At a point marked roughly»
by Endicott Street in Ashland, the stream widens some as it continues
east to the Cordaville Road bridge.

The cection of a littie over a mile, between the Cordaville Road
br . dg= and Endicott Street is recommendsed for those who want to take 3
eshicrt paddle on the upper Sudbury, Put in above the Cordav.’ = Foad
bridge and paddles upsteam to Endicott Street, or to the point where
cbstructions make further progress difficult. At the bBridge »ou will
firnd large bed¢ of picKerelweed, while alders and purple lcozestrife
are cocmmon +farther upetream.

Below the Cordaville Road bridaoge the river widenz inteo a pond jucst
above a dam. Below the dam the Sudbury becomes very nartow and rocky
with some shallow secticns that are difficullt (or impossiblel) to pacssz.
Cnce through these narrows the stream opens up as it approachez the
dam at Myrtle Street, It 1= possible to put & cance in at the corner
of Pine Hill Street and Myrtlie Street and paddlie upstream for 3 short
distance through & pond-like section of the river.




Below tne Myrtle Street bridge the Sudbury squeezes by overgrown
banke, flats, and repeated obstructions as it passec along bereath the
Concord Street arnd Fountain Street bridges. By the time the Sudb.iry
reachesz the Union Street bridgoe in Ashland the stream has widened =z
bit but there are many shallow areas to deal! with. Below Union Street
the river is joined from the scuth by Coid Spring Brook a short
distance above the entrance to the reservoir. No Boating is allowed
on the recervoir,

For thcze who choosze not to canoe this stretch, a hike or drive alcng
the Sugbury over thies sectiocn will be interesting. Investigations of
the old mill works, bridges, and dams will add & touch of
archeoiogical myrstery to the natural sights and sounds. From west to
east, following the Scuthville Road, the Cordaville Road, and Pleazant
Street will take you on a route that parallels the river’s cource.
Fruit Street (HopKinton), Bridge Street and River Street
(Southborough), and Howe Street (Ashland) take you across the Sudbury
at various pointz.

For the angler there is good reason to cample variouz spots along the
upper section of the Sudbury River. This is a favored area for
fishing because of the Rainbow, Brook, and Brown trout stocKed by the
Massachusetts Division of Fisheriecs and Wildlife. <(see note on
Advieory regarding mercury contamination in the Sudbury River)

IIl Reservoir #2 and Reservoir #1

Between Ashland and Framingham the Sudbury River has been dammed ar
impounded to form tweo reservoirs. No boating or fishing iz allowe-
here. However, the hicstorical background and present—-dayr controvercy
surrourding these reservoirs is an important chapter in the river~ s
story. In the third quarter of the nineteenth century anm increace i Fi
Boston“s population and industry prompted the city to seek alternata
water sources. Ultimately, it was decided to impound the waters o<
the Sudbury at Framingham and transport them via aqueduct toc Bostor.
In all, seven reservoirs were created in the Upper Sudbury River
watershed. Two of these, Resevcir No. 2 and Reservoir No. | overf: cw
the original course of the river., Between 1872 and 1931 the river was
drawn down on a regular basics to fill the needs of the Metropolitar
Boston area. In 1894, because of a malaria scare, the state board of
health investigated the wetlands of the Sudbury River Walley. &
cambinztion of diversion and pollution was having devastating af+ezt
on the river system and the state began lookKing elsewhere for wate-,
Fortunately, the Wachusett FReservoir was completed in 18%2 and,
together with the subsequent Guabbin system, provided relief for t-=
Sudbury., MNevertheless, Bosten centinued to divert some Sudbury River
water through 1931. Presently, in the 19303, Boston is reconsider:ing
ite water needs and the Metropolitan District Commicesicon (MDC) has
reactivated plans to divert wster from the Sudbury. #Although the
actual effects of =zuch a diversicn are disputed, the contemplated
draw-downs woulc reduce the flow of the river and concentrate
pollutants. Diversion would alse affect important wildlife habt:-
inc water resources downstream. The yltimate resclution of this<
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confl.-t of interests will have far-reaching effects on the Sudbur
River Walley.

IV Reszervoir MNo. 1 COutlet to Saxonuville Dam

In Framingham at Winter Street the waters of the sudbury are released
over tne dam of Reserwvoir No. 1| and recommence their natural flow
north and exst. The paddle from this outlet toc the Saxonville Dam
COVETES apprcximately four miles. A puli-off at the brick building
provides & place to unload your canoe and supplies. Ample parking 1%
available arcung the corner of Maple Street at Framingham State
College parking lot. Launch on the northeast side of the bridge or
from the field along the southwest bank of the river.

The upper reaches of this section has ite share of obstacles, mostly
downed trees, but these can be negotiated without much difficulty.
Farther along, beside and beyond (north of) the Massachusetts Turnpike
the river widens and provides plenty of room for maneuvering. Twc
dams should be anticipated. A small (2-3‘) structure crosses the
river towards the end of the easterly traverse of the Massachusetts
Turnpike. A large sign on the left bank (north) warns of a whirlpool
and undertow; & short (10 yards) portage (left bank) can be made in
the vicinity of the sign. Upon reaching Saxonville, you will see the
brick factories, smoke stacke, and the "Roxbury Carpet" sign, and need
to take out on the right bank before the substantial dam (237+7.

Ade you Vaunch your capwe at Winter Street check the pool beside the
bridge for ducks. Heading downstream yoOu will find yourself 1n &
fairly narrcw porticon of the river overhung with various deciducus
trees and shrubs. Red maples and dogwood are common gpecies alona the
banke and in several places wild grapes cling to the shrube. Common
Grackies nest in the thickets. Also watch for biuegills swimming
beside your cance. Soon after passing under & railroad bridge »ou
will see a large, brick building on the right. Chimney Swifts and
Rock Doves (Commor Pigeons) seem tc be the main cccupants of thi=s old
Framingham incinerator building. The next two bridges are at Franklin

Street and Union Street.

One of the most abundant aquatic plants along the rivers is coontal)
or hornwart. In fact, as You paddie alonag, there will be places where
this plant forms thick beds which will impede your progQress. Coontzil
grows to eight feet in length and is composed of a main stem with
whorlz of forked leaves at intervals along the stem, At times it
trails downstream in thick clusters with the upper section flogating on
the curface. 1In quiet, deeper waters, numercus coontzi) plants form
attractive shoals that look like coral. Once out of water, however,
the plant coilapses into a disappointing ctringy mass. Some cocntail
is eaten by muskrats and ducks are said to eat the fruits,

coon after the Route @ bridge, which noicily reminds the paddler t
one is never far from civilization on the sudbury, the river =wings
right and then quickly left. Here, at the bend, a picturesque coue
with & rock-lined =hore and bedz of white water 1ilies make thiz 2




pleasant place to pa.ze. Eastern Kingbirds are uzually :n summer
residence here; you © cht take soms time to watch the birdsz
“flycatching.® Larcez willows also occcur along the strezm here,
particularly in the z-eas where there are homes. After the Centrazl
Street bridge the river swinge in an easterly direction and fol)ows
the Magszachuzsttes Tur-c:ke. Alder and some birch line the shores and
yellow pond tily grow: in abundance., The river broaden: briefly and
thiz is where the firzt dam iz Jocated ‘portage on the left),

iL

The area of the oot oridge, located just downstream of the small dam,
is an alternate launch and takeout site. MAs you pass under the
Maccsachucsetts Turnpike bridge note the Barn Swallow nests and their
occupante, These forked-tail swallows seem to have adapted well to
the rush of traffic zpove their abodez. Barn Swallowes zlso help to
keep insect populations in check, Shortly after the turnpike the
river opens into the impoundment created by the Saxonville Dam. This=
is a good area to paddie along the banks and enjoy the birdlife.
Species found regularly here in summer are Great Blue Heron, Northern
Oriole, and Cedar Waxwing., On the logs along the banks, if the day is
sunny, there are usually a few painted turtles.

Be sure to take cut well before the dam upstream on the right bank.
The dam itself and the brick factory buildings have an interesting
history., The earliecst mills along the Sudbury and Concord rivers were
concentrated in three places: at Southborough where the upper portion
of the river drops rapidliy, at Saxonville, and on the lTower portion of
river at various fallz in Billerica and Lowell., At Saxonville, the
eighteenth-century colonial grist mill was replaced by a woolen mill
in 1823, By 1827 this mill began toc manufacture carpet yarns.

V Saxonville to Route 27

This section of the river covers a little less than six milez., A
portage around the Saxonville Dam is necessary if »you are continuing a
paddle from up river. Take out well before the dam (csee previous
section) and carry across Central Street and down Purchase Street
where it is necessary to negotiate a rather steep bankK to the river sz
edge. If you are beginning vour trip on this portion of the river,
consider launching at the end of Littie Farm Road. Although this
omits a small section of the river, the convenience (easy access and
parking) of the launchit site makes it worthwhile.

With Saxonville at your back, ¥ou wan’f have to concern vourself with
dams or other man-macde obstructions until the portion of the river at
Billerica. This section, between Saxonwille and Route 2V, providez s
good sample of the various habitate along the river., Starting ocut in
an urban setting, the river moves through deciduous wocdlands on its
way to extengive river meadows. Here too, the characteristically flat
gradient of the lowsr Sudbury becomes apparent as relatively straight
reaches of the river sre interrupted by cccasional meanders.

Directly below the Szxonville Dam, the fairly swift waters of the
Sudbury squeeze through an urbanized area. Paved bankz, retaining



waile, and submerged shopping carts may remir= the paddler of the
negative effects our citiez can have on riverz. Flood controil
projects are apparent in the area of the dam. Gradually, as one
paddles downstream, the current slowe and the Sudbury movee on to &
quiet wooded section, By the time vyou reach the oxbow at Little Farm
Road the scene is decidedly more rural. At high water you may want to
explore the oxbow itself, This older porticr of the river‘s bed was
cut off in the late 1950c when & shorter, straighter cource replaced
the large meander., Pod Meadow, at the eastern end of the oxbow, is a
good place to search for mareh bird: and muskrats.

Continuing down river from the oxbow will sccn bring you beneath a
foot bridge and steel aqueduct which arches cver the Sudbury. The
agueduct carries a steady flow of water to Metropolitan Boston from
the Wachucett Reserwvoir. Much more attractive is the stone bridge
immediateiy downstream from the aqueduct and the new automcbile
bridee. Officially Stone‘’s Bridge, four arches of this nineteenth-
century structure remain stretched part way across the Sudbury.
Although legend had it that the sixty cannon dragged from Fort
Ticonoeroga to Boston to aid George Washington in the seige of Boston
came across this very bridge, Edwin Way Teale’s persistent digging
uncovered a date for the stone bridge which was inconsistent with the
tegend. Thoreau, in 1859, mentioned that the bridge was constructed
in 1837; no doubt the cannon were brought across the river on an
e¢arlier bridge at the same location.

Not far down river from the Stone’s Bridage you will begin to notice
the National Wildlife Refuge =igns. From this point, north along the
river for twelve miles, most of the river’s edge and adiacent marsh
are within the boundaries of the Great Meadows Natignal Wildlife
Refuge (GMNWR>. The refuge encompasses soms 3000 acres of wetland anc
second-growth woodland. The primary purpose of the refuge is to
provide and protect habitat for wildlife, especially migratary
waterfowl. Hunting and trapping are not allowed in the refuge, cor on
those portions of the Sudbury and Concord rivers that lie within
refuge boundaries.

The river’s path in this southern portion of the refuge passesz through
a wooded section (some sassafras and swamp white cak) where Red-eved
Vireo, Scarlet Tanager, and Northern Qriocle nest. At the point where
the Sudbury swings right (east) there is a high bluff on the left and
a more open view toc the right. The transition along this portion of
the river is significant. Gradually the woodlands are left behind an:z
are replaced by the river meadow and marsh which dominate the
riverscape for man» miles to the north. Soor after passing berneath
the power lines »you will enter a zseriec of switchbacks or meanders.
Besicss thick beds of coontail growing in the river, you will notice
stancs of gracsses, sedges, buttonbush, and cattails alony the bankz,
Just north of the meanders is Heard’=z Fond.

Heard’s Fond and the adixcent Heard Farm iz an interesting place to
stop and expleore. Two landing sites can be used: cne on the south
¢ide of Heard Farm where a tree line comes down to the river {(juzt
before the river swings north); and another on the east side of the




farm (approximately one-third of a mile after the river swinge north’i.
Fre-ccionial artifacts indicate that Indians frequented this area., Th=
Jand was originally granted to Herbert Felham (hence the use of the
name Felham Isltand for the immediate vicinity) in the seventeenth
century. By the end of the eighteenth century Richard Heard had
purchased controlling interest in Pelham Island., Heard deeded the
land to hic four sons who each worked his own farm. Portions of the
land have, 1n fact, been farmed continuously since that time. In 1770
when proposed developments threatened to end thics tradition, the
Sudbury Valley Trustees purchased Heard Farm., Subsequently the town
of Wayland bocught the land from SVUT and establizhed the Heard Farm
Conzervation Area. Trails wind around the property through woodlands
and along fields. During the cspring and fxll migration thiz 1s an
excellent place to Yook for birds. The conservation area also has an
interesting variety of wildfiowers, shrubs, and trees. Ancother
birding "hotspot" is the wooded section north of Heard’s Pond. #A
trail syctem here is maintained by the GMNWR. Heard’s Fond is alsc a
favored spot for angliers as bass, pickerel, perch, and sunfish are
abundant here. Ice figshing in winter extends the seaccon, although
mid-winter anglers have to share the ice with skaters.

Back on the river, the section of the Sudbury which passes south and
east of Heard Farm is enclosed by sedge meadows and stands of
buttonbush. Wayland High School is on the right just before the river
swings north. The stream becomes wider and deeper along this segment
and thne coontail choals thin out, Thick colonies of smartweed grow
out from the banks, but seldom hinder your progress. The next bridgs
you will come to is the Pelham Island bridge. A chort distance kerond
you pass under a railroad bridge (another fishing "hotspot") and then
the Route 20 (Boston Post Road) bridge. On the left is Wash Brook
March, one of the finest freshwater marshes in the =tate. During
timee of extreme high water you can paddle up Wash Brook. AN
alternative way to have a good look at the marsh is to land (just
north of Rt. 20 bridge) and walk west on the old railroad bed. In
summer, Least and American bitterns, Common Gallinule, Marsh Wren, and
Willow Flycatchere are in recidence here, The railroad bridge area,
where Wash Brook enters the Sudbury, iz also a productive area to
fich., The section of the river meadow between Route 20 and Route 27
ic dominated by buttonbush. There are often numerous crows patrolling
the meadows at this spot, Gulls alsoc are common here as the Warland
and Sudbury landfills (dumps!) are just to the west. Two good access
points are available near Route Z7. One is south of the bridge on the
left (west) bank of the river on River Road. Another is Jjust past the
Route 27 bridge on the right (east) bank.



V1l Route 27 to Route 117

This section of the Sudou-r River covers a little iess than six mile
and passes through externzive river meadows. For a majority of this
stretch the river acts ag the boundary between Warliand on the east and
Sudbury on the west. Just below Lee’s Bridge {(Route 117) the river
separates Lincoln (east) from Concord (west).

Hi

1¥f you are begqginning your trip here (Rt. 27), & spur road beside the
entrance to the Warland Gol¥ Course leads to a launching area.
parking area ie on the left just before you cross the old bridge. The
history of the cld bridge =ite is told on a granite monument on the
side of the spur road. Cn one side of the monument is a Tist of
Concord residentz, inclucding such locally well Known namez az Ho=zmer .
Buttrick, and Wheeler, who died in a battle with the Indians when thev
went toc assicst the settliers of Waryland (then Sudbury) in 1&7&. Gn
another face the monument telle the evolution of the bridge from foot
bridge to cart bridge (1442) to frame bridge to four-arch stone bridge
(the first in Massachusetts)., Finally, the monument recounts that
Washington passed this way on & visit to Warland. The present-dayr
causeway bridge is just upstream from this historic site.

As you walk out the spur road listen and Yook for the Warbling Virecs
that nest here. The male Warbling Vireo has the rather unusual habit
of singing from the nest as he shares in the incubation duties. Unce
on the river you will have a broad view of the meadows. Sedge Meaddow
will be on your right and the Sudbury meadows on your left, This is
the widest area of river meadow on the Sudbury and affords an
excellent pancrama of the river valley as well as an unobstructed view
of the sKky. Look for hawks here as there is almost alwars a single
Red-tailed Hawk in the area and often a family. A plant that »ou will
soon encounter along this portion of the river i3 water chestnut,
This introduced species has become a problem along those segments of
the river where its growth remains unchecked. Water chestnut grows in
thick, floating, carpet—like masses along the banks of the river. At
places it may even cover the stream. A contemporary of Thoreau, Minct
Fratt, is zaid to have introduced this plant and unfortunately, as i3
the casge with so many alien speciez, there are few natural checks to
ite growth, Becidee the flioating matse of plant itcelf, »you may came
across tts spiked seedcases.

Less than a mile below the Route 27 bridge the Sudbury beqins a series
of meanders that take the canceist back and forth over what, at timesz,
seems liKe the same ground. Although straight line progress iz zlaw
here, there is much to enjor along this wandering course. Set amongst
the =tands of sedges, cattails, and buttonbush are delighful izlands
of willows., These willow isles provide a place to pause and survey
the broad meadows. Tree Swallows, Red-winged Blackbirde, Greazt Elue
Heron, and Wood Ducks are commonly seen in this area. Around the
cattail stands 'isten for the chatter of the Marsh Wrenz. From late
July trrough Ociober this iz a good place to observe the migrators
groups of black-irds which move up the river valler. Listen al=o +or
the distinctive *pink, pink" notes of the southbound Bobolinks. At




the end of the meanders, where the river raightens and heads

st
northwest, you will come to Sherman’s Bridags=.

The wood construction of Znerman’s Bridge is unique amonq the bridges
still in use cn the Sudbury. The area around the bridge has a
relatively heavy forest cover in comparison to other sections along
this stretch £ the river. MNot far below the bridge the meadows open
up Once again. AS You paddle downstream Keep an eye out for a large
building on the left bank. This is the headquarters for the GMNWR ,
Shortly after zeeing the headguartere you will come to the boat ramp.
This iz an excellent place to stop and visit., Besides a mile-long
trail through deciduous woodlands, the Great Meadows headquarters has
educational dizplays explaining the river and its wildlife, books for
sale, and perconnel on duty to answer your questions. Public
restrooms are available here. (Visitors Center and restrooms are
cloced on weekends from November 1 through March 31)

Less than half a mile downstream of the GMMWR center »ou will see a
Knoll on the left bank of the river with a house and various out
buildings. Just before this area loock for Pantry Brook entering the
Sudbury from the weet., Pantry Brook is now managed by the
Commonwealth ac a Witdlife Management Area and plans are being
considered to improve the habitat for wildfowl. In colonial dars
Fantry Brook was the source of bog iron. A short distance past Pantry
Brook is an extensive stand of meadow grasses. Reed canary grass and
other crasses and sedges were at one time of great value to the
farmers. These plante were harvested and fed to draft animals., &
targe portion of these river meadow grasses have been replaced b»
Buttornbush and cattail which are more tolerant of the relativelw
higher water levels.

On the right before the Route 117 bridge, surrcounded by a grove of
willows, is the outlet for Farrar Pond. Just ahead are the
Loosestrife Meadows. Purple locsesirife is another introduced plant
that, although attractive when in bloom, is displacing large areas of
indigernous plants. Purple loosestrife was first recorded in Concord
in 195S. Over the last quarter century it has spread rapidly» and 1=
now aburndant along many sections of the river. Interestingly, Charles
Darwin wrote a book which deals with the three different forms of
flowere of purple loosestrife. This plant is likely to continue stz
colonization of the river meadows and may present serious problemz in
the future. Just before Lee’s Bridge (Rt. 117) several irrigation
cuts Qo back into the agricultural fieids to the west. This has
proved to be & good area to fich for carp. A short distance
downstream frem the bridge & channel cuts to the right and leadsz tc &
public boat landing and launch aresx.

VIl RPoute 117 to Route 225

Thiz section of the river covers approximately 2.5 miles., Ther
no damz or cther obstructions although boat traffic increasez a3 C
moves downstream. The river passes through meadows, deciducusz
woodlands, a large lake-like stretch called Fairhaven Bay, the
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nistoric district of Concord, and :zn area where the river widens
significantly in Bedford.

~ convenient parking and carce lavrch area east of Lee’s Bridge on
Route 117 is maintained by the towrn ¢f Lincoln. Because this section
of the river is popular with anglers, canoeists, and others, the
limited parkKing facilities often .11 early. Additional parking i<
available at the Mount Miczery Conzzrvation Arex (east on Rt. 117 and
the fieid west of the launch ares ton the north side of Rt. 117, The
Mount Misery Conservation @rea hac an extensive trail system passing
through wooded hillsides and fields. Because of the excellent river
access to the area you may want to plan & hike here to complement ycur
paddie. A trail map is available from the town of Lincoln.

The banks of the Sudbury River juct below the Boat launch are lined
with buttonbushes. In Jate July, when these shrubs come into bloom,
the biossoms provide nectar for a nost of insects. Some butterflies
are attracted to this energy source and this may give you an
opportunity to enjor these attractive insects. The open, hilleside
meadows toc the north give the paddier an idea of what this area iooked
liKe in the last century. While ocur region now has forest cover on a
majority of the iland, in the 1850s barely ter percent of the land was
tree—covered. The apen, rolling meadows so typical of the nineteernth
century are now a rare sight. In fact, the miles of ctone walls which
counded the many open fields are nocw mainly in the woods.

A half & mile below Lee’s Bridge you will come to Fairhaven Ba». This
wide, tree-lined bay provides a pleasant change in scenery. Fairhaven
Bay iz a good area to fish (bass and pickerel) or just to poke along
the shoreline exploring the varicus nooke amd crannies. There iz a
picturesque stone boathouse at the north end and an island on the weszt
cide of the bay. The icland provides a good place to picric or ewver
to camp overnight, but permission needs to be arranged with the
Concord Land Trust (see References). A Jumping fish may remind you of
the many insects that make their living on the surface of the bay.
Keep an eye out for fleets of tiny waterboatmen or water ctriderc.

The bay alsc provides a resting spot for migratory waterfowl .

Selow Fairhaven on the left bank you will come to an outcropping of
rock at Martha’s Point. This ic one of the few limestone areas aloeng
the river and as & result has some interesting plants. SKirt the
shore to look for fernz and wildflowers, but stay on the river as the
riverbank is privately cwned. Downstream of Martha's Point »ou will
vass beds of white water 1ily before coming to Heath’s Bridge. You
may alsc notice below the surface o the water eggmacs=1ike clusters
attached to roots and branches. No doubt zome of these will be
bryozoans (Pectinatella ic the local variety), colonies of
invertebrates that live together within an oval Jello-likKe structure.
&l though bryozoans don’t provide much excitement for the cbeserver,
they are one of the many components of the river system that cftern
pesz unnoticed or unrecognized.

Eetween Heath’sz Bridge and Route 2 buttenbush me adows predominate,
Fed=-tailed and Eroad-winged hawksz zre summer rezident=z in thiz aresz.



Just before the Route 2 bridge, below Emerson Hospital is Clamsheil
Eluff. This area, before the hospital parkKing lot was built, was =
choice area to botanize and hunt for Indian artifacts. Apparently the
Pawtuckett Indians cften camped here and enjored a meal of frechwater

clams. Below the Route 2 bridge you will pass another section of
river meadow where the -eadow grassee are =till in evidence. Lister
and lcok for vellow Warblers along the banks. Shortly, yoo will Come

to & railroad bridge and Scuth Bridge. The South Bridge Bocat House 1¢
the center of boating activity on this sectiaon of the river.

The Scuth Bridge Boat House (SEBEHY rents and cells cances and boats as
well as boating equipment. @A map is available here (no charge) that
shows hicstorical sites in Concord., Cold drinke and snacks can be
purchased here. Because 3BBH attracts many paddlers, most of whom
make the trip from the South Bridge to the Old North Bridge and back,
you can expect plenty of company on this stretch of the river. The
next bridge downriver is the Elm Street bridge. Where the river
swings east around Nashawtuc Hill you will find several stately, old
Concord heomes with lawns running down to the river. UWhen the gardens
are in bloom the plantings add an attractive touch of color to the
streamside view. MNashawtuc Hill wae an important Indian site as it
commanded a view of the three rivers (Sudbury, Concord, and Assabet).
Flotillas of resident ducks (mostly Mallards) commonly paddlie out to
greet the canoceist here - no doubt loocking for a handout., After
paseing under MNashawtuc Bridge you will come to a grassy river meadow
on your left and Concord Academy on your right. Another bend to the
left and crne to the right, past beds of pickerel weed and standz of
swamp white oak, brings you to Egg Rock and the 01d Calf Pasture.

Ego Rock marks the confluence of the Sudbury and Assabet rivers., Eoth
rivers rise in the area of the Cedar Swamp but the Assabet takez 1
more northerly cource to Concord, From thie point to the Merrimack
the stream is called the Concord River. During the last thirty rears
of the nineteenth century a boating boom =wept Concord, and Egg Kock
was the rallying point for races, picnic cruises, moonlight floats,
and canoce parades. The social secretary for many of these events was
George Bartlett., Bartlett =z activities are commemorated by a plaque
placed at the "Hemlocks," & short distance up the Ascabet on the left.
Just below Egg Rock is the Old Calf Pasture Conservation Area.

fecidec being a good launch and landing spot, this is an ideal place
tc enjoy a picnic. The Lowell Road bridge i= directly below the boat
aCCEesSS area..

&4 short way below the Lowell Street bridge vou will come to the Minute
Man National Historical Park. You will find a landing site and picnic
area (concrete embanKment) above the 01d North Bridge. Besides &
replica of the famous bridge {used only for pedestrian trafficy,

- Daniel Checster French’s statue of the Minute Man stands on the left

barnK near the bridge. There are many historic sites in the immediate
area including the 0ld Manse, the Elisha Jones House ("Bullet Hole
House"), and the Buttrick Mansion. FPathways lead around the park anc
one going up the hilleside on the left bank of the river leads to the
Nationa! Park Service Yisitor’s Center in the Buttrick mansion. In
addition to the dieplays, filme, and booke available here, park



personnel are on duty at the center ready to answer your queszticncz.
Although it ie easy to become blase about thic site, a quiet, earl~
morning paddle along the river gives one a chance to ponder thst
momentous April day in 1773.

The next bridge is at Monument Street. The Concord has & wooded <hore
along this stretch and silver maples are common. Look for painted
turtlies esunning on streamside logs and cardinal floweres which bloom
along the dark, muddy bankz in August. Approximately a mile below the
Monument Street bridge look for & canoe tanding on the right bank,
This is the riverside entrance to the GMNUWR impoundmentsz. Several
miles of walking trails will take you around the dikes which encloze
two poole as well as through second-growth upland forest. Thisz 1s one
of the beet birding spots along the rivers, and in fall you can expect
to see a good variety of shorebirds, waders, and waterfowl. The rare
Blandings turtle is seen here regularly, &lsc in springtime lock for
muskrat piying back and forth in the pools as they set up
houseKeeping. Display bocards, a map, and observation tower are
located at the east end cf the main dike trail., Restrooms {(open
ceasonally) are located next to the main parkKing area. Fighing,
boating, and swimming are not permitted in the impoundments.

Below the Great Meadows boat ramp the river makes cne loop to the
northwest, heads back tc the east, and then locops around Ball’s Hill
before heading north. The riverside habitat alternates between areas
of river meadow and deciduous woodlands. William Brewster, a famous
Concord ornithologist, built a bcathouse and cabin on the west bank of
the river at Ball’s Hill., His Journal accounts of local natural
history were published after his death in October Farm and Concord
River.

Nerth of Ball’s Hill the river becomes relatively straight and wide
where it divides Concord (west) from Bedford (east). There are
extensive buttonbush meadows alang this section with a treeline of
maples (red and silver) and white pines on the highlands. Look for
Green-backed Herons necting amongst the shrubs. Because of the
lake-likKe quality of this stretch more power boats are likely to be
encountered. Less than half & mile above the Route 225 bridge iz the
Carlisle {north) and Concord {south) line. There are landing z=itesz on
both banks of the river (right side preferable) on the north =ide of
the Carlisle bridge (Rt. 22355,

VIII Route 22% to Talbot Mills

Thie section of the Concord River ccovers a littlie less than six miles
and pasces through river meadow and deciducus woodlands, with an
increasing proportion of urban landscape as cne moves north. The
canoeist should anticipate the dam at Talbot Mills (1/2 mi. after the
Follard St. bridge) and plan to take cut well above this point.

There ie good access to the river and plenty» of parkKing on the ezc<
cide of the Rt. 225 bridge in Carlizle. Ae you head downztrezm the
relatively wide river channel 1z flanked by buttonbush and loccsestrfe




INSERT AFTER PARAGRAPH STARTING WITH "EGG ROCK MARKS,.."

One of the most important events in the history of our country occurred at North Bridge
on April 19, 1775. On that morning, the discontent that had been smoldering in the
American Colonies errupted across the North Bridge. By mid-morning, the British
soldiers in Concord's center had begun burning colonial supplies discovered in a house by
house search. Meanwhile, the colonials had been joined by milita and minute companies
from several surrounding towns and had moved from nearby Punkatasset Hill to Muster
FField on the west bank of the Concord, downstream of North Bridge. Smoke from the
fire in the center of Town broke the uneasy stalemate at the bridge; the Minute and
Militia men could not see what was burning, but the volume of smoke led them to believe
that the Town was being burned as punishment for hiding stores. The Americans marched
down the road to save their homes, and the British took up a defensive position to hold
the Bridge. As the Americans approached, the British fired into the Concord River. As
the Americans continued to advance, a volley was fired, this time into the advancing
column,

Major John Buttrick of the Acton Minute Men immediately gave the order for the
colonials to return the fire, marking the first effective forcible resistance to the British
rule in America. On the east side of the North Bridge is the Daniel French Smith Minute
Man statue commermorating the "shot heard 'round the world".

Minute Man National Historical Park was established to preserve some of the sites where
the events of April 19, 1775 occurred. Take time to stop and feel the history; visit North
Bridge Visitor Center; talk to the rangers on duty and walk the grounds. Remember also
that people from all over the world visit North Bridge to explore our American history,
so make your impact on their day polite and inconspicous.

The North Bridge Visitor Center is the imposing brick structure on the hitl overlooking
the site of North Bridge. It was build as a private residence by Stedman Buttrick in 1911
and was purchased by the National Park Service in the early 1960's. Today it houses
several rooms of exhibits, rest rooms and the park headquarters. The Visitor Center is
open year round from 8:30 to 5:00 seven days a week.

The North Bridge is the fourth commemorative bridge to stand on the site since the
Centenniel fight. The Bridge of 1775 was removed in 1793, and the road rerouted over
the Flint bridge |1/2 mile downstream. The current Flint Bridge was built in 1887; note
the keystone with the date as you pass by. There is an exhibit showing the other
commemorative bridges in the Visitor Center.

Another important historical site near the river is the Old Manse, just upstream of the
North Bridge set back on the east side of the River. 1t was built in 1770 as the minister's
residence and it was from there that William Emerson, the Concord minister and Ralph
Waldo Emerson's grandfather, watched the fight over the Bridge. In the 19th century,
Nathaniel Hawthorne lived in the Old Manse for several years. He later wrote Mosses
from an Old Manse" based on the stories he learned while living there.



meadows with magles arz .illcowe tn varicdus spots. bradualty, az you
approach the Route ¢ - da2., the meadows narrow and the treeline moves
clozer to the river’c cirnke. Thisz upper section iz a good place to
fish as there is amplie zpace to maneuver Your cange. With luck »ou

may land one of the nor*rhern pike stocked in this area. In the late
summer and fall there zre often a number of Great Blue Heronz in thic
section which provide 1deal cubljects for the photographer. Just
upstream of the Rt, 4 tridge, on the west side of the river, rou will
find the Center Harbor Marine. This facility rente cancez and cther
boats and equipment anc there is an adjoining restaurant and
bathrooms.

Below the Route 4 bridee, the river meaxdows are left behind as you
enter a wooded portion of the Concord River. Silver maples, swamp
white caks, and some white pines occur along the banks. You will alzo
notice an increasing number of homes whose backvards run down to the
river, Many of the residents have their ocwn boat Tandings which are
often patrolled by families of ducks. A sizable island in the middle
of the river provides a good spot to take a break or enjoy a picnic,
Barn Swallows are frequently seen in this area gliding back and forth
over the river in gsearch of incects. Bedrock cutcroppings are another
feature. Belcow the mic-ztream isiand you will zes the two spans of
the Route 3 double-arched bridge.

Just downstream of the Route 3 bridge are several rocks in
mid-channel. Above, on the riaght bank, high tech meets the river,
Just as the milis typify nineteenth-century industry along the rivers,
the twentieth-century producers of chips and circuit boards are the
symbols for today‘s technology. Soon you will pass by the stonse
focotings of an old bridge. Between the River Street bridge and the 24
(Boston Rd.> bridge there is an interesting contrast between the
relatively wild right bank, flanked by & nmarrow band of river mexdouw
and deciduous woodlands, and the left bank whose shores are largeiy
urban-recidential,. Another aroup of =tone, bridge footings mark the
Tocation of an earlier structure just below the 34 bridge. The wide
river i¢ flanked by buttonbush and loocestrife meadows with numercus
stands of emergent pickerelweed at the shoreline,

Downstream the muddy river passze=s though an attractive wooded =ectiaon
(willows, maples and swamp white oak) eventually coming to a
residential neighborhood on the right bank just above the Follard
Street bridge in Billerica. Below the bridge is a rocky section of
the river with several zhallew areas. You will have to thread »our
way through this interesting stretch, but there is plenty of rocm toc
maneuver. Below the rocky areas the Concord widens. Shortly, »you wil!
see the chimney stack and brick buildings of the Talbot Mill ower the
treeline and you should make your landfall on the left bank tefore the
next bend in the river., The dam is directly below thiz area so make
sure to take out and cornduct rour investigations ¢f the old millz from
terra firma. The right bank of the impounded water above the dam i<
usually choked with duckweed and water chestnut.,

The Talbot Mill (south bank) and ths FaulKner Mill (morth bank) are
over & century old. In fzct, the Faulkrer Mill "ybuilt in 1857,




the oldest wocien manufactury in New England still producing at its
original cite.®* Adding to the historic interest of thic area 12 the
Middlesex Canai. It waz at thig location that the camal (Charlestown
t- Lowell) crozsed the Concord River. A spit of land extending out
from the east zide of the pond was once the towpath for the Middlesex
Canal. Opposite thiz, on the west bank of the pond, one can see the
continuation of the canal‘s path. A short walk to the northwest along
a paved street will bring »ou to a water-+illed section of the
Middlesex Canai. ¥For Thoreau buffs, Henry left the Concord River at
this point anc continued hig tamous journey (A Week On The Concord and
Merrimac Rivers) along the canal.

IX Talbot Mille to Loael)

Thie stretch of the Concord River covers approximately two and & haldf
miles and passes through a short wooded section, extensive meadows,
and some urbarn-residential areas. The canoeist should be aware of the
potentially dangercous dam and rapids below the Lawrence Street bridge.
Plan to take out shortly after passing the first railroad bridge.

The portage around the Talbot Mill involves some effort. After taking
out on the west side of the mill pond, carry alongside the Talbot
Mills to the Cambridge Tool Manufacturing parking area to a steep bank
weset of the buildings. An alternate access pcint is behind the fire
station off Lowell Road. From the mills go west on Elm Street and
turn right at the stop siagn on to Lowell Road. In less than a
quarter-mile you will see the fire station on your right. Behind the
station, a dirt road travercses the 100 yards tc the river’s edge.

Directly below the Talbot and FaulKner milldam the river is relativelx
fast and narrow for a short distance. This initial stretch pazsze=s
through woodlands, but soon emerges into a wider area flanked by
looczestrife and buttonbucsh meadows. A residential section on the
elevated right bank is paralleled b»y a meadow on the Teft. After
passing under power lines you will come to another small rneighborhccd
on the west (left) bank. AR interesting and showy plant to look for
on thie portion of the river is swamp rose mallow. This shrub-iike
herb grows at various places along the banks and the large pink anc
white blossome (late July and August) add a nice touch of color to tne
riverscape.

Farther along the river, above the Route 495 bridge, you will pasz an
industrial waste plant on the right. In the past, many towns along
the rivers considered thece streams an effective conduit for removing
unwanted sewaqe. The inevitable consequences to the rivers and to the
quality of the environment downstream gradually led to a rethinking of
these policies. Mandates from the Massachusetts Division of Water
Pollution Control and municipal efforts have led to lecs polluticn
resulting from untreated sewage. However, several communities stang
the Sudbury and Concord rivers continue to discharge treated
wastewater into the rivers., Effectz of such dumping include an
elevation in rutrient levele and eutrophication (uncontrollied olant
growth which depletes the water of oxypgen and reduces animal




populations). Cf even greater concern is the sign:ficant amount of
untreated sewage which runs off into the rivers during periods wher
muricipal sewage systems overflow.

Thie section of the river is a good place to look for ducks and other
water birds. Canada Goose, Black Duck, and Black-crowned Night-Hercon
can be seen during the spring and fall migration and Green—-backKed

Heron ic & summer resicent. Occasionaly & Double-crested Cormarant (a
large, dark loon-like bird) will be encountered as it restz on the
surface or Civez after &z fizh, Human anglers are also common here &%

they stalk the Slack crappie (calico bass), largemcuth bass, and
northern pike., The five-arch railroad bridge, below the Route 4%5
bridge, ts your signal to lockK for & landfall. Pase under the
railroad bridge vwia one of the two, left (west) arches where there are
fewer obstructicnz. Below the bridge and just above a willow tree 13
a4 taKe—out spot on the right (east) bank. You may want to paddle down
to investigate the next railroad bridge and the railrcad trestle which
sweeps out along the east bank of the river. Below this spot is the
Lawrence Street bridge, dam and rapids. To be safe, stay well above
the Lawrence Street bridge as the current can be & problem.

X Lawrence Street Bridge to Merrimack River

Thie secticn ic definitely not recommended for the canceist.

Dangerous dams, rapids, and obstructions occur at various places and
constitute nasty problems for even an expert whitewater enthusiast,
Whitewater raft trips are conducted between the Lawrence Street bridge
and the Merrimack River and those sco inclined should contact
Wilderness Fluz in Wilmington <(417-658-4723)., Various bridges ower
the lower cection of the Concord wil) qive you glimpses of the river
in this urban setting. These include the bridges at Lawrence Street,
Rogers Street, Church Street, and Merrimack Street.

& tour of Lowell is aleo recommended. The story of the induztrial
revolution of the nineteenth century and its effect on the Concord is
an important chapter in the river’s history. In 1821, when the
initial aroup of entrepreneurs visited here to plan their milltown
community, the site was Known as East Chelmsford. Within two decades
this sleepy, agricutural community was transformed intoc a bustling
milltown with numerous dams, power canals, and textile manufacturers.
"Female operatives," young farm women, poured into Lowell to run trs
looms and other machinery. These womern lived according to company
regulations; they were housed, fed, educated, and sent ta church B
the bell. Immigrant laborers formed another significant component o¥
the labor force and resulted in & rich ethnic diversity still apparent
today. While the initial idea waz to build a humanitarian industrial
environment, by mid-century, long hours, low pay, and dangercouz viork
conditions led to an increasing number of grievances. The latter hzlef
of the nineteenth-century and the first decades aof the
twentieth-century witnessed recurrent labor problemz. While thecs=
were come victocries for the laborerz, ultimately both the Lowe




manufacturers and the workers iozt the economic battle to other,
modern textile centercs,

To get an in—depth view of this important historic period vicsit the
Lowell National Historical Fark and the Lowell Heritage State Park
{ parkK headquarteres and a vicitor‘s center are located on Market
Street).
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Plant List

The following list of plants tncludes those species that are regularly
encountered along the Sudbury and Concord rivers. While certain

species are more or less evenly distributed along the rivers, others
are common (or abundant) only in certain locales.

Trees and Shrubs

Maples:
Red Maple <(Acer rubrum)
Silver Maple (A. saccharinum)
Swamp White Qak (Quercus bicolor)
Willows:
Black Willow <(Salix nigra)
Shining Willow (S. lucida)
Pussy Willow (S, diecolor)
Alders:
Speckled Alder (Alnus rugosa)
Smooth Alder (&, serrulata)
Buckthorns:
Giossy Buckthorn <(Rhamnus frangula)
Common Buckthorn (R. cathartica)
Dogwoods:
Silky Dogwood (Cornus amomum)
Gray Dogwood (C. racemosa)
Arrowwocd {(Viburnum recogni tum)
Meadowsweets:
Meadowsweet <(Spiraea latifolia)
Hardhack (8. tomentosa)
Shadbush <(Ametanchier canadensis)
Common Greenbriar (Smilax rotundifoclia)
Fox Grape (Vitis labrusca)
Common Winterberry (llex verticiliata)
Sweet Pepperbush (Clethra alnifolia)
Sweet Gale (Myrica gale)
Highbush Blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum)
Leatherleaf (Chamaedaphne calyculata)

Herbaceous Plants

aquatic :
Coon’s~tail (Ceratophyllum demersum)
Water-milfoil <(Myriophyllum humile)
Duckweeds:
Duckweed <(Lemna minor)
Water-meal (Wolfia columbiana)
Pondweeds (Potamogeton - spp.)
Pond Lily (Nuphar variegatum)
Water Lilies:
Tuberous Water Lily (Nymphaea tuberosa)
Fragrant Water Lily <(N. odorata)
Water Shield <(Brasenia schreberi)




Water Chestnut (Traps natans)
Water-clover fMarcilea quadrifolia)
Water-celery (Vallizneria americana)

streamside
Water HemlocKe:
Water Hemlock (Cicuta bulbitfera)
Spotted Cowbane (C. macutatad
Pickerelweed (Pontederia cordata’
arrow Arum  (Peltandra virgitnica)
arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolial
Cattaile:
Common Cattail (Typha latifolia’
Narrow-leaved Cattail (T. angustifoliad
Sweetflag (Acorue calamus)
Bur~reed (Sparganium americanum)
Soft Rush <(Juncus effusus’

Grasses:
Reed Canary (Phalaris arundinacea)

Wild Rice (Zizania aquatica?
Slough Grass (Spartina pectinata)
Cutgrass (lLeersia oryzoides)
Manna Grascses (Glyceria spp.)
Sedges and Bulrushes:
Tussock Sedge (Carex stricta)
Spike-rushes (Eleocharis SPpp.?
River Bulrush (Scirpus fluviatilis)
Softstem Bulrush (5. validus)
Threesguare (S. americanus)
Knotweeds & Smartweeds (Polygonum spp.>

river meadow
Jewelweed (Impatiens capensic)
Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicarial
Ferns:
Royal ({Oemunda regalis)
Cinnamon (0. cinnamomea)
Sensitive (Onoclea sencibilis)
Marsh (Dryopteris thelypteris?
Joe-pre—-weed (Eupatorium maculatum)
Beggar’s ticks (Bidens spp.)
Cardinal-flower {(Lobelia cardinalis’
Iris:
Blue (Iris versicolor>
Yelliow (1. peeudacorus’
Marsh Cinquefoil (Fotentilla palustris?
Nightshade (Solanum americanum)
Mermaid weed (Proserpinaca palustris)

Liet compiled by R. K, Walton with suggestions by John Orqan,
Fish and Witdlife Serwvice
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INSECTZ

Ure of the moct interesting and varied groups of animals along the
rivers is the insects. While You will, no doubt, spend some time
swatting away several of the more roxious species, there will also be
opportunities to enjoy many of the more benign ones. The selection of
ingects described here presents only a few of the most common sSpecies,
(Damzelflies and Dragonflies stand out among the
seen oY the canoceist. Thece beautiful
25 they dart back and forth over the river, hover beside your canoe,
or even alight briefly on the bow. Damselflies are gererally smaller
than their dragonfiy relatives. The former rest with wings foided

over the backK, the latter with wWings outspread. The following species
are common along the rivers.)

insects likely to be
creatures are cften encountered

Damselfliec:

Black-winged Damselfly This damselfly has dark winge
with a metallic greenish-black body

Blue damselflies This family of small damcselifliec

includes over twenty species. Most can be recognized
by the enamel-blue and black body coalor.

Common Forktail Males can be distinguished by &
brilliant green secticon forward on the body, and blue
on the aft tip. Females come in two forms: the firzt
with an orange forebody, black behind, and ancther,
largely blue-gray.

Yiclet Dancer A violet colored dameelfly, common along
some sections of the river.

Dracorflies:

Darners These large dragonflies, alzo Known as mosqui to
hawks, come in many patterns - mostiy in Blue, green,
and yelow. Migrant darners are frequently seen in late

summer and fall. Contrary to folk lore they will not
sew up your lips.

amberwings This small (> 1") dragonfly can be
recognized by its uniformly amber colaor.

Ien Spot A large dragonfly with 3 dark brown patches an

each wing. Adult males also have two white patches per
wing.

Whitetail Males with a white abdomen and & dark brcon
band across each wing,

Blue Pirate This common species has & powder—-tlue
abdomen and clear wingzs.
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Maxfly

Mosquito

Black F1

Pez?

Swarms

Many

Srmpetrum Males are bBrilliant red, females are golder
brown. Two common species can be distinguished by

their leg color: internum hae black legs, vicinum hag
yellow legs.

Tiger Swallowtail & large yellow butterfly with bBlack
stripes across the wings and “tails"® pretruding from
the hind wings. A strong flier.

Cabbage White This medium-cized white butterfly may be
abundant -particularly along those cections of the
river that zre =till farmed. Two other common membrerz
of the family are the Common Sulphur {(largely »ellcud
and the Orange Sulphur (with orange above),

painted ladies Two species (Painted Lady & American
Painted Lady) both with upper wing surfaces patterned
with pinkish-orange and black; the hindwing beneath
with various sized "eryespots.®

Red Admiral A medium-sized, dark butterfly with and

orange-red stripe across the upper surface of both
pairs of wings.

Monarch This large, orange and black butterfly g
certainly one of the best Known insects. In fall ¥ oy
may see numbers of migrating Monarchs moving upstream
as they follow the path of the river.

of mating maryflies may be encountered by the canceizt
along the rivers, Look for these delicate insects with
translucent wings (held together cver the back when at
rest) and 2 or 3 fine "tails" attached to the abdomer.
Subadult and adult mayflies often emerge from the water
in impressive numbers, partake in & brief but frenzied
mating period, and fall back on the surface to die,

species, & few act as vectors for disease. In
Massachusetts howevr, these familiar insects are more
often a nuisance than a szerious health risk. Larvas
develop in stagnant water and free flyimg acults becoms
most active at dusk and dawn. It is the female
mosquito in her search for focd (animal bloodd that
causes human and other animals such vexaticns.
Repellents can be effective in warding off mosquitoesz.

igz These smxll flies, 1iKe the previous species, are known

mainly for their nuizance value. Larvae develap 1n
faszt moving water after which the adult fliesz emer ge
and beqin their search for food (mostly mammal blood) .
Adult black flies are active in spring and early




summer . Repellents help some but are lezz effective
than with mosqui toes.

Giant Water Bug: Several cspecies, the largest approximately twoc
tnches in length. These carniverous bugs dwell amcrng
the emergent vegetation where they catch tadpoles and
=mall fish. Giant water bugs grasp their prey with
powerful, well developed forelegs., You may have firct
ceen introduced to this insect on your front porch as
grant water bugs are attracted to electric lights and
often colliide with porch doors and screen windows in
mid-summer,

Backcwimmers These 1/2 inch long incects scull along the river on
their back. The hind pair of legs iz much Tonger than
the other two and serve ac vars., Alsoc called "water
bees" because of their ability to inflict a painful
bite if handled carelessly.

Water Boatman Like the previous speciez but usually a little larger
(to 374 inch) with two pair of legs elongated and used
as oars, while the forelegs are short and scoop-like.

Water Striderz Less than 1/2 inch long and also Known as "Jesu<
Bugs", these graceful insects glide on the surface of
the water, Two long pairs of lege distritute their
weight while the chorter front pair is used for
Qrasping prey.

Whirligig Beeties The whirling dervicsh of the beetle world., Fleetsz
of these small (1/3 inch) insectsz are frequently
observed on the surface of the river engaged in their
curious grrations. Whirligig beeties are dark, oval
shaped insects with “"two pairs" of eyes. As might be
expected, one set of eyes peers intoc the water, the
other Keeps watch above the surface.

Cicadas During the hot days of July and August the cancist is likely
to hear the drawn-out "buzz" of the cicada coming from
the treetops. These large (1-2") black and green
insects are seldom seen but often heard.

List compiled by R. K. Walton with suggestione by Christopher Leanhy,
Maecsachusetts Audubon Society.




Reptiles & Amphibians

Al though many reptiles and amphibians have a poor public image, th;:
te mostly undeserved., The patient canceict should fing many

opportunities to observe and enjoy the various "herps" along the
rivers,

REPTILES

znsppirg Jurtle This turtle has a targe head, lorng tail, and
relatively zmall, bumpy Carapace (top shell), Al though rumors of
"snappers as big as a boat” abound, the Massachusetts record is
something over &0 poundse. This species is often cbserved just belcw
the surface with part of the head above water. Look but do not touch
- the powerful jaws of the snapper can inflict major injury,

Eastern Painted Turtle This is the common basking turtie of the river
syetem. The canoeist will often observe these reptiles hauled ocut on
lags taking the sun. The carapace is dark with yellow lines forward.
The neck and head have yellow stripes while the plastron (bottom
shell) is yellow. On sunning turtles you will notice some red ana
black markKings on the edge cf the shell, fAverage adult length ie &
inches,

Blandings Turtle A rare reptile with cnly a few widely separated
populations in the United States., These turtlies can be found in and
around the GMNWR impoundments at Concord. The adults of thic species

are larger than the painted turtie, have a dark carapace, and soclid
vellow throat and chin.

Northern Water Snake This is the common aquatic snake of cur river
system. This snake has a dark background color and, depending on %ne
light and the individual, shows varying amounts of banding (red tc
brown; may grow to over four feet in length. Often <een swimming in
the rivers or sunning along the banks. Although not poiscnousz, this
snake (like most wild animals) will bite if harassed.

Eagtern Garter Snake & variable species but usually dark with three

vellow stripes. Grows to 2 feet in tength. Although the garter cnake
is largely terrestrial, it is cometimes found in wetland areacs.

AMPHIBIANS

Spring Feeper This zmal) (1"}, beige treefrog with a dark "x" on the

back is more likely to be heard than seen. & repeated “"peep...
peep... peep..." song, or a choruz of the same is often heard coming
trom the wetlands along the riversz.

Eullfroz The call of this amphibian iz the familiar "jug-a-rum.




Jug-a-rum...". The bullfrog is green with a smooth back (see Green
FroQ) and grow: te 8 inches in length.

Green Frog In appearance much liKe the bull frog but with a pair of
ridoes running down the back. The green frog alsc has a

characteristic call which sounds much like the plucking of a bass
banjo.

Pickerel! Frog A esmallicesh (2") green frog with dark, squarich
markings, and bright »ellow or orange on the undersides cf the legs
The call of thics cpecies is similar to two long, drawncout burpe.

Leopard Frog Similar toc the pickerel frog but with dark markings more
roundich in chape. The leopard frog’z call soundz like tweo ballcons
being rubbed together,

List compiled by R. K. Walton.
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BIRDS

The foliowing list of birds includes cpecies that are likely to ve
encountered on or around the Sudbury and Concord rivers. Each
deccription gives the bird’s common name, seasconal occurance, relative
abundance, and page reference to Roger Tory Peterson’s A Field Guide
to the Birds (4th edition, "Eastern and Central North America").
Numeric descriptions refer to overall body length.

Fied-billed Grebe - Spring and Fal! - Uncommon - F. 34

Similar to a small duck,-this grebe feeds by diving below the surface.
Look for a plain brown bird with a white rump and smallizsh Bill.,
Aamericyn Bittern - Spring thru Fall - Uncommon - F. 104

A little bigger than a crow, this brown heron has a yellowish bill and
sreaked underparts. Look for a two—-tone (brown/black) wing in flight.

Least Bittern - Spring and Summer - Rare - P. 104
The =mallest heron (12") of our area displays buff wing patches in
flight. This secretive bird may be focund along the river banks.

Great Blue Heron - Spring thru Fall - Common -~ P. 100
The largest (48") heron of our area. A gray-blue heron with a long
vellowish bill. May be seen wading or perched in streamside trees.

Snowr Eqret - Late Summer and Fall - Uncommon - P, 102
A medium sized (24") wader with a black bill and all-white plumage.
Adultz with black legs and yellow feet.

Green~backed Heron - Spring thrue Fall - Fairly Commen = F. 104
& dark, crow-sized heron with a gray-green back and deep marcon neck
and head feathers. Often perches in shrubs or trees along river,

Black—crowned Night~Heron - Summer - Uncommon -~ P. 104
Chunky heron (24") active at dusk. Adult: black, grar, and white;
immature brown. Listen for "quock" call in flight.

Canada Goose - Year Round - Common - P.44
Black neck and head with white "chinstrap"; body largely brown. Look

for Vs flying overhead and local birds in ponds and impoundments,

Wood Duck - Spring thru Fall - Fairly Common - F. 30

Nests in duck boxes placed on poles along rivers. Male highly
patterned with iridescent colors, female more subtle with eye patch.
Green-winged Teal - Spring and Fall - Fairly Common - P. 5z
Small duck; male with rusty head, green eye patch, female brownizh,
both with green speculum in flight., A& few mest along rivers, more n
migration.

Lo

-; m

American Black Duck - Spring and Fail - Fairly Common - F.
Mainiy dark brown with purplish speculum. In flight look for <1t

LS
underwing. @A few nest in river marshes, more during migration.
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Mallard - Spring thru Fall - Common - F., 48
Male witn green head, female largely brown, both with blue speculunm.
A few tame iIndividuals may approach your canoe for a handout.

Blue-winged Teal ~ Spring and Fall - Uncommon - P. 52
Smallish duck; male with white crecent on face, female brownish. Look

for cky-blue wing patch in flight.

FEing-nec¥ed Duck - Spring - Common - F. Sg
Medium si1zed diving duck. Males, overall dark with gray sidec and
white slash in front of folded wing, femalez brown.

Lommon Merqancser - Spring - Common = P, &2
Large diving duck,., Mzle, white with green head and red bill, female
grarigh with orange head. Seen in small flocks feeding in river.

Qsprey - Spring and Fall - Fairly Common =~ P. 158
White below dark above with dark patches at bend of wing. Look for
the "fish hawK" hovering over the river and diving after fish.

Northern Harrier -~ Spring and Fall - Uncommon - F, 152
Previously called marsh hawk, males gray, females and young brownish,
Laok for the harrier’s white rump as it courcses over meadow and marsh
on uptilted wings.

Red-tailed Hawk - Year Round - Common - P. 154
Dark above, Tight below with salmon-red tail (adults) and dark breast
band. The red-tail is the common resident hawk of this area.

American Kestrel - Year Round - Fairly Common - P. 1482
A emall (10"} falcon with pointed wings. The "sparrow hawk" hacs =
rusty back and patterned face. Hovers over fields while hunting.

Ring-necked Pheasant - Year Round - Common - F, 144

This introduced game bird is often heard calling from the fields along
the river. @& loud, double squawk with wing whir ie typical.

Virginia Rail - Spring thru Fall - Uncommon - P. 112

A small (9") dark marsh bird. Grary on face with rusty portions toc the
wings. Listen for this secretive species calling from the dense
vegitation along the tiver bank ("Kidick, kKidick" and "wakah, wakah").

Sgra - Spring thry Fall - Uncommorn - F. 113

& small (8"), buffy, chunky rail with a short yellow bill, Adults
have some bBlack on throat and chin. Edges of marsh and river bankz.
Spotted Samdpiper - Spring thru Fall - Uncommon - P. 132

Thiz mec:;um sizsd

sandpiper is tawny above, white bDelow (gften with
spated . Look <«2- <h

aracteristic bobking walk or stiff-winged fiight.

Common Snipe - Spring and Fall - Uncommen - P. 124
Long billed shorebird with vertical stripes on back and head. Fluches
from river bank with erratic flight and raspy alarm notes.
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American Woedcock - Spring thru Fall - Urcommon - P, 124
Long billed, chunkKy shorebird with horizontal ztripes on head.
Woodcock nest in drier portions of the river meadows.

Herring Gull -~ Spring and Fall - Common - P. 8&

A large (24") gray and white gull with black on wing tipe and red spot
on yellow bill, Immature birde mostly brown with dark tail feathers,
Great Black-bazcked Gull - Spring and Fall - Common - P. 24

The largest (20") gull to visit our area. White with black on back
and upper wing surface, heavy yellow bill. '

Rock Dove - Year Round - Common - P.130

The common domestic pigeon found around towns and farme. Usuxlly gray
and white but often with variations including blacke and browns.

Neste under bridges along the rivers.

Mourning Dove - Year Round - Common - P, 180
Brown dove with long tail showing white outer feathers in flight., In
fz11, migrant Mourning Doves congregate in agricultural fields.

Eastern Screech-Cwl - Year Round - Upncommon - P. 172

This smail (8") owl is actually fairly common but celdom seen. Two
phases: gray or red, with "ear" tufts. Listen for tremolo song.
Great Horned Ow! - Year Round - Uncemmon - P. 172

A large (24") brown owl with "ear” tufts. More likely to be heard (5
hoots) than seen. At dusk perches in treetops by river edge.

Commen Nighthawk - Spring and Fall - Fairly Common - P. 134
Slim, hawk-like bird with white patches on outer porticon of wing.
Migrante are often seen overhead during late May and late August.

Chimney Swift - Spring thru Falil - Common - F. 204
Swallowiike, small (3") uniformly dark bird ("a cigar with wings">,
Seen flying above river in search of insects (see also swallows).

Belted Kingficher - Spring thru Fall - Fairly Commen - F, 18&
Chunky, blue~gray and white bird with breast band and heavy bill.
Listen for rattle call; look for these birds hovering and diving.

Downy Yoodpecker - Year Round - Common - P. 192
The common, small (&") black and white woodpecker of cur arsa; males
with red spots on back of head. Hairv Woodpecker ie larger version.

Nor-thern Flicker - Spring thru Fall - Common - P. 190
Large (13") brownish woodpeckKer with black bib, showing vellow
underwing in flight. Listen for loud "wick, wick, wick" call,

Willow Filrvcatcher - Spring and Summer - Common - F. 1?2
A =mall (S") olive~colored songbird with white wing bars., The
canoeist may hear its persistant "fitz-bew" along the river meadow.

Exctern Phoebe - Spring thru Fall - Fairly Common - F., 1%7&




/A rziner nondescript songbird (7") dar¥ above, light below. Wags 'z
tai’ and is commonly found around bridgzz, Song, a sneezed “phee-r:,"”

Eagtern Kingbird - Spring thru Fall - Common - P. 194
Blacrx above and white below with white tip to tail. Defende its nect
area energetically, often giving a seriez of sharp, scolding notesz.

Jree Swallow - Spring thru Fall - Common - P, 204
Often seen gliding over the river ssarching for insects. Adults are
dark green-blue above, white below; imrzturese brown above.

Nortnern Rough-winged Swallow - Sprirg and Summer - Uncommon -
P. 204

Brown above, white below with diffuse trown shading on chin and
throzt, Feeds with other swallows along the river,

Bamk Swallow - Spring thru Fall - Fzairly Common - P. 204

Browr above, white below with brown breast band. Colonies of these
swallows nest in burrows in steep banks and come to the river to feed.

Barr Swallow - Spring thru Fall - Common - P. 202
A split-tailed swallow, dark above and orange below.

Blue Jay - Year Round - Common - F, 208
This vociferous songbird ic blue above, grayicsh-white below. Look for
ite crest and black neckband. Flocks cof migrants may be seen in fall,

Amertcan Lrow - Year Round - Commor - FP. 206

A ltarge (18") all black songbird. Listen for its familiar "caw." If
¥ou hear & nasal variation in winter or spring it is probably a Fich
Crow,

Elack-cappred Chickadee - Year Round - Common - P. Z10
Small (3"), gray and white bird with black cap and throat. Listern for
its whicstled "phee-bee" or "chic-a-dee-dee—-dee."

Tufted Titmouse - Year Round - Common - P, 210
Shaped 1ike a small (&") EBlue Jay. The titmouse i< gray &bove, white
belcw with faded orange on sides. In wooded sections of riverside.

White-breasted Nuthatch - Year Round - Common -~ P. 212
Blue-gray above, white below with a black cap and collar. Look for
thie small (3S") songbird climbing down trees headfirst.

House Wren - Spring thru Fall - Fairly Common - FP. 214

This wren and the next are small (5%), energetic songbirds. Thiz
species has a plain brown back, and a subtle eye-ring.

Marsh Wren - Spring thru Fxll - Fairly Common - F. 214
Look for this wren in cattail stands. The marsh wren has a white
stripe over the eye and stripes on the Sack. Song ie rapid and resdy.

Wgos Thrush - Spring thru Fall - Fairly Common -~ P. 222



Shaped likKe a robin but emaller (8"), this thrueh ie brown aboue and

white below with spots on breast. Crown ic ryst colored,
pmerican Robin - Year Round - Ceommon - P, 220

This familiar thrush is grar above with a yellow bill and orangs-red
breact.

Gray Catbird - Spring thru Fall - Common - F. 218
A gray songbird with a black cap and rusty undertail feathers., Listen
for ite cat-like whine from shrubs along the rivers edge.

Northern Mockingbird - Year Round - Common - P. 218
This gray, long-tailed bird shows patches of white on the wings and

the sides of the tail in flight. An accomplished mimic; phrasez sung
three times or more.

Brown Thrzcher - Spring thru Fall - Uncommon - P. 2ig
Rusty version of the mockingbird, with streaks below and largish
vellow bill., Another mimic; phrases whiztled, often in pairs.

Cedar Wsxwing - Year Round - Fairly Common - P. 224
Largely warm brown with yellow tip to tail and displarying a crest.
Listen for its high pitched “"zeee" call note.

Eurcpean Starling - Year Round - Common - P. 254
Summer starlings are largely black with iridescent highlighte; winter
birds are speckled with white, Starlings give a variety of callsz;

also a mimic.

Warbling Yireo - Spring thru Fall - Fairly Common - P. 224
A drab-gray, small (5") songbird that often nests along the river,

The canceist may hear its subtle warble when passing near a nesct,

Red~eryed Vireos - Spring thru Fall - Common - P. 224

Slightly larger than previocus species, also gray, with white stripe
over the ere bordered in black. Sings short, repetitious phrase ("cee
me, I see you").

Yellow Warbier - Spring thru Fall - Common - P, 228
Common nester along the river meadow; male yellow with reddish streaks
on breast. Song & rapid "sweet, sweet, sweet, littlemoresweet."

Common Yellowthroat - Spring thru Fall - Common - P. 244
Tan above and yellow below, the male with a black mask. This
diminutive (4") species =zings "witchity, witchity, witchity.,"

Scariet Tanaxger - Spring thru Fall - Fairly Common =~ F. 240
Slightly smaller than a robin, male brilliant red with black ta
wings, female clive above yellow below,

Northern Cardinal - Year Round - Common - P. 248
Both cexes have a thick bill with black facial markKings; male 13 red,
female i3 tan-orange. Song, a loud "cheer, cheer, cheer.,"




roce-breasted Grosbeak - Spring thru Fall - Fairly Common - F,.
276

Male black above, white below with a red bib, female 15 sparrow-1ike
with brown and white streaks. Licsten for metallic "check" note.
Song Sparrow - TYear Round - Common - P, 224

Basically Srown and white with streaking on breast and dark central
“etick=-pin" zpot. One of the commoner speciecs of the river meadow.

Swamp Sparrow - Spring thru Fall - Fairly Common - F. 280
Look for a sparrow with rusty cap and wings, with grar face and neck,.
Song is a loose trill often given from cattail perch.

Bobolink - Spring and Fall - Fairly Common - P. 258

Male in spring black below, with <ome white above. 1In fall, both
sexes resembie large sparrows with dark siripes on crown.

Feg-winged Blackbird - Spring thru Fall - Common - P. 232

Male black with red shoulder patches, female sparrow-likKe combination
of brown and white streaking. Listen for "conker-ree" song.

Common Grackle - Spring thru Fall - Common - P. 254
Long~tailed, long-billed, blackbird with many iridescent highlights.
Listen for harsh, raspy song and loud call notes.

Brown-headed Cowbird - Spring thru Fall - Common - F. 232

Male gloesy black with brown head, female mouce brown. Lays ite eggs
in other birds’ nests. Song a high-pitched bubbly jumble.

Northern Oricle - Spring and Summer - Fairly Common - F. 25&

Male orange and black, female olive and yellow. Look for pendulous
nest hanging from deciduous treees, Song contains whistle notes.

Aamerican Goldfinch - Year Round - Common - P. 272
Eright yellow, the male with a black cap and wings; often nest
building in mid-July. Whiney notes and rolter—-coaster flight.

House Sparrow - Year Round - Common - P, 282
Male with gray crown, brown back and black chin and throat markKings,
female mouse brown with vellow bitli. Song a dry chirp.

List compiled by R. K, Walton with suggestions by Richard Forster,
Massachusetts Audubon Society.




Mammal e

Most mammale are seldom =zeen br human observers. Even abundant
species such a3 shrews and vcles often pass unnoticed. The mocturnal
habits and secretive nature of many mammal species partially explains
their unfamiliarity. However, kKnowing what to look for can increace
the possibilities for the patient cbserver. @A quiet paddle at dusk or
dawn provides an excellent opportunity to ob=erve a variety of
mammal z.

Short-tailed Shrew Barely 4 inchee long, including tail, thic
slate-colored shrew is common in cur area. Shrews have pointed snouts
and tiny eyes and spend much time scurrying amongst the leaf litter in
search of insescts.

Star-noced Mole This mole averages 7 inches long. The unique bundie
of 22 short, pink tentaclies around the nose make it unmistakable.

This species is fond of wetlands and ucses ite flattened front feet for
swimming as well as burrowing.

Little Brown Bat Although other bat species occur along the rivers,
this is the most common one and is often encountered at dusk as it
flies up and down the river catching airbaorne insects.

Eastern Cottontail An introduced species that has gradually
inter-ored with the native New England Cottontail, This rabbit is
some times found on the edges of wetlands.

Ezstern Chipmunk This small (%2 inches including tail), familiar
member of the squirrel family is tan colored with a series of dark and
light stripes on its back., The canocist may hear the chipmunk s
“chuck-chuck-chuck..."” call along wooded sections of the rivers,

Woodchuck This large member of the squirrel family is normally at
home in field and meadows. However, they are good swimmers and are
occassionally seen crossing the river.

Gray Sauirrel This common woodland species builds a leafy nest
knitted together with a genercus supply of sticke. Although primarily
an arboreal species, the gray squirrel is also an excellent swimmer.

Red Squirrel About half the =zize of the previous species, thiz
squirrel is rust-red above and light below. Ther prefer areas with
conifers, ecpecially hemlocks. Often highly vocal, the red squirrel
gives forth a variety of chirps, chatter, and chortlies.

Filring Squirrel Two species (Northern and Southern) occcur in our area
and the canoist may see one of these at dusk along wooded stretches of
the rivers,

Bezver Once a common species in the Sudbury River Valley, the beaver
ts now small and s=eldom encouraged by its human neighbors. This large
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aquatic mammal may grow to 4 feet and weigh over sixty pounds. Loaw
for its wide, flat tail (see Muskrat).

Meadocw Yole Probably the most common mammal of our area. Also Known
as field mice, these voles are brown above, light below and measure
approximately & inches incltuding tail. Meadow voles are chunky with
small, black eryes, and rounded earc. They are at home in a variety of
habitats including river meadows and marzhesg.
Muckrat A fairly common aquatic mammai; sometimes confused with the
beaver. Adults are approximately 2 feet long and weigh up to 4
pounds. The muskrat is often encountered by canoeists as it plies
back and forth along the rivers. Look for its relatively thin tai}
which is flattened vertically. Muskrat dens, mounds of mud and
cattail, can be seen at varicus locations along the banks.

" Populations fluctuate on a cyclical basis.

Meadow Jumping Mouse A mouse with long hind legs and feet and & 4-&
tnch tail. This species is a strong hopper and, like a Kangaroco, uses
itz tail for balance. They prefer the sedge meadows along the river.

Red Fox The red fox is well adapted to suburban areas znd i< fairly
common in the Sudbury River Valley. Similar to & small dog, this +ox
has a bushy red and black tail with a white tip. Sometimes seen
Napping or sunning in a quiet spot along the river. The red fox iz a
strong swimmwer. Silver and cross fox color phases of this species
have Deen seen in the river valley.

Gray Fox Smaliler than the previous species, the gray fox is largely
arizzled gray with some areas of white and reddish brown hairs. The
tail is dark above and at the tip and reddish brown beneath. The arav
fox is Known for its abilities as a tree climber., Less likely to boe
seen than the red fox.

Raccoon LikKe most mammale, the raccoon ic primarily a nocturnai
animal. The raccoon can be identified by its mask and ringed tail.
The raccoons continued success in our area can be accounted for by its
adaptability to a range of habitats and a qgeneralized appetite.

Long-tailed Weasel This agile and active carnivore is betweer 12 and
18 inches long including tail. The long~tailed weasel is dark brown
above and Tight below; the tail is tipped with black. The
short~tailed weasel, or ermine, is a smaliler version (8~12 inches) and
alsc lives in our area. Most cshort-tzils and some leng—tails have
white coats in winter.

Mink This mammal i€ larger (24 inches) than the weacsels described
above and is dark brown with a white chin patch. Mink are at home in
wetltands where they actively range over their relatively large
territories.

River Otter The recent record for atter in the Sudbury River VYal
is decidedly scant. However, because otters wander over large ar
there i alwars the possibility that one will =how up in the loca




rivers. This tpecies averages 4 feet in length and weighs 20 poungz.
The otter haz a prominent flat nose and tong, rounded tatl.

White-tailed Desr A few deer still live along the rivers.
Unfortunately, urban development and dogs make their existence here
difficult. The canoist may come across a deer coming down to the

river to drink.

List compiled by R. K. Walton with suggestions by Charles Roth,
Macsachusetts Audubon Society.
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The following annotated ii1st inciudes those species that are common rn
the Sudbury and Concord rivers.

American Eel Only female eels are found in freshwater rivers. Their
stay here is related to a fascinating life history that includes
annuxl round-trip journeve of thouzands of milee to the Sargasso Sea
in the Scuth Atlantic. This green to vellowish~brown species s
recognhized by its elongate shape and continhuouse fin on the poster i gor
portion of the body. Adult female=s may reach 94 feet, most in the
rivers are much shorter.

Brown Bullhead This is a member of the catfish family and ic
recognized by barbels , fleshy protuberances, around the face. The
brown bullhead ie dark above and light below with a squarish tail fin.
Normally between 9 and 12 inches long. When handiing be careful of
sharp spines on fins.,

White Sucker An abundant species with bony flesh not favored by
anglers. This species has the sucking mouth parts characteristic of
the family and a bilunt head without scales, May reach 249 inches,.

Carp AR introduced species that tolerates poliuted water. Recognized
by its hump-backed appearance and sucker-like mouth with two barbels
on each side. The carp is goiden—-olive above, yellowish on the sides
and belly. May reach 3 feet in length and 30 pounde.

Golden Shiner The young are often used as bait by anglters. This
minnow can be identified by ite }ack of scales between the two fine on
the underside. The back is greenish and the sides silvery with golden
highlights., Adults to 12 inches.

Chain Pickerel A member of the pike family with the characteristic
long, slender srocut. Dark olive above with chain-1ikKe marKings on the
lighter sides. Look for the teardrop marking under the ey¥e. Adults
are normally between 12 and 24 inches long.

Yellow Perch This abundant species has a dark back with
greenish—golden, yellow sides. Dark v-chaped markings run from the
back down the sides. The front fins below are often orange. Look
also for a saw-tooth structure between the mouth and gill cover.
Adults to 16 inches.

White Perch Somewhat like largemouth bass but with 0o dark band aleng
the side. The back is olive~gray with iridescent highlightes, the
sides silvery, and the belly white. Adults to 18 inches, more
commonly to 12 inches.

Largemouth Base Dark above with greenish-bronze sides and whitich
belly. This bass haszs a broken banc of dark blotches along the side:.
Adults may grow toc 2 feet in lenath and weigh up to 10 pounds=;
commonly between 10 and 1S inches. The largemouth bass is a favorte

of anglers,




Fumpkinseed This sunfich iz recoanized by the scarlet spot on the
black flap behind the erve. UDark above, yellowish on the sides and

Delly; often with blue and crange blotches. Adulte toc 7 *. Look for
sunfish nests in shallow water. The nest is a shalliow depression
apout a foot in diameter anc often lined with gravel, Males patrol

the vicinity protecting the nest and surrounding territory.

Bluegill Like the previocus :pecies but with & squared, blue-black
flap behind eye and with a tiack blotch on hind part of back +:n.
Dark blueish-green on back, zides silvery with some dark barring,
belly reddish-orange. Adult:z usually to 7 inches.

Black Crappie This speciecs ic olive above with silver sides uniformly
mottled in black. Much blue iridescent coloring throughout and twc
dark spots on flap behind eyve. This introduced species grows to 14
inches.

Stocked Fish

The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife have annually
staocked the Sudbury River above the Fruit Street bridoe in HopKingtaon
with rainbow, brook, and brown trout. Because of the recent (1988)
advisory regarding mercury contamination in the Sudbury, this policyr
will likely be reviewed, MNorthern piKe have been stocked in the
Concord River at Concord, Carlisle, and Billerica; shad has alco been
stocked at Concord.

List compiled by R. K. Walton with suggestions by John Lindenberg and
Pete Jackson of the Massachusetts Division of Ficheries and Wildlife.




RIVER HISTORY

The canoceist orn the river is likely to be precccupied, and naturgail:
€C, with the sighte and sounds of the flyvial passage., We go to the
river for many reasons: companionship or solitude, a chance to leock
cutward at natural curiosities or the cpportunity for introspection,
and oftentimez just to get away from the everyday humdrum, We seldom

Qo to the river for a history leseon. Yet following the river, not
along its prezent course, but through the meanderings of its past can
enrich our prezent-day journey. Perhaps this section ic best read at

fiome or in some gquiet bacKwater so that the images of the past wil)
cccasionally perk to the surface on this vorage or that,

Fifteen thousand years ago the great ice sheets of the Pleistocene era
were gradually succumbing to the moderating temperature. f&s they
began to disintegrate, they left in their wakKe a barren, ftundra-like
environment flooded with great lakee and pockmarked with ponds.
Glacial Lake Sudbury and Lake Concord were two of these large, inland
bodies of water. The drainage of the lakes was not in its present
northerly course but in an easteriy direction. As the centuries
passed and mcre ice melted, glacial Lake Concord began te drain
northward. It may have been the breakup of massive ice dams in the
Fairhaven Bay area that finally allowed Lake Sudbury to vield to the
gradual northward gradient and take up i1ts present-day course. When
these great lakes were ultimately drained-down, they left expansive,
flat Take bottoms covered with sznd and silt. The original erosiona)
channel of the Sudbury and Concord rivers cut through theze flats on
their way to the Merrimack.

If the twentieth century canceict were transported back tc a pericd
twelve thousand years ago, he or she might suspect they were in
northern Canada. Such habitat and climatic details, however, would
seem relatively inconsequential to our canoceist acs he gazed at the
herde of mastodon and mammoth or followed a family of giant bearsc
across the tundra. With luck, our time-paddler might even catch a
glimpse of a small band of nomadic~hunters; these Indians were the
true pioneers of what we now call the Sudbury-Concord River Vallew.
Quer the next eleven millenia several Indian cultures would call thiz
river valley home.

By eight thousand years ago a moderating climate had resulted in
significant changes to the landscape. Gone were the Pleistocene
herd:, tundra, and borea) forest, and in their place were plant and
anima! communities more familiar tc today’s paddler. A mixed
deciduous forest covered the uplandz, while the rivers were bordered
By extensive growths of meadow arasses. At this time, Indians began
tc establish more permanment cettlements along the rivers, It is
probable that seasonal hunting and fishing sites were regularlty
visited by the various bands of Indianc. Archeclogical evidence of
cemeteriesz anc fish weirs in eastern Massachusetts {from 4500 years
agol) indicate & growing réliance on specific areas, Gradually, az
the Indians became more efficient in their use of seasonal foocd crops,
the bands’ movements tock on a more or lecs regular routine, By 1000
vears aqo the agricultural revolution, whose roots were in the
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southwest, had spread to the northeasz-. Corn, squash, and bean crocos
were planted, tended, and harvected rearly. Thic provided a regular
foca source as well as encouraging territorial ties for the Indiarn

groups, Rivers like the Musketaquid, the Indian name for the
Sudzury-Concord, were important to Joca) tribec for ceveral réasonc.
The river became the Indiancg” "highway" for their seasonal movements
bacx and forth to different camps and to the coacst. Dug-cut and
prooably birch-bark—type canoces provided transportation. Exczvations
along the rivers, as well as early first-hand accounts, record
impertant Indian sites at Saxonville, Warland, Sudbury, and Lowe!l)
(Wamesit). Gookin, an early explorer-writer, witnesced a gathering
of 12,000 Indians at Wamesit at a spring fishing village. The
Musketaquid yielded a rich harvest of fish much of the year. Besgidec
seasonal catches of alewife, eel, ang salmon, local tribes relied on
such species as trout, perch, and pickerel, Freshwater clams and
muszels were also a specialty of the MuskKetaquid. From the river
barxe, the Indians harvested root crops including arrowhead, water
lilies, and cattails. The river meadows provided wild rice and
crarnberries. It was often in the drijer portione of these meadows that
the Indian women planted crops. The relatively small Indian
populations as well as their annual movements resul ted in few negative
effects to the land. This harmonious, if not idyilic, lifestyle was
to come to an abrupt halt in the sixteen hundreds.

Early in fthe s#uen@%enty century, jas the Puritan ,merc ant-coloni/sts
gracually occupied all the land along the coast, many Eurocpean
settlers began to take notice of the recources available at intand
river valley sites. The valley of the Musketaquid was toc become the
first inland settlement in Masszachusetts. & devastating series of
diseases, most tikely brought by the Europeans, had severely reduced
Indian populations in the early 1400s and cleared the war for
cclonization. The initial band of European pioneers settled in
Concord in 1433, The river meadows, Indian agricultural clearings,
and abundant supply of Qame were all put to good use in the early
vears. By 1837 the colonial community at Concord had struck a deal
with the remnant band of Pawtuckett Indians, Al though the deed is
missing, eye witness accounts tell of the exchange of wampum, toclz,
and linens for the "plantation at Musketaquid." Squaw Sachem,
Wibbacowett, and Tahattawan represented the Pawtuckett, while Simcr

‘Wiliard and Peter Bulkeley spoke for the colonists. Willard in
‘particutar was well aware of the value of the local river and wettand

rescurces. For many years he alone held the right to trade with tre
Pawtuckett for such itemz az fish and beaver pelts., OQOther towns were
settled along the rivers during the seventeenth century including

‘Sudbury (which then included Wayland) in 142% and Billerica ang

Cheimsford in 1455,

For the early colonist, the cheoice land included riverfront acrea
The farmer valued it as a source of river meadow grasses and sedg
The annual hay harveszt, like that of ¢alt marsh grasses at cocaztal
localez, provided fodder for oxen; and it was oxen—-power that allcocweg
the farmer to clear and plow hiz fields. As early as 1834 Concord =
landowners expressed concern that the annual spring flooding preverted
them from working the meadowz and they proposed to "abate the Faile"

ce .
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cswnriver to increaze the rate of drain-cff. The colonizt also lgeke

L

L

12 the river and river meadow for many of the zame food and fur
"#sources the Pawtuckett found there. The fish crop in particular waszs
¢f such value that for many yearsz the right to set weirs at various

locations along the river was granted by town offials to a privileged
few,

Secause of the flat gradient of the Sudbury-Concord rivers along most
et their length, relatively few damz and mills were constructed in the

section between Framingham and Billerica. However, during colonial
times, grist mills and saw mills were established at various cites
along feeder streams as well as at Southborough, Saxonville, and Eact

Chelmsford (now Lowell). The farmers’ dilemma created by the seasonal
‘iooding of the river meadows Was gradually exacerbated by thece
man-made structuresz. Between 1798 and 1803 a canal was constructed
petween Charlestown and Chelmeford which intercected the Concord River
at North Billerica., Water from the Concord was used to flood thizs
canal. As a recsult of the canal, freight, including iron ore, wood,
and bricks, was rafted up and down the rivers. aAs part of the canal
project, the height of colonial mill dams downriver at Billerica was
increased. This provided more power for the mills and made the
Sudbury-Concord a navigabie waterway, but it also caused a certain
portion of the river meadows to become permanently flcoded. By the
middie of the nineteenth century, reservoirs were created upstream in
Framingham to provide for the municipal water needs of Boston. The
mill cwners were now able to control the river level (by releasing
water from the holding reservoirs when necessary); their needs for
high water levels to provide power conflicted with the farmers rieede
for dry meadows to allow for the hay harvest. The mill owners and the
farmers eventually went to court with the farmers ending wpe on the
short end of the deliberations. These changes in the wate- level of
the Sudbury-Concord aleo resulted in alterations to the river meadow
plant community. While historically the growth of river me adow
grasses and sedges had been encouraqed by the seasonal +lcoding and
draining of edge areas, it is likely that the relatively higher
year-round water levels created conditions more conducive to euch
water toclerant species as button-bush, bur-reed, and cattail,

During the nineteenth century large woolenm mills were Built on the
Sudbury at Ashiand and Saxonviltle and along the Concord at MNorth
Billerica and Lowell. These mills together with a growing industrial
¢conomy caused the first significant pollution of the rivers. During
the nineteenth century increxsing amountsz of wacte products and sewage
were discharged into the rivers b» tanneries, textile manufacturers,
and municipal users. Towarde the end of the century as Boston
diverted large amounts of water from the reservoir system at the head
of the rivers, the pollutante became more and more concentrated.
Twentieth century industry also had left its markK on the
Sudburr-Concord. Even more gsericus ih:n the continued dumping of
waste materials has been the ground water contamination at severa)
lacalities., The Nyanza site on the upper Sudbury in Ashland haec been
téentified as the source of various toxic wacte materialszs, inIosding
mercury, that siowly seep into the river system,




The hiztory of the river meadows, from the colonial erz to the periad

of urbanizat.on in the precent century, ic one of change, Az we have
seen, the early agricultural importance of the meadows gradually gauve
way to the mill interests. By the mid-nineteenth century, the farmers
were looking for alternate waye to get their river meadow acreage back
into production . One popular answer was land reclamat:cn ., Owners of

river meadows began to drain portions of these and other wetlands,
Henry F. French, a Concord resident, characterized the ninteenth
century attitude towards wetlands in his book Farm Drainage.

Frogs and srnakes find in thece swamps an agreeable
residence, and wild beasts a safe retreat from their
common fce. MNotoriously, such lands are unheal thful,
producing fevers and agQues in theipr neighborhood, ocften
traceable to tracts no larger than a« very few acres,

Al though it is difficult to quantify the exact amount of river meadow
lost to these nineteenth century reclamation etforts, it iec cafe to
say that many acres along the Sudbury-Concord were ditched and drained
in order to increase acreage under cultivation, A century later in
the 1950s and 1940z, a further decrease in river meadow habi tat
occurred as land reclamation once more became popular. Thig twentieth
century venture was motivated not by agriculture but by & real estate
boom. During the period of suburbanization the firct choice of the
developers wag the farmland. The leve] fields made ideal sites for
neighborhoods and shopping malle. As the promoters ran out of cheap
agricultural properties they turned to the river meadows. The
following excerpt of a letter from Allen Morgan to C. Russell Mason,
Executive Secretary of the Massachusetts Audubon Society, summarizes
these activities.

January 7, 19S5

The towns in the Sudbury Valley are expanding so
rapidiy that I am sure that the marshes will be
destroyed in my lifetime i+f prompt action is not taken.
Already, marsh land is being bull-dozed out and filled
with gravel in order to build more houses.

Fortunately, important efforts were begun at that time to protect and
conserve large portione of the river meadow habitat.

The story of conservation along the Sudbury and Concord rivers i

= a
relatively recent one. One of the earliest environmental gticies that
included our area was the 192% Bay Circuit Report. This report pointec
out the scenic and habitat values of the Sudbury River. A& 1730 ztats
document, the Report of the Sudbury Valley Commission, took a detzilec

lock at the natural and hydrographic charactericstics of the river
srstem. This report made specific recommendations for the protection
and preservation of the habitat along the rivers., Sugaestionz were
also made for major physical alterations to the rivers in order tc
control flcoding. In 1955, Hurricare Diane revitalized interest in
creating artificial control systems. The proposed dredging,
channelizing, and control srstems found favor with seme riverfront




property owrs-% who saw this as a war to create more farmland and
buildable acrzage. Anocther point of view wis Leing expressed by the
Sudbury Valler Trustees (SVUT). Founded 1n 1932, the SUT wss initrali.
compricsed of & handful of local citizens dedicated to the caucze of
conservation in the Sudbury River Valley. They pointed out that the
natural wetliande eystem on the periphery of the rivers was the bect
protection against flooding. As Allen Morgan, cne of the founders,
explained, "cisastrous floods... are the direct result of this sort ot
land reclamztion where marshes and ponds were drained to create more
farmlands, a~d where forests were destrored at the same time." The
1952 SUASCO (SUdburyASsabetCOncord) Watershed Work Plan reflected many
of the views and pocsitions that the SVT was espousing. In the early
1940¢ the ST and the Massachusetts Audubon Scciety workKed with the
ztate cotmicsioner of natural resources to develop a comprehensive
"Plan for the Preservation of the Wetlands in the Sudbury and Concord
Rivers." After intencive efforts on the part of several local aroups
enabling legislation for the "Wetiands Plan® was passed in {%¥81. This
made it pocssible for local, state, and federal agencies to acquire
land along the rivers for conservation purposes. In 19483, the
original 250-acre Federal Wildlife Preserve in Concord (given by
Samuel Hoar in 1944) was expanded through the creation of the Great
Meadows National Wildlife Refuge (GMNWR). At that time SUT sold over
200 acres to the federal government for inclusion in the refuge. &
ceries of subsequent land purchases by private conservation
organizations, towns, the state of Massachusetts, and federal agencies
hae resulted in additional areas along the rivers coming under
protection. The closing years of the twentieth century find a good
porticn of the local river and river meadows put aside for
conservation purposes. However, the Sudury-Concord is still at risk.
Local threats including real estate development, ground water
contamination, and diversion projects continue to have necative
effects on the river. Nationxl policies bearing on such issues as
acid rain ang water quality legislation also impact on the river
valley.

The history of the use, misuse, and conservation of the Sudbury and
Concord riverz i3 an ongoing one. The efforts of this generation are
critical tc any assurance that future paddiers on our rivers will kLe
able to enjoy the natural world of the Sudbury-Concord River Vailev.
Those interested in becoming a part of this important work are invited
to contact one or more of the conservation organizations listed in the

appendix.
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Canoe Access

Hopkinton

1. Fruit Street
2. Cedar Street

Ashland

Aiken's Road

Cordaville Road - Ashland Fish and Game
High Street / Cordaville Road
Cordaville Road - before Bridge

Howe Street

Johnson / Endicott Street

Pine Hill Road / Myrtle Street

- .

IOV AP -

Framingham

Winter St. Reservoir
Bowditch Field
Fenwick St. Dam
Central Street
Simpson Drive
Centennial Place
Purchase Street
Little Farms Road

. . . . s » .

M~ BONN =

»

Wayland

. Shore Drive

. Pelham Island

Boston Post Rd.

River Rd.

0l1d Rt. 27

. Sherman's Bridge Road

OV AN
- - L]

Sudbury

1. Great Meadows Nat'l
Wildlife Refuge

Lincoln

1. Lee's Bridge - Rt. 117
2. Sudbury River Canoe
Landing - Rt. 117




Concord

1. Sudbury Road - Heath's bridge

2. Concord Boat House

3. Main St. -~ Rt, 24

4. Nashawtuc Rd. - Hurd's Bridge

5. Lowell Road

6. 01d North Bridge

7. Monument Street - "Simmon's Landing Lane"
8. Monument S5t. - "Flint's Bridge"
Bedford

1. Bedford Boat Ramp

Carlisle

1. Rt. 225

Billerica

1. Rt. 4 -~ "Spinning Wheel" Restaurant
2. Riverview Rd.

3. Island St. -~ off Rio Vista Drive

4. Middlesex Turnpike - end of

5. Elsie Ave. - field across Kilsyth Rd.
6. River St. & Elsie Ave.

7. Rt. 3A - Boston Road

8., Salem St. / Darby Rd.

S. Lowell Street Fire Station

10. Faulkner St. - Cambridge Tool

11. Talbot Mills

Lowell

1. Billerica St. - 5 Arch Bridge

2. Billerica St.

3. Lawrence St. / Billerica St.

4. Lawrence St. Bridge




Hogkinton

1'

2.

Fruit Street

Cedar Street
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Fruit Street Bridge

Hopkinton

LOCATION

TOWN

#15 = NDC: #1 - Southboro Rod & Gun Club

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

At end of dirt road next to
Southborough Rod & Gun Club
bear left. Access is clear,
flat, =asy.

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
Parking on dirt road, or at top
beforee entrance to club.

This site is mentioned on page 3 of RKW's draft, but not as a

direct access point.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER
CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Cedar Street Bridge Hopkinton
LOCATION TOWN

=10 - Gallagher, John E. & Mary
=2 - Cedar Realty Trust, 1585 Center St., Roslindale

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
Great Great
X Okay Okay
Possible but difficult X Possible but difficult
Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)
Short walk to river from Pulloff for 1 car, 2 if use
pulloff, steep over some rocks, pulloff farther along street.
but once over these, access to Right after bridge on right.

river is easy.
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Sudbury/eoncord nive
Canoe Access Points

r

Ashland

gfgvﬁi Aiken's Road

3

b

7 2. Cordaville Road - Ashland Fish and Game
¢%3.° High St. / Cordaville Rd.

}8 )

3 4. Cordaville Road - before Bridge

- 5.'- Howe Street

J@#=4 jonnson / Endicott st.

4 7. Pine Hill Road / Myrtle Street

.




SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Aiken's Road

Ashland

LOCATION
#8 - Aikens, Andrew J.

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

Great

X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Access to river is down
slightly steep path through a
short wooded ares.

No access to river across the
street, as bank is built up
with concrete.

Parking:
Great
X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)

Parking only along the single
lane dirt road with a small
pulloff for 1 car. Street dead
ends into a private home.

Across street, dirt space
available for 3-4 cars.

This site is mentioned as an access point on page 3 of RKW's

draft.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Cordaville Road - down dirt road with

"Ashland Fish & Game Club" sign

Ashland

LOCATION

TOWN

#1% - Ashland Fish & Game Club, Inc.

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great
Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

0ff of dirt road on corner with
sign, there is a path through
the woods. Ezsy, level.

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)

Dirt pulloff on corner at path
entrance with room for 7-8
cars.

This would probably be a good place to take out, as there is a

dam a few hundred feet upstream.

-
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

4

{High Street, J Cordavilie Road Ashland
! S vdiutnliutosb v
LOCATION TOWN
#1 - Gizrgiari, Daniel M. & Dennis P., & Mori, Diane - Trustees

of the Zive D Realty Trust

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
X Great Great
Okay Okay
Possible but difficult X Possible but difficult
Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: - NOTES: (# of cars) 1-2 cars.
Althougn dirt area leading to Off High Street, along river,
water is rutted & may not allow there is a dirt pulloff -
for a car to pass over, access although rutted, where it may
to river is clear and easy. be possible to park. Across

from this is parking lot for

Antique Shop, where may be
possible to park.

This site is not specifically mentioned, but the Cordaville Road
bridge is mentioned on page 4 of RKW's draft.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

fiowe Stret |

Ashland

LOCATION

TOWN

#3 - Maloney, Charles J. & Barbara A.

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

Great

X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Access to river is by a narrowv
path next to the stone wall of
the bridge, with heavy brush on

the other sid=.

Parking:

Great

Okay

X Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
Only parking is on street, or
in grass field next to bridge.

This site is not mentioned in RKW's draft.

s
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

Great
Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Parking:

Great
Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)

Although this site was mentioned on page 4 of RKW's draft, When I
went out to the road, I was unable to find any paths leading to
the river, off of either side of the dead-end Johnson Street.

s
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CANOE ACCESS POINTS

¢ Pine Hill Road / Myrtle Street

Ashland

LOCATION

TOWN

#51, 142 - GMOL Trust - Gordon, Jay R. & Minndick, Arnold J.
#53 - Cuddy, Joan C., Trustees of the Joan C. Cuddy Realty Trust

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

On corner of the two roads, the
entrance to the river is flat &
level. This is right above the
dam.

On Myrtle Street, access is
further from dam. Bank is
lined with rocks, and one is
missing here, to allow for
access with a slight slope.

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)

Dirt pulloff space for 3-4
cars. Parking also in dirt
space across from entrance to
Pine Hill Road.

On dirt pulloff up slight hill,
with parking space for 1-2 cars
at actual site. Across street
is lot for "Ashland Office
Center" which may provide
possible parking.

This site is mentioned on page 4 of RKW's draf’ as an access

point.
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Sudbury/LCcnLLora niver
Canoe Access

Framingham

1. Winter St. Reservoir

‘?} Bowditch Field

r 3. Fenwick St. Dam

ﬁ»Central Street
ﬂ?Simpson Drive

6. Centennial Place

f_{::, Purchase Street

{ 8. Little Farms Road

Es ‘h-l

.



SUDBURY/CONCIRE RIVER

CANQOE ACCESS PCOCINTS
Town: Frzmingham
Site addrzss: Winter St. Reservoir
Site ownership (from Town map): MWRA and/or MDC
Physical practicality: [Great]

Not=s: Walk over bridge, away from pumping station, entrance
to field through break in chain link fence. Easy - not a steep
slops. CLirect access,

Parking: [Okay]

Notes (no. of cars}: 3-5 cars. In front of brick pumping
station. Lot for Framingham State is a far walk, but would hold

many cars. Vi

[
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CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Bowditch Field

Framinzham

LOCATION

Town of Framingham

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

NOTES
River
bank,

Great
Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

access is over a steep
through brush. Closer to

Union Ave. bridge, the path is
clearer, but still steep.

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
Lots of parking in lot of
field, and along drive.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

&"Fenwick St. Dam" - around curve of
Central S8t., before Fenwick St. and Summer

Framingham

LOCATION

TOWN

Town of Framingham and Mass. Turnpike Authority

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great
Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Can access river on either side
of small drop of wooden dam.

On side nearest road, above the
dam a pile of branches make
entrance awkward, while below
the dam there are concrete
steps to water. There is a
concrete footbridge which
crosses the river. On other
side there is a sloped path to
water above the dam.

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)

Qver curb there is a dirt
parking area right next to
river. 5-6 cars. Also a drive
across the street for pumping
station where 1-2 car,s can
park, although curve makes
crossing the street dangerous.

This site is mentioned in RKW's draft on page 8.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Sleria ae Framingham
LOCATION TOWN
Town of Framingham
OWNERSHIP AS SHOWh ON TOWN MAP
Physical practicality: Parking:
X Great ,8' Great
Okay Okay
Possible but difficult X Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)
Access directly to river over No pulloff of road. Room for
broken wooden guard rail, which 1-2 cars on side of road.

is right on edge of water.

This site is not mentioned in RKW's draft, and at meeting with
AHM and others, it was said thzt this site was '"no good."
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER
CANOE ACCESS POINTS

ORI Framingham
LOCATION TOWN
Framingham Conservation Commission
OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP
Physical practicality: Parking:
Great Great
X Okay Okay
Possible but difficult X Possible but difficult
Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)
Clear path from road, through Only parking is along side of
woods to river. Path is level street - there is nowhere to
with river, have to push pull off of road, although it
through a little brush right on is a back, highly residential
river edge. Seems a far way to road..

walk with a canoce.

This site is not mentioned in RKW's draft.




Simpson Drive

DATE OF ANUISITICH: Unknown
S1ZE: 1.7 acres
ADJACENT LAND US:: Residential

ACCESS: From Simzson Drive
NATURAL FEATURES: Woods along Sudbury River; flat terrain

USE: Fishing, picnicking

KEY

C;:awoods
:sl——-’-'path
@ main access point

RES PEUT AL
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

{ Centennial Place Framingham

LOCATION TOWN

Town of Frzmingham

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
X Great X Great
Qkay Okay
Possible but difficult Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars) 3-4 cars.
Right above/before the On right hand side, thin dirt
Saonville Dam. Access to river pulloff, Is across from

is through some grass - a bit residential area, parking may
wet. Close to road, within 15 not always be available.
feet.

This site is not specifically mentioned, although the area is
talked about on page 9 of the draft, when talking about a portage

around the Saxonville Dam.




YA

\-—-—‘_\
l “ant, 0F FRAMINGHAN
- (WA
f'— =~ R C
l ‘5TA 23,500 ( 54 ACRES) S
il ga
7} i} 207.49 s
37 g 80'03 T €513 =h
Oi‘it [ 8,0007 . B,2477% B 73
| <
Y
. - - LhT e F | Apdnpic | 7
” ;,’F ,/,cTﬁ'Ef tAle S Cfi,.',u’('/-‘ A= fp%
’ 8  SOALN L 3 DreGrubLe g%
l 85 =i e
TN - ;
SSA j 59 ;
__// : ]
J, 80.00 . 998
__l 24874
4 /f— ;7 f’ ‘/A? ——7? / ) ¢ - <
' DAL ' . it s F-is
21,732 Keit7y Tass
‘ 259.44 B
W 6178 7 60.08 . 7
e o L
l g Gerzh4irT & |
7,186 ro E HILEA F -
L 8915y
‘ ' inn
I L ee 27
! L_W; ==
=69 - =65 f
, /“‘\\
54, (53
‘\_/ . AN i
l 6177 o 60.07 L

-

p " . ! .
s (3. (e k i E




SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER
CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Framingham
LOCATION TOWN
not shown - most likely private
OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP
Physical practicality: Parking:
Great Great
Okay Okay
X Possible but difficult X Possible but difficult
impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)
Logs and cany rocks line actual 1-2 cars. There are metal
river bank. Path to river from posts with wires strung across
road is difficult, holes in the right at the curve of the road
ground on steep hill, with no along the river. One can park
clear path to river. on slight shoulder off road,

otherwise on side of road.
These posts and wire will also
make it a bit difficult to
carry a canoe through.

This site is mentioned on page 9 of RKW's draft.

'
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

g¢Little Farms Road - end of

Framingham

LOCATION

Framingham Conservation Commission

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON

Physical practicality:

X Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Clear, wide path to access at
river. Short slight incline at
bank, but easy.

TOWN MAP

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
7-8 cars. Large dirt
turnaround at end of road.

This site is mentioned on page 9 of RKW's text.

Tna




Little Farms Road

DATE OF AQUISITION: 10/29/81; Gift of the Generazio Fariiy
SIZE: 2.1 acres

ADJACENT LAND USE: Residential; woodland

ACCESS: From the end of Little Farms Road

MATURAL FEATURES: Sudbury River below Saxonville Dam, woodland
USE: Boat launch

KEY
woods
2 ‘boat launch
@ major access point

WC}.;}W’U.WJ‘H@ S FXMS e . T - .

31




F2. Pelham Island

{3. Eoston Post Road

5. 01d Rt. 27

sudpbury/concord River
Canoe Access

f:ﬁ.; Sherman's Bridge Road

g
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SUDURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

A ——

e s S ]

fShore DFIvE ™ -

LOCATION

United States of America

Wayland

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking
Great
X Okay
Possible but difficult X
Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: NOTES:
Path through woods and to left, Wooden
over small compost dump. Easy except
river access, no slope. Path

is fairly clear - a few
overhanging branches, but wide.
Seems far to carry a canoe.

This site is not mentioned in RKW's draft.

e

Great

Okay

Possible but difficult
Impractical/Impossible
(# of cars)

posts prevent parking
on road (which is dirt).
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

& Pelham Island - bridge

Wayland

LOCATION
U.S. Fish & Wildlife

~ TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON

Physical practicality:

X Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

On far side of bridge (towards
Jeffrey Road), on the left hand
side there is access without
much slope, clear. Right hand
side also provides similar
access.

TOWN MAP

Parking:
Great
X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical /Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
5-6 cars. Parking in a semi

pulloff, but able to park along
the sides of road.

This site is not specifically mentioned as a launch site,
although the bridge itself is mentioned on page 13 of RKW's

draft.

'
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

(Boston Post Road - Rt. 20 - after Raythzon Wayland

LOCATION

James M. & Devens H. Hamlen

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Direct, clear access to river,
May be a bit steep if parked on
shoulder, but manageable.

The bridge is mentioned on page
point of access.

.

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)

5-7 cars. Dirt shoulder on
righz, before bridge traveling
west. Slopes downward,
although not too steep to drive
a car d own to edge of river.
Farther down road there is
another dirt pulloff on side.

13 of RKW's draft, but not as a
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

2

LY e g

0ld Sudbury Road

Wayland

LOCATION

TOWN

USA - Great Meadows Nat'l Wildlife Refuge

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

) 4 Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical /Impossible

NOTES:

Direct access to river within
15 feet of road.

Parking:
Great
X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)

Right at water, on left hand
side of road, dirt pulloff with
room for 2-3 cars. OQther small
dirt pulloffs farther along
road away from 0ld Sudbury
Road.

In speaking with Great M S - Weir Hill, Sudbury, it was
indicated that th wint to advertise this spot in a canoe

guide. This site Was mentioned on page 13 of RKW's draft.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER
CANOE ACCESS POINTS

L 01d Rt. 27 - near Wayland Golf Course Wayland

LOCATION TOWN

USA or Counzy Commissioners

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
X Great X Great
Okay Okay
Possible but difficult Possible but difficult
| Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)
Access to river is clear, on a Site is at end of road - dirt
somewhat stezep gravel path, pulloff at this area can hold
some rocks. Easy. 2-3 cars. Before wooden

bridge, there is a grass/gravel
area for parking 6-8 cars, but
is a narrow roadway, and a bit
of a walk to the river.

This site is mentioned on pages 13, 14 of RKW's draft.

.



R —"
[0 44 I ey

..
LAY

HINIY

vopsdodary  ‘euinl

A4N8adnNs

S0
uakEAWWe) Aungy
axlowsuweg Hung)

NI YD UG PANA UL



D SSSSBHBHBEBHBHBBBEEBDN.

SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER
CANOCE ACCESS POINTS

 JShevianss. Bridge Road Wayland

-,

LOCATION ~ TOWN

United States of America

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
X Great Great
Okay X Okay
Possible but difficult Possible but difficult
Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)
Access to river clear, Dirt pulloffs on both sides of
unobstructed wide dirt paths on the road, Wayland side, holding
both sides of the road, on 4-5, and 2-3 cars,
Wayland Town line side. Slight
slope.

On Sudbury side of the river there is a sign which says "Canoe
Rental 1/4 mile, " but no further indication is given of where to
rent. This bridge is mentioned on page 15 of RKW's draft, but
not as an access point.

S
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Sudbury/L-~zord River
Canoe Acczss Points

Péafional Wildiife Refuge

In speaking with directors zt Weir Hill - Sudbury it was
indicated that while there are r: points of access from Refuge
property, there are two canoe lendings along the river (through
the Refuge) which are meant for tublic use. Although canoeists
are not allowed to launch their canoes from these points, they
are welcome to land their canoes at these sites in order to
explore the Refuge. Those who ¢z land should be aware thkat they
are upon Refuge property, and must observe certain restrictions,
as listed under Public Use Regulztions in attached pamphlet.

Refuge area is shown on attached sheet as well.
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Sudbury/Concord River
- : Canoe Access Points

Lincoln

ﬂt. 117 - Lee's Bridge

2. Rt. 117 - "Sudbury River Canoe Landing"

'




SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

ifce's Eridge Lincoln
LOCATION ~ TOWN
Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge
OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP
Physical practicality: Parking:
Great Great
Ckay Okay

X Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

On the East side of the river,
below the bride, a set of stone
steps lead from edge of bank
into the river. UD[escent from
pavement to water is both steep
and rocky. '

X Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# o< cars)

There is a dirt shoulder off
side of road - along with a "No
Parking" sign. Dirt shoulder
would accomodate no more than
two cars. The visibility®@and
narrowness of bridge at this
point in the rcad create a
potentially dangerous situation
for travel along the side of
the road.

In speaking with Great Meadows, Weir Hill - Sudbury, it was
indicated to me that they considered this access point as "not
very safe." This site is mentioned as the bridge in RKW's draft
on page 15,16, but not as access point.

S
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER
CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Route 117 - "Sudbury River Canoe Landing" Lincoln

LOCATION

Town of Lincoln

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great

Ckay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:
Easy, safe, clearly marked
paths ~ short walk to water
access.

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars) 7-10 cars.
Parking in a dirt semi-circular
parking area. More parking
available on dirt shoulder past
parking area - with a worn
trail leading to canoe path.

This site is mentioned in detail on page 17 of RKW's draft. He
also mentions Mt. Misery Conservation area as available parking
space, obut this is a far walk along a windy road.

' 3
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' Sudbury/Concord River
Canoe Access Points

Concord

B9 -udbury Road - Heath's Bridge

- 2. Concord Boat House

@ rashawtuc Road - Hurd's Bridge

m vain St. - Rt. 2A

¢ 5. Lowell Road

EE=-34 North Bride

% . .
'ligs vonument Street - "Simmon's Landing Lane"

@Monurﬂent gtpeet - Flint's Bridge
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

LR A

gar Heath's Bridge Road Concord

LOCATION

#3991 - Town of Concord

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

X Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Wooden telephone/log fence
along road as approach river,
and actual bridge crossing. No
breaks on either side.

Parking:

Great
Okay
Possible but difficult

X Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
No dirt shoulders for pulloff.

Has a curbed sidewalk along
road.

The bridge is mentioned on page 18 of RKW's draft, but only in

narrative, not as access point..

[




SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS PQINTS

Concord Boat Eouse Concord

LOCATION TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
X Great X Great
Okay Okay
Possible but difficult Possible but difficult

e — ———

Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)
Easy, direct access. Parking in parking lot.

This is a private boat house where the public may rent canoes and
is a popular launching site. I do not know how the management
would feel about one launching one's own canoe.

'



SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Concord

LOCATION

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
Great Great
Okay Okay

Possible but difficult

X Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:
No access.

Possible but difficult

X Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
No parking.

Bridge is not mentioned in RKW's draft.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

B
P I

ad - Hurd's Bridge

Concord

LOCATION

TOWN

Concord Land Conservation Trust; First Parish in Concord

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

Great
Okay
X Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Open access, but... guard rails
line the sides of road, after
thke stone walls of the bridge,
although there are small breaks
with paths to water. Nearest
side on right, path is stony &
steep with a chain link fence
underlying some gravel; at far
right side, path is dirt, but
drops off approximately two
feet over a concrete stone. On
far side, left, there is a
small dirt path but narrow and
steep.

Parking:

Great

Okay

X Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars) 2-3 cars.
Bit of dirt shoulder on right
after bridge, and on left
before bridge.

The bridge is mentioned on page 20 of RKW's draft, but not as an

access point.

~s
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SUDBURY/CONCC=D RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Lowell Road Concord
LOCATION ~ TOWN
=1677-1 - Town of Concord Conservation Commission

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
X Great X Great
Okay Okay
Possible but difficult Possible but difficult
Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars) 5-6 cars.
Cn side of the bridge, there is Cleared lot among trees.
a dirt road path which goes Parking can also be done on
pelow surface level of road. side of road opposite this
Clear access to river from area.

rarking area.

This site is mentioned on page 20 of RKW's draft as an access
point - it is mentioned as "Cow Pasture Conservation Area."
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANCE ACCESS POINTS

Concord

LOCATION

#1261 - Town of Concord
#1265,6,7,8 - USA, Nat'l Park

TOWN

#1264,69,70 - USA, Dept. Interior

OWNERSHIP A5 SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

If you walk down path directly
across from parking area, will
approach the bridge. As one
approaches, the two nearest
sides of bridge are clear,
level easy access points,

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
In parking lot for historical

park on Monument Street.

This site was mentioned as a landing site on page 20 of RKW's
draft. At meeting with Nat'l Park Service, it was questioned

whether this was a good spot.
bridge to carry a canoe.

.

it is a far walk from lot to




SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

B Simmons Landing Lana™

LOCATION

Concord

TOWN

#1262 - Shole, M. Washburn, 41 Great Meadows Rd., Thomaston ME

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
Great X Great
Okay Okay

Possible but difficult

Possible but difficult

X Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: NOTES: (# o cars)
There is a small semi-gravel In Parking area for historical
lane right after the exit to park.

parking area. From a view
further down the road, cne can
see that a dock has been placed
in the river, which presumably
can be reached by this lane. A
few yards into the lane,
however, a "NO TRESPASSINGY
sign has been posted.

This site is not mentioned in RKW's draft.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD =IVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

. Bridge - "Flint's Bridgas" Concord

LOCATION

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWH MAP

Physical practicality:

Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

X Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

No access off road down to
river, as bridge covers length
along road.

Parking:

Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

X Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
No Parking either on or off the
road.

This bridge is mentioned on page 21 of RKW's draft, but not as an

access poeint.

Y
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- Sudbury/Concord river
Canoe Access Points

Bedord

1.

Bedford Boat Ramp
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANCE ACCESS POINTS

€Bedford Boat Ramp - off Rt. 225 Bedford

LOCATION TOWN
Town of Bedford, #304,5,7 - US Fish & Wildlife

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
X Great X Great
Okay Okay
Possible but difficult Possible but difficult
Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)
Very slight slant from large At end of wide, 2/10 mile dirt
dirt area leading to water, road, one j;eaches the water.
Easy. There is a side area on left

for parking, but area is so
wide that one can park
anywhere. Gate open 6 am -
8 pm.

This site is mentioned as an access point on page 22 of RKW's
draft.
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Carlisle

1. Rt.

budbury/loncord ni.«=r
Canoe Access Points

225 - at bridge.

-




SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

P E L g
{ *59£§E§f?”225-;5513t road at bridge Carlisle
LOCATION TOWN

Barbour, William Jr.:Home - 41 Skelton Rd., Carlisle
Mail - PO 460, Concord

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:
The bank is slanted, steeper
than across the river in

Bedford, but still manageable.

many large rocks on the wide
slope blocking a clear and
straight passage.

Parking:
Great
X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)

On Carlisle side of bridge,
there is a dirt shoulder
pulloff - room for 4 cars.
Immediately before this, there
is a short dirt road which one
could drive down very slowly as
there are@large ditches, in
order to reach the water's
edgm. However, unless one
parked along side of this dirt
road, there is no parking area
at entrance to river.

The map of this site was not available from the Carlisle Town
Hall. If necessary one may be obtained from John E. O'Donnell of
Auburn, ME - Map 11. This site is mentioned on page 22 of RKW's

draft as access point.

S
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Sudbury/LConcord niver
Canoe Access Points

Billerica

<1, Rt. 4 - Nashua Road
Riverview Road

g
r~™3. _Islend Street - off Rio Vista Drive
| F 4 Middleszx Turnpike - end of
5. Elsie Ave. - field across Kilsyth Rd.
6. River St. / Elsie Ave.
{ 7. Rt. 3A - Boston Road
&Salem / Darby Road

9. Lowell St. Fire Station

m Faulkner St. - Cambridge Tool

‘11. Talbot Mills




SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Rt. 4 - Nashua Rd., "Spinning Wheel"

Restaurant Billerica
LOCATION TOWN

#208 - Aardvark Cheap Car Rentals Inc., 409 Boston Rd.

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
X Great X Great

Okay Okay
Possible but difficult Possible but difficult
Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)

Easy access, open, not a very In lot of restaurant.

big slope, with some ditches — ~

made by rain in sand & stone

path, and also some iron pipe

in path down to river. . ~ (7

/éo_a..m

Should check with owner of Center Harbor Marina to see about
access. Also possibly check deed to see if "Spinning Wheel" ig
legally owner of land at river - or if there are any provisions
in the deed for river use. This site is mentioned on page 23 of

RKW's draft, although he cites the Marina as access point rather
than the restaurant.

e
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Billerica

TOWN

#156 - William E. Fowler , #154,5 - Town of Billerica

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Dirt, residential road - more
like a path - barely drivable
with easy, level access.

Level with river, easy,
uncbstruced.

Parking:

Great

Okay

X Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
No parking but for on path.

At end of Riverview Road, on
right, wide grassy path leading
to river, with entrance blocked
off by stones. Not much room
to park except along road. 1-2
cars.

These sites are not mentioned in RKW's draft.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER
CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Wff Rio Vista Drive Billerica

g‘- B, -
LOCATION TOWN

Town of Billerica - designated as "Boat Launching"

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Pabking:
X Great Great
Okay X Okay
Possible but difficult Possible but difficult
Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)

Island St. is a dirt road, off
of another dirt road (Pelham
St.). There is a sign post,
but without street sign. The
street ends next to a
residential area, and seems to
be part of the yard, with a
slight sub-division off to
right. Parking in this area
3-4 cars.

Easy, level and clear access to
the water.

This site is not mentioned in RKW's draft.
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SUDBURY/CONCGORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

L Middlesex Turnpike - end of (dirt road) Billerica

LOCATION

TOWN

No ownership known. The Middlesex Turnpike no longer exists.

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great
Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:
Dirt patph to river, Straight
clear access.

Parking:
Great
X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars) 4-6 cars.
Able to park along the street,
and at entrance to river. 1Is a
dirt rocad.

This site is not mentioned in RKW's draft.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Elsie Ave. - Field across Kilsyth Road

Billerica

LOCATION

TOWN

#122,23 - Jennings, Brenda & Frederick

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:
Flat, clear access to river.

Parking:
Great
X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars) 4-6 cars.
Parking on street, or on field.
AS there are trees and rocks in
field, it is not ideal, as it
is neither completely clear or
flat.

This site is not mentioned in RKW's draft.

e
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

River St. / Elsie Ave. Corner

Billerica

LOCATION

Town of Billerica

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

Great

X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Access is limited, as bank is
lined with large boulders.
There is a small path, although
also narrow with slight
incline, but with clear access
to river.

Parking:
Great
X QOkay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars) 3-4 cars.
Dirt pulloff of corner with
parking.

The River St. bridge is mentioned in RKW's draft, but not as an

access point.

.




@

1

3

el w/w(w N L AT AR




SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANCE ACCESS POINTS

\&t. 3A - Boston Road - "Concord Shores" Billerica

LOCATION

TOWN

Arakelian, Morris Tr., Concord Shores Realty Trust, Bennet Hall

Annex, 1 Fern Brook Lane, Billerica

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

In back of building is concrete
drive leading down to river,
ending a few yards from shore.
Level, but with broken
concrete, making path a little
uneven.

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
In parking lot - but may be a
concern as it is a restaurant.

The Rt. 3A bridge is mentioned in RKW's draft on page 24, but not

as an access point.
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CANOE ACCESS POINTS

SUCBURY/CONCORD RIVER

AL - 4 ot

Billerica

Possible but difficult

X Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

nprivate Proprty - no parking"
sign. Little path, no access
to river because of large
boulders on slope.

an access point.

I
'
|
|

)
{
1
!
'
'
|
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T #
. o

LOCATION TOWN
Town of Billerica
OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP
Physical practicality: Parking:
Great Great
Okay X QOkay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)
Dead end road with room for 3-5

cars.

Bridge structure mentioned on page 24 of RKW!'

s draft, but not as
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

r Lowell St. Fire Station

Billerica

LOCATION

Tzwn of Billerica

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:
- Easy, clear access.

Parking:
Great
X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

——

NOTES: (# of cars)
In back of Fire Station, there

is a dirt/grass road. At end
there is parking for 2 or 3
cars.,

Possible to park at Fire
Station and walk, but it is far
to walk with a cance.

This site is mentioned on page 25 of RKW's draft.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER
CANOE ACCESS POINTS

Cambridge Tool Manufacturing Billerica

LOCATION TOWN
CRT Development, Faulkner St., N. Billerica

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
Great X Great
Okay Okay
X Possible but difficult Possible but difficult
Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible
NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)
Access is over fairly steep On rear side of Cambridge Tool,
slope, although a dirt path there is a dirt parking lot.
remains clear. However, there is a large sign

indicating that "WARNING -
Illegally parked Cars Towed
Away at Owner's Expense,"

This site is mentioned as an access point on page 25 of RKW's
draft.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

fTalbot Mills - back of parking lot Billerica

LOCATION

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

Great

X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Rocks are placed at the edge of
the river, there is a lot of
trash in this spot near bank,
kwhich is lined with large
pebbles. Sgall incline, except
for rocks at edge.

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars)

In back side of the building
across from mill, before Lowell
St. Bridge.

This site is mentioned on page 25 iIn RKW's draft as a point from
which to takke out. The portage he discusses is a very far walk

with a canoe, along a busy street.

i 3




Sutpury/loncora Kiver
] Canoe Access Points

Lowell

(1. Billerica St. - 5 Arch Bridge
2. Billerica St.
{3. Lawrence St. / Billerica St.

“4.. Lawrence St. Bridge



SUDBURY/CCNCORD RIVER
CANOE ACCESS POINTS

—

e .
éfLawfenc@‘St. Bridge - off Lawrence St. Lowell

LOCATION TOWN

City of Lowell

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
Great X Great
X Okay Okay
Possible but difficult Possible but difficult

——— —————

Impractical/Impossible Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: NOTES: (# of cars)

Bank is lined with large rocks, Can drive right up to water
but it is possible to put in at through field with wide dirt
one area directly in front of paths, off of Lawrence St. at
end of dirt drive on left, bridge.

where there is only one rock in
the way with a short steep
incline.

Farther along bank, there is a
more open spot, with less of an
incline, but more rocks.

This site is not specifically mentioned, only mentioned as the
Lawrence Street Bridge.

g
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

¢ Billerica St. - 5 Arch Bridge - Denton St. Lowell

LOCATION

TOWN

not shown - lot next to is owned by City of Lowell

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great

Okay
Possible but difficult

Inmpractical/Impossible

NOTES:
Clear, easy access close to
road.

Parking:
Great
X Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars) 3-5 cars.
Only along side of road.

This site is mentioned on page 27 of RKW's text as an access
point, mentioned as 5 arch railroad , below the 435 bridge.

. '
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

@Billerica St. - between Eugene and Acton St. Lowell

LOCATION
Philbrick, Leonard / Trs. TPB Trust

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality: Parking:
X Great X Great
Okay Okay

Possible but difficult

—— .

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: NOTES:

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

(# of cars)

Level, right on river. Easy Large dirt area between Eugene

clear access. St. and Acton St. At old
Automotive Repair sign. Lots
of space on dirt to park.

This site is not mentioned in RKW's draft.
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SUDBURY/CONCORD RIVER

CANOE ACCESS POINTS

€Lawrence St. & Billerica St. Corner

Lowell

LOCATION
City of Lowell

TOWN

OWNERSHIP AS SHOWN ON TOWN MAP

Physical practicality:

X Great
Okay
Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES:

Path through weed field
alongside the railroad bridge.
Entrance to river under bridge.
Easy, level.

Parking:
X Great
Okay

Possible but difficult

Impractical/Impossible

NOTES: (# of cars) 6-7 cars.
Right at sharhp corner of
Lawrence St. and Billerica near
tunnel. Dirt area to park.

This site is mentioned on page 27 of RKW's draft as "the next
railroad bridge & railroad trestle.”
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COMMUNITY CONTACT REPORT




SUDBURY AND CONCORD RIVERS

COMMUNITY CONTACT PEPORT

November 1986

The SUASCO Watershed Association

The Sudbury-Assabet-Concord Rivers Watershed Association
130 Torest Avenue

Hudson, Massachusetts 01749
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Organized for the davelopment and mentenznze of ciean watar in the Sudoury, Ac*"‘"st and Concord river basing

SUDRBURY AMD CONCORD EIVERS

COMMUNITY CONTACT RIPORT

Yovenber 1986

-

frepered for:

Furchase Order ho. PX 1600 6-0463

United States

Department O0f The Interior -
naticnal Park Service

North Atlantic Regional Cffice

15 State Street

Boston, Fassachusetts G2109-3572

Preyared by:

The Sudbury-Assabet-Concord Plvers Uatershed A88001at10n
130 Forest Avenue :

Hudson, Massachusetts 01749 .

Or, care of:

United States Fish and Wildlife Service
Great Meadows National Wildiife Refuge
Weir Hill Road

Sudbury, Massachusetts C1776

1008, recvelad nancr
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RIVER GUIDE PR(Og

SUDBURY AND CONCORD RIVERS COMMINITY CONTACT REPORT

LiTRODUCTION

The SUASCO Wetershed Association's contract under the National
Purz Service's "Eiver Guide Project" included provisions for a River
User Survey and for Conmunity Ccntacts. These tasks served to rrovide
a linited amount of publicity, to notify the riverside communities
that the prcject was underwey, and to rrovide the communities and
certain segrents of the user population an opportunity to communicate
Their attitudes and preferences regarding river use policy, to tne

Wetershed Association and o the Fational Park Service.

The Sudbury Valley Trustee's contract under the "River Guide
froject" provides for the actual preparation of the River Guide
booklet and maps.

The results of the River User Survey and the results of the
Cormunity and Organizational Contacts are reported in the River User
survey Report and in this Connmunity Contact Report, respectively. In
the former report, because of the large number of responses involived,
the number of responses in each category has teen tallied and the
resulting sums reported--that is, the frequency functions of esch
rossible response are reported for ezch category. In the latter
report, in contrast, because much useful information would be lost iT
only the freguency functions were to be reported and because the
srwaller number of responses made it practical to do so, the individual
respondent survey forms are reproduced and included in the report.

OLJ£CTIVES

The objectives of the Community and Organizationsl Contact Task
were:

(1) To notify the communities and organizations that the River Guide
Project was underway and to describe the purpose of the Project;

(2) To identify those comnunities which have a high level of interest
in the river and its uses;

(3) To provide an opportunity for the communities and other interested
parties to participate in the Project by communicating their positions




and nolicies and by offering Stuggestions on the content of the River
Users Code; and

(4) 7o assess the
River Basin
maragement
communities
groups.,

Potentisal benelits of
Groug to better Tacilitate ¢
Policy between the various g
s the civie and

establishing Some type of
he coordinatioen of river

vernmentel agencies, the
énvironmental organizations, ang the user

APPROACH

Responses wWere s
onservat
Westboro on
Biilerieca on
communities (and to organization
€xplaining the Froject, a draft CCpy of the
Survey forn inviting their respo 1
questions,

clicitegd from the Eoards of
the ¢ ion Commissions of

the dozen riversi
the headwaters of th i i
the Concorg River,

Selectmen and fronp
de conmunities irom

Eesrponses were also

Solicited »
along the river and

~rom five Rod angd Gun Clubs located
from four Guide Services ang Canoce Rentalg
the river, The parties from whon Suggestions were so0li
in Appendix A;

l and the contents of th
l Avienaix b,

RESULTS

Twelve of the %

Partieg conrleted an
Survey forms; none made an the content of the
River Users Code, of thege responses,

Among the more interesting observations gleaned
hegative ones., The

» fione of which re
tives who WEre

from these

J conecern powered boating,

celve nuch Suprort from those
sufficiently interested to respond,

ng and trapping
Comnunity representa

INTERPRETA I ONS

al selected Public officials do
policy of theip com

munities, the rast
©Xperience of the

Sociation leads ysg to believe
that these r . Many cornunities do not heve
0fficial nany of these Srecific issues. Official community
poliecy, to the extent

that it exists, on €nvironmental or river issucs




pay be embodied in such documents as open-space plans and in
flood-plain zone bylaws. COf course, suchk laws and regulations as these
associated with the Federal Zmergency Ilenagement Act (FEMA), which
grovides for the identification of flood hazard areazs, and the state
Vetland Protection Act (WPA), 2nd the Massachusetts Fnvironmental
Protection Act (MEPA) affect community policy.

To -be fair, we should note that to 2 certair extent an
inconsistency exists between the public officials resionses on hunting
activities and the significant and often picneering contributicns wade
by sportsman's organizations for the provection of cur wildlife znd
the natural habitat. Unfortunately, the public is often nore sware of
the actions of a minority of individuals whose irresponsible behavior
causes their activity to become incompatible with the activities of
other types of users.

KECOKMENDATIONS

Although the rroblems created by a minority of ill-trained or
emotionally unsuitable individuals are a blemish to any user activity,
they are particularly damaging to a potentially dangerous activity
such as hunting. This is a difficult issue and will probably remain so
for scme time.

On the other hand, there are many issues on which resoponsible
Parties are likely to aghee, no matter what their favorite river use
activities. These include such issues as the reroval of sources of
contamination from the watershed, protection of open srace and of
wvetlands, restoration of the snadromous fish (shad, herring, alewifes,
etc.) to the watershed by constructing fish passage facilities at two
dams, proper locationh and regulation of boat launching or mocring
sites, and more effective cowmunication of approrriate vehavior and
rrocedures to the responsible users and more certain and effective
enforcerent action for the intentional violator who by his behavior
demands such action.

Perhaps the most important observation to note here is one whrich
becoumes obvious to anyone actively involved in the effort to rrotect
our water resources and which does not reguire 2 survey to identify
1t. This observation is that the development of river ranagenent
policy and the implementation of that policy is not very well
coordinated among the federal and state agencies, the river basin
communities, and the civie, the environmental, and the user
organizations.

The Watershed Asscciation should restructure itself to better
serve as a vehicle for coordination between citizen groups throughout




the watershed; the Executive Comnitvee for the River Guide Project
should continue beyond the completion of this project in order to
Serve a coordinating function between the river basin organizations
and the federal and state agencies., Regular periodic meetings as
inirequently as once per year with additional working meetings as
appropriate might be sufficient.

COLCLUBIONS

The number and the depth of the responses were as would be
expected wnen one considers the priority which the River Guide Project
entails in compariscn with the more urgent administrative duties with
which community cfficials must contend. We must conclude that either
the Fiver Guide Froject is a relatively non-threatening issue at this
tize, or that we have not adeguately communicated its implications.

The responces support--but by no means conclusively--the
conjecture that rower boating, hunting and trapping are viewed by
these public officials as activities which conflict with other more
benizn uses.

The uses regarded as most important by these community officials
appear to be unpowered boating, fishing, hiking, and observing
wildlife.

Finally, we take this opportunity to note again that the
watersned could benefit if some mechanism were established whereby
better coordinaticn and communication could be maintained between the
various river and shoreline custodial agencies and the river users.
Retention of the present River Guide Project, Executive Comnittee as a
River FManagement Committee and a restructuring of the SUASCO Watershed
association to better accomodate and serve local citizen grours, is
recounended as one possible approach.
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Wavliand Town OFffice BHido. Wavland, MR 01778

Framivmonam Concord Souare Framinnonam, MA Ol 701

Ashliand 101 Main St. Ashlang. M O1721

Hookinton Havdern Rowe Hookintorn., MA GL748

Hoprintorn Havden Howe Hopwintaon, MR Q1748

~
~i
=~
fia

Southooro Souwtnioorag Common Soucthbora, MR

Westboro Towrn Hall Westboro., MMA 01581

Lincalrn 1& Livneoln Rd., Lincoln., MA Q1773

Concord. Town Hownse Concord. MR 01742

v
Fedford 16 South Rd. Bedford. fA O1730

Carlisle Town Hall Carlisle. MA 01741

Billerica Town Hall Billerica. MA Oigat

Lirncoln Guide Service 152 Lincoly Kd., Livcoln. MA 01773

Tucker?’s Camoing & Carnce Rentals 89 tLimgoln Rd. Sudouwry, M8 QL7776

viaylang Rod & Gurn Club 4 Meacowview Ro. Haviand. MA Q17786

Southbaro

Rod & Gurn Cluapn Fruit St. Hookintorn, R Ol 7a8

Framingnam Soortsmants Asscciaticon, e, Lumper S5t. Hookintor,

Concord Rod & Gurm Club Strawberry Hi1l1ll Rd. Concord. #3 QL7432

Mayrard Rod & Gun Club Old Maill Rd. Mayrmard. A Q17354

=




APPENDIX B

COMMUNICATIONS WITE COMMUNITIES & ORGANIZATIONS




c; 3a o
o n | )] vl O
15 o -y W Q4 -
ur 4 W ) i o C s
' . i} N feon) % 4 .
I 1 4 n ] “ o
[ oo . oy ol 3 D F,
] | SITS I R N i (SIS yoged o 14
Nt L w0 i (SRR R 4n (SIS W o
_a,. 4 [ fy IR I ] R
¢? Pl im W S Ly o vl oo e
o5 (DI o I ) I O (SIS [ SENE A .
O e NLINTH 3 oo o (EIE
- - il 1 i} 1 42 0 R, 0 K0
T3 AV SPRYE T LY W 1 oan W 42 D 4T a0 @
w Ve 43 g 'J o -1 > 4]
W 0w 3 W o RO & IR ¢ B & B )
et REES R IS | b2 ; [SEE VR PR B S &
\! 003 g ) L — g0 w2 I STNNE
o 3 ot o 1> (SR -0
.‘.w 42 O Sl Ll Wm0
nﬁ. W - [ 43 e 2 43 g g2
N . oty (SRR 4+ ©
o e a o3 L kide o e W
3 ® -2 G4 . 1 Lo @
1) > e S o 1 OO 3, e
T 54 TR oo oo e
3 3 42 4 e (ONAN ta @
) Q) O ar s e 3 Wt O
m I wdoylom s 0l Ul L QM
i N rod AN IR/ T L i D O
e fa 1 (3} &) ri e W O LI
L 5] i N S g Q
4° )] L1 eI S P IR S ()]
kY o S U1 et W B e
. 1 [\ 0y fa B1ST 42 Y5 O
v O y 0 e TR
2 - , fa (O RO T P R G
- o W (RPN /) QIR S T N
03 B .. 42 0y [ [SEES NI iy
BN BN ] O [SNe) . O I o W BN <
%) 1 w . O g2 IRV T TR
- - [ - Ne — 0D [SRRS ST S P [l
U . ol 0. 1= a0 | 6]
_._W ¢} (@] Wooe 0 $4 | — EE e IS BN O R STHGA &
¢ - - QW . 2O T @ W A4 O
i =~ LR W O n " o— G C) opt o O <
( O -4 SO R e K3 O Ul 2 O o Ea =
1 i < wo>oop -l © . > DS k42 OO
¥ [ S R A 4 a0 QA QLS
i) 8] ed -~ W 0} +2 42 2| v BTl 42 ) Gy O
&= K b 12 LU O O 1 o . G .
[} [\t = (O + o [EE RN o D ® o oo
w o o R R W 4> £ 0 fg WM OO i
o [~ @ ) I e O~ O U W g o
R ) [ O W+ O 4> vl gy —~ o do
T w0 s @ €Ay m..a (ER AL S I A R e R S ) .
m O s 1] (/] 2T fa 42 Sl [s BN S LI o RO I 5 R
= [ N wd b -1 —~ O i © 1 D o £ n
L (o) — M - S oo KSR > e O QO Pl 2 & [}
n o t, NS v L R O (RN E I & R e
IR S e W - 0w > © a0 S ISR VI = R E i AW
FS Q - D © - G e i . 0y O _ O] O —1 2o O
i8] (R == - R I [ o Oy 0, 800 g et UF ed
@ fo 1y O el 1 L O W2 -4 Lop oW rd2 30 £ 3 LT e .
FESD R ] KERI T S vl PO I PR SR o e Faved
o, D [ 0w 3 o 17 el g e e 42 gl O
r “w 1D o a$ Q© @ g o ¢ £y wm W o e W 12
Ream— _ .— bz re] W £y wo, Wy Fa 80O W) e IR
i o LA S e) V5 [ W o oy O >0 2 4D ke D el

S

N G E-F 4 T S OE A T AR Ty Ay W W O aE a TE e

-



P
L)

"4

=
1o
AN

=1

Lot

wl

we C)
[(h )

-
(=%
=

8,
JERN
S
=
'z
L
[
L

Urv
1
T

O 'z el

A

incilude
¢
r

rartieci
co
g
i

1

*
e

U

nig
S
Te
WS
gi
T
\ -
Ll A
c.

<
d
H

ke
Char=1
.
f=
=

T
e
c
ve
s
d

1
c
c
0

=]

5}

—

G
v
L
S
c

o]
H

€8
T
iSE

ei

IS vy o
1

Cu
no
&

e

r
e
slbke

2

5]
ne
>~

- o

3 o

;/4
lie
inc:



oy =) =

REIVER L2 3 SLrVEY
uasilo Wiaterzned Associztionsdilaticonal Fark Service

to dztermine what char:
of i1mportance and conce
of our river resource.

it
R

LACHTIGH: LATE: TIiME: FOLESTE

Hinat uses are important to you? Fleass indicate if YOouU ORRD
Lses : USES/YEAR IMEPORTANCE (Cneck 1)

Unpowesrsd boating...... ceseOreat  Some Mome_ __ ..
Fcwared boatimg...... . «re-ev.lBreat_ _Som=z__ _Mons__ ..
Filshinmge e e s neneenas e s+eebreat ___Some__ _None__ ..
S ImMmINge o aees.. e sreessOreat __ Soms___None_ ..
Humt imge s s o s i s h v e e e e svessBreat  Some___Mone_ ..
LI =Y I o sesse.Breat | Somzs_ _Mone__ ..
(R BT S ¥ o Fo S e ceesebreat___Somse___Mone_ ..
Obesrving wildlifa..... ceaes.Great _Some__ _Mone__ ..
Other (spacify)

What characieristics of the river system do you feel are important?
LHARSCTERISTIC . IMECRTAUCE (Check 1)
Matural beauty...........z............Great___SDme___None___
Matural habitat=s, .00 ien v vieena..breat___Some___Mone_
Hiztloric sites. ... ... oo cvesnas.Great __ Some___Mone_
WoEN Z02C2. 4. . e e e vreacn e breat _ Some___Noine_
Flocd comtrol. . v e e e unen. veesnw-eesBGreat | Saome___None_
R A Y e I «..Breat___Some___Mane
Otrar (zpecify)

O what @xtent are you concsreed oy present or potential problems

EROELEM COMCERN_ (Chezck 1)

Water guality..eenas i i it it e i «...Great___Some___done__
Overuze.e .. ... tecrsases et Breat | Some___Mone_
Trash.................................Breat___Scme_ﬁ_Nane_q_
FUbliC aCCESS. i inanentnnntennenn ... .Breat___Soms___MNone

Shoreline developmEnt e e e e e eneose
Other (specify)

..Great_“_Somen__None__:

Do you or would you 2at fish from the river?

If a boater, where do you most often put in/take out?
ArE you interested in joining the Watershed Association?
Other commente? (gwver)

e AR

lesze rzturn to: SuAsCo Materched Association

wAaslo bMatershsd Association for the Mational Faekb Service
= tzristics of the river and surroundlng
rooto tne public, and to facilitate the

This survey of river and shoraline ussres 1e being conduct=d by

in order

c/0 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Great Meadows

Weir Hill FRoad

’SleL'nLI.I";-‘. M 17 7S

Tzl

EANTR

such

arcas ar<

protsction

i
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Fefuge




We, who like the waterfowl, visit the river
&¢=sonal migrations hither ang yon; ws, who like the deer, reside in the

wetershed and call it our hope -- we, all of us, are the rivers-” custodians
®for ourselves and our posterity, Eecause rankind and the river e

have evolved tocgether through the ages,
intertwined,

pPericdically during our

-r am B

nvironment
our futures are insxtiricably

Therefore, in ordger thst ve ray irprove thes river and pass it on to
Tuture gznerations as Past generations have Protectasd it and Passed it on to
US, we adopt the River User*s Code:

-

TE

0]

R

2

VER COD

m

Ei

[y]

tr

F:f‘;L....Y

e il discsurage the cnploitation cf the river for the short-term
rofit of the few and will sesk to foster a nutually compstible relationship
for the long-ternm benzfit of the neny.

SPECIFICALLY

V' recognize that these izruss vhich desery

—EIrve
With this qualificction, ve pPlcdge to:

ith tire:

CHARACTER &nd INTEGRITY )

Lizintein high stundirdes of U =
ctondards in others, Lvoid €ffzocicting with
to respect the rights of others

cnd support these
*ho are unable

o+

e g 1}
O [
I

3 M
-

COLPETENCE znd SLAFETY

Develop corprtence in our chos=c
endanger oursclves or cthers.

n cetivitics co that we do not

LAINTENALCE and HOUSEKEEPING

Help to raintamin the river environr
renove debris -- take cut vhat we

cnt. Svoid contenination,
L o1 3 : - 3
t&re Inj lcuve only footprints,

I
+
.

COOPERATION and ENFORCELENT

Coopercte with others to pron
occosion cnd the locction elo
Cppropriate to a recresz=tic
hictoric arca. Velcone

infractions cnd violutions to the ctitonticon of cthers, but do not
becore engaged in ¢crircny; instccd,

note pcrtinsnt focts =nd
report to zuthorities.

ote bchovior aporopricte to the
ng the river, For €ilanple, bzhavior
nal crca ray be iniprrepriste to a

€uggecsticns from othere, Tactfully bring




e

S. HMONITORING and REPORTING

Observe the condition of the enviornment and report items
requiring attention to the proper auvthorities. Report incidents
of contamination, violations of regulations and other pertinent
information. (5ea@ Reporting Form in this booklet.)

- PUBLIC RELATIONS and EDUCATION

- a

Avoid activities which would damage the public’s perception of our
recreational pursuits. Do not jecpardize our privilege to use the
river. Aesist in educating our colleagues. Do not tolerate

behavior by a few undisciplined individuals which could damage the
reputation of all river users.

. POLICY and REGULATION

Keep informed regerding the drafting and revision of peolicies,
lawse, and regulations governing the mecnasgenent of the river and

its zllowed uses. Submit written corrent and give verbal
tectimony &t public hearings.

. PUBLIC PARTICIFATION

L]

Participate with our colleacues in cogorerative, orcani-ed

cctivities to protect the river end our privilege to use it today
and in the future.

We adopt this code because we know that our destiny and the river’s

estiny are intermingled and flow from the sane source to the same sea --
e

and
cause we sense the past and perceive the future and know that they are one.

g ..
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The SUASCO Vatershed Lssociation's "River Guide™ contract from
the Faticonal Park Service included provisions for a Fiver User Survey.
This survey served to provide a limited zsount of publicity, to notify
the riverside coumunities, and to provide the coriurities and certain
tecrents of the user population an orrortunity to cocruniczie their
aitituoes and greferences regarding river use policy, to the hzterched
lesociation and to the Laticonal Park Service,

responses were solicited from the Selectuen znd from the
Conservation Compissions of the dozen riverside corrunities from
westuoro on the headwaters of the Sudbury River downstrezm to
Billerica on the Concorad River. Packets vere railed to each of these
cormunities containing a cover letter explaining the project, a draft
cory of the River Users Creed, aznd a survey form inviting their
responce on a wide veriety of river use cuestions,

Responses were also solicited from five Rod 2nd Gun Clubs located
eleng the river and from four Guide Services and Cznoe Rentals serving
the river,

This poll was intended@ to obtein an indicz2tion of trhe attitudes
ang prerlerences of that segzent of the public which does in fact use
vhe river and its shoreline. This poll was not a randoz sample of
vztershed residents and wes not intended to provide a estatistically
valid representation of the attitude of the general public. Eeczuse of
the season during vhich this survey wes conducted a2t sites 2long the
river, the canoeing and hiking segrents of the river user comrunity
Lredominzte in the survey. A poll conducted in latve 1all end winter
would be expected to include more hunters; a poll conducted in the
spring night be expected to include more anglers.

~ Over 120 river users wvwere intervieved at pojuvler user sites along
L& river. llost of the responses wvere from users in the Town of
Concord area teczuse the U.5. Fish and Wilalife Refuge «nd the Rowvan
Eoat Kental tend to atiract meany river users to this zrea. £lso, the
tice of year during which this survey was conéucted, the auturcn
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nontus, attracted many canoerz andé rikers; therefore, thnis sezient of
The river user coznurnity ccrjriced the cajority ¢f the resicrses.

RESULTE:

ihe results of processing over 120 responses to the River User
furvey zre shown in Figure 1. The uses rost icrportant to the
responaents included unpowered beating (reflecting the Rowan Canoe
Fental site) and hiking and observing wildlife (reflecting the US FaV
Great leadows Refuge site). There was also = substantial and perhaps
Surerlsllis =nount or interest in Tishing and SWikring awmong these
users. he know that fishing is an important activity on the river;
hicvever, for the rezsons already rentioned, this survey was not
exrected to, and probably did not, capture as large a proportion of
englers as actually exist among the river user comrunity.
Consequently, we must assume that fishing is even wmore inmportant than
indiczted by these resulis.

b

The cheracteristics considered rmost inportant were natural
veauty, natural habitats, and open space. Eistoric sites were of
sorewhat less importance and flood control and water supply were of
leegst iuportzsnce to these users.

We nust renember that the survey is intended to acsess rublic
rercepiions; these percepbtions may not reflect the true importance of
each of these characteristics but rather may reflect a lack of
coir.uniceation between public agzencies and the public regarding the
true inmgortance of these clharacteristics. Cbviously, the wide river
nealiows and the meandering charzcter of the river chanal in those
&treas which nave not been dredged or filled, perform an extrenely
luportent flcood control functicn. Casuzl observetion of the river
l.eadovs during spring flood or during a hurricane dispels any doubt
concerning their natural water retention capacity.

Likewise, the controversey betwveen the river basin conrmunities
(incluaing billerica which dewnends essentially exclusively upon the
Concord hiver for its public water supply) and the lietropolitan
District Commission (FDC) and now the Hassachusetts Vater Resources
Authority (NWRA) leaves no doubt concerning the ingportance of the
Sudbury-Concord Rivers as sources of public water supply not only for
thne river basin communities but also for the Eoston area comnunities.
inis controversy concerns the proposed diversion of about 20 to 40
hillion Gallons Per Day (GIPD) of river water from the Sudbury-Concord
River to the Foston areas.

~ It was somewhat surprising to see vater guality and trash zs
teing tre problems of greatest concern among these users wvhile public
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accese was of leasi concern. This rey indiczte that, 2t least in the
Concord ares, the ITezers zzcess roinic are £erving reascnably well.
Deverilieless, thisg cheuld ret crzcure the fsct that during the surrer
Lontus it is not unusual to £ce scme of the access teinis
over-saturated with autos sprilling out of the official rarking sreas

Atlso, there was substantisal concern about shorelins develorrent
enG significant concern sbout overuse end ccnfliciirg uses,

¥inally, the response to the cuestion, "Do you or would you eat
fisi irom the river?", is rarticulerly inportent to the watercshea
hAssociation. liost of the resypondents irdiceted thet they ao or would
€at Iish fromz the river. The nurper o unguzlified "yesg™ responses wus
€% with 7 azdditional resronses guzlified with such phrases as "yes, if
it were safe to ezt the fish",

e assune that rany of these resyondents would favor the
insteilation of fish rassace facilities on ire Concord River at ine
Lewell Tam and 2t the Talbot 19i11s Danm in Billerica, in oréder to aliow
the Sudbury-Concord Rivers to share in the Yenefits of the
feaeral/state znadromous fisheries restoration progreauw currently
ungervay on the lerrimac Fiver. Such facilities are necessary to allow
shad and other ansasdromous ang cacadrormous fish to reach suitzble
£rawning srounds imnediately downsirezm of the Saxonville Tzlls on tle
Sudbury River and in tributary streams and ronds.

)

The reestablishment of these fish %o the Sudbury-Concord Rivers
is izportant not only because of their obvious recreaticnal value to
the rublic tut 2lso Tecavce of treir more sutile valtue as incdicetor
Species which give wvarning of present or incirient water problers in
our rivers and strears

EECONLENCATIONS

—_— —_— .

Trhe results of this Survey cen serve s a reference point for
future surveys for the burrcee of deternining trends znd identifying
Changes in river user attitudes--to thie extent that future surveys
address similar concerns. It is Tor this resson that the Lresent
Survey Las attempted to address = wide varietly of torics, = variety
tuiticisntly troad ito cover not only issues currently in vogue but
&ls0o issues which may becone inportant in the future. Future surveys
should attempt to do this slso. Nevertheless, this survey was a
(relininary atternpt and = nusber imrrovenents have 2lready becore
&L&l BT,

e
For instence, the survey foru should be reviced to resove



autizuities which oceur in scne of the cussvions. As one exauile, ine
»resent Torz does not allew us to dezrrine why the resrorndenis were
¢cncerned avout water guzlity--4ic trey consider the rrecent water
¢uelity to te poor, or did ithey ccnsider it to te good bui were

concerned for its future prospecis? Another example, in the "Usge"
Section, Tue large najority of respoudents have indicated that they
consider powered boating to be of no importance. Does this nmerely rean
that it is unimportant to them because they do not use rowered bozts,
or does it mean that powered boating is uninrortant on these stretches
of the river tecause the respondent telieves this use to te cezzzing
to the environment or incoopatible with other more preferred uses.
This is a crucizl distinction vhich should te made but which the
bresent form is incapable of making.

In order to rerove the azblguity cited above, it is recorizsnded

that the current "Use" section resronse cancices oF "Crezt s Some
y lione ." te replaced by the response choices of "Strongly Favor R
loGerately Feavor » Leutral , Moderately Crpoce y Sirongly Or;ose

1t
.

kY
With the above change in response cholces, the avility of the
form to coununicate useful informztion concerning the resiondents
attitudes can be still further enhanced by incorpcrating the items in
the "Charzcteristics" section into ihe "Use" section, thereby
elininating the former section. Also, sore other wording shoula
rrobebly be substituted Tor the ivem, "Keatural beauty".

Although it would enlarge the list of items ty two, it seens
ioperative that distinctions be rade betwveen two types of flood
control--rearely, between "natural flood storage" and "flood control
construction"--and likewise between tvo categories of vaver
subply--nz.ely, between "local water suprly” and "water Giversions to
otner river basins". Suitzble concise wording should be sought to
express these distinections.

The item "Shoreline develorment" should protebly be transferred
Troa tne "Problen" section to the "Use" section end rerlzys also the
itenm "Public access". In any event, the item "Public zcecess" is rnearly
zeeningless as currently used in the form. Is ‘re resrondent concerncd
about public access because it is inadequate, or because there is too
ruch for the river to accermodate, or beczuse it is in the Wrong
locations? Furthermore, does rublic access mean boat launching sites,
or does it rean riverside picnic arees, or aces it Lean riversice
raths and trails. Perhaps the item "Fublic zccess" in the "FPFroLlew"
secvlon chould ke replaced with the three new iters "Cance lzunching
sites" and "Riverside picnic areas" znd "Riverside paths & trails" to
be inserted into the "Use" section.

4




The problex of contactiines & wider crectirum of river users ic &
ult one. Ideslly, the river ucers csrould be rolled zlong the
river durirg all sezcons of the year. A possible aliernative,
iess satislaciory, aprrcach umignt ve to aistribute blank forws
0 selecied locations such as cance rental facilities, wildlife
re;ubes, sporting clubs, etc. The problem with such an approach is
uczer aisinterest or the risk of "ballot box stuffing”.

URO=]

cl-

A releated catier which could be very useful for a variety of
rewsous, woulid tne wrinting of forns to facilitate the reyoriing to «
CENLT al office, oF viothions of regwlations and of imporiant
incidents or corditionslobserved along the river by the users. This
woulu enzble responsible users znd the public agencies 10 cooprerzte in
srovecting the river from unintentionally damaging sctivities as well
2s Irow those parties who 4o not kesitate to usurp the rights of
others in order to Turther their cwn persconal gain., This cooperative
cul€avOor 1s usea very ertfectively in sowe other siztes by such
teencies as the Pennsylvania Came and Fish Conmissions in their
nzgenent of thet state's fish and wildlife resources and lends and
tervays.

&
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CO.CLUSIONS ;

Thesze bvrvey results are consistent with the Vatershed

’55001au10n s exvectations, eAcefu for the very great concern over

weter guality end trash and the significant desire (even though the
curvey was noi targeted towara the angling segment of the river user
com.unity) of the resgonéents to te stle o use tne river for sWinpming
&g Icr rishins. Tne &reat nvaber of respcndenis who desire to feel
gecure 1n egtinu fish from the river indicsves that the existing
convanination of the fish is indeed a piroblem deserving a2 high
priority of attention, It would alsc aprear to imply potentially
widesiread support among the user connunity for the resteration of
shad and other migrating fish to the Sudbury-Concord Rivers.

Suseesticns have been orfered which would irgreve the conient of
the survey iorm. Leficiencies in the polling process have been ncted
and an ideal but gerhaps not a wractical =olution has been menvioned.
Fegular periodic surveys of this tyre are recorrzended, with the
results Irom sucessive surveys being couniared with one ancther to
558655 trends and to identify the effcets of changes in river
marogsemnent poliey uron the rerceytions of the river users.

Finally, it is strongly recorznended that a program or soue
rechenisn be established to rromote snd to facilitate a cooperztive
relationship btetween resyvonsivle river uvusers and the respective public
e e~cles, to e¢nhance the enforcement of regulations and the monitoring

A
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and reporting of cenditiorns s2lons the river., The rrinting =nd
circulavion ¢f reporiting forms and the lssignation of & single
receiving ¢Ifics have beern suzsesied 22 & necessary first step tcuard
Tns alhlevVewLent 01 such & ceocyerctive progsram.
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