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Biological Diversity 

Divisial of Intet:pL!#tatim 

Not often in one I s professional career do m::ments ani ; ssues cxme alon::J which 
fire enthusiasm ani stillulate creativity. We fim Biological Diversity ani 
its associated issues - clearin3' 'Ihe Air ani Gld:lal Olarge - to have 
provided such a nanent in the National Park SerVice. 

'lhe energy which these issues has generated lIl.ISt continue ani grow - in 
order to do so it needs focus, direction ani depth. 'Ihe Biological Diversity 
Intet:pretive Initiative Task Groop recc:mnenied in its plan that an 
interpreter I s manual be develq:lE!d "to serve as both a tJ:a:inin:J document ani a 
resource for interpretive ani educational activities." 

'Ihe Task Groop knew that in order to nake biological diversity an active part 
of our lives ani p:t:og:t:dlllS, we were goin3' to need a primary source to study 
ani a place to accumulate additional infonnation ani ideas as we learned 
them. 'lhis Biological Diversity Harrlbook is such a source ani place. 

We hope ycu fim the material stillulatin3' ani we welcxme your c:omrrents ani 
suggestions for future :revisions • 

'lhis Harrlbook shalld not take up space on your shelf. car:ry it with YCAl. 
Take it apart ani read it in sections. Make marginal notes. 'I\lm dO\\7l1 the 
pages. Ask questions about the material. DL"C'lss the issues at lunch. Make 
the Harrlbook your 0\\711. 

Bare of yCAl have already been interpretin3' threads of biological diversity 
themes. Ahead of us lies the q:porbmity to create new weaves in our 
ProgrdlllS so the plblic will urxlerstani both the nany facets of biological 
diversity ani why it is inp:>rtant to each of us that biological diversity on 
the planet be preserved. 

Kenneth Raithel, Jr. Michael D. watson 
Assistant Director for In1*pn~tic;n Chief, Division of Interpretation 
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Biological Diversity Introduction 

FlQI '.IHE DIRECItR 

'throughoot the world, we are witnessin:J an unprecedented loss of our 
biological heritage as a result of human influences. Sane of the influences, 
like habitat destruction and poachi.ng, involve direct rnysical disturt>ance. 
Others, like air pollution and the "greenhouse effect", act :in:lirectJ.y by 
affectin:J natural processes. 

'lhe earth' s incredible wealth of natural ecosysterrs, species and gene pools 
- which we call biological diversity - is an ine><haustible reservoir for 
human progress. Natural biological diversity benefits us all by providing 
ecological services like clean air and water, aesthetic landscapes for our 
enj cymant, and foodstuffs, JOOdicines, and products on which the quality of 
our lives depen:l.. Each of us has a personal stake in protectin:J biological 
diversity. 

Biological diversity is central to our mission. our national parks are 
natural reservoirs of biological diversity. our role must be to maintain 
this natural biological heritage - fran microbe to sequoia. We must 
cammu:nicate the basic 1t'Orality of Nature so we can foster ethical conduct 
based on respect for nature and natural laws. We must provide perspectives 
on the benefits of biological diversity to society and the causes of the 
acceleratin:J losses. We must explain how cultures of the past have utilized 
and depen:l.ed upon biological diversity. We must show how human welfare and 
our options for the future are linked to and depen:l. upon biological 
diversity . 

Interpretin:J biological diversity in its true fullness - explainin:j' all the 
natural , cultural, econanic and aesthetic =nnections which depen:l. upon 
biological diversity - is fun:laloontal to what the National Park Service is 
all aboUt. 'lhis is an area in which we can exercise real leadership. 

Many divergent groups and perspectives can be brought together and linked by 
interpreting biological diversity. Effective cammu:nicationcan broaden our 
=nstituency by showin:J that protectin:J parks in a natural state is in 
evezyone I s best interest. 

Interpreting biological diversity is not a one year program. Biological 
diversity must bec:care an interwoven, fun:lamental part of our on-goin:J 
interpretive and managenent programs. Like Clearing 'lhe Air, which you have 
already learned about, and Global Olange, which you will be hearin:J 1t'Ore 
about - Biological Diversity must be made a part of us. 'lhese inter-related 
issues must be a part of how we approach decisions and plannin:J. '!hey must 
be woven into our programs in a way that makes them hit horne with the public. 

'lhe challenge before us is great - the issues are vital and excitin:J ones. 
I wish you well in your studies of what biological diversity is all about 
and, rrost of all, in Inaking biological diversity CCll1'e alive for everyone you 
meet. 

Wi~~~ 
Director, National ~ Service 
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Biological Diversity 
To: All Biological Diversity Communicators 

From: Richard Cunnjngham,Chairperson, Biological Diversity 
Interpretive Initiative Task Group 

Subject: Hope is NQI an Endangered Species 

Our planet is in trouble ..... so we are increasingly being informed by the news 
media. It is a theme that they have recently discovered, but has been of concern to 
ecologists and "environmentalists" for many years. It has been stated that the loss 
of biological diversity is second only to nuclear war in its threat to humans and other 
life on this planet. 

Under these circumstances it is easy to develop doom-and-gloom scenarios. It then 
becomes easier to be very pessimistic about the future of life on this beautiful little 
planet we inhabit. When pessimism rises, despair and apathy set in and hope 
vanishes. 

But there is hope. There has to be hope! And that hope lies in you and me, and in 
people just like us. We are people who care and share a common commitment to 
express and extend our caring for life to others. The "Right to Life" movement, 
concerning human abortion, is one of the most sensitive and political issue of our 
time. But there is another right-to-life issues that needs to be communicated. This 
issue deals with the rights to life of the fellow organisms, plant and animal, with 
which we share in common Planet Earth. 

We often overlook how much power there is in interpretation. The power to reach 
inside and affect, or change, people's ideas, emotions, and values. But with that 
power comes a heavy responsibility. A responsibility for accuracy and honesty. 
Without those two elements, interpretation is nothing and means nothing. 

The task before us is a great challenge and a great opportunity. I feel our job as 
biological diversity communicators will become both easier and more difficult ... 
two sides of the coin. As more and more media attention, through television, 

Introduction 

newspapers, and magazines, is focused upon biological diversity andr-____ -r~--"":"-., 
environmental issues, the general public will become more aware and 
knowledgeable. That will make our job easier. But at the same time it 
will make our job more difficult simply because of communicating to a 
better educated public. Therefore, our interpretive messages must be 
the highest quality of factual information, accuracy, and honesty that is 
possible. 

Only when enough people in enough countries understand and care 
will change take place. Our role as communicators is to help people 
understand. I recently came across the following quote from Baba 
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Dioum, an Mrican ecologist: 

In the end, 
We will conserve only what we love, 
We will love only what we understand, 
We will understand only what we are taught. 

Most of all, never feel that the task before you is so overwhelming that it's not worth 
the effort. Granted, you may not be able to save the whole world, but you can help to 
save a part of it. For me personally, doing whatever I can, within my own real 
limitations, has become a mission central to my being. It's easy, because I care and 
I know you do too. That is why we work for this organization. 

Don't ever forget - One person can make a difference! 
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Biological Diversity 
Introduction 

About This Handbook 

We at The Ohio State University have enjoyed the opportunity to conduct the survey entitled 
"Interpreting Biological Diversity in the National Parks" and to coordinate the development 
of your handbook. Our charge was to work cooperatively with the Division of Interpretation the 
Biological Diversity Interpretive Initiative Task Group and the Division of Wildlife and 
Vegetation in Washington to develop a reference handbook for National Park Service(NPS) 
communicators. 

As you read this document, please keep in mind that this handbook was not designed to be a 
cookbook, an instruction manual or an edict. It was developed as a tool to assist a highly 
productive group of professionals to be even more productive in the area of biological diversity. 

This handbook is organized into the following sections. 

Section 2: Section 2 contains summaries of technical papers on biological diversity. 

Section 3: Section 3 consists of papers written by a number of NPS professionals on topics 
addressing biological diversity. 

Section 4: Section 4 contains content materials you may need to develop your biological 
diversity communications program. Twenty-six fact sheets on related topics were designed to 
provide you with an overview of the many facets of biodiversity. Each of these fact sheets has 
been reviewed by a panel of university researchers, NPS scientists and interpreters, and 
outside agency delegates. For more information, or clarification, please consult those 
references listed at the end of each fact sheet. Although these fact sheets appear to cover 
separate topics, they are as interrelated as is our environment. Select article references and 
some reprints are provided at the end of this section as sources of further information. 

Section 5: Section 5 consists of sample biological diversity programs as examples to help you 
develop your own programs. Each program sheet contains a general program idea designed 
for a variety of different audiences, interpretive techniques and park resources. These 
programs are developed around 12 of the 26 fact sheet topics. At the end of each general 
program is an example program, on the same topic, that was written by an NPS employee or 
other contributor. Many of these examples were only in the development stage at the time of 
printing. Please contact the credited individual for more information. 

Section 6: Section 6 provides a place for you to develop your park's own biological diversity 
program. The article, Planning Your Biological Diversity Program, was designed to give you 
guidance in this area. 

Section 7: The final section includes a glossary, book and article bibliography with abstracts, 
and a listing of resource materials, teaching aids, and audio-visual resources complete with 
sources and prices where available. 
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This handbook is merely a beginning. We at the University have made our input, various 
Divisions have planned, and Task Groups have reported. The bottom line, and the ultimate 
determinant of the degree of success, is the effort that individual parks and communicators 
make towards this initiative. Each park, whether natural, cultural, historical or recreational 
in orientation, has numerous possible biological diversity messages. The degree to which 
each park chooses to participate is an individual decision. As an NPS cooperator, we are 
convinced that all members of the conservation community- government agencies, private 
organization, universities, mass media, etc.- must recognize the real threat and missed 
opportunities associated with the loss of biological diversity and work to stem the tide. 

It has been our pleasure to work with you on this project. We appreciate any feedback and are 
available to assist you whenever possible. Our phone number is (614) 292-2265. 

T7.1:..-YOU
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Biological Diversity 'technical Report 
Summaries 

Management Policies Relating to Biological Diversity 

U.S. Department of the Interior-National Park Service 
NPS Management Policies 1988 

Biosphere Reserves. Individual park 
ecosystems of park lands that are 
components of regional ecosystems believed 
to be internationally significant examples of 
one of the world's natural regions may be 
nominated for designation as biosphere 
reserves. General guidance for the 
international biosphere reserve program is 
provided by the United Nations Education, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) through the Man and the 
Biosphere (MAB) program. Working within 
the U.S. MAB program, the National Park 
Service will assist in determining the 
suitability and feasibility of including parks 
in U.S. biosphere reserve nominations, 
participate in research and educational 
activities, and furnish information on its 
biosphere reserves for inclusion in domestic 
and international information systems. 

The designation of park lands as 
international biosphere reserves will not 
alter the purposes for which the parks were 
established or change the management 
requirements. To the extent practicable, 
superintendents of parks participating in the 
international network will incorporate bio­
sphere reserve objectives into statements for 
management, general management plans, 
action plans, and park interpretive 
programs. Superintendents will pursue 
opportunities to use the biosphere reserve 
network as a framework for local, regional, 
and international cooperation. 

World Heritage Sites. Natural areas 
believed to possess outstanding universal 
value as part of the world's natural heritage 
will be nominated to the World Heritage 
List. U.S. recommendations are approved by 
an interagency panel chaired by the 
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Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife 
and Parks, based on criteria promulgated by 
the World Heritage Committee. These 
criteria and the rules for U.S. participation 
in the Convention Concerning the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage are published 
in 36 CFR 73. Once an area is designated a 
world heritage site, the National Park 
Service will recognize the designation in 
public information and interpretive 
programs. 

Protection of Native Animals. The National 
Park Service will seek to perpetuate the 
native animal life (mammals, birds, 
reptiles, fish, insects, worms, crustaceans, 
etc.) as part of the natural ecosystems of 
parks. Management emphasis will be on 
minimizing human impacts on natural 
animal population dynamics. The native 
animal life is defined as all animal species 
that, as a result of natural processes, occur or 
occurred on lands now designated as a park. 
Any species that have moved onto park lands 
direct or indirect as the result of human 
activities are not considered native. Native 
animal populations will be protected against 
harvest, removal, destruction, harassment, 
or harm through human ac-
tion. Individual animals 
within a population may 
be removed only 
when: 

• hunting and trap­
ping are permitted by 
law. 

• fishing is not spe­
cifically prohibited. 



- -------

• control of specific animal populations is 
required for the maintenance of a healthy 
park ecosystem. 

• removal or control of animals is necessary 
for human safety and health or to protect 
structures or landscaped areas. 

• removal is part of an NPS research project 
described in an approved resource 
management plan or is part of research 
being conducted by others who have been 
issued an appropriate collection permit. 

• removal will restore native populations in 
other parks or cooperating areas without 
diminishing the viability of the populations 
from which the animals are taken. 

Population Control. Natural processes will 
be relied on to control populations of native 
species to the greatest extent possible. 
Un-natural concentrations of native species 
caused by human activities may be 
controlled if the activities causing the 
concentrations cannot be controlled. 
Non-native (exotic) species will not be 
allowed to displace native species if this 
displacement can be prevented by 
management. 

Animal populations or individuals will be 
controlled in natural, cultural, and 
development zones when they present a direct 
threat to visitor safety and health, and in 
cultural and development zones when 
necessary to protect property or landscaped 
areas. The decision to initiate a control 
program will be based on scientifically valid 
resource information obtained through 
research. Planning and implementation of 
control actions will comply with established 
planning procedures, including provisions 
for public review and comment. Where 
persistent human/animal conflict problems 
exist, a determination will be made of 
whether or not curtailing or modifying 
visitor use and other human activities might 
be a more desirable alternative. The need 
for, and results of, controlling animal 
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populations will be evaluated and 
documented by research studies and in the 
natural resource management plan. Such 
studies will assess the impacts of the control 
methods on non targeted as well as targeted 
components of the ecosystem. 

Other management measures that may be 
used as necessary, separately or together, 
include live trapping for transplanting 
elsewhere, gathering of research specimens 
for NPS and cooperating scientists, public 
hunting on lands outside the park, habitat 
management, predator establishment, 
sterilization, and destruction by NPS 
personnel or their authorized agents. In 
controlling wildlife populations, highest 
priority will be given to encouraging public 
hunting outside the parks and live trapping 
within parks for transplanting elsewhere. 

The National Park Service will consult, as 
appropriate, with other federal 
land-managing agencies, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, state agencies, native 
American authorities, and others regarding 
programs to control populations of fish and 
wildlife, research programs involving the 
taking of fish and resident wildlife, and 
cooperative studies and plans to guide public 
hunting outside park boundaries. 

In cases where individual animals are 
removed from park populations consistent 
with these provisions, carcasses may be left 
in natural zones to decompose, or live 
animals or carcasses may be removed from 
parks, according to provisions of applicable 
laws, agreements, and regulations, 
including the giving of preference to native 
Americans. 

Management of Migratory Animals. Many 
species of vertebrates and invertebrates 
regularly travel from one location to another 
at yearly or other intervals. Such species 
have at least two significant habitat areas, 
and those that spend time in route may have 
three or more. Where those species occur in a 
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park, park habitats generally provide only 
one of the major habitat needs, and the 
survival of the species in the parks is also 
dependent on the existence and quality of 
habitats outside the park. 

Parks having native migratory species (bats, 
caribou, geese, marine turtles, elk, frogs, 
salmon, whales, and butterflies, to name a 
few) will ensure the preservation of their 
populations and their habitats inside the park 
and will cooperate wherever possible with 
others to ensure the preservation of their 
populations and habitats outside the park. 
Management actions may include: 

• participation in regional land use 
planning efforts and cooperation with states 
and native American authorities in the 
setting of game harvest regulations for lands 
outside the park (useful for managing 
short-distance seasonal migrants, such as 
elk). 

• monitoring to develop data for the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and National 
Marine Fisheries Service (useful in 
international negotiations for far-ranging 
seasonal migrants, such as geese, whales, 
and marine turtles). 

• presentation of information about species' 
life cycles, ranges, and population dynam­
ics in park interpretive programs (useful for 
managing all species that frequently move 
into and out of parks). 

Management of Harvested Species. Hunting 
and trapping wildlife will be allowed only in 
parks where such use is specifically 
authorized. In areas set aside with legal 
authorization for hunting, trapping, fishing, 
subsistence use, or other harvest of native 
wildlife, the National Park Service will still 
seek to perpetuate native animal life and to 
protect the integrity of natural ecosystems. 
Management programs directed toward the 
restoration and maintenance of habitats 
supporting such animals (including fish, 
amphibians, insects, mammals, birds, 
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molluscs, echinoderms, and crustaceans) 
will be conducted through cooperative efforts 
with individual states under memoranda of 
understanding. The restoration of habitat 
will generally include treatment to return a 
damaged area to its natural condition, which 
will then be self-perpetuating. It will not 
include the continued artificial 
manipulation of habitat to increase the 
numbers of a harvested species above natural 
levels, except where directed by Congress. 

Fisheries Management. Fishing may be 
restricted in certain waters and at certain 
times if it is determined such actions are 
needed: 

• to protect rare, threatened, or endangered 
plant or animal species in the waters or in 
adjacent habitat. 

• to meet park objectives for scientific study, 
interpretation, environmental education, 
appreciation of fish and other aquatic life, or 
other public benefits. 

• to provide opportunities for depressed 
fisheries to recover. 

• to protect spawning grounds of endemic 
fish species. 

• to maintain natural distributions, 
densities, age-class distribution, and 
behavior of fish or of native wildlife species 
that use fish for food. 

• to protect the natural integrity of aquatic 
areas within natural zones. 

In natural, cultural, and park development 
zones, fisheries management will seek to 
preserve or restore natural aquatic habitats 
and the natural abundance and distribution 
of native aquatic species, including fish, 
together with the associated terrestrial 
habitats and species. Artifical stocking of 
native fish will be employed in natural zones 
only to reestablish native species in their 
historic ranges; stocking of exotic fish 



species will not be permitted in natural 
zones. Stocking of native or exotic species 
will be permitted in cultural zones only 
where there is a special need associated with 
the historic events or individual commemo· 
rated and where an exotic species, if used, 
could not spread to natural zones or waters 
outside the park. Stocking with native 
species, but not with exotic species, will be 
permitted in park development zones. 
Stocking programs for other purposes in these 
zones will be discontinued or phased out 
except wbere therre is congressional intent 
expressed in law or a House or Senate report 
accompanying legislation. 

Resevoirs, and in some cases channelized or 
otherwise manipulated rivers and streams, 
in special use zones represent altered 
environments that may reduce populations of 
some native species of fish and encourage 
others. The National Park Service may 
cooperate with state fish and game officials to 
work out programs of stocking reservoirs 
and other altered waters, where authorized, 
for purposes of recreational fishing, using 
either exotic or native species, or both. Active 
fishery management programs will be 
encouraged in such waters. 

The new ecological environments and 
niches created by the alteration of natural 
waterways may be most successfully filled 
by exotic fish species; nevertheless, 
management activities will give precedence 
to native fish species over exotics wherever 
native species are adaptable to the altered 
environment. Rivers and streams in special 
use zones may be stocked with exotic species 
of fish only when it has been determined that 
exotics already are present and established 
and where scientific data indicate that 
introducing additional exotics would not 
diminish native plant and animal 
populations and that the exotics could not 
spread to natural zones or to waters outside 
the park. 
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Landscapes and Plants. The National Park 
Service will seek to perpetuate native plant 
life as part of natural ecosystems. 
Landscapes and plants may be manipulated 
only when necessary to achieve approved 
management objectives. These objectives 
will vary according to management zones, 
as described below. 

To the maximum extent possible, plantings 
in all zones will consist of species that are 
native to the park or that are historically 
appropriate for the period or event 
commemorated. Only native species will be 
allowed in natural zones. Use of exotic 
species in other zones will conform to the 
exotic species policy. In any zone, 
landscapes and plants may be manipulated to 
maintain habitat for threatened or 
endangered species, but in natural zones 
only native plants may be used if additional 
plantings are done, and manipulation of 
existing plants will be carried out in a 
manner designed to restore or enhance the 
functioning of the plant and animal 
community of which the endangered species 
is a natural part. 

Natural Zone. In natural zones, landscape 
conditions caused by natural phenomena, 
such as landslides, earthquakes, floods, 
hurricanes, tornadoes, and natural fires, 
will not be modified unless required for 
public safety or for necessary reconstruction 
of dispersed·use facilities, such as trails. 

Terrain and plants may be manipulated 
where necessary to restore natural conditions 
on lands altered by human activity. 
Management activities may include, but will 
not be restricted to: 

• removing constructed features, restoring 
natural gradients, and revegetating with 
native park species on acquired inholdings 
and on sites from which park development is 
being removed. 

• 
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• restoring a natural appearance to areas 
disturbed by activities such as fire control 
and hazard-tree removal. 

• rehabilitating areas disturbed by visitor 
use. 

• maintaining open areas and meadows 
where they were formerly maintained by 
natural processes. 

Wherever possible, revegetation efforts in 
natural zones will use seeds, cuttings, or 
transplants representing species and gene 
pools that are native to the ecological portion 
of the park in which the restoration project is 
occurring. Where a natural area has become 
so degraded that a restoration with native 
species has proven unsuccessful, improved 
varieties or similar native species may be 
used. 

In localized, specific areas defined as special 
management subzones of natural zones, 
screen plantings may be used to protect the 
natural zone from undesirable impacts of 
adjacent land uses so long as it does not 
result in the invasion of exotic species. 

Cultural Zone. Trees, other plants, and 
landscapes in a cultural zone generally will 
be managed to reflect the historic designed 
landscape or the scene that prevailed during 
the historic period, except that soil erosion 
will be prevented wherever possible. 

Where appropriate, efforts may be made to 
extend the lives of specimen trees dating 
from the historic period. An individual tree 
of historic value that poses a safety hazard or 
is diseased beyond recovery will be removed 
and replaced. While unique trees or shrubs 
are still healthy, provisions will be made to 
eventually replace them with their own 
progeny grown from seeds or propagated 
through some form of vegetative 
reproduction, such as cuttings. Cultivated 
crop plants may be maintained for allowed 
livestick or agricultural uses that are part of 
the cultural scene, authorized by federal law, 
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or retained as a property right. 

Park Development Zone. Landscapes 
and plants in park development zones 
may be manipulated as necessary to 
achieve the purpose of the zone. 
Landscapes and plantings adjacent to 
natural or cultural zones will use native 
or historic species and materials to the 
maximum extent possible. Certain 
native species may be fostered for 
esthetic, interpretive, or educational 
purposes. Use of exotic species or 
materials will conform with the exotic 
species policy. In subzones classed as 
landscape management areas, vegeta­
tion may be intensively manipulated to 
enhance esthetic quality, facilitate 
interpretation, or promote public use and 
enjoyment. 

Special Use Zone. NPS natural resource 
management activities in special use 
zones will be directed toward achieving 
the defined park objectives and 
minimizing the impact of these zones on 
the rest of the park. Vegetation may be 
manipulated to achieve these objectives. 

Genetic Resources. The National Park 
Service will strive to protect the full range 
of genetic types (genotypes) native to 
plant and animal populations in the 
parks by perpetuating natural 
evolutionary processes and minimizing 
human interference with evolving 
genetic diversity. 

The introduction of native plants and 
animals will be accomplished using 
organisms taken from populations as 
closely related genetically and 
ecologically as possible to the park 
populations, preferably from similar 
habitats in adjacent or local areas, except 
where the management goal is to 
increase the variability of the park gene 
pool to mitigate past, human-induced loss 
of genetic variability. Transplants for 
purposes of restoring genetic variability 



through gene flow between native breeding 
populations will be preceded by research on 
the genetic compatibility of the populations. 

The need to maintain appropriate .1evels of 
genetic diversity will guide decisions on 

the species population or to the ecosystem. 

Such programs will be carried out in 
cooperation with other affected agencies, 
organizations, and individuals. 

what actions to take to manage isolated Any necessary confinement of animals in 
populations of species or to enhance small fenced areas during restoration efforts 
populations of rare, threatened, or endan- wiJI continue only until the animals have 
gered species. All resource management become thoroughly accustomed to the new 
actions involving planting or relocating area or they have become sufficiently 
species, subspecies, or varieties will be established to minimize threats from 
guided by knowledge of local adaptations, ·piedators, poaching, disease, or other factors. 
ranges, and habitat requirements and '.; .. 
detailed knowledge of site ecologic·al Threatened or Endangered Plants and 
histories. Animals. Consistent with the purposes of the 

When individual plants or animals must be 
removed for any reason-hunting, fishing, 
pest management, or culling to reduce excess 
populations reSUlting from human activities 
-the National Park Service will consider 
the need to maintain appropriate levels of 
genetic diversity in the residual park 
populations. 

Restoration of Native Plants and Animals. 
The National Park Service will strive to 
restore native species to parks wherever all 
the following criteria can be met: 

• Adequate habitat to support the species 
either exists or can reasonably be restored in 
the park and, if necessary, on adjacent 
public lands and waters, and once natural 
population level is achieved, it can be 
self-perpetuating. 

• The species does not, based on an effective 
management plan, pose a serious threat to the 
safety of park visitors, park resources, or 
persons or property outside park boundaries. 

• The subspecies used in restoration most 
nearly approximates the extirpated 
subspecies or race. 

• The species disappeared, or was 
substantially diminished, as a direct or 
indirect result of human-induced change to 
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Endangered Species Act (16 USC 1531 et seq.) 
the National Park Service will identify and 
promote the conservation of all federally 
listed threatened, endangered, or candidate 
species within park boundaries and their 
critical habitats. As necessary, the National 
Park Service will control visitor access to 
and use of critical habitats, and it may close 
such areas to entry for other than official 
purposes. Active management programs 
will be conducted as necessary to perpetuate 
the natural distribution and abundance of 
threatened or endangered species and the 
ecosystems on which they depend. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service are the lead 
agencies in matters pertaining to federally 
listed threatened and endangered species. 
The National Park Service will cooperate 
with those agencies in activities such as the 
delineation of critical habitat and recovery 
zones on park lands and will participate on 
recovery teams. 

The National Park Service also will identify 
all state and locally listed threatened, 
endangered, rare, declining, sensitive, or 
candidate species that are native to and 
present in the parks, and their critical 
habitats. These species and their critical 
habitats will be considered in NPS planning 
activities. Based on an analysis of the status 
of state and locally listed species throughout 
their native ranges and throughout the 

• 
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• 



• 

• 

• 

national park system, the National Park 
Service may choose to control access to 
critical habitats or to conduct active 
management programs similar to activities 
conducted to perpetuate the natural 
distribution and abundance of federally 
listed species. The Park Service will 
cooperate with the agencies responsible for 
state or locally listed species. 

Plant and animal species considered to be 
rare or unique to a park will be identified, 
and their distributions within the park will 
be mapped. 

All management actions for protection and 
perpetuation of special status species will be 
determined through the park's natural 
resource management plan. 

Exotic Plants and Animals. Exotic species 
are those that occur in a given place as a 
result of direct or indirect, deliberate or 
accidental actions by humans (not including 
deliberate reintroductions). For example, the 
construction of a fish ladder at a waterfall 
might enable one or more species to cross that 
natural barrier to dispersal. An exotic 
species might also be introduced through 
seeds in the droppings of an animal that has 
fed on an exotic species outside the park. The 
exotic species introduced because of such 
human action would not have evolved with 
the species native to the place in question and, 
therefore, would not be natural components of 
the ecological system characteristic of that 
place. 

Introduction of New Exotic Species. 
Decisions on whether to introduce an exotic 
species will be based on the purposes and 
designated zones of the park and will be 
undertaken only after rigorous review of the 
proposal. Non-native plants and animals 
will not be introduced into natural zones 
except in rare cases where they are the 
nearest living relatives of extirpated native 
species, where they are improved varieties of 
native species that cannot survive current 
environmental conditions, where they may 
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be used to control established exotic species, 
or when directed by law or expressed 
legislative intent. 

In cultural zones, non-native plant and 
animal species may be introduced in rare 
cases as described for natural zones. In 
addition, non-native species that are a 
desirable part of the historic scene being 
represented in a cultural zone may be 
introduced, but only if they are controlled by 
such means as cultivating for plants or 
tethering, herding, or pasturing for animals. 
In such cases the exotics used must be those 

which are known either to have existed in the 
park during its period of historical 
significance or to have been commonly used 
in the local area at that time, except in cases 
where agricultural permits allow other 
crops. 

In park development and special use zones 
(particularly landscape subzones), exotic 
species of plants and animals may be 
introduced to carry out NPS programs 
consistent with park objectives only when all 
the following conditions exist: 

• Available native species will not meet the 
needs of the management program. 

• Based on scientific advice from appropriate 
federal, state, local, and nongovernmental 
sources, the exotic species will not become 
pests. 

• Such introductions will not spread and 
disrupt desirable adjacent natural plant and 
animal communities and associations, 
particularly those of natural zones. 

• The exotic species is superior in 
maintainability. 

Management of Exotic Species Already 
Present. Control of populations of exotic 
plant and animal species, up to and 
including total eradication, will be 
undertaken whenever such species threaten 
park resources or public health and when 



control is prudent and feasible. Examples of 
threatening situations include: 

• posing a public health hazard as 
determined by the Centers for Disease 
Control or a hazard to public safety. 

• disrupting the accurate presentation of a 
historic scene. 

• damaging historic or archaeological 
resources. 

• interfering with natural processes and the 
perpetuation of natural features or native 
species (especially those that are endangered, 
threatened, or otherwise unique). 

• significantly hampering the management 
of park or adjacent lands. 

High priority will be given to the 
management of exotic species that have a 
substantial impact on park resources and 
that can reasonably be expected to be 
successfully controlled; lower priority will 
be given to exotic species that have almost no 
impact on park resources or that probably 
cannot be successfully controlled. The 
decision to initiate a management program 
will be based on existing and, where 
necessary, newly acquired scientific 
information that identifies the exotic status of 
the species, demonstrates its impact on park 
resources, and indicates alternative man­
agement methods and their probabilities of 
success. A management plan will be 
developed and implemented according to 
established planning procedures and will 
include provisions for public review and 
comment, where appropriate. Care will be 
taken that programs to manage exotic species 
do not result in significant damage to native 
species, natural ecological communities, 
natural ecological processes, or historic 
objects. 

In national recreation areas and preserves 
where the enhancement of fish and game 
species for hunHng and fishing is 
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authorized, preference will be given to 
enhancing native species. However, where 
stocking of exotic fish and game species has 
historically occurred, stocking for the same 
species may be continued unless it is known 
to be damaging native resources. 

Collecting Natural Products. Collecting 
natural products for personal use or 
consumption is governed by NPS general 
regulations and by the Special Park Uses 
Guidelines. A superintendent may 
designate certain fruits, berries, nuts, or 
unoccupied seashells that can be gathered by 
hand for personal use or consumption, 
including traditional use by native 
Americans, upon a written determination 
that such an activity will not adversely affect 
park wildlife or the reproductive potential of 
a plant species or otherwise adversely affect 
park resources.. The collection of minerals 
or rocks will be allowed only when 
specifically authorized by federal law or 
treaty rights. 

While campfires are a traditional element of 
camping and the park experience, gathering 
firewood will be prohibited except where 
subsistence use is authorized by federal law 
or in specific areas designated by a 
superintendent where dead and down wood 
may be collected for campfires. Natural 
resource products that accumulate as a result 
of site clearing for development, hazard tree 
removal, vista clearing, or other manage­
ment actions will be recycled through the 
ecosystem wherever practicable. Where 
recycling is not practicable, the products may 
be disposed of. Disposal may be accomplished 
by contract, if the result of work done under 
contract and the value is calculated in the 
contract cost, or by sale at fair market value 
in accordance with applicable laws and 
regulations. Wood that accumulates as a 
result of management actions described 
above may also be used for park purposes 
such as heating public buildings or offices or 
for interpretive campfires programs. 

• 
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Biological Diversity Technical Report 
Summaries 

A Summary of 

'The Role of the National Park Service in Protecting 
Biological Diversity." 

By Gary W. Mullins - The Ohio State University 

This report to the Director of the National Park Service was produced by a 
Task Force chaired by Christine Schonewald-Cox and was submitted March 
1987. The task force sought to define the role of the National Park Service in 
protecting biological diversity and to suggest methods for its 
implementation. The following materials are excerted or paraphrased 
from that task force report. This report is a set of recommendations to the 
director and is not a statement of NPS policy. 

The task force opened the report with the 
premise that based upon the legislated 
mandates and unique characteristics of the 
National Park Service (NPS), national 
parks within or containing natural areas 
should, first, protect biological diversity and 
underlying processes that maintain and 
generate natural biological diversity. Just 
about any park (national or other) can be 
made adequate for preserving tourism, but 
no national park can be made adequate for 
preserving biological diversity without a 
superior investment in protection. 

National Park Service lands are 
increasingly unique. They must be treated 
as relatively undisturbed areas imbedded in 
grossly disturbed systems that can contribute 
to the erosion of natural biological diversity 
of national parks and of the nation. 

Consequently, the protection of biological 
diversity remaining within the national 
park system, including supporting 
ecological and evolutionary processes, 
should be institutionalized as the 
increasingly unique leadership role of the 
NPS. 

Because national parks are not by them­
selves capable of preventing extinctions, the 
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task of protecting biological diversity is 
beyond the scope of the NPS working alone, 
or the capabilities of any single agency. 
Accomplishing this role will require a man­
date for inter-organizational cooperation. 

Formed within the opening of the report are 
eighteen general definitions with 
abbreviated discussions. These materials, 
for the most part, are reflected in other 
portions of the National Park Service 
Communicator's Handbook on Biological 
Diversity and are not repeated herein. Seven 
other topical areas are found in the report 
along with a set conclusion. Each of the 
seven topics will be briefly reviewed in turn 
and concluding recommendations of the 
task group will be offered in full. Lastly the 
eight summary observation and 
recommendation are listed as they appear in 
the report. 

Legislative and International Initiatives. 
There is consensus on the following 
statement: Consistent with the World 
Conservation Strategy, management of 
visitors and their 
requirements should be ~ 
subservient to the goal of ~ 
m';o,";o;o, . ,o,;"om,ol,' 
system mtegrlty. , 



Legislative initiatives should be generated to 
assist interagency efforts to predispose 
national parks and adjacent federal land 
holdings (at the very least) toward a 
biosphere reserve model. The NPS should be 
a lead agency in the effort, and cooperation 
should be mandated. 

Legislative initiatives may be necessary to 
shift the priorities of the NPS away from 
short-term actions into stewardship of 
biological diversity by inventory, 
monitoring and long-term research. The 
latter is not equivalent to monitoring. Such 
initiatives will require special funding and 
possible increases in resources management 
and science personnel. Subject-specific 
centers and inventory and monitoring 
eco-region centers may need to be established 
to support inventory and monitoring 
activities. 

Policy Regarding Natural Resources 
Management. Legislatively, current NPS 
policies should be reinterpreted by 
reexamining existing legislation. New 
legislation is needed to specify NPS 
priorities and make more explicit the 
requirements for protection of biological 
diversity. The welfare ofthe United States is 
dependent upon a conservation strategy, and 
NPS can help to formulate that strategy. 

The National Park Service must lead a 
cooperative effort to achieve its goal of 
preserving biological diversity nationally; 
this includes biological diversity existing 
externally to the parks upon which national 
parks also depend. Management of NPS 
should be part of the biological diversity plan 
and should be subservient to it, not vice 
versa. 

The key word in all policy and management 
is flexibility. Management especially 
should recognize that species and populations 
are dynamic and to some extent adaptable. 

To effectively develop and carry out a 
biological diversity policy NPS must help 
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formulate legislation, take leadership in the 
cooperation and protection of biological 
diversity and perceive and act on its 
administrative obligations to biological 
diversity. 

The 1963 ''Leopold Report." The 1963 "Leopold 
Report," which was well ahead of its time, is 
still considered valid by most people working 
in or with national parks. Starker Leopold 
himself recognized that there would be 
problems when the NPS made a policy 
document out of a consultation document 
without compensating for language and 
breadth of coverage. 

Because of the controversies that have arisen 
concerning objectives, priorities, and 
methods of protection, the task force decided to 
make some generalized comments on 
language adjustments and reinterpretation. 
Additionally, changes in knowledge and 
attitudes among ecologists, conservationists, 
etc. during the last two decades have changed 
and support the need for a reexamination. 
Recognizing that the director's blue ribbon 
panel will make an in-depth analysis, this 
group concentrated on material relevant to 
the objectives of the Biological Diversity 
Task Force. 

This section of the task group's report is a 
generalized summary with some comments 
delivered by task force members regarding 
the report. Some participants gathered 
comments from NPS personnel who were 
more familiar with the "Leopold Report" and 
its impact on the NPS than most task force 
members. 

In summary, the task force felt that the 
Leopold report focuses on internal matters, 
and does not look at the park in the context of 
itssurrounding lands and land use practices. 
There is too much emphasis on the 
manipulative aspects of protection, although 
the task force recognizes that new needs for 
manipulations have arisen that are not 
necessarily the kind that prevailed more 
than 20 years ago. 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

The group agreed that it is not practical, and 
is potentially damaging to manage for any 
point in time. Rather, the focus should be on 
maximizing particular conditions. 

Processes are dynamic, and include natural 
extinction as well as diversification. So, 
while extinction is natural, it is the rate of 
current extinction that is unnatural. The 
influences of U.S. settlement culture should 
be minimized except in historic or other 
cultural areas. 

Administration, Management and 
Research. To protect biological diversity 
NPS will be required to revamp priorities, 
engage extensive planning and enhance the 
agencies overall capabilities in this area. 
Revamping priorities requires that 
biological diversity and related objectives be 
given higher priority. Planning called for 
entails conferences, seminars and 
workshops on biological diversity to assist in 
planning, training and increasing the 
extent of scientific exchange. Planning will 
require the re-thinking of both short- and 
long-term orientation and application of this 
thinking to product planning, staff 
reorganization, research and the setting or 
priorities. 

Enhancing the agencie's capabilities for 
protecting biological diversity addresses 
monitoring of funds so earmarked, 
improves technological capabilities, and 
trains existing NPS personnel to plan, carry 
out, and maintain inventory and monitor­
ing activities throughout the National Parks 
System. The agency must emphasize that re­
source management programs should be 
enhanced with information synthesis, 
exchange programs and with additional 
training and internships. 

Leadership and Cooperation. No national 
park is an entire ecosystem well insulated 
from external changes. Its protection is 
dependent on hoth external and internal 
forces. For the most part parks are 
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fragmented portions of ecosystems that are 
inadequate in size and shape to properly 
protect biological diversity. 

The agency must enhance leadership and 
cooperation simultaneously. Cooperating 
with programs such as MAP-8 and National 
Science Foundation can greatly improve 
NPS's capabilities the leaderships and 
cooperation in the area of biological 
diversity. NPS, because of its access to 
natural resources, can easily attract 
cooperation and offer leadership. 

Inventory and Monitoring. It is our (task 
force's) impression that most national parks 
do not understand why we need to inventory 
and then monitor. There is an unclear 
perception on the part of the NPS staff of how 
to inventory and then monitor, and of what 
value inventories and monitoring have on 
the functioning of the national parks and the 
future of the nation. 

For NPS to enhance its capabilities in these 
areas a clearly defined inventory and 
monitoring process must be established, 
systematic inventories must be expanded, 
and monitoring must be better systemized 
and routinized. It is suggested that NPS 
petition for additional legislation to ensure 
that direction and sufficiency of funds to 
carry out these essential functions. 

Training, Interpretation and Public 
Education. Training in methods of 
protecting biological diversity and raising 
awareness of national park dependence upon 
cooperation (at all levels) will be required, 
especially for park staffs. This includes 
training for superintendents and for 
professional as well as non-professional 
staff who engage in activities that affect 
protection of biological diversity (resource 
management, interpretation, enforcement, 
construction, etc.). These will be the people 
who implement protection and communicate 
their knowledge to visitors and the public. 



Training opportunities should be expanded, 
and all staff should take at least one short 
course in biological diversity, efforts should 
be made to improve NPS's science image and 
highly technical biological diversity materi­
als should be compiled and prepared for park 
personnel review. 

Interpretation should be expanded in scope 
and depth. Complexities of management 
and protection and damages in the ecosystem 
should not be hidden but described, visited 
and utilized to raise public consciousness 
about the difficulties of modern protection. 
This and public education programs should 
be more aggressive, including television ad­
vertisements and specialized video pro­
grams. 

The NPS should concentrate its efforts and 
cooperate with other organizations 
(including agencies) to teach the public about 
its dependence upon biological diversity and 
the complex problem of protecting that 
diversity. This should be done at both 
national and state levels through public 
education and promotion. The NPS should 
attempt, for example, to incorporate such 
education into school curricula, broadcast 
channels (radio and television programs), 
and advertisements. 

Concluding Recommendations. With 
respect to "natural" parks and natural areas 
within parks: 

• The NPS should seek to protect 
biological diversity at all levels of its 
organization. 

• The NPS should officially recognize 
that the loss of biological diversity in the 
United States and globally is a major 
concern. 

• One of the primary NPS missions 
should be to maintain and restore native 
biological diversity. 
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• Conservation of biological diversity 
must become the central and overriding 
principle for organizing management and 
administration of NPS "natural" parks and 
zones. 

• Because parks are too small, scattered, 
and otherwise inadequate to achieve this 
goal, cooperation between the NPS and 
federal, state, local, and non-governmental 
organization is mandatory. 

• We affirm the general trust of the 
"Leopold Report" with modifications of 
language that reflect advances in our current 
knowledge of biological systems. 

• We also affirm the importance of 
maintaining natural ecological and 
evolutionary processes similar to those in 
pre-settlement times. 

• Currently, the NPS obtains insufficient 
technical information on the conservation of 
biological diversity, and there appears to be 
no focus on biodiversity. 

• The NPS has inadequate inventory and 
monitoring capabilities. 

• This mission is so fundamental that 
training and translation within the Service 
and interpretation to the public are 
mandatory. 

Summary Observations and Recommenda­
tion. The task group summarized their work 
with the following statements and 
recommendations: 

U.S. National Parks, as they are currently 
organized and managed, are destined to 
loose biological diversity. The National 
Park Service must use science, cooperation, 
training, and new management methods to 
document, monitor, research, and protect 
biological diversity and underlying 
processes within and adjacent to its national 
parks. 

• 

• 

• 
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1. Problems exist with regard to the size and 
shape of national parks. While size may 
affect the number of diverse babitats and 
species, or the sizes and structure of their 
respective populations, shape affects their 
stability and exposure to adjacent pressures. 

2. National parks are too small, and the 
NPS too poorly funded and trained, to 
maintain the biological diversity of the 
national parks. The national parks will 
depend upon increased funding, training, 
and cooperation with adjacent land owners 
and other non-adjacent protected habitats to 
reduce losses in diversity. 

3. Natural ecological and evolutionary 
processes should be emphasized in 
protection; this includes processes of natural 
extinction as well as speciation. However, 
most extinctions are caused or accelerated by 
humans, and can be counteracted only by 
intervention. Too much intervention can 
create imbalances among natural processes . 
Thus a careful balance must be struck 
between intervention and non-intervention 
to counteract unnecessary losses of 
populations and species while still protecting 
natural ecological and evolutionary 
processes. 

4. Managers of U.S. National Parks are 
una ware of the nature and stability of the 
biological diversity contained in the 
national parks, and are even less aware of 
changes that affect this diversity. Major 
shifts among priorities need to be made 
favoring inventory and monitoring of 
biological diversity. 

5. The National Park Service has too few 
resource managers, and they are not trained 
to inventory, monitor, or protect biological 
diversity. These managers should be 
trained and provided with input from the 
scientific fields that contribute to the 
protection of biological diversity . 

6. Too little use is made of existing 
knowledge and of scientists, both within and 
external to the NPS, who can convey that 
knowledge and assist management. 
Furthermore, there is no funding source to 
which U.S. scientists may turn to pay for 
research having to do with the documentation 
or protection of biological diversity. 

7. The distribution and condition of 
biological diversity is neither assessed nor 
taken into consideration in the planning of 
land purchases, nor in most zoning, 
construction, or restoration operations 
affecting national parks. 

8. The public, as well as the NPS, is largely 
unaware of the difficulty and complexity of 
the task of protecting biological diversity in 
national parks, and should be made aware of 
the purposes of national parks and the 
complex and expensive requirements for 
stewardship. 

2.2.5 
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Biological Diversity Technical Report 
Summaries 

A Summary of 

NPS Draft Biological Diversity Plan 

By Gary W. Mullins - The Ohio State University 

The National Park Service (NPS) is 
working to develop a plan for the protection 
and maintenance of biological diversity. As 
of February 1989, the plan was in draft status 
with coordination of the effort in the Office of 
the Regional Chief Scientist - Southeast 
Region. 

Planning efforts began at a "Joint National 
Science FoundationlNational Park Servicel 
Society for Conservation Biology Workshop 
on Biological Diversity" held in the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park in May 
1988. The task force at that meeting was 
charged with defining the role of the NPS in 
protecting biological diversity. 

The following materials were abstracted 
from the draft report that resulted from the 
May 1988 meeting: 

The loss of biological diversity due to 
clearing of land, pollution, and other human 
activities may well represent the most 
significant issue facing humankind as the 
twentieth century draws to a close. Although 
the losses are most serious in tropical 
developing countries, significant losses 
have occurred in the United States. Until 
recently, our national parks were widely 
considered safe havens for plants and 
wildlife by virtue of their protection and 
generally remote locations. We now know 
that even the most isolated areas are 
threatened by buman encroachment. Most 
parks are too small to sustain healthy 
populations of wide-ranging animals within 
their boundaries. New approaches and un­
precedented cooperation will be required if 
the trends of recent decades are to be reversed 

2.3.1 

and our future opportunities for using and 
enjoying our biological heritage preserved. 

The actions set forth in this plan provide an 
aggressive approach to enhancing biological 
resources by fostering coordination with 
existing NPS programs as well as other 
governments and agencies, strengthening 
the participation of the scientific community, 
and implementing specific actions at the 
park level. 

The plan is currently organized around six 
major goals: 

1. Clearly establish the NPS role in conserv­
ing biological diversity. 

2. Develop cooperative approaches to preserv­
ing biological diversity. 

3. Develop the capability to understand and 
preserve biological diversity. 

4. Integrate a biological diversity conserva­
tion management plan into ongoing park 
operations. 

5. Provide a leadership role in interpreting 
biological diversity both internally to NPS 
staff and externally to our different pub­
lics. 

6. Demonstrate 
leadership in protecting 
biological diversity. 



For each goal, specific objectives are listed 
and tasks to carry out the objectives are 
identified. 

The plan calls for seven major actions: 

1. Research funding for biological diversity 
should be expanded to encourage new 
research directions and greater cooperation 
between parks, Cooperative Park Study 
Units (CPSU) and university scientists. 

2. Greater park ecosystems and corridor 
projects are encouraged for the purpose of 
emphasizing regional management 
strategies in order to maintain at least 
minimum viable populations. 

3. Performance standards for park manag­
ers and regional directors should include 
biotic diversity management as a key 
element. 

4. Revisions of the N ational Natural 
Landmark program are necessary to 
ensure that the program plays an even 
greater role in the protection of biotic 
diversity. 

5. A committee to work with the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) on other 
non-NPS organizations should be 
established by NPS to ensure that NPS 
participates in any funding distributions 
from pending legislation, and is involved 
in other interagency scientific committees. 

6. An inventory and monitoring budgetary 
initiative should be developed now and the 
conservation of biological diversity should 
be a part of future budget strategies. 

7. The leadership role of the National Park 
Service in conserving biological diversity 
may be inadequate in guiding the service 
in the future as it deals with increasingly 
complex concerns related to biological 
diversity, especially those external to park 
boundaries. 

2.3.2 

The plan provides a suggested time table 
for FY 89 - FY 93 and includes budgetary 
information. 

Although the plan is in draft form, it 
provides real direction for action. 
Following formal review, revision, and 
adoption the plan will be made available 
to the field. 
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Biological Diversity Teclrnical Report 
Summaries 

A Summary of 

''Interpreting Biological Diversity in the National Park System: A 
National Park Service Initiative Plan" 

By Gary W. Mullins - The Ohio State University 

The plan, prepared by the Biological Diversity Interpretive Initiative Task 
Group, chaired by Richard Cunningham, was in response to the NPS 
decision to designate 1989 as the start-up year for the Biological Diversity 
Interpretive Intitiative. The following is the summary of the Task Group's 
April 1988 report. 

Protection of biological diversity in the 
National Park System is critical to 
preservation of the basic biological elements 
for which many parks are established and is 
central to the mission of the National Park 
Service. The Biological Diversity 
Interpretive Initiative on Biological 
Diversity has been caIled for and given 
direct support by the Director of the National 
Park Service. This plan provides for a 
service-wide interpretive/educational effort 
on biological diversity. Although some 
aspects of biological diversity are currently 
being interpreted in the parks, this plan 
provides an integrated approach to 
communicating a critical resource issue -
the loss (and maintenance) of biological 
diversity. The plan recognized that a threat 
as great as the loss of biological diversity can 
not be dealt with through a fragmented 
approach. 

The formal program begins in FY 1989 and 
will be an on-going program because the loss 
of diversity is an on-going phenomenon. All 
units of the National Park system are 
expected to participate at an appropiate level 
determined by their parks' themes, goals, 
objectives, research capabilities and fund­
ing. Many parks established for cultural 
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resources protection, for their historical 
significance, or as a recreational sites have 
significant biological resources and most 
can readily tie their themes to the diversity of 
nature. The plan is a chaIlenge to those in the 
field, for the success or failure of the 
initiative rests with individual parks and 
individual NPS communicators. 

The plan proposes, first, to educate National 
Park Service communicators and then 
increase public awareness of biological 
diversity issues. Primary target audiences 
are park visitors, local communities, and 
schools; secondary audiences are the general 
non-visiting public, mass media users, 
special users groups, other agencies, legisla­
tors, state and local governments, cooperat­
ing associations, park concessionaires, aca­
demia, and conservation 
organizations. 

The major activities are: 

• plan development 
• program presentation 
• peer review of all 

materials 
• National Park 

Service staff 
training 



• interpretive material development 
• park interpretive activities 
• external educational activities 
• biological diversity workshops 
• establishment of interdisciplinary 

coordination 
• funding strategies and sources 
• program evaluation 

Many of the activities require little or no 
additional cost. This is because the basic, 
traditional interpretive services offered by 
the National Park Service will be the most 
effective methods to communicate 
information on biological diversity. These 
services include guided walks, talks and 
campfire programs - settings in which the 
visitor is in actual contact with biological 
diversity and ecosystem processes. 

Certain items essential to the program 
include a communicator's handbook on 
biological diversity, a biological diversity 
slide repository for service-wide use, two 
slide-tape programs (converted into 
videotape), a brochure and a travelling 
exhibit. Specific products that are requested 
to be funded in 1989 or in subsequent years 
are: 

• Development plan 
• Servicewide survey 
• Director's presentation 
• Peer review panel 
• Training videotape 
• Interpreters' handbook 
• Brochure 
• Slide repository 
• Smithsonian traveling exhibits 
• NPS exhibit panel 
• Generic sound/ slide program 
• Generic videotape 
• Western hemisphere 

sound/slide program 
• Western Hemisphere sound 

slide program 
• Materials for cooperating 

associations/materials for 
concessionaires 
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• General Interpretive programs 
• Staff-written articles 
• Children's programs 
• Park seminars 
• On-site environmental education 
• Special emphasis activities 
• Model regional programs 
• Media presentations 
• Environmental education curricula 
• Environmental education package 
• Biological diversity workshops 

To develop and utilize these materials 
properly, biological diversity must be 
recognized as interdisciplinary and 
multidisciplinary. Biological diversity 
must encompass all organizational levels in 
the National Park Service. In order to 
effectively coordinate, manage and interpret 
the Biological Diversity Interpretive 
Initiative, close cooperation between NPS 
research, resources management and 
interpretation units will be needed. 
Research and resource management should 
take responsibility developing, disseminat­
ing to the field and evaluating, the content of 
interpretive materials and programs. 
Training and professional consulatation 
must exist as part of all three units work. 

Because of the importance of this special 
inititive, and the additional workload it 
imposes, a temporary staff person should be 
brought into the Washington Office Division 
of Interpretation. This person would assist 
in carrying out this plan and serve as 
liaison between interpretation, research and 
resources management. Total integration 
will be required to maximize the 
opportunities to achieve the objectives of this 
plan. 

The education and cost effectiveness of this 
program should be continuously evaluated 
and necessary adjustments made. Members 
of the task group, selected National Park 
Service communicators, and selected 
specialists from outside the Service should be 
involved in various aspects of evaluating 
interpretive program activities, educational 
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media, accuracy of content and results. 

Preservation of biological resources for 
future generations is central to the mission 
of the National Park Service. Therefore, 
this program must not be viewed as merely 
an interpretation and education effort - all 
units in the service must be involved. Public 
understanding and support for preservation 
of biological diversity is not only in the best 
interest of the National Park System, but 
also in the best interest of the American 
people to preserve their natural biological 
heritage . 
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Biological Diversity 

"Interpreting Biological Diversity in the 
National Park System" Survey 

Executive Summary 

Gary W. Mullins, Associate Professor 
Rosanne W. Fortner, Associate Professor 

Kim Palmer, Research Associate 

School of Natural Resources 
The Ohio State University 

2021 Coffey Road, Columbus, Ohio 43210 

and 

Office of Sponsored Programs 
The Ohio State University Research Foundation 

1314 Kinnear Road, Columbus, Ohio 43212 

for 

The National Park Service 
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Washington, D.C. 

This project was conducted as an Ohio State University Research Foundation project; 
Project Numher 719944. Interpretation of the data is that of the authors and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of The Ohio State University or the National Park 
Service. 
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Technical Report 
Summaries 



Introduction 

The U.S. National Park Service (NPS), by its legislative mandate to protect 
resources, is and has been involved in protecting, managing and interpreting 
biological diversity for many years. The topic, per se, has been given special 
attention both in and out of the agency in the past decade. Likewise, total national 
and international concern has been heightened. 

In an attempt to assess the National Park Service's role in the biological diversity 
effort, a number of actions have been taken. One thrust was the assessment and 
subsequent report to the NPS Director by a Biological Diversity Task Force (March 
1987). An NPS biological diversity symposium, which provided direction for action, 
was held in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park in May 1988. Formal 
proceedings are forthcoming. Both of the inquiries pointed to the need to expand 
efforts by NPS to train personnel in biological diversity issues and expand the role of 
interpretation and public education related to biological diversity. 

To begin implementation of this initiative the NPS Director designated FY89 as the 
startup year to emphasize interpreting biological diversity. A Biological Diversity 
Interpretive Initiative Task Group was appointed; Richard Cunningham, Chief of 
Interpretation, Western Region, was selected as task group chair. That group was to 
develop a set of recommendations for biological diversity interpretation in national 
parks. These recommendations were reported in "Interpreting Biological Diversity 
In The National Parks," which was released in April 1988. The executive summary 
contained herein is the result of the survey conducted by the Ohio State University 
under the direction of the Biological Diversity Interpretive Initiative Task Group, 
Division of Interpretation, and the Division of Wildlife and Vegetation, U.S. 
National Park Service. 

Background 

For the purpose ofthe survey, biological diversity was defined as the sum of diversity 
within and between species, between communities and between higher taxonomic 
levels. Biological diversity includes genetic diversity, species diversity, 
community diversity and ecosystem diversity. 

The unit directing the survey, The Ohio State University's School of Natural 
Resources, utilized existing NPS reports, scientific and popular literature and 
personal interviews to better understand biological diversity issues under 
consideration by NPS. Terminology chosen for the survey and this report tended to 
be those terms that appeared most often in biological diversity literature. 

Need fur the Survey 

Responding to a directive such as expanding biological diversity interpretation 
requires change on the part of park personnel and the production of new materials. 
To accomplish this a baseline understanding of the individuals and units subject to 
change and the associated visitor needs should be addressed. Thus, modeling on the 
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NPS "Clearing the Air" five-year interpretive initiative, a survey was deemed 
appropriate. A survey conducted in 1987 proved useful to a "Clearing the Air" task 
group in setting a direction for that initiative. That survey provided managers and 
developers of materials with greater insight to field personnel's attitudes, 
perceptions and desires relating to the interpretation of acidic deposition and air 
quality issues in the National Park Service. Therefore, "Clearing the Air" support 
materials and training programs were matched to the needs of the field and to the 
needs of the visitor. The survey reported herein replicated portions of the "Clearing 
the Air" survey. 

Objective 

The survey reported herein was designed to assess the extent of NPS interpretive 
activity on the subject of biological diversity. The four levels of assessment were: 

• the current status of interpretation 

• the interest of interpreters in new programs, portions of programs, exhibits and 
other materials about biological diversity 

• attitudes of interpretive managers toward interpretation of biological diversity 

• barriers to the interpretation of biological diversity 

Method 

An eight-page survey instrument, designed by project cooperators at The Ohio State 
University, was modeled on the "Clearing the Air" survey instrument and utilized 
existing NPS literature as an overview of the biological diversity issue in NPS. 
Input was provided by the Biological Diversity Interpretive Initiative Task Group, 
NPS Division of Wildlife and Vegetation, and the NPS Division of Interpretation -
WASO. The final instrument was completed, pilot tested and approved in February 
1988, and mailed to 301 NPS sites. A total of 225 responses were received by May 1988. 
Data were tabulated and a preliminary report was made in May 1988. 

Each park received a cover letter signed by Ken Raithel, Assistant Director for 
Interpretation, the eight-page questionnaire, a paper entitled "Some Thoughts on 
Biological Diversity," by Dick Cunningham (NPS) and a sample biological 
diversity program sheet entitled "Nature's Medicine Cabinet," by Kim Palmer 
(OSU). 

The questionnaire consisted of a cover letter from the researchers explaining the 
project and seven pages of questions, which required approximately 15-30 minutes to 
complete. The letter from the researchers, the biological diversity article by Dick 
Cunningham and the sample program by Kim Palmer were designed to help the 
respondents gain a better understanding of biological diversity. The questionnaire 
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was designed and sequenced to serve as an instructional tool. The first question 
asked, "what are you interpreting in terms of biological diversity" and "what 
questions are you receiving regarding biological diversity." Respondents were to 
reply under four broad headings - genetic diversity, species diversity, community 
diversity, and ecosystem diversity. Under the four headings were a total of 24 
categories to help the respondent better comprehend the array of biological diversity 
topics. Additionally, the 24 items had examples or explanations given where 
appropriate to further clarify the meaning of that aspect of biological diversity. 

Question II, taken directly from the "Clearing the Air" survey, asked at what site or 
by what means did you receive questions about biological diversity. Question III 
provided five categories of communication technologies - personal services, 
nonpersonal services, exhibits, media outreach, and community/environmental 
education - for each of the 24 biological diversity topics. Respondents indicated the 
communication technologies they were currently using to interpret the 24 biological 
diversity topics. Although Questions I and III overlapped, the complexity of the 
questioning required this approach. 

Question IV provided an opportunity for respondents to list which type of media, by 
topic, they would like to support their biological diversity interpretive programming. 
Question V addressed training needs and Question VI queried "the three most useful 
types of support your park could receive to aid in interpreting biological diversity." 
Questions VII and Vln addressed attitudes and perceptions of respondents towards 
the biological diversity initiative. The data for Questions VII and Vln were pooled 
and will only be reported as a service-wide response. Respondents were requested to 
include their name, title, and unit as well as thematic background for their park. 
Written comments were also requested. 

Report Format 

This executive summary is designed to provide the reader a relatively concise 
overview of the research. Full reports are available in the Washington and regional 
offices. The authors may be contacted concerning specific questions that any NPS 
personnel or unit may have. 

Service-wide data and MAB parks data are summarized. Service-wide data 
pertaining to attitudes and perceptions are presented in tabular form. Regional data 
are not included due to the lengthiness of reporting about each region. 

Primary resource data are presented in the same format as the full report to provide 
parks with an opportunity to assess their park in relation to other parks with the same 
primary resource. 
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Results of Service-wide Response 

Question I in the survey asked park managers to indicate programs they were 
currently presenting relating to biological diversity. The topics that were presented 
in the survey questionnaire are shown in Figure 1. Under genetic diversity, 60% of 
the parks addressed ecological communities; 2.4-29% of the parks had programs 
pertaining to the other genetic diversity topics. 

Programming pertaining to species diversity included 14 topics. Topics in which 
more than 50% of the parks had programs were: edible plants and animals (62%), 
ecological communities (60%), endangered and threatened species (56%), and 
charismatic species (50%). All other topics had less than 50%. 

Community diversity was being interpreted by 52% of the parks via ecological 
process messages, 46% via unmodified natural communities messages and 31 % via 
community level messages. Two topics under ecosystem diversity were being 
interpreted by more than 50% of the parks: restoration of ecosystems (51 %) and 
conservation versus preservation (60%). 

Question I also asked at what level parks were receiving questions about the various 
topics. Topics in which 50% or more parks were receiving questions were ecological 
communities (52%), charismatic species (52%), edible plants and animals (62%), 
endangered and threatened species (51 %) and conservation versus preservation of 
natural resources (52%). 

Question II investigated the location or medium through which questions were 
received. The following is a rank order of these with the first listed being the most 
frequented site for questions: interpretive programs, visitor desk contact, roving 
interpretation contact, environmental education programs, community/off-site 
programs, telephone inquiries, and written inquiries. 

Question III asked respondents to indicate interpretive technologies that they were 
utilizing in their park to communicate biological diversity topics. Extensive 
programming by category (genetic diverSity, species diversity, community diversity 
and ecosystem diversity) using a variety of media (personal service, 
community/environ mental education programs, non-personal services, exhibits 
and outreach programs) was reported as being carried out. 

Question N asked interpreters what type of information and materials they need to 
assist their efforts. Species diversity was the most sought-after information, 
followed by genetic diversity, ecosystem diversity, and lastly, community diversity. 
Personal services materials· was the most desired type of information, followed by 
non-personal services materials, outreach program materials, 
community/environmental education materials, and lastly, exhibits. 

Questions V asked about training needs and materials. Packets of materials were 
the most sought-after item, followed by self-study courses, in-park staff training, 
regional skills team courses, training courses at Mather or Albright Centers, 
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videotapes, and lastly, no additional training needed was listed by nine parks. 

Question VI asked parks to Jist the most useful support aid they could receive to better 
interpret biological diversity. Resource materials was the number one item 
requested by a wide margin, followed by training, funding, audio visual materials, 
handouts, brochures, news releases, traveling exhibits, support and clarity of 
objectives from the Washington office, and lastly, resource materials specifically 
for cultural parks. 

Question VII asked the respondent to provide the answer that most accurately reflects 
the staffs attitude. Choices for answers were Strongly Agree (1), Agree (2), Neutral 
(3), Disagree (4), or Strongly Disagree (5). The mean or arithmetic averages were 
calculated for each question using these numerical values. Data are presented in 
Table 1. 

Table 1: Manager's perception of staffs attitude toward biological diversity 
initiative. 

Mean Score Question Frequency of Response 

SA A N D SD 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

1.837 The biological diversity initiative 8i 101 Z7 6 3 
is appropriate for fulfilling the 
NPS mission. 

1.941 The biological diversity initiative 74 100 as 8 3 
is useful in fulfilling the NPS mission. 

3.332 A new initiative should continue 10 41 f1J 66 34 
to be proposed each year. 

2.100 If such initiatives are to be 51 110 48 8 3 
proposed, they should be developed 
by special committees composed 
of a cross section of NPS experts. 

1.774 If such initiatives are developed, 91 102 aJ 3 5 
special materials and program support 
should be coordinated by the Washington 
and regional offices. 
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• Question VIII was a list of statements to which respondents were asked to provide the 
answers that most accurately reflected their attitude. Choices for answers were 
Strongly Agree (1), Agree (2), Neutral (3), Disagree (4), or Strongly Disagree (5). 
Using the numerical values the mean or arithmetic average was calculated for each 
question. Frequency of response and means are presented in Table 2. 

Table 2: Manager's perception of the biological diversity initiative. 

Mean Score Question Frequency of Response 

SA A N D SD 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

3.57 I feel my staff has time to 9 49 23 eo 54 
develop biological diversity programs. 

3.723 I feel my staff is large enough to 7 38 26 f57 62 
effectively implement biological 
diversity programming. 

2.06 I feel my staff has enough to 72 76 57 11 2 
do already. 

• 2.29 I feel my staff should be 55 88 46 23 9 
interpreting biological diversity. 

3.32 I feel my staff already 5 46 65 00 23 
adequately interprets 
biological diversity. 

3.54 I feel my staff has access to 3 45 39 91 39 
current research on biological 
diversity within my park. 

2.528 I feel researchers investigating 19 86 93 14 4 
biological diversity issues are 
unwilling to share findings with 
my staff. 

2.926 I feel research findings available 9 56 99 48 5 
to my staff are outdated. 

2.949 I feel my staff is uninformed 19 66 50 IX} 12 
about current biological diversity 
issues and research within my park. 
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Table 2 cont. 

Mean Score Question Frequenc~ of Response 

SA A N D SD 
(1 ) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

3.8 I feel biological diversity is too 5 ill 38 111 45 
complex for visitors in my park 
to understand. 

2.973 I feel visitors to my park do not 28 59 38 85 12 
care about biological diversity. 

1.86 I feel visitors should become 70 118 31 1 2 
aware of biological diversity. 

2.57 I feel the biological diversity 48 f}l 52 40 14 
initiative is a valuable program 
area for my park. 

3.635 I feel biological diversity is 22 25 31 78 66 
not applicable to my park. 

1.919 I feel the biological diversity m 126 25 5 3 
initiative is appropriate for 
fulfilling the NPS mission. 

2.087 I feel that appropriate funding 70 76 60 10 3 
is not available. 

Question IX asked respondents if they would contribute, if requested, materials such 
as program outlines, photo copies of materials, or photographs to support the biological 
diversity efforts. Responses are reported in Table 3. 

Table 3: Number of parks willing to contribute materials. 

Response Number of Responses 

Yes 
Yes, if time permits and staff is available 
No 
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Question X sought background data from the respondents. Table 4 shows the number 
of parks responding by region. 

Table 4: Number of parks responding by regions. 

Region Number of Parks Responding 

Midwest 
Rocky Mountain 
North Atlantic 
Southwest 
Western 
Mid-Atlantic 
Southeast 
Pacific Northwest 
National Capitol Parks 
Alaska 

Discussion of Results from Service-wide Response 

25 
28 
18 
28 
32 
2A 
35 
15 
9 
11 

The data found herein, even though reported as discrete numbers in most cases, 
should be viewed in terms of relationships and rank ordering. Asking persons to 
recall specific numbers by topic, over time, is subject to some level of error as is all 
research that asks respondents to recall events over a relatively long period. The 
value in these data, however, is to help all persons involved in the biological 
diversity effort gain a better understanding of how their colleagues perceive the 
situation and what their perceived needs are. 

The data reported by the respondents in this study provide a valuable basis for 
decision making and have been and will continue to be applied to the biological 
diversity initiative. In addition to this report a number of specific statistical routines 
will be conducted to help guide the development of very specialized materials. An 
additional master's research thesis has been developed utilizing Questions VII and 
VIII. That thesis will assess attitudes and perception of respondents. The thesis is 
authored by Kim Palmer at The Ohio State University. 

The specific service-wide data provided by respondents serve as a basis for the 
following discussion. From Question I, it is evident that NPS is actively engaged in 
biological diversity interpretation. All four major categories - genetic diversity, 
species diversity, community diversity, and ecosystem diversity - are included in 
programming as they should be. Gene pool and genetic diversity in a population 
seem to have less of a thrust than most other categories. Even though those areas are 
complex to understand and even more complex to interpret, they do serve as the basis 
for helping the visitor understand biological diversity. A category that scored 
relatively low is the global concept. Given the linkages that most parks have to 
migrating birds, global concerns could be expected to be more prominent in NPS 
programming. Migrating birds and our personal behavior of consuming certain 
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imported products at the expense of decreasing biological diversity can serve as 
links for interpreting global issues. 

Questions asked by park visitors about biological diversity seemed for the most part 
to be fairly far-ranging. The paucity of questions related to global concepts should be 
of concern to interpreters. 

Responses to Question II indicate that the face-to-face contact in interpreting 
biological diversity is extremely important. It is of interest to note that visitor desk 
personnel received almost as many questions as were received at programs. 
Community and off-site programs appear to play an important role in 
communicating with NPS clientele. 

Question III indicates which biological diversity topics are currently being 
interpreted and by what means. However, the extent or depth to which they are being 
interpreted is not known. Question IV identifies where the needs lie. The data have 
provided the Biological Diversity Interpretive Initiative Task Group and materials 
developers a clear direction of w hat is desired. The individual units desires now 
must be matched with the overall thrust of the agency to ask which of the existing 
programs plus the desired programs fulfill the needs identified for the total 
organization. 

Question V indicates that packets of materials are the key training need. The 
Biological Diversity Interpretive Initiative Task Group is seeking to meet that need 
by publishing an "NPS Communicators Handbook on Biological Diversity." The 
in-park training, self-study course, and regional skills courses are important items 
to address. To an extent the self-study course will be partially fulfilled by the 
handbook, but reading materials such as those distributed by NPS for "Clearing the 
Air" may be necessary. 

Question VI calls for resource materials as the first priority need. Training and 
funding are second; both may require an outlay of funds beyond those immediately 
available. The lack of funds make the needs no less important. Of interest in this 
question is the request for support and clarity from the Washington office; increased 
communication between the Washington office, regional offices, and the field is 
desired. Also of interest is the low ranking of 8, the least desired item, for resource 
information specifically for cultural areas. A greater interest was expected, given 
that 113 parks, which have primary themes of history and culture, responded. 

Questions VII and VIII referred to the attitudes of the staff and the interpretive 
manager concerning the initiative. The staffs attitude was a perception of the 
manager. The results indicated that the majority of the parks' staffs agreed that the 
biological diversity initiative was both appropriate and useful for fulfilling the NPS 
mission. Most also agreed that if initiatives are proposed, they should be developed 
by special committees composed of a cross-section of NPS experts and that special 
materials and support should be coordinated by the Washington and regional 
offices. Concerning a new initiative each year 51 respondents were in agreement 
that a new initiative each year should be proposed; 69 respondents were neutral, and 
100 respondents opposed the idea. 
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• The managers' attitude questions were categorized into four groups: perceptions of 
staff interest and needs, perceptions of availability of resource information, 
perceptions of visitors' interests and needs, and perceptions of managers toward the 
biological diversity initiative. 

Sixty-five percent of these respondents agreed that their park staff should be 
interpreting biological diversity; only 15% felt their staff should not be interpreting 
biological diversity. Only 25%, though, felt that their staffs had enough time to 
develop biological diversity programs, and only 20% of the respondents felt that their 
staff was large enough to effectively implement the initiative. Likewise, in their 
perceptions of the availability of resource information, only 22% of the respondents 
felt that their staffhad access to current research on biologi cal diversity within their 
parks. Over 70% of the respondents agreed that biological diversity was not too 
complex for the visitors to understand. Nearly one-half of the respondents felt that 
visitors do care about biological diversity. 

Fifty-one percent of the respondents felt that the biological diversity initiative is a 
valuable program area for their park; 24% of the respondents felt that it was not a 
valuable program area for their park, and 25% were neutral. While 85% of the 
respondents agreed that the initiative is appropriate for fulfilling the NPS mission, 
67% felt that appropriate funding was not available to implement the program, and 
27% were unsure about the status of funding. 

• Questions IX and X are self explanatory; data are shown in Tables 3 and 4. 

• 

Results of Regional Response 

Select data for each region was tabulated. Those data are intended for comparison of 
region to service-wide data and not for region to region comparison due to the 
differences in regions. Even when comparing individual regional data to 
service-wide data regions should consider how closely their region's mission, 
primary resources, and themes are representative of the total service. Those who are 
interested in the region responses are directed to the Division of Interpretation 
(WASO) or to the Regional Chiefs of Interpretation for a full report entitled "Report 
on Interpreting Biological Diversity in the National Park System" by Mullins, 
Fortner and Palmer (April 1989). 

Results of U.S • National Parks with MAB Designations 

Twenty-two of the U.S. National Parks with UnescolMan and the Biosphere (MAB) 
status participated in this survey. Select data are summarized in this section. 

MAB programming data from Question I indicated that a relative range of 20% to 
40% more MAE parks had programs concerning each of the 24 biodiversity categories 
than was found for the service-wide norm. 
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MAB parks had a higher relative level of questions from the public about biological 
diversity topics when compared to service-wide figures. Personal interpretation, in 
the MAB parks, was the primary reason for questions. 

Training needs requested by MAB parks are as follows, with the fist listing the most 
desired and the last listing the lowest priority: packets of materials, in-park staff 
training, regional skills, team courses, self study courses, courses at NPS training 
centers, and video tape. 

Discussion of Results for U.s. National Parks with MAB Designation 

If response is an indication of interest in the topic, MAB parks exhibited an 
overwhelming interest, with 88% of their surveyed parks responding. Comparison 
between the service-wide data and MAB data indicates that for most biodiversity 
topics a much higher percentage of MAB parks are interpreting biological diversity 
than is the service-wide norm. 

MAB parks had a much higher relative percentage of their parks reporting questions 
from the public about the different biological diversity topics than was reported in the 
service-wide figures. 

MAB parks chose packets of information as their primary technique for training, 
with in-park staff training as the next most popular method of gaining a greater 
insight into biological diversity. Regional skills training courses were the third 
choice, with a self study course listed as number four. The same four items occupied 
the top four preferences in the service-wide response. 

Resource materials were the most useful support for interpreting biological diversity 
according to the 22 MAB parks that responded. Resource materials were the top 
choice in the service-wide tabulations as well as for each region. MAB parks 
requested funding as their second support item and training as their third. 
Training and funding occupied the number two and three preference, respectively, 
for service-wide data. The number four item ranked by MAB parks, travelling 
exhibits, was chosen as the sixth most desired support service-wide. 

Overall, MAB parks are somewhat different from the service-wide norm. Special 
considerations may be necessary. 

Results by Primary Resource 

Parks were divided by primary resource - natural, recreational, cultural, 
historical - and select data were analyzed by primary resource. This section 
provides tabular data to assist NPS personnel with understanding the role various 
primary resource parks are playing. The number of parks reporting by their 
primary resource was: natural (n=97), recreational (n=15), cultural (n=27), 
historical (n=86). 
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Biological Diversity Programming. Data collected through Question I of the survey, 
concerning the extent of biological diversity programming by primary resource, are 
reported in Table 5. 

Questions Relating to Biological Diversity. Table 6 presents topics of questions by 
primary resource type parks where the questions are being asked. Numbers within 
the table are the number of parks reporting having questions asked "sometimes" or 
"frequently" about the topic/category. 

Location or Medium of Question. Question II in the survey sought the location where 
or medium through which questions were being asked concerning biological 
diversity. Table 7 presents those data by primary resource parks. 

Training Needs. Table 8 lists the expressed training needs of parks by primary 
resource. 

Desired Support. Table 9 lists the number of parks by primary resource desiring a 
specific type of support for the service-wide biological diversity initiative. A rank 
order within each column (primary resource) is provided in parentheses. 

Discussion of Results by Primary Resource 

The number of programs presented in all primary resources categories varied 
greatly (see Table 5). As would be expected, the natural category had a far higher 
number of programs than did the other three categories. Although the numbers of 
topics presented seem large in some categories there would appear to be opportunity 
for inclusion of more biological diversity messages in all primary resource 
categories. With inclusion of more biological diversity messages in existing and 
new programming, an accompanying increase in questions would be expected. 
Table 6 points out that questions from the public are limited to nil under many topics 
and primary resource categories. If visitors do not come with biological diversity 
questions, NPS communicators should encourage questions through inclusion of 
biological diversity messages. Table 7 indicates that interpretive programs and 
visitor desks are the primary locations for receiving questions. 

Packets of information and self-study were the most desired training for all 
categories except in the recreational category, which voiced a stronger need for 
in-park training than for self-study (see Table 8). Given that many recreational 
parks have a strong natural resource management program, specialized in-park 
training should be considered. 

Resource materials and funding, as shown in Table 9, tended to be the top choices of 
support desired by all primary resources categories except recreational, which chose 
resource information for cultural areas as their second choice. Special attention 
should be paid to the needs of recreational areas. 
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• Table 5: Programs currently being implemented by primary resource 

Category/Topic Primary Resource/Number of Parks 

natural rec. cult. historic. 
n(%) n(%) n(%) n(%) 

Genetic Diversity 

Gene pools 47(49) 3(21) 11(41) 4(5) 
Ecological community 81(84) 11(79) 27(100) 15(17) 
Genetic diversity within a population 39(41) 0(0) 9(33) 5(6) 

Species Diversity 

Ethical issues 52(54) 8(57) 15(56) 5(6) 
Intensive management of select species 56(58) 6(43) 16(59) 7(8) 
Charismatic species 66(69) 8(57) 26(98) 10(12) 
Economically important species 47(49) 2(14) 21(78) 7(8) 
Impact of consumer behavior 45(47) 7(50) 12(44) 7(8) 
Origin of crop species 12(13) 0(0) 18(67) 9(11) 
Medically important species 44(46) 7(50) 22(81) 14(16) 
Edible plants and animals 81(84) 10(71) 26(98) 21(25) • Keystone species 36(38) 3(21) 14(52) 3(4) 
Native versus exotic species 85(88) 11(79) 17(63) 27(32) 
Extinct species 49(51) 4(29) 13(48) 7(8) 
Extirpated of species 46(48) 4(29) 10(37) 5(6) 
Socioculturally significant species 59(62) 10(71) 18(67) 14(16) 
Endangered or threatened species 76(79) 13(93) 22(81) 14(16) 

Community Diversity 

Natural communities unmodified by 
human behavior 68(71) 7(50) 19(20) 9(11) 
Ecological processes 73(76) 8(57) 22(81) 12(14) 
Biological diversity 
at the community level 48(50) 2(14) 13(48) 5(6) 

Ecosystem Diversity 

Biological diversity 
as a global concept 34(36) 3(21) 7(26) 0(0) 
Conservation versus preservation 
of natural resources 94(98) 10(71) 17(63) 15(17) 
Evolutionary processes 41(43) 2(14) 11(41) 2(3) 
Restoration of ecosystem 80(83) 9(64) 14(52) 12(14) 
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• 
Table 6:Topics of questions by primary resource. 

Category/Topic Primary ResourceJNumber of Parks 

natural ree. cult. historic. 
(n) (n) (n) (n) 

Genetic Diversity 

Gene pools 29 9 35 15 
Ecological communities 72 8 22 15 
Genetic diversity within a population 14 4 0 5 

Species Diversity 

Ethical issues 47 7 6 5 
Intensive management of select species 57 4 10 7 
Charismatic species 74 9 22 13 
Economically important species 44 8 16 8 
Impact of consumer behavior 32 6 5 5 
Origin of crop species 11 0 16 11 
Medically important species 'l:I 2 13 10 
Edible plants and animals 45 12 63 2il • Keystone species 23 4 4 2 
Native versus exotic species 54 8 18 13 
Extinct species 13 4 6 10 
Extirpation of species 34 4 3 4 
Socioculturally significant species 62 10 22 16 
Endangered or threatened species 74 11 12 13 

Community Diversity 

Natural communities unmodified by 
human activities 5 4 13 4 

Ecological processes 57 5 2il 4 
Biological diversity at the 

community level 26 1 4 2 

Ecosystem Diversity 

Biological diversity as a global concept 10 2 2 0 
Conservation versus preservation 

of natural resources 61 9 34 12 
Evolutionary processes 'l:I 3 3 2 
Restoration of ecosystems 54 7 2il 4 

*number of parks represent those parks that report having "sometimes" or "frequently" 

• asked questions about the listed category or topic relating to biological diversity . 
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• Table 7: Location or medium for biological diversity questions by primary resource. 

Location or Medium Primary ResourcelNumber of Parks 
natural rec. cult. historic. 
(n) (n) (n) (n) 

Genetic Diversity 

Interpretive programs 1* 3 0 25 3 
2* m 7 26 10 
3* 65 5 17 10 

w(rank)** 238(1) 29(1) 128(2) 53(2) 

Visitor desk 1 15 4 18 4 
2 41 8 28 7 
3 37 1 26 13 

w(rank) 208(2) 23(4) 152(1) 57(1) 

Roving interpretation 1 21 5 21 4 
2 47 8 34 15 
3 19 0 11 6 

w(rank) 172(3) 21(6) 122(3) 52(3) 

Environmental education program 1 13 4 31 7 • 2 32 4 10 6 
3 28 5 10 3 

w(rank) 161(4) 27(3) 81(4.5) 28(6) 

Off-site programs 1 32 4 35 12 
2 29 6 17 7 

w(rank) 
3 ro 4 4 1 

150(5) 28(2) 81(4.5) 29(5) 

Telephone inquiries 1 63 8 35 14 
2 19 4 12 4 
3 1 2 0 0 

w(rank) 104(7) 22(5) 59(7) 22(7) 

Written inquiries 1 45 10 45 18 
2 36 2 13 6 
3 6 1 0 0 

w(rank) 135(6) 17(7) 71(6) 30(4) 

*1 means rarely a location or medium by a specific category/topic of a question; 2 means 
sometimes a source and 3 means frequently a source. 
**weighted scores (w) are the sum of the products of weights times the number of responses. 
Rank order (rank) is for each primary resource. 
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Table 8: Training needs by primary resource. 

Training Method Primary ResourceJNumber of Parks 

natural rec. cult. historic. 
n(rank)* n(rank) n(rank) n(rank) 

Packets of information 80(1) 11(1) 67(1) 22(1) 

Self-study courses 59(3) 6(5) 44(2) 21(2) 

In-park training 61(2) 10(2) 31(4) 11(4) 

Regional course 55(4) 8(4) 32(3) 9(4) 

Training at Mather/Albright 34(5) 9(3) 23(5) 7(5) 

Video tape 7(6) 2(6) 4(7) 2(6) 

No training 2(7) 0(7) 7(6) 0(7) 

• * rank is by primary resource (column) . 

Table 9:Weighted scores and rank order* of most useful support by primary resource. 

SuPport Primary ResourcelNumber of Parks 

natural rec. cult. historic. 
w(r)* w(r) w(r) w(r) 

Resource materials 207(1) 29(1) 126(1) 55(1) 

Training 59(4) 10(3) 47(3) 6(5) 

Funding 105(2) 7(4) 74(2) 26(2) 

Audio visual materials 0(-) 0(-) 12(7) 5(6) 

Handouts, brochures, news releases 6(3) 6(5) 34(4) 23(3) 

Traveling exhibits 25(5) 5(6) 31(5) 6(5) 

Support and clarity of objectives 19(6) 7(4) 21(6) 7(4) 
from Washington 

Resource information specifically 17(7) 12(2) 11(8) 1(7) 
for cultural areas 
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·Weighted scores were derived by assigning weighted values to the first, second and third 
most useful support desired. Items of a third preference were weighted as one, items of a 
second preference were weighted as two, and items of a first preference were weighted as 
three. Weights were summed with the largest weighted score receiving the number one 
rank. Rankings by primary resource are ranked in column within the parentheses. 

Conclusions 

A number of conclusions can be drawn from the data. These are presented in four different 
sections - service-wide, region, MAB parks, and primary resource. 

Service-wide 

• The National Park Service has numerous interpretive programs and materials that 
touch upon biological diversity issues. The programs and materials provide a basis for 
expanding the interpretation of biological diversity. 

• Parks report receiving a wide range of questions about topics relating to biological 
diversity, but given the importance of the issues to NPS, the numbers indicate that the 
agency is missing opportunities for heightening public awareness about this critical 
resource management issue. 

• Interpretive programs and the visitor desk tend to be the primary sites for visitor 
questions about biological diversity. 

• Parks make extensive use of both personal services and media/materials to convey 
interpretive messages. 

• Parks can make use of and desire a full range of programs, media and materials to 
support their efforts to interpret biological diversity issues. Materials to assist with 
personal programs were of greatest demand, followed by nonpersonal services materials 
and media, outreach program materials and exhibits. Lastly, community/environmental 
education programming materials were desired. 

• Packets of materials, followed by self-study courses and in-park staff training, are the 
primary modes of desired personnel training. 

• The interest of parks in resource materials specifically for cultural and historical 
primary resource parks and the written comments from cultural parks indicate that some 
of these areas see little relevance of biological diversity to their themes, goals and 
objectives. 

• Resource materials were considered the most useful support item, followed by training 
and funding, respectively. 

• A new initiative is not desired each year. 

• Initiatives should be developed by special committees with a cross section of NPS 
expertise, and the field should be supported by regions and the Washington office in the 
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form of specially designed programs and materials. 

• A majority of park managers feel they do not have the time, funding, or staff to institute a 
special initiative. 

• A majority of park managers feel that biological diversity should be interpreted in their 
park. 

• The consensus was that park personnel do not know as much about biological diversity as 
they need to and do not have ready access to materials and data. 

• According to park managers, park visitors can comprehend biological diversity 
concepts, are interested in the topic, and should become more aware of the topic. 

• Parks are willing to assist with materials gathering. 

• The extent to which biological diversity is addressed was perceived as a park-specific 
perogative in which each park should participate at the level it deemed appropriate to its 
goals, objectives, and themes. 

• Biological diversity interpretation is viewed as appropriate and useful in fulfilling the 
NPS mission. 

!regions 

• Regions reflect national trends for the most part. 

• Where regions do differ from service-wide norms, special care should be taken by the 
respective regional offices to meet those needs. 

MABParks 

• MAB parks are interpreting a higher percentage of biological diversity topics 
proportionally than are occurring service-wide. 

• MAB parks have special characteristics and needs that require special consideration. 

Primary !resource 

• Parks with a primary resource of natural have the greatest number of biologicaly 
diversity programs, both proportionally and literally. 

• Questions about biological diversity, even in the more natural parks, are fewer than 
would be expected. 

• Parks with different primary resources may need specialized training, especially 
recreational resource parks . 
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Recommendations 

Recommendations made by the authors are based on the data found in this report, 
other NPS reports on this topic, personal interviews, NPS reviewers' feedback, 
experience with the "Clearing the Air" project, and education and management 
theory. 

• Although the National Park Service is engaged in interpretation of biological 
diversity issues and does receive a significant number of questions on the topic, the 
service's effort is minimal and fragmented given the gravity of the problem - the 
loss of biological diversity nationally and globally. Greater emphasis, 
coordination, and support for a long term biological diversity interpretive initiative 
should be considered. 

• Parks are functioning on a short-term basis, concerning themselves with funds, 
personnel, and immediate tasks as opposed to looking at the future and the larger 
issues and threats to the parks. Biological diversity is rated as an important issue 
but the pressures of day-to-day issues results in the "we just do not have time to add 
this new initiative" position. The recognition of the importance of the topic is there; 
all levels of management and field personnel must plan and work together to 
address the real issues and threats to parks in a timely manner. 

• Personal programming is the primary mechanism for visitor feedback in terms of 
questioning. More personnel must be trained and made available to the public if 
NPS is to have a significant impact. 

• To fulfill the objectives of a biological diversity initiative, field personnel need 
materials and in-park training in a timely manner. Materials beyond the 
"Handbook," and training beyond the 1988-89 critical resource issues courses should 
be planned. 

• Confusion seems to exists over a new initiative each year. NPS should consider 
simply promoting a new professional education topic each year but not limiting the 
thrusts to any time span. 

• Greater emphasis and coordination at the Washington and regional office levels 
for the professional education topics are needed. Additional personnel or 
reallocation of time may be necessary. 

• NPS must place additional emphasis on support for increasing the knowledge and 
capabilities of NPS communicators to more effectively interpret critical resource 
issues. 

• Special effort is needed in the Washington and regional offices to help 
recreational, historical, and cultural areas more clearly identify their roles in the 
biological diversity interpretive initiative. 
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• The level and format of critical resource issues programming should be a 
park-level decision; standards by which parks are evaluated should assess if the 
efforts made by the park to interpret the new concepts are adequate given the park's 
themes, goals, objectives, and resources. This should be a part of the formal 
evaluation of all appropriate personnel. 

• Improved communications concerning forthcoming professional education topics 
and interpretive thrusts are needed. A two-year lead time should be considered with 
allocation of funding, establishment of committees and awarding of contracts in 
support of the topics. 

• Regions have, in several cases, special needs and desires. Each region should 
mount a special effort to provide its personnel with materials and support beyond 
what is currently proposed. With a two-year lead time there is greater chance of this 
being accomplished. This report provides a basis for understanding some aspects of 
regional needs. 

• MAB parks, although more extensively involved in biological diversity 
interpretation than the service-wide norms, should be more heavily engaged in 
biological diversity interpretation. Special program thrusts among the MAB parks 
should be considered along with a greater recognition that MAB is the ideal 
mechanism for increasing public awareness about critical resource issues. Special 
funding and consideration for the effort in the MAB parks should be considered . 

• Parks with different primary resources should be treated as potentially different 
in terms of their needs associated with special initiatives. 

The NPS has the mandate and biological resources with which to address biological 
diversity. With increased training and support the NPS can develop the capabilities 
to mount a major interpretive thrust in biological diversity. A parallel program in 
the protection and maintenance of biological diversity is also required. The tasks 
are complex; it cannot be an issue for interpreters alone. To truly succeed all units of 
the NPS and all levels of NPS management must accept the loss of biological 
diversity as a paramount problem. 

A short-term thrust will not solve the problem nor will it significantly change public 
or political attitudes towards global deterioration of our biological resources. Only 
an effort mounted over many years with both external and internal biological 
diversity information transfer will make a difference. 

Just as the Yellowstone fires and Mt. St. Helens reawakened a nation to impacts of 
natural processes, we can utilize current events to demonstrate the importance of 
ecological processes and the relationship to the maintenance of diversity in nature. 
Only when our society understands and takes action regarding the 
interrelationships between polluted air and water, declining forests, loss of 
biological diversity and an eroding quality of life can the special NPS thrust be 
brought to an end . 
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NPS is in the unique position as one of the world's leading conservation agencies to 
set a precedent by addressing critical resource management issues, publicly and 
forthrightly. The service has the land resources, mission and professional ethic -
the greater world society can afford nothing less than our best effort. 
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Biological Diversity Technical Report 
Summaries 

OTA Report Brief 

Technologies To Maintain Biological Diversity 

The Earth's biological diversity is being seriously re­
duced, and the losses are likely to accelerate over the 
next several decades. The most optimistic view of the 
consequences of reduced biological diversity is that re­
sources that otherwise might improve the quality of 
human life will not be available. At worst, reductions 
could mean a serious disruption of the ecological proc­
esses on which civilization depends. To avert such ad­
verse consequences, the United States needs to strengthen 
its commitment to global conservation efforts. 

In the past, diversity among ecosystems, species, 
and genes was maintained without specific conserva­
tion efforts. But as natural areas continue to be dis­
rupted by human activities, maintaining biological 
diversity increasingly depends on the development and 
use of specific conserva-

portance to agriculture. Generally, these programs are 
uncoordinated, underfunded, and too narrow to ad~ 
dress the biological djversity issue effectively. Further­
more, the ad hoc conservation programs that currently 
exist do not cover the broad scope of areas that are 
important to maintaining biological diversity. 

To improve knowledge about the extent and rate 
of loss that is occurring, more emphasis should be 
placed on the collection of additional data. One of the 
challenges for the U.S. Congress and other policy­
makers is to strike a balance between using resources 
to collect better data on rates of loss and analyze likely 
consequences on the one hand, and implementing spe­
cific conservation efforts to meet known threats on the 
other. 

The ability to maintain 
tion measures. Of partic­
ular concern are those 
highly diverse ecosystems 
such as moist tropical 
forests. coral reefs, and 
Mediterranean type envi­
ronments, with high num­
bers of unique species. 

What Is Biological Diversity 
diversity will increasingly 
depend on the availability 
of useful, affordable tech­
nologies and on programs 
designed to apply these 
technologies to a broader 
range of species or ecosys­
tem types. At present. 
technologies and programs 
to conserve or enhance 
biological diversity are 
limited in their applica­
tion. The application of 
science to conservation is 
a relatively recent event, 
and a formal discipline in 
this area is only just emerg· 
ing. Further progress \vill 

Two complementary 
approaches are necessary 
to conserve biological 
diversity. One approach, 
called "onsite mainte­
nance," is to maintain 
parks and other natural 
areas to preserve plants 
and animals in the areas 
where they occur natu­
rally. The other approach, 

Biological diversity refers to the variety and varia­
bility among living organisms and the ecological com­
plexes in which they occur. Diversity can be defined 
as the number of different items and their relative fre­
quency. For biological diversity, these items range 
from complete ecosystems to the chemical structures 
that are the molecular basis of herw.ity. Thus. the term 
encompasses different ecosystems, species. and genes. 
and their relative abundance. 

The term also provides a common denominator for 
various groups concerned with loss of biological en· 
tities. Despite the broad range of concerns. the prob­
lem to date has been presented almost exclusively in 
terms of the extinction of species. Although extinction 
is perhaps the most dramatic aspect of the problem, 
it is by no means the whole problem. 

called "offsite maintenance," is to preserve diversity 
apart from natural habitats in places such as seed 
banks or zoos. Onsite maintenance is the best means 
of maintaining a broad range of biological diversity 
in the long term. Offsite maintenance is the most eco­
nomical method for preserving a small but critical 
component of genetic diversity such as the thousands 
of plant varieties important to agriculture. As threats 
to biological diversity increase, greater interaction be­
tween the two approaches will be required. 

Maintaining global biological diversity will require 
greater coordination of conservation efforts by the 
United States and other countries. Several govemment 
and private programs in the United States and else­
where address narrow conservation objectives such as 
protecting migratory species or genetic resources of im· 

depend on promoting and 
encouraging institutions and researchers to place 
greater emphasis both on the synthesis of research re­
sults and on technology development and transfer in 
support of resource managers. 

The Role of Congress 

A range of options is available for Congress to main­
tain diversity in the United States and throughout the 
world. They are summarized on the reverse side. 

Copies of the OTA report. "Technologies To Maintain 
Biological Di;:ersity." are a;.'ailab/e from the U.S. Go;.'· 
emment Printing Office. Superintendent of Documents. 
WashingtoM. DC 20402·9325; (202) 783·3238. The GPO 
stock number is 052-003·01058·5; the pn'ce is 515.00. Copi>!s 
of the report for congressional use are available by calling 
--1·8996. Summaries of reports are available at no cilClrge from 
the Office of Technology Assessment. 

The Office of Technology Assessment (OTA) is an analytical arm of the U.S. Congr~ss whose basic flUlction is 
to help legislators anticipate and plan for the positive and negative impacts of t~chno!ogical changes. 

Address: OTA. U.S. Congress, Washington. DC 20510·8025. Phone: 202/224·9241. John H. Gibbons, Director . 
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Summary of Policy Issues for Congressional Action 
Related to Maintenance of Biological Diversity 

Issue Finding 

Strengthen nalional commitment Adopt a comprehensive approach 10 
maintainil1g biological diversify 

Increase ability to maintain 
biological diversity 

Increase puolic awareness of Oiologi­
cal diversity issues 

Improve research. technology devel· 
opment and application 

Options 

Establish a national biological dIVersity act 
Prepare a national conservation strategy 
Amend appropriate legislation of Federal agencies 

Establish a national conservation education act 
Amend the International Security and Development Coopera­

tion Act 

Direct National Science Foundation to establish a 
conservation biology program 

Establish a national endowment for biological diversity 

Fill gaps and inadequacies in existmg Provide sufficient funding lor existing maintenance programs 
programs Improve link between onsile and o/fsite programs 

EnhanclI knowledge base 

Support international initiatives 

Improve data collection. mamtenance. 
and use 

Provide greater leaderShip in the 
international arena 

Promote the exchange of genetic 
resources 

Establish new programs to fill specific gaps in current efforts 

Establish a Clearinghouse lor biOlogical data 
Enhance existing natural heritage network of conservation 

data centers 

Increase support of existing international programs 
Continue oversight hearings of multilateral development 

banks' activities 

Examine U.S. options an international exchange 0\ 
germplasm 

Amend the Export Administration Act to atlirm U.S. 
commitment to free exchange oj germ plasm 

Address loss in developing 
countries 

Amend Foreign ASSistance Act Adopt broader definition of biological diverstty in Foreign 
Assistanc'e Act 

Enhance capability of the Agency for Direct AID to adapt strategic approach to dwerSity 
International Development conservallon 

Establish alternative funding sources 
far biological diversity praiects 

SOURCE: Ottice of Technology Assessment. 1987. 
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Biological Diversity Technical Report 
Summarles 

Biological Diversity-Related Legislation 
Abstracted by Pamela A Wright - The Ohio State University 

There is currently no legislation directly related to biological diversity, 
however, 1989 legislation (HR 1268), has been proposed that will relate 
directly to biological diversity. The Office of Technology Assessment's book, 
Technologies to Maintain Biological Diversity, discusses the existing 
legislation, and international treaties that have some impact on biological 
diversity in detail. Related legislation is summarized below. 

Federal Mandates 

Federal laws primarily govern the protection 
of species and habitat, in situ. Federal laws 
for ex situ maintenance of biological 
diversity, with the exception of the 
Endangered Species Act, center primarily on 
plant species that demonstrate potential eco­
nomic value. These laws are summarized 
in Table 1. 

- The Endangered Species Act prohibits the 
import and export of species listed as 
endangered and most species listed as 
threatened. 

- The Lacey Act prohibits the import of 
species that have been taken, possessed, 
transported, or sold in violation of foreign 
law. Many countries now completely ban or 
strictly limit wildlife trade. 

- CITES, a comprehensive wildlife treaty 
signed by nearly 100 countries, including the 
United States, that regulates and in many 
cases prohibits commercial imports and 
exports of wild animal and plant species that 
are threatened or endangered by trade. 

- The Marine Mammal Protection Act 
prohibits the import of marine mammals and 
their parts and products. These species 
include whales, walruses, narwhals, seals, 
sea lions, sea otters, and polar bears. 

2.7.1 

Biological Diversity Bill (HR 1268) 

The National Biological Diversity 
Conservation and Environmental Research 
Act proposes four major elements; a national 
policy for the conservation of biological 
diversity, a national research center, an 
amendment to the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) to make biological 
diversity an explicit part of environmental 
impact statements, and a coordinated federal 
strategy for maintaining and restoring 
biological diversity. 

International Treaties 

International laws "govern relations 
between countries" (OTA) and consequently 
have varying levels of power. Hard laws are 
those that bind two or more countries in terms 
of treaties or international law while soft 
laws are those which have little legal binding 
force but rather may carry persuasive 
influence. In general, international laws 
deal only indirectly with biological 
diversity. Many related laws have broader 
conservation objectives that are "commonly 
focused on protection of single species, groups 
of species, or habitats" (OTA). 

Global Conventions 

Global conventions, of which five are related 
to biological diversity, are only partially 
effective because they are often not 



Table L Federnll.aws Relating to Biological Diversity MamWmmce 
Common name 

Lacey Act of 1900 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act ofl918 
Migratory Bird Conservation Act of 1929 
Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937 

(pittman-Robertson Act) 
Bald Eagle Protection Act of 1940 
Whaling Convention Act of 1949 
Fish Restoration and Management Act of 

1950 (Dingell-Johnson Act) 
Anadromous Fish Conservation Act of 1965 

(Public Law 89-304) 
Fur Seal Act of1966 (Public Law 89-702) 
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 

(Public Law 93-205) 

Magnuson Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act of1977 (Public Law 94-532) 

Whale Conservation and Protection Study 
Act of1976 (Public Law 94-532) 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act of 1980 
(Public Law 96-366) 

Salmon and Steelhead Conservation and 
Enhancement Act of 1980(Public Law 96-561) 

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of1934 

Fish and Game Sanctuary Act of 1934 
Historic Sites, Buildings, and Antiquities 

Actof1935 
Fish and Wildlife Act of1956 

Wilderness Act of 1964(Public Law 88-577) 
National Wildlife Refuge System 

Administration Act of1966 (Public Law 91-135) 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 

(Public Law 90-542) 
Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries 

Act of1972 (Public Law 92-532) 
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Resource affected 

wild animals 

wild birds 
wild birds 
wild animals 

wild birds 
wild animals 
fisheries 

fisheries 

wild animals 
wild animals 
wild plants/animals 

fisheries 

wild animals 

wild animals 

fisheries 

terrestrial/aquatic 
habitats 
sancturies 
natural landmarks 

wildlife sanctuaries 

wilderness areas 
refuges 

river segments 

coastal areas 

U.S. Code 

16U.S.C.667, 
701 
16U.S.C.703 
l6U.S.C.715 
16U.S.C. 669 

16U.S.C.668 
16U.S.C.916 
l6U.S.C.777 

16U.S.C. 757 

16U.S.C.1151 
16U.S.C.1361 
7U.S.C.136 
16U.S.C.460, 
668,715, 
1362,1371, 
1372,1402,1531 
16U.S.C.971, 
1362,1801 
16U.S.C.915 

16U.S.C.2901 

16U.S.C.1823 

16U.S.C.694 

16U.S.C.694 
16U.S.C.461-
467 
15U.S.C. 713 
16U.S.C.742 
16U.S.C.lI31 
16U.S.C.668 

16U.S.C.1271 
-1287 
16U.S.C.1431 
-1434 
33U.S.C.1401, 
1402,1411 
-1421,1441-1444 

• 
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(Federal Laws Continued) 
Common name 

Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976 (Public Law 94-579) 

National Forest Management Act of 1976 
(Public Law 94-588) 

Public Rangelands Improvement Act of 1978 
(Public Law 95-514) 

Of'fsite diversity mandates: 

Agricultural Marketing Act o£1946 
(Research and Marketing Act) 

Endangered Species Act of1973 
(Public Law 93-205) 

Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources 
Act of1978 (Public Law 95-307) 

Resource affected U.S. Code 

public domain lands 7U.S.C.1010-1012 
16U.S.C. 
30U.S.C.50, 
40U.S.C.319 
43U.S.C. 

national forest lands 16U.S.C.472,500,513 
515,516,518,521,576 
581,1600,1601-1614 

public domain lands 16U.S.C.1332,1333 

agricultural plants 
and animals 

wild plants and 
animals 

tree germplasm 

43U.S.C.1739, 
1751-1753,1901-1908 

5U.S.C.5315 
7U.S.C. 
16U.S.C. 
42U.S.C.3122 
7U.S.C.136 
16U.S.C.460,668,715, 
1362,1371,1372,1402, 
1531 
16U.S.C.1641-1647 

SOURCE: Adapted from Office of Technology Assessment, 1986 . 
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Table 2. International Treaties and Conyentions (Qn-site Maintenance) 

Title 

Global conventions 
Convention on Wetlands of International 

Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat 
Convention Concerning the Protection of the 

World Cultural and Natural Heritage 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory 

Species of Wild Animals 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 

Regional conventions 
Convention on Nature Protection and Wildlife 

Preservation in the Western Hemisphere 
Mrican Convention on the Conservation of 

Natural and Natural Resources 
Convention on the Conservation of European 

Wildlife and Natural Habitats 

Established 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1979 

1982 

1940 

1968 

1979 

Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic 1980 
Marine Living Resources 

ASEAN Agreement on the Conservation of Nature 1985 
and Natural Resources 

Convention for the Protection of Mediterranean 1976 
Seas Against Pollution 

Kuwait Regional Convention for Cooperation on 1978 
Protection of Marine Environment and Pollution 

Convention for Cooperation in the Protection and 1981 
Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment 
of the West and Central Mrican Regions 

Convention for the Protection of Marine 1981 
Environment and Coastal Areas of Southeast Pacific 

Convention for the Conservation of Red Sea and 1982 
Gulf of Aden Environment 

Convention for Protection and Development of 1983 
Marine Resources of the Wider Caribbean Region 

Convention for Protection and Development of the 1985 pending 
Natural Resources and Environment of the South Pacific Region 

Species-oriented treaties 
Birds 
Convention for the Protection of Birds Useful 

to Agriculture (Europe) 
Convention for the Protection of Migratory 

Birds (CanadaJU.S.A.) 

2.7.4 

1905 

1916 

u.s. signed 

pending 

1973 

1975 

not signed 

1942 

NA 

NA 

1982 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

1983 

NA 

1916 

• 

• 

• 
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(International Laws Continued) 

Title 

Convention for the Protection of Migratory 
Birds and Game Animals (Mexico/U.S.A.) 

International Convention for the Protection of 
Birds (Europe) 

Benelux Convention on the Hunting and Protection 
of Birds (Europe) 

Convention for the Protection of Migratory Birds 
and Birds in Danger of Extinction and their 
Environment(Japan/U.S.A.) 

Convention for the Protection of Migratory Birds 
and Birds Under Threat of Extinction and on the 
Means of ProtectingThem (U.S.S.R./Japan) 

Agreement for the Protection of Migratory Birds 
in Danger of Extinction and Their Environment 
(J apani Australia) 

Convention Concerning the Conservation of 
Migratory Birds and Their Environment 
(U.S.S.R./U.S.A.) 

Directive of the Council of the European Economic 1979 
Community on the Conservation of Wild Birds (EEC) 

Polar bears 
Agreement on the Conservation of Polar Bears 
Seals 
Interim Convention on the Conservation of 

North Pacific Fur Seals 
Agreement on Measures To Regulate Sealing and 

to Protect Seal Stocks in the Northeastern Part 
of the Atlantic Ocean 

Agreement on Sealing and the Conservation of 
Seal Stock in the Northwest Atlantic 

Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic 
Seals 

Vicuna 
Convention for the Conservation of Vicuna 
Convention for the Conservation and Management 

of Vicuna 

Established 

1936 

1950 

1972 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1976 

NA 

1973 

1957 

1957 

1971 

1972 

1969 
1979 

Agreement Between the Bolivian and Argentinian 1981 
Governments for the Protection and Conservation of Vicuna 

Whale 
Convention for the Regulation of Whaling 
International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling 
Whaling 

1931 
1946 

SOURCE: Adapted from Office of Technology Assessment, 1986 . 
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u.s. signed 

1936 

NA 

NA 

1972 

NA 

NA 

1976 

1976 

1957 

1978 

NA 
NA 

NA 

1935 
1948 



completely implemented. Some common 
problems include lack of representation by 
some countries, inadequate funding to 
implement the laws, weak compliance 
incentives, and little enforceable power. 
Summaries of these laws are taken directly 
from the OTA report. 

- The Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES), established in 1973, controls 
international trade in wild species of plants 
and animals listed in the convention 
appendices as endangered or threatened. As 
of March 1987, 91 countries were members. 

- The Convention of Wetlands of 
International Importance Especially as 
Waterfowl Habitat (RAMSAR), passed in 
1971, established a wetlands network and 
promotes the wise use of all wetlands with 
special protection for those on the List of 
Wetlands of International Importance. As 
of mid-1985, there were 40 contracting parties 
to the convention and about 300 wetland sites, 
covering some 20 million hectares. Once a 
site is on the list, the party concerned has a 
legal obligation to conserve the site. 

- The Convention Concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage, signed in 1972, established a 
network of protected areas and provides a 
permanent legal, administrative, and 
financial framework for identification and 
conservation of areas of outstanding cultural 
and natural importance. It organized a 
World Heritage Committee, a World 
Heritage List, a List of World Heritage in 
Danger, and a World Heritage Fund to help 
achieve convention goals. 

- The Convention on the Conservation of 
Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn 
Convention), passed in 1979, provides strict 
protection for migratory species in danger of 
extinction throughout all or a significant 
part of their range, and encourages range 
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states to conclude agreements for 
management of species that would benefit 
from international cooperation. Fifteen 
countries were party to the convention as of 
1984. 

- The Convention on the Law of the Sea, 
adopted in 1982 and yet to come into force, 
identifies a number of general obligations 
relevant to conservation. Article 192 imposes 
an obligation on countries to protect and 
preserve the marine environment. Coastal 
countries are obliged to ensure through proper 
conservation and management measures 
that living resources in their exclusive 
economic zones are not endangered by 
exploitation. 

Regional Conventions 

Regional conventions have for the most part, 
"emphasized conservation of habitat through 
creation of protected areas' (OTA). The 
major conventions include: 

• Convention of Nature Protection and 
Wildlife Preservation in the Western 
Hemisphere (1940) 
• African Convention on the 
Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources (1968) 
• Convention on the Conservation of 
European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 
(1979) 
• ASEAN Agreement on the 
Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources (1985) 
• Convention for the Protection and 
Development of Marine Environment of 
the Wider Caribbean Region(1983) 
• Convention on the Conservation of 
Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
(1980) 

• 

• 

• 
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Declarations and Resolutions (Soft-Laws) 

- Declaration on the Human Environment 
(UNEP-UNESeO 1972) addresses 
conservation of the Earth's biological 
resources: 

"The natural resources of the earth 
including the air, water, land, flora and 
fauna, and especially representative 
samples of natural ecosystems must be 
safeguarded for the benefit of present and 
future generations through careful planning 
or management as appropriate." 

- The World Conservation Strategy (WeS 
developed by IUCN, UNEP, WWF, FAO, 
UNESCO), was launched worldwide in 1980 
in 30 countries. It provides broad policy 
guidelines for determining development 
priorities to secure sustainable use of 
renewable resources, and it links 
conservation and development . 

- World Charter for Nature (1982 - UN) 
includes several principles related to 
biological diversity. 

Other Declarations 

- UNESCO Action Plan for Biosphere 
Reserves 
- IUCN Bali Action Plan and 
Recommendations 
- IUCN General Assembly Resolutions 

Two other pieces of international law fall 
underneath a category that relates to off-site 
maintenance. The International Patent 
Law resulted in the International Union for 
the Protection of New Varieties of Plants 
(IUPOV) that deals with the availability of 
germplasm for plant patenting. The 
International Plant Protection Convention 
(IPPC) of 1951, discusses rules, actions and 
procedures of quarantine to prevent entry of 
pests or pathogens . 

2.7.7 
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Biological Diversity Informational 
Papers 

Interpreting Critical Resource Issues For The Public 

By Pamela A. Wright and John W. Hanna - The Ohio State University 

" Don't Worry - Be Happy" just doesn't cut 
it when it comes to acid deposition, global 
warming, desertification, and loss of 
biological diversity. As the voices for the 
ailing environment, we must go beyond 
traditional interpretation, and jolt our 
visitors into reality. 

William Penn Mott, at the 1986 Conference 
on Science in the National Parks stated, "It 
is not enough for us to gather knowledge. It 
is not even enough for us to apply that 
knowledge. It is essential that we share our 
knowledge with the people of the nation and 
this world." 

Incorporating critical resource issue 
interpretation into your program schedule 
involves seven major stages: identifying the 
problem, educating yourself, understanding 
global relationships, building your own park 
specific resource base, planning the 
program, interpreting and evaluating. 

Identifying The Problem 

Critical natural resource issues spring forth 
from findings made by scientists and 
resource managers (Whatley and Sikoryak, 
1988). The problems related to biological 
diversity are numerous: genetic erosion 
within species, ecosystems and populations 
caused by an incredible number of processes. 
These biological diversity related problems 
do not exist in isolation, however. Each 
problem is linked to other major problems 
such as acidic deposition and global 
warming. Finding the links between issues 
makes interpretation more holistic. 

3.1.1 

Education 

The most critical stage of interpreting 
critical resource issues begins with your own 
basic science education. You, and later the 
audience, need to have a thorough knowledge 
of the basic scientific principles and 
ecological relationships around which the 
critical issues revolve. A superficial 
understanding of these principles is not 
adequate-in order to relate to the audience 
you must understand. Discoveries and 
advancements in scientific issues such as 
these are astounding. While popular books 
and textbooks may provide general 
background information on the topic, most 
factual results will be out of date before you 
read them. This manual will provide you 
with that general background information. 
However, you should refer to the journals and 
other publications listed in the reference 
section for further clarification and details. 
Some .good current sources are: BioScience, 
AmerIcan Forests, Parks, The Nature 
Conservancy News and National Wildlife. 
Also, use members of your local scientific 
community as sources for information and 
verify your findings with NPS scientists. 

Understand Global Relationships 

Interpreting critical resource issues provides 
us with "opportunities to explore the universal 
concepts of the diversity of life in the parks' 
unique stories and to relate how each park's 
resources are connected with national and 
global resources" (Spears, 1989). To 
effectively interpret your park's biological 
diversity story, you must understand the 
relationships between that story and what is 
happening globally. This is where you will 
establish importance or significance in the 
visitors' minds . 



Building Your Own Park Specific Resource· 
Base 

Once you have your issue clearly identified 
the problem and have built your own personal 
knowledge base, start the search for 
resources to help you interpret the issue to the 
public. Gather all the scientific studies 
conducted in your park or in a similar park 
and build a set of park-specific fact and 
program sheets. Programs developed at 
other parks are also an excellent source of 
ideas. 

Planning Programs 

Planning your critical resource issue 
program goes beyond the use of regular 
program principles outlined by Tilden, 
Sharpe and various others. Your goal goes 
beyond entertainment to high impact 
education. That is not to say that 
interpreting critical resource issues cannot 
be enjoyable, but just enjoyment is not your 
focus. Target your message to those who it 
suits most. Consider planning programs 
with heavy content and high involvement for 
those visitors who already have a thorough 
understanding of your park environment. 
Many of these individuals will already be 
aware of the issue and some of its 
ramifications. Your programs developed for 
these individuals cannot therefore be 
simplistic, they need to be detailed and 
specific. For the un-initiated, try weaving 
your issue into a more general program or 
simply use one or two examples of issue­
related material in your program. As the 
awareness level of these individuals 
increases, they will be more willing to accept 
specialized programing on the topic. No 
matter who your audience is, the concepts you 
need to present are difficult and may be 
controversial. To assure understanding, 
develop a tangible recurring message 
element or analogy to weave throughout your 
program. Field test your ideas on other park 
staff, friends or casually with visitors. For 
issues that may be controversial, Tweed 
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(1988), provides the following advice. "The 
interpretation of controversial subjects is not 
fundamentally different from other 
interpretive elforts, but special concerns do 
come into play. The most important of these 
is . the rigorous pursuit of accuracy. 
Information presented by interpreters should 
always be accurate, of course, but another 
level of discretion is required here. This 
d,scretion needs to come in at least two 
forms. The first is the careful collection and 
presentation of certified facts. The second 
level of discretion unavoidably appears when 
the time comes to draw conclusions (and 
especially value judgements) from the facts 
presented. The concept here is that 
interpreters should "plant" problems in 
visitors minds, and then let the visitors' 
minds move independently to 
value-judgement maturity." 

Interpreting 

"What sets critical natural resource issue 
interpretation apart from other traditional 
forms, is that it focuses more extensively on 
problems and their solutions" (Whatley and 
Sikoryak, 1988). 

From knowledge comes awareness, from 
awareness comes attitudes, and from 
attitudes come behavior. Unfortunately, the 
links between knowledge, awareness 
attitudes, and behavior are not perfectly 
correlated. While many of our interpretive 
programs suggest an action that visitors may 
take to learn more about a situation or to 
promote a certain cause, the follow-through 
by visitors is often minimal. Critical 
resource issue programs need to be heavily 
activity- oriented. While background 
material is necessary for understanding, 
much of the other program content can be 
communicated best in an applied setting. 
With a large portion of your program devoted 
to an actual activity, your program will be 
more enjoyable and visitors will obtain a 
feeling of accomplishment. Once inspired 
with the knowledge that they can make a 

• 

• 

• 



.--------~--~-- --

• 

• 

• 

difference, they will be more likely to 
perform favorable behaviors. 

In Cuyahoga National Recreation Area's 
Monarch Migration Tagging program, 
visitors find themselves participating in an 
international scientific study that illustrates 
several facets of biological diversity. 
Visitors temporarily capture the strking 
orange and black butterflies, then with their 
fingers gently rub off the iridescent scales in 
a small patch on the wing. A numbered 
sticker is placed there, and the monarch 
released (Spears, 1989). 

Evaluating 

Consider including pre-assessment, 
formative and summative evaluation into 
your interpretive planning process. Two 
books that are excellent sources for 
evaluative ideas are Interpretive Vjews 
(Machlis, 1986) and On Interpretation 
(Machlis and Field, 1984) . 

Don't worry - be happy! Just get involved in 
high impact education with heavy activity 
orientation for results in interpreting 
critical resource issues for the public. 
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Biological Diversity Informational 
Papers 

Some Interpretive Thoughts on Biological Diversity 

By Richard L. Cunningham - National Park Service 

Biological diversity is simply the diversity 
of life and includes species diversity, genetic 
diversity, and ecosystem diversity. 

If you asked the" average" person what he or 
she thinks of the problem of disappearing 
species, a typical response may be that it is 
not very important not important when 
compared to the "real problems" of nuclear 
arms, nuclear power, poverty and starving 
people, overpopulation, the economy, drugs, 
crime and scandal in government, etc. 

The problem of disappearing species is one of 
the great "sleeper" issues of our time. It also 
presents us, as interpreters, with one of our 
greatest challenges and opportunities for 
park interpretation. We have the chance to 
ring the "wake-up" bell. 

There is one estimate that at least one 
million species of plants and animals will 
become extinct by the end ofthis century. On 
a worldwide basis, people are daily 
consuming more foods, more medicines, 
and using more industrial products that 
come from wild species of plants and 
animals. We don't know what new needs 
will arise in the future from extant species. 

Over 1,000 species of animals are currently 
recognized as under the threat of extinction. 
This is only a fraction of the multitude of 
species that have yet to be identified and 
classified - let alone to be considered as 
threatened or endangered. Among the plants 
these could number over a quarter million 
species. Among the animals, particularly 
the insects, the total could run into the 
hundreds of thousands or even the millions 
of species . 

3.2.1 

Why should the public be concerned? Why 
should we save species of animals and 
plants? To me there are at least four reasons 
why: (1) other organisms have a right to 
existence - compassion calls for their 
preservation; (2) species should be preserved 
because of their beauty, their symbolic value 
(Le., Bald Eagle), or their intrinsic interest; 
(3) species should be preserved for their 
actual or potential economic uses; other 
species provide direct benefits to humans; (4) 
species are living components of the 
ecosystems in which they live. 

Thus we have four primary arguments for 
the preservation of species: ethics, esthetics, 
economics, and ecological. Hopefully, to 
the already confirmed ,..-______ --, 
t'conservationist", there is un-
derstanding and agreement 
with the ethical, esthetic, 
and/or ecological arguments. 
For the "general public" 
though, the need for 
preservation of species comes 
down to "What's in it for 
me?" 

Ethics 
Esthetics 
Economics 
Ecology 

I think the economic or utilitarian reasons 
for species preservation is the interpretive 
"hook" by which we can capture the interest 
of the average person. This is so because this 
"hook" or argument answers the question 
"What's in it for me?" or "Why should I care 
about some plants and animals I've never 
even heard of?" 

I would like to list a few examples of 
economic Or utilitarian values of species. I 
urge you to add to your personal and park 
libraries. Two books by Norman Myers -



The Sinkin\! Ark and A Wealth of Wild 
Species. The value of Congeryine- Genetic 
Resources by Margarey Oldfield and 
Extinct jon by Paul and Anne Ehrlich also 
all contain excellent material on the 
economic or utilitarian uses of wild species. 

Preservation for Agricultural Uses 

About 80,000 possible edible plants are known 
to exist on earth. At one time or another man 
has used at least 3000 plants for food, but only 
about 150 of these have ever been cultivated on 
a large scale. Today less than 20 different 
plants produce 90% of the world's food. 
A major disease affecting anyone of 
the four major crops (wheat, rice, 
corn, potatoes) would have serious 
implications for many people. 
Without sufficient stocks of 
genes from wild strains 
modern agriculture is 
threatened by new diseases 
and resistant insect pests. 
Wild plants provide 
original gene resources for 
revitalizing and improving 
the strains of food plants we 
grow. 

Preservation for Medical Uses 

Plant and animal species offer many 
benefits to medicine and public health. They 
contribute to a wide range of drugs and phar­
maceuticals, including antibiotics, analges­
ic pain-killers, anti-leukemia drugs, anti­
coagulants, etc. About one-half of all 
prescription drugs in the United States each 
year contain a drug of natural origin. The 
United States is dependent upon imported 
plant materials, especially from tropical 
forests, needed for medicines. 

Alkaloids are an extremely valuable group 
of drugs, occurring in about 20% of all plant 
species. Alkaloids include strychnine and 
narcotics such as morphine, nicotine, and 
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cocaine. Pain-killers, cardiac and 
respiratory stimulants, blood-pressure 
boosters, anti-malarials, muscle relaxants 
and anti-leukemia drugs are all derived 
from plant alkaloids. Only about two percent 
of the Earth's 300,000 flowering plants have 
been tested for alkaloids. 

The rosy periwinkle comes originally from 
Madagascar, an island that has had an 
incredibly high rate of extinction. Today it 
is grown in many parts of the tropics and in 
California as an ornamental plant. A total 
of 75 alkaloids have been discovered in the 
rosy periwinkle, two of which are extremely 
important. Vincristine and vinblastine are 
developed from the plant stems and leaves. 
They have led to a breakthrough in the fight 
against cancer, especially Hodgkin's 
Disease. Vincristine has become a major 
treatment for children with acute leukemia. 
Had the rosy periwinkle been exterminated 
before 1950 we would have suffered a loss in 
treating cancer, without even knowing it. 

How many other "rosy periwinkles" are now 
verging on extinction, or have already been 
lost, that might contain a chemical with even 
more effective anti-cancer properties. With 
the continuous advances in medical science, 
a species considered to be of no value today, 
may prove to be extremely valuable in the 
future. 

Many animal species also contribute to our 
medical needs. The study of elephant 
physiology may shed Iigh t on 
atherosclerosis. Desert pupfish show 
remarkable tolerances to extremes of 
temperature and salinity, a condition that 
could aid research on human kidney 
disease. Armadillos may eventually hold 
the key to a cure for leprosy; it is the only 
animal other than humans to contract the 
disease. Tbe blue blood of horseshoe crabs 
contains a chemical extract which clots upon 
contact with endotoxins. This extract is used 
for diagnosis of spinal meningitis, bubonic 
plague, and Legionnaire's Disease. Yet 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

millions of horseshoe crabs have been killed 
by commercial fishermen, or by pollution, or 
for fertilizer and chicken feed. Horseshoe 
crabs have not yet been bred in captivity and 
must be harvested from wild populations. 
Caribbean sea squirts are undergoing 
clinical tests for a chemical with antitumor 
potential. 

Preservation of species for industrial and 
other uses (such as bee's honey used to 
monitor air pollution for heavy metals) are 
further subjects you may wish to investigate. 
At Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument 
bee's honey is being studies for 
accumulation of pesticides. 

There is another important reason for the 
preservation of biological diversity. This 
could be called "ecosystem services." 
Examples would include the production of 
oxygen; the maintenance of the chemical 
composition of the atmosphere; the natural 
self-cleansing of water; the critical action of 
decomposers; the role of ecosystems in 
watershed storage, prevention of flooding 
and soil erosion; and climate modification. 
In other words, ecosystems and their compo­
nent organisms maintain the habitability of 
the earth. 

It has been stated that our knowledge of 
biological systems is so superficial that there 
is not a single species for which it can be said 
with complete confidence that we know it in 
its entirety. We simply do not know enough 
to dismiss any species as having absolutely 
no value at all. Fungi, mites, and other soil 
organisms may well be more ecologically 
important than such more visible species as 
birds, butterflies, and deer. Therefore we 
should be preserving as many species as 
possible, regardless of how insignificant 
they may seem to be. 

Present scientific thinking sees the best 
solution for biological diversity in the 
creation of "genetic islands" or gene 
preserves. These would be natural areas 
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where healthy and diverse species 
populations of plants and animals could be 
maintained. Areas such as national parks 
may be the saving grace for biological 
diversity, now and especially in the future. 

Interpretation of biological diversity offers us 
a unique opportunity to provide the personal 
"hook" to the "Why should I care?" crowd. It 
offers us the opportunity to extend ourselves 
beyond our park boundaries, beyond our 
regional and national boundaries, to develop 
within our visitors an awareness and 
concern for true global environmental issues 
that can and will affect each one of us. 

Don't let me mislead you into thinking that I 
place the value of species/ecosystems 
preservation solely, or most importantly, on 
the utilitarian or economic aspect. 
Personally, I feel the ethical aspect - that oth­
er species simply have the right to live - as 
the most important. However, from the inter­
pretive perspective, I do feel the utilitarian/ 
economic aspect is the most effective and dra­
matic approach and the quickest means to 
reach the public's heart and mind. It has the 
greatest potential for an emotional appeal to 
the individual. From that insight, it is hoped 
that the awareness of the ethical, esthetic, and 
ecological reasons will then develop. 

When father's high blood pressure, or 
mother's cancer, or your best friend's kidney 
disease are all related to treatment by a 
chemical derivative from a living wild plant 
or animal, species preservation hits home in 
a very personal way. Who knows? Perhaps 
the future cure for cancer or AIDS lies in 
some currently unknown plant or animal 
precariously living in the tropical rain 
forests of Central or South America. 

Examples of the importance of biological 
diversity can be easily interwoven into our 
already existing interpretive activities. I'm 
sure you still get questions, as I did when I 
was in the field, on "What's the value of a 
mosquito, coyote, weed, tree, etc., etc. 1". 



Knowledge of the utilitarian and ecological 
role of organisms will help to answer this 
question. I encourage you to develop specific 
interpretive programs on biological 
diversity, relating them to the significance 
of your park. 

Interpretation of biological diversity 
certainly ties in with what national parks 
are all about and what our role as 
interpreters should be. It gives us an 
opportunity for communicating global 
conservation awareness and the values of 
parks, wherever they are. 

The fascination, and challenge of 
interpretation lies in the opportunities it 
presents to us. Here, I feel, is a wonderful 
opportunity for not only interpreting 
biological diversity and the importance of 
national parks and ecosystem preservation, 
but also the opportunity to communicate the 
concern for life itself. 

I urge you to become knowledgeable in this 
matter. It truly affects each one of us, not just 
as professional interpreters, but as 
responsible, caring human beings. 

(During the exact time Dick Cunningham 
was writing this article, totally unknown to 
him, his father was dying of stomach cancer, 
3000 miles away. There was no "miracle 
cure" for Dick's father. How many 
potentially life-saving biological resources 
are we losing for present and future 
generations? Species preservation does 
indeed hit home in very personal ways. 
Dick's father died five days after this article 
was completed.) 
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Biological Diversity Informational 
Papers 

National Parks and The Preservation of Biological Diversity 

A Briefing Paper for Interpreters 

By Napier Shelton - National Park Service 

Most Americans think of natural national 
parks as beautiful places to go for a vacation. 
This recreational, renewing role of parks is 

important, of course, but so are other, less 
appreciated values. One such value is the 
role of national parks in maintaining the 
biological diversity of our country-a 
function that grows more important as 
undisturbed natural habitat outside protected 
areaS shrinks. This is a message that 
interpreters should get across to the public, 
for the sake of parks and the sake of species. 

This briefing paper provides background 
information at global and national scales. 
You can bring the subject to the level of your 
own park with local examples, using this 
material in any way appropriate for your 
audiences. 

Definition of biological diversity. In its 
broadest sense, the term "biological 
diversity" includes diversity of ecological 
communities, of species, and of the genetic 
variation within species. An ecological 
community is the group of species 
characteristic of a given physical setting. A 
species consists of individual organisms 
that can interbreed and produce fertile 
offspring. These in turn may be separated 
into local populations. Genetic variation, or 
differences, occurs both within and between 
different local populations. It is important to 
conserve genetic variation within a species 
because tbis gives individuals of a species a 
better chance of surviving changes in their 
environment. 

This paper focuses largely on species and the 
ecologkal communities, or habitats, within 
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which they live because those are the levels of 
biological diversity most obvious and best 
known to the public. But conservation of 
these ultimately rests on maintaining the 
genetic resources within species, as well as 
maintaining the integrity of basic ecological 
processes. 

Why conserve biological diversity? Many, 
and perhaps most, people who give money to 
preserve species and their habitats do so 
because they feel an emotional attachment to 
wild plants and animals and feel it is 
morally wrong to allow any species to 
become extinct through human actions. 
Many societies have cultural or religious ties 
to nature. Emotional/moral/cultural rea­
sons for maintaining biological diversity 
are of course important, but there are 
practical reasons as well. For one, we have 
an immense economic dependance on wild 
species, especially for food, medicine, and 
industrial uses. This dependance is direct, 
as with wild plants that are eaten, used as 
medicine, or supply oils and other products 
for industrial processes; and it is indirect, as 
wild species that are used to genetically 
improve domestic crops or animals or as 
chemical models for the development of syn­
thetic pharmaceuticals and 
other commercially 
valuable 
compounds. A 
voluminous 
literature now 
documents the 
economic value 
of wild species in 
monetary terms, 



including money spent on recreation 
involving wildlife. 

Biological diversity in the form of 
ecosystems provides services necessary for 
keeping the earth habitable. Cleaning of 
human wastes, maintenance of the 
atmosphere's chemical composition, 
protection against soil erosion, and 
regulation of climates are among these. 

The worldwide loss of species and gene 
pools. No one knows how many species there 
are in the world. Recent guesses, based on 
discovery of great numbers of new insect 
species in the canopies of tropical trees, run to 
30 million or more. And no one knows how 
many species are being lost each year, 
primarily because most extinctions probably 
are occurring through destruction of poorly 
studied tropical forests, with their great 
species richness and high degree of local 
endemism. Some scientists think one 
quarter or more of existing species will be 
gone by the end of this century. Many 
populations of remaining species, with their 
particular genetic resources, will disappear 
too. With these species and populations will 
go untold value-economic, ecological, 
scientific, and spiritual. 

Habitat loss is the main cause. While direct 
human exploitation and other factors are 
responsible for some loss of species and 
populations, most is due to destruction or 
disturbance of habitats. We have replaced 
vast areas of forest, grassland, and even 
desert with crops, highways, and settlements, 
as well as bare ground that won't grow 
anything. Much of the natural habitat that 
remains has been altered-by logging, 
grazing, pollution, and other human 
impacts. And much of this habitat has been 
fragmented into island-like patches of 
various sizes, some of which are too small to 
support some formerly present species. The 
value of remaining natural habitat depends 
on the size and internal character of patches, 
their degree of isolation from each other, the 

spatial arrangement of habitat types (since 
many species need more than one type to live 
and reproduce), and the degree to 
which habitat patches are connected by 
natural corridors that allow 
movement or migration of 
individuals and their genes. 

Habitat change and species' 
needs. Species vary tremendous­
ly in their ability to tolerate 
alteration of habitat. Savanna 
sparrows nest happily in alfalfa 
fields that replace their 
original grassland habitat. 
Mallard ducks can Jive and 
breed in city parks as well as on 
prairie sloughs; pairs have raised 
young on a small pool in front of the 
Interior Department in Washington, D.C. 
for some years now. On the other hand, the 
Oregon silverspot butterfly, once found at 17 
locations in Oregon and Washington, now 
survives at only three sites on the Oregon 
coast and one in Washington. It requires 
meadows, particularly those with western 
blue violets, for the larval stage and adjacent 
shrubs or Sitka spruce forests for adult feed­
ing and mating. Housing developments, 
and plant succession in forest openings due 
to fire suppression and local elimination of 
grazing elk, have severely reduced the 
habitat available for this highly specialized 
species. Generally speaking, species that 
need habitats that are very specialized and 
scarce are much mOre prone to extinction that 
are those with broader tolerances. 

What are viable population sizes? How 
many individuals must there be to assure 
survival of a species? This question cannot 
be answered precisely for any species, 
because all the influences on populations 
cannot be accurately predicted. There is 
uncertainty due to: (1) random events in the 
survival and reproduction of individuals; (2) 
changes in weather, food supply, and other 
elements of the environment; (3) the 
unpredictability of natural catastrophes; and 
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(4) random changes in genetic make-up 
(Mark Shaffer, see Literature Cited). 
Furthermore, the question must be asked: 
minimum viable population size for what 
period of time, with what degree of security? 
Are we talking about 100 years or 1000 years? 
Fifty percent probability of persistence or 95 
percent probability? 

Despite the uncertainties, a few general 
conclusions can be made. The more 
individuals and populations there are of a 
species, the less likely it is to become extinct. 
High numbers and multiple populations 
usually mean more reproducing individuals 
and more genetic variation. This provides 
more opportunities for adaptation, less 
vulnerability to the effects of inbreeding, and 
less likelihood that all individuals will be 
killed by an epidemic or other natural 
calamity. In terms of actual numbers, 
probably hundreds or thousands are required 
to maintain most species for 100 years with a 
high degree of probability of persistence. 
This assumes, of course, that human threats 
are removed and only natural factors are 
operating. 

How much area is needed to maintain viable 
populations? Since habitat is the critical 
factor in maintaining species and 
populations, we need to know how much of it 
is required to keep any species in existence. 
But since minimum viable population size is 
only an educated guess, the area 
requirement is also an educated guess. 
Generally, large carnivores have the 
greatest space requirements. Studies cited as 
examples in Genetics and Conservation 
(Schon ewald-Cox 1983, pp. 423, 424, 427) 
found the following densities: grizzly bears 
in Yellowstone National Park, 1 per 4,991 
hectares; elephants in Queen Elizabeth 
National Park, Kenya, 1 per 48 hectares; 
white-footed mice in Pea Ridge National 
Military Park, Arkansas, 1 per 0.14 hectare. 
A demographic unit of the checkerspot 
butterfly Euphydryas editha bayensis 
monitored from 1960 to 1975 on an area of 0.6 
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hectare near Stanford University reached a 
population size of several hundred one year, 
but also twice went extinct because of climatic 
influences on food plants (Schonewald-Cox, 
p. 153). Changing quality of habitat over 
time thus can have large population effects, 
as can differences in habitat quality from 
one place to another. 

Returning to the question posed above, we can 
see that grizzly bears in Yellowstone (180 
estimated on 898,350 hectares) are in more 
danger of extinction that are white-footed 
mice at Pea Ridge (12,006 estimated on 1,740 
hectares), on the basis of population size and 
reproduction rate. 

A large, 20-year project in the Amazon north 
of Manaus, Brazil, is seeking answers to the 
question of "minimum critical size ll of 
reserves for tropical forests. Here, the 
Brazilian government and the World 
Wildlife Fund-U.S. have arranged to leave 
islands of forest ranging from 1 to 1000 
hectares in an area being cleared for agri­
culture. Populations of selected organisms, 
such as beetles, birds, and primates, are 
meas'!red before and after the forest area 
becomes an island. It will take much longer 
to evaluate changes in the larger plots, but 
already it is evident that the smallest plots 
lose species rapidly, particularly among 
mammals, the nonmigratory one, and the 
edge effect has a negative impact on forest 
interior species. The small plots, therefore, 
are almost worthless as reserves. Practical 
aspects prevent establishment of national 
park-sized plots, but the study is providing 
much information on area requirements of 
smaller organisms and the processes of 
population loss. 

Migratory species have a special problem. 
They are vulnerable to habitat restriction 
and alteration at either end of their 
migration routes as well as along them. Elk 
migrating to lowland ranches in winter, 
warblers migrating to ever-shrinking 
tropical forest areas, and well traveled 



monarch butterflies in their dense southern 
wintering clusters are familiar examples. 
The endangered gray bat of southeastern 
United States travels up to 200 miles between 
its summer and winter caves, which must 
meet very specific temperature and roost 
requirements. The scarcity of suitable caves 
for hibernation, restricted feeding ground 
requirements, sensitivity to human 
disturbance, and possibly pesticide 
poisoning have seriously reduced gray bat 
population levels. 

Efforts to halt the loss of biodiversity. Now 
that we have considered some of the 
principles governing the maintenance of 
species and populations, let's get down to the 
practicalities, especially those that relate to 
national parks. In situ conservation­
maintaining species in natural habitats-is 
generally more effective than ex situ 
conservation-such as storage of plant 
materials in gene banks, zoo-keeping, and 
captive breeding. Ex situ conservation 
complements in situ work and is crucial in 
some cases, such as captive breeding of 
California Condors, but it is expensive, 
impossible for some species, and removes 
organisms from the evolutionary forces of 
their environments, which might be 
changing. Laws governing harvest or 
protection of individual species may be 
helpful, depending on the degree of 
enforcement, but in the end we get back to the 
matter of habitat. Many species can live in 
the environments of farms and towns, but 
many others cannot tolerate such drastic and 
rapid alteration of their natural habitat. 
Species like the grizzly bear, red-cockaded 
woodpecker, and small whorled pogonia will 
depend more and more on protected areas 
such as national parks, which provide a wide 
range of natural habitats where evolutionary 
change can occur at its own slow pace. 
Protected areas will be even more critical in 
the tropics than in the temperate zone, 
because of the much greater number and 
higher proportion of rare, specialized species 
in the tropics. 
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The worldwide network of protected areas. 
The International Union for Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) 
classifies protected areas into ten categories. 
These range from strictly protected scientific 
reserves and nature reserves (Category I) 
that are generally closed to public access, to 
multiple-use areas (Category VIII) in which 
the principal objective is sustained yield 
management of natural resources. 
Biosphere reserves (Category IX) can contain 
both a protected core and multiple-use areas. 
World Heritage Sites (Category X) and, 
usually, biosphere reserves were designated 
originally as a national park or other type of 
protected area. IUCN periodically publishes 
a list of protected areas by country, but 
thousands of small areas, such as those 
maintained by The Nature Conservancy or 
the National Audubon Society in the United 
States, are not included. 

National parks (Category II) are especially 
important for the maintenance of biological 
diversity because of their size, number, and 
degree of protection. IUCN's 1985 list 
included more than 3,500 areas totaling 4.25 
million square kilometers. The majority of 
those areas are national parks. The world's 
largest, by far, at 70 million hectares, is 
Greenland National Park. National parks 
in the U. S. range from historical areas of 
less than 100 hectares to Gates of the Arctic 
National Monument, which covers 3,034426 
hectares. 

Biodiversity in U.S. National Parks. To 
what extent does our national park system 
protect the range of our country's biological 
diversi ty? We should try to answer this 
question at a number of levels of diversity, 
beginning with ecosystem, species, and 
population. Unfortunately, the information 
that is readily available allows only crude 
approximations. 

The best assessment at the ecosystem level 
for federal lands was developed by 
overlaying maps of potential natural 
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vegetation by A.W. Kuchler (48 states) and 
the U.S.D.A. Forest Service (Alaska and 
Hawaii) and of federal lands by the National 
Geographic Society (Crumpacker et al. 1988). 
This showed that of 135 Kuchler vegetation 

types, 90 (67 percent) were represented in the 
national park system. This does not, 
however, cover areas of less than 3,292 
hectares, which might raise the percentage 
covered, not does it consider the actual 
presence or condition of vegetation types, 
which would slightly lower the percentage. 

At the species level, a data base called 
NPFLORA has been established to record all 
vascular plant taxa (including varieties of 
species) known from units of the national 
park system with a "natural area" of at least 
100 acres. As of the end of1988, data had been 
entered for 148 NPS units, representing about 
95 percent of the NPS acreage outside 
Alaska. Of the 23,821 total native plant taxa 
for North America, Hawaii, and the 
Caribbean, about 50 percent have been found 
in the 148 NPS units. With the inclusion of 
other parks in NPFLORA and increased 
botanical knowledge of those parks already 
represented in the data base, the percentage of 
U.S. taxa found in the national park system 
should rise somewhat further. 

Comparable information for animal species 
is not yet available. William Newmark, 
studying species extinctions in western 
North American national parks (Newmark 
1986), determined that 90 percent of all 
non-exotic, non-flying mammal species 
whose ranges overlap the Rocky Mountains, 
Sierra-Cascades, and Colorado Plateau 
between Jasper National Park to the north (in 
Canada) and Wupatki National Monument 
to the south are located within at least one of 
the 24 national parks and park assemblages 
he studied in this region. One hundred 
percent of marsupials (opossum), 
lagomorphs (hares, rabbits, pikas), 
carnivores, and artiodactyls (deer, elk, 
sheep, etc.) found in the region occur in the 
parks; 89 percent of rodents; and 74 percent of 
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insectivores (shrews, moles). Rodent and 
insectivore species are more 
narrowly distributed (occur 
fewer parks) than members of 
the other groups. ~ ,<,., 

I. , , , 
Rare or endangered species of ··, .. Y 
plants and animals are of special 
concern. The National Park Service 
has conducted a survey of federally listed 
endangered or threatened species that occur 
in NPS units. A total of 120 species and 
subspecies are known to occur in the national 
park system-24 percent of the 491 that were 
listed for the United States, including Pacific 
and Caribbean islands, as of July 1988. 

Local population sizes are estimated for some 
species, usually large mammals, in some 
parks, but population sizes of most species, 
and the genetic variability within them, are 
seldom known. Where a small population of 
a rare species becomes isolated in a park, 
such information could be vital for 
successful management. 

Can U.S. parks maintain the species within 
them? It appears likely from the foregoing 
analysis that over half of North America's 
vascular plant taxa and vertebrate species 
occur in the national park system. It is not so 
certain that all these species can be 
maintained in the park system. Increasing 
encroachment on parks due to adjacent 
development, restriction of populations 
because of small park size or narrow shape, 
and activities within parks all will put 
pressure on some species. Climatic change 
due to the greenhouse effect will probably 
become an important factor in the next 
century. 

The question boils down to whether species' 
populations can remain high enough to 
maintain adequate genetic variation and to 
withstand natural catastrophes, normal 
population fluctuations, and human 
influences. This question in turn is closely 
tied to the matter of park size and habitats 



available in parks. 

Populations in parks, as elsewhere, are 
generally lowest for carnivores (both large 
and small) and species with highly 
specialized food or habitat requirements. 
Carnivore populations are normally low 
because their food sources are widely 
dispersed and often not easily obtained; 
recall the estimate of 180 grizzly bears in 
Yellowstone. The endangered red-cockaded 
woodpecker of southeastern United States is 
scarce because of its need for large stands of 
old pines. Each breeding pair, often assisted 
by male offspring from previous years, nests 
and forages in an area of some 100 to 2450 
acres which it defends from other such 
"clans." Modern forestry practices and 
hardwood growth resulting from fire 
suppression have greatly reduced this 
species' habitat. Big Cypress National 
Preserve has about 24 clans. Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, with much less 
old-pine habitat, has just a few clans. 

Habitat within a park may be fragmented by 
natural features such as rivers, canyons, or 
mountain ranges, or by human 
developments such as roads and buildings. 
These barriers may stop movement of some 
species, thus creating isolated, possibly 
small populations. A park's fire policy can 
have a significant effect on the amount and 
distribution of early successional vegetation, 
thus influencing the population size of 
species dependent on this type of habitat. 

The Park Service has, for much of its history, 
mostly followed a hands-off policy with 
respect to species and ecosystem 
management, letting nature take its course. 
But in recent years there has been a trend 
toward more active management. Most 
notable has been the institution in some 
parks of prescribed burns to restore earlier 
vegetation and fuel conditions, although 
natural fires are also allowed to help achieve 
this under certain conditions. In some 
midwestern parks, prairie restoration is 
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underway. Species management is 
exemplified by restoration of extirpated 
species, such as the ruffed grouse at Buffalo 
National River, and the removal of exotic 
species, such as feral goats in the Hawaiian 
national parks. New steps are being taken to 
aid endangered species. Attempts are being 
made to reestablish breeding peregrine 
falcons by "hacking"-human raising of 
young birds in wild settings by special 
methods-at Rocky Mountain National Park 
and elsewhere. Understory hardwoods in 
pine stands at red-cockaded woodpecker 
colonies are being removed by prescribed 
burning in Big Cypress and by hand-cutting 
around nest trees in the Great Smokies. 
Nesting sea turtles at Canaveral, Cape 
Lookout, Cape Hatteras, and other places are 
being assisted by screening of nest sites from 
predators or by other protection. As more is 
learned about endangered species in our 
national parks, we can expect more 
management on their behalf. Where a 
population of any species of concern has 
become dangerously small, introduction of 
new stock, perhaps with more genetic variety, 
may he attempted. 

Such activities are further prompted by the 
fact that our parks have lost species. 
William Newmark (1986) analyzed the 
lagomorph, carnivore, and artiodactyl 
faunas of 24 western North American parks 
and park assemblages. He found that, 
among the 14 parks that had adequate records 
at the time of establishment, alI but two had 
lost species, although three parks had also 
gained one species. Subsequent, more 
intensive checking of records of parks and 
adjacent national forests has shown that 
some of these "lost" species are still present 
in the park or very nearby, but the fact 
remains that losses do occur. 

U.S. national parks and national efforts to 
maintain biodiversity. With only 3 percent 
ofthe total United States, NPS units obviously 
cannot do the whole job of maintaining the 
nation's biological diversity. Nor were they 
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intended to. Fortunately, there are 
numerous other public and private areas that 
can contribute to this goal. 

National Forests and National Grasslands, 
administered by the Forest Service, comprise 
10 percent of the total U.S. area. These lands 
are primarily in mountainous parts of the 
West, with smaller areas in the East and 
coastal Alaska. The Multiple Use Sustained 
Yield Act of 1960 required the Forest Service 
to manage its lands for outdoor recreation, 
range, watershed protection, wildlife, and 
fish as well as timber. Large Wilderness 
Areas and smaller Research Natural Areas 
are maintained in a nearly pristine state, but 
much wildlife also can live in sections 
managed for time production. Numerous 
laws, especially the National Forest 
Management Act, passed in 1976, set 
standards for maintaining biological 
diversity in the national forests. Policy 
regarding timber cutting in old-growth 
forests is of special concern to 
conservationists, as many species are 
restricted to such habitats. The National 
Forest System has samples of 73 percent ofthe 
Kuchl er U.S. vegetation types, according to 
the Crumpacker study mentioned earlier. 

Public lands managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management constitute more than 12 percent 
of the total U.S. area. Located primarily in 
the western states and Alaska, this 
jurisdiction consists of public domain not 
claimed by homesteaders or converted to 
national forests, national parks, or other 
federal designation. Much of it is dry, and 
97 percent ofthe area in the lower 48 states is 
classified as rangeland. Besides grazing, 
the land is managed under a multiple use 
concept for minerals, timber, wildlife, and 
recreation. A very small part of BLM's 300 
million acres has been designated as 
wilderness, but 25 million additional acres 
were under study in 1985. Special 
management attention is accorded Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern; by the end 
of FY85, 1. 75 million acres had been placed 

in this category. Some 80 federally listed 
threatened or endangered plant and animal 
species have been found on BLM land, and, 
when the large additional public or private 
areas on which BLM supervises mineral 
operations are included, 109 species (70 
animal, 39 plant) had been identified by the 
end of FY85. Although grazing dominates 
BLM concerns, the agency conducts 
numerous wildlife programs, and its vast 
acreage of desert, grassland, forest, and 
tundra constitutes an important bank for 
genetic resources and biological diversity. 
BLM lands represent 53 percent of the 
Kuchler vegetation types. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service's National 
Wildlife Refuge System, with more than 430 
units totaling nearly 90 million acres, 
represents another 3.4 percent of the United 
States. Although 85 percent of this land and 
water is in Alaska, the System is 
ecologically fairly diverse, with units 
throughout the country. It includes areaS 
representing 47 percent of the Kuchler 
vegetation types. Managed primarily for 
production and conservation of fish and 
wildlife, especially migratory waterfowl, the 
national wildlife refuges harbor more than 
220 species of mammals (nearly two-thirds 
of those recorded in the U.S.), 600 species of 
birds (over half of the U.S. total), 250 species 
of reptiles and amphibians (two-fifths of the 
U.S. total), and 200 species of fish (about one 
tenth ofthe U.S. total). 

When Department of Defense lands (another 
25 million acres, with 40 percent of the 
Kuchler vegetation types, Indian Lands (47 
percent of the Kuchler types), state lands 
receiving some protection, such as forests 
and parks, and private reserves, such as 
Nature Conservancy and National Audubon 
Society sanctuaries, are added, you can see 

'that a sizeable proportion of the 
country-more than one third, in fact-is 
under management that can contribute 
significantly to the maintenance of 
biological diversity. The major constraints 
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on effectiveness of these lands, other than 
management priorities for consumptive uses 
on much of the area, are their distribution 
(heavily western) and the size of individual 
areas and habitat patches within these. The 
total amount of habitat might be sufficient to 
maintain a given species, but its spatial 
arrangement might doom many species to 
eventual extinction through fragmentation 
of local populations. 

For this reason natural corridors become 
important. By linking habitat patches, thus 
allowing the movement or migration of 
plants, animals, and their genes, corridors 
in effect enlarge the size of patches. Brushy 
fence rows on a small scale, and forested 
riparian strips on a larger scale, are two 
important types of corridors. Information on 
use of natural corridors by individual 
species is limited, however; this is an 
interesting research opportunity. (See 
Harris 1985 for a proposed plan for natural 
corridors in Florida). 

Cooperation between adjacent blocks of 
public or private areas that maintain natural 
habitat also can increase the value of each for 
biodiversity. A frequently cited example is 
the Greater Yellowstone Region, which 
consists largely of Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton national parks and several 
surrounding national forests. The area 
within Yellowstone NP may tum out to be too 
small to maintain a viable population of 
grizzly bears, for instance, but the Region 
might be sufficient if managed partly for this 
purpose, which it is. Other species, such as 
migratory elk, would benefit too. Biosphere 
reserves, such as Yellowstone, emphasize 
this kind of cooperation and thus are 
especially important for maintaining 
biological diversity. 

Cooperation between widely separated areas, 
including the United States and other 
countries, is required for many migratory 
species. A particularly difficult problem 
exists for bird species that winter in Latin 
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American forests, especially the rapidly 
disappearing forests of Central America. 
Some species, such as wood warblers adapted 
to the forest interior, are likely to suffer 
severe declines. 

Thus far, we have no national plan for 
maintaining biological diversity in the 
United States. Several types of inventories of 
species andlor natural communities are 
underway, however. The Natural Heritage 
Program, a cooperative venture between The 
Nature Conservancy and individual states, 
inventories and records by location rare and 
uncommon species of plants and animals. 
As of December 1988, every state except 
Alaska was in this program. Now The 
Nature Conservancy is integrating data 
from all these states to establish a national 
inventory and rank species and natural 
communities by the degree to which they are 
in danger of extinction. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's 
(USFWS) Endangered Species Program 
identifies and officially lists species that are 
endangered or threatened and develops 
"recovery plans" for their rescue. The 
Service's annual Breeding Bird Survey, 
conducted by volunteers, both amateur and 
professional, detects trends in populations of 
a large part of the U.S. bird fauna. The 
USFWS also surveys colonial water bird 
colonies and shorebirds. State breeding bird 
atlases, completed or underway in many 
states, further document bird distribution 
and abundance. 

The National Park Service is administering 
a project of the Man and the Biosphere 
Program to inventory all protected areas 
larger than 5,000 acres in the United States, 
recording for each its ecological community 
types and management practices. This too 
will help us know where our country stands 
with regard to protection of biological 
diversity. When we know where we stand, 
we can take steps to get where we ought to be. 

• 

• 

• 
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• 
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You the interpreter, by sharing with park 
visitors your concern for and knowledge of 
the condition of living things, can help 
ensure that all species will have a chance, 
not only in American but throughout the 
world. 
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Biological Diversity Infurmational 
Papers 

Integrating Biological Diversity into Cultural 
and Historical Interpretation 

By Gary W. Mullins and Pamela A. Wright-The Ohio State University 

Biological diversity interpretation is a 
needed, useful and applicable to the National 
Park Service mission, but is it a concept more 
appropriate at natural resource parks? Is it 
really appropriate for cultural and historical 
resource based parks? 

Interpreting biological diversity is really 
interpreting an of the parts of the biosphere 
and how they fit together-at the genetic, 
species, community and ecosystem levels. 
When we walk through an historical 
interpretive site or present a cultural 
program, almost every concept we interpret 
and every item we use is directly linked to 
the living world. Making the link is the 
challenge! 

A favorite environmental education activity 
for fifth grade students is to analyze the 
contents of a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich. The students are asked to draw a 
mural depicting the evolution of that 
sandwich starting with sunlight. Murals 
often get pretty complex when trying to 
graphically illustrate these linkages. When 
walking through a Lewis and Clark exhibit 
or visiting their winter fort, does the visitor 
make all of the linkages in their mind? Are 
they trying to draw a mental mural? Can the 
interpreter facilitate the visitor's learning 
not only of what happened historically at that 
site, but how did the coming of a new culture 
change the Pacific-Northwest region 
forever? How did species composition 
change? How were the various ecological 
communities impacted? Can that ecosystem 
of then be compared to the present day 
ecosystem? 
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Certainly the oil spill in Valdez Alaska in 
the spring of 1989 and the 1988 Yellowstone 
fires are events which tie our culture and our 
biologically diverse environment together. 
These big ticket interpretive items continue 
to be interpreted in such a manner as to 
broaden our various publics awareness of, 
and actions relating to, biological diversity. 
Perhaps what is more difficult is how to 
incorporate the biological diversity messages 
of an 1800's seed bank at an historical site 
into the themes, goals, and objectives of that 
site. 

May Watts book, Reading the Landscape: An 
Adventure in Ecology, chronicles an old 
prairie plowing match, an event that may 
have taken place on any number of our 
mid-west historic sites, illustrating the 
influence of our natural biological diversity 
on our cultural and historical resources. 

We had time to inspect the new marker while 
the plowmen were having their "drawing for 
lands. » 

"This, to me, is Illinois," rolled out a 
seasoned voice beside me, and I turned to see 
one of our local politicians making an 
inclusive gesture with his cigar. 
My eyes followed the arc of his gesture. 
"Illinois? Just exactly where?" I wondered. 
Not the granite marker. That was Vermont. 
Not the expensive evergreen planing that had 
been hastily installed. Than consisted of 
Mugo pine from the mountains of 
Switzerland. 
Not the big basket of garden flowers set at the 
base of the marker. The flowers were 
marigolds and zinnias and dahlias, whose 



ancestors all came to us from Mexico, by way 
of Europe ... 
Not the sparrow that alighted long enough to 
mark the marker. He was English. 
Not the freshly clipped grass at our feet. That 
was bluegrass from Eurasia. 
Not the weeds in the grass... chiefly 
dandelions and plantain... both from 
Europe ... 

The messages are there. The links can be 
made. The underlying question seems to be: 
To what extent do I, the interpreter, make the 
links? What do I leave out if I include 
biological diversity? and, Does this 
biological diversity message dilute the 
cultural and historical story the park was 
established to tell? 

Perhaps this set of question' is no different 
than the set of questions that surround every 
interpretive park, each program, and each 
type of media. Usually, the specific themes, 
goals, and objectives are established under a 
superordinate set of NPS themes, goals and 
objectives. Interpreters and their supervisors 
are left to utilize their professional judgment 
on how to best format the message. 

When the illegal removal of cacti from the 
desert Southwest and air pollution impacts 
the giant Saguaro cacti, what is the impact on 
interpreting the Native American past and 
present of the Southwest. What is the impact 
of a radically altered greater Everglades 
when we are trying to tell the stories of the 
Native Americans of the Southeast. Does the 
decline of native rubber tappers in South 
America have a role in the story of Thomas 
Edison or the rubber industry in the United 
States. The answer is unequivocally, yes. 

Historical and cultural areas, with all of 
their tangible objects and with the ease with 
which we humans of the present can relate to 
our ancestors, are in an excellent position to 
foster the interpretation of biological 
diversity. Historical and cultural 
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interpretation is housed in environmental 
imperatives. The bottom line is, will we only 
interpret the house or, will we go the next step 
and help the visitors understand the 
foundation of the story. Perhaps more 
importantly, will we help the visitors 
understand the environmental foundation 
upon which our future history is to be built - a 
foundation that each of us has a hand in 
building. As we help the visitor fully com­
prehend the past we can also help them under­
stand their options in influencing the future. 
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Biological Diversity Informational 
Papers 

''Global Linkages and Biological Diversity" 

By Richard L. Cunningham - National Park Service 

"It was a spring without voices. On the mornings that had once 
throbbed with the dawn chorus of robins, catbirds, doves, jays, wrens, 
and scores of other birds there was now no sound; only silence lay 
over the fields and woods and marsh." 

(Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, 1962) 

I can recall standing on the boat dock at Fort 
Jefferson National Monument, in the Dry 
Tortugas, Florida. It was May 1962. As I 
looked out across the waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico I could see a small bird approaching. 
It was flying barely above the water and 
mustered up just enough strength to fly up 
and land on the dock. 

The bird was a male Blackpoll Warbler. It 
was on its northward migration, heading for 
its northern breeding grounds. Its northern 
migration is through the West Indies and the 
Florida peninsula. 

The male Blackpoll landed about thirty feet 
from me. It was obviously exhausted as it 
immediately closed its eyes and was fast 
asleep. I walked toward it, taking 
photographs through my 400 mm telephoto 
lens. Soon I was so close the telephoto lens 
was no longer useful. I slowly reached out 
and touched the warbler with the tip of a 
finger ... no movement. Then I reached 
down and actually picked up this little 
feathered migratory machine. It opened a 
half-cocked eye, which soon closed, and the 
bird went back to sleep. I set it down on the 
dock and photographed it from several 
angles, picking it up and arranging it 
however I wanted. After resting for some 
time, the Blackpoll weakly flew to the nearby 
beach and began foraging for the meager 
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ration of insects occurring on the Dry 
Tortugas. Later that day I observed a 
migrating Cattle Egret capture and swallow a 
male Blackpoll Warbler that was feeding on 
tbe beach. Though I'm not positive, I believe 
it was the same bird that I had held earlier. 
Thus the perils of migration. 

Perhaps as many as 80 percent of the 
approximately 650 species of birds that breed 
in North America migrate to at least some 
degree. Some species may travel only short 
distances, such as moving from higher to 
lower elevations. Many other species, such as 
the N eotropical (New W orId Tropical) 
migrants, may travel several hundred to 
several thousand miles annually. Some 332 
(51 %) of the 650 North American 
breeding species migrate __ =~~,.., 
beyond the boundaries of 
the United States and winter in the 
N eotropics. 

Except for the ten to twelve weeks 
spent in North America during 
the breeding season, these migrant 
species (often referred to as "our 
birds") actually spend about nine to 
ten months either on their wintering 
grounds or migrating. This 
corresponds to almost 
two-thirds of their lives 
being spent outside of the 



United States and Canada. 

Because of their colors, songs, ability to fly, 
and fascinating habits, birds capture the 
human imagination and interest. Birds 
provide an excellent barometer of 
environmental change. They remind us 
that change, especially accelerated, 
unnatural change, can be destructive to all 
types of life. This is as true for human 
beings as it is with all the other organisms 
with which we share this planet. Thus 
changes in the status of migratory birds 
provide clues to the quality of earth's 
environments. They are truly symbols of the 
diversity of our planet and can as a strong 
icon fortell the story of global linkages and 
biological diversity. 

Linkages 

The loss of breeding, stopover, and wintering 
habitats offers National Park Service 
interpreters excellent opportunities for 
educating the American public about the 
plight of North American migratory birds. It 
is fitting and proper that the National Park 
Service be the primary Federal agency in 
communicating this critical conservation 
story. 

A suggestion was put forth by this author in 
"North American Migratory Birds and The 
National Park System: Some Interpretive 
Thoughts" (Dec. 1988) that a series of 
"linkage parks" be developed across the 
National Park System. This technique 
would link two different National Park sites 
together. A breeding area park would be 
linked to a stopover area park. The 
"linkage" will consist of two representative 
migrant species that occur in each of the two 
parks. 

The two parks should exchange a few 
representative slides, a bird checklist, and 
their park brochures. Each park's 
interpretive program would not only discuss 
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the significance of their park for habitat 
preservation for breeding (or for stopover 
migration) but would also relate the 
significance of their "linkage park." For 
example, Great Smoky Mountain National 
Park and Everglades National Park might 
chose the black-throated blue warbler and the 
rose-breasted grosbeak as their linkage 
birds. 

The two representative Neotropical migrants 
should be interpreted as to such things as: 
breeding range, breeding biology, food 
habits, interesting behavioral traits, 
migratory routes, wintering range and 
conservation status. This information can 
be easily compiled from three primary 
sources: Terres (1980): Ehrlich, Dobkin, and 
Wheye (1988); and Bent (1919-1968)-see 
"Selected References." 

Fire Island, Assateague Island, and Cape 
Hatteras National Seashores are three 
critical stopover areas for many water birds, 
shorebirds and land birds. All three parks 
also have a significant variety of breeding 
species during summer. Fort Jefferson 
National Monument, in the Dry Tortugas off 
Florida, is one of the most important 
migratory stopover areas within the National 
Park System. Over 280 species of birds, 
predominately migrants, have been recorded 
from these isolated islands. These are 
excellent examples of linkage parks. 

Because there are more northern breeding 
ground parks than there are southern 
stopover parks, some of the southern parks 
will have to be "linked" to 
more than one northern 
park. 

• 

• 
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Ecological Ramifications of Loss 

Interpreters must focus on the ecological 
ramification of loss. For example, an 
important aspect of the migratory bird issue 
is the role of insectivorous birds in forest 
ecosystems. Migrant passerines, especially 
warblers, may be important predators of 
spruce bud worms and other forest insect 
pests. The role of insect-eating forest birds 
may be as one of constant suppressors of 
insect pests rather than actual controllers. 
Thus birds may be beneficial in suppressing 
potential outbreaks of insect pests. 

The actual role of individual bird species in 
forest ecosystems is not well known. Loss of 
species or continued decimation of 
populations on breeding grounds could 
possibly have serious implications for future 
forest and fire management in the national 
parks and national forests. 

For the interpretive story, emphasis should be 
placed on how little we really know about the 
role of migratory birds in forest 
ecosystems-another example of how we are 
losing biological resources without 
understanding the long-term ecological 
ramifications. 

Teaching Geography 

Recent public surveys undertaken for the 
National Geographic Society revealed a poor 
understanding of geography by the 
American public. This deficiency included 
the geography of the United States, North 
America, the Western Hemisphere, and the 
rest of the globe in general. 

The migratory birds issue offers an exciting 
opportunity for communicating 
environmental conservation, bird biology, 
and geography. By the use of maps or slides 
of maps, breeding range, migratory routes, 
and wintering range (in Latin America or 
Caribbean) can be illustrated. The depiction 
of "linkage parks" also illustrates 
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geography. 

This approach offers 
exciting possibilities for 
environmental 
education activities with 
local schools. In fact, 
creative teachers could 
take this an extra step 
beyond geography by 
teaching social sciences 
about the Latin American 
countries where these birds 
winter. 

An interesting footnote on history is the 
relation of migrating birds and Columbus' 
discovery of the New World. Columbus' log 
of his first voyage contains many references 
to birds seen as they approached the 
Americas. Sunday, October 7, 1492: "God did 
offer us, however, a small token of comfort: 
many large flocks of birds flew over, coming 
from the north and flying to the SW. They 
were more varied in kind than any we had 
seen before and they were land birds, either 
going to sleep ashore or fleeing the winter in 
the lands whence they came. I know that 
most of the islands discovered by the 
Portuguese have been found because of birds. 
For these reasons I have decided to alter 
course and turn the prow to the WSW." 
(Fuson, R.H. 1987. The Log of Christopher 
Columbus. Camden, Maine: International 
Marine Publishing Co., p. 71). Columbus 
changed his course and with it the course of 
history changed. 

Educational Programs and Outreach 

Educational programming potentials abound 
when discussing birds and biological 
diversity. The following are suggestions for 
developing both on-site and off-site 
interpretive/educational activities. 

• Give campfire/auditorium slide talks 
on-site. 



• Give off-site slide talks to special interest 
groups. 

• Develop an "Adopt a Migratory Bird" 
exhibit for visitor center use. 

• Develop a special Volunteer in Parks field 
observer's team for monitoring bird 
populations in park. 

• Write articles on migratory birds issues 
for local newspaper. 

• Write articles for park newspaper. 

• Hold a special "Bird Migration Day" at 
your park featuring talks, bird walks, 
banding demonstrations by qualified 
banders, display of bird books, etc. 

• Work with local Audubon Society chapters 
or bird clubs to develop special emphasis 
activities. 

• Conduct USFWS official Breeding Bird 
Survey. 

• Conduct bird walks on a regular basis. 

Conclusion 

Each interpreter has the opportunity to seize 
the moment. Biological diversity is a 
window of opportunity that should not be 
missed. More importantly, we as 
conservationists and resource managers 
can not, on behalf of the greater world 
community, ignore the opportunity and the 
need to interpret the loss of diversity in 
nature. 

This paper has stressed that birds and their 
migration are an excellent link that weaves 
geographically and culturally throughout the 
New World. Capturing this natural theme 
offers tremendous opportunities to 
communicate. On the other hand, the breadth 
and depth of the knowledge about biological 
diversity challenges interpreters to be 
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devoted students of the environment. We 
must understand in order to help others 
understand. 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 1 

Biological Diversity as a Global Concept 

Opening Local Eyes to Global Issues 

By Kim A. Palmer - The Ohio State University 

Interpreters have many avenues available to relate the importance of global 
biological diversity to visitors' lives. Facts about medically valuable species can 
relate audiences to the destruction of tropical rainforests, ocean dumping, 
over-development and erosion. Madagascar's Rosy periwinkle offered us the 
vinca alkaloids that were eventually our first modern anticancer "wonder 
drugs"; a Caribbean sea sponge that was a source of the chemical compounds 
that are now synthesized to produce Ara-C, an anticancer drug, and Ara-A, 
the antiviral compound most used to fight Herpes simplex (veneral herpes), or 
an Asian butterfly that contains promising anticancer compounds are all 
examples of how nations and issues thousands of miles away do affect our 
daily lives. (Oldfield, 1984) 

Economically important species such as the rubber trea (Hevea brasiliensis) of 
the Amazonian rainforest that supports the world's natural rubber industry or 
the wild Antheraea silkworm species used by the multi-million dollar 

Chinese and Indian tasar silk industries can add up to visitor interest in 
global issues affecting biological diversity. (Oldfield, 1984) 

Stories about charismatic species such as the greater panda, grizzly bear, 
wolf, African elephant and humpback whales can inform visitors about 
ecological conditions of over-harvesting, habitat destruction, and poaching 
around the world. 

One strategy involves some of our most ubiquitous species: birds. There are 
not many people who have not seen a bird or do not appreciate these species in 
some capacity. Familar birds can offer visitors a tropical connection leading to 
global awareness. The future of the whip-poor-will that provides a wake up 
call for rural residents, the blue-winged teal favored by 
many sportsmen, and a number of other species from 
cuckoos to warblers depends upon the fate of tropical 
ecosystems of Central and South America. More than 
200 of the 650 species of birds that breed in North 
America migrate southward to spend the winter in 
the tropics (Steinhart, 1984). 

Current estimates of the rate at which tropical forests 
• are destroyed are staggering. Between 25 and 100 
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acres are being destroyed every minute (Cunningham, 1987). In Colombia 
alone, 2,000 species of birds, approximately one-fourth of the world's total, are 
dependent on a forest that is disappearing at the rate of 2 million acres per 
year (Cumingham, 1987). In addition to this accelerated deforestation, loss of 
coastal wetlands and estuaries through development along migratory bird 
flyways threatens shorebirds and some waterfowl (Steinhart, 1984.) The use of 
DDT by developing nations still threatens migratory birds of prey such as the 
Peregrine Falcon. 

These species are not North American birds "vacationing" in the tropics as 
many people think. They are an integral part of tropical ecosystems, more 
likely tropical birds that have extended their ranges north during the breeding 
season (Steinhart, 1984). Many species have even evolved ecological 
adaptations to cope with life in two worlds. A tubular tongue has evolved in the 
Cape May warbler which allows it to take advantage of a fruit diet in the 
tropics while in its breeding ground in spruce forests of Canada it eats insects, 
Likewise, Eastern Kingbirds form large flocks and feed on fruit during their 
winter in the tropics. The Kingbirds lead a solitary life hunting insects during 
the summer in North America. These bird species as well as many others, 
now perched precariously on the disappearing tropical forests, will disappear 
with the forests unless public awareness and action increases. 

Deforestation, pesticides, and habitat destruction are not just problems in the 
tropics of Central and South America. They are part of a worldwide 
environmental situation that is a disaster in the making. We are all part of 
both the problem and the solution. As interpreters, we have several effective 
tools to help open visitors' eyes and increase global awareness. 
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Biological Diversity 

Charismatic Species 

By Popular Demand 

By Kim A. Palmer - The Ohio State University 

Fact Sheet 2 

"Where can we see the bears?" ''What time do the whales start showing up?" 
"How far up the trail do we have to go to see the really big redwoods?" These 
questions, asked over and over by thousands of visitors to national parks, can 
easily become a source of great annoyance for any interpreter. 

To an avid ecologist or nature enthusiast, this "popular demand" for the 
exciting big or conspicuous species may seem superficial and even trite. These 
questions are, however, a reflection of the popular perceptions of our national 
parks. Unique wildlife and spectacular scenery are drawing cards for 
millions of national park visitors each year. Charismatic or popular species 
that everyone would like to photograph or catch a glimpse of can play a 
valuable role in increasing environmental awareness and conservation within 
our parks and throughout the world. 

A charismatic species is one that is culturally popular. From an educational 
standpoint, popular plants and animals can be used as the spoonful of sugar to 
make the environmental message go down. For example, most interpreters 
giving directions to good wildlife viewing areas also explain to visitors why the 
areas are important to key species. 

As hundreds of Bald Eagles gather along a short stretch of 
McDonald Creek in Glacier National Park, anxious eagle 
watchers are reminded of the tenuous relationship between 
these birds of prey, the salmon and the water quality of the 
area. Thus the popular bald eagle is acting as an ecological 
shoe-horn to ease visitors into awareness. 

This awareness can often lead to action in conserving 
critical habitat for non-charismatic as well as charismatic 
species. As popular species receives legal protection, so too 
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do the less conspicuous and potentially more biologically important species 
that are part of its community. 

Certainly this idea was the impetus for the creation of many of our national 
parks. Would Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks have gained such 
recognition for preservation had it not been for the charismatic species 
Sequioadendron giganteum, the Giant Sequioa? Another charismatic species, 
a close relative of the giant sequioa, the Coastal Redwood, caused the 
preservation flag to be raised for Muir Woods National Monument, Redwood 
National Park, and a number of state parks along the coast of California. In 
preserving popular trees, other less well known (flora and fauna) species have 
also been preserved. 

Off the coast of Vancouver Island, British Columbia, killer whales, or orcas, 
that reside in the area were the charismatic species that halted timber 
harvesting in a large section of the northern part of the Island. The whales 
used the shallow waters and a beach in a secluded bay as a "rubbing beach" 
and a critical resting area. Timber harvesters on Vancouver Island wanted to 
use that bay as a staging area for the recently cut logs. This would have 
certainly altered the whales' behavior and could have seriously affected their 
habitat in an recreational and commercial area. Biologists and other 
concerned citizens prompted the Canadian government to designate the area a 
national park. 

The national park not only protected the whales, but also the old growth 
spruce, hemlock and Douglas fir. Since the staging area could not be 
established in the Park, the timber industry could not economically harvest 
and transport timber from that particular area. 

The old-growth forest in the Pacific Northwest is critical habitat for the 
Northern Spotted Owl as well as a multitude of other species. The trees 
themselves are part of the shrinking temperate rainforest of North America. 
These old-growth trees may also hold the key to our understanding of global 
climate changes. By studying growth rings of trees hundreds of years old, we 
may soon learn more about the intricacies of our changing climate. 

Throughout the world, popular species designated as endangered or 
threatened have helped save critical habitat. The mountain gorillas of Parc 
National des Volcans in Rwanda were the stimulus for the creation of this 
park. In addition to the preservation of this crucial rainforest area, the 
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successful program is a model for other nations interested in preserving 
habitats while gaining income through carefully managed tourism (Crouse, 
1988). 

It is not always the warm fuzzies or enormous species that attract popular 
sentiment and fascination. Oftentimes an unlikely species will become a 
source of pride for a community and citizens will rally behind the preservation 
of a threatened species' habitat. In Santa Cruz and Monterey counties in 
California, a subspecies of the long toed salamander is one such species. 

The Santa Cruz long-toed salamander (Ambystoma macrodactylum croceum) 
is endangered and the few small ponds that support this population are 
protected by law (Behler, 1979). The people of Santa Cruz affectionately refer to 
this endangered amphibian as "Santa Cruz Sal." 
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Conservation and Preservation 

Alternative Management Strategies 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Maintaining our global biological diversity is a critical task. A number of 
management strategies, aimed at maintaining biological diversity, are used in 
different countries and within different situations and agencies in the United 
States. In the United States, resource administration and conflicting land use 
often dictate the management strategy that will be employed. Placed on a 
continuim with biological diversity maintenance as the goal, these alternative 
management strategies would range from "unregulated use" to "conservation" 
to "conservation biology" to "preservation." The distinctions between these 
management strategies are often confusing, however. 

Within the United States, our National Parks provide us with the opportunity 
to preserve portions of our natural environment for their inherent value. In 
1916, Congress created the National Park Service in the Department of the 
Interior to: 

promote and regulate the use of the Federal areas known as national 
parks, monuments, and reservations . .. by such means and measures 
as conform to the fundamental purpose of said parks, monuments and 
reservations, which purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural 
and historic objects and the wildlife therein and to provide for the 
enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave 
them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations. (NPS organic 
act, 16 USC 1) 

These familiar words provide the strongest federal legislation in the United 
States by which to preserve our biological diversity yet while unimpaired 
implies true preservation, the term conservation is also used in the organic act 
statement. Regardless, the NPS is the most viable preservation agency in the 
United States. 

The newly emerging field of conservation biology provides us with a new way of 
examining and organizing our environment from a biological diversity 
perspective. It provides us with a third alternative for management of our 
natural resources. Conservation biology is a discipline that is a reorganization 
and synthesis of theoretical knowledge from a variety of fields with the goal of 
providing "principles and tools for preserving biological diversity" (Soule, 

• 1985). It is distinguished from other natural resource management strategies 
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by three characteristics: holism, integration, and purpose. 

Conservation biology works for the protection of the entire community or 
ecosystem rather than a specific feature. By using the combined knowledge of 
a variety of different disciplines, from biology to sociology, it can choose from 
the best of possible solutions. Finally, conservation biology places less 
emphasis on aims such as esthetics, maximum yields and profitability and 
more on achieving long-range viability, including evolutionary potential, of an 
entire ecosystem. Its application may prove beneficial in solving 
species-specific problems such as the grizzly bear in the Yellowstone region, 
black-footed ferrets in Wyoming, old-growth Douglas-fir forests in the Pacific 
Northwest and condors in California (Soule, 1985). The conservation biology 
strategy is similar to the management strategy employed in the management 
of Biosphere Reserves. 

Conservation is defined as the wise use of natural resources; the planned 
management of a natural resource to deter or prevent overexploitation, 
irreversible destruction, or neglect (Oldfield, 1984). Conservation implies that 
humans will also benefit from this wise use. Conservation areas in the United 
States, such as BLM lands and Forest Service lands, provide us with an 
opportunity to use natural areas for a variety of purposes. Conservation is a 
compromise between preservation and use and it may result in some species' 
demise. Many of our National Parks, such as Yellowstone and Redwoods, are 
areas of preservation adjacent to conservation areas. While these two 
alternatives can exist in the United States and provide a range of benefits, 
many countries, faced with critical issues like starvation and lack of shelter, 
may only have a conservation or use option open to them. 

The urgency for protection of our global biological diversity necessitates using 
the broadest range of alternatives. Preservation, conservation biology, 
conservation, and unregulated use provide a spectrum of strategies from 
which governments and resource managers can develop a protection strategy 
that is fitting with the needs and capabilities of the nation. 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 4 

Cultural Transfer of Biological Diversity 

The Key To Knowledge 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Why do many of us in the U.S. plant or hang Indian com near our doorways? 
What prompted the recent popularity of herbal teas on our dinner tables? How 
did we discover muscle relaxants, drugs to treat cancer and, natural 
pesticides that repel the potato beetle? Medicine men, storytellers, pictographs, 
petroglyphs, and, ancient writings- all communicators of native culture­
are the sources of this knowledge. Today, most of us use libraries as the 
source of knowledge and enrichment. Traditional cultures hold the key to 
understanding and preserving biological diversity. These cultures are our 
biodiversity libraries. But, these cultures are vanishing, and with them the 
keys to our knowledge. 

"The connections between culture and development, between 
culture and nature, and between development and conservation 
are the key to understanding and preserving the natural world 
today" (Robert McCormack Adams, Secretary of Smithsonian 
Institution, D.C.) 

Rain Forest Librarians 

There is a saying in the rain forests of Surinam that "in the jungle, the Indian 
knows everything" (Myers, 1984). This knowledge was necessary 
for the traditional cultures to survive in a harsh competitive 
environment. To unlock this knowledge required hundreds of ~~"""",,:; 
years of searching by trial and error, with this knowledge being 1~=~ 
passed cumulatively from generation to generation. If we ~ 
attempt to learn about the uses of the resources ourselves, we ~¥~~~~ 
would have to do random testing of plants, something that 
would take years to accomplish. Unlocking this knowledge r----::!"~~ 
today is better done using traditional cultures as the keys. 
Tapping these cultures for their knowledge will not only help us 
discover economically important uses for species, but may also teach us the 
value of helping to preserve the very cultures themselves. 

The World Wildlife Fund and the IUCN are consulting with local experts in a 
number of nations in an effort to learn about the use of various plants and 
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animals by the traditional societies. In Tanzania, a tree that was useful in 
curing toothaches was discovered. During a recent study of Amazonian rain 
forests, two US scientists, with the help of the local people, were able to identifY 
more than 1000 plants and their uses. Among other things, six of the plants 
were used locally as contraceptives, others for curing fungus skin infections, 
and another, a high-protein coconut fruit, that could be used for food, fertilizer, 
soap and many other things. (Myers, 1984) 

Here in the United States, North American Penobscot and Cherokee Indians 
helped discover a drug that can be used to treat testicular cancer, fight off a 
number of human viruses and repel potato beetles, largely due to the cultural 
transfer of knowledge they had about uses of the mayapple plant. (Myers, 
1984) 

Culture to Promote Conservation 

This unlocked knowledge can also be useful to the traditional cultures 
themselves, providing them with economic incentives that not only preserve 
local biological diversity but preserve the traditional culture. 

Several African and Asian nations have begun to encourage the development 
of traditional medicines as an important part of public health care. These 
"tribal healers" use medicines that are relatively cheap, readily accessible and 
widely accepted by the local populations. 

In Thailand and Nepal, foreign exchange has been bolstered by more than one 
million dollars yearly by encouraging the development of medicinal plants for 
export. 

A conservation program in Sri Lanka was designed to protect elephants by 
domesticating them for farm use instead of shooting them when they raid 
crops. The local farmers are paid by the government for capturing wild 
elephants and auctioning them for domestic use. This program was the result 
of the understanding of the interrelationships between culture and 
conservation. The elephant is deeply rooted as a symbol in the Buddhist 
religion and literature as a valuable resource. The impetus for the program 
was a march for conservation that emphasized conservation through Buddhist 
writings. (Cohn, 1988) 

Debt for nature swaps are also an example of interrelated culture and 
conservation. Money raised by conservation groups in the United States and 
elsewhere is used to help payoff a portion of a developing nation's 
international and or commercial debt. In return, the country, with the help of 
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international conservation organizations then promotes local conservation 
projects. (Cohn, 1988) 

In Brazil, a program for the conservation of the golden lion tamarins instilled 
in the traditional cultures a sense of national pride. These small, brilliantly 
colored orange and reddish monkeys from coastal rain forests survive on the 
remaining two percent of their forest habitat. From the 300-400 tamarins that 
remained in the forests, captive breeding and habitat conservation programs 
were encouraged. In 1984, zoos in the United States and around the world 
began sending captive-born tamarins back to Brazil for release in their natural 
habitat. (Cohn, 1988) 

Traditional cultures are also a source for knowledge about how natural 
systems function. Brazilian Indians modify, yet maintain, tropical rain 
forests by clearing forest patches to grow vegetables, planting fruit trees in 
open areas to attract animals they hunt, and sowing flower and medicinal 
herb seeds along pathways and other easily accessible areas. 

Encouraging the cultural transfer of biological diversity helps us to unlock the 
keys to the rich and biologically diverse library we call planet earth. This 
information not only provides practical food and medicines but it also helps 
promote cultural identity and enriches our lives. 
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Biological Diversity 
Ecological Processes 

Natural Processes As Natural Managers 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Within an undisturbed environment, the job description for a 
natural manager would incorporate the skills of forester, fire 
fighter, garbage collector, geneticist, pesticide applicator, 
rejuvenator, construction worker, doctor and many others. The 
duties of the natural manager are shared by a variety of processes 
and creatures from fires to floods to insects and diseases. 

The summer of 1988 and the Yellowstone fires provided us with an 

Fact Sheet 5 

excellent opportunity to view one of nature's best managers at work. As long 
as there have been forests and prairies there have been fires. Fire creats new 
habitat. Old-growth timber, diseased trees, and litter buildup are removed, 
providing the· opportunity for lush new growth and making room for shade 
intolerant species. The resulting new plant life provides excellent habitat and 
forage for a variety of animal species. The remaining mosaic of burned areas 
and unburned areas creates a greater diversity of habitats that usually leads to 
an increase in animal populations. Fire is also the mechanism needed to 
regenerate certain species such as Lodgepole pine and Jack pine, which 
require heat and an ash-coated ground to nourish new seedlings. Forest and 
prairie fires also ensure that plant communities are not dominated by one age 
or plant group and consequently allow for the development of a more diverse 
plant habitat that in turn supports more species. (Zumbo, 1988). 

Two other natural processes that work as natural managers are floods and 
weather. For years, annual floods in the Nile Basin dispersed nutrient-rich 
sediment to renew the soil andsupport natural plant life and agricultural 
communities. The newly enriched soils created excellent habitat that ensured 
plant growth and diversity could be maintained. Humans attempts to manage 
this system have failed dismally. River-damming on the Nile, the Mississippi, 
and elsewhere has stopped the vital soil rejuvenation that is necessary to 
maintain a healthy riverine ecosystem. 

While the role of climatic extremes as natural managers is less understood, 
we know that weather extremes, be they droughts or increased rainfall, weed 
out the less resistant species providing opportunities for new species, to grow. 
(Myers, 1984) . 
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Two other natural managers, often called pests by humans, are insects and 
disease. In a naturally functioning environment, insects function as 
geneticists, foresters, doctors and construction workers. Insects pollinate 
plants, trees and are an irreplaceable food source for a variety of 
other animals. Natural cyclical increases in insects work to thin 
forests, promote hardier species, and build homes to create a more 
diverse environment. Insect infestations can defoliate, girdle and 
damage a tree to the extent that it may eventually die. Some dead 
trees create snags that provide excellent homes for wood ducks, 
hawks, woodpeckers, owls, and squirrels while others are blown 
down, creating forest openings and edges that provide room and 
sunlight for other plant species to grow. Insects are most successful 
in forests dominated by one age or tree type and thus are a natural force in 
ensuring that mono cultures give way to more diverse habitats. In increased 
proportions, insects provide a bigger food base for predators such as birds, 
allowing these populations to also strengthen and diversify. 

Disease often works in conjunction with insects or any of the other natural 
managers since it gains a stronger foothold when species are weakened by 
other sources. Diseases have a pronounced effect as doctors and geneticists 
not only in plants but also in animals. Species that are weakened by another 
natural manager or age are more susceptible to diseases and will die out 
quickly. In a naturally functioning environment, disease maintains a 
genetically strong population and can be a strong natural selector. 

As those somewhat removed from the natural environment, Humans distrust 
Nature's ability to manage the environment. This distrust, however, is the 
result not of nature's inadequacies in performing these management 
responsibilities, but of human interference in this management. Humans' 
attempt to manage the natural environment interferes with the natural 
managers and the job is often left undone. Human interference in the natural 
environment has progressed to the state that the natural managers may never 
again be able to regulate the environment as they did in the past. A better 
understanding of the natural processes of these natural managers may 
encourage a complementary relationship between natural processes and 
human technology. 
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Economically Important Species 

Biological Diversity: We're Banking On It. 

By Kim A. Palmer - The Ohio State University 

The economic benefits of preserving biological diversity are staggering. 
Stop for a moment and think of how almost everything around you is 
related to the natural world. Your cereal or toast in the morning is 
made of one of the three species of grasses that is the principal food base 
of the world. The tires on your car or bicycle may contain rubber from 
the sap of the tropical tree Heuea or the shrub Guayule. Other plar 
products in our lives include tanning agents, a variety of dyes, fibers such as 
cotton, flax and hemp, insecticides such as pyrethum and rotenone, perfumes, 
lotions such as witch hazel and aloe, waxes, gums, cosmetics, meat 
tenderizers, preservatives, turpentine, fertilizers, baskets, and gutta-perch, 
which is used for insulation and waterproofing . 

Of course, everything we eat comes from some type of organism. Without wild 
strains of corn, rice and wheat to add genetic variety, the foundations of our 
food industry would be extremely vulnerable to disease or pests. The same 
holds true for our animal food products. Genetic diversity is the key to 
maintaining the cattle, pigs, turkeys, chickens, ducks, geese, sheep, and goats 
that have been domesticated for our use. Wild animal species can be directly 
used as sources of food or indirectly as breeding stock for genetic improvement 
of closely related domesticated species. World trade from timber products, 
mostly from wild trees, is currently worth almost $40 billion annually (more 
than $16 billion a year for the United States). Fish and shellfish provide the 
most significant direct contribution of wild species as a food source. Almost 
$12 billion a=ually is made worldwide from the sale of wild fish and shellfish, 
with more than $4 billion worth for the United States alone. (Prescott-Allen 
and Prescott-Allen, 1986). These figures make the distance between Wall 
Street and wetlands a lot shorter! 

Where would we be without the insects and birds and bats that pollinate crops? 
These pollinators were responsible for $4 billion worth of crops in 1967 
(Oldfield, 1984). Wild insects are also valuable as biological control agents. A 
good example is the ladybird beetle that feeds on aphids and scale insect. In 
the late 1800s the California citrus industry would have become extinct 
through infestation of trees by scale insects, but the ladybird beetle (Vedalia 
cardinalis ) brought the scale insects under control and gave the industry a 
second chance . 
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Sea bird colonies provide guano (bird excretions) for fertilizer. Off the 
southwestern coast of Africa, gannet populations produced guano that was 
sold for $7.10/200 pound bag. When one seabird colony can produce 200,000 
pounds of guano annually, this can add up to an important part of 
some nations' economy. Such is the case in Peru and South Africa. 

Plants and animals also contribute substantially to the $40 billion 
dollar medical industry worldwide. From a recreation standpoint, 
wildlife means big bucks. Millions of dollars are spent each year in 
this country alone on hunting and fishing licenses. Birdwatching is 
estimated to bring in millions of dollars each year to Point Pelee 
National Park in Ontario. Similar economic estimates have been 
made for other areas of interest to wildlife watchers. 

Nature influences our technology as well. The amazing velcro that is used as 
buckles for shoes and jackets was modeled after the hooks and barbs of bird 
feathers; the gigantic hewletts, metal arms used to load and unload ships, are 
modeled after grasshopper legs; and the U.S. Air Force is studying the flight of 
the great horned owl to better understand the mechanics of flight. 

The natural world not only supplies us with our bread and butter, but is our 
bread and butter. Directly and indirectly, the world's economy is dependent 
upon the health of our planet. 
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Biological Diversity 
Fact Sheet 7 

Edible Plants and Animals 

Eating Ourselves Out of House and Home 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Food chains are a concept we are all familiar with and yet a process we often 
view ourselves apart from. Our technology separates us from daily 
involvement in the life and death struggle of the global food chain. In the 
industrialized nations our exposure to these global linkages has been 
distanced even more. To most of us, it is as if we are not so much linked in a 
balance among trophic layers but the overseer of that cycle. Although we rely 
on plants and animals for food sources, our dependence on individual species 
is lessened by the knowledge that we have the ability to adapt. As our ability to 
adapt is threatened because of loss of species and our involvement with critical 
food chains in less developed nations increases, our place in these global 
linkages becomes more apparent. If we look at the status of the food chain and 
at our behavior, we will realize that as a nation, and as a people, we are eating 
ourselves out of house and home . 

Loss of habitat, genetic erosion, alien competitive species, and monocultural 
farming practices are partially at fault for the decline, and sometimes the 
disappearance, of food producers. Over-harvesting and increased 
consumption are also critical factors. While we might expect to associate less 
developed nations with over-harvesting, we would do well to examine our own 
dinner plates and full bellies as well. 

• Lake sturgeon, once an abundant fish species in the Great ~ 
Lakes, is now endangered by overfishing. ~ 

• The eskimo curlew, a small northern shorebird from Alaska 
and Northern Canada, is endangered because of over-harvesting. 

• The great auk, a valuable source of meat and eggs in the North Atlantic 
area, became extinct in 1844 due largely to over-harvesting. 

• The tule white-fronted goose, hunted for food and sport, is now listed as rare 
in the United States. 

• Blue and humpback whales, valuable food sources, are endangered, and the 
fin whale is listed as vulnerable. (Source: Oldfield, 1984) 
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These species are only a few examples of the decreasing biological diversity we 
may trace back to our stomachs. Numerous plants and animals in the United 
States and throughout the world are suffering similar fates. In a national 
park setting, we have the opportunity to bring visitors closer to an 
understanding of food chain linkages by sharing with them the wonders of 
nature's edible wilds or of predator/prey relationships. These occasions are 
also opportunities for us to share the status of our linkages in the global food 
chain and expose visitors to the critical case of preserving global 
biological diversity. 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 8 

Endangered Species 

Emphasize The Ecosystem 

By Kim A. Palmer - The Ohio State University 

An endangered species is defined by Congress as a species that is "in danger of 
extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range." A threatened 
species is one not yet endangered but whose populations are heading in that 
direction. 

The Endangered Species Act became law in 1966 and was strengthened by 
Congress in 1973. Since then, the Act has gone through several 
reauthorizations including one in 1988. This law has been called one of the 
"toughest pieces of environmental legislation ever enacted." (Iker, 1987) and 
requires all federal agencies to make certain that their activities (or those 
funded or authorized by them) neither jeopardize the existence of an 
endangered species, nor destroy or adversely modify its critical habitat (Iker, 
1987; Revelle and Revelle, 1988). 

As of 1987, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service had listed 946 species as 
endangered or threatened (Scott, et al. 1987). An additional 3000 species are 
listed as category 1 (organisms with sufficient information to propose listing as 
endangered or threatened and species that may have recently become extinct) 
or category 2 (species that are thought to be endangered or threatened but for 
which more data are needed to justifY listings) (Scott, et al. 1987). 

The Endangered Species Act has contributed significantly to the conservation 
of habitat for species. Because of this, there are species existing today that 
would not have survived encroaching development and human impacts. 
Species such as the Kirtland's warbler, grizzly bear, whooping crane and 
many others have been given a degree of protection that is critical to their 
survival. Special refuges have been established to protect endangered or 
threatened species. One such refuge is the 11 ,ODD-acre Ash Meadows Refuge 
on the Nevada-California border. This area is home to at least 26 animals and 
plants found no where else in the world (Iker, 1987). The widespread public 
support for the federal law has made "endangered species" a household word 
(Iker 1987). 

While the Endangered Species Act has been the catalyst for preserving critical 
habitat and saving some species on the brink of extinction, many scientists feel 
it is only part of the challenge of truly conserving biological diversity on earth. 
These scientists argue that while monitoring and conservation efforts for rare 
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species address the immediate need of protecting these rare species, no 
framework for analysis of long term trends in biological diversity has been 
established (Scott, et al, 1987). 

This type of crisis conservation management is analogous to emergency room 
treatment for the critically ill (Scott, et al. 1987). Most of the economic and 
emotional support for the protection of biological diversity goes into a few 
species which may be beyond the scope of recovery meanwhile allowing still 
viable populations to slip downward toward and endangered status. This 
species-by-species approach to conservation leads to another problem. 
Maximizing benefits for one endangered species may threaten another. (Scott, 
et aI, 1987). Examples have been noted in Calfornia where improving the 
water supply for the Owens pupfish resulted in the near loss of a snail found 
only in Fish Slough in the Owens Valley. Scientists critical of the ESA argue 
for a systems approach to preserving biological diversity to address the entire 
spectrum of diversity. 

The ESA is not, however, the only legislation or method by which to manage 
endangered species. The United States currently employs a comprehensive 
systems approach that includes: NEPA (National Environmental Protection 
Agency), ESA, the Clean Water Act, State Fish and Wildlife Regulations, 
National Parks, National Forests, Wildlife Refuges and Nature Conservancy 
Reserves to name a few. While the integration and cooperation between the 
agencies, regulations, and resources needs strengthening, they are the reason 
the United States has such a rich and diverse fauna and flora still remaining 

(Salwasser, 1988). 

As researchers develop more sophisticated techniques for understanding 
species relationships and the intricacies of our natural world, an ecosystems 
approach developed for the conservation of biological diversity will supplement 
the protection of individual endangered species and help us clarify for park 
visitors the interdependence of all living things. 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 9 

Ethical Issues and Species Preservation 

Who Has The Right To Tip The Scales? 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

In its natural state, our diverse planet is like a balance scale that maintains a 
fragile equilibrium. When the scale tips in favor of one side or 
one species, natural environmental controls occur, sometimes in 
the form of extinction of species. Initially, human involvement 
in the balanced planet faced the same controls and fate as any 
other species. As reasoning, intelligence, and technology 
increased, humans developed the ability to control and 
manipulate that scale. Today the scale is badly out of balance. 
Humans have become the dominant species, greatly 
accelerating the rate of extinction for other species and 
furthering the cause of the human species to the detriment of all 
other species, and ultimately, ourselves. 

We are finally beginning to realize that our fate will be determined by the 
degree to which we can rebalance the planetary scales. Daily we are faced 
with decisions that require value judgments. To maintain the global biological 
diversity necessary to balance the scales, we must develop an environmental 
ethic that recognizes the value of a species. Although the development of any 
ethic is an individual action, we can attempt to understand the severity of the 
problem by examining possible motivations for species preservation, and 
situations that require environmental decisions. 

Unfortunately, the reasons for species extinction, and the prevention of these 
extinctions, are complex. Many variables, including habitat destruction and 
over-harvesting, combine to cause extinction and it is often difficult to isolate 
concrete reasons for the extinctions. The more complex the issue, or the 
further humans are removed from the threatening variables, the harder it is 
to convince people that they need to, and can help preserve species. In order to 
rebalance the scale, and develop an environmental ethic, we need to determine 
the worth of individual species preservation, and global biological diversity. 

Four common arguments for species preservation are economic value, esthetic 
value, interdependence and intrinsic rights (Ehrlich, 1981). 

Economically, the preservation of species provides us with life-saving and 
life-sustaining tools that are necessary "for agricultural, forestry and fisheries 
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production, to keep open future options .. , and as the raw material for much 
scientific and industrial innovation" (International Union for Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources, 1980). Both plant and animal species are 
present and future food sources and many contain an element or the 
information to produce a life-saving drug. 

Esthetically, individual species and biological diversity also have great value. 
Bird watching, butterfly collecting, and keeping tropical aquaria are some of 
the most popular North American hobbies, providing economic as well as 
esthetic rewards. In New Guinea, tribesmen use butterfly wings as hair 
decorations while many North Americans grow potted tropical plants for 
pleasure (Ehrlich, 1981). Species, such as the American bald eagle, also have 
great symbolic value. The diversity of our environment increases our pleasure, 
broadens our horizons, and enriches our daily lives. 

Interdependence of our environment suggests that we 
examine species preservation and global biological 
diversity carefully. While many species have seemingly 
little purpose, their value to the environment may simply 
be unknown. These species, along with countless others 
that have yet to be discovered, may possess unique edible or 
medical properties that may someday be of use. Likewise, 
relationships between species are so intricately designed 
that the extinction of a species starts chain reactions that upset the 
environmental balance and may cause the extinction of other species. By 
allowing extinctions to occur, we may be ultimately causing our own 
extinction. 

Finally, intrinsic values of species dictate their preservation and the 
preservation of global biological diversity. The independent right of a species to 
exist, the right to life, is contrary to the anthropocentric viewpoint, and is 
therefore hard for many to accept. The more we come to understand and 
accept that as humans we are only one of thousands of species that share the 
planet, the easier it will be for people to accept a specie's right to exist. 

Choices and decisions about species preservation are based on the 
environmental ethics of the decision makers themselves. When the choice for 
species preservation is between a species and an object, such as a dam, the 
options are clearly polarized. If human survival is not dependent on that dam 
and a species will suffer extinction because of loss of that habitat, a balance 
can usually be achieved. When the choice for preservation is between two 
species, there are no clearly defined sides and the scales cannot be balanced. 

In Alaska and the Canadian Arctic, a continuous battle between species is 
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• being fought. The harvesting of marine mammals by indigenous northerners 
is a way of life, a culture. Prior to European contact, the Inuit hunted seals, 
whales, and other marine mammals for clothing, food, heat, tools, and 
religious purposes. All species, humans and marine mammals alike, existed 
in a balanced environment. Not until European contact brought incredible 
trade quotas and advanced technology did the scales unbalance. The scales 
crashed toward the Europeans while both the Inuit and the marine mammals 
were propelled close to extinction - cultural extinction for the former and 
physical extinction for the latter. 

Changes in fashion, outrage at needless slaughter, and a growing 
environmental awareness has seen the gradual recovery of some of the marine 
mammals. Right whales, blues, humpbacks, and grays are not recovering and 
are nearing extinction. In 1972, the U.S. Congress passed the Marine 
Mammal Protection Bill to protect marine species from commercial hunting, 
and in 1983, the European Economic Community banned 
import of all marine mammal products. Protectionist 
measures such as those in an International Whaling 
Commission declaration have not been totally successful. 
In spite of signatures from over thirty nations on the 
declaration, those countries that have yet to sign are the 

• primary consumers of whale meat and other products. 

• 

For the Inuit in the Baffin Island area of Canada, the seal 
"is the staff of life" (Revelle and Revelle, 1988). Seasl provide 
the basic food, clothing and fuel needs for the people and 
structures their economic and cultural systems. Denying the Inuit right to 
continue to provide for themselves in this traditional manner would be akin to 
cultural genocide. However, when the Canadian and U.S. governments 
choose to allow subsistence hunting of particular marine mammals for 
indigenous people, they reduce their bargaining power in their push for an 
international moratorium on commercial hunting of these animals. The 
means necessary to ensure species preservation and, ultimately, global 
biological diversity require decisions based on sound environmental ethics and 
careful examination of the options available to balance the scales. As decision 
makers, politicians make the final choices in balancing the environmental 
scales. Their environmental ethics, and the ethics supported by the resulting 
legislation, often come under scrutiny when this happens. 

The Endangered Species Act is one such piece of legislation designed to ease 
the individual decision maker's burden in ensuring the balance of the 
environmental scale and to assist in the preservation of species. The law 
ensures that activities by federal agencies neither jeopardize the existence of 
an endangered species, nor destroy or modify its "critical habitat" (Erlich, 
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1981). 

One of the Act's best known tests occurred in 1978. Construction of the Tellico 
Dam, a multi-million dollar project in Tennessee, was halted when officials 
learned that the waters involved in the damming project were potentially the 
last acceptable habitat for a type of snail darter, a seemingly insignificant 
three-inch fish. Public debate over the Act pitted a "useless" species against a 
public that feared loss of jobs, loss of public works improvement, and loss of 
economic progress. The law brought to a head questions on the worth of a 
species and forced those who felt that the loss of a species was more important 
than economic progress to take action. The snail darter, a species with undis­
covered economic value, interdependence, and beauty represented a decision 
by many that species preservation and global biological diversity had value and 
that species extinction had to stop somewhere. In the end, the snail darter lost. 

That decision to balance the scales has occurred before and will continue to 
occur as people recognize a species' right to life and their value. A pure strain 
of dusky seaside sparrow, was probably extinct when a group of concerned 
conservationists and the Walt Disney Corporation joined together to support a 
project designed to back-cross related sparrow species in order to produce a the 
purest strain possible of the extinct bird and reintroduce it. This project, along 
with attempts to revive, from near extinction, the California condor, are 
multi-million dollar projects that, on the basis of economic expenditures, may 
not be worth the cost. Yet to those involved, the dusky seaside sparrow and the 
California condor are symbols of the battle to save global biological diversity. 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 10 

Evolutionary Process 

Keeping The Sink Full 

By John W. Hanna - The Ohio State University 

A Park Service Parable 

For almost 100 years national park areas were created primarily with regard 
to their natural or historical values. A system gradually evolved permitting 
the inclusion of a broader base of areas like national monuments, but most of 
those included still possessed nationally significant natural or historical 
values. This gradual change might be compared to what ecologists refer to as 
linear species change when discussing evolution. This gradual change 
process was abruptly jolted in the 1960s when national recreation areas 
appeared on the scene. Their importance more often was measured in terms 
of meeting recreational demands of a growing population. Ecologists might 
have referred to this as speciation . 

So, we have two methods of evolution within a system: single line of descent 
and speciation. Both result from and, bring about change. Evolution via 
linear species change brings about a gradual change or transformation such 
as mosquitoes might develop resistance to a bug spray. Evolution via 
speciation brings about change by splitting such as the mammals who evolved 
from reptiles as teeth specialized and scales transformed to hair. (Ehrlich, 
1981) 

Linear Species Change 

A linear species change involves gradual change within a species over a 
period of time. Sometime this can occur over a short period of time, as in our 
mosquito example above. Other times, the transition may occur over millions 
of years. The gradual transformation of Australopithecus into the modern 
human being involved the gradual development of larger brains and more 
complex cultures through Homo erectus to Homo sapiens. (Ehrlich,1981) 

Speciation 

Speciation accounts for the broad diversity of organisms that populate our 
planet today. Speciation transforms a single organism into two or more new 

• kinds of organisms. The evolution of the mammals from dinosaurs has 
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produced an incredible diverse number of new species from whales, to horses, 
to people. Speciation is generally a very slow process. It has been over a 
century since Darwin started biologists thinking about speciation, yet the 
production of a new species is still to be documented. (Ehrlich, 1981) 

Natural Selection 

Fundamental to both processes of evolution is the process of natural selection 
described by Darwin. For example, within the single line of descent, those 
mosquitoes more resistant to a insecticide are more likely to reproduce and the 
insecticide-resistant genes will become more predominant in the "gene pool" of 
the mosquito. (Ehrlich,1981) 

In the speciation process, the most important reason for splitting of a species 
is environmental variation. Geographic variation results when a population 
expands geographically and the organisms adapt to their new environment 
through natural selection. This variation is often recognized by biologists 
through the designation of subspecies. Over many generations, this variation 
may become so great that the subspecies become incapable of interbreeding, 
especially if they are geographically separated. This reproductive isolation 
becomes the primary criterion for establishing a new species. Darwin's 
finches of the Galapagos Islands provide an example of geographic variation. 
The islands were most likely originally populated by a few finches blown in by 
a severe storm. Since finches do not normally elect to fly over large water 
bodies, they stayed and populated the archipelago. Over time, the finches 
adapted to the individual island environments varying in color, shape and size 
of beak, and feeding habits. Today, there are fourteen diverse species. 
(Ehrlich, 1981) 

Twenty-three species of honeycreeper have evolved in Hawaii in a similar 
manner, demonstrating the value of isolation as a tool of evolution. 
Conversely, a lack of isolation might explain why Homo sapiens has not 
undergone geographic speciation even though it shows abundant geographic 
variation. The migratory Monarch butterfly is another example where very 
little isolation is likely to occur and, therefore, almost no geographic variation 
has resulted. (Ehrlich, 1981) 

The Evolutionary Balance 

Speciation is the balance for extinction. It is like a giant sink with a faucet 
running new species into the sink all the time. Extinctions are represented by 
dying species flowing out the overflow drain. Today, humanity has upset the 
balance. The drain at the bottom of the sink has been opened much wider by 
wiping out entire populations, reducing habitat for others, introducing alien 
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species, and other factors. In the last decade of this century, it is predicted 
that one-fifth of the earth's species may vanish - and remember, we haven't 
documented a single new replacement since Darwin proposed natural 
selection. (Ehrlich, 1981) 

Implications for National Parks 

The survival of species and speciation is dependent upon maintaining healthy 
diverse populations. The national parks and other preserves worldwide 
represent the remaining gene pools for many species. Where populations 
become both small and isolated, the likelihood of greater incidence of harmful 
recessive genes dominating is ever present. (Ehrlich,1981) 

On Isle Royale, the gray wolf population has reached a recent low of 12 
individuals. The wolves may be threatened if a disease such as Canine 
parvovirus takes root on the island. This could easily happen if a private 
boater inadvertently brings a dog to the island. Forty years of genetic 
inbreeding in the wolf population may have reduced the wolves' resistance to 
such a disease. On another preserve, Wichita Mountains National Wildlife 
Refuge, the wild longhorn cattle population is periodically interbred with other 
herds of longhorn cattle to retain the genetic vitality and historic integrity of 
the species. 

Badlands National Park has also implemented a similar program. Concerned 
about the genetic integrity of the bison population due to interbreeding, 
Badlands received the necessary authorization to import surplus animals 
from Colorado National Monument. These animals came from a different 
genetic stock than the Badlands animals and trades such as this will help to 
increase the genetic variability within the stock. (Blinn, 1984) 

Keeping the sink full and balancing speciation with extinctions requires the 
protection of our biological diversity and the natural processes of evolution. 
Efforts such as those on park lands and other preserves illustrated above will 
be increasingly needed to protect dwindling populations of many of the species 
our national parks and other preserves have been enabled to protect. 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 11 

Extinction 

It's Happening Right In Our Own Backyards 

By Kim A. Palmer - The Ohio State University 

To many people extinction means the disappearance of the dinasours or 
ancient animals of long ago. But what most people do not realize i~s ___ WiiIo"'""" 
extinctions are occurring right here and now at a staggering 
rate. As huge tracts of rainforests are cleared to make way 
for grazing and development, species disappear forever. This 
scenario is not restricted to rainforests, however, and the 
notion of extinct marmosets and orchids, tropical hardwoods 
and parrots is not as distant as it first appears. Extinctions 
are occurring right in our own backyards! 

Extinction is defined as the cessation of existence for a given 
life form, or a previous loss of a given form (Schonewald-Cox, 
1987). While extinction is a natural process, the dramatic 
rate at which it is occurring is not. Some scientists have estimated this rate at 
one species each year, but this does not include invertebrates. Others suggest 
a more comprehensive estimate of two to three species each day. Estimates 
are difficult to make because we simply do not know how many molds, fungi, 
plants, and animals currently share the earth with us. 

At this time, approximately 1.4 million living species have been described 
(Wilson, 1988). This picture is still quite incomplete, and it becomes more and 
more difficult to piece together as species disappear as a result of our 
population growth and our increased demands on our biological resources. 

In North America, the Labrador duck, Atlantic Gray Whale, and the Great 
Lakes' Blue Pike, Great Auk, Passenger Pigeon, Carolina Parakeet, Sea Mink, 
Steller's Sea Cow, as well as many other animals and plants, have all 
disappeared because of human actions. 

Humans have contributed to extinction in several ways: direct harvesting or 
killing, habitat destruction and multiple factor extinctions (Kauffman and 
Mallory, 1986). For thousands of years humans have killed animals for food, 
clothing, recreation and to protect themselves, their property and their 
domestic animals. Late Stone Age hunters are the likely cause of the 
extinctions of the mammoth, giant ground sloth and nearly thirty other types 
ofIarge mammals (Kauffman and Mallory, 1986) . 
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More recent times have been witness to the disappearance of the Stellar's sea 
cow, heath hen, great auk, Eastern and Merriams elk and the well-known 
passenger pigeon. The Carolina and Louisiana parakeets literally died for 
fashion. Both species were hunted for their feathers, for pets and at times, for 
the protection of fruit crops. While many animals and plants have been 
hunted or gathered to extinction, by far the most devastating and frequent 
threat to species today is the destruction of habitats. 

A habitat is the natural home or dwelling place of an organism (Steen, 1971). 
Physical alterations of habitats can be seen just about everywhere. These 
alterations include clearing of vegetation and cultivation of the land, 
commercial and residential development, draining and filling of wetlands, 
stream channelization, dams and water diversion structures (Kauffman and 
Mallory, 1986). 

Chemical alterations are a little more difficult to notice, but still contribute to 
habitat degradation. One popularly known form of chemical pollution is 
acidic deposition or acid rain. Other chemical pollutants include improperly 
treated organic waste, pesticides, high concentrations of heavy metals, and 
toxic wastes. These chemicals can destroy the biological components of 
ecosystems (Kauffman and Mallory, 1986). 

Biological alterations of an ecosystem can result from introducing an alien or 
non-native species to the ecosystem. These non-native species prey on native 
animals, compete for food and space and may even interbreed with them. A 
good example of habitat disruption from an alien species is the story of the 
Gypsy moth and its effect on our eastern forests. As the larva of this species 
defoliates many key tree species it alters the forest composition. The once 
shaded forest floor is now exposed to sunlight and changes begin to take place 
in the vegetation. Fruit production from the damaged trees is altered and 
therefore affects the availablity of food to squirrels, deer and other animals. 
With the introduction of one small species of moth, our eastern forests are 
undergoing some big changes. 

In many cases, species become extinct because of multiple factors, 
such as a combination of overharvesting, habitat destruction and the 
introduction of an alien species into its habitat. 

The Great Lakes are the backdrop for one of the best documented 
cases of multiple factors causing extinction. The commercial fishery 
which began in the early 1800s, quickly grew as it harvested almost 20 percent 
more fish each year until 1890 (Kauffman and Mallory, 1986). Blackfin cisco, 
deepwater cisco, longjaw cisco and blue pike were valuable species for the 
fishery. 
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But just as the fishery enjoyed rapid growth, so too did the 
communities on the surrounding shorelines. Soon the problems of 
pollution, siltation, drainage of wetlands that provided valuable 
spawning and feeding areas for the fish, and the damming of tributary 
streams plagued the Great Lakes. The fishing industry began to 
decline as the Great Lakes ecosystem became more and more stressed 
due to the actions of humans. The final straw was the arrival and 
establishment of alien fishes such as the sea lamprey, alewife and 
rainbow smelt in the 1900s. These factors combined to culminate in 
the extinction of four Great Lakes fish species: blackfin cisco, 
deepwater cisco, longjaw cisco and blue pike. 

These recent backyard extinctions serve as a powerful reminder that 
extinction is not a distant event. It is current, dramatic and occurring 
at an increased rate due to human actions. 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 12 

Extirpated Species 

" I Remember When ... " 

By Kim A. Palmer - The Ohio State University 

My grandmother often told me stories about her childhood days in the 
mountains. She usually started each one with the phrase, " I remember 
when ... " and then shared with me memories of river otters playing in the 
stream riffles, pink ladyslipper orchids dotting the forest floor with spring 
color and the bald eagles raising their young in the white pines along the 
lakeshore. The stories made me feel as if the mountains in my childhood were 
completely different from those of my grandmother's. These flowers and 
animals she spoke of were no longer common in the area; they were, in a 
sense, extinct. 

Local extinction of a species is known as extirpation. It simply means an 
organism has been driven out of its habitat for various reasons such as newly 
introduced competitors or human disturbance. Throughout the nation, many 
species have been pushed to extinction, surviving only in small, isolated 
populations. As alien (introduced non-natives) species are accidently or 
intentionally released, they compete with or prey on local populations. Human 
actions such as conversion of forests to other land uses, production of 
industrial waste, development, and pesticides have already contributed to the 
reduction of the Kemp's ridley sea turtle, red wolf and the plants and animals 
of the tallgrass prairie. The story of pesticides and peregrine falcons is a case 
study of how human-produced chemicals contribute to the local extirpation of 
a species. 

The peregrine palcon is a migratory raptor with a worldwide distribution. 
There are nineteen subspecies and Falco peregrinus anatum is the subspecies 
native to the United States and southern Canada. Peregrines nested in 
mountainous regions or on rocky cliffs overlooking rivers such as the 
Connecticut, Hudson, Susqehanna and Mississippi (Tietjen, 1984). The 1950s 
saw an increase in the use of pesticides for widespread agricultural use and a 
decrease in the number of peregrine falcons in the east. 

One pesticide used was chlorinated hydrocarbon known as DDT. DDE, a 
breakdown product component of DDT, was found to cause thin shells in the 
eggs of many bird species. DDE prevented peregrines from completing 
incubation because the shells broke under the weight of the adult. By the mid 
1960s, the eastern (peregrine) population had been extirpated and populations 
of the other 18 subspecies were severely reduced (Tietjen, 1984). Raptor species 
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such as bald eagles, merlins, kestrels and osprey were also extirpated in many 
areas. Luckily, the plight of the peregrine is improving. 

In the early 1970s, DDT was banned in the United States and Canada and the 
peregrine falcon was placed on the Federal endangered species list. Today, we 
are able to witness the peregrine falcon in flight over the areas where it once 
had been extirpated. Through the cooperation of several agencies and 
organizations, intensive captive breeding, reintroduction and monitoring 
programs have been implemented. 

From Acadia and Great Smoky Mountains in the East to Crater Lake and 
Sequoia-Kings Canyon in the West, at least twelve of our national parks have 
peregrine falcon reintroduction projects in progress or had them in the recent 
past (Shelton, 1988). Many of the parks of the Rocky Mountain and Southwest 
regions have large numbers of peregrines and very active restoration 
programs. Eastern cities are finding their highrise buildings are homes for 
these birds of prey-the most famous being the nesting site of a falcon on the 
33rd floor ledge ofthe U.S. Fidelity and Guarantee office building in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Although Peregrine restoration is a success, the complexities of ecosystems 
make reintroduction of a species no simple task for resource managers. Many 
questions arise as researchers learn more about the various parts of complex 
communities. Such questions include the effects of newly re-established 
species on prey species that may also be endangered or threatened. Another 
piece of the peregrine puzzle is the effect of DDT use by Latin and South 
American nations on wintering peregrines and their prey. 

The story of the almost extirpated peregrine parallels that of numerous other 
species throughout the world. As resource managers and researchers 
discover the intricacies of complex ecosystems and as the public develops 
awareness of how we all influence these ecosystems, we may be hearing more 
species success stories rather than "I remember when" stories. 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 13 

Genetic Diversity 

Variety is the Spice of Life 

By Kim A. Palmer - The Ohio State University 

Genetic resources and the habitats that sustain them may soon be 
recognized as our most important economic and political assets. These 
resources consist of genetic materials contained within and among 
populations ofliving organisms (Oldfield, 1984). Without these resources and 
their corresponding habitats, no human civilization can survive. 

Genetic diversity is "the variety of genes within a particular species, variety or 
breed" (OTA). Genetic diversity can also be defined as the inheritable 
variation within and among populations of a species. This variation is 
created, enhanced and maintained by evolutionary forces such as mutation, 
migration, selection and genetic drift. 

The long-term health and viability of a group of organisms is dependent upon 
the genetic diversity within that population. For example, imagine a 
population of strawberry plants with only a few individuals of that plant 
population having the genetic potential that makes them resistant to frost. If 
this population were located in an area where frost may occur, these few 
individual plants would survive and reproduce while those that were not 
frost-resistant would not survive to reproduce and therefore would not pass on 
their variation to offspring. This genetic variation allows populations to adapt 
to a changing environment while genetic uniformity increases the 
vulnerability of individuals and populations. 

Genetic diversity may seem unrelated to today's industrialized world. In the 
midst of everyday issues such as unemployment problems, healthcare issues, 
defense and commerce crisis, the thought of conserving natural systems 
seems a luxury, something that should be taken care of after all the other 
social issues have been resolved. 

Although it is often difficult to readily identify the valuable socioeconomic role 
of our biological resources, genetic resources and the habitats 
that sustain them contribute billions of dollars worth of raw 
materials to the U.S economy each year (Oldfield, 1984). 
Without these raw materials, many basic products would not 
exist, nor would the jobs that are associated with the 
manufacturing of these products. 

4.13.1 



Products directly dependent on our biological diversity are abundant in the 
pharmaceutical and health services sector. Two- fifths of all modern U.S. 
pharmaceuticals contain one or more naturally derived ingredients (Oldfield, 
1984). One such plant is the red periwinkle, (Catharanthus roseus), which 
produces the drug vinblastine sulfate for treatment of Hodgkin's disease. 
Another example is the opium or white poppy, Papaver somniferum, that 
provides morphine sulfate that reduces pain due to terminal cancer, internal 
hemorrhaging and traumatic shock and is also the source of naloxone, a 
lifesaving drug given to infants of heroin addicts. Naturally occurring 
biochemicals are also used as blueprints in the production of synthetic drugs. 

Other examples of the socioeconomic value of genetic diversity are found in the 
world's food crops. Surprisingly, two-thirds of the world's grain crops rely on 
only three species of plants-corn, wheat and rice (Oldfield, 1984). With the 
dependence of the world on such a few crops, it is essential to maintain and 
enhance diversity. The potato famine in Ireland of 1845 to 1850, in which over 
one million people died and another million emigrated due to the destroyed 
potato crop, is a painful example of the dangers of a monoculture (a vast stand 
of only one or a few crop varieties). A second reminder of the vulnerability of 
genetic uniformity within food crops was the corn blight that destroyed 
one-fifth of the U. S. corn crop in 1970. Disasters such as these can be avoided 
by utilizing gene resources of wild plants to revitalize and improve 
domesticated crops. Tomatoes, melons, cucumbers, sugar cane, oats, wheat, 
rice and corn have all been improved by introducing genetic materials from 
wild gene pools. More examples of socioeconomic values of genetic resources 
can be found throughout this handbook. 

What are we really losing when we reduce habitat or lose a species to 
extinction? A species is not just another player on the field. Acccording to 
Wilson (1985), that species represents a "unique population of organisms, the 
terminus of a lineage that split off thousands or even millions of years ago." 
Each species is an invaluable storehouse of unique information- a library. 
Consider the house mouse, Mus musculus. According to Wilson (1985), each 
of its cells contains four strings of DNA, each of which comprises about a 
billion nucleotide pairs organized into a hundred thousand structural genes. 
If the information contained on the DNA strings was 
translated into ordinary sized printed letters, this information 
would just about fill all fifteen editions of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica published since 1768 (Wilson, 1985). 

We are losing a great deal when we reduce genetic diversity, 
not only products but also information. Genetic diveristy 
enables organisms to adapt to a changing environment and 
is the basis of survival and evolution. In preserving natural 
diversity we are preserving options (Roush, 1977). 
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Genetic resources can be lost in two major ways: 

• when a species or its distinct populations are over -exploited; or 

• through destruction or extensive alteration of the specific habitats on which 
that population depends. This includes the disruption of ecological 
relationships with other species, (e.g., pollinators, seed dispersers) which 
help mantain the populations. 

The current rate of species loss estimated by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) is one species of 
vertabrate each year, and it is predicted that by the year 2000, twenty percent of 
all species may be extinct (Freeman, 1986). In addition, countless species may 
become extinct before they can even be discovered and named. 

The most dramatic loss of genetic diversity is occurring in tropical 
rainforests. Today the rainforests occupies about 3.5 million square miles and 
is being cut down at an annual rate of 0.7% (Wilson, 1985). That is, 25,000 
square miles, an area the size of West Virginia, is lost every year. 

While many previous conservation efforts have focused on preserving species, 
their losses are not the only danger. "Among the surving species, many 
populations will be lost, taking with them much of the genetic diversity upon 
which long-term survival and evolution depend" (Ledig, 1988). 

Our National Parks provide protected habitats in which species and 
populations, and their genetic diversity can be preserved. National Parks also 
provide opportunities for interpreters to communicate to the general public, 
the critical issues of preservation of biological diversity. In doing so, the fight 
against genetic loss is strengthened. 
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Biological Diversity 
Fact Sheet 14 

Genetic Diversity: Community 

Nature's Intricate Tapestry 

By Kim A. Palmer - The Ohio State University 

To even the most casual observer of the natural world, it becomes obvious that 
organisms are not grouped randomly. Instead, populations of organisms 
characteristic of a particular type of environment are organized into a 
community. This community includes all the living organisms interacting in 
a particular environment (Revelle and Revelle, 1988). 

Therefore, a community can be defined as "a group of populations that are 
ecologically and geographically interconnected, and represent a few to many 
species. Such a group constitutes an assemblage of plants and animals living 
in a common home, under similar conditions of environment, or with some 
apparent association of interests" (Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

To understand the interactions of organisms within these communities it is 
also important to understand the concepts of habitat and niche. An organism's 
physical surroundings, where it lives, is its habitat. For example, the habitat 

of the Maryland darter (Etheostoma sellare ) is the riffles of Deer Creek above 
the confluence with the Susquehanna River in northeastern Maryland; the 
deer mouse habitat is temperate zone woods; and the habitat of the Kirtland's 
warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii ) is forests of young Jack Pine (Pinus banksiana) 
in Michigan. 

An organism's niche is its ecological function, that is, what it does. This 
includes such things as whether it is a predator, prey or parasite, how much 
sunlight it requires or whether it is active during the day or night, etc. The 
niche is the organism's way of life. 

Generally, two species cannot occupy the same niche, at least not for very 
long. When this does occur the competition between the species should cause 
some type of change in one of the species. This change may 
be in some aspect of the lifestyle of that species- it may 
move to another area or it may eliminate that species. It is 
often easy to see several species that seem to be living in the ~I'J.: 

same habitat and eating the same food. After further #h]flJJ~~~ .~ 
observation though, factors such as predators or parasites W ~ ~ 
keeps either of the species from occupying all of the habitat, ~~_" !.:.~ 1) ~~~"'~~_ 
or eating all of the food within that community. _ _ 

....... - .. : ~ =: 
~ i:: ~ ~ 
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The interactions of living organisms can vary. In some communities the 
interdependence is so great that the various species could probably not survive 
without one another (Revelle and Revelle, 1988). An example of this type of 
community is that of the Serengeti grasslands of Africa. In this commuity 
zebras feed on the tall grasses, exposing the sheath portion of the grass. This 
part of the grass is the major food source of the wildebeest. The wildebeest 
continue to crop the grasses even further, allowing sunlight to reach the 
ground surface where it stimulates the growth of small herbs, the primary 
food of Thompson's gazelles. The removal of one of these species could 
seriously affect the others (Revelle and Revelle, 1988). 

In addition to benefitting each other, the grazers are imperative to the survival 
of the grassland itself. Grazing encourages the continued growth of the 
grasses. If this grazing were discontinued, the grassland would succumb to 
natural succession and would gradually be replaced by a woodland 
community. 

A Complex Tapestry 

A similar situation occurs in Yellowstone National Park. When beaver build 
dams in streams, the rate of flow from spring runoff is reduced, which in 
turn discourages erosion and siltation, thus keeping the water clear for trout 
to spawn.In addition, the ponds built by beavers provide habitat for mink, 
waterfowl and otter. The accompanying elevated water table levels add 
moisture and promote the growth of broad leaved plants like aster, yarrow 
and clover that are significant to other animals in the community such as 
bears (Houston, 1982; Craighead, 1980). 

The increased moisture also encourages the growth of trees like willow and 
aspen that are essential for the survival of elk and deer. These animals, 
known as ungulates, require a diet of cellulose and nitrogen. The stalks of 
plants provide cellulose and, in the summer, green grasses provide a 
compound containing nitrogen. Nitrogen is necessary for the digestion of 
cellulose. The nitrogen feeds the microflora present in ungulate's stomachs 
and the microflora then multipy. These microflora then help digest the 
cellulose. Without the nitrogen, an elk could have a stomach full of plant 
stalks but die of starvation because it was unable to digest the cellulose 
(Houston, 1982). 

Willow and aspen store nitrogen in the tips of their branches and in their bark 
and provide elk and deer with this element during the winter when the brown 
grass cannot offer nitrogen to complete their diet. Without the beaver to 
manipulate the streams and water tables, the rest of the community could be 
seriously affected. 
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The organisms in this community are woven in a complex tapestry. Each 
strand depends upon the other for support and strength. The diversity within 
the community is necessary for its health. Maintaining diversity at the 
community level helps ensure the survival of individual species. (Houston, 
1982). 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 15 

Impact of Consumer Behavior 

$$ Wildlife For Sale $$ 

By Pamela A Wright - The Ohio State University 

Take a close look around you. Almost everything you are wearing, 
eating and surrounded by is a derivative of some part of the plant and ~,<-,:V'}0'::\ 
animal kingdom. Now look again. How many of the things that 
people use daily can you trace back to a species under stress? 
Consumer behavior has a devastating impact on biological diversity. 

In all aspects of our lives, we assign value to what is rare. Gold and 
precious metals are rare and thus they have become the basis for our economy. 
Precious stones, such as diamonds, have not only great monetary value but 
great emotional value. When consumers perceive the rarity or uniqueness of a 
species or its products, they are more willing to pay a higher price to possess 
that item than they are to accept a more economic substitute (Oldfield, 1984). 
This cycle of supply and demand is the reason why consumer behavior 
impacts the state of our biological diversity . 

The wild chinchilla (Chinchilla laniger) from South America was one of the 
first endangered species for whom the spiral of supply and demand could be 
equated. In the 1920s and 1930s consumers were willing to pay large sums for 
products made out of chinchilla. Prices were said to be as high as $100,000 for 
a single coat and thus suppliers were motivated to obtain chinchilla at any 
price. The wild chinchilla populations were completely exterminated from the 
lower altitudes of the Andes and by 1943, only a few isolated colonies remained 
in the upper elevations. The chinchilla was lucky, however. Fashion trends 
changed, trade legislation was imposed and the chinchilla, a species with a 
relatively high reproductive rate, was no longer a highly sought after species 
and today there is almost total recovery (Oldfield,1984). 

The chinchilla was, however, an unusual exception. Most of the endangered 
species,such as the blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus ), have relatively slow 
maturing and reproductive rates. 

Once consumer demand has been established, the spiral of demand and 
supply continues. It is a no-win situation. If trade bans are not imposed on 
endangered species, legal trade will proceed until the animal or plant has 
reached extinction. If trade bans are imposed, the illegal trade market will 
grow because of the tremendous profit to be made, until the animal or plant 
reaches extinction. Unfortunately, those who supply the endangered species to 

• the consumer usually have no alternate source of income and consequently 
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there is great economic incentive to engage in poaching and other illegal trade 
practices. The only way to beat this cycle is to change consumer perceptions. 
Consumers need to be made more aware of the role they play in determining 
the fate of our biological diversity. If they voluntarily reduce their demand 
then not only will the survival of a species be ensured but the conservation and 
enforcement costs for that species can be differed to another species in need. 

While changing consumer perception can be difficult, there have been some 
successes. During the late 1800s and early 1900s, a feather fashion craze led to 
the killing of a great variety of birds, including pheasants, ostriches, 
hummingbirds, birds of paradise, herons, egrets, parrots, doves, ibises, and a 
variety of waterfowl. As some of the species became vulnerable or endangered, 
organized groups of conservationists in the United States and other countries 
started a massive campaign to change public perceptions, The campaign was 
successful and "public outcry" reached such heights that consumer demand 
was changed and, with support of some protective laws nearly all of these 
endangered species still exist (Oldfield, 1984). More recently, attempts to 
change consumer demand for sealskin products by changing consumer 
perceptions have also been successful. 

An alternative to changing consumer perceptions is to maintain captive 
breeding stocks to meet demand. This alternative is often unsuccessful, 
however, because it is hard for authorities to regulate the import of 
non-captives because it is difficult to distinguish between captive and wild 
individuals. 

A number of laws and international treaties play an important role in 
regulating the import or export of endangered species or their products. The 
three most prominent laws in the United States are the U. S. Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 and the Lacey Act (the law's amendment), the Migratory 
Bird Treaty, and the Marine Mammal Protection Act. One of the most 
promising international treaties is the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora- CITES. This international 
treaty had obtained over 78 member nations by 1982. 
Unfortunately, this convention is unenforceable and many 
nations that produce or consume wildlife products have not 
signed the CITES declaration yet. 

Popular Products and Problems 

Rare Leather Goods - Reptiles, whose products are used for 
jewelry, hides, and food, as well as for sport hunting, are some 
of the creatures most impacted. Crocodile leather, priced at 
$13/1b in 1970, escalated to $71/1b by 1978. Products made from the leather reach 
even higher prices. In 1981, American alligator skins boots were going for 
$2,000 a pair. Yet up to fifty percent of hides that are sold are commercially 
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useless due to inadequate hide preservation techniques. (Oldfield, 1984) 

Jewelry- The hawksbill turtle (Eretmachelys imbricata) is prized for its fine 
tortoise shell that is used for jewelry, hair pins and artwork. In the 1930s it 
was thought that new technologies in plastic might provide an economic 
substitute for tortoise shell. Unfortunately, the imitations did not possess the 
beauty of the original tortoise shell and today the hawksbill is an endangered 
species. (Oldfield, 1984) 

Hides- Almost all species of spotted and striped cats, seals and river otters 
are subject to hunting and poaching to obtain hides for fashion. At least two 
species of cats are extinct and almost all of the rest are rare or endangered. 

Tourist Curios and Collector Items- This grouping of items includes some of 
the most bizarre and wasteful products whose demand encourages the 
devastation of a variety of species. Elephant feet wastebaskets, stuffed birds of 
paradise, and mounted gorilla hands are just a few of the ridiculous curios 
that exist. Butterfly, shell and coral collecting are also popular habits that 
threaten the survival of numerous species. Butterfly collecting in Taiwan is a 
business that supports over 20,000 people. Although Japan is the primary 
importer, the United States and a number of European countries also 
contribute heavily to the devastation of species. (Oldfield, 1984) 

Ivory Trade- Both raw and worked ivory from Atlantic and Pacific 
walruses (Odobenus rosmarus), African elephants (Loxodonta 
africana), and Asian elephants (Elephas maximus), have 
endangered all these species and amounts to a multi-million dollar 
business. Prices for elephant ivory have risen from $25/lb in 1920s to 
$50/lb in '70s. In 1976, consuming nations imported 2.75 million Ibs 
of raw ivory from an estimated 72,300 elephants, at least one-third 
of which were poached. The United States, also a culprit in this 
terrible trade, imports up to about 3% of this total, amounting to 
more than $4.6 million dollars annually. (Oldfield,1984) 

Live Animal Trade- Trade in live animals involves a variety of species, the 
most common of which are birds, fish, reptiles and amphibians. Over 5.5 
million wild birds and several hundred million fish, reptiles and amphibians 
are traded every year. Not only does trade in these species diminish the 
species itself but they can also pose threat to human health and endanger 
native plants and animals. An outbreak of one disease carried in cage birds in 
1971 and 1972 in California and New Mexico spread to domestic fowl and the 
U.S.D.A. had to destroy 12 million chickens and other poultry and pay over $56 
million for clean-up of the disease. (Oldfield, 1984) 
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Plant Trade- Animals are not the only species that are threatened by 
consumer demand. Plants are also very popular. Check the plants in your 
windowsill or garden for species such as some cacti and succulents as well as 
transplanted wildflowers or rare flowering species- you may be contributing 
to the problem. At the top of the list, are ten species and ten varieties of cory 
and pincushion cacti, along with two species and eight varieties of hedgehog 
cacti now endangered or threatened in United States. While some plants, 
such as ornamentals and barrel cacti are transplanted from their native 
habitat by individual plant lovers, plant dealers also make an incredible 
impact. In the southeastern United States, many species of 
carnivorous plants have been depleted due to over-harvesting. One 
such dealer decimated one of major populations of green pitcher 
plants COsarracenia oreophila). In attempting to meet consumer 
demand for these plants, the dealer managed to eliminate 25% of the 
known stands of this plant species during one raid on a state park in 
Alabama. (Oldfield, 1984) 

~ 
~ 

Substitution- Sea turtles, such as the olive ridley (Lepidochelys divacea) have 
only recently been subject to the whims of the spiral of demand. Trade in 
leather from this species was insignificant until the 1960s when crocodile 
skins were becoming scarce. The more the supplies of crocodile skins 
diminished, the more intense became the demand. Sea turtles shared similar 
skin characteristics as the crocodile and thus they were used as substitutes. 
(Oldfield,1984) 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 16 

Integrated Development 

Cooperation is the Key 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Preservation of global biological diversity requires the integrated development 
of a system or network of areas designed to meet the needs of all species. 
Integrated development is a relatively new concept. Of the few strategies being 
used, the United Nation Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
Man and the Biosphere (MAB) system of biosphere reserves is one of the most 
sophisticated. 

The biosphere reserve network is a "coordinated network of protected areas 
that can conserve biological diversity and demonstrate the value of 
conservation in improving human well being" (Gregg & McGeans, 1986). 

The biosphere reserve concept is structured around a series of zones. The core 
zone is the backbone of the reserve and is an undisturbed, self-sustaining 
landscape that exhibits a diverse biological environment. The core zone is used 
as a baseline for ecology monitoring and as a global benchmark and is often 
made up of a national park or similar area. To date, eighty percent of all 
biosphere reserves are composed solely of the core zone area. (Gregg and 
McGeans, 1986) 

Surrounding the core zone are a series of satellite zones including the 
rehabilitation area, traditional use area, experimental research area and 
multiple use area. Rehabilitation areas are lands on which managers can 
demonstrate methods of restoring degraded landscapes. On traditional use 
areas, conservation and the study of harmonious land uses by indigenous 
peoples are studied. Experimental research areas may be manipulated and 
research on managed ecosystems may be studied. The multiple use area hosts 
cooperation that may include a range of human settlements, forests, range 
lands and other uses and is managed to achieve the greatest possible harmony 
with the purpose of the biosphere reserve (Gregg and McGeans, 1986). 

Restoration 
Area . 'C' ..... ..:_._ .. . . . . . or.e . .tU.""""· .. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Cultural Area 

Experimental 
Research Area 
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The biosphere reserve has in common, nationwide, a "cooperation among 
people," locally, regionally with nearby reserves and internationally. This 
cooperation is the key to the biosphere's success. The endangered desert 
tortoise, a resident of Mexico's Mapimi Biosphere Reserve, was recently 
threatened by local campesinos who hunt the turtles for meat. With 
government and scientific support, a program was developed to improve locals 
means of subsistence in turn for assistance in conservation (Gregg and 
McGeans, 1986). 

Other strategies of integrated development being used include the 1980 World 
Conservation Strategy and a few very successful grassroots efforts. 

The World Conservation Strategy was a cooperative effort of the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature, World Wildlife Fund, United Nations 
Environment Program, Food and Agricultural Organization and United 
Nation Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization organizations. The 
strategy was based on three propositions: 1) species and populations must be 
helped to retain their capacity for self-renewal; 2) basic life-support systems of 
the planet, including climate, the water cycle and soils must be conserved 
intact iflife is to continue; and 3) genetic diversity is the major key to the future 
and it must be monitored (Myers, 1984). Although fewer than 30 countries ever 
adopted the strategy, some countries like Nepal are actively involved in 
implementing the World Conservation Strategy. Nepal proposes a 
reorganization of its government in order to integrate conservation with 
development and hopes to accomplish at least three specific things: tap natural 
resources to generate hydroelectric power to reduce fuelwood dependency; 
apply new technology to increase agricultural productivity; and reforest land 
for fuelwood and to prevent soil erosion. The Royal Chitwan National Park in 
Nepal, another element of the new conservation strategy, was designed to 
protect such species as the rhino, tiger and gharial. In addition, planting of 
thatch grass throughout the park slows down river bank erosion and supplies 
a profitable harvest for local people (Myers, 1984). 

In the Northern Philippines, terraced rice 
combined with tree-lined roads in an atte 
increase biological diversity and prevent 
soil erosion. Roadside plantations in .A'!Il_"P~ 
progressive heights provide excellent 
habitat for game species and lift the wind 
away from the fields in order to prevent 
erosion (Myers, 1984). 
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One of the most successful stories of integrated development can be credited to 
the Chinese who are not only making great steps in protecting elements of 
their natural biological diversity but also feeding their once starving 
populations. The Chinese model employs a system of "ecological agriculture," 
which among other things has introduced alternate cropping and symbiotic 
cropping on a national scale. Plant productivity is up, and dependence on 
harmful fertilizers and pesticides is down dramatically (Myers, 1984). 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 17 

Intensive Management 

Doing the Most for the Least 

By John W. Hanna and Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

The people who drafted "to preserve and protect in such manner and by such 
means as to leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations" 
probably did not have in mind embryo transfer, artificial insemination, 
cryobiology, gene banks, or captive population management. But today those 
and other actions are increasingly called for to protect endangered species and 
hopefully lead to their reestablishment in national park areas and other 
preserves. 

Intensive management of select species involves the widest variety of 
management techniques and biological advances to save remnant patches of 
habitat or last individuals of endangered species. It often becomes a case of 
doing the most for the least in terms of raw numbers. But, in terms of 
importance to ecosystems it often is the only hope for return to a naturally 
functioning ecosystem . 

A major function of zoos is the captive breeding of endangered animals. Many 
arboretums cultivate endangered plant species. Preserves are set aside in 
many cases to protect endangered species. Today, our tools are becoming more 
sophisticated and interest and involvement in management of select species is 
much broader based. 

As you look around a parking lot you are likely to see a bumper sticker with a 
panda or a decal with a sea turtle. Your mail is likely to 
bring an appeal from the "Save the "fund. Most I ~ 
governmental natural resource agencies and many Save the Whales ~ 
associations have gotten into the business of intensively 
managing select species. 

The Who's Who of select species relevant to the national parks reads like a 
bitter memory giving away to cautious hope. Here's a list of some of the 
species receiving intensive management in the U.s.: 

California condor 
black-footed ferret 
red wolf 
musk oxen 

tule elk 
desert bighorn 
peregrine falcon 
Gila trout 
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Black-footed Ferrets (Mustela nigripes ) 

The Black-footed ferret is receiving a great deal of attention. This small 
weasel-like animal lives in ground burrows, eating prairie dogs and the like. 
Thought to be extinct in 1965, this creature was supposedly driven to extinction 
by a reduction in food and poison set out by ranchers for prairie dogs. In 1981, 
hope for the Black-footed ferret was resurrected when one dead animal was 
found. Now, the population, which is suspected to number around twenty-two 
animals, is the target of an intensive wildlife preservation effort. The 
combined efforts of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the local Wyoming Fish 
and Game department and a private group of researchers are tracking down 
these elusive creatures and attempting to provide suitable habitat. Under the 
Endangered Species Act, a joint team of Wyoming Fish and Game employees, 
landowners, state officials, federal land managers, biologists and statisticians 
are working to protect land in critical areas, and using telemetry to monitor 
and learn more about the ferrets status and life cycle. Each year, more and 
more ferrets are sighted and although the uphill battle is steep progress is 
being made. (Nice, 1983) 

Nene - Hawaiian Goose 

The Nene, the state bird of Hawaii, is undergoing intensive management both 
inside and outside Haleakala and Hawaii Volcanoes National Parks. The 
Nene, whose closest living relative is the Canada Goose, is a 
non-migratory species whose numbers have plummeted because of 
its popularity as a food source and the introduction of alien species. 
Alien species are not only competitors for food but are also direct 

predators. Although populations of this goose were originally .... 'Oc:>o;; 

found on several of the Hawaiian Islands, it became extinct on 
Maui in 1890 and in 1950 there were only 30 remaining birds on the -,.,.. 
big island of Hawaii. Several captive breeding programs both in 
Hawaii and in Slimbridge, England have been fairly successful with over 2000 
young raised in captivity from four breeding pairs. And although more than 
five hundred of these birds have been released in the wild, only one-third are 
still alive. Habitat loss, alien competition and introduced predators still plague 
the Nene. In 1972, the National Park Service began managing those Nene 
released in Haleakala and Hawaii Volcanoes National Parks. Trapping 
predators and fencing boundaries from feral animals are a few of the methods 
being used in the attempt to save the Nene from extinction. (Boll, 1987) 

Red Wolf (Canis rufus) 

The red wolf was declared an endangered species in 1967 due to loss of habitat 
and bounty-prompted killing. This wolf, whose species or sub-species status is 
often questioned, faces a severe problem because of inbreeding with the coyote. 
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The gene influx from crossbreeding has threatened the genetic integrity of the 
remaining animals and made management of this species incredibly difficult. 
In 1972, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service decided on a recovery plan that 
included captive breeding in order to control inbreeding. Five hundred of the 
remaining animals were captured and brood stock was selected carefully. Of 
those captured, only 40 animals were deemed pure strain Canis rufus .. These 
were bred and of the resulting 220 pups, one-third were considered hybrids and 
one third died. The original breeding program at Point Defiance Zoo in 
Tacoma, Washington, distributed the healthy red wolf pups to a number of 
different zoos and breeding areas to ensure that the population would not be 
wiped out if an epidemic struck. Experimental releases of captive bred 
animals on Bulls Island in South Carolina in 1976 and 1978 were very 
successful and so a search began for a proper release site and protected area. 
Prudential Insurance donated 118,000 acres of excellent habitat in North 
Carolina. This area of land, the Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge 
(1984), was the site of several successful reintroductions of red wolf. The red 
wolfs future is still tenuous. Good land for other populations is hard to find 
for the unpopular wolf and the coyote still pose a significant threat. (Cohn, 
1987) 

Gray Wolf (Canis lupus) 

A second wolf species, the gray wolf is currently the subject of an intensive 
management project in Yellowstone National Park. Gray wolves were all but 
eliminated from the park as of 1927 under a national policy of extermination. 
Listed in 1973 as an endangered species in all areas of the United States except 
Minnesota, studies suggested that the remaining creatures in Yellowstone 
were not sufficient to maintain a viable population. The Yellowstone project 
included the development of the Northern Rocky Mountain Wolf Recovery Plan 
that works on the principles of management by zoning. The development of the 
management plan and its implementation requires intensive public 
involvement and education. To date, a number of studies examining concerns 
of local inhabitants and support for the wolf recovery program have been 
conducted. (Bishop, 1987) 

Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle (Lepidochelys Kempii ) 

The Kemp's Ridley sea turtle is the smallest, rarest, and most endangered of 
all sea turtles. It is suspected that fewer than 1000 adults are alive. A highly 
migratory species, these turtles take 7-10 years to reach reproductive maturity 
and then return to their hatching area to lay eggs. Padre Island National 
Seashore is participating in intensive management of this species for ten years 
in cooperation with the Mexican government. In the typical cycle that has 
been going on for ten years, eggs are gathered from turtles in Mexico and 

• hatched at Padre Island. Hatching success varies from year to year and 
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although they have yet to confirm the return of any mature turtle 
to Padre Island, the first batch of hatchlings would just be 
reaching maturity this year. (Shaver, et aI., 1987) 

Success Stories 

Two subjects of intensive management, the Musk Ox and Gila Trout, provide 
hope for other species. The Musk Ox, over-harvested in the 1800s and 
extirpated from the Alaskan tundra in 1865, is now successfully being 
returned to its original range. Thirty-four animals were acquired from 
Greenland and were bred on Nunwak Isle, a federal reserve in Alaska. These 
hardy creatures are very successful breeders and to date over 750 of them have 
been transplanted to a number of locations were they are being carefully 
managed (Newsom-Brighton, 1984). The Gila trout, found only in the Gila 
River in New Mexico has been listed since 1973 as an endangered species. 
Introduction of non-native brown and rainbow trout species created 
competition for food and habitat and reduced the trout to 5% of its historic 
range. Intensive management of this species has involved enhancement of the 
population by hatchery rearing of four of the five remaining populations. 
These fish were then transplanted into suitable habitat in order to build the 
population. The Gila trout is the only wild native trout in the Gila and Aldo 
Leopold Wilderness areas and it is hoped that the population will eventually be 
healthy enough to support fishing. It is expected that the trout's status will be 
down-listed to threatened species by April of1989. (US-F&WS, The Gila Trout 
1986) 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 18 

Keystone Species 
By Kim A. Palmer - The Ohio State University 

Many times during an interpretive program it is easy to point out animals and 
plants that play significant roles in an ecosystem. People are familiar with 
popular animals like the wolf, grizzly or bald eagle as predators, brightly 
colored fungi helping to decay logs and leaves or deer, antelope or moose as 
integral links in the food chain. Often, however, an interpreter or 
communicator is stumped by the visitor question "but what good are ticks?" or 
"would we really miss bats?" The John Muir quote "when we tug on one thing 
in the universe we find it attached to everything else" may be too abstract to 
satisfy these inquiries. 

What if the "bat we really wouldn't miss" is the cornerstone of a $120 million 
dollar industry? Or if the disappearance of one species could result in the 
collapse of an entire ecosystem? A new theory exploring the roles of keystone 
species may help visitors better understand the importance of all parts of our 
planet . 

Many scientists are concluding that while all living things in a natural 
community are interdependent, a few plants and animals hold a more vital 
position in their communities than others. These organisms are called 
keystone species by some scientists because they are critically linked to a 
number of other organisms. If one of these critical species were to become 
extinct it might lead to profound change within an ecosystem. 

To put it another way, think of each species of plant, animal, fungus, mold, 
etc. as a rivet in the body of an airplane. Some rivets can be removed without 
much effect on the overall performance of the plane. However, pop one rivet 
that is located at a critical junction and the passengers are no longer safe. 

Some species of bats are keystone species for many tropical areas. These 
important mammals are critical pollinators and seed dispersers for wild 
avocados, bananas, cloves, cashews, breadfruit, figs, dates and mangoes 
(Sunquist, 1988). In southeast Asia, the local people harvest 
millions of dollars worth of the strange-smelling durian fruit 
from wild and semi-wild durian trees (Sunquist, 1988). The 
flowers of this tree open only at night and are pollinated almost 
exclusively by the dawn bat. Without this keystone species, the 
local economy and the ecosystem on which it is based would no 
longer exists as we know it . 
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Closer to home is another example of the importance of keystone species. The 
sand hills of the southeastern United States would be inhospitable territory for 
the majority of animals if it were not for the local excavator. The gopher 
tortoise, while digging its own burrow, provides shelter for residents ranging 
from the temporary tenant grey fox to the permanent lea sees like the Florida 
mouse and gopher frog. Other burrow borrowers include diamondback 
rattlesnakes, crickets, indigo snakes and oppossums (Sunqist, 1988). In areas 
where the gopher tortoise has been extirpated, 37 species of invertebrates no 
longer exist and the gopher frogs and Florida mice are few and far between. 
Recognizing the significant role of this "dinner-plate sized reptile" (Sunqist, 
1988), the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission designated the 
gopher tortoise as a "species of special concern." New regulations as a result 
of this special designation ban commercial sale and hunting of this valuable 
digger and a permit is now required to keep the tortoise as a pet. 

Another example of a "critical rivet" is found along the Pacific Northwest 
coast. The once deteriorating kelp forests and sea grass beds are beginning to 
make a comeback thanks to the reintroduction of a keystone species. Sea 
otters, hunted to the brink of extinction for their fur and maligned by the 
abalone industry, played an essential role in marine pest control by dining on 
the sea urchin (and other shellfish such as abalone, crab and mussels). The 
sea urchin thrived with the depletion of the sea otter population, thus rapidly 
munching away at the kelp beds and sea grass beds-critical areas for 
spawning, feeding and shelter for many marine organisms (8unqist, 1988). 
Now, with the return of this critical keystone species, the sea otter, these 
valuable plants are growing over once barren areas and the marine 
invertebrates, fish, harbor seals, sea lions, bald eagles and osprey have 
returned. 

Not all biologists agree with the concept of keystone species because of its 
oversimplification. Many believe that as we become more aware of the details 
of each species and its role, we will find that ill! species are keystone. We 
simply do not have the information to categorize species as expendable or 
keystone (Sunqist, 1988). With the majority of the species still unknown, the 
best we can do is to save "all the rivets." 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 19 

Medically Valuable Species 
By Kim A. Palmer - The Ohio State University 

One of the most frequently heard arguments for the preservation of 
biodiversity is the medical value of plant and animals. This argument is 
effective because about half of the world's medical compounds are derived from 
natural ecosystems. As an issue, this touches just about everyone's life. Few 
people have never reached for aspirin or needed a pain killer at one 
time or another. In addition to the medical contributions, these 
plant-derived drug products are major contributors to the human 
health services sector of our economy-this contribution is estimated at 
$8 billion in U.S. and $40 billion worldwide (Oldfield, 1984). This 
estimate does not include the non-prescription drug market, veterinary 
medicines or illegal drugs. 

A fungus among us is cause for celebration when discussing medically 
valuable biological resources! Throughout history people have used 
molds and fungi for their curative powers. Chinese and European 
midwives used ergot (Claviceps purpurea), sometimes called 
smut-of-rye, to speed delivery and to inhibit hemorrhaging associated with 
childbirth (Oldfied, 1984). Although ergot is no longer approved in the United 
States, its alkaloids, especially ergonovine, are valued for the treatment of 
hemorrhaging after cesarean operations. 

Moldy bread for a bandaid may not be considered "healthy" by today's 
standards, but ancient Egyptians applied moldy bread to open wounds for 
centuries and the Chinese recognized the value of green (blue) molds for 
festering ulcers. It wasn't until the 20th century that Penicillin molds were 
utilized as a source of antibiotics. This very familiar antibiotic was derived 
originally from Penicillium notatum but with the onset of WWII, the demand 
for penicillin could not be met. Luckily, a cantaloupe harboring Penicillium 
chrysogenum was found by a V.S.D.A. researcher. This species is much 
more productive. 

Our forests abound with medical wonders and probably even more are yet to be 
discovered. In temperate forests, the National cancer institute has made 
progress in developing anti-cancer drugs from yew, Taxus spp., and may 
apples, Podophyllum peltatum. American hellebore (a lily), Veratrum viride, 
was used by pioneers and native Americans for curative purposes. Now an 
alkaloid mixture or powdered rhizome from this plant is used to treat 
hypertension and in emergency situations such as hypertensive toxemia 
during pregnancy or pulmonary edema (fluid in the lungs). The temperate 
forests of central and southern Europe are home to wooly foxglove (Digitalis 
lanata) which is a source of digitoxin. It is estimated that three million people 
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suffering from heart disease use digitoxin as treatment. 

The tropical forests of our world are truly an untapped medicine chest. 
Already hundreds of plants have contributed to improving our health. Wild 
stands of mexican yams, Dioscorea spp., produce 95% of our hormonal drugs 
(Oldfield, 1984). Familiar drugs in this category include cortisone, 
hydrocortisone, oral contraceptives, and six hormones (ie: androgens, 
estrogens and progesterogens). The opium poppy, Papaver somniferum, 
produces opiates used as ancient painkillers. Today, codeine and morphine 
derived from this poppy species, are contained in about two percent of U.S. 
prescriptions. Brucea antidysenterica is a small tree growing throughout the 
tropical African highlands, but is only abundant in Ethiopia. This tropical 
plant is the source of the anti-cancer compound brucia antid. (Oldfield, 1984) 

Probably the most well-known tropical plant to contribute to modern 
anti-cancer drugs is the red or Madagascar periwinkle, Catharanthus roseus. 
First researched as a treatment for diabetes, the red periwinkle is now the 

source of vinblastine and vincristine. These drugs are treatments for 
testicular, cervical and breast cancers, Hodgkin's disease, Wiln's tumor, 
malignant melanoma and childhood leukemia. (Oldfield, 1984) 

Recent exploration of our oceans has lead to exciting and very valuable 
medical discoveries. A Caribbean sea sponge, Cryptotethya crypta, is a source 
of adenine arabinoside or Ara-A, which offers relief for pinkeye and other 
virally induced eye infections such as those caused by Herpes simplex vinisea. 
Due to their long relationship with the marine environment, the Japanese 
have used sea life forms in their folk medicine for centuries. Tetrodotoxin, a 
drug 160,000 times as potent as cocaine for blocking nerve impulses, is 
extracted from certain puffer fish, porcupine fish and ocean sunfish. It is 
currently used in Japanese clinics as a muscle relaxant and local anesthetic 
for terminal cancer and neurogenic leprosy patients (Oldfield, 1984). 

Many other toxic marine animals have been investigated for their 
pharmaceutical value. A great number of warm-water toxic marine animals 
such as sea anemones, sea squirts, sea cucumbers and nudibranchs are 
providing us with substances that produce antiviral, antibiotic, antitumor, 
analgesic and other medically valuable effects. 

Terrestrial animals also contribute to such pharmaceutical uses as well. In 
the early 1970s, anticancer activity was found in four percent of the extracts of 
800 species of insects, spiders, crustaceans, millipedes and centipedes! 
The Asian butterflies, Prioneris thestylis and Catopsilia crocale, along 
with a Taiwanese stag beetle, Allomyrina dichomotus, offered the most 
promising anticancer compounds (Oldfield, 1984). 
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Animals also provide us with valuable research opportunities. While many 
groups argue the humaneness of this practice, many important medical 
breakthroughs have been discovered by using animals for research. Elephant 
seals at Ano Nuevo Point Reserve in California may offer insight in how to 
treat infants at risk for Sudden Death Syndrome (SIDS). By observing these 
seals' metabolism, heartrate, blood chemistry and brain waves during sleep, 
important applications for treating sleep-related breathing disorders in 
humans may be discovered (Steinberg Gustafson, 1988). Cotton-topped 
marmoset monkeys are excellent experimental animals for developing 
vaccines against a cancer similar to Hodgkin's disease that is caused by a 
Herpes virus. Fruitflies, mice, Guinea pigs, wasps, salamanders, sea 
urchins and butterflies are just some of the many animals that enabled 
scientists to understand genetics and embryology. This information has 
helped fight birth defects and diseases such as mongolism, Tay-Sachs disease 
and sickle-cell anemia (Ehrlich, 1981). 

Certainly the use of animals for the aid of human health raises many moral 
issues that not all biologists, scientists, doctors or concerned citizens agree 
upon. Exploitation of animal and plant resources needs careful monitoring. 

Many species act as "miner's canaries" due to their sensitivity to 
environmental changes. These indicator species include lichens that are 
highly sensitive to air pollution, sensitive aquatic insects like the mayfly and 
caddis fly species affected by water quality. The loss of these species can be, as 
explained by Paul and Anne Ehrlich in Extinction, " .. .like letting the batteries 
in your smoke alarm run down." 
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Biological Diversity 
Natives vs. Alien Species 

Alien Invaders: Nothing Fails Like Success 

By John W. Hanna -The Ohio State University 

Fact Sheet 20 

Contrary to the old saying "Nothing succeeds like success," it seems like 
species introduced into new environments often succeed to the point they fail­
they replace the natives. Introduced species are often referred to as exotics or 
aliens. They occur in a given place, area, or region as the result of direct or 
indirect, deliberate or accidental introduction of the species by humans. The 
introduction permits the species to cross what previously was a natural 
barrier to its dispersal. 

The alien species has not always been the target for natural resource 
managers that it is today. Alien introductions have often been viewed as 
salvation for problems brought on by changes in habitat. The conversion of the 
prairies from grassland to cropland spelled near doom for the prairie chicken. 
The Chinese ring-necked pheasant served as a useful replacement for 
hunters. 

Introductions of aliens are not always a result of a contemplated action. They 
are often failure related to some other action. The blue pike, blackfin cisco, 
deepwater cisco, and longjaw cisco are all now extinct due in part to the 
inadvertant introduction of the alewife, rainbow smelt, and sea lamprey to the 
Great Lakes. Environmental assessments were not required as a part of the 
lock and canal projects that linked the lakes and permitted the introductions. 
Competition and predation by these introduced species put an end to the four 
native species and contributed to the decline of the Great Lakes fishery. 

Organisms living on isolated islands are another testimony to our saying 
"Nothing fails like success." Hawaii is littered with the successful failures of 
Captain Cook and others. With Cook's arrival in 1778, the islands were soon 
infested with cattle, sheep, pigs, goats, horses, cats, and rabbits that had been 
released by the sailors. Grazing and the clearing of the virgin forests for 
agriculture destroyed habitat and the newly introduced predator, the cat, 
might be said to have upset the balance. Of the approximately 70 known 
endemic species and subspecies of Hawaiian birds, 24 are now extinct and 30 
are endangered. (Culliney, 1988) 

While not this extreme, most of the national parks have problems with alien 
species. The NPS policy on aliens states: "Non-native plants and animals are 
discouraged in national parks and as a general policy, exotic [alien] species 
should continue to be discouraged until they are eradicated. Special 
circumstances may require short- term tolerance or use of non-native 

• species." The policy and treatment of non-natives within ecosystems, out of 
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necessity, often has to be flexible. 
In some cases, the non-natives have 
developed an important ecosystem 
function that no other native species can provide. Protection of a non-native 
species may even be required where it supports endemic, rare or endangered 
species. 

The tamarisk or salt cedar was introduced to the United States from Africa for 
erosion control. It quickly spread and now forms dense thickets throughout 
the Southwest along creek bottoms and lake shores at low elevations. The 
habitat it forms is thought to have accounted for the tremendous increase in 
small bird populations in Glen Canyon NRA. This appears to have accounted 
for a substantial population of naturally reproducing peregrine falcons in the 
area. If the tamarisk is shown to be increasing along with the small bird 
population and peregrines, which takes priority-control of an alien or 
naturalized enhancement of the habitat/prey base for an endangered species? 

Other situations with aliens in national park areas are a bit easier to answer 
but just as difficult to manage. In the U.S. Virgin Islands' Buck Island Reef 
National Monument, introduced Norwegian rats and mongoose prey on 
endangered sea turtles and other native species. The rats arrived in the 
Caribbean as early as the 1500s with timber harvesters. In the late 1800s, 
sugar plantation owners introduced the mongoose to control the rat. Surprise! 
The rat's nocturnal lifestyle was almost perfectly compatible with the 
mongoose's diurnal/crepuscular schedule and the two preyed happily away. 
Today, their egg robbing habits and taste for sea turtle hatchlings result in a 
survival rate of 1 %. Rat-specific poisons and trapping are necessitated to 
control this successful failure. (Mills, 1987) 

Purple loosestrife has invaded marshy areas of Acadia National Park. This 
native of Europe was introduced in the 1800s and having no natural controls 
has done extremely well. Its tendency to spread quickly means it crowds out 
the native plants valuable to waterfowl and other wildlife. Eradication is 
painstaking. When the plant is mechanically pulled, roots sprout and grow 
many more plants. EPA approved herbicides are used on a plant by plant 
application basis for control. (Hazen, 1988) 

Kudzu is not just a cartoon character in the newspapers. This plant seems to 
eat roads, buildings, and telephone lines. Anything that gets in the way of this 
Japanese ornamental gone astray gets covered. Do not turn your back on this 
one. Kudzu can grow 12 inches per day and 50-100 feet in a season smothering 
vegetation that wildlife depended on in the process. Most southeastern NPS 
areas either host or can expect Kudzu. (Freeman, 1988) 
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Shenandoah N.P. and other eastern areas are the recipients of another highly 
successful immigrant, this one from Europe. The gypsy moth was introduced 
in the mid-1800s and is gradually spreading throughout eastern Canada and 
the United States. The caterpillars repeatedly defoliate Shenandoah trees like 
the oaks and hickories. Losing their leaves is similar to humans going on a 
one-month fast every year. Eventually, it's going to take its toll. Tree mortality 
is up, wind and ice storm damage has increased, and mast production is 
drastically reduced. This threatens the survival of mast-dependent species 
like squirrels and deer (Lindsay, 1987. Biological insecticides have been used 
with some success by the Ministry of Natural Resources in Ontario and other 
areas. But, what will the long term effect be of this type of control? Does the 
present risk to an ecosystem like Shenandoah warrant taking the long-term 
unknown risk? In Shenandoah N.P. they have decided not to take the risk but 
control of aliens constantly poses this type of question. 

In many cases, where the decision to control aliens has been made, the results 
have been satisfying and the environment has been moved toward a more 
"natural" condition. Through stringent controls on anglers, many western 
waters like those in Rocky Mountain National Park remain free of the Eastern 
brook trout after treatments. Native populations of greenbacks and cutthroat 
have been restored to some park areas. The control of burros in Grand Canyon 
may eventually permit the desert bighorn sheep to reestablish their former 
numbers if human emotional attachments to the "cute" burros can be 
overcome. 

The repeated successes of aliens have traditionally pinpointed our failure to 
anticipate, regulate, and manage. Today, the recognition of those failures 
influences our actions in the complex decisions ahead. 

References 

Culliney, John L. 1988. Islands in a Far Sea. San Francisco, Sierra Club. 

Freeman, Linda. 1988. Mile-A-Minute Vine. Wildlife in North Carolina. Vol. 
52, No.8 pp.26-27. 

Hazen, Judy. 1988. Memorandum re: Purple Loosestrife Control. 

Lindsay, Terry. 1987. Shenandoah National Park-Movable Exhibit Panel and 
Wayside Exhibit Plan for Gypsy Moth. US-NPS. 

Mills, Marianne M. 1987. Reduction of Exotic Species Populations. A paper 
presented at Critical Natural Resource Issues-Interpretation. US-NPS. 

Pestana, Karen. 1986. Problem Exotic Plants in Midwest Regional Parks. Park 
Science. Vol.6 No.3 p.22 . 

4.20.3 



• Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 21 

Origin and Distribution of Crop Species 

Our Agricultural Supermarket 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Imagine your supermarket had only one brand of each product. Diverse 
human requirements like allergies, diets, tastes, religious requirements, or 
cost could not be addressed. Free markets have responded to avoid this 
monopolistic supermarket and we have even passed laws to further ensure a 
diversity of products on our supermarket shelves. Unfortunately, we have 
failed to apply these same principles to ensure a diverse agriculture. A 
supermarket that contained our present day food crops would show little 
variety. If we fail to respond to maintaining our genetic crop diversity, our 
food crops will disappear, one by one, from these supermarket shelves. 

Of the approximately 350,000 plant species on the earth, one out of four 
possesses potential food value; out of those, we use only one of thirty; out of 
those we only cultivate one of twenty. That leaves only about 150 commercially 
cultivated plant species worldwide. 

• Plant geneticists have determined that almost all of our present day food crops 
have ancient origins that can be traced back to specific crop gene centers. 
These gene centers, of which seven are in or around the Middle East and five 
are in or around Central America, are areas that contain evidence that these 
are the origins of the plants' oldest relatives. 

Most of these plants were domesticated starting around 10,000 B.C. As the wild 
species were domesticated and the crops were transferred from environment 
to environment, the genetic diversity of the crops actually increased (Wilson, 
1988). 

This means that the plant species differed in a variety of 
physiological characteristics including: the amount of sunlight 
needed (photoperiodicity), salinity, resistance to drought, pests and 
disease, and the reproductive or breeding mechanisms (Wilson, 
1988). The variation within these species and their relatives, both 
wild and weedy, allowed the plants to adapt to a variety of 
environmental conditions. 

Since 8,000 B.C., however, we have been narrowing our food 
producing options. While over 80,000 plant species may have 
potential as food producers, many of these have become extinct or 
endangered. Of some of those that remain, the variation in the 

• population may have been reduced so greatly that cultivation of these 
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species, in different environmental conditions, may never be successful. 
Until today, industrialized countries, such as the United States, have 
encouraged an agricultural mono culture because it is simpler and more 
economical in terms of pesticide and fertilizer application, watering 
requirements, planting, harvesting and manufacturing. Even worldwide, 
agriculture depends almost entirely on 30 major crops of which seven of these; 
wheat, rice, corn or maize, potatoes, barley, sweet potato and cassava, are the 
staple foods of the world. We have become "utterly dependent on the genetic 
integrity and continuing evolution of only a few crop plant species" (Oldfield, 
1984). While the elimination of habitat is responsible for eroding some of the 
genetic diversity of crops, the survival of these crops are also threatened by the 
monocultural system we allow to dominate our fields. 

Our history shows us the devastating effects of dependence on a monoculture 
to perpetuate. The European and Irish potato famines in the 1840s were 
caused by a disease that affected only one species of potato. The death of over 
two million people, and the emigration of several million more to the United 
States and other nations was caused by the development of a potato 
monoculture. 

More recently, and closer to home, a corn leaf blight in 1970 led to a one billion 
dollar loss and a reduction in productivity of over 710 million bushels of corn 
(Oldfield,1984). This blight was severe because three-quarters of the corn crop 
land within the United States was planted with one economically efficient 
variety of corn, which was also highly susceptible to one particular disease 
(Oldfield,1984). 

Each time an epidemic, such as the potato famine or corn leaf blight, has hit, 
we have turned to our stored stocks of plant genetic resources to revitalize 
agriculture. Time, however, is running out for these vital storehouses. 

The future of wheat (Triticum spp.), one of our most important staple foods, is 
now threatened because we have allowed the extinction of the plant's wild and 
weedy relatives. These extinctions mean that we have seriously limited the 
plant's genetic resources and our ability to improve wheat varieties and to 
extend its growing range. Future global climatic changes may have a grave 
effect because of our dependence on wheat. 

It's not just wheat that is in serious trouble. Within the United States alone, 
more than 160 wild relatives of crops and 150 relatives of forage plants are 
listed as endangered or threatened (Oldfield, 1984). 

The International Board for Plant Genetic Research (lEPGR), part of the the 
Food and Agricultural Organization, is one agency devoted to halting this 
genetic erosion by maintaining gene banks and conservation centers of 50 
major crops (Wilson, 1988). These gene bank resources are used in agriculture 
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in order, to select particular species or varieties of plants to adapt for 
domestication and to genetically improve these plants and others (Oldfield, 
1984). For example, gene resources from a newly discovered weedy relative of 
the tomato were recently crossbred with the common tomato. The result was a 
new tomato variety with significantly elevated sugar content that makes it 
more nutritious and flavorful and also more resistant to disease and other 
pests (Wilson, 1988). 

We must work to maintain our agricultural equivalent of a 
diverse supermarket. Preserving the genetic diversity of our 
present food crops, their relatives, and other potential food crops 
will enable us to maintain crop variety and subsequently, crop 
vitality and health. 

References 

Myers, N., ed., 1984. GAIA: An Atlas of Planet Management. New York: 
Anchor Books. 

Myers, N. 1983. A Wealth of Wild Species. Westview Press, Boulder, CO. 

Oldfield, M.I., 1984. The Value of Conserving Genetic Resources . 
Washington, D.C., National Park Service. 

Wilson, E.O., ed., 1988. Biodiversity. Washington, D.C.: National Academy 
Press. 

4.21.3 



• 

• 

• 

Biological Diversity 
Fact Sheet 22 

Planetary Maintenance Systems 

Biological Diversity Building Blocks 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

At the base of every house, school, church and skyscraper is a foundation. 
Similarly, there are building blocks that started and maintain life on our planet. 
These building blocks are not composed of cement, brick, or stone but rather of 
biological diversity. Plant and animal species comprise the very structures which 
make human life on this planet possible. No one species provides any or all of the 
elements of this foundation. Rather, they work somewhat like a set of tinker toys, 
erector sets or linkin-Iogs. If all the basic building blocks are present, in the right 
proportions and right arrangement, the remainder of the structure can be 
constructed and will remain solid. 

Photosynthesis 

Photosynthesis is a biochemical process whereby green plants use the heat energy 
of the sun to make simple sugars and oxygen out of carbon dioxide and water. In 
turn, animals breath oxygen, release carbon dioxide and store the energy, passing 
it up the food chain until it is returned to the soil for plants. Blue green algae, the 
first photosynthesizer in the evolutionary process, released oxygen into the 
atmosphere. The oxygen not only allowed for other species to live but it formed a 
protective layer of ozone around the earth that shields us from harmful ultraviolet 
rays. 

Nutrient Cycle 

The energy created in the process of photosynthesis, progresses through successive 
layers of the environment. The primary producers of this energy, the 
photosynthesizers, are consumed by secondary and tertiary consumers 
in the ecosystems. Because energy is neither created nor destroyed, the ~\Wj~;1,£ 
energy produced by the photosynthesizers makes its way to the top 
species until it inturn dies. The decomposers make the final link by 
breaking down the species and returning the energy and elements to 
the soils and waters where they will be recycled. 

Water Cycle 

As much as 97 percent of the water on earth is saltwater and of that which is 
freshwater, most is stored in an icy state. The remaining one percent of 
freshwater is circulated by the power of the sun. Plants transpire some water, some 
runs into ground water storage while the remainder runs back into the oceans. 
The flow of the water, is regulated by the vegetation. Remove the vegetation and a 
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cycle of flood, erosion, and drought will follow among other equally 
life-threatening events. 

Nitrogen Cycle 

Nitrogen is a necessary element of life. Although there is a huge store of 
atmospheric nitrogen, it is inaccessible to most creatures. Life on earth depends on 
a small bacterial algae that fixes the atmospheric nitrogen and converts it to 
ammonia. The ammonia can then be used by animals and plants to build amino 
acids and then proteins. Finally, decomposers break down the nitrogen again and 
denitri£Ying bacteria release the free nitrogen into the system. 

A significant loss of our biota in numbers or in populations would create an effect 
similar to removing the supporting structures of a building. Small scale 
illustrations of this fragility foreshadow our possible fate if we continue to allow the 
destruction of our biological diversity. 

In Etoska National Park in southern Africa, a small disturbance in the foundations 
had huge ramifications. Gravel pits, dug within the park boundaries to permit road 
construction, filled with rainwater and became stagnant and alkaline. Anthrax 
bacteria began to thrive there and wildebeest and zebra who came to the new 
watering holes sickened. These creatures became easy prey to lions and spotted 
hyenas who in turn saw a massive increased in numbers. Anthrax resistant eland 
populations and declined from the increase in lion populations while springboks, 
also anthrax-resistant, increased in numbers because of lack of competition for 
grazing habitat. A seemingly small-scale disruption turned this ecosystem upside 
down. Fortunately, the anthrax bacteria will die out and the environment will 
probably return to near normal conditions. (Durrell, 1986) But what about the 
bigger picture? Threats to our planetary blocks would create situations much more 
severe. 

Soil Loss - It can take 500 years to create just one centimeter of soil, yet improper 
conservation techniques, lack of run-off controls and wind breaks can sweep away 
that soil in less than a year. It is estimated that 13 million hectors of arable land are 
lost world-wide annually through erosion. (Durrell, 1986) 

Deforestation - The plant cover of forested areas not only creates habitat for a 
variety of species but also produces oxygen, controls erosion and regulates run-off. 
Deforestation in all countries, not just tropical rainforests may lead to global 
climate change. (Durrell, 1986) 

Pollution - Pollution refers to those substances not normally occurring in the 
environment or at high levels in the environment. Substances such as DDT, 
Dieldrin and a variety of other insecticides as well as heavy metals, aluminum 
and mercury. Species are not accustomed to the presence or levels of these 
substances and have no natural defense against them. (Durrell, 1986) 
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Eutrophication - Nitrogen, phosphorous and a variety of other elements help 
plants and animals grow. In the wrong places, however, these elements can have 
severe impacts. Fertilizer, vehicle exhaust, and sewage effluent all add large 
concentrations of these elements to the water runoff. The effects of these 
concentrated levels are algae blooms, discoloration of water, odors and diseases, 
and decreased levels of water oxygenation. (Durrell, 1986) 

.. I~ 
Desertification - A variety of factors including climate change, overworked .. I~ & 
lands, salinated lands, deforestation, altering of water tables and overgrazing ~ ··1 ." 

cause desertification. A large area of land in the tropical and subtropical .. I'U~"~ 
zones of the earth, totaling approximately 28 percent of all ice-free land, is .. I~ .. 1& 
currently threatened by desertification. (Durrell, 1986) • 

Greenhouse Effect - Increases in CO-2 caused by deforestation and the burning of 
fossil fuels create a layer around the earth that traps more heat and subsequently 
increases the earth's temperature. (Durrell, 1986) 

Genetic Erosion - Genetic material is used to discover new medicines, foods, 
products and cross-breed our crops. Maintaining our genetic erosion is an 
"insurance for our future" (Durrell, 1986) . 

Maintaining our biological diversity is paramount to maintammg a healthy 
foundation for our planet. The IUCN World Conservation Strategy's three 
objectives-to maintain the essential life support systems of the planet, to preserve 
genetic diversity, and to ensure sustainable use of species and ecosystems-provide 
a global framework from which to work to maintain our planet's foundation. 
Individual action, not just governmental action, is required. 

"Life itself controls the physical and chemical conditions of the Earth's surface, the 
atmosphere and the oceans, to make and keep them fit for living" GAIA 
Hypothesis 

References 

Durrell, Lee. 1986. State of The Ark. London: GAlA Books Limited. 

Mott, William Penn Jr. 1986. Library of the Wild. National Parks 
January/February. pp 10-11 . 

4.22.3 



• 

• 

• 

Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 23 

Restoration of Ecosystems 

By Pamela A Wright - The Ohio State University 

Sever"l hundred years of human settlement have drastically altered 
ecosystems. In some places, entire plant and animal communities within 
these ecosystems have been changed. In other areas, keystone species, those 
that playa pivotal role in regulating an entire ecosystem, has been removed 
(Johnson, 1984). Introduced species, differing land management techniques, 
over-harvesting, and habitat loss have altered ecosystems to such a degree that 
these species can no longer function in their original ecosystem. The 
restoration of these ailing ecosystems not only helps preserve our biological 
diversity but may also be necessary to maintain the health of the local 
environment. The process is however, very difficult. Ecosystem restoration is 
like taking the trampled parts of a watch and putting them back together to 
make a working watch when some of the parts are missing or lost. Failure to 
reconstruct any part of the watch, or an ecosystem correctly will cause it to 
function improperly. (Bradshaw, 1980) 

Natural Habitat Recovery 

In the western grazing lands of Montana, overgrazing by range cattle on 
stream banks is causing severe erosion. Streams deepen into gullies, water 
tables drop, surface soils dry up and ranges become parched, and the 
increased sedimentation creates habitat unsuitable for native rainbow and 
cutthroat trout. The situation is so bad that only two percent of the stream 
banks in the area still exist in their natural state. Wildlife biologist Greg 
Munther, of the U.S. Forest Service, is using a simple and inexpensive 
technique to revitalize and restore the riparian ecosystem. The solution is a 
former resident and nature's architect, the North American beaver (Castor 
canadensis). Beavers dam the streams and create soft mucky banks that are 
not susceptible to erosion. The cattle skirt the edges of the streams and find 
more lush forage in the surrounding moist meadows. These expanded 
streams create a mosaic of habitat that invites the return of other natives like 
muskrats, birds, moose, and the caddis flies, which serve as food for trout and 
other fish. 

Although this particular restoration process is relatively easy, it is not without 
its own battles. Beavers have received wide-spread bad press in the past and 
biologists must work to convince landowners that this 'nuisance animal' may 
save their range lands. Additionally, some of the stream beds where the 
beavers were to be introduced did not have the appropriate food and resources 
for dam building. Initially, biologists imported aspen trees. However, the 
industrious beaver was just as satisfied with the a later resource for building 
- old tires!! (Johnson, 1984) 
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National Park Restoration 

Restoration of ecosystems in our National Parks is not a new phenomena. The 
earliest project, in 1902, restored bison to Yellowstone National Park and 
several elk projects followed in 1913 and 1914 in a variety of parks including 
Rocky Mountain, Mesa Verde, Wind Cave and Crater Lake. 

One of the oldest restoration projects in the United States is taking place at 
Homestead National Monument in Nebraska. This restoration project, which 
was started in 1930, is concerned with prairie restoration. Complex cycles of 
plantings and periodic burnings are being used to restore the native prairie 
and remove the exotic weeds. Prairie restoration projects are fairly popular -
at least nine other parks, most of them cultural, are working to develop and 
maintain prairie vegetation. (Shelton, 1988) 

By far the largest restoration project, the restoration of redwood forests in 
Redwood National Park and surrounding lands has attracted enormous public 
attention and federal monetary support. Over 36,000 acres of land had been 
logged and the erosion from the haul roads was causing increased siltation in 
streams that was hindering spawning, raising the water table and 
threatening the park's redwoods. Congress authorized the expenditure of $33 
million over a ten to fifteen year period to help repair the damaged ecosystem. 
As of 1987, over half ofthe 220 miles of haul roads had been stabilized and the 
streams were on the road to recovery. (Shelton, 1988) 

Peregrine falcon restoration projects are underway in at least twelve parks 
from Acadia and the Great Smoky Mountains in the East to Crater Lake and 
Sequoia-Kings Canyon in the West. Two different processes are often used in 
peregrine restoration. Where peregrines have poor hatchling success, eggs 
are sometimes removed from the nest and incubated at special facilities. After 
the hatchlings are born, they are returned to their parents. In parks where 
nesting no longer occurs, peregrine young are raised by humans in hack boxes 
near ideal sites. If successful, a nesting pair can be established in about three 
years. (Shelton,1988) 

Several parks are also engaging in sea turtle restoration projects. Canaveral 
National Seashore is screening nests to protect loggerheads, greends and 
leatherbacks from marauding racoons. Nest relocation projects at Fort 
Matanzas National Monument, Cape Hatteras and Cape Lookout National 
Seashores are underway to protect turtles from maurauding predators such as 
the racoon as well as human ORV traffic. 

Ecosystem restoration projects sometimes face incredible 
challenges because of the enormous amounts of land required, and 
public opposition to species such as grizzly bears and wolves. The 
Florida panther project is an example of the loss of habitat 
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problems. The panther numbers between 20 to 50 animals in the South Florida 
area. Although Everglades National Park and Big Cypress National Preserve 
provide excellent habitat for the panthers, they do not contain enough range. 
In order to successfully restore the Florida panthers, both park lands and 
private lands must be used. While there is some opposition in the private 
sector, landowners are generally favorable to the plans. In spite of this 
cooperation, the restoration project still faces big hurdles. Biologists are 
concerned with the amount of habitat, the quality of the habitat, the size of the 
prey base, disease susceptibility, human impacts and depressed genetic 
viability due to the small numbers of creatures (Shelton, 1988). 

Prior to the restoration of a species, resource managers need to determine if 
the species was an actual native of the area and what subspecies or particular 
variety inhabitated that area. Studies need to be conducted to determine if 
adequate habitat and food are still present and if the political climate is 
favorable to the restoration. (Shelton, 1988). One such study is being conducted 
at Voyageurs National Park to determine the possibility of restoring that 
ecosystem. Three native species, the woodland caribou, elk (wapiti), and 
wolverine are absent from the parks ecosystem and several others, including 
the moose, Canada lynx, bobcat, porcupine and pine martin are less abundant 
than normal. The study suggests that a four stage process may help restore 
this ecosystem. The initial stage involves creating a mosaic of forest 
vegetation, through practices such as controlled burns. In the next two stages, 
viable populations of caribou, moose or elk would be introduced and these 
would establish food for the native carnivores. Finally, natural water 
fluctuations would be approximated in order to create and maintain the 
appropriate habitats. (Cole, 1982) 
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Biological Diversity 
Species of Socio-Cultural Significance 

Significant Others 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Species that may be considered of socio-cultural significance are those 
species that have had a special relationship with humans. Just as the 
species vary, so does the significance they have for humans. For some, 
this significance may be based on economics, while for others it may be 
based on religion, symbolism, or lifestyle. The significance varies from 
culture to culture as does the species. 

Species that are ascribed some particular socio-cultural significance often 
have strong symbolic meaning. In particular, "members of the animal 
kingdom are what fascinate and propel us, particularly those predators that 
embody aggression, pride and invincibility" (Telander, 1989, p. 15). Take 
animal mascots of sports team for example. How about the bulldogs, 
wildcats, Bengal tigers or wolves? 

One particular species retains significant importance for those of us in the 
United States - we probably all carry one with us every day in our 
pockets or in our wallets. The American bald eagle, Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus, has been the official American national symbol for over 
200 years, and for longer than that it has been held sacred by native 
Americans. We are not unique, however, in our selection of the eagle as a 
significant species. 

The eagle has been used since Paleolithic (Old Stone Age) times to 
symbolize power, courage, freedom and immortality. In many cultures 
past and present it is used as a national, military, heraldic and religious 
symbol. Babylonians, Egyptians, Russian czars and Napoleon are among 
those who held the eagle in high regard. Some native North Americans 
used the eagle as a symbol of ancestral immortality on totem poles while 
others, such as the Cherokees, allowed only approved warriors to don the 
feathers of this sacred bird. When the 'bird of freedom', was adopted as a 
national emblem on June 20, 1782, it quickly became 
popular. Today, we see the eagle used as an ornament 
on buildings or statues, perched on top of flag poles, on 
government letterheads, on coins, as an insignia on 
naval uniforms, on treaties and as the highest symbol 
for the Boy Scout organizations-the Eagle scout. 
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Other species of socio-cultural significance are those that have a long-standing 
integrated relationship with humans. These are species that humans relied on as a 
source of food, tools, clothing and economic benefits. The Alaskan Eskimo and the 
Canadian Inuit still rely on marine species as the mainstay of their culture. In the 
past, creatures such as the bowhead whale provided food, tools, weapons, clothing, 
domestic utensils and toys. These creatures were held in high regard and kills 
were regulated to ensure the perpetuation of the species. As time passed, human 
population pressure and technology changed, so has the relationship between the 
native culture and the animals. While subsistence hunting of some species is still 
allowed in limited numbers, these cultures have been forced to become less 
dependent on the species. In spite of this, these animals are still a focal point in the 
community life, they are a centerpiece of history, a source oflegends, and now an 
expression of art. 

Bears are another animal that have strong socio-cultural significance to humans. 
Bears are large, fast, and powerful and have thus captured the imagination of 
people throughout time. Most of the native peoples that lived in areas where bears 
were found included the bear in some aspect of their culture. Native cultures held 
the bear in great awe. To kill such a fast and powerful animal took great courage 
and skill. The human-like attributes of bears allowed people to feel a close kinship 
with them. In North America, certain Indian tribes referred to bears as their 
cousins, grandfathers, or brothers. Some Inuit believed that bears possessed souls. 
The bear was not only felt to be physically strong, but also thought to hold great 
spiritual powers. Some tribes believed that their shamans could turn into bears and 
take possession of their power. If killed in his bear form, the shaman would 
quickly come back to life. The Haida, a Canadian west coast Indian tribe, referred 
to bears as "the bear people." They believed that if you made fun of bears, or 
mutilated a bear after having killed it, you would be lured away by the bear people 
and become their slave. Today, many tribal bear clans still consider the bear as 
their sacred animal. (Clarkson and Sutterlin, 1983) 

Early explorers and settlers in North America were impressed by their contacts 
with bears. Much of the historical literature is riddled with accounts of sightings 
and encounters. In parks, the history of bear-human relationships has been one of 
roller coaster events. At first bears, especially the grizzly, where forced out of our 
national parks, some were even shot. Bears were also occasionally exhibited in 
side-show fashion and were publicly fed. Today, bears have regained their 
revered status and are protected in the parks and are managed in areas outside the 
parks to help ensure that they remain a part of our natural heritage. (Clarkson and 
Sutterlin, 1983) 

Just as charismatic species can provide the interpreter with a way to introduce 
concepts of biological diversity to an audience, so can a species of socio-cultural 
significance. These species provide links from the natural biological world to the 
human-centered world. 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 25 

Unmodified Natural Communities 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Each of our national parks has a unique resource base. In some parks, this 
uniqueness centers around remnant prairie lands, while in others it may 
center around dune complexes, giant redwoods, or remnant apple orchards. 
Compared to the rest of the country, those areas not protected in national parks 
or similar conservation designations-our national parks are relatively 
unmodified natural communities. 

A true unmodified natural community might be comprised of old growth 
forests or true remnant prairies. Very little of this type of unmodified habitat 
remains. There may be "long cycles of change even in 'climax' ecosystems" 
(ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

The Leopold Committee, an advisory board on wildlife management created by 
Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall in 1962, described the status of the 
national parks in the following manner . 

Many of our national parks-in fact most of them-went through periods of 
indiscriminate logging, burning, livestock grazing, hunting and predator control. 
Then they entered the park system and shifted abruptly to a regime of equally 
unnatural protection from lightning fires, from insect outbreaks, absence of natural 
controls of ungulates, and in some areas elimination of normal fluctuations in water 
levels. Exotic vertebrates, insects, plants, and plant diseases have inadvertently 
been introduced. And of course lastly there is the factor of human use-of roads and 
trampling and camp grounds and pack stock. The resultant biotic association in 
many of our parks are artifacts, pure and simple. They represent a complex ecologic 
history but they do not necessarily represent primitive America. 

Restoring the primitive scene is not done easily nor can it be done completely .... 
Yet if the goal cannot be fully achieved it can be approached. A reasonable illusion of 
primitive American could be recreated, using the utmost in skill, judgment, and 
ecologic sensitivity. This in our opinion, should be the objective of every national 
park and monument. 

(Leopold Committee) 

The National Park Service (NPS) Biological Diversity Initiative provides us 
with an opportunity to revitalize our efforts to achieve some of the very ends 
that the Leopold Committee called for. Today in our national parks we battle 
alien species, attempt to restore ecosystems, and walk the thin line between 
preservation and extinction. More than any other single federal agency in the 
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United States, the National Park Service has the capability to restore and then 
maintain relatively unmodified communities. 

These unmodified communities serve as in situ genetic reserves -natural 
systems that provide a means to preserve our future against extinctions 
(Freeman, 1986). Preservation of these unmodified communities provides all 
the benefits of the issues discussed in other fact sheets. Genetic reserves 
provide places for preserving the gene pool that is a source for knowledge 
about medicinal and economic properties of species, and provides a place for 
the preservation of species. Additionally, the parks provide a place and a 
resource that can be used to communicate to visitors about issues such as the 
value of preserving biological diversity, consumer impacts on biological 
diversity, integrated development and cultural transfer of biological diversity. 

Each park, with its own special resource base, is a storehouse for the future. 
In their relatively unmodified state, parks provides an opportunity for 
preservation and observation of the natural forces that can be found in very few 
other places. 
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Biological Diversity Fact Sheet 26 

Unique Aggregations 

Lessons From The Islands 

By John W. Hanna - The Ohio State University 

Our isolated national parks are island landscapes that share similar histories 
and fates with biologically diverse oceanic islands. Preservation and study of 
these island aggregations may provide us with insights to help maintain the 
biological diversity of our national parks. 

Unique oceanic islands, the most prominent of which are Madagascar, the 
Hawaiian Islands and the Galapagos Islands, are mini-continents that are 
living laboratories for studies of biological diversity. These island groups are 
all located a significant distance from neighboring continents and contain a 
number of diverse habitats and a hospitable climate. 

These conditions are optimal for an evolutionary process called adaptive 
radiation to occur. Individual species, through natural selection, evolve and 
diverge into a number of very different forms and behavioral patterns. If these 
forms and behaviors are distinct enough, the species evolves into a number of 
unique species that may be found nowhere else in the world. 

Madagascar 

Madagascar, a Texas-sized island 240 miles off the coast of eastern Africa, was 
described in 1771 as "the naturalist's promised land" (Mittermeier, 1988). The 
island's isolation from continental Africa created conditions where "nature 
seems to have retreated into a private sanctuary, where she could work on 
different models from any she has used elsewhere" (Mittermeier, 1988). 

Although the number of original species that survived getting 
to the island was probably very limited, adaptive radiation on 
Madagascar has progressed such that the number of endemic 
species (species found only only on this island and nowhere 
else in the world) on the island is unmatched in the rest ofthe 
world (Mittermeier, 1988). Ninety-three percent of all the 
islands primates, 43% of birds, 233 of 250 reptiles, 131 of 133 
frogs, 8 of 9 carnivores and 29 of 30 hedgehog-like terrecs are 
endemic species. Similarly in plants, 98% of all palms and 
76% of all flowering plants on the islands are endemic and 
many more species are being discovered daily . 
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Four distinct environments occur on the island: rich tropical rain forests, 
spicy deserts, dry forests and central plateaus. Adaptive radiation on the 
island has been so prolific that the lemurs (primates) have evolved to fill every 
available niche in these four environments on the island including the aye-aye, 
an arboreal lemur, a mammal with woodpecker traits (Jolly, 1988). 

The incredible biological diversity of Madagascar does not just provide 
scientists with answers to evolutionary questions, but also directly impacts our 
daily lives here in the United States. Many of the plants and animals on the 
island provide us with useful knowledge or byproducts to enhance our lives. 
The rosy periwinkle, an herb that grows only in Madagascar, provides us with 
a drug that is effective in the treatment of childhood leukemia and Hodgkin's 
disease. Over 50 wild relatives of coffee, one of our most popular beverages, are 
native only to Madagascar including a naturally caffeine-free variety. And 
while more and more species are discovered daily and uses for these species 
are uncovered, time is running out for Madagascar. (Mittermeier, 1988) 

Once largely forested, native vegetation now covers only ten percent of the 
island. Cutting forests for agriculture, firewood and charcoal has produced a 
barren eroding landscape that has caused the extinction of numerous species 
including two species of giant tortoise, the pygmy hippo, an aardvark, six 
genera and 14 species of lemur, and the elephant bird, the largest known 
terrestrial bird. 

Today, the only hope for Madagascar lies in the protection of the few 
remaining lands and the enforcement of strict management practices. One 
national park (Ranamafana) and a 600-hectare reserve, both the brainchildren 
of American scientists, have been established through work with the local 
populations. In trade for donated lands or management cooperation, the 
locals receive agricultural aid. To date, 11 nature reserves, open only to 
scientists, and 20 supplemental reserves, open only to subsistence hunting and 
fishing, have been developed using this kind of cooperation. Additional 
attempts are being made by the Madagascar government and the United 
Nations to establish a biosphere reserve to protect additional species 
(Mittermeier,1988). 

Hawaiian Islands 

The Hawaiian Islands are the largest and most isolated group of islands 
anywhere in the world. Similar to Madagascar, species that survived travel to 
the islands (colonists) prior to human discovery had "unlimited opportunities 
to adapt to the various environments available" (Howarth et aI., 1988). The 270 
original plant colonists gave rise to over 1000 species of flowering plants and 
between 300 and 400 original insect colonists gave rise to 10,000 insect species. 

4.26.2 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

To us, the Hawaiian Islands are a paradise but to the species who live there, 
the islands are anything but that. Species extinctions since humans 
discovered Hawaii have included two-thirds of all birds, all of the flightless 
birds, 50 percent of land snails and an undetermined number of insects and 
plants. Thirty percent of the remaining native flora are listed as endangered 
(Howarth et aI., 1988). 

One particular group of islands, the Leewards, part of the Hawaiian Islands 
National Wildlife Refuge, consists of small cays, sandbars and mini-islands. 
These islands provide the only nesting areas for four species of endangered 
birds, homes for the last surviving populations of Hawaiian monk seals and 
the last major nesting site of green turtles. 

Alien species threaten to erode the remaining biological diversity. Feral pigs 
root for specific native plant species, aid in spreading alien plants, increase 
erosion and create pools of standing water in which the vector for avian 
malaria breeds. Mongoose run rampant and have endangered at least eight 
native bird species, while dark-rumped petrels have been reduced drastically 
by a number of alien species. The NPS is attempting to restore the Hawaiian 
national parks to their natural state. Where alien species cannot be 
eradicated, they are harvested, or in some cases, fenced out of protected areas . 
(Wexler, 1983) 

Galapagos Islands 

The Galapagos Islands, an archipelago of Darwinian fame located off the coast 
of Ecuador, share similar characteristics with the Hawaiian Islands. 
Fortunately, human impact on these islands has not been so severe, as over 
88% of the islands are protected within national park boundaries. 

The largest single problem facing the Galapagos Islands is their vulnerability 
to alien species. Browsing and trampling by herbivorous mammals, predation 
by rats and ants, competition for habitat, and disease are some of the most 
severe threats that aliens species cause. In the Galapagos, feral goats and 
pigs, introduced as a food source for humans, eat turtle eggs and plants and 
are responsible for many plant extinctions. Feral dogs and cats eat young fur 
seals, birds, penguins and marine and land iguanas. Intensive management 
of these aliens species has removed feral goats from five of the Galapagos 
islands and feral pigs and other introduced species face a similar fate. Where 
these species can not be totally eradicated, they are harvested. Management 
like this has resulted in recovery of some native vegetation and the successful 
reintroduction of captive-bred iguanas . 
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Studies and comparisons of the management of Madagascar, the Galapagos, 
and Hawaiian Islands provide lessons to help guard against future invasions 
on the islands. The knowledge gained from study of these islands teaches us 
the devastating impacts that alien species have on the natural environment, 
and some of the successful methods used to restore these environments. 
Additionally, study of the islands teaches us that adaptive radiation and 
endemism on islanded landscapes, similar to our national parks, is restricted 
by the size of the environment and the niche diversity present in these 
landscapes. This size related information is useful for park planners to help 
them determine optimum sizes for national parks. These unique and diverse 
island environments are living laboratories that provide us with ongoing 
evidence of evolution and with valuable food and medical supplies. The 
knowledge gained from experiences on these islands aid in the development of 
the theory and practice of conservation " that will help us preserve our 
continental nature reserves as they become more fragmented" (Wexler, 1983). 
These are island lessons for our national parks. 
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Biological Diversity 

The Death of Birth 
THE PROBlEM: Man is recklessly wiping outJifeon earth 

BY EUGENE UNDEN 

B
efore Brazil's great land rush. the emerald rain forests 
of Rondonia state were an unspoiled showcase for the 
diversity of life. In this lush territory south of the Ama­
zon, there was hardly a break in the canopy of 2oo-ft.­

tall trees. and vinually every acre was alive with the cacophony 
of all kinds of insects, birds and monkeys. Then. beginning in the 
19705. came the swarms of settlers, slash.ing: and burning huge 
swaths through the forest 10 create roads. to'WtlS and :fields. They 
came to enjoy a promised land. but they have merely produced a 
network of devastation. The soil that supponed a rich rain forest 
is not well suited to corn and other crops, and most of the new­
comers can eke out only an impoverished. disease-ridden exis­
tence. In the process. they are destroying an ecosystem and the 
millions of species of plants and animals that live in it. AJl esti­
mated 20% of Rondonia's forest is gone. and at present rates of 
destruction it will be totally wiped out within 15 years. 

Around the globe, on land and in the sea. the story is much 
the same. Spurred by poveny. population growth. ill-advised pol­
icies and simple greed. humanity is at war with the plants and 
animals that share its planet. Peter Raven. director of the Mis­
souri Botanical Garden. predicts that during the next three dec-

wowa go tUrther and argue that variety is the very stuff of life. 
Life needs diversity because of the interdependencies that link 
flora and fauna. and because variation within species allows 
them to adapt to environmental challenges. But even as the 

ades man will drive an average of 100 species to extinction every 
day, Extinction is pan of evolution, but the present rate is at least 
1.000 times the pace that has prevailed since prehistory. 

Even the mass extinctions 6S million years ago that killed off 
the dinosaurs and countless other species did not significantly af~ 
feet flowering plants. according to Harvard biologist E.O. Wil­
son. But these plant species are disappearing now, and people, 
not comets or volcanoes. are the angels of destruction. Moreover, 
the earth is suffering the decline of entire ecosystems-the nurs­
eries of new life-fonns. For that reason. Wilson deems this crisis 
the "death of binh." British ecologist Norman Myers has called 
it the "greatest single setback to life's abundance and diversity 
since the fust flickerings of life almost 4 billion years ago." 

Nearly ever)' habitat is at risk. Forests in the northern hemi­
sphere have fallen to lumbering. development and acid rain. Ma­
rine ecosystems around the world arc threatened by pollution, 
overftshing and coastal development.. It is in the tropics. though. 
that the battle to preserve what scientists call biodiversity will be 
won or lost. Tropical forests cover only 7% of the eanh's surface, 
but they house between 50% and 80% of the planet's species. 

But snould people in deveioped countries care about the sur­
vivaJ of tropical species never seen outside a rain forest? Yes . 
they should. Variety is the spice oflile, goes the saying. Biologists 

conquered diseases. "1 know of three plants with the potential to 
treat AIDS." said Janzen. "One grows in an Australian rain for­
est, one in Panama and one in Costa Rica." 

world's human population expiodes. other life is ebbing from the N ature'S diversity offers many OPportuniti.es for agncul-
planet. Humanity is making a risky wager-that it does not need ture. especially now that genetic mapping and engi-
the great variety of eanh's species to survive. neering have given biotechnology firms the potential 

Despite the alann with which scientists view this trend, bio. power to improve crops by transferring genes from 
diversity has just surfaced on the world's political agenda. The wild strains. According to Wllson. biotechnology can transform 
troubles of high· profile animals such as the tiger and rhino grab a plant into a "loose·leaf notebook" from which scientists can se· 
public attention, while most people hardly see the point of wor· lect a panicular page. Among the possible results: drought- and 
rying about insects or plants. But extinction is the one environ- frost-resistant crops. and natural fertilizers and pesticides. 
mental calamity that is irreversible. As these lowly species disap-. Diversity is the raw material of eanb's wealth. but nature's 
pear unnoticed. they take with them hard·won lessons of true creativity lies in the relationships that link various crea· 
survival encoded in their genes over millions of years. tures. The coral in a reef or the orchid in a rain forest is pan ofan 

Only 1.7 million of the estimated 5 million to 30 million dif- ecosystem. a fragile. often delicately baianced conglomeration of 
ferent life-forms on earth have been cataloged. Since hundreds supports. checks and balances that integrate life-forms into func­
of thousands of species may be extinct by the year 2000. the tiorung communities. Given the complex workings of an ecosys­
world has neither the scientists nor the time to identify the yet tern. it is never clear which species. if any. are expendable. 
uncounted. "It's as though the nations of the world decided to In the tropics the crucial question is how large a forest must 
burn their libraries without bothering to see what is in them," be to sustain itself. If a park or protected area is too small to sup· 
said University of Pennsylvania biologist Daniel Janzen at the port some of its animal and plant life, the ecosystem will decline 
TIME conference. Harvard's Wilson called this profiigacy the even with protection. As yet. no one knows the minimum critical 
"folly" that future generations are least likely to forgive. size of a rain forest. but in 1979 Thomas Lovejoy. now at the 

Humanity already benefits greatly from the genetic heritage Smithsonian Institution. set up a 10-year experiment with the 
oflittie-known species. Some 15% of the pharmaceuticals in use cooperation of the Brazilian government to determine just that 
in the U.S. today contain ingredients originally derived from for the Amazon region. Among the findings: the smaller the for­
wild plants. Hidden anonymously in clumps of vegetation about I est. the faster the decline of insects. birds and mammals. 
to be bulldozed or burned might be plants with cures for still un- Biologists have identified numerous "hot spots" where eco-

Copyright 1988 The Time Inc. Magazine Company. Reprinted by permission. Time, 
January 2, 1989 . 
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systems are under attack and large numbers of unique species 
face an immediate threat of elimination. Among the troubled ar­
eas: Madagascar. where more than 90% of the original vegeta­
tion has disappeared; the monsoon forests of the Himalayan 
fOtllhills that are being denuded by villagers in search of fire· 
~, building materials and arable land: New Caledonia. 83% 
of'~ose plants occur nowhere else; the eastern slope of the An­
des': as well as forests in East Africa, peninsular Malaysia, north­
east Australia and along the Atlantic coast of Brazil. 

just as important is a concerted campaign to convince the people 
of developing countries that it is in their own long-term interest 
to preserve their environments. Wiping out forests may make 
developing nations momentarily richer, but it is botmd to pro­
duce a poorer future. 

Since less than 5% of the world's tropical forests receive any 
protection, the stage is set for mass extinctions. Many plants and 
animals are doomed. no matter what measures are taken. Some 
researchers estimate that at least 12% of 

Experience has shown the Third World that destruction of 
forests can have disastrous consequences. Forests are vital wa­
tersheds that absorb excess moisture and anchor topsoil. Defor­
estation contributed to the recent droughts in Africa and the 
devastating mud slides in Rio de Janeiro last year. In Costa Rica 
topsoil eroded from bald hills has greatly shortened the life of an 
expensive hydroelectric dam, Alvaro Umana, Costa Rica's Min-

ister of Industry, Energy and Mines. esti­
mated that the surrounding watershed 
might have been protected 20 years ago 
for a cost of $5 million. Now the govern-

the bird species in the Amazon basin, as 
well as 15% of the plants in Central and 
South America, can be counted among 
what Janzen calls the "living dead." 
Many tropical mammals and reptiles 
face only bleak survival under what 
amounts to house arrest in game parks 
and zoos. 

Why are so many species and envi­
ronments threatened? The main reason 
is that throughout the tropics. developing 
nations are struggling to feed their peo­
ples and raise cash to make payments on 
international debts. Many cotmtries are 
chopping down their forests for the sake 
of timber exports. In Central America 
forests are giving way to cattle ranches, 
which supply beef to American fast·food 
chains. The pressures on forests have led 
Janzen, who has spent 26 years strug­
gling to save Costa Rica's woodlands. to 
conclude that "everything outside parks 
will be gone. and everything inside the 
parks is threatened." 

Efforts to stop the destruction run 
into mora] as welJ as practkal obstacles. 
How can developed nations demand 
onerous debt payments and ask the debt­
ors to preserve their forests? How can 
countries worry about biodiversity when 
their people are concerned with feeding 
themselves? 

To begin with, the rich nations must 
reduce the debt burden of the poor. But 

Dividends 
From Diversity 
Few Americans realize how often 
exotic plants and animals yield unex· 
pected benefits. Some examples: 

• Squibb used the venom of the Bra­
zilian pit viper to develop Capoten, a 
drug for high blood pressure. 

• By transplanting genes from tropi· 
cal tomatoes, the NPI biotech finn in· 
creased the density of U.S. tomatoes 
2%, promising catsup manufacturers 
extra profits. 

• Scientists believe that arcelin, a 
natural protein in wild Mexican beans 
that repels insects, might protect 
some U.S. crops without poisoning soil 
and water. 

• Future newspapers may be printed 
on paper from kenaf, an African plant 
that can produce five times as much 
pulp an acre than the trees nonnally 
cut for newsprint. 
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ment must reforest the watershed at ten 
times that price. 

Halting the assault on biodiversity 
will not be easy, but there are many ac­
tions that governments can take. First, 
they should develop and suppcrt local 
scientific institutions that train profes­
sionals in conservation techniques. More 
money should flow into educational pro­
grams that alert people to the irreversible 
consequences of a loss of genetic diversi­
ty. An international, environmental ver­
sion of the Peace Corps could spread con­
servation expertise to the Third World. 

Throughout the developing nations 
there are encouraging stirrings of local 
environmental activity. In Malaysia 
blowgtm-armed Penan tribesmen have 
joined forces with environmentalists in 
an effort to stop rampant logging. And in 
Brazil. which has some 500 conservation 
organizations. environmentalist Jose Pe­
dro de Oliveira Costa organized a coali­
tion of legislators. conservationists, in­
dustrialists and media barons to stir 
public support to preserve Brazil's re­
maining Atlantic forests. "The threats to 
the forests remain." said Costa, "but now 
at least there is a network in place to 
scream when a threat arises." 

But environmental protection must 

• 
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make economic sense. and development must go hand in hand 
with preservation. Development should be sustainable. meaning 
that it should use up resources no faster than they can be regen. 
erated by nature. Governments and private firms should orga­
nize projects to show that forests can be used without being oblit­
erated. If trees are cut selectively. forests can yield profits and 
survive to produce more money in the future. Another way to 
harvest cash from forests and other habitats is to set up tours and 
safaris to attract animal lovers and photography buffs. Long a 
moneymaker in Africa and the Galapagos Islands. this "ecotour -' 
ism" is spreading to such places as Costa Rica. 

For sustainable development to work, observed Paulo No~ 
gueira~Neto. environmental adviser to the Brazilian Ministry of 
Culture. governments will have to devise comprehensive national 
zoning plans so that their countries can achieve the right mix of 
preservation and economic growth. Local residents can be encour~ 
aged to earn a livelihood in the more robust areas, while habitats 
that are fragile can be protected. Sustainable development can pro­
ceed. noted Kenneth Piddington, director of the environmental de-

4.27.3 

partment of the World Bank, "right up to a park's boundary," 
Financial as well as political leverage can be used in the 

cause of preservation. Governments should force local lending 
institutions to review the environmental consequences of pro· 
posed loans. No bank, for example, should be allowed to lend a 
company money to set up a cattle ranch if the operation would 
destroy too large a section of an endangered forest. 

Finally, the unfortunate reality is that many habitats are not 
going to be saved. To prevent the genetic legacy of those areas 
from being extinguished. as many species as possible should be 
preserved in zoos, botanical gardens and other "gene banks." 
There. scientists can study a small percentage of threatened or· 
ganisms and have the options of later returning them to the wild 
or transplanting some of their genes into other species. 

But the best place to preserve the earth's biodiversity is in the 
ecosystems that gave rlse to it. Man must abandon the belief that 
the natural order is mere stuff to be managed and domesticated, 
and accept that humans. like other creatures, depend on a web of 
life that must be disturbed as little as possible. • 



Biological Diversity 

Back from the Brink 
by David S. WUcove 

I N TIiE TOWN ofMio, Michigan, stands a mon­
ument to the Kirtland's warbler, a ten-foot trib­

ute to a six-inch bird, The Kirtland's warbler is one 
of the world's rarest birds, so rate in fact that every 
one of them could probably perch on the monu­
ment and still leave room for a pigeon or twO. 

Mio is a good place to begin pondering the com­
plexities of saving endangered species. From the 
center of toWn it's only a short drive to the pine 
ba= where the warblers live. A number of years 
ago some friends and I went there for the sole pur­
pose of seeing • bona fid< Kirtland's warbler in the 
wild. 

.,,--. You _10 be -..en YOU want1Mm 
10 _ ancItrap .. Into obItvton? _ We're 

• ,4: ~ 10 be the animals, 10 ..... gel 
back out _ ancI oct II_ tH" 

We Stood along a dirt road, six bird watchers 
scanning an almost endless expanse of young jade 
pines, each one no bigger than a Christmas tree. 
From somewhere in the midst of the pines came a 
loud, cheerful song that seemed curiously out of 
place in such a bleak landscape. We waited impa­
tiently as the sound drew closer, until the songster, 
a blue-gray and yellow Kirtland's warbler, was visi­
ble. It flitted from tree to tree, hunting inJects, not 
at all concerned about our presence. 

We on the other hand were very concerned 
about its presence, for the Kirtland's warbler is one 
of a growing number of species whose sutvival--ro 
borrow a phrase from Tennessee William&-<le­
ponds upon the kindness of strangers. Th ... birds 
nest solely in Stands of young jack pines that are not 
too closely packed. Consequently, any single stand 
is acceptable habitat for only a few years. As the 
trees mature, the warblers abandon the site. Today, 
fedetal and state officials are selectivelY burning 
and curting older stands of jack pine to create new 
habitat for the warblers. They are also trapping and 
removing abundant brown-headed cowbirds, 
which parasitize the warblers' nests. 

THERE IS A POPULAR misconception about 
saving endangered species-that it's always a 

"hands-on, high-tech» business. Perhaps because 
the popular media delights in showing us scenes of 
scientists placing radio collars on Florida panthers 
or of helicopters transporting whooping crane eggs 
from the wilds of normwest Canada to incubators 
in Maryland, we have come to view the recovery of 
endangered species as a technological challenge. In 
fact, moSt imperiled species are saved by the 
straightforward expediency of protecting their hab­
itat. In this respect, species like the Kirtland's 
warbler or the whooping crane represent a minority 
of the planet's growing toSter of endangered species; 
the Devi!'s Hole pupfish is more typical. 

To the best of our knowledge, this tiny fish has 
never occurred anywhere else but in a single spring .. 

Copyright 1987 The Nature Conservancy. Reprinted with permission from The Nature 
Couseryancy News (now The Nature Con<!ef\TllllC)1 Magazine), VoL 37, No.3. 
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fed pool in the Ash Meadows oasis of the Mojave 
Desert. When an agricultural operation began 
pumping groundwater out of Ash Meadows. it 
appeared as though the pupfish might be Wiped out. 
furtunately. a Supreme Court decision established 
a minimum allowable water level for the pool. and 
the oasis itself is now protected as a national wild­
life refuge (thanks in large part to The Nature Con­
servancy). Although the Devil's Hole pupfish will 
never be a common species, it is now as secure as 
r.ature apparenuy intended it to be. And the only 
"high-tech" involved in saving this species was 
fowad in the word processors on which the various 
legal documents were drafted. 

Regardless of the steps involved. saving endan­
gered species is no easy task. The recipe for success 
calls for scientific knowledge and liberal infusions 
of time and money. Moreover. the list of species in 
need of help is constantly growing. and the failures 
usually outnumber the '" 'Ccesses So why do we 
bother? A good question. and not an easy one to 
answer. 

One could answer with the litany of reasons usu­
ally given for saving an, species-potential benefits 
to medicine. wiculture. and industry. ethical con­
siderations. and so forth-but to do so would miss 
the point of the question. fur when we talk about 
"recovering" an endangered species, we are imply .. 
ing the restoration of a healthy population in the 
wild. In other words. an aviary full of Kirtland's 
warblers. loudly singing and busily reproducing. 
would not constitute a "recovery" of this spe­
cie&-not so long as the Michigan pine barrens har­
bor so few of them. At. issue is not the value of a 
species per se. but rather the value of actively restor­
ing and perpetuating a species in its natural habitat. 
In this context I can think of a number of reasons to 
recover endangered· species. 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES play important eco­
logical roles. Plants and animals do not live 

their lives in isolation; rather they form interacting 
assemblages of specie&-"communities" in the pat­
lance of ecologists. The loss or endangerment of 
one species often affects other members of the com­
munity as well. Perhaps this point is most obvious 
to those of us who have spent a lot of time in the 
eastern United States. At one time or another I 
have lived in New York. Connecticut. New Jersey. 
Virginia. and Maryland. In all of these states. 
white-tailed deer are ubiquitous. in part because 
their natural predato~rincipally the panther 
and gray wolf-were exterminated long ago. Not so 
in northeastern Minnesota. where a remnant popu­
lation of gray wolves persists. protected under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Wolves selectively remove the sick. the old. and 
the unlucky from prey populations. I have won­
dered how a MinnesOta deer herd inight differ from 
one in New Jersey as a result of the natural selection 
imposed by wolf predation. And what about the 
plants? With wolves preying on the deer. is there 
less of a browse line in the Minnesota forests? Do 
the edible seedlings have a higher survival rate be­
cause there are fewer deer to munch on them? 1 
have no delusions that we could ever bring wolves 
back to crowded states like New Jersey or Connecti­
cut. But I wish the Minnesota wolves well. And I 
suspect both the deer and the forests of Minnesota 
are better off with them than without them. 

D ECOVERlNG endangered species often 
.l'-produces unintended benefits for other spe­
cies. Because most species become imperiled 
through habitat desrruction or degradation. "re­
covery" typically involves saving whatever suitable 
habitat is left. or repairing the damage that has al­
ready been done. Other plants and animals that 
share the habitat with the endangered species be­
come the incidental benefiCiaries of the recovery 
program. 

Consider Pendleton Island. a Conservancy pre­
serve on the Clinch River in southwestern Virgin­
ia. Here the riffles. pools. and shoals surrounding 
the three wooded isles collectively called Pen­
dleton Island harbor nine species of globally endan­
gered and federally protected mussels. These mus­
sels. members of the family UrUonidae. are among 
the most sensitive of all aquatic organisms to water 



pollution. In other parts of their ranges, they have 
fallen victim to dams, river channelization proj­
ects, siltation from coal mines, and indusrrial and 
agricultural pollutants. If the state of Virginia and 
the Conservancy succeed in protecting the water 
quality around Pendleton Island (no easy task, of 
course), they will preserve not only the federally 
listed mussels but 36 other mollusk species (11 of 
which are candidates for federal protection) as well 
as countless species of turtles, fishes, insects, and 
crustaceans. The vast majority of these other spe­
cies are not endangered--not to the extent the 
mussels are, at any rate-but their aggregQte pres­
ence certainly is, for undammed, unsilted, unpollu­
ted stretches of southern Appalachian rivers are few 
and far between. 

Perhaps there is even a moral here. Without its 
endangered mussels, a place like Pendleton Island 
would receive none of the protection it now enjoys; 
The entire aquatic community has benefited from 
its weakest links. Like the kid off the bench who 
drives in the winning run, it's the classic "under­
dog-saves-the day" story. 

A N ARGUMENT occasionally given for not re­
.nstoring endangered species is that they are 
unfit, poorly designed, and dying relicts of some by­
gone era. Of course the reasoning is a tautology, but 
because it is couched in pseudo-scientific jargon, 
bortOwing Darwinian terms, it somehow seems 
plausible. In fact, endangered species are an ir­
replaceable source of insights about the ecological 
and evolutionary forces that have crafted the bio­
logical diversiry of this planet over the past three­
and-a-halfbillion years. Nowhere is this point more 
obvious than in the Hawaiian Islands. 
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The species at issue are all members of the Ha­
waiian honeycreeper family, a group of closely re­
lated birds found only in the Hawaiian Islands. To 
look at them, one would never guess they were all 
relatively recent descendants from a single com­
mon ancestor, so different are their appearances. 
Some have stout, seed-cracking bills of the sort usu­
ally found on cardinals and grosbeaks. Others sport 
long, decurved bills suitable for probing deep with­
in flower blossoms. And still others have shorter, 
slender bills reminiscent of wood warblers, or stout, 
hooked ones like panots. To a biologist, these little 
birds are an endless source of riddles. How did so 
many species evolve from a single ancestor in the 
space of only a few million years? Where did the 
"original" honeycreeper come from, and what did it 
look like? How do the various species differ in be­
havior? Why are some species found on particular 
islands and absent from others? And on and on­
questions to last many lifetimes. 

Unfortunately, in addition to their ancestry, an­
other thing the honeycreepers have in common is a 
poor relationship with humans. Of the 45 or so 
species known to science, at least 18 were extermi­
nated by Polynesian settlers who, upon arriving 
about 1,500 years ago, cleared the lowland forests 
and brought with them rats, dogs, and pigs. Euro­
peans landing in 1778 cleared still more of the na­
tive forests and introduced goats, cartle, mongoose, 
more pigs, additional rats, and other mammals to 
the islands. They also brought with them birds in­
fected with avian malaria-a disease to which the 
native birds are very susceptible-as well as mos­
quitos that spread the malady. At least eight more 
species of honeycreepers have vanished since the 
arrival of European settlers, and most of the 
remaining ones are now on the official federal list of 
"Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants." 

The bright side to this story is the continuing ef­
forts by federal agencies and private organizations 
to safeguard and restore the critical habitats of the 
surviving species. Through its Endangered Hawai­
ian Forest Bird Project, for example, The Nature 
Conservancy has protected the habitat for 14 of the 
islands' imperiled forest bird species, among them 
ten honeycreepers. Few conservation endeavors are 
more worthy of support. The wHd honeycreepers, 
feeding, singing, fighting, nesting-simply liv­
ing-within the irreplaceable forests of Hawaii 
have many more secrets to reveal. No collection of 
caged or stuffed honeycreepers, no honeycreeper 
paintings or historical accounts, could tell us as 
much. 
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A ND FINALLY, there is the macterofhisrorical 
value. As Aida Leopold once observed, civili­

zations are very much the products of the natural 
world upon which they are built. The settling of the 
American West may have been fueled by people's 
desires for independence and personal fortune, but 
the people rhemselves were fueled by rhe bison, an­
telope, and prairie chickens they ate along the way. 
If the Midwest boasts the best fannland in this 
country, it is rhe legacy of countless generations of 
prairie plants that enriched the soil--plants now 
largely restricted to abandoned cemeteries, railroa 
rights-of-way, and a handful of small preserves. 

I have never understood why, as a nation, we are 
so willing to protect and preserve the human arti­
facts of our civilization, yet so reluctant to extend a 
similar concern to the natural anifacts. Recently, 
Americans spent hundreds of millions of dollars to 
restore the Statue of Libetry, and when rhe work 
was finished, we celebrated the event wirh fire­
works. parades, and speeches. Few people, I dare 
say, would argue that the money was not well spent, 
or that we should have done anything less than ev­
erything to restore rhe statue. I only wish we could 
muster a similar enrhusiasm for reestablishing rhe 
greater prairie chicken, green-blossom pearly 
mussel. red wolf, Florida toneya, and hundreds of 
other endangered species in rhis country. 

One autumn day in 1984, at a time when rhe 
Statue of Libeny was still enshrouded in scaffold­
ing, a friend and I set out in search of California 
condors. Leaving Los Angeles in rhe predawn 
hours, we traveled noM into rhe mountains, to an 
overlook at rhe edge oELos Padres National rorest. 
As rhe sun warmed rhe land, creating invisible air 
currents, rhe birds of prey began to appear. A 
prairie falcon flashed by, sliCing rhe air with its 
powerful, angular wings. Two red-tailed hawks flew 
overhead, followed by a golden eagle. We waited 
and watched. 

From out of nowhere th~ condor materialized. 
Passing along the side of rhe mouneain, the great 
bird sailed out actoss the valley. Now this ancient 
bird, one whose ancestors picked the bones of 
mastodons mired in the La Brea tar pits, is fading 
from sight. Today, the condor is extinct in the wild, 
and only 27 survive in zoos, where plans exist to 
breed them and release rheir progeny. When and if 
rhe condors return to rhe mountairu:, I suppose 
there will be no fireworks, no parades, nc'speeches. 
There should be . 
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Biological Diversity 
Why Save Diversity ? 

By G. Jon Roush 

The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to protect American's natural diversity by finding and 
protecting rare and threatened habitats, natural areas, and natural features. Why is it important to do 
so? What difference does it really make if we hasten the processes of extinction and lose some species 
of clam, or if we plow the last remaining example of a kind of prairie? 

The reasons for protecting natural diversity are complex, and not everyone agrees in each instance) 
but everyone should be able to agree on four basic premises, anyone of which makes the preservation 
of natural diversity an imperative of the most serious order. The four premises are these: diversiry 
promotes the stability of ecosystems, diversity increases the possibility of future benefits, diversity is a 
source of human delight, and protecting diversity is an ethical necessity. 

Diversity and Stability 

What's the use of alligators? For ages, alligators have snoozed, bred, and fed in IIgater holes," large 
depressions scooped out of the ground by the alligator, which fill with water to form permanent pools. 
Each of these pools houses its own world of algae, ferns and other plants, fish and amphibians, some 
of them nourished by droppings and bits of food left by the alligator. In dry years these gator holes 
and trails between them form the only sanctuary for many of the everglades' creatures, which will move 
out again to repopulate the area when the rains return. Near the gator hole itself, the female alligator 
makes a large nest of sticks and mud every year, and over the years, these nests can build up to form dry 
islands, supporting trees that provide nesting places for herons and other birds. Although the gator at 
the bottom of the tree may eat an occasional chick, it is also an unwitting sentinel, keeping 
tree-climbing predators away. 

When the alligators themselves feel prey to man's whim to have shoes and handbags made from their 
hides, this ancient arrangement wasupset. Gator holes filled in and dried up, no longer serving as 
centers of life. The area's hydrology suffered, and the whole system was weakened. Meanwhile, 
fishermen complained that fishing in the Everglades was not what it used to be. Bass and other sport 
fish were being devoured by spotted gar fish, whose numbers were increasing every year. What had 
been keeping the gar in check? Its natural predator, the alligator. 

It is the diversity of the Everglades system that holds it together and sustains it through lean years. 
Remove any element of that diversity, and the system may be wakened. Remove a key element like the 
alligator, and the system falters disastrously. 

A stable ecosystem is one that can withstand changes without going haywire. Diversified ecosystems 
tend to have many overlapping systems of checks and balances so that the system as a whole is buffered 
against the impact of any particular change. When American farmers a hundred years ago replaced 
diverse native prairies with vast monocultures of single species of corn and grain, they helped set the 
stage for the dust bowl of the 1930s. In parts of the Midwest it was only the remnant areas of diverse 
natural prairie land that kept any soil intact during that terrible drought. 

Copyright 1977 The Nature Conservancy. Reprinted with permission from The Nature 
COnselYanCV News (now The Nature Conservancy Magazine), Winter edition. 
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Indeed, the reduction of diversity is almost always expensive. When we spray a neighborhood for 
mosquitoes, for example, killing or driving away many of the mosquitoes' natural predators and 
breeding a race of mosquitoes resistant to the insecticide, we have set ourselves up as the perpetual 
guardians of that area, responsible for expending out time, money, and ingenuity to keep the 
mosquitoes down and the system going. We are driven by the well-grounded fear that if we ever let our 
guard down -- now that the natural mosquito controls have been reduced -- the mosquitoes will return 
tenfold and more savage than ever. 

But if we are ever to reestablish health in systems that we have impoverished, we will need a reservoir of 
genetic resources to draw on. Once extinct, a species cannot be re-created. Consequently, The Nature 
Conservancy devotes much of its effort to protecting species and ecosystems that are rare and 
endangered. although an area oar endangered species habitat may not be particularly diverse by 
itself, it protects a part of the future diversity of the planet. 

Diversity and Future Benefits 

France's finest grapes grow on root stocks imported from America. This root stock produces its own 
grape that is inferior for eating or wine making and Americans were in the process of eradicating it 
when a virulent rust attacked the roots of native vines in Europe. the American stock was found to resist 
this rust, and so the European vines were grafted onto it, saving the European wine industry. 

Such ecological rescues are not unusual, nor are the discoveries of totally new possibilities. The 
potential utility of living species is so great that the U.S. Department of Agriculture has established a 
separate unit, the Medicinal Plant Resources Laboratory, to identify new, useful plant substances. For 
example, some species of the Ethiopian plant genus May tenus produce substances called 
maytensines, which show promise for the treatment of cancer. Unfortunately, the Ethiopian plants 
produce this substance in such minute quantities that researchers had trouble collecting enough for 
experimentation. They searched for another species that might produce maytensines in more 
quantity, and they found it in Kenya, in a rare plant that happened to be protected in a forest preserve. 
Now the tests could be continued, and they were more promising than ever, but still a more productive 
source of maytensines had to be found. Once again a forest reserve yielded the right plant, but in 
South Africa. 1bis time the plant was of the closely related genus Putterlikin , again rare but a better 
producer of maytensines. This species, which the world would never have missed if it had become 
extinct five year ago is now a major target for conservation. 

Usually the easiest, most efficient, and surest way to conserve a species is to preserve its habitat. In 
fact, it is most useful to preserve a diverse set of habitats to accommodate variations within species and 
evolution of new species. 

For example, a family of Hawaiian birds known as the Honeycreepers (Drepanididae), contained 22 
distinct species when Europeans began to settle the islands in the early 19th Century. Some looked like 
finches, others like woodpeckers, warblers, or parrots. All of these species were apparently descended 
from one common species, a finch-like bird that arrived in the islands about a million years ago. Each 
descendant species found its own ecological niche on the islands. Each adapted to a particuiarhabitat 
with distinct food and territory, permitting all the final species to get the most from the islands with 
minimal competition among themselves. 

Moreover, two or more ecosystems can interact with each other to support diversity, even when they 
are not physically connected. Studies of islands have shown that the species count on any island is 
related to its distance from other islands or mainland. The closer two island ecosystems are to each 
other, the more the migration of species from one island to the other, the slower the extinction rates, 
and the greater the diverSity . 
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In fact, natural diversity of any sort tends to further species diversity. Protect a representative array of 
ecosystems, and you have dramatically improved the chances of all the species that inhabit them. The 
undeniable yet unpredictable utility of living species is sufficient grounds for mankind's caring about 
such things, for a species is truly "useless" only when it is extinct. 

Diversity and the Quality of Life 

It is reasonable to assume that the capacity to enjoy natural diversity is innate in every human being, 
that indeed every human being has a genuine need for natural diversity, and that to be deprived of that 
diversity pains even the staunchest lover of cities, consciously or unconsciously. 

Early man evolved in a diversified savannah-forest habitat. AI; many anthropologists have pointed 
out, the evolution of Homo sapiens required the prior appearance of plants that produce seeds, with 
their concentrated food value to fuel the high metabolism of mammals, especially primates, with 
energy-consuming brains. Early man, who fed on seed-feeders and eventually learned to cultivate 
seed-bearing plants himself, was especially fit for and predisposed to live in the diversified 
environment at the edge between forest and grassland. That predisposition lives on in modern man. 
When our forefathers, for example, moved west into the American wilderness, they made clearings in 
the forest and planted trees on the plains, as if re-creating our original habitat. 

In other words, we may have good genetic reasons for liking a field of grasses and wildflowers, for 
preferring the biologically diversified habitat that nourished and protected us as a species and 
provided the earliest arena for the exercise of our physical and mental flexibility. Today any natural 
place that people call beautiful is almost certain to be a diversified, healthy ecosystem, whether it be a 
marsh, a tallgrass prairie, a desert, or an alpine meadow. Variety does seem to be the spice of life. 

Probably the more complex human civilization becomes, the more diverse the set of natural resources 
needed to sustain it. Unfortunately this need is often hidden, because we see only the products 
manufactured from those resources. Yet even if we could substitute a totally artificial environment for 
the natural one, something would be missing. What would it be like to adapt totally to the products of 
other human minds? For most of us it would be a nightmare, because we need to perceive a 
permanent, autonomous reality of which we are a part. As one of Berthold Brecht's characters put it, 
"We city-dwellers get dazed from never seeing anything but use-objects; ... trees, .... at any rate, have 
something independent about them outside myself." Anyone who has felt a mountain's indifference to 
human events will understand those words. It is as if our awareness of our very dispensability reassures 
us that the basis of being is itself firm and real. Such reassurance depends on the presence of natural 
diversity, which manifests the complexity and mystery of natural reality. 

We build great libraries to house the diverse elements of our cultural heritage; why not do the same for 
the elements of our natural heritage? Not everyone would avail himself of the opportunity, just as not 
everyone uses libraries. But those who did would be enriched. Only by directly experiencing an 
ongoing culture can one become part of it, and only by directly experiencing diversified nature can 
one sense one's own peculiar fitness in it. Fortunately, in most of us the impulse toward diversity seems 
to be still strong. When people talk about going to "the country" for vacation, they do not mean simply 
getting out of town; they mean finding more version of diversity. A corn field is "natural" and out of 
town, but it is also fairly monotonous and hardly anyone vacations there. 

For reasons of their own sanity and well being, people need a holistic, organic perception of their 
milieu and their place in it. Prolonged monotony of any sort produces neurosis, for which cultural and 
natural diversity are the only effective buffers. 
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The Ethics of Diversity 

Even if natural diversity could be shown to have nothing to do with sustaining life on earth, even if we 
could identify certain species as once and for all useless to us, and even if we decide that we have no 
inner need for the presence of diversity, we would still have an ethical problem to face before we could 
countenance the reduction of natural diversity. 

As a natural species, Homo sapiens is under the same ecological constraints as any other species. If we 
ignore the ecological facts of life and really try to act as if we had I'conqueredll nature, sooner or later 
nature will get even, because no human is tha.t smart. OUf best strategy with nature is to adopt the 
attitude of humility and respect. That is the message of the Land Ethic. That attitude allows us both to 
be true to ourselves as natural creatures in a natural environment and to exercise human, rational 
choice in the most prudent way. "In short," says Aldo Leopold, "a land ethic changes the role of Homo 
sapiens from conqueror of the land-community to plain member and citizen of it. It implies respect 
for his fellow member, and also respect for the community as such." 

A workable land ethic calls for a serious commitment. It requires that we understand the consequences 
of our actions for other living things, that we accept responsibility for them, and that before we 
intervene in the functioning of an ecosystem we make sure we have adequate justification. It further 
requires, as Leopold also pointed out, that we acknowledge the right of other species to continue their 
existence, "and, at least in spots, their continued existence in a natural state." 

Of course someone could argue that ethics only apply to people. Nevertheless, because the web of 
diversity connects us all, the ethical problem persists. If a farmer drains a marsh in order to replace its 
abundant diversity with a monocultural empire of soybeans, then quite possibly he has done me some 
ecological harm. I am entitled to ask by what right he does so and why his rights should supersede mine 
in this case. If, in addition, the soybean industry happens to cause the extinction of a species or two) it 
has denied the rest of us an irreplaceable geneticresource. The obliteration of an element of diversity 
can be a violation of the rights of a great many people. 

What is more, the rights that are violated are not ours alone but those of future generations as well. It is 
not easy to describe the extent of our obligation to posterity, and the whole question can get buried 
under a mountain of probabilities and "what ifs. U What should we save? What will future generations 
need or want? What would they miss? How much will they want it, so that we know how much we should 
be willing to sacrifice in order to save it? On the other hand, what if they will not deserve Our 
beneficence? They may be a pack of wastrels themselves, or a race of technocratic automations, or 
extinct. 

The best we can do in the face of the uncertainties of the future is to recall the land ethic, summon up 
our humility and respect, and like Leopold's tinkerer who does not understand the machine he is trying 
to fix, save all the pieces. In fact what is likely to happen is what has always happened. We will save 
what we love, partly because we want the things we love to endure and partly because we assume that Our 
children will be like us and will love the things we value too. In preserving natural diversity, we are 
preserving options, the full spectrum of present possibilities, in case one Or another is important to 
someone later. And we are preserving chances for future evolution as yet unrevealed, including 
perhaps those of Homo sapiens. We have inherited a world of extraordinary variety and complexity in 
which people have survived and flourished for eons. If we love that kind of world, we have no choice 
but to try to preserve its diversity . 
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Biological Diversity 
DRAINING 

TIlE 
GENE POOL 

Animals that appear to be thriving 
may be facing genetic trouble 

By Richard Wolkomir 

I
F YOU can stand the din, visit copy of those few survivors' genes. Any result, today's seals may lack built-in 
California's coastal islands new disease, parasite. or change in eli· adaptability to environmental change. 
when the elephant seals are mat- mate that proves fatal to one seal may Species by the hundreds are now 
ing. You will sec a species almost be fatal to aiL passing through such genetic bottle-
literally returned from the dead. Genes-microscopic specks in the necks. Hundreds more arc disap· 

Bull seals are bulbous-nosed giants, nudeus of every living cell-are the ar- pearing altogether. Biologists worry 
often as big as pickup trucks. They biters of heredity. One arrangement of that, with all these withdrawals from 

• 

lunge and roar as they protect theirhar- genes beaded along a threadlike chro- the biosphere's "gene pool:' evolution • 
ems from rivals. A visitor who sees- mosome spells "raccoon:' another itself may be impoverished. As T. N. 
and hears-them bellow by the thou- spells "blueberry." Changes in a few Khoshoo, director of India's National 
sands finds it hard to believe that, by genes may mean a raccoon with larger Botanical Research Institute. recently 
1900. the elephant seal had been paws. smaller paws, or hairier paws. By put it: "Gene erosion is very dangerous 
hunted almost to extinction. lust one changing such traits, down to whisker because genetic diversity is the ba\.:k-
group remained, fewer than 50, on a re- length or the precise tint of a feather, bone of evolution." 
mote Mexican island. genes determine how well a creature He is not the only worrier. In fact, loss 

Protected, the seals rebounded. will cope with life's changes. of genetic diversity has become an in-
Those few survivors, reproducing Each animal gets half its genes from ternational issue. 
among themselves, generated the thou- its mother, half from its father. Usually, In 1981, the U.S. Department of State 
sands of seals basking in the Pacific different types of genes are mixed and the U.S. Agency for International 
sunshine today. Conservationists throughout a breeding group like rai- Development sponsored a conference 
should be delighted, and they are. sins in a cake. If a rare gene becomes on genetic diversity, attended by sci en-

But they also are worried. What necessary for species survival in re- lists from many countries. There, the 
troubles them about the elephant seals sponse to environmental change, that researchers made a startling predic­
is a danger facing more and marc spe- gene will become more common in future tion: at today's pace of habitat destruc­
cies: loss of genetic diversit)( In fact, ge- generations due to natural selection. In tion, a million more specie~-plants, 
netics is fast becoming a major concern this way, genetic diversity helps species animals, insects, fish. birds-will be-
in wildlife lTlanagement, and the ele- "dapt to new conditions and survive, come-extinct within 20 years. 
phant seal shows why. As Christine The elephant sculs' problem begun One speaker quoted Harvard ento-
Schonewald-Cox, a National Park Scr- when they dwindled to only "bout 50 mologist Edward 0. Wilson: "The one 
vice zoologist, puts it: "Even though the individuals. That created a "genetic process ongoing in the 1980s that will 
elephant seals are apparently thriving, bottleneck" as the seals inbred, rei a- take millions of years to correct is the 
their survival is not insured," tives mating. With nO "new blood," they loss of genetic and species diversity by 

Despite rippling muscles, the ani- could pass on only a limited array of the destruction of natural habitats. 
mals have a weakness: thcy are too genes to their pups. And their pllP~, in This is the folly our descendants an: 
much alike, The reason for this is that turn, could pass on only the !:iame lim- least likdy to forgive us." 
each seal's genes are virtually a carbon ited set of genes to tilejroffspring, As a Such" loss will be more than acs-

Copyright 1983 by the National Wildlife Federation. Reprinted from the OctJNov 1983 
issue of National Wildlife magazine. • 
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thetie, the scientists stressed. What if, 
for example, the wild anccstors of our 
cultivatcd crops had vanished? Thcn, if 
a blight obliterated our grains or leg­
umes, which are even morc genetica!!y 
uniform than elephant seals, we would 
have no hardy stocks to tap for rebreed­
ing. To prevent such disasters, coun­
tries around the world are building 
large "gene banks" where seeds of im­
portant plants are kept frozen in readi­
ness for future use. As Undersecretarv 
of State lames Buckley noted at thc cori'­
fercnce, 40 percent of our medicines 
now come from wild plants and ani­
mals. So, it is feared that allowing spe­
cies to die could deprive humankind of 
med ici nes not yet discovered. 

"What might be the impact of the de­
struction of Brazilian rain forests on 
the production of wheat in Kansas 
some 50 or 100 years from now?" asked 
Buckley, His answer: "We don't know." 

What wildlife managers do know is 
that genetic diversity is a key to species 
survival. "It's important because the 
environment is always changing," says 
Steven Chambers, a biologist at the U.S, 
Fish and Wildlife Service's Office of 
Endangered Species. "If the environ­
ment changes gradually, and the species 
has enough variation in its genes, the 
species can adapt-otherwise, it may 
die out." 

Chambers cites the Anopheles mos­
quito, which received an environmen­
tal shock in the 1950s-the advent of 
the insecticide dieldrin. "At first, diel­
drin was an effective insecticide on 
these mosquitoes," says Chambers. But 
some mosquitoes carried dieldrin-resist­
ant genes, They passed their resistance 
to their offspring. Eventually, through 
this process of natural selection, many 
populations of the species became re­
sistant to the insecticidc. Thus, a" odd 
gene enabled these mosquitoes to side­
step environmental calamity. 

Or consider the robin, rar more nu­
merous in North America today than it 
was before European colonists 
chopped down the forests. It is conceiv-

able that variants in the robin gene pool 
helped the birds adapt to a deforested 
landscape, 

As the Park Services Christine 
Schonewald-Cox observes, thc kind of 
inbreeding that was forced on the ele­
phant seals by their near~extcrmination 
is risky even if the environment is sta­
ble. That is because all species carry de­
structive genes, just as humans have la­
tent genes for such disorders as cystic 
fibrosis, "By not breeding with rela­
tions, species kcep those genes reccs­
sive," she says, "But if the population 
becomes genetically uniform because 
of inbreeding, these deadly things will 
come out-it's like hemophilia in the 
royal families of Europe." 

For biologists wOl'king with the 
world's troublcd species-the Califor­
nia condor, the percgrine falcon, the 
snow leopard-genetics offers informa­
tion of unprccedented precision on the 
species they manage. The price is added 
complexity, requiring a sophisticated 
understanding of gene transactions, 

Schonewald-Cox cites the Pacific 
coast's remaining elk populations, with 
which she works. "In a small group the 
dominant male will mate with the most 
females, making most of the offsp"ing 
half brothers and sisters:' she says, Fe­
males, the first to mature sexually, are 
apt to mate with their fathers, Latcr 
they mate with their half brothers. The 
result is intcnse inbreeding. 

Some of California's rare tule elk suf­
fer from short lower iaws. which im­
pedes feeding. SchOl;ewald-Cox sus­
pects this may be an unwelcome effect 
of inbreeding that arose because the bi­
ologists who established the herd 
started with too few individuals. 

As biologists learn more about the 
transmission of part icuJar genes in par­
ticular species, they hope to reduce the 
number of such mistakcs. Aiding them 
is the extreme precision of new genetic 
tcsts. For example, a team hcaded bv 
marine mammal biolugist Burney L~ 
Beour, of t he University of Cali fornia in 
Santa Cruz, used advanced blood tests 
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to determine that elephant seals have 
too little genetic variation. One test, 
known as "electrophoresis," separates 
for identification the different protcins 
in an animal's blood. (Proteins are the 
building blocks of life that are con­
structed from the genes' DNA code.) 
Another test, "karyotyping," enables bi­
ologists to make direct comparisons of 
the threadlike, gene-bearing chromo­
somes found in various living cells. 

How might wildlife managers use 
such information? 

Electrophoresis has shown, for exam­
ple, that elk in Washington's Olympic 
Peninsula are genetically different 
from elk in eastern Washington, Ore­
gon, or British Columbia. As zoologists 
study the elk further, it could turn out 
that one herd in one part of the country 
has an enzyme for digesting a particu­
lar local grass that elk from a distant 
site lack. Thus, where sometimes aug­
menting one herd with elk from else­
where might be favorable, in some con­
ditions it could be a mistake. 

"Chromosome studies of barking 
deer and Soemmering's gazelles have 
shown that just because two animals 
look the same does not mean they are 
the same;' says Schonewald-Cox, "and 
you must take that into consideration 
before you move animals from one area 
to another or interbreed them." 

Indeed, two othcrwise identical gar­
ter snakes may, in different parts of 
their range, have inherited different 
genes that cause them to have different 
diets. Other species that look identical, 
yet vary genetically, are certain fly­
catchers, sllch as the western and 
Traill's !lycatchers, or the willow and 
alder. "They're virtually indistinguish­
able except by differences in song and 
habits. For detecting the prescnce of 
such similar species, today's blood or 
chromosome tests can be important;' 
says Chambers. "If you're mistakenly 
managing two species as if they were 
one, you're going to get into trouble. 

"It would be nice if we didn't have to 
worry about genetics;' adds Chambers. 
"Many people might wish biologists 
could just let nature take its course:' 

However, he says, society is so disrup­
tive of the natural world that "even 
doing nothing is a management deci­
sion-the decision /lot to intervene 
should be based on good data." 

Many species' habitats have now 
shrunk to a single wildlife preserve. For 
some, extinct in the wild, their world is 
a zoo cage. For them, biologists must 
consider genetics. 

"In managing dwindling wildlife 
populations, we'll have to ask such 
questions as, how many individuals are 
necessary to maintain genetic diver· 
sity?" notes Chambers. "To find out, 
managers must consider behavior-do 
the animals bunch together in small 
groups, for instance, and how much 
movement exists of individuals from 
one group to another?" 

On islands, where gene pools are lim­
ited because plants and animals are cut 
off from others of their kind by the 
ocean, biologists have found that local 
species sometimes decline because they 
cannot cope with change. A classic ex­
ample was the flightless St. Stephen's 
wren, a species limited to a small New 
Zealand island. The entire species was 
wiped out by the lighthouse keeper's 
cat. Other island species that were too 
genetically uniform and became ex­
tinct include New Zealand's ten-foot­
tall moa bird, Madagascar's 1,000-
pound elephant bird, and the dodo of 
Mauritius Island in the Indian Ocean. 

"Island studies are important in 
wildlife management because, in cer­
tain situations, a wildlife preserve can 
act as if it were an island;' adds Chris­
tine Schonewald-Cox. "If their preserve 
is surrounded by urbanization, or a des­
ert, plants and animals may be cut off 
from others of their kind almost as if 
they were surrounded by ocean." 

In fact, less than five percent of the 
world's wildlife preserves are large 
enough to maintain genetically viable 
populations of large mammals. such as 
lions, elephants and antelope. In the fu­
ture, wildlife managers may in some 
cases have to understand how much ge­
netic diversity a given species requires 
to thrive. They will also use genetics in 
other ways. Wild turkeys are a case in 
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point. The birds were nearly extinct in 
the 1950s. when Pennsylvania biolo­
gists began releasing trapped wild tur­
keys in suitable habitats. Soon. they 
spread to New York. Vermont imported 
31 of the New York turkeys in 1968; to­
day. the Vermont population numbers 
more than 10.000. States from Maine. 
New Hampshire. and New Jersey to 
Michigan and Mississippi have simi­
larly added to their stock. "It was highly 
successful. but if we had taken gcnetics 
into consideration then, it might have 
been even easier:' says Chambers. 

Today. biologists believe that much 
larger breeding stocks should be used 
in similar efforts. to ensure genetic di­
versity. Observes Chambers: "I'd also 
frequently add wild individuals to the 
breeding stocks. because captive popu­
lations become domesticated. For ex­
ample, a more docile tiger might sur­
vive better in a lOO, while a morc active. 
alert tiger might do better in the wild. 
Over time, the captive tigers will be­
come a more docile strain. while the 
wild animals will continue to be geneti­
cally selected for alertness." 

10day too, biologists intent on intro­
ducing new stocks to replace an extinct 
population would study records of the 
pre-extinction group to identify the 
area's "ecotypes"-local variations that 
give species a survival edge in a particu­
lar place. In Florida, for example. mice 
living on the beach have evolved whiter 
coats than their cousins in the grass, ac­
quiring better camounage against the 
sand. Observes Chambers: "When re­
leasing breeding stocks, I'd look for var­
iations that matched ecotypes in the 
original population." 

Some zoologists are now arguing for 
the establishment of "embryo banks" 
to preserve the fetuses of vanishing ani­
mals, in case their habitat should reap­
pear in the future. One active genetic 
bank is located at the Jackson Labora­
tory in Bar Harbor, Maine. 

A large private research center, the 
Jackson Laboratorv is a world leader in 
the study of ma~malian genetics. In 

1980. for example, Jackson researcher 
George Snell won a Nobel Prize for dis­
covering the genes that control the 
body's acceptance or rejection of organ 
transplants. Jackson scientists work 
with mice so inbred that all the individ­
uals in any strain are genetically iden­
tical. To prevent the loss of these scien­
tifically valuable mice, which are 
vulnerable to disease, Jackson has 
"banked" the genes of each strain. 

Frozen rock-hard in special freezers 
at the laboratory are 217,000 mouse 
embryos, including discontinued 
strains. preserved for future scientists 
who might need them for experiments 
today's scientists cannot envision. 
When biologists implant these embryos 
in the wombs of live mice a century or 
two hence, mice conceived in the !980s 
will be born in the 21st century. 

Preserving the genes of vanishing 
species may one day be routine. Mean­
while, the genetics revolution has al­
ready changed the way we look at wild­
life. Oxford University zoologist 
Richard Dawkins put it this way: "We 
are all survival machines for the same 
kind of replicator-molecules called 
DNA-but there are many different 
ways of making a living in the world, 
and the replicators have built a vast 
range of machines to exploit them. A 
monkey is a machine which preserves 
genes up trees; a fish is a machine 
which preserves genes in the water: 
there is even a small worm which pre­
serves genes in German beer vats." 

The new genetic techniques make 
possible more sophisticated maneuvers 
than ever before in the effort to con­
serve species. The result may be that at 
least some animals and plants, headed 
for extinction, will be saved. Notes Ste­
ven Chambers: "The smaller the habi­
tat gets, the more important genetics 
becomes." :.J 

Vermont journalist Richard Wolkomir 
ivrote about the aggressive nature of some 
plants ill the August-September issue oINa­
tiona! Wildlife . 
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Biological Diversity 
Redefining Development 
Priorities: Genetic Diversity 
and Agroecodevelopment 

KENNETH A. DAHLBERG 
Department of Political Science 
Western \lichigan University 
Kalamazoo. Michigan 49008 

Abstract: Recent research on genetic and biological 
diversity suggests that they underlie. and are the 
source of renewable resources-which are themselves 
more fundamental than nonrenewable resources. 
However, recognition of this is hirutered by various 
W' estern cultural and ana(vtic biases that have gener· 
ally led to the neglect of infonnal and natural systems. 
Significant implications floW from this recognition. 

Analysis and models at the globallevel-as well as 
their resource, environmental, and population compo­
nents-will need to be considerably broadened to in· 
clude tbe fundamental role of genetic and biological 
diversity. Wben this is done, the "limits to growtb" 
debate takes on greater urgency, and the focus shifts. 
.4griculture is then seen as the key interface between 
natural and social svstems. In addition, the whole no­
tion that Third Wo~ld countries should model their 
societies along current industrial lines is fundamen­
tally challenged 

At the nationalleve/, both industrial and developing 
countries will need to give priority to developing re­
generative roral and agricultural systems. To do this, 
industn"al countn"es will need to move toward "fOOd 
systems" approaches, while developing countries will 
need to conserve and build upon existing agroecosys­
tems. This will require new development theories and 
practices that are more contextual and recognize tbe 
non neutrality of W"estern technologies and economic 
theories. 

Finally, the larger threats posed in' modern indus· 
trial society to tbe maintenance Or Creation Of more 
sustainable and regenerative systems need to be in­
:Iuded in any anaZvsis. These include both the threat of 
'luclear war and tbe larger "war against nature" in 
which modern industrial societv is enf?af!ed /\iew con­
cepts of "national security" are suggested along with 
corresponding shifts in national priorities. 

Dahlberg, K Redefining development priorities: genetic diversity and 
agroeoodevelopment. Conservation Biology. 1(4): 311-322, 1987. Copyright 1987 by 
Blackwell Scientific Publications Inc. eprinted by permission of the author and 
Blackwell Scientific Publications, Inc. 
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Introduction 

In analyzing the nature and sources of the various 
threats to. and losses of. genetic and biologIcal diversity, 
a recent series of conferences. reports, and pubJications 
has stressed their fundamental importance to the oper· 
alJon. resiliency. and continued evolution of natural sys­
tems (1:.S. Department of State 1982; Natlonal Academy 
of Sciences. in press; Soult & Wilcox 1980; Ehrlich & 
Ehrlich 1981; Myers 1983; C.S. Office of Technology 
Assessment (1987). In addition. general concern has 
been expressed about the differential impacts and im· 
plicatiOns of these losses and threaLS between the rich 
industrial countries of the temperate zones and the gen­
erally poorer. developing countries of the tropics. semi· 
arid. and arid zones (Walsh 1984. Caufield 1985. Dahl­
berg 1983). 

As valuable as this and the morc specialized literature 
on specific regions and specIes is. there are three broad 
areas of neglec~ First. there has been relatlvely little 
attention paid to the important ways in which demand 
in industrial countries for Third World products puts 
pressure upon Third World species and habitats (De­
walt 1983. Nations & Komer 1982. Myen; 1981). Sec­
ond. there has been little detailed analysis of the impact 
of large-scale, human-generated enVironmencaJ. disrup­
tions-such as acid rain. carbon dioxide and ozone 
buildups. ocean poIJution-upon genetic and biological 
diversity. Third, little attention has been given to the 
impliCltions of the general loss of genetic and biological 
diversity either for agriculture or, more gener:illy, for 
development processes. This paper explores these im­
plicatiOns and oudines the changes needed in our think­
ing and prioritles if we are to address them adequately. 

Several cultural assumptions and biases must be dis­
cussed first because they strongly shape what we see or 
do not see when we seek to understand the various 
phenomena surrounding and interacting with genetic 
and biological diversity. These include Western assump­
tions that man's basic relationship With nature is one of 
separation and dominance (Leiss 19-:"2). Also crucial is 
the belief that progress is pursued through ever­
incre3SlOg applications of science and technology. Both 
of these assumptiOns have contributed to the growth 
and development of industrial society and its associated 
inirastrucrural and instirutiona! patterns. which have be­
come increasingly formalized and centralized over the 
past several decades. 

TItree mutually reinforcmg types of bias or flleering 
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;rre invo1ved. First. there is a general emphasiS and focus 
upon formal institutions to (he neglect of the Informal 
secrors of society and the natural world. This has meant 
that much ;nore attentlon has been given to natural ar­
eas that have some SOrt of formal or legal status--such as 
nauonai parks and wilderness areas--than to those with­
out such StatuS. Thus. many undesignated areas--as well 
as coastal systems and wetland5--have been largely ne­
glected in the literature on genetiC diverSity. Second. 
there is a pervasive urban bias in modern industrial so­
ciety that derives both from its utopian mythas and the 
structure of its political economy (Mumford 1959. lip­
ton 197-). This has led to a general neglect of rural 
matters and to a particular neglect of traditional agricul­
[ural systems and practices and ho~' they relate to ge­
netic conservation. Third. there is much more focus on 
man-made artifaCts and technolOgies chan upon nature 
and natural systems. Indeed, most conceptiOns of nature 
and natural systems are both anthropocentric and. utili­
tarian and emphasize natural resources and chell' value 
co humans. Little or no consideration is given either to 

how the he:l1th of larger natural systems relates to the 
health of human societies or to the intrinsic value of 
these systems (Ehrenfeld 1978). 

This neglect of important phenomena-which de· 
rives from cuJruraJ assumptions and biases--is com­
pounded by both the scale and modes of analysis that 
are conventionally used. While the scope of industrial 
society and its impacts has become global, most data 
and analysis are national or subnationaL as weH as being 
diVided into disciplinary and sectoral domains. The on­
going debate regarding global "limits to growth" illus­
trates the differences between those using large­
scale-system approaches and those using more tradi­
tional disciplinary and sectoral approaches (Meadows et 
al. 1972. Mesarovic & Pestel 19'74, Council on Environ­
mental Quality 1980. Simon & Kahn 1984). In terms of 
genetic and biological diversity. this has meant that al· 
though there is an abstract acceptance of the idea that 
they are the ultimate Source of life, natUral regeneration. 
and evolution. relatively few analysts or policy makers 
see their <:urTent and projected losses as posing an im­
minent threat eIther to larger natural systems and pro­
cesses or to human societies. Those who do see thelT 
loss as a threat ineiude those rese:rrchers and analysts 
who have extensive expenise and interest in natural 
systems andlor have larger concerns regarding the !ong­
term viability of these systems. 

The conventional view--e.;'{pressed more in terms of 



the )ack of action and the cOntinuance of currenr prac­
tices than in formal opposiuon or questiorung-is that 
sclentific and technolo~lca1 advances and fIXes will buy 
moaern industrial SOCieties enough time co overcome 
wha.tever difficulties are created by losses of ~eneuc and 
biologlca.! diversity. butuessing these VICWS are those of 
extreme technological opunusts, who assume that is 
will be possible for some chosen ehte to move on to the 
"n~' fromier" of space by creating sustamablt: ecosys­
tems in permanent space colonies (O'Neill 19'-1, Rob­
inson 19'75. Oberg 1982). Ramer man seek to rebut 
these vievlS, the remainder of this paper will assume 
that the current scale and intenSity of industrial opera· 
tions (including agriculture) pose imminent threats to 
genetiC and blol0EticaJ diversity at aU levels. up to and 
induding the biosphere itSelf, and that this. in turn. 
threatens the very basis of modern society. Working 
from this assumption and its corOllary-that the conser· 
vation and regeneration of genetic and biological diver­
Sity is the most fundamental element in any strategy to 
reduce mese threats.--the roam focus will be upon the 
nev.' conceptions of resources, development, and agri­
culture that flow from these assumptions. 

Redefining Resources 

Ii one examines the historical evolution of the conLept 
of resources and also takes into account the cultural and 
ana1ytic biases mentioned above, it becomes clear that 
nev.· conceptions and definitions are needed (Dahlberg 
& Sennett 1986). in particular, there is a need to un­
derstand resources both at different levels and so as to 
Include their linkages with invisible and informal sys­
tems. ThiS is the case even if one employs only anthro­
pocentric and utilitarian criteria. As implied above, 
there is a conceptual dividing line between fonnal in­
stitutions. sectors. disciplines. and "resources" on the 
one side and informal social systems. ecosystems. and 
"nature" on the other. GenetiC and biological diverSity 
have been largely outside the purvie'\'4' of the former. 
aithough there has been a long-standing interest in spe­
cific plant and animal species and their economtc po­
tential. The process of discovering what are seen te be 
neu' biolog1.(:al resources is really a ?fOCeSS of commod­
(ficaUon That is. species that previously eithe!' wefe 
outSide of human av."aTeness or were drawn upon by 
indigenous peoples in ways that acknol-vledged a mlJtual 
symbiosis. rather than a onc::·v.·ay explOItation. are trans· 
ftrred to and incorporated intO fonnal and utilitarian 
systems. 

Pan of this process may involve what is oiten referred 
to as .. the L'":I.gedy of the commons." but it involves more 
profound changes. "While Hardm ( 1968) had larger ec· 
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osysremlc concerns in mind. the commOns has lar~ely 
come to be a concept dealing l-\'ith reSOurce Issues in 
terms of different types of ownership and mana~ement. 
That is. the area withm which partICular resources or 
species have been mana~ed throu~h customary and 
communal practices and oumersbt!) I!' partitioned and 
pn'vattzed. The debate thus becomes couched in terms 
of which type of system 1;J. commons approach or pri­
vate ownership) provide!' the best long-term protection 
and productivity for the resourCe. Concern about the 
Viability of the larger habitat and ocher species is sec· 
ond~·. 

Such a focus on specific species and their ,·a.rious uses 
combines easily with specialized disciplinary and eco· 
nomic anal~'sis. The result. however. has often been to 
i~nore higher level and larger scale systems, the com­
plcxi~' of their interactiuns. and ho'\\' th~' support or 
impinge upon smaller scale systems and sectors (Uris 
196"':"). The same neglect has been recemly nOted ",'jthin 
ecological!b,ologic:u meory (Ricklefs 198-). Hier:>rchi· 
cal mOOcl5 are clearly needed if w~ are to sort out what 
happens at different levels and scales. lnterdisciplinary 
and systems approache."1 are needed if the irnonnal as 
well as the formal uimensions arc to be included. And in 
addition to developing abstraCt modelS, there is a need 
to describe and analyze the structures and operation of 
existing systems. 

A final and basic point is that there must be a much 
~eater recognition that there are genuinely different­
and incommensurabJe-types of resources. \\:'hile con­
ventional resource economiCS does diStinguish between 
renewable and nonrene",'able resources (and recog­
nizes that ren~'able resources can be lost throu¢1 
overexploitatiOn andlor mismanagement). there is still 
an und.c:rlying assumption of substitutability among reo 
sources that derives from economic theory. not ecolog­
ical reality. Of course. in this re~d. resource econom­
ics reflectS the larger lack of a physica1Jecolo~icaJ -un­
derpinning tha.t is characteristic of most schools of eco· 
nomiC theory (Georgescu-Roegen 19-1 ). 

Biolo¢cal theory offers one path to clarification. Both 
its theories and structural concepts are hierarchicaJ and 
systemic. In analyzing the viability or resiliency of a 
given system. at least twO factors are involved. FirSt. 
there is the question of the operation and health of the 
system itself. ~ext. and more important. there IS a need. 
to e.~ine the v.·ay~ in WhICh the ~'stem depends upon 
the \'tability of born lts sub~'stems ane. the lar~er sur· 
rounding systems of which it is a part. 

The trophic or ecologIcal pyramid offers one example 
that combines these theoretical and struct\.lral compo­
nents. Another im'o!vcs the energy and mmeral cycies 
th::r:: are 1O\'oh'ed in ecoS'\·stems. Both v,·J.VS of illustrat· 
inc: natural s"sterr::s are combmed in Figure 1 (in· 
sp~red by Davis 19-9 L In ;:, parallel manr.e:~ the aCl'lCuJ· 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

{ural and industnal components of modern economic 
systems are depicted. 

Figure 1 suggests that each higher category of life 
directly depends upon the lower and more fundamental 
categories as well as thelr genetic and biolOgIcal diver­
sICy. it also suggests that the agricultural and industrial 
subsystems of modem economic systems are also scruc· 
lured hierarchically. although each depends upon a very 
different resource base. While industrial subsystems are 
newer and provide supplemental resources and inputs 
for agriculture. the fundamental base of agriculmre­
and thus that of the overall economic system-is still 
biological and thus ultimately dependent upon natural 
systc;ms and their genetic and biological diversity. 

Biological theories and concepcs thus clearly suggest 
that genetic and biological diversity are the source of 
resiliency and regeneration of natural living systems. 
The,- are thus both prior to and more fundamental than 
what are termed renewable resources. which. in rum, 
are more basic than nonrenewable resources. The term 
source (Myers 1984) stresses not only that genetic and 
biological diversity are prior to and more fundamental 
than resources. but also that unlike the latter. they fall 
Qucside of a purely utilitarian and economic calculus. 
They are not solely means to societally defined ends. 
Rather. they are the ultimate source of regenention for 
societies and their resource hierarchies-as can also be 
seen from a cultural evolutionary perspective: that is, 
although human societies that have minimally explOited 
nonrenCW'able resources have existed. none has e:%isted 
without relying upon renewable resources. 

Thus. while resource economic~and other ways of 
analyzing resources--has important uses. it should be 
appHed to phenomena and processes that transcend 
both itS conceptual and methodological assumptions 
only with caution and a full awareness of its limitS. Un· 
fortunately, this has rarely been the case. as can be seen 
in the way in which resource economics has tended to 

focus upon a single species (cattle, pine trees. codfish. 
etc.) and has sought to detennine itS "maximum sus­
tainable yield" within a given area. While such an ap­
proach does not preclude an analysts of relevant eco­
logical interactions. it is only in recent years that 
attemptS have been made to include them. In any case, 
the management goal remains one of e.'"<piOlting one or 
two species and seeking to maximize their yields over 
the longer term. 

Curiously. resource economics has not been applied 
much to agrIculture. This may owe in pan to the fact 
that is has focused primarily upon species with multi­
year life CYCles. whereas most crops are annuals. The 
type of economic analysts applied to agriculture focuses 
more u?on maximIZing income for any given year than 
upon what mIght offer the "maxlffium sustamable YIeld" 
for a fann over a 1;- or 20-year period .. \.nother differ­
ence in focus can be seen here: mat In resource eco-
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nomics concern is with the maintenance ot the popula­
tiOns and habitats Involved as well as with the economiC 
returns aVailable from them, whereas in agrIcultural 
economics. the assumptIon. once again. is one of sub­
stitutability among different crops. and thar, conse· 
quently, the only questions reiating to mamtenance or 
sustalOabiliry are those involving such matters as soil 
erosIOn or the draw down of water tables. 

I t is hoped [hat the above disCUSSIOn illustrates that 
when resource and other economISts use the term reo 
newable they are really talking about mainca.ining spe­
cific populations of a relatively small number of species. 
plus those aspects of their habitats that bear directly 
upon those populations. The underlying reproductive 
and regenerative process of the myriad species and pop­
ulations in any given ecosystem-upon which the main· 
tenance of the target populations and processes de· 
pend-are not directly analyzed nor dealt with. nor are 
the larger ecosystemic processes. As indicated above. 
interdisciplinary and systems approaches are needed to 

understand these matters fully. In addition. [he various 
cuitural biases outlined need to be addressed and in· 
cluded. Beyond this. and perhaps most important. if 
there are to be changes in institutional and individual 
behavior regarding these sources of life. resiliency, and 
evolution. there will also have to be significant ethical 
transformations . 

Global Implications 

W' ork done at the global level has great relevance for 
development theory and practice-even though few of 
its substantive or methodological implications have 
been pursued ·in the literature on development. Let us 
review- some of the key dimensiOns. First. work on glob· 
al issues has been more interdisciplinary· and systems­
oriented than most. This can be seen in the various 
reports and models that have been a central pan of the 
"limits to growth" debate. Next. the substantive focus of 
the debate to date has been upon the question of 
whether or not industrial societies can be maintained 
given rapidly increasing rates of population gro~:th and 
resource use, and their accompanying environmental 
impacts. This very question. however, challenges one of 
the fundamental assumptions of most developent theo­
rics: that industrial society is the model that Third 
W'orld countrIes should seek to emulate in pursuIng 
moderruzation and development. 

This is nOt to say that the models and assumptIOns of 
the various global studies--:even though they represent 
Important interdiscipiInary efforts-are not "t\'ithou[ 
their own probiems. Besides the iacK. of adequate knowl· 
eage and data regarding many processes such as defor­
estauon and desertification ( which d.erIves in part from 
the previously noted lack of attentIOn to informal and _ 
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Figure 1. The hierarchical and ecosystemic dimensiOns of natural and modern economic systems and their de­
pendence upon genetic and biological diversity. 

natural systems), the conceptions of resources used in 
most global models are very similar to those critiqued 
above and involve many posrulatc:d-rather than dem­
onstratc:d-interactions among population. resources, 
and environment. 

This postulation is not surprising given the: relative: 
newness of global modeHng. However, we must be 
equaUy critical of the assumptions and of the: limitations 
of the data in each subfield if we are going to be able to 
e\"3..Iuate the global models better and to help develop 
larger scope conceptS that can better integrate the sub­
fields. For example. some have challenged the .anthro­
pocentric focus of demography, arguing that it needs to 
include livestock. and wildlife populations as well as hu­
man populations (Borgstrom 196':""). Regarding re­
sources, we not only need to examine aggregate re­
source availability-particularly of fossil fuel~ut also 
hov.' demand for those resources is distributed by re­
gion. country. and economic sector. Environmental im­
pactS have been discussed primarily in tenns of those 
pollutants that affect humans in fairly direct. immediate. 
and visible ~·ays. particuiarly those that cause hd.ith 
damage. degradation of important habitats and soils. and 
climate change. 

Beyond recognizing the above limitatiOns. the more 
fundamental need is to reco~ze that the viability of 
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each of these three subsystems ultimately depends upon 
genetic and biological diversiry for its continuation and 
regeneration. To the degree to which we are able to 
incorporate this recognition into our models and under­
Standings of global processes. the "limits- to growth .. de­
bate can be expected to shift irs emphasis from the avail­
ability and substitutability of conventional reSOurces to 
the resiliency and regenerative capaCity of different­
scale systems. 

The recent C.S. Office of Technology Assessment re­
port (198i) takes a modest step in this direction in its 
attempt to analy"Ze the requirements for maintaining ge· 
netic and biological diversity at three different levels: 
the individual level. the species le\·e1. and the ecosystem 
level. However. there are different-scale ecosystems. 
and the larger the scale. the less well equipped we are­
either conceptually or in terms of data-tO describe and 
to analyze interactions and relationships. At the global 
level literature is emerging on the biosphere as a lh'ing 
system-the so-called Gaia hypothesis--that seeks to 

understand global interactIOnS (Lovelock 19-9. :'\a· 
tional Audubon Society 1986). However. it is still In its 
ullaney. as is the literature on a nuclear winter (London 
& \X·bite 1984. Ehrlich et aL 1984). 

In summary then. the implications of rederimng reo 
sources at the ~oballevel are: 1 J genetiC and bloioelcll 
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Olverslry are me ulUmatc sources of the rnamrcnance. 
regeneration. and evolutIon of the biosphere and itS var­
tOllS subsystems: 2 ) they are therefore more fundamen· 
tal than either renewable or nonrenewable resources: 
3) these Llitimatc sources of fife (neglected because of 
Western cultural and analytiC biases) ate severely 
threatened by the operation and extension of industrial 
processes and practices; -t) as a result, ne'W" conceptS. 
priorities. and practices will be needed at all levels-­
particularly national leve~o esublish mOre regener· 
auve and sustainable systems. 

Redefining Development 

At the national level. development is the key concept 
needing redefinition. Similar biases, gaps. and areas of 
neglect to those found at the global level exist in its 
basic concepiion and approaches. although there arc 
additional ones as well. These relate to the specific ev­
olution of development theory since World War n. 
which essentially has prOVided a series of a priori pre­
scriptions and post hoc rationales for the rapid expan­
sion of Western industrial systems (whether capitalist or 
socialist) into the Third World. In addition, there has 
been a type of dialectic. whereby each major critique of 
development theory has been acknowledged-verbally, 
if not always substantively. In this sense, the United Na­
tions mega·conferences of the 1970s and early 1980s 
can be seen as a catalog of problems and issues not 
adequately dealt with in development theory; among 
them are the environment. population, food. women. en­
ergy, desenification, water, habitat, and tile sharing of 
the resources of tile seas. 

In each case, either there was no specialized agency 
to address these issues or the issues were seen to be 
systemic and to transCend the narrow approach of any 
given agency. Each conference exhibited a tension be· 
tween economic conceptions of development (which 
assume the necessity and desirability of continued eco­
nomic growth) and other conceptiOns that include 
other goals and seek to recognize various environmental 
and resource limitS. The doctrine currently seeking to 
reconcile this tension is ecodeveiopment, which essen­
tially says that the Third World countries will gain both 
economically and ecologically by learning from the mis­
takes of the industria! countries and by designing indus­
trial and agricultural systems that are less polluting and 
less degrading of renewable resource systems (Riddell 
1982). 

Conventional development theory has yet to address 
fully the ideas and assumptions upon which ecodevel· 
opment is based. In part. this owes to the presence of 
large vested interests that would be affected by the poJ­
ie;.' Changes it would require. However. it also derives 
from a lack of awareness of the various cultural bIases 
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mentioned. ;u the beginning at thlS paper. The result is 
that both development theory and practice overempha· 
size fonnal. urban. and industrial institutions and ap­
proaches. Reinforcing this is another Western cultural 
bias particularly visible here: the belief that technolo­
gies are neutral in and of themselves--while at the same 
time Western technologies are assumed ro be superior 
to indigenous and locally adapted technologies devel· 
oped over centuries of trial and error. In part. this beiid 
in technological superiority may simply echo similar be· 
liefs regarding the superiority of Western religion. cul­
ture, and institutions [hat accompanied and helped to 
rationalize eighteenth- and nineteenth-<:enrury Western 
expansionism, colonialism, and imperialism (Bodley 
1982). While the literature on appropriate technology 
has offered an important challenge to these assump­
tions, the full implicatiOns of recognizing the nonneu~ 
traliry of technolOgies are rarely realized or spelled out. 
either for the developing countries (Diwan & Livingston 
1979. Dahlberg 1979) or for the industrial world (Lov. 
ins & Lovins 1982. Winner 1986). 

Finally, conventional development theory does nOt 
recognize that those areas that are neglected-the nat· 
ural. the informal. the rural. [he female-generally con­
stitute a much larger proponion of Third World than 
industrialized economies. If one combines these recog· 
nitions with the redefinition of resources illustrated in 
Figure 1,. the dear implication is that national develop' 
ment Strategies in the Third World need to be revised in 
four fundamental ways. 1) They need CO be based on the 
top priority of maint:aining the fulJest possible extent of 
a country's genetic and biological diversity as well as 
conserving itS renewable resourCes. 2) In pursuing thiS 
gOal. it will be important to seek a greater appreciation 
and understanding of the ways in which indigenous 
practices and technoiogies--particularly those found in 
the rural and informal sectors--have hiswrically served 
to conserve genetic and biological diversity, as well as 
cultural heritages (Brush 1981, Altieri et aI. 1987).3) 
There will have to be much more emphasis upon agri­
culture in general-and upon indigenous agricultural 
and pastoral systems in panicular-since mey form me 
main interface between natural and social systems in the 
Third World (However. as discussed below. this will 
require different conceptions and approaches to agri­
culture chan current Green Revolution ones.) -i) All of 
this will require a great increase in the financial and 
institutional resources devoted to rural areas and agri· 
culture as well as a re-evaluation of urban and industrial 
goals and priorities. 

These changes are not something that the developing 
countries can be expected to pursue and accomplish on 
their own. The momentum and power of current insti­
rurions--bom national and jntetnatjonal-is sucb that 
there will have to be Significant changes within the in-
dustrial countries and in international trade and finan· -



Clal .struCture~ a." well. A~ Implied In the discussIOn of 
the bmlL'; to ~()v..·tr, deb~tt:, the \"ariou~ global thrt:ats 
that the mdusrCl;J.! countne~ are generaung for them­
selves may impel morc chan~es than the needs and pres­
sures emanaunf! from the developing countries. The di· 
rectlon 01 some of !nese ch::tn~es can be seen In pOSt· 
OPEC oil embargo proposals that have SOU¢lt to move 
mdustnal Countries toward what has been termed either 
a consert'(!r society (Valaskaki5 et 011. 19~) or a soft 
energy path (Lovins 19--). 

These proposals have focused primarily upon reo 
source md energy conservauon and upon reducing pol. 
lution. Even thou¢l they have tended to use conven­
tional definitions of resources. they have placed a much 
hi¢ler priOrIty upon renev.'able resources than is rypi­
cal-perhaps because of the longer time horizon they 
employ. The:' contain little discussion of the power and 
momenmm of mtemationaJ trade. financial. and military 
infrastructures and institutJons ;:md ho"" these might im­
pede movement to~'ard their goals. Also. while they 
exhibit a general 3"9.'areness of ~obal resource. popula­
tlon. and environmental trends. there is litde specific 
reference to the fundament.al importance of preserving 
genetic and biological diversity. 

V;'hat about the role of agriculture in these discus­
Sions of alternative paths? Given general urbani 
industrial biases. it is not too surprising that the primary 
focus has been upon the industrial sectorS and that ago 
ricultural and rural matters.-whether national or intcr· 
national-have been included only as tangents. Also, 
there is httle analysis of the impOrtant trade. finanCial. 
and corporate linkages between First and Third W' orid 
agricuJture. much less their impact upon genetic and 
biologica.I diversity. What little analysis there is of the 
increasing incorporation of Third World agriculture 
into an international nexus is to be found in either struc­
tural or world systems analyses (Polanyi 195'7; V;; aller­
stein 19-:'4. 19"78: de Jan\T)- 1981). However. neither 
this nOr conventlOnal development literature notes that 
the conscious restructurIng of traditional rural and ago 
ricultural systems so as to bnng them mtO the formal 
sector also leads to the loss of many practices and cus­
toms that have heiped to conserve genetiC and biolog­
ical diverslty (Brush 1981 ). 

In turnmg to the more speciailzed literature that deals 
WIth agrIculture at a nationallevei. it must be noted ttlat 
very different assumptions underlie conventional ap­
proaches to mdustnal. as contrasted '9,-ith developlnp.. 
country agnculture. Tne assumption 10 the indUStrIal 
couomes is that they are 2.1re:J.0Y "de\-eloped" and that 
the problems of a~:nculturt Jre to be dealt with by 
workmg v,lmin and throufUl exisung insutuuons. which 
are accepted as p:l\'en and le~mlmate. In COntrast. me 

needed bQ[h nalJonally and withm the agncultura..! sec." 
tor Ifl order to modernzze and develop. 

important cr1Uque~ of these conventional \'lev-'S are 
emergmg. both withm the mdustnal and developmg 
countnes. Each sugf!ests a much more important role 
for a~icultural and rural matters. althou¢l the goab that 
they sugp:est are rather different-reflectIng a rype of 
mirror tmage of the conventional assumptions. I will 
renev.· each of these two bodies of literature below and 
then attempt to show hov.' they relate to the larger need 
to conserve and to maintain genetic and bIOlogical 
diverslry. 

SustainablelRegenerative Agriculture 
in Industrialized Countries 

Recent farm crises have generated extensive literature. 
both conventional .md critical. on the problems of a!!ri­
culture in the lndustriai countries. Pan of the criticism 
is based upon the increasing awareness of the impor­
tance of the energy. environmental_ health. and social 
dimenSions of agriculture. and it has stressed that these 
important externalities have not been adequately ime­
grated into agricultural research. analysis. or policy mak· 
ing (Dahlberg 1986a), There has also been an increas­
ing interest in what is variously termed sustainable or 
regenerative agriculture. V;'hi1e both concepts suggest 
alternatives to conventional agriculture. there are as yet 
no generally accepted definitions of their meaning or 
their basic goals. 

Tne differences bet\\'een conventional and these al­
ternative approaches lie primarily in their emphasis 
upon natural systems and the importance of sustaining 
them. This has meant that much of the science that 
underlies these approaches.-as distinct from either 
faith or practical experience--draws upon either eco­
s;.'stem meary or energetic analysis (Lowrance et al. 
1984. Punentel & Pimentel 19":"'9). Both are more inter­
diSCiplinary than conventional approaches and both 
challen~e the dominance of economic modes of 
thought. In stressing the importance of suslamabiiit)' 
or regeneration. both employ much longer umt horj· 
zons than IS typicaL And. of course. ecosystems theory is 
dearly compatible w1th larger evolutJOnary approaches 
and understandmps. 

However. in unpor-...ant ways these altemau\'e can, 
cepts suffer from some of the same hmltaUOns that can, 
\'emionai concepts do: that is. they tend ~o focus upon 
what happens at the rarm le .... el and demonsrr:ue rela, 
tIveiy httie concern ror how a sustamable or regel1f?1" 
al1t'e af!rlculture would relate to the larg.er structures 
:.lOd pressures of modem mdustrial soclery ( or whether 

view of a~ncuitu!"al problems ir: the deydopmf! coun· the iatte.:- mlf!lli: haye to be cn::mged to make possible tnt 
tne-. -<0 i:!1"f!eiy \'.;"eStem ,"Ie"'- :!S noted above-IS that former) (Da.h1ber; 19860) 
maior lr,S~ltutlO:-::t:.. policy. we: structural cnan~es are :-no::rt I!' also Ilttie wa1\'SI5 of the nature :mc mome!'> 
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tum or the larger soclOcechmcaJ systems that have m· 
creasingly encapsulated farm mg. Thus. there is little 
awareness or discusslOn either of how one mlgtu need 
to move irom ruraJ.. seCtoral-, or economic·based con· 
cepts of agriculture to what mIght be termed a food­
~ystems approach, which would include how food in a 
specuk area or regIon is produced. processed. discrib· 
ured. and cooked: how it is underscood culeur:tJJy and 
what its symbolic anci;or status functions are; how 
healthy and nutritiOUS it is; which groups have access to 
what kinds of it: and how the various "wastes" produced 
throughom the system are handled. 

Equally, there is little diSCUSSIOn of how one might 
regenerate the social and technological systems integral 
to agriculture. much less their larger supporting systems 
and infrastructures. For example. there 15 the question 
of how one miglu seek to regenerate farm families. Se­
rIOUS consideration of this involves matters ranging 
from inheritance laws to taX Jaws. to educational cur­
ricula. [Q the presence or lack of a genuine rural culture 
(as distinct from a dominant urban culture), and how 
the mass media affect this. In renns of technological 
systems. there is the question of how long we will be 
able to susClin (much less regenerate) fossil-fuel-based 
inpucs and cultivation systems. Yet. it must be stressed 
that in spite of these various gaps and weaknesses, these 
alternative approaches are both epistemologically and 
structurally much more: open than conventional ones to 
the kinds of rethinking and restructuring suggested 
here. 

Agroecodevelopment in Third World Countries 

It was suggested earlier that different concepts of both 
agriculture and development would be required to con­
serve the ultimate regenerative base of Third World so­
cieties--their genetic and biologic:tl. endowment. Let us 
now examine in somewhat more detail what would be 
involved in pursuing what might be termed agroecode. 
veiopment. A variety of changes--culrural, infrastruc­
rural. technological. and political-will be required. and 
at different levels. 

As indicated in the discussion of the four basic revi· 
sions I have offered. there will have to be a much greater 
awareness of the extent and importance of all types of 
resources within a country. 'While conventional indus­
trial resources are tYPically fairly well mapped. agricul­
tural systems (and biological systems more generally) 
are nO[ well understood, mapped. or otherwise cata­
loged. in pan because of the various cultural biases out­
lined earlier. Besides developing detailed profiles of the 
distribution and statuS of its genetiC and biological di­
versity. each country also needs to survey and better 
understand the VarIOUS indigenous agricultural technol· 
o~es and cultural pracuces that tend to maintam andior 
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conserve them-based as they are upon careful obser· 
vatlOn of the relationships and mteractlons of complex 
and 10cally adapted systems (L':">JCTAD 1986). An essential 
pan of this is much greater recognition of the role of 
women in tradiuonaJ and peasant agricultural :md food 
systems (Fortmann & Rocheleau 198'5). 

It is particularly in this regard that the various na­
tional and international agricultural research centers 
have been weak in theIr approaches to coJlectIon. Re· 
flectlng [he essentially englOeenng approach of plant 
breeders. as we11 as the general cultural belief in the 
neutrality and transferability of technolOgIes. little in the 
way of ethnobotanical data has been collected along 
With germplasm, which would describe the cultivation 
and/or gathering techniques employed; the taste, color. 
and nutritional preferences of the users; possible medi­
cinal uses; or the economic role ( if any ) of the particular 
plant or animal; More fundamentally. such ethnobotan­
ical data can be crucial .in seeking to undersmnd better 
the ecological and cultural interactions that are m­
volved (Nabhan 1985). 

The reference to animals (as well as plants) POlOCS to 

another set of biases. As stressed in the recem t:.S. Office 
of Technology Assessment (198"':') study t much more 
attention needs co be paid co indigenous livestock and 
game, both in tenns of genetic conservation and pursu­
ing a more locally adapted and integrated agriculture. As 
consideration is given to establishing systems for their 
conservation-whether national or international-the 
need to include systematic ethnographic surveys and 
information is cruciaL Finally. it will be important to 
recognize consciously and include the much greater ef· 
ficiency of internally managed indigenous systems and 
to develop methods to maintain or to strengthen their 
integrity and Viability. 

All of this will require at least two fundamental shifts 
in belief. The flrst involves rethinking Western conceptS 
of economic efficiency and productivity. In addition to 

the weaknesses of the conventional economic theories I 
have notec1-their lack of inclusion of informal and non­
monetized activities and their lack of recognitIon of the 
fundamental differences between resources--there are 
other difficulties that involve the basic differences in the 
relative COSt of the different production factors. In agri­
culture. measures of efficlency and productivity have 
[eneed to be defined in purel~' economIC terms. WhICh 
reflect the relative cost of the production factors found 
in the industrial world. where there has been relatively 
little available labor In comparison to aVailable land 
(natural resources) and capital ( including technology). 
in mOst developing countries very different balances 
exist. with large pools of labor available as compared co 
land or capItal. Thus. even in purely economic terms. 
different derinitions of efficic!1cy and productivity are 
suggested. as is clear in the iiterature on appropnate 
technology. 



The second shiit In bc::ilef lOyolves the very difierem 
pictures of boW. modem mdusrnal and u".ldirional a~I'l­

culture Wt emer~~ When nep..iecred ecoio~lcaJ and en­
ergy factors are mCluded, It then become~ dear that 
mdusmal agriculture aChle\'e5 hl¢1 kveb ofproductl()fl 
throu~ large JOssii fuel subMdles. which really meam. 
th.u it achieves hl¢1 crop prodUCtion and productIVity 
at the cost of lov. energy effiCiency (Stemhart & Stem­
hart 19~'i. Pimentel & Hall 19H4). Tr.adiuonaJ agroeco­
systems. v.'hich only recently have become the subject 
of careful examination and detailed analYSt!!, are much 
more energy and resource efficient (Mitchell 198" AI· 
tleri 1983, Klee 1980), and sometimes--a.<; wnh certain 
flCe system~-almost as productive (Bayliss·Smith 
1984 ). 

In addition. there is a need to develop more compre­
hensive approaches' that Include the ne!!lected SOCial 

and technological systems mentioned above. \X'hile 
there has been critical social analysis, it has tended to 
come out of studies enher of [he political economy of 
the Green Revolution or the role of land tenure and 
reform in development. And while there has been a 
great deal written on appropriate technology, most of it 
focuses upon househOld- or village-level technologies, 
and only a few works explore its systemic dimensions 
and seek [0 sort out v.'har is appropriate at higher levels 
(Diwan & l.j"ingston 1979), Thus, there is a clear need 
[0 seek better analytic and theoretical means for com, 
bining and integrating the three basic subsystems in­
volved in traditional agriculture-the ecoio~ical. the so· 
cial, and the technolOgical. However, it is crucial that a 
recognition of the fundamental importance of conserv· 
ing genetic and biological diversity be included. This 
combination offers the basis for a nev..' way of e,-aluating 
development plans and priorities. 

Summary and Implications 

The argument in this essay has been complicated for 
several r~ns. One is tha:. several different bodies of 
literature cntiqu10g modern industrial society have 
been reviev-'ed. Tnese crmques are made at different 
levels, from the local to the fUobat and stress different 
[OPICS. rangmg: from ene:g;.· to environment to econom­
ic~ to resources_ Tne: critiques have: themseives been 
crmqued On the: basis of melr \\- estern cultural assump­
tlQns (tYPI::ali~' sharee:! WIth conventional approaches) 
and on the basis of ;;. redefirution of resources. Tnis reo 
deflnltion of resources IS iunc.amemal and draws upon. 
au: goes beyond. mas .. of the literature seekmg to un" 
ae:st:and the irnpor.ance of t!enetlc and blOiO!llcai di\-er­
sm' 

Rephrased. t.;'e ar~me!1: ~oes J.S follows. ',X·esre:-r:. 

resS. and the bellef 1fl the neutra1I~' or tt:chnology nave: 
combmed With the ~ov."th of mdustTlal SOCIety 10 ways 
that lOfluence how we perceIve tht' world and tht' ways 
10 which we structure it. Prof?1"essively more IntenSIve 
applications of science and technology to soclety­
somethlOg that h~ required increa.o,ed \eveb of energy 
throughput as well as ever larger and more centralized 
IOfrastructures and institution_have mcreased both 
envlronmental and SOCIal stress upon a variety of sys­
tems, many of which are Informal and thus largely 
"invisible" in conventional analyses. 

Various critiques and alternauve approaches have 
been more sensltive to these stres~es. but they still miss 
many of the mformal dimensions. These informal sys­
tems tend to be found more In the Third \X:orld than the 
industrial world. more in rural than urban are~, and 
more in female- than male-dominated activities. As with 
conventional analyses, very fev.- critiques seek to under­
stand technological systems as systems. And ,,,,hile there 
is usuall~' much more in the ,vay of interdisciplinary 
work involved in these critiques. it is tYPIcally withlO 
the natural or social sciences, not between them. The 
humaniti~particularly in relation to questions of eth­
iCS. ,'alues, goals. and prioritie~have been largely left 
oul Similarly, fe9.· critiques system:ltically seek to place 
themselves within a larger COntext that examines how 
the system Critiqued has evo!\'ed historically and how it 
interacts with and depends upon sub- and suprasystems. 

Most critiques still dr.l'~" upon conventional defini­
tions of resources, although they tend to stress the im­
portance of ren~'3ble resources much more than tra­
ditional approaches and also tend to employ much 
longer time horizons in their evaluations. If one takes 
into account the larger parallels bet\\'ecn natural and 
modem economic systems (Fig. 1 ) and adds to that the 
basiC v.'ays in which genetic and bIOlogical diversity un­
derlie both, then a nev-' undersrandmg or definition of 
sources and resources emerges: one based upon a hier­
archy where genetic and biological diversIty are more 
fundamental than ren~·able resources. which 10 turn 
are more basiC than nonrenev-"able resources. 

This hierarchy illustrates sharpl~' one of the deepest 
long-term stresses and threats to industrial socle~-: that 
its use and dependence upon the ieast basiC of these 
resource~pnmarily fossil fueh--Is destructive not 
only or the renev--able resources upon which It will have 
to depend more m the future. but also of the sources of 
life and e\'oiuuon tnat keep those renewaDic: resource 
systems "labie. Tnt: basIC questIOn mus becomes: Can 
we ;-estructure mdUStrlal SOCiety or f.,.'1llde ItS e\'OiutlOr. 
10 ways that will be more sust:4llr..mit :.:.nc ref!eneratJ\"e~ 
In suggesun;:: an ap?roa.:h fa: a::J1mf: 't\"lth "-h15 quesuon. 
the basiC ar~ume!i.: nas bee:; rv,;orolc, FL~·st:. the cie:!!' 
impiic:ltlon 0: rece:1t n:searcn-;:ha: mere l~ :l CruClal 

cultural assumpuons re;::JIClOf:, man ~ reiatlon to namre. need to restrUcture mo to t:::msiorrr. :nausrr.a.! 5'"Stems 
~!"t' roie of SCIence we technology Hi ,?ene:-atlO,!.! prop:- in 'tt,'a\'s rna: wiL orocreSSi\'elY rec.uc~ mel:- a~strucuve 
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Impacts upon genetic and biOlogical dIVersl(V at all lev· 
els--has been accepted as an operatmg assumption. Sec· 
ond. It has been Jrgued that restrucruring agriculture in 
regenerative and susratnabie ways is the key task. This is 
both because of the basic role agriculture plays 1fl social 
systems (as compared to other types of economic le· 
tlvi~') and because j( depends more dIrectly md imme­
diately upon the presence of genetic and biological dj· 
ver51~'. 

JUSt how much and what types of genetic and biolog­
ical diversity are required to maincam sustainable and 
regenerative agricultural systems is nO[ clear. However. 
gIven the importance of global and regIonal systems of 
diversity for local diversity (Ricklefs 198":"). as well as 
the neglect of informal social and natural systems in the 
literature. it is clear that much more than the current 
system of national and international seed banks, zoos, 
and nature reserves is needed. 

The suggestions made here on how co encourage this 
restructuring relate more to rethinking and reconcep­
tualizing, rather than to specific policy or institutional 
prescriptions. There are several reasons for this. includ­
ing the lack of space and the basic differences in context 
that exist between specific climatic zones. countries, 
and sociotechnicai systems. In addition. it will be hard 
for anyone to do more than to outline general ap­
proaches and strategies until studies of specific coun­
tries and localities are conducted that incorporate the 
neglected types of data and systems noted above. Par­
ticularly. there is need to identify the extent and dynam­
ics of genetic and biological diversity. to survey biolog­
ical and agricultural systems and their cycles. and to 
stud.y and analyze indigenous agricultural practices and 
technologies. such as how they interact with eocsys­
terns. in panicular agriCUltural regions. 

At the same time. the industrial countries have a great 
deal to learn about how to move coward more regener· 
ative systems from the work that has been done on tra­
ditional agroecosystems. Their resilience and sustain· 
ability (at least within certain population limits) derive 
ma.mly from trial and enar experience often extending 
oyer centuries. as well as from cultural understandings 
of. and respect for. environmental limits and symbiosis. 
Here. again. the imporunce of induding ethnographic 
understandings along '9,'lth the analysis of other systems 
becomes cle:rr. Indeed. one of the major conclusions 
that can be d.r.lwn from the above analysis is that there 
is :1 parallel and equally important need to study. under­
stand. conserve. and mamtain indi.genous agroecosys­
tern!;. as there is to study. understand. conserve. and 
mamtain genetic and biological diversity. 

It is imponam ro conrrast these two sources of life 
and regeneratIon with the major sources threatening 
their destrucuon. The most obvious and dramatic 
source is the threat of nuclear war-whether In Its im­
medIate violence or its longer term conseQuences. Re-
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laced ro thls. but less obVIOUS. is the complex of belier~. 
perceptions. vested interestS. and priormes that result m 
a technological and military search for securIty, whICh IS 

not ooly nsky in and of itself. but also diverts the public 
POliCies, the financial resources. and the instltuuonal 
capabilities of most countnes away from savmg our 
most fundamental and life·gJymg endowments. 

Finally. there is the threat or' industrial sociery ro 1(­

self. Wbile most of us see civilian technolo~es as either 
neutral or peaceful. they are often nor so m regard to 

nature. As Raymond Dasmann noted in hIS address on 
the occasion of Georg Borgscrom's retirement. the ThIrd 
World War-the war agamst nature (and ulumarely hu· 
mankInd'l---is already well under way. and that on the 
from lines of the tropical forests nature is suffenng 
grievous losses from attacks by bulldozers. chain saws. 
and defoliants. There are also many other and more gt:n­
era! attacks from air and water pollution. as weJI as from 
the destruction of unique habitats. 

W'hile it may not be fuJly intentional. this war against 
nature IS built into the current structures and belief 
systems of industrial society. Perhaps only if we come to 
understand the full value and importance of what we are 
destroying will we then realize that not only do we need 
to rethlOk development, but we must also reconceptu­
alize national security. increasing losses of genetiC and 
biological diversity ultimately threaten the welfare. via­
bilit)'. and thus the national security of most states. Yet. 
ta suggest seriously that a modest 10 percent of each 
country's national defense budget be reallocated to de· 
fending and protectmg genetic and biological diversity 
gives one some idea of the magnitude of the conceptual. 
institutional. and political obstacles. 

Yet. on the positive side. it should be recognized that 
we have many resources to draw upon in facing these 
questiOns and dilemmas. It is hoped that the industrial 
societies wi11 be able to learn and practice the wisdom 
of millennia of peasants and farmers; that is. that in ad­
dition to finding '9,'ays to get along with one's neIghbors. 
the ultimate sources of securit)' lie in conserving one's 
fields. animals. and especially each year's heritage of re­
generation-the seed corn. 
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Biological Diversity 
Culture and conservation 

A greater sensitivity to local culture could increase the success of both 
conservation and development projects 

L ocal people's access to re­
sources may be the crucial, but 
often unrecognized, conflict 

undermini.og efforts of both conserva­
tionists and developers. More consid­
eration of the interests of local human 
populations could improve the out­
come of conservation biologists' ef­
forts to preserve the world's wildlife 
and wildlands, according to speakers 
at a recent two-day symposium spon­
sored by the National Zoological 
Park in Washington, DC I The meet­
ing was the latest in a series of zoo 
symposia on human understanding 
and protection of animals. 

"The connections between culture 
and development, between culture 
and nature, and between develop­
ment and conservation are the key to 
understanding and preserving the nat­
ural world today," said Robert Mc­
Cormack Adams, secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washing­
ton, DC. "We cannot coexist with 
developing countries if our priorities 
emphasize conservation and theirs 
[emphasize] catching up with our de­
velopment. We cannot expect them to 
support conservation if they perceive 
it as us trying to prevent them from 
achieving economically what we al­
ready have." 

With that introduction, speakers 
and participants analyzed how local 
culture can be integrated into both 
development and conservation plans. 
For example, in Brazil a golden lion 
tamarin program has instilled a sense 
of national pride in the conservation 
of these animals, The golden lion ta­
marin is a small, brilliantly colored 
orange-and-reddish monkey from 
Brazil's coastal rain forests. Only two 

Local people's access 
to resources may be 

the crucial, but often 
unrecognized, conflict 

percent of those forests remain, and 
only 300-400 tamarins are still found . 
in the forests. Since 1984, the na­
tional and other US zoos have sent 
captive-born tamarins to Brazil for 
release in the wild to bolster declining. 
populations (BioScience 38: 315). 

"Without the collaboration of the 
people in the region where golden 
lion tamarins live, all other efforts, 
while essential, will have limited re­
sults for the long-term conservation 
of the species," said Lou Ann Dietz, a 

: World Wildlife Fund (Washington, 
DC) program officer and coordinator 
of the national zoo's conservation ed­
ucation project in Brazil. 

Dietz told the symposium audience 
how she and her Brazilian colleagues 
and volunteers have addressed 
schools, universities, government 
meetings, community groups, and 
anyone else willing to listen. They 
have arranged for a Brazilian founda­
tion to fund a traveling exhibit and to 
sponsor television spots---even the 
poorest people in areas without elec­
tricity use car batteries to power tele­
vision sets. The group also has taken 
local conservation clubs and other 
interested individuals to see golden 
lion tarnarins in the wild. As a result 

of such efforts, these animals are rap­
idly becoming a symbol of wildlife 
conservation in Brazil, Dietz said. 

Cultural bias and politics 

If habitat is to be preserved for golden 
lion tamarins and other animals, can· 
servationists will have to overcome 
the cultural view of tropical rain for­
ests as jungles to be conquered, said 
Stuart Hudson of the National Wild­
life Federation in Washington, DC. 
Moreover, he said, in seeking to pre­
serve natural habitats and ecosys­
tems, conservationists too often for­
get about the politics of issues. 

"We charge up the hill on behalf of 
conservation causes without first 
looking around to see if anybody is 
following us," Hudson said. He en­
couraged conservationists to find po­
litical constituencies in the United 
States and developing countries that 
will suppOrt their programs and poli­
cies. "There are people who are will­
ing to stand up for environmental 
issues," he said. 

The watchwords of conservation­
ists today are "biological diversity" 
and, more importantly, "sustainable 
development, ,. said David Western, 
acting head of the New York Zoolog· 
ical Society'S Wildlife Conservation 
International in New York City. 
Western cited human population 
gtowth (tenfold in his native Kenya 
alone in the last century) as the great­
est development problem and as, 
ironically, a due to some of its solu­
tions. 

"Animal populations should have 
declined by 90% in Kenya given the 

lThe symposium Culture: the Missing El- number of people now Eving there," 
emenr in Conservation and Development "",'estern said, "but they have dropped 
was held 8·9 April 1988 in Washington, by only 30-50%. The animals and 

by Jeffrey P. Cohn DC. people can survive together by a more 

BioScience VoL 38: 450-453. Copyright 1988 by the American Institute of Biological 
Sciences and permission of the author. 

4.27.28 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

intense use of resources." 
One species that is not surviving, 

Western noted, is the black rhinoceros. 
The animals are on the verge of extinc­
tion in Africa because poachers kill 
them for their horns, which are made 
into dagger handles and sold in the 
Middle East. However, while dead rhi­
nos are worth about $8000, Western 
said, alive they can bring in $400,000 
a year as a tourist attraction. 

"Those benefits have to be distrib­
uted to local people if we are going to 
change their attitttdes about the value 
of rhinos," Western said. "To do that 
we have to consider that different so­
cieties and different peoples have dif­
ferent cultures, outlooks, and values." 

One way to tie local conservation 
efforts, cultural values, and economic 
development in recent years has been 
so-called debt-far-nature swaps (Bio­
Science 37: 781). The practice uses 
money raised by conservation groups 
in the United States and elsewhere to 
help payoff a portion of a developing 
nation's international andlor com­
mercial debt, and then promotes local 
conservation projects with the finan­
cial resources generated. "The only 
way conservation will work is if it is 
tied up with local people and with 
economic development," said Charles 
Steele of Conservation International 
in Washington, DC, an organization 
that has arranged debt-far-nature 
swaps in Bolivia. 

The idea and practice of debt swaps 
is largely symbolic, Steele admitted, 
because only a small percentage of a 
developing country's debt can be re­
tired this way. Nevertheless, the prac­
tice can "catalyze a cooperative effort 
for conservation whose long~term 
success wili make pale the actual dol­
lars involved," he added. "We have 
created a partnership with organiza~ 
tions abroad that will help strengthen 
them and their efforts to protect bio­
logical diversity." 
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Using culture to promote 
conservation 
~ulture c,an be used to conserve spe~ 
clfic specieS as well as habitats, said 
Katy Moran, a Smithsonian re­
searcher and the symposium's coordi­
nator. She described how traditional 
elephant domestication in Sri Lanka 
for example, is protecting animals en~ 
dangered by agricultural develop­
ment. 

Farmers who cultivate lands for­
merly within the elephants' natural 
range often shoot the animals when 
they return to raid crops. But by 
promoting domestic uses of elephants 
as traditionally practiced in Sri 
Lanka, at least some animals that 
otherwise might be killed can be 
saved, said Moran. Officials are now 
encouraging farmers to capture wild 
elephants. The farmers are paid from 
the proceeds of auctioning the cap­
tured ammals for domestic use. "Ele­
phants can be an investment rather 
than just a pest," Moran said. 



The cultural view of elephants as a 
valuable resource has deep roots in 
the Buddhist religion and literature of 
Sri Lanka, said Rudy Rudran, a Na­
tional Zoo conservation officer and 
native Sri Lankan. The challenge in 
that island country, he said, is to 
renew "an important but often ig­
nored basis for promoting the conser­
vation of wildlife"-the value tradi­
tional culture places on plants and 
animals. 

Rudran described a "march for 
conservation" program in Sri Lanka. 
Begun in 1980, the program uses 
Buddhist writings on the value of 
forests and wild animals to renew 
conservation awareness among an Sri 
Lankans, not just educated urbanites. 
"What is required now," Rudran 
added, "is that local culture be em­
phasized more often." 

The culture of primitive peoples 
can also be used to promote conser­
vation, said anthropologist Darrell 
Posey of Brazil's Nucleo de Etnobio­
logia in Belem. "They have a knowl­
edge of nature and natural systems 
that is often missing in conservation," 
he explained. "A lot of our western 
way of thinking about ecosystems 
simply doesn't work." 

Posey cited an example of Brazilian 
Indians who modify yet maintain 
their tropical rain forest environment 
by clearing forest patches to grow 
vegetables, planting fruit trees in open 
areas to attract the animals they hunt, 
and sowing flower and medicinal 
herb seeds along pathways and other 
easily accessible areas. "These people 
have a lot to teach us," he said. 

If we are to learn from indigenous 
people, Posey said, we have to con­
serve the people as well as their envi­
ronment. "We have had a much 
greater success saving land and en­
dangered monkeys than we have had 
saving primitive peoples," he said. 
"We seek to impose OUf own con­
cepts of order, progress, and culture 
on them." 

The differing cultural views of nat­
ural systems has sometimes led to 
conflicts between indigenous groups 
and governments in the frozen north-

lands as well as in Brazil's Amazonia. 
Northern subsistence hunters manage 
wildlife to obtain food for their entire 
group, said anthropologist Harvey 
Feit of McMaster University in Ha­
milton, Canada. Because animals 
such as caribou may be available only 

Conservationists have 
to overcome the 

cultural view of rain 
forests as jungles to be 

conquered 

a few times a year, these subsistence 
hunters have to both hunt efficiently 
and preserve the resource for future 
use. 

The result, Feit said, is often con­
flict between native Indians in north­
ern Canada and wildlife managers 
who cater to recreational hunters. Re­
stricted hunting seasons and bag lim­
its appropriate for recreational hunt­
ers may interfere with the Indians' 
meeting theif subsistence needs, while 
other restrictions designed by Indians 
may be too limited for recreational 
hunters. These include prohibitions 
against shooting lead caribou for fear 
the herd will not return to traditional 
feeding grounds without its leaders. 
Lead caribou are usually older males 
with large sets of antlers, precisely the 
animals that are most desired by 
hunters. "We need to find a link be­
tween two wildlife management sys­
tems that often work at cross pur­
poses to the detriment of both 
indigenous peoples and [other] wild­
life managers," Feit concluded. 

Who has access to 
natural resources? 
Similar problems have arisen when 
techniques designed to manage land 
in the United States are applied to 
other lands and peoples. "We tend to 
underestimate the productivity of 
other management systems,"said Jere 
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Gillis, a rural sociologist at the Uni­
versity of Missouri in Columbia who 
has studied semiarid land manage­
ment in the United States and in sub­
saharan Africa. "We see our way of 
managing resources as universally ap­
plicable. But most developing coun­
tries lack the time, money, personnel, 
and technical sophistication to use 
our methods as we use them." For 
this reason, Gillis adds, management 
systems that have successfully al­
lowed large herds of cattle and sheep 
to graze on semiarid American prai­
ries, for example, have largely failed 
when applied to semiarid lands in 
other countries. 

A theme that surfaced repeatedly at 
the symposium is the importance of 
understanding the cultures of indige­
nous peoples, and involving the peo­
ple in conservation. In subsaharan 
Africa, Gilles pointed out, the people 
already control grazing animals by 
migrating from place to place as sea­
sons change. This strategy requires 
knowing what plants animals eat, 
what combination of species can 
graze an area without destroying the 
vegetation, how many animals an 
area can support, and what season to 
graze a particular area. 

As an example in the United States, 
Benita Howell described citizen par­
ticipation in planning and managing 
two formerly strip-mined areas of Ap­
palachia. Such involvement can help 
reconcile competing needs of conser­
vation and economic development, 
said Howell, a University of Tennes­
see anthropologist. 

Howell cited the creation of a na­
tional recreation area at Mt. Rogers 
in southwestern Virginia as a case 
where local involvement helped gov­
ernment planners become more sensi~ 
tive to environmental concerns. Con~ 
tributions of local foresters, 
conservationists, and inhabitants 
caused the US Forest Service to mod­
ify plans for Mt. Rogers. Develop­
ment was reduced but not eliminated, 
and environmentally compatible uses, 
such as hiking trails, were expanded. 

In contrast, the US Army Corps of 
Engineers, responding to political 
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pressures to build a hydroelectric dam 
on the Cumberland River to bolster 
industrial development in eastern 
Tennessee and Kentucky, used out­
side contractors and developers and 
made little use of local people in its 
planning process for a national recre­
ation area in the region. The result, 
Howell said, was conflict between de­
velopers and local inhabitants, who 
felt they were being called in only to 
hear the Corps announce its predeter­
mined plans. 

Society needs.to decide who owns 
or has access to resources, said Mi­
chael Pointer of the Institute for De­
velopment Anthropology in Bing­
hamton, New York. Moreover, he 
said, conservationists and developers 
have ro work together to resolve such 
questions. "Conservationists have ac­
quired a heightened appreciation that 
human beings are part of the environ­
ment they seek to protect," Pointer 
said, adding: "Developers have 

learned that short-term economic 
growth achieved by depleting the re­
source base on which long-term live­
lihoods are based is of doubtful ben­
efit. Building actions on these 
improved understandings implies so­
liciting greater participation by those 
affected by conservation and develop­
ment [actions]." 

Nevertheless, Pointer said there are 
obstacles to involving local people. 
Conservationists tend to view habitat 
loss as arising from conflicts between 
people and the environment rather 
than between people with different 
opinions of appropriate access to nat­
ural resources. 

For their part, developers treat lo­
cal populations as if they were homo­
geneous in terms of their goals and 
how they will be affected by develop­
ment, Pointer argued. When a project 
goes awry or encounters local oppo­
sition, developers seek to improve the 
project's design, management, or 
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communications. Developers rarely 
consider, he said, that "they may have 
communicated perfectly well the ben­
efits of their project, but that those 
benefits may conflict in a fundamental 
way with the interests of a significant 
portion of the local population." 

Summing up his talk and, perhaps 
inadvertently, the symposium itself, 
Pointer said that too often both con­
servationists and developers fail to rec­
ognize and address the issue of who 
has access to resources. The extent to 
which they do, he said, may mean that 
"their activities will be at best pallia­
tives that do not get at the crux of 
issues of environmental destruction or 
sustainable development, and at worst 
could have the impact of intensifying 
[environmental] degradation and [eco­
nomic] impoverishment." 0 

Jeffrey P. Cohn is a Washington, DC­
based science writer who specializes in 
zoos and conservation. 



Biological Diversity 
Species Richness 

A geographic approach to protecting future biological diversity 

J. Michael Scott, Blair Csuti, James D. Jacobi, and John E. Estes 

Extinction of species, a major 
focus among conservationists, 
is a worldwide problem. An 

estimated 1000 species are becoming 
extinct each year, and that fate could 
reach 5000 per year in the near future 
(Myers 1979). If these estimates arc 
anywhere near correct, simply deter­
mining what species are at risk repre­
sents a formidable task. Even current­
ly abundant species may rapidly 
become extinct. 

Geographic information systems 
(GIS) technology offers a new oppor­
tunity to perform such analyses. 
These systems were developed to as­
"embl~ Jnd analyze diverse data per­
(aining to specific geographic areas, 
with spatial locations of the data serv­
ing as the basis for the information 
system (Figure O. Having, as the pri­
mary source of input, data referenced 
by spatial or geographic coordinates 

J. Michael Scott is the unit leader of the 
Idaho Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Re­
search Unit, College of Forestry, Universi­
ty of Idaho, Moscow 83843. Blair Csuti is 
a conservation fellow with the Center for 
Conservation Biology, Department of 
Biological Sciences, Stanford University, 
Stanford, CA 94305. James D. Jacobi is a 
research botanist with the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Patuxent Wildlife Re­
search Center, Laure!. MD 20708. John 
E. Estes is the head of the Geography 
Remote Sensing Unit, Department of Ge­
ography, University of California., Sama 
Barbara 93106. They all are interested in 
conducting research and impiementing 
management actions that will preserve 
biological diversiry into the next century. 
'8 1987 American Institute of Biological 
Sciences. 

Geographic information 
systems technology offers 

a new opportunity to 
determine what species 
are at risk of extinction 

(Estes 1987), GIS can assemble, store, 
retrieve, and manipulate data on spe­
cies distributions. These data can be 
used to present information to a re­
source manager in an easily analyzed 
form. 

The scope of the problem 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) lists 946 taxa as endangered 
or rhreatened (USFWS 1987). An ad­
ditional 3000 taxa are listed as cate­
gory 1 (taxa with sufficient informa­
tion to propose listing as endangered 
or threatened and species that may 
have recently become extinct) Or cate­
gory 2 (taxa that are thought to be 
endangered or threatened but for 
which more data are needed to justify 
listing). Since 1620, over 500 species 
and subspecies of native plants and 
animals have become extinct in North 
America (Opler 1976). And there 
have been far more massive losses in 
tropical rain forests (Myers 1986, 
SimberIoff 1986). 

History gives us many examples of 
widespread and common, if not 
abundant, species that arc now ex­
tinct or endangered. \Vho WOUld have 
predicted the extinction of the passen-

ger pigeon (Ectopistes ntigratoriusl, 
so numerous it obscured the sky in 
the mid-1800s? The plains bison (Bi­
son bison bison), once widespread 
across North America, has been virtu­
ally eliminated from its natural habi­
tat and exists today only in small 
herds in parks, refuges, and game 
farms. More recently we have seen 
the dusky seaside sparrow (Ammo~ 
dramus maritimus nigrescens) decline 
from perhaps 2000 birds in 1968 to 
only 6 males (S in captivity, 1 in the 
wild) in 1980 (USFWS 1980a). The 
last captive bird died recently. If his­
tory is any guide, without appropriate 
systems~level conservation actions, a 
number of species currently abundant 
will soon join the ranks of the endan­
gered or extinct taxa. 

With our current knowledge, we 
are not even able to begin assessing 
our species losses. Public and private 
data bases commonly restrict them­
selves to monitoring either the rarest 
ten percent or less of all species or 
those species that are hunted. Moni­
toring efforts for rare species, while 
addressing the immediate need of 
protecting these rare species, provide 
no framework for analysis of long­
term trends in biological diversity. 
The Nature Conservancy, for exam­
ple, recognizes that the protection of 
individual populations of rare species 
is only part of its challenge (!\'ature 
Conservancy 1975). Natural commu­
nities, complete with their assem­
blages of common plants and ani­
mals, must also be protected to 
address the entire spectrum of 
diversitv. 

A co;seryation movement dedi car-

BioScience VoL 37: 782·788. Copyright 1987 by the American Institute of Biological 
Sciences and permission of the author. 
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ed to the protection of natural diversi­
ty has grown considerably in this 
century. National parks and wildlife 
refuges, initially selected for their sce­
nic beauty or concentrations of game 
species, have certainly preserved mil­
lions of acres. Yet, as scores of endan­
gered species approach extinction, 
public and private organizations have 
been forced to use heroic measures [0 

save, on remnant patches of habitat, 
the last individuals of endangered 
species (Temple 1978, USFWS 1976-
1987), Bur, while the list of candidate 
endangered species grows inco the 
thousands, no assessment of the dis­
tribution of biological richness reJa­
tive to management areas exists from 
which to determine the scope of the 
conservation need in North America 
and elsewhere. 

The majority of anima! species are 
not endangered; they range from 
abundant and widespread co uncom­
mon and localized (Williams 1964). 
Given changing patterns of Jand use, 
we cannOt estimate with any confi­
dence how many will survive to the 
year 2100. Worse, we cannot identify 
the minimal areas whose protection 
would ensure the survival of 98%, 
90%, Ot even 50% of today's species. 
No one ha~ analyzed the distribution 
of pi: v ", ; .:u::mal species in a way 
thac would Identify the number oc­
curring on existing preserves or the 
number that could be saved through 
the intelligent planning of future 
development. 

The efforts of many conservation 
groups have been largely restricted to 
protecting areas harboring unique 
communities or a single species recog­
nized as endangered. The Nature 
Conservancy, however, has recently 
begun adopting a systems approach 
for the preservation of biodiversity 
and has done much to protect major 
biotic communities (Roush 1985;. If 
the erosion of biological diverSity is to 
be arrested in the coming century, 
conservation efforts for critically en­
dangered species must be supplement­
ed by a systems approach to species 
protection. Wilson (1985) stated the 
need for a national invenrory of bio­
logical reSources. However, in the ab­
Sence of a compJete inventory, we can 
make more sophisticated manage­
ment decisions using available data 
and geoprocessing technology. 

As a framework for conservation 
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Figure L A geographic information system consists of a collection of layers of thematic 
data le.g., soils, geology. and hydrology) in point, line, surface, or polygon form that 
have been registered to a common coordinate system. This figure depicts the general 
layering possibilities. 

actions, the battles for species preser­
vation are fought at six levels-land­
scape (Noss 1983), ecosystem, com­
munity, species, population, and 
individual. Management costS per 
species increase, and the probability 
of successful recovery decreases, as 
conservation actions are focused on 
lower levels of this hierarchy. 

Reevaluating conservation 
priorities 

By the time a species reaches che US 
Endangered Species list it is, by defini­
tion, "in danger of extinction 
throughout all or a significant portion 
of its range" (US Congress 1983). The 
motivation to rescue otherwise 
doomed species rests upon philosoph-
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ieal as much as biological grounds, 
and may be compared to emergency 
room treatment for (he critically ill. 
Endangered species are the focus of 
much of the efforr to save species 
today, and elaborate and costly re­
covery plans have been written for 
more than 200 taxa (USFWS 1976-
1987), many of them for species num­
bering less than 100 individuals. 

It is a sad commentary that the 
current widespread practice of 
"Emergency Room Conservation" 
channels most of the economic and 
emotional support for the protection 
of biological diversity into those few 
species least likely to benefit from it. 
\X'hile heroic efforts are sometimes 
successful in reversing the downward 
trend of a rare species (e.g., Owens 



River pupfish [Cyprinodon radiosusJ 
[Moyle 1976} and whooping crane 
[Crus americana]), their cost is often 
stag~ering and fraught wIth the po· 
tential for failure (e.g., California 
condor, Gymnog)'ps cali(omianus, 
and black-footed ferret, Mttstela nt­
gripes). The last members of these 
critically endangered populations 
may be eliminated by a chance event 
{Raffaele 1977, Wetmore 1925}. 

More importandy, as Pitelka 
(1981) so eloquently stated,. such ef­
forts suffer a lack of perspective when 
measured against the objective of pre­
serving overall biological diversity on 
the planet. This latter objective is 
better served by applying the tools of 
conservation biology and modern 
geoprocessing technology to the anal­
ysis of the majority of the earth's 
species to determine how and where 
they might persist in relatively unper­
turbed situations, and then managing 
those ecosystems rather than individ­
ual species (Nisbet 1978). A major 
difficulty lies in knowing where to 
focus the management efforts. 

What is required is a program to 

determine how many species are en­
compassed by existing preserves and 
where future preserves would protect 
the maximal numbe~ of species. This 
objective could be met by a GIS in 
which data on species distributions 
are combined with data on bound­
aries of existing preserves (Figure 2). 
Such a system, properly constructed 
and incorporating the appropriate 
data layers, could significantly im­
prove our understanding of the long­
range effects of multispecies manage­
ment practices. This information, 
when combined with data on histori­
cal trends in the populations of inter­
est and changing land use patterns, 
should allow us to anticipate endan­
germent of a population, species, or 
community. 

Multispecies management 
As more species within the same eco­
system require emergency recovery ef­
forts, we will find that maximizing 
benefits to one endangered species 
may further threaten another. Exam­
ples have already been observed in 
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Figure: 2. By superimposing species distribution informati.on with data on land 
ownership and preserve locations within a GIS, maps of the relationship betv.teen 
species richness and existing preserves could be produced in a variety of formats. 
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California. Improving the water sup­
ply for the Owens pupfish resulted in 
the near loss of one of (wo popula­
tions of a snail endemic to Fisn 
Slough in the Owens Valley of Cali­
fornia. 1 Enhancing the habitat of tbe 
Morro Bay kangaroo rat (Dipodomys 
heermanni morroensis) by shrub 
clearing appears to reduce habitat for 
the banded dune snail (Helminthog­
Iypta walkeriana).l 

There is less expense and more 
chance of succ:ess if we fi~ht extinc­
tion in the long term by maintaining 
self-perpetuating populations at more 
cammon species. We must act now to 
prevent species from becoming en­
dangered, rather than waiting until 
each has been reduced to a few hun­
dred individuals. Prevention is cheap­
er chan treatment. For example, in the 
7200-heccare Sacramento National 
Wildlife Refuge there are 257 verte­
brate species, J 70 with resident popu­
lations. The populations of many of 
these species number in the tens of 
thousands. The annual cost of man­
aging this system, estimated at one 
million dollars, is less than the annual 
expenditures on the recovery effort 
for the critically endangered Califor­
nia condor. 

Several different methods have 
been used to identify areas for protec­
tion. Most commonly, areas with 
large numbers of individuals or spe­
cies of interest are selected. More 
recentiy, Diamond (1986) used bio· 
geographical zones to identify centers 
of endemism that, if set aside, would 
protect the vast majority of vertebrate 
species in Irian lara (the western half 
of the island of New Guinea). 

A rel<lted approach involved plot­
ting the ranges of land birds endemic 
to Colombia <lnd Ecuador and idemi­
fying the greatest concentrations of 
endemic species. Terborgh and Win­
ter (1983) proposed thac these areas 
would be optimal for future preserves. 

To assess adequacy of protection, 
Hawaiian researchers mapped the 
ranges of endangered bird species and 
plotted their distribution in relation 
to existing preserves. They found that 
existing preserves included few areas 

IE. P. Pister, 1983. Pusonal communication. 
California Department of FIsh and Game, Bish· 
op, CA. 
lL. Eng, 1986. Pasonal communicarion. Nlrt!· 
ral Hls!Ory Section, Department of fish and 
Game, Sacramen!O, CA. 
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high in species richness and even few~ 
er areas with high population densi~ 
ties of endangered bird species (Figure 
3). Researchers and conservationists 
in Hawaii used information on range) 
population density, vegetation types, 
and habitat response to identify po~ 
(ential preserve areas for endangered 
communities of forest birds (SCOtt et 
al. 1987). 

Klubnikin' used Kuchler's (1977) 
vegetation types plotted against exist­
jng preserves to determine the acreage 
of each vegetation type in California 
and the percentage of each in existing 
preserves. This simple but powerful 
method revealed some unexpected re­
sults. There was very uneven protec­
[ion of the 31 vegetation rypes in the 
state. For example. 95% of alpine 
habitats were in reserves, but less 
than 1 % of the specjes~rich riparian 
habitat was protected. It is not known 
how much area is needed to protect 
each of these habitat types. 

Based on previous results and cur­
rent trends in endangered species pro­
tection, there is a need to balance 
crisis management on individual spe­
cies with a systems approach to the 
problem of preserving biological di­
versiry. Research and development ef­
forts in this area could augment ongo­
ing conservarion efforts while 
providing a perspective on past suc­
cesses and future objectives. 

Geographic information 
systems 
A geographic informacion systems ap­
proach, which analyzes species rich­
ness relative to existing preserves, is a 
simple bur powerful approach. Even 
where applied on a limited scale (Kep­
ler and Scott 1985), it has led to 
results different from the convention­
al wisdom. Ie also offers a pracrical 
way for identifying the needs for eco­
system preservation identi6.ed in the 
International Union for the Conserva­
tion of Nature's world conservation 
strategy. 

Patterns of species richness could 
be plotted for species ot all major 
vertebrate taxonomic groups as well 
as butterflies; these are the groups for 
which we have the best information 
on distribution. The next step would 

lK. Klubnikin, 1979. Unpublished manuscript. 
California Scate Univ..:rsiry, F~lJ~non . 
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Figure 3. Distribution of endangered forest birds in relation to existing nature reserves 
on the island of Hawaii in 1982 (Kepler and SCOtt 1985). 

be categorizing species according to 
their abundance {abundant, common, 
uncommon, or rare) and their occur­
rence in different habitat types (oc­
curs in only one habitat type, two to 
three habitat types, or more than 
three habitat types). The habitat oc­
currence could be further refined by 
documenting those species that oc­
curred regularly in habitats that had 
been significantly altered by man. 

In evaluating these patterns of spe­
cies richness, less concern would be 
necessary for those abundant species 
that are commonly found in heavily 
modified environments outside exist-
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iog preserve areas. In conrrast, preser­
vation of the areas of high species­
richness for rare species, found in a 
few undisturbed habitat types, would 
have the greatest effect on the preser­
vation of biological diversity in the 
21st century. 

The opponuniry exists to assess 
patterns of species richness on a wide 
scale, for example, throughout the 
United States and Canada. Equally 
valuable analyses could be done at 
lower cost on the state or county 
level, especially where good data­
bases already exist. While cost is re­
lated to the resolution, even at the 



scale of the existUlg natural vegeta­
tion maps (l :3,168,000) (Kuchler 
1964) identification of biolo!!ical!y 
significant units is possible. While 
such a GIS analysis would most easily 
be undertaken in regions possessing 
good biological invemories, the con­
cept has global applications. 

Because of their common biogeo­
graphic histories, the distributions of 
many species are largely coincident 
(Armstrong 1972, Miller 1951, Ud­
vardy 1969). Any continental area 
can prob<lbly be subdivided into fau­
nal (and perhaps floral) regions upon 
<1nalysis of patterns of species distri­
butions. Since the ranges of many 
species are restricted to particular 
biological regions, an analysis of pat­
terns of species distributions will 
identify nodes of regional species 
richness that, if collectively protected, 
would capture the vast majority of 
continental biological diversity. 

In suggesting this approach we are 
not obviating the need for gathering 
more detailed data as has been pro­
posed by Wilson (1985) and initiated 
for island ecosystems by the Interna­
tional Council for Bird Preservation 
(Moors 1985). These data, when 
available, could provide additional 
inputs for fine tuning existing meth­
nds ryf preserve selection and design. 

."taightforward process of 
plotting species richness or habitat 
types with overlays of land ownership 
and management practices into a GIS 
can provide a relatively inexpensive 
but powerful land-use planning tooL 
Raw data required include range 
maps fot well-documented species, 
vegetation maps, land ownership 
maps, and boundaries of existing 
preserves. 

Questions that might be addressed 
using this systems approach include: 

• What percentage of the nongame 
species occur within existing 
preserves? 

• What percentage of each vegetation 
type is found within existing 
preserves? 

• Are the areas v...'ith highest species 
richness for uncommon species 
found \vithin existing preserves? 

• What percentage of endemic taxa 
arc found within existing preserves? 

• \X:hat percentage of the ranges of 
threatened and endangered taxa are 
found within existlOg preserves? 

• What percentage of the ranges of 
rare and category 1 and 2 species 
are found within existing preserves? 

If areas of high species-richness for 
native srecies other than those that 
have adapted to man-altered environ­
ments are found to be largely outside 
existing preserves, then those areas 
should be examined in detail at 
1 :24,000 scale and desirable preserve 
areas identified. 

A coordinated digitized base of 
geographic information would facili~ 
tate land-use planning processes for 
the foreseeable future. 1£ population 
density were included in the da.ta 
base, increasingly sophisticated ques­
tions could be asked concerning sin­
gle species and groups of species. For 
example, the problem of what per­
centage of a species range is included 
in a preserve is important, but per­
haps more important is that core pop­
ulation centers be included and that, 
at the very least, a minimal viable 
population of each species be includ­
ed within a preserve (Frankel and 
Soule 1981, Scott et al. 1987, Shaffer 
1981, Soule and Simberloff 1985). 

Maps and methods 
Over the past several decades fine­
~ca\e distributional information has 
become available for terrestrial and 
freshwater vertebrate species through­
Out much or the United States Uones 
et al. 1983, Lee et a!. 1980, Nuss­
baum et aL 1983, Oberholser 1974). 
Today the distribution and habitat 
requirements of many of the more 
than 2400 vertebrates in [he 48 con­
terminous states are known, often at 
a leve! of resolution similar to that 
used for major land-use planning 
decisions. Murphy and Wilcox 
(I986) stated that "vertebrates pro­
vide an adequate umbrella for inver­
tebrates at most levels," so that most 
invertebrates would be protected if 
areas adequate to protect vertebrates 
were set aside. 

Mapping patterns of species rich­
ness for buttertlies would provide fur­
ther safeguards in the attempt to pro­
tect future specIes richness. The 
disrriblltions of most species can be 
rdined by reference to the distribu­
tion of vegetation found in their spe­
cific habitat types. The distribution of 
mammal species, for example, can be 
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predicted from that of their preferred 
habitat types. The species for which 
we have the poorest predictions of 
occurrence are those that are the rar­
est (Wiens 1981), and conservation of 
many of these species is already ad­
dressed on a location-by-location ba­
sis. For some species, especially birds, 
seasonal differences in distribution 
add an additional layer of complex­
ity, but this is far from being an 
insurmountable problem given cur­
renC technological capabilities. ~ 

Integrating vegetation data into the 
analysis serves a threefold purpose. 
First, species' ranges can be refined 
according to habitat preference. Sec­
ond, vegetarian types and their distri­
bution provide a supplemental level 
for the analysis of natural diverSity. 
And, third, unique or rare habitat 
types likely to harbor especially sig­
nificant concentrations of plant and 
animal species can be identified. 

In some areas the marped vegeta­
tion represents a seral stage of recov­
ery from a recent perturbation, such 
as a forest fire or range fire. In these 
cases, it would be useful to further 
modify the predictive species-richness 
model for the atea by anticipating the 
potential vegetation for the area if 
normal succession is allowed to 
proceed. 

It is widely believed that world 
vegetarion rypes are well marped. But 
accurate maps depicting actual vege­
tation cover are virtually nonexistent 
for large areas of the globe (Botkin et 
a1. 1984). Estimates of the area of 
major classes of land vegetation vaty 
widely. Current precision of global 
estimates of land vegetation is limited 
by inaccuracies in mapping the extent 
of vegetation types. Mapping error 
may range from 50% to 200% (Co­
sentino 1986). 

Most curtent smaH-scalc maps of 
vegetation (e.g., Kuchler 1964; a 
1:3,168,000 map) are based on a 
variety of sources that typicaHy pre­
dict what vegetation would be in an 
area if climate were constant and 
there were no human interference. 
Such vegetation maps do not depict 
accurately the current stare of vegeta­
tion and represent little more than an 
informed guess as to what might be 
(Botkin et a!. 1984). 

Remotd\' sensed data from both 
aircraft and spacecraft are improving 
our ability to map yeget.1tJOn cn"er 
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arge areas (Colwell 1983). Boch the 
,'\Jational High Altitude Aircraft Pro­
.;ram and the Landsat Series Satellites 
;re improving our understanding of 
,ctual vegetation types, patterns, and 
t:mporal dynamics. While it may be 

possible to construct state-level vege­
tation maps from Landsat data on the 
order of 43 Landsat frames and 970 
million 57 m x 80 m picture ele­
ments (pixels) for California alone, 
the task of mapping North America 
(approximately 2400 frames and 55 
bil!ion pixels) is still formidable. Yet, 
such information is importam, and 
researchers are working on this prob­
lem (Cosentino 1986. Hofter et at. 
1979, Strahler 1981). 

The mapping, storage, retrieval, 
and manipulation capabilities of GIS 
for research that relates to the ranges 
of large numbers of species of differ· 
em taxonomic, foraging, or nesting 
groups offers much opportunity for 
biogeographic analysis. OUt knowl­
edge of limiting factors is simplistic at 
best, but we can say that the physical 
environment (rainfall, temperature, 
soils, and aspect), the biotic environ­
ment (competitors., predators, and 
distribution of resources in time and 
space), and the historic milieu (past 
climates, faunal movements, chance 
extinctions, ..J.nd dispersal) all play 
roles in determining species distribu­
tions as individual as human 
fingerprints. 

Vertebrate species-richness used as 
an indicator of overall natural diversi­
ty integrates a host of community­
related parameters into the analysis. 
Vertebrate niches are shaped by a 
complex of bioric, abiotic, and cultur­
al factors, such as the complexity of 
the community food web, total avail­
able biomass, and vegetation struc­
ture and productivity. Besides repre­
senting the most readily available and 
quantifiable indicator of biotic diver­
sity, the major role played by verte­
brates in community interactions ar­
gues for a high correlation between 
vertebrate species-richness and OVer­
all natural diversity. However, areas 
of low vertebrate-species-richness 
may have assemblages of inverte­
brates and plants of special interest. 
The use of detailed vegetation types 
and the methods of Klubnikin4 can 
determine whether these particular 

·See ioomore 3 . 

areas are adequately protected. 
Simpson (1964), Cook (1969), and 

Kiester (1971) have mapped broad 
patterns of species richness for Norch 
American mammals, birds, and am­
phibians and reptiles, respectively. 
These studies led to valuable insights 
on continental biogeography, but em­
ployed such a low level of resolution 
that no practical conservation guide­
lines could be drawn. By measuring 
species-density patterns generated 
from a ~rudy of squares 240, 245, and 
160 km on a side, the authors restrict­
ed themselves to describing regional 
patterns of disrribution. 

As Kiester (1971) pointed our, a 
major problem with quadrant analy­
sis of species distribution is habitat 
patchiness within quadrants. A quad­
rant size of 240 km on a side, for 
example, could include portions of 
the Central V::dley of California, the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains, and the 
Great Basin environments of the Ow­
ens Valley. By registering recent distri­
butional accounts for vertebrates and 
butterflies to a vegetation map. it 
should be possible to resolve species' 
distributions at the resolution of a 
square with 16-kilometer sides for 
many states and perhaps all of North 
America. This resolution is an order 
of magnitude finer than earlier 
attempts. 

Use of this cell size opens the way 
for an analysis that is both quantita­
tively and qualitatively different than 
previous efforts. Many topographic 
features, such as mountain ranges and 
intervening valleys of the wes.tern 
United States, can now be resolved. 
The ordinary dispersal range of a host 
of mammals, reptiles, and amphibi· 
ans also faUs within this otder of 
magnitude. implying that most patch­
es of suitable habitat within rhe cell 
will be occupied if the species occurs 
anywhere within the cell. Finally, this 
cell size is appropriate to both public 
and private conservation activities, 
with many protected areas of 25,000 
ha or larger already included in the 
natiortal set of managed areas. It is 
also small enough that smaller refuges 
could be mapped. 

Analysis of panerns or species rich­
ness for North America at this scaie 
offers the opportunity for the first 
time to provide a data set trom wi,i.:h 
predictions of retained biological di­
versity under alternative growth pat-
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terns could be made. Further, such an 
analysis would generate a baseline of 
information about the location and 
magnitude of curtent national species 
richness for state, regional, and na­
tional planning purposes. 

Outlook for diversity 
In the final analysis, the success of 
efforts to rerain biological diversity 
will be judged on the number of sur­
viving .species in the year 2100, nOt on 
whether we save the California can· 
dar or black-footed ferret in the next 
decade. We need to act now to identi· 
fy species-rich areas so that we can 
initiate management actions that will 
reduce the number of species made 
criti..:ally endangered in the next cen­
tury and beyond. "The time to save a 
species is when 11 is still common" (R. 
Edge, as cited in Myers et al. 1987, p. 
4). 

Focusing on species· rich areas of­
fers the most efficient and cost-effec­
tive way to retain maximal biological 
diversity in the minimal area. Given 
the inevitability of further habitat 
loss, this strategy may be the only 
way to resolve conflicts between de­
velopment and the preservation of 
genetic and species diversity. While 
not abandoning the concept of pro­
tecting individual endangered species, 
there is an urgent need for the conser­
vation movement to supplement cur­
rent programs with an ecosystems 
approach to the preservation of bio­
logical diversity. A systems approach 
offers the best chance of saving the 
greatest number of the "cogs and 
wheels" that keep the earth's mecha­
nism turning (Leopold 1953). 
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Biological Diversity 
The Biological Diversity Crisis 

Despite unprecedented extinction rates, the extent of biological 
diversity remains unmeasured 

C ertain measurements are cru­
cial to our ordinary under­
standing of the universe. 

What, for example, is the mean diam­
eter of Earth? 12,742 km. How many 
stars are there in the Milky Way? 
10 11• How many genes in a small 
virus particle? 10 (in <l>X174 phage). 
What is the mass of an electron? 9.1 
x 10-28 grams. How many species of 
organisms are there on Earth? We 
don't know, not even to the nearest 
order of magnitude. 

Of course, the number of described 
species is so impressive that it might 
appear complete. The coronary 
wOllld be that systematics is an old­
fashioned science concerned mostly 
with routine tasks. In fact, about 1.7 
million species have been formally 
named since Linnaeus inaugurated 
the binomial system in 1753. Some 
440,000 are plants, including algae 
and fungi; 47,000 are vertebrates; 
and according to one meticulous esti­
mate published in 1985 by R. H. Ar­
nett, 751,012 are insects. The remain­
der are assorted invertebrates and 
microorganisms. 

But these figures alone grossly un­
derestimate the diversity of life on 
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Museum of Comparative Zoology, Har­
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nology [2(1); 20-29. FaU 1985] with per­
miSSIOn from the editors. 
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The pool of diversity 
is a challenge to 
basic science and 
a vast reservoir of 

genetic information 

Earth, and its true magnitude is still a 
mystery. In 1964 the British ecologist 
C. B. Williams, employing a cambi· 
nation of intensive local sampling and 
mathematical extrapolation, project­
ed the number of insect species at 
three million (Williams 1964). During 
the next 20 years, systematists de­
scribed several new complex faunas 
in relatively unexplored habitats such 
as the floor of the deep sea. They also 
began to use electrophoresis and eco­
logical studies routinely, enabling 
them to detect many more sibling 
species. A few writers began to put 
the ~orld's total as high as ten million 
speCles. 

In 1982 the ante was again raised 
threefold by Terry L. Erwin (1983) of 
the National Museum of Natural His­
tory. He and other entomologists had 
developed a technique that for the 
first time allowed intensive sampling 
of the canopy of tropical rainforests. 
This layer of leaves and branches 
conducts most of the photosynthesis 
and is clearly rich in species. But it has 
been largeiy inaccessible because of 
its height (a hundred feet or more), 
the slick surface of the trunks, and the 
swarms of stinging ants and wasps 
that break forth at allle\'els. To over-

come these difficulties, a projectile 
with a line anached is first shot over 
one of the upper branches. A canister 
containing an insecticide and swift· 
acting knockdown agent is then 
hauled up into the canopy, and the 
contents are released as a fog by radio 
command. As the insects and other 
arthropods fall out of the trees (the 
chemicals do not harm vertebrates), 
they ace collected in sheets laid on the 
ground. The numbers of species 
proved to be far greater than previ. 
ously suspected because of unusually 
restricted geographical ranges and 
high levels of specializ.ation on differ­
em parts of the trees. Erwin extrapo­
lated a possible total of 30 million 
insect species, mostly confined to the 
rainforest canopy. 

If astronomers were to discover a 
new planet beyond Pluto, the news 
would make front pages around the 
world. Not so for the discovery that 
the living world is richer than earlier 
suspected, a: fact of much greater im­
port to humanity. Organic diversity 
has remained obscure among scien· 
tific problems for reasons having to 
do with both geography and the natu­
ral human affection for big orga· 
nisms. The great majority of kinds of 
organisms everywhere in the world 
are not only tropical, but also incon· 
spicuous invertebrates such as insects, 
crustaceans, mites, and nematodes. 
The mammals, birds, and flowering 
plants of the North Temperate Zone, 
on which natural history research and 
popula.r writing have largely focused.., 
comprise relatively few species. In one 
aggregate of 25 acres of rainforest in 
Borneo, for example, about 700 spe· 

BioScience VoL 35: 7~706. Copyright 1985 by the American Institute ofBioiogical 
Sciences and permission of the author. 
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des of trees were identified;! there are 
no more than 700 native tree species 
in all of North America. Familiarity 
with organisms dose to home gives 
the false impression that the Linnaean 
period has indeed ended. But a brief 
look almost anywhere else (for exam­
ple the Australian fauna illustrated in 
Figure 1) shows that the opposite is 
true. 

Why does this lack of balance in 
knowledge matter? It might still be 
argued that to know one kind of 
beetle is to know them ali, or at least 
enough to get by, But a species is not 
like a molecule in a cloud of mole­
cules. It is a unique population of 
organisms, the terminus of a lineage 
that split off thousands or even mil­
lions of years ago. It has been ham­
mered anc\ shaped into irs present 
form by mutations and namral selec­
tion, during which certain genetic 
combinations survived and repro­
duced differentially out of an almost 
inconceivably large number possible. 

In a purely technical sense, each 
species of higher organism is richer in 
information than a Caravaggio paint­
ing, Bach fugue) or any other great 
work of att. Consider the typical case 
of the house mouse, Mus muscultlS. 
Each of its cells contains four s·trings 
of DNA, each of which comprises 
about a billion nucleotide pairs orga­
nized into a hundred thousand struc­
tural genes. If stretched out fully, the 
DNA would be roughly one meter 
long. But this molecule is invisible to 

the naked eye because it is only 20 
angstroms in diameter. If we magni­
fied it until its width equaled that of a 
wrapping string to make it plainly 
visible, the fuHy extended molecule 
would be 600 miles long. As we trav­
eled along its length, we would en­
counter some 20 nucleotide pairs to 
the inch. The full information con­
tained therein, if translated into ordi­
nary-sized printed letters, would just 
about fill all 15 editions of the Ency­
dopaedia Britannica published since 
1768. 

Perhaps because organic diversi­
ty is so much greater and richer 
in history than previously imag­

ined, it has proved difficult to express 
as a coherent subject of scientific in-

'Ptrer S. Ashron, 1985, personai communica­
rion. Arnold Arboretum, Harvard University. 

AUS 
INSECTS 

108,000 Spec,es) 

\1 NAMED SPECIES 

BRITISH 
INSECTS 

23,500 Species) 

TERRESTRIAL 
VERTEBRATES 
(ca. 1,930 Species) 

~ KNOWN BUT NOT NAMED SPECIES 

o ESTIMATED UNCOLLECTED SPECIES 

Figure 1. The status of research on diversity is illustrated in this comparison of the 
estimated sizes of Australian insect, British insect, and Australian terrestrial vertebrate 
faunas (top) and the levels of taxonomic knowledge about them. Modified from Taylor 
(1983). 

quiry. What is the central problem of 
systematics? Its practitioners, who by 
necessity limit themselves to small 
slices of rhe diversity, understand but 
seldom articulate a mission of the 
kind that enspirits particle physics or 
molecular genetics. For reasons that 
transcend the mere health of the disci­
pline, the time has come to focus on 
such an effort. Indeed, if one consid­
ers other disciplines that depend di­
rectly upon systematics, including 
ecology, biogeography. and behavior~ 
al bioJogy, an emire hier.archy of im­
portant problems present themselves. 
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But one problem srands out, for 
progress toward its solution is needed 
(0 put the ocher disciplines on a per­
manently solid basis. For taxonomy, 
the key question is the number of 
living species. How many exist in 
each major group from bacteria to 
mammals? Where is each found, and 
how does it differ from related spe­
cies? I believe that we should aim at 
nothing less than a full count, a com­
plete catalog of life on Earth. To 
attempt an absolute measure of djver~ 
siry is a mission worthy of the best 
effort from science. 
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The magnitude and cause of bio­
logical diversity is not just the central 
problem of systematics; it is one of 
the key problems of science as a 
whole. It can be said that for a prob­
lem to be so ranked, its solution must 
promise to yield unexpected results, 
some of \vhich are revolutionary in 
the sense that they resolve conflicts in 
current theory while opening produc­
tive new areas of research. In addi­
tion, the answers should influence a 
n.riety of related disciplines. They 
,!,C""lri ,dtr:ct our view of humanity's 
place in the order of tJlIngs and open 
opportunities for the dcvelopmenr of 
new technology of soci~1 importance. 
These several criteria arc, of course, 
very difficult to attain, but I believe 
the diversity problem meers them all. 

To this end, the problem can be 
restated as follows: If there are indeed 
30 million species, why didn't 40 
million evolve, or 2000, or a billion? 
Many ramifications spring from this 
ultimate Linnaean question. We 
would like to know whether some­
thing peculiar about the conforma­
tion of the planet or the mechanics of 
evolution itself led to the precise num­
ber that does exist. At the next level 
down, why is there an overwhelming 
preponderance of insect species on 
the land, bur \'irtually none of these 
organisms in the sea? Hot spots of 
disproponionateiy high diversity of 
plants and animals occur within larg­
er rainforests, and we need to know 
their contents and limits. \Vould it he 
possible to increase the diversity of 

natural systems artificially to levels 
above those in nature without desta­
bilizing them? Only· taxonomic analy­
sis can initiate and guide research on 
these and related topics. 

The relation of systematics research 
to other biological disciplines be­
comes dearer if one considers the way 
diversity is created. A local communi­
ty of pl'ants and animals, of the kind 
occupying a pond or offshore island, 
is dynamic in its composition. New 
colonists arrive as old residents die 
off. If enough time passes, the more 
persistent populations evolve into lo­
cal endemic species. On islands as 
large as Cuba or Oahu, the endemics 
often split into two or more species 
able to live side by side. The total play 
of these forces (immigration, extinc­
tion, and evolution leading to species 
multiplication) determines the global 
amount of diversity. To understand 
each of the forces in turn is automati­
cally to address the principal concerns 
of ecology, biogeography, and popu­
lation genetics. Our current under­
standing of the forces is still only 
rudimentary. The science addressing 
them can be generously put at about 
the level of physics as it was in the late 
nineteenth century. 

T here is in addition a compel­
ling practical argument for at­
tempting a complete survey of 

diversity. Only a tiny iraction of spe­
cies with potential economic impor­
tance has heen used (Myers 1983, 
Oldfield! 984). A far larger number, 
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tens of thousands of plants and mil­
lions of animals. have never even been 
studied well enough to assess their 
potential. Throu~hout history, for ex­
ample, a total of 7000 kinds of plants 
have been grown or collected as food. 
Of these, 20 species supply 90% of 
the world's food and just 3-wheat, 
maize, and rice-constitute about 
half. In most parts of the world, this 
thin reservoir of diversity is sown in 
monocultures particularly sensitive to 
insect attacks and disease. Yet waiting 
in the wings are tens of thousands of 
edible species, many demonstrably 
superior to those already in use. 

The case of natura! sweeteners 
serves as a parable of untapped re­
source potential amon!; wild species. 
A plant has been found in West Afri­
ca, the katernfe (Thaumatococcus 
daniellii), that produces proteins 
1600 times sweeter than sucrose. A 
second West African plant, the seren­
dipity berry (Dioscoreophyllum CWH­

minsii), produces a substance 3000 
times sweeter. The parable is the fol­
lowing: Where in the plant kingdom 
does the progression end? To cite a 
more clearly humanitarian example, 
one in ten plant species contains anti­
cancer substances of variable poten­
cy, bur relatively few have been bioas­
sayed. Economists use the expression 
"opportunity costs" for losses in­
curred through certain choices made 
over others, including ignorance and 
inaction. For systematics, or more 
precisely the neglect of systematics 
and the biological research dependent 
upon it, the costs are very high. 

Biological diversity, apart from our 
knowledge of it, is meanwhile in a 
state of crisis. Quite simply, it is de­
clining. Environmental destruction; a 
worldwide phenomenon, is reducing 
the numbers of species and the 
amount of genetic \'ariation within 
individual species. The loss is most 
intense in the tropical rainforests. In 
prehistoric times, these most species­
rich of aU terrestrial habitats covered 
an estimated 5 million square miles. 
Today they occupy 3.5 million square 
miles and are being cut down at an 
annual rate of 0.7%, that is, 25,000 
square miles or an area the size of 
West Virginia. The effect this deforest­
ation has on diversity can be approxi­
mated by the following rule of thumb 
in biogeog.raphy. When the area of a 
habitat is reduced to one-tenth, the 



number of species that can persist in it 
indefinitely will eventually decline to 
one-half. That much habitat reduc­
tion has already been passed in many 
parts of the tropics. The forests of 
Madagascar now occupy less than ten 
percent of their original cover, and 
the once teeming Brazilian Atlantic 
forests are down to under one per­
cent. Even great wilderness areas are 
giving way. If present levels of defor­
estation continue, the stage will be set 
within a century for the inevitable 
loss of about 12% of the 700 bird 
species in the Amazon Basin and 15% 
of the plant species in South and 
Central America (Simberloff 1984). 

No comfort should be drawn from 
the spurious belief that because ex­
tinction is a natural process, humans 
are merely another Darwinian agent. 
The rate of extinction is now about 
400 times that recorded through re­
cent geological time and is accelerat­
ing rapidly. Under the best of condi­
tions, the reduction of diversity seems 
destined to approach that of the great 
natural catastrophes at the end of the 
Paleozoic and Mesozoic Eras, in other 
words, the most extreme for 65 mil­
lion years. And in at least one respect, 
this human-made hecatomb is worse 
than any time in the geological past. 
In the earlier mass extinctions, possi­
bly caused by large meteorite strikes, 
most of the plant diversity survived; 
now, for the first time, it is being 
mostly destroyed (Knoll 1984). 

A complete survey 9f life on 
Earth may appear to be a 
daunting task. But compared 

with what has been dared and 
achieved in high-energy physics, mo­
lecular genetics, and other branches 
of "hig science," it is in the second or 
third rank. To handle ten million spe­
cies even with the least efficient old­
fashioned methods is an attainable 
goal. If one specialist proceeded at the 
cautious pace of an average of ten 
species per year, including collecting, 
curatorial work, taxonomic analysis, 
and publication, about one million 
person-years of work would be re­
quired. Given 40 years of productive 
life per scientist, the effon would con­
sume 25,000 lifetimes. That is not an 
excessive investment on a global 
scale. The number of systematists 
worldwide would still represent less 
than ten percent of the current popu-

lation of scientists working in the 
United States alone and fal! short of 
the standing armed forces of Mongo­
lia and the population of retirees in 
Jacksonville. Neither does informa­
tion storage present an overwhelming 
problem, even when left wholly to 
conventional libraries. If each species 
were given a single doublt:-columned 
page for the diagnostic taxonomic 
description. a figure, and brief biolog­
ical characterization, and if the pages 
were bound into ordinary 1000-page. 
six-centimeter-wide hardcover vol­
umes, the 10,000 or so final volumes 
of this ultimate catalog would fill 600 
meters of library shelving. That much 
is far below the capacity of some 
existing libraries of evolutionary biol­
ogy. The library of Harvard's Muse­
um of Comparative Zoology, for ex­
ample, occupies 48::;0 meters of 
shelving. 

But I have given the worst scenario 
imaginable to establish the plausibili­
ty of the project. Systematic work can 
be speeded many times over by new 
procedures now coming into general 
use. The Statistical Analysis System 
(SAS), a set of computer programs 
currently running in over 4000 insti­
tutions worldwide, permits the re­
cording of taxonomic identifications 
;''1d localities of individual specimens 
;lnci the automatic integration of data 
into catalogs and biogeographic maps 
(La Duke et al. 1984). Other comput­
er-aided techniques rapidly compare 
species across large numbers of traits, 
applying unbiased measures of over­
all similarity, the procedure known as 
phenetics. Still others assist in sorting 
out the most likely pattern!> of phy­
logeny by which species split apart to 
create diversity, or cladistics. Scan­
ning eleCtron microscopy has speeded 
the illustration of insects and other 
small organisms and rendered de­
scriptions more accurate. The DELTA 
system, developed and used at Aus­
tralia's Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organization, 
codes data for the automatic identifi­
cation of specimens iDallwirz 1980, 
Taylor 1983). Elsewhere, research is 
being conducted that might lead to 
computerized image scanning for 
automatic description and data 
recording. 

In North America, about 4000 sys­
tematists work on 3900 systematics 
collections (Edwards 1984 and per-
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sonal communication). But a large 
fraction of these specialists. perhaps a 
majority, are engaged only part time 
in taxonomic research. More to the 
point, few can identify organisms 
from the tropics, where both the great 
majority of species exist and extinc­
tion is proceeding most rapidly. Prob­
ably no more than 1500 trained pro­
fessional systematists in the world are 
competent to deal with tropical orga­
nisms. Their number may be declin­
ing from decreased professional op­
portunities, reduced funding for 
research, and assignment of higher 
priority to other disciplines (National 
Research Council 1980). To take one 
especially striking example, ants and 
termites make up about one-third of 
the animal biomass in tropical forests. 
They cycle a large part of the energy 
in all terrestrial habitats and include 
the foremost agricultural pests, which 
cause billions of dollars of damage 
yearly. Yet there are exactly eight 
entomologists worldwide with the 
general competence to identify tropi­
cal ants and termites, and only five of 
these are able to work at their special­
ty full time. 

I t is not surprising to find that the 
neglect of species diversity retards 
other forms of biological re­

search. Every ecologist can tell of 
studies delayed or blocked by the lack 
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of taxonomic experw;e. 111 one recent, 
typical case, \\;'itham C. Eherhard 
consulted most of the small numher 
of available (and overworked) au­
thorities to idcntif\" South and Central 
Amcric~n spiders' used III a study of 
web-hllildin~ ]x'havjoL He was ahle 
to obtain JcrcrlllJll:ltions of only 8; 
of the 213 specIes itlcluded, and then 
only after c(lI1!>it\crahk dcby. 11e 
notcs that "there are some (amilies 
(e.g., Pholcidac. Linypbiid:lc, Any­
phaenidael in which Identifications 
('\lcn to genlls of NC{)HOpica\ species 
arc often not possible, and apparently 
will not be until major taxonomic 
revisions are done. On a persunal 
le\'el, this has lllCallt that I have re­
frained from working on some spi­
ders (e.g., rholcid<lc. onc ot the domi­
nant groups of web spiders in a 
vnriety of forest habitats. at least in 
terms of numbers pf individuals) he­
cause I can't get them s:uisfactorily 
identified. "1 

If systel1wtics is an inciispens:J.hle 
handmaiden of other branches of re­
~earch, it is also a fountainhead of 
discoveries and new ideas. providing 
rhe remedy for what tbe biologist and 
philosopher William Morton \X'heeler 
once called the dry rot of academic 
biology. Systemntics has never been 
given enough credit for this second, 
vital role. Even' time J walk into a 
fres 11 h::1bit;l.t, w'hether tropicnl forest, 
5r:J.s~i;\nd, or desert, I become quickly 
aware of the potential created by a 
knowledge of cbssification. If biolo­
gists can identify only a limited num­
ber of species, they are likely to gravi­
tate toward them and end up on well­
trodden ground; the rest of the 
species remain a confusing jumble. 
But if they are well trained Jrl the 
classification of the organisms en­
countered, the opportunities multi­
ply. The known bcts of natural his­
wry become an open ~o()k, patterns 
of adaptation fall into pi:'lce. and pre­
viously unknown phenomena offer 
themselves conspicuoush-. By pro­
ceeding in this opportunistic fashIon, 
a biologist might strike a new form of 
animal communic:nion, a previously 
unsuspected mode of root symbIOSIS, 
or a relation hctween certain srecies 
that permits a dcfinirj\,c test of com­
petition theory. Thl' irOn\" is that suc-

~Lemr from \'C G. EherhJr,~. 1985. Unl\"ersi' 
dad de COsta Rica, Cludad liJl!\"cr~itnflJ . 

cessful research then gets labeled as 
ecology, ph~'siology, or almost ."lny­
thillg else but its (OIlS et origo, the 
study of diversity. 

Svstemnties is linked in such a man­
ncr' not only to the remainder of 
biology but to the fortunes of the 
international cotlservation move­
ment, which is now focusing its atten­
tion on the threatened environments 
of the tropics. Plans for systems of 
ecological reserves have been laid by 
the Internntional Union for Conserva­
tion of Nnture and Natural Resources 
(IUCN), UNESCO, and a gcowing 
number of national governments 
from Austr<'llia and Sri Lanka to Bra­
zil nnd Costa Rica. The aim is to hold 
on to as many species as possible 
within the limits imposed by popula­
tion pressures and the cost of land 
purchase. The long-tcrm effects of 
this enterprise can only be crudely 
predicted until systemntics surveys 
are completeD. country by country. in 
the linited States a proposal for a 
National Biological Survey (N,\BIS) 
has been presented to Congress [see p. 
6861. The rrogram would establtsh a 
survey to describe all the plants and 
anim:lls, lund h:'lsic taxonomic stud­
ies to this enU . .:lnd produce identific.:l­
rioll manuals, c:J.raloc:s. ;1nd other 
pr;lctic:l\ :lids :Koszrarah 19R4). If 
muiripileJ across mallY counmes. 
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such efforts could brin~ the tull as­
sessment of biological diversit~· with· 
in rea.:h. 

Svstematics survc\'s are cost-effi­
cien't .:lod prO\'ide large proportionate 
vields wtth small absolute increments 
;n sllppon. In fiscal 1985. the Nation­
:'II !\lL1seulTl of Natural Histon', the 
I:trgest organization of its kind 'In the 
United St,ltes. spent $12.8 million to 
support 85 scielHists engaged partl~' 
or whollv in tJxonomic studies. In the 
same ye~r, the Prof!:ram in Systematic 
l:.iolngy of tbe National Science Foun­
dation granted $12 miHion for basic 
taxonomic research, while other pro­
grams in the NSF and Depnftment of 
Interior provided $ 13.8 mi\1ion for 
support of museum services, stuuies 
of enJan~('red species, and other ac­
tivities related to systematics. The 
worldwide support for basic tropical 
biology, including systematics and 
ecology, is only about $50 mililon. 
Jmt 1000 annual grants of $50,000 
devoted to tropical organisms would 
doublc the level of support rind revi­
talize the field. To illustrate the differ­
ence in scale, the same amount added 
to the approximately $3.5 billion 
spent on health-related biology in the 
United St:J.tes would constitute an in­
crement of 1.4 %

, causing a barely 
detectable ch;lnge. 

In case such an investment. which 
approximrltely equals the lifetime cost 
of one F15 Eagle fighter-bomber, 
might seem removed from the imme­
diate interests of the United States, let 
me close with an observation on rhr 
importance of hiological research to 
foreign policy. The problems of Third 
World countries. most of which are in 
the tropics, are primarily biological. 
They include excessive popubtion 
growrh, depletion of soil nutrients, 
deforestation, and the decline of ge­
netk diversity in crop and rarest rc' 
serves. It is no coincidence that Haiti 
and EI Salvador, which force them· 
selves on our attention at such fre­
quent intervals, are the most denseh' 
populated and environmentally de­
graded countries in the \V'estern 
Hemisphere, rivaled only by Grenad;t 
(another trouble spot) and three other 
small Caribbean lsbnd-nations. Vir­
tually all repons on the suhjcct re· 
leased by the National Rese:Hch 
Councd a'nd Office of Technolog:' A,­
sessmenr curing the past tCn ~-e.lr~ 
agree that the mtrlcate economiC ;\11<,1 



social prob!cm~ o( tropical countries 
c:mnot be solved wirh(llIt a more de~ 
tailed knowledge of th{! envin'nment. 
Increasingly, that must incluoc.: a dc, 
tailed account of native faunas and 
floras. 

Cont;ress has addressed this prar.­
lem in limited d:.!~ree through tht: 
1980 :lmen,iI11em to the Fortigr. As· 
sisran..:e Act, which mandates that 
rrograms funded throul!h the Agency 
for Imernatio\l:d Development In­

clude an asse~~:;,:..nt 0: ..:nvironmental 
impact. In implemclitmg this policy. 
AlD recognizes thar "the dt':>rrucrion 
of humid tropical forestS is one or the 
mOSt important envIronmental issues 
for the remainder or lim century and, 
perhaps, well into ~he next." in part 
because they are "essential to the 
survival of vast numhers 0' srecies of 
plants and animab" (Department of 
State memorandum 1995J. 

Moving fu:tner, AID ,Ct up an ln~ 
te:-agency Task Force!l~ ~9S.5 to con~ 
sider biologicai Jiverslty a~ a compre· 
hensive issue. In i~5 repo~, to 
Congress. US Str.neg:- on the Cunser­
t'.1tion of Biologic,:']; Dwerslt)' AID 
1985), the task rorce evaiuatec ·i,e 
.:urrent activities or tne dozen ie~!:r~l 
a!:!encies that have been concerne~ 
\\:ith diversity, mduJing tl1e Smith­
sonian Institution. the Environmental 
rrote~tion Agency, OlnJ AI;) !t.sdf. 
The most Imporr:wr recommenda­
tions made b\' tne !!rour:. in m\' ODin· 
lon, are tnOSe' rha: :a!l ior the primary 
1:1\·enron· anc 3ssessmem 0, !I:ltl\·e 
iaunas and floras. In ::l":~, nar mu.:n 

else C:ln be accomplished without this 
detailed information, 

AID aiso supports research pro­
grams in which nationals of the redp· 
it:nt countriel' :ue principal investiga­
tors, and US citizens serve as 
collaborators. TIllS arrangement is a 
proven way to build science and eech­
nology in the Third World and is 
rarticll:::~r\' wei! suited co rrorical 
biolo).::' .. .)wdies of diversiry are· best 
condu..:ted af sites of maximum dt ~'er­
sitv. Thev arc !::thor-intensive and re~ 
-1u'ire Jes~ expen,:lVt instrumentation 
thar. mOst kind:. of research. Perhaps 
most ImpOrtan~, their relevance co 
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natIonal identIty and weliar:: art im· 
mediatelv ObVlOU~. 

T" put tne m:ltter a~ conchel\' as 
rossihlt::, 1:1l(10);lI.:al dJ\'\:rsny i~ un;que 
in tnt' evenUC% of ib Imponanct to 

both developed and devejorjn~ COll:1-

tries and in tin: cost-eHectj\'(:'I1t'ss ot ICS 
study. The l;nicd Stare~ would do 
weI! ttl seek ~ formal intl'rn;nional 
agreemcn: among collnrri': . possihly 
in the i()fm or an intcr:~=,c,on:l! Dec­
ade for tht Stu.iv of Litt" (." Earth, to 

improve financl~! suppor .·nJ access 
t(, study sites. To spr,·J technical 
c;,mabiht\· whert it i~ ':!ost netded. 
ar~'lnf!t'~ents car. be I.'Jde to retain 
srl.!Clmens within the countries of 
till'lr origin wlllh: rrailling fi..ltionals 
[0 assume le;l(JcrJhir 10 5vsltmarics 
and the relatt:d scicmiii..::: dtS,:lplines. 

l!: PhYSICS and Phi/(Jsof,hy, \\'aner 
HClscnbng sugg:ested that science is 
the best way to establish links with 
other cultures bl!cause it is concerned 
not with ideology bur with nature and 
humanity's rdation to nature. If th:lt 
promise can ever be met, it will surely 
be in an inrernational effore co under­
stand and 5;)\·. biologicai diver~ity. 
This being the only living world we 
::Ire ever like\-.: to know, let us join to 

make the mosr of iI, 
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Biological Diversity 
The Conservation of Diversity 

in Forest Trees 
Why and how should genes be conserved? 

D dorestation, pollution, and 
climatic change threaten for­
est diversity all over the 

world. And because forests are the 
habitats for diverse organisms, the 
threat is extended to all the flora and 
fauna associated with forests, nOt only 
forest trees. In a worst case scenario, if 
the tropical forest in Latin America 
was reduced to the areas now set aside 
in parks and reserves, 66% of the 
world's plant species would go ex­
tinct, along with 69% of the birds and 
correspondingly high proportions of 
the other fauna (Myers 1984). 

But immediate loss of species is not 
the only danger. Among the surviving 
species, many populations will be lost, 
taking with them much of the genetic 
diversity upon which long~term sur~ 
vival and evolution depend. A really 
alarming thought is: What if the loss 
of biological diversity does irrevers~ 
ible damage to OUI. planetary life~ 
support system? 

At the root of this threat is human 
population growth. And to support 
our expanding population, we con­
cerltrate our agriculture on just a few 
species-20 species supply most of the 
world's food (US Committee on Ge­
netic Vulnerability of Major Crops 
1972). In these species, the genetic 
base is greatly reduced, both purpose­
fully, to facilitate management, and by 
chance. This reduction leads to anoth­
er problem of gene conservation: the 

F. Thomas Ledig is the director of the 
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F. Thomas Ledig 

The need is clear, but 
the task is enormous, 

and time is 
running out 

uniformity and, therefore, vulnerabil­
ity of our food and fiber supply. 

Therefore, three different objectives 
are included under the rubric of gene 
conservation! 

• Protection, particularly of domesti­
cated plants, from genetic vulnera~ 
bility-a uniformity that leaves 
them vulnerable to new environ­
mental or biotic challenges 

• Protection of endangered species 
• Preservation of genes for future use. 

These three objectives, in fact, have a 
common thread-the maintenance of 
genetic diversity. 

My objective in this arricle is to 
outline the scope of gene conservation 
in relation to wild plants and, most 
particularly, forest trees. The impor­
tant questions are: why conserve, 
what should be conserved, and how 
can it be conserved? 

Vulnerability 

The question of genetic vulnerability 
is most perrinent for domesticated 
crops, not wild plants. National atten­
tion was focused On genetic vulnera­
biiity by the corn bitght of 1970 (US 
Committee on Genetic Vulnerability 

of Major Crops 1972). in the United 
States, 75% of the corn crop waS 
descended from a single mutant that 
was susceptible to the com blight 
fungus. 

1n all the majot crops in the United 
States, a few varieties account for 
most of the acreage. Seed companies 
or public agencies lower their COSt if 
they can conduct one breeding pro­
gram rather than many. In addition, 
there is <l legitimate demand for crop 
uniformity to facilitate management 
and reduce the costs of cultivation, 
handling, and processing. 

The cOrn blight was not the first 
instance in which uniformity had led 
to epidemics. World history has been 
altered by similar events, such as the 
Irish potato famine of the 19th centu­
ry. Potatoes were the staple crop of 
Ireland. They were vegetatively repro­
duced, and most of the country grew 
a single done {US Comminee on Gt:­
netic Vulnerability of Major Crops 
1972). When iate blight muck, thou­
sands of people died and others emi­
grated. The first great postcolonial 
wave of immigration to the United 
Stal"es (in the 1840s) was a result of 
that tamin\!, 

Breeding has not yet resulted in 
dangerou":> uniformity in forestry. 
Most ttee breeders strongly emphasize 
the maintenance of variability (Zobel 
1978). Usually, breeding programs in 
forest trees begin with selections from 
wild, undomesucated populations. 
Breeders have n:srricted these initial 
selections to one per wlld stand and 
brought the selections from different 
stands together in seed orchards 
where they inrercross, generating 

Bi~ence VoL 38: 47~-4,?9. Copyright 1988 by the American Institute of Biological 
Sciences and perJDlSSlon of the author. 
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more variabilin" than would be f(lUnd 
in natural stands (Zobel et .11. 197"2). 
In advanced ~ener:Hlom, breeders 
plan to maintain multip1c ropuintlons 
to reduce the problem of inbreedlllg 
and counter genetic unitornury (Bur­

"don et a1. 1978). Gi\'en the commit­
ment of breeders to 0l3intain variabil­
ity and prevent inhrredillg, Olle mq;ht 
relieve that there is no threat that tree 
crops will oecome as \'u1n<:rable as 
most agricultural crops an:. However, 
dangers do exi<;t. Some lilies and 
clones arc so outst:lndiTlgJ~' surcrior in 
favorable environments (Zobel et at. 
1972) that grmvcrs could decide to 
plant crops of restricted parentage, or 
even single clones, in a gamble to 
maximize profits. Thus, the results of 
hreeding can be misuscJ. 

Species preservation 

International concern ahout species 
diversity is a result of three major 
conside"ra tions-economic. ecologic, 
and esthetic. Some conservationists 
may add a fourth concern, ethical. 

Economic concern is appa.rent be­
cause the loss of a species meanS the 
loss of not one gene, but a whole 
genetic library. Many of our medi­
cines, insecticides, herbicides, and 
other chemicals come from plants or 
are based on plant models. Of all 
pres~ription drugs. 25~/o come directly 
t:om plants (Farnsworth and Soejarto 
1985). But most plants have not yet 
been im'estigated for potentially use­
ful compounds. The National Cancer 
Institute took 25 vears ro test 35,000 
species for antitu'mor activity. Tests 
for antitumor activity use crude ex­
tracts and reveal not!~ing ubout other 
potential uses of the pla~!H chemicals. 
At the present rate of extinction, thou­
sands of species will be gone before 
the" can be evaluated. The extent of 
consequent economic loss IS not pre­
dictable, but potentiall)' enormous 
(Oldfield 1984). 

Ecologic conce~lls :lri~e hecause the 
loss of species could mean the loss of 
entire ecos~'stems throu~h a cascade 
effect (Ehrlich and Ehrlich 19S 1). Tt'r­
burgh (1986) ptonJcd :111 example 
from the tropics. Less ! h:lI1 one per­
cent of the local pi:lnr dl\'ersity in the 
Amazon of Peru seem5 to surron 
almost all of the fruc.lvores for three 
months of the vear.' The fnlc.lvores 
include the rrin~ates, birds, :J'!ld ro-

dents. If these keystone plant spe­
cie~-the palms, figs. ond a few nectar 
sources-were loq. the fru~i\'ores 
would be lost. A!ld if the fruglvores 
were lost, most of the other plant 
species that depend on them for "eed 
dispersal would be lost. Thus. if.1 fl·w 
keystone species are removed. a whole 
ecosystem could collapse. And if we 
drastlcallr modify or desuoy an eco­
system, \~.j!l we dlsmpt the bio~eodi­
matlc cycies that supror~ all life on 
Earth? 
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The third reason for protecting: el1-
dangered species is esthetic (for a dis­
cussion of the cultural Importance of 
biotic diversity, see Oftice of T echnol­
ogy A:-;sessme~t [OTA] 1987). Esthet­
ic reasons are the hnrdest to pill dOWIl, 

but I believc that diversity is necess:m· 
to the health of humanit';·. Some sem~ 
of di\"ersirv seems necess~r: for sani!\. 
Even If I n~\·er see a highla~d gorill;"! (~r 
:1n African lobeli:l. I feel bener know­
ing the:' arc still there. And I fl··:] 
cilllllnishcd knOWing that the wilJ (;]1· 



ilornia wndors are now g.one. 
Concerns for the sater), at endan· 

t:l'n;d ~pecies are great enou~h that 
til:;:), have sparked legislation apl'hca­
~k: to the conservatlon of btU!' .gic<ll 
diversity. The Endangered SPt" .. -ICS Act 
\\'05 passed in 1973, in part a~ a result 
of economic and ecologic bcrms, hut 
must\y in respunse to esthetics. In the 
wntint:nta! United St:ltes, only twO 
tree spel:ies are furmally listed as eo­
dJngered. Information on another 
four species supportS proposing them 
iur end<lngercd status, and another 
mne species and twO varirties need 
iurther study (US Fish and Wildlife 
Service 1 ~J85). 

The Endangered Species Act was 
closely followed OJ' the Forest and 
Jtmgeland Renewable Resources Act 
in 1974 and the National Forest Man­
:'lg.ement Act in 1976 (Norse et al. 
1986). These latter acts require the 
national forests to prepare land man­
agement plans that "provide for di­
versity of plant and animal communi­
ties." The plans are being released for 
comment now by each of the 156 
national forests. They are written with 
a 50-year planning horizon, but they 
will be revised every 15 years. Within 
the past year the Sierra Club Legal 
Defense Fund and other groups have 
brout:ht several suits under the Na­
tiona'! Forest Management Act, charg. 
ing that some national forests have 
fJiled to provide for diversity. 

At present no laws provide specifi­
cally for protection of populations or 
genes. Only named taxa (species, sub­
species, or varieties) are addressed in 
the forest management plans. But, the 
National Forest Management Act 
could be used to justify the con::itrva· 
tion of genetic resources on the imra­
spt:cific level. 

Preservation of genes 

Why preserve genes? They are the raw 
materials for breeding and continut::d 
evolution. Although m:lrkets may 
change and new pests may appear, 
breeders wi!! not be able to respond 
without :l pool of genes. An example 
of a chan~e in market conditions is the 
increased demand for tlSS\JC, news· 
prim, and priming pOl per from south­
ern pines (Zobel and Talbert 19S4). 
!nitially, the major paper product 
Irom southern pines was kraft b3gS 
and corrugated boxes. Breeders sclt:..:t· 

ed trees thot had wood of hig.h specific 
gravity because ther gave t!0od pulp 
Yields :lnd resulted in hag~ with dt::sir­
able properties {cg., high tCJr 
strength}. But wood oi somewhat low­
er specific gravity is prderable for 
tissue anJ printing papers. Fortunate· 
Ir, trees that had been selected for 
growth and form bdore they were 
known to have low specific gravity, 
had been clonally propagated and pre, 
served ill n:st'arch orchards, called 
clone hanks, ond therefore were avail­
able to breeders when demands 
changt:d. 

The ILter:Hllrc is full of examples of 
new pests, c:ither introduced, like 
chestnut blight (Md~.lr and Jaynes 
1969), or those that arose in response 
to agricuitur.1i practices, such as na· 
dve insects that became significant 
pests Ot introduced crops (Holling and 
Goldberg 1971). And recall the terri w 

ble new diseases that have appeared In 

our Own species in the last 20 rears­
Legionnaires disease, Lyme disease, 
acquired immunodeficiency disease 
(AIDS), and Tahoe disease. 

What gene~ do we want to save? All 
if we could, because it is impossible ro 
predict what may be useful in the 
future, Pre1>ervation of genes takes on 
special impOft;lnce now that they can 
be transferreJ between virtually any 
organisms using recombinant DNA 
technology. 

How do we save these genes? Will 
we save enough genetic information if 
we save ont' individual? One popula­
tion? Many populations? Our options 
are to systematically sample Or to 

launch studic=s of a species' genetic 
architecture to identify representative 
and unique genetic resources. 

Systematic samples. Without specific 
iniormation, our best approach is to 
preserve samples systematically­
both from representative popu lations 
and from extreme or unusual popula­
tions, ror example, whtn the Institute 
of Forest Genetics undertook a ll13jor 
collection in sugar pme (Pinus /,1/11-
bertuma Doug!.), lhe scientists knew 
onlv that o;:kv:nioIlJI \';)ri:Hion was 
pro'nounced (Harry el .11. 1983). ~o 
ther sampled trom various elevationa! 
tr.lOseCts III the ,)Itrra NevaJa, S\·~tem­
atically covering the lJ.tltudinal'rJ.nge, 
and they s:.lmpkd thr.: Transverse 
Ranges and:.l tcw sites 111 the Kbmath 
Mountains-all as representative of 
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the body of the species. But they also 
sampled from Junipero Serra Peak in 
Alta California and the Sierra San 
Pedro l\hrm in Baja Californl:l (Fig· 
un: 1 \ as unusual sites, representing 
reiictual populJ.tions or populatIons 
that wen:, perhaps, adaptt:d to special 
conditions. In bct, sugar pine from 
hoth are;lS proved unique. Sugar pine 
from Junipero Serra had an unusually 
high frequency of a major gene for 
blister rust re~istance, and the Baja 
sample is unusually blue in foliage 
color, which might be useful in breed­
ing for droughty condnions. 

Unfortunately, represemarive pop· 
ulations have already disappeared 
from the ranges of many wild species. 
Forests have been eliminated at lower 
elevations, and the land converted to 
agriculture. West of the Cascades in 
Washington and Oregon, forest land 
has decreased five percent since 1952 
(Harris 1984). And even where forests 
were not eliminated, early loggers se­
lectively removed the best trees, a 
practice that may have eroded the 
genetic resource, It is especially unfor· 
tun ate that low-elevation populations 
were eliminated, because those were 
the popubrions likely to carry genes 
for high productivity under domesti­
cated con~li:i()ns (i.e., adapted to fer­
tile soils). i>lJt they were lost hdore 
anvone: even considered their genetic 
vaiue. 

Genetic architecture. So far, conserva­
tionists hav!;: been forced to proceed 
with little data on the distribution of 
genetic variation and have followed a 
common-sense, systematic scheme for 
sampling genetic resources. But we do 
have the technology to get 1Il10rma­
(iun on the dJ::itribmion of !:!~'netic 
variation quickly, refine efforts, and 
decide where the representative genes 
are and when: unique genes ur gene 
combinations exist. That technology 
is the electrophoretic separation of 
proteins and (he analysis of variants 
called isozymes [0 quantify gene fre­
quencies (Conkle and Adams 1977). 
Most of the rapidly accumu!.:uing in· 
formation on wild species of plant~ 
anJ anllllals comes trom i~'oz)'nH: 
an;lh·sis. 

Sc·\,erJ.! conifcr~ have already been 
subleCted to genctlc analYSIS, but un­
ionunately, !;l:neralizing results to 
new ~pecies i1> difficult. Species of lim­
ited distribution have a tendency 
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toward little variation and widespread 
species tend to have t;rL'JICr variation 
(Ledig 1987). But the exceptions are 
striking. Loblolly pine (Pi17u5 taeda L.) 
has a wide range and is highly variable 
(Conkle 1981), but red pine (Pmus 
resrnosa Ait.) also has a wide range 
and is ~enetically depauperate (Fowler 
and ,"torris 1977). Torrey pine (Pinus 
torreyana Parry ex Carr) is restricted 
to two small populations, each of 
which is completely depauperate but 
genetically unique (Figure 2; Ledig 
and Conkle 1983). Santa Lucia fir 
(Abies braeteala D. Don.) has a small, 
fragmented range and is almost de­
pauperate also, but its populations are 
not unique (Ledig 1987). 

Great Basin bristlecone pine (filIUs 
lo"gaeva D. K. Bailey) also has a 
fragmented ranRe, It is restricted to 

mountaintops. out It has hi~h levels of 
diversiry wirh no differences among 
populations, Over 90<:0 of the total 
variation can be found on anyone 
mountaintop (Hiebert and Hamrick 
1983). Even more complicated pat­
terns have emerp.!:d: western white 
pine (Pinus montlcola Doug1.1 is uni­
form across most of 1tS range but 
hif!.hly variable in California L(Stein_ 
hoff et al. 1983; 

Electrophoresis pro\'ided a tool to 
locate genetic resources. But we can 

not yet generalize from plant species 
to plant speCies, and the number of 
species that remams to be studied is 
huge, For trees a/one, there are 684 
native species In the continental unit­
ed States (Lin!r 1981). Even with 
isozyme electrophoresis. it will be a 
long tinte before they are all adequate­
ly studied, let alone all the temperate 
herbaceous flora or the far greater 
botanical riches of the tropics. 

Conservation efforts 

Identifying genetic resources is only 
pan of the job. Once identified, how 
do we save them? Conservation efforts 
are usuallv dassed as in. situ and ex 
situ, meaning in the natural position 
(or in place) and o.ut af the natural 
pasitian, respectively. 

Ex situ preservation. Ex situ preser­
vation is accomplished in batanical 
gJrdens, test plantations, seed or­
chards, clone banks, seed storage 
banks, tissue cultures. and DNA li­
braries. The major problems are a lack 
of lang-term, continuaus funding and 
adverse changes in rhe preserved ma­
terials. 

Botanical gardens and arboreta are 
common, bue they rreserve rao small 
a generic base, usually maintaining 
single trees, or, at the most, d. few 
specimen trees of any given species. 

Provenance, or seed saurce, tests 
use a common garden environment to. 
compare of!~pring from a range af 
papulatians. They maintain a broader 
genetic base than arbareta, but are 
usually restricted to commercial or 
potentially cammercial woody plants. 
In addition. they have a lifetime of 
only 50 to 100 years. and are not 
self-perpewating. No proviSIOns are 
made for replacement once test results 
are: complete. Another problem is that 
selection takes place in an environ­
ment alien to most of [he sampled 
populations; therefore. genes for 
which a population was saved may be 
lost by mortality. 

For example. the Institute of Forest 
Genetics sampled Coulter pine (Pinus 
coulteri O. Don) throughout its range 
from the Sierra de Juarez af Baja 
California to the San' Francisco. Ba\' 
Area of Alta California. Seeds fro~ 
several populatians were sown and 
tbe progeny were raised in research 
gardens in Placeryilie, Califarnia, at 3. 
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latitude near the northernmost limit 
for native Caulter pine. The seedl!nps 
were then planted in a replicated, 
randomized rest. First-year surVival in 
the progeny from Chaik Peak, which 
is south of Monterey, was only 24%, 
but in progeny from San Benito 
Mountain, 87%. Selection among 
populations is already obvious, and It 
is likely that mortality within popula­
tions was also selective, eliminating 
the very diversity we should hope to 
preserve. 

Seed orchards are plantations estab· 
lished for the production of commer­
cial quantities of seed of important 
timber species. These orchards fre· 
quently are established with grafted 
dones. For species like loblolly pine, 
these orchards preserve hundreds of 
clones. However, in an active breeding 
program, a seed orchard lasts only 
about 20 years before it is replaced by 
the next generation of breeding. 

Clone banks. like seed orchards. are 
another tool of the breeder but have a 
broader base and a longer life. Like 
seed orchards, clone banks are usually 
established with grafted dones. Un­
like seed orchards, the purpose of 
clone banks is long~term preservation. 
Over 8000 clones of loblolly pine 
alone are preserved in dO!1~ banks in 
the southeastern United StlteS (Mc­
Connell 1980). Hawever, necause of 
their COStS, clone banks are generally 
established only for the most impor­
lant commercial species. 

Seed storage is more impartant for 
conservation of most species. It is the 
most obvious way to preserve samples 
of the genetic resource, yet is not 
without limitations (Roberts 1975). 
The most important limitation is that 
not all seeds can be stored. For exam­
ple, seeds of popJars (Populus spp_) or 
oaks (Quercus spp.) remain viable rar 
anly a few weeks to a year. Paplars 
and oaks alone represent approxI­
mately 20% of all tree species in the 
continental United States. In the tror 
ics. species that can be stored as seed 
are even less cammon (Ellis et aL 
1985). Conifer seed can be stored for 
decades, but eventually seed must be 
renewed by growing new trees, a sec­
ond limitation. The process of grow· 
ing plants to praduce fresh seeds is 
expensive, and) during the pracess, 
selectian may rnadiiy the genetic re­
saurce in the same wav that selection 
modUles provenance te~cs. A tlmd lim-



itatian is that not even stored seeds are 
immune to change, Mutations aCC\l~ 
mubte rapidly, even at low tempera­
[Utes (Roberts 1975). 

Finally, adequate facilities for Jong­
term seed storage of forest nees do not 
yet exist (Belcher 1980). The National 
Seed Laboratory in Fort Collins was 
established for crop plants such as 
small grains, cotton, tobacco, and soy­
beans. The storage conditions used, 
open containers at 4°C, would be 
unsuitable for most tree species. The 
National Tree Seed Laboratory at Ma­
con, Georgia, uses better conditions­
sealed containers at -7°e. But it can 
handle only 5900 samples, and those 
mainly for a short term. Crop species 
in the National Seed Laborarory are 
represented by many samples (e.g., 
more than 40,000 seed samples for the 
grain crops-wheat, barley, oats, rye, 
rice, sorghum, and maize; White and 
Hyland 1973), '0 5900 samples are 
too few to cover the 684 tree species 
native to the United States. The Na­
tIonal Tree Seed Laboratory's primary 
functions are to test seed and act as a 
clearing house for seed exchange. 
Therefore, we are left with no long­
term seed storage facility for forest 
trees or for the much greater number 
of woody shrubs and other wildland 
plants. 

Tissue culrure is promising, but ge­
netic change occurs at even more rapid 
rates in unorganized tissue or cells 
than in seeds (Chaleff 1983, D'Amato 
1975). Another problem with tissue 
culture is that we cannot yet regener­
ate whole plants from cultured tissues 
of most species. Only a few species 
have been regenerated successfully. 

'What about DNA libraries? DNA 
'of forest trees can be fragmented and 
the fragments incorporated in bacte­
rial DNA and perpetuated in bacterial 
cuhures (Kinlaw et al. in press). But 
that would require maintenance of 
106 to 107 cultures to preserve the 
DNA from a single tree. Therefore, the 
possibility of mainraming DNA from 
a large sample of trees is unthinkable. 

The alternative is to read the DNA 
sequence to provide a blueprint for its 
reconstruction, and thus make the 
bacterial cultures superfluous. Haw­
ever, reading the D:--.JA and making 
sense of it is a monumental task. 
Consider the current proposal to se­
quence the entire human genome. 
That project, if approved, could take 

as much as 30,000 person-years and 
upwards of two billion dollars (Rob­
erts 1987). The human genome has 
three billion nucleotide pairs, while 
conifer genomes have many more. The 
sugar pine g.enome is 5.5 times longer 
than the human genome (Dhi\lon 
1980). Can we imagine sequencing the 
DNA of even one rree, let alone the 
range of variation within one tree 
species or representatives of all our 
tree species and wildland plants? 

To summartze, all ex situ tech­
niques have disadvantages. For exam­
ple, genetic change is a problem in 
provenance lests, seed banks, and tis­
sue culture. But tbe major problem is 
continuity. Ex situ conservation de­
pends on continuity in policy and 
funding. If we establish a seed bank 
today, will it continue to be funded 
five years from now? How much faith 
can we place in governments, their 
stability, and consistency? The same 
questions may be asked of in Situ 
conservation, but in situ reserves are 
often less costly. 

In situ conservation. The best solution 
for most species is to leave them in 
situ. In situ, the problem is not to 
preserve samples of genes; whole co­
adapted gene complexes and biologi­
cal communities must be preserved. 
Whatever keeps the popularion func­
rioning as a viable, natural unit must 
be intact. 111is task requires protec­
tion, and perhaps management, of the 
whoie support system-for example, 
the pollinators, seed dispersal agents, 
and the characteristic patterns of dis­
turbance. 

At first glance it would seem rhat 
many categories of public lands al­
ready function as in situ gene banks in 
the United States. About 28.5 million 
ha of federal land is in national parks, 
monuments, and preserves. \ Another 
11.5 million ha are in 327 wilderness 
areas (US Forest Service 1985a). To­
gether these public lands cover a large 
area, but the problems of conservation 
are not solved. 

These Jjnds are almost invariablv a 
biased sample of the resource. They 
are concentrated at high elevation. 
And while hIgh mountain areas may 
be our greatest scenic treasure, biolog-

'Edward R. H;lberlin. 1986. Personal commu­
nlcatlon. NatlOnal Park Servl<;;e, Sail Frallcis,o, 
CA. 
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ically they are least diverse (Harris 
1984). In addition) the restrictions on 
management of national parks and 
wilderness areas may preclude mea­
sures necessary for preservation of the 
genetiC reSOurce. For example, seral 
species may require disturbance in 
order [0 regenerate themselves, but 
protection _ has reduced the incidence 
of fire, otten the primary agent in 
retarding succession. 

Research Natural Areas (RNAs) are 
more suitable for conserving genetic 
resources in some ways. RNAs are a 
network of field sites established on 
{edct,,1 lands for ecological reseatch 
(FeJeral Committee on Ecological Re­
serves 1977). One of their stated func­
tions (US Forest Service 1985b) is to 
"preserve and maintain genetic diver­
sity." The areas are systematically lo­
cated to preserve representative plant 
communities; therefore, they are not 
concentrated at high elevations. The 
minimum size of an RNA is 12104 ha 
(300 acres), but the 150 established by 
the Forest Service, as of 1985, aver­
aged 470 ha. 2 The Bureau of Land 
Man3.gemem has 326 more, but these 
are nor as well documented or pro­
tected. 

One problem with RNAs is their 
small average size. First) species ex­
tinction is likely in small reserves. 
Second, if surrounded by plantation 
forest, pollen contamination may be a 
problem for the tree component; i.e., 
the native genetic resources may be 
modified or swamped by gene migra­
tion from surrounding- plantations. 
Third, some foresters have opposed 
establishment of RNAs. Many of the 
national forests are under administra­
tive pressure to increase timber har­
vest, and RNAs reduce the land base 
for timber production. Therefore, for­
est superviwrs are reluctant to desig­
nate RNAs in ateas of prime timber 
types, and .rhis reluctance has slowed 
establishment (Henson and Nelson 
1986). The record of other agencies, 
such as the Bureau of Land Manage­
ment, has been no better. 1 single out 
my own agency because it is most 
familiar to me, bur in fact it is gener­
ally responsive to criticism. 

Botamcal areas are another catego­
ry of reserve. However, few of these 

~Rus~~ll M. Burn~. 1986. Personal ,ommuni,a· 
!lon. Research Na!ural Areas Program, USDA 
ror~st S~r\,l":~, '\jia~hmgton, DC. 
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Figure 3. Species-area relationship for arc­
tic-alpine plant species (after Riebesell 
1982): numbers of species and the areas of 
the alpine ecosystem ill the AJirondack 
Mountains, New York (top-arithmetic 
scale; bottom-logarithmic sctlle), 

are established on federal land, and 
they can be extremely small, perhaps 
only a few square meters in area. The 
Ancient Bristlecone Pine Forest in the 
\X.'hire Mountains of the Invo Nation­
al Forest is a large botanic~1 area that 
is an exception to the rule; it includes 
11,732 ha (of which 42 ha are private 
land), Other species are protected in 
state parks and forests, in wildlife 
refuges, and in private narural areas, 
such as those of The Nature Conser· 
vancy. Finally, some wildland plants 
exist in roadside :md streamside leave­
strips, mandated under various state 
and national forest regulations. and 
on railroad n~hr·of-w3ys. 

While many types of set-asides pre­
serve natural forest-. shrub-. desert-, 
and wet-lands :lnd their associated 
species, the major question regarding 
i11 sit II preserves is: ArC' they really 
adequate? Probably nor. Gaps are 
likely in the distribution of reserves_ 
Furthermore. the theon' of island bio· 
geography indicates that small habitat 
fragments are susceptible to loss of 
species and. of course. genes (Harris 
1'984). As the sIze of reserves dccreas-

es. so do rhe number of species (Figure 
3). This relationshIp is lillcar when 
transformed to a logarithmic scale. 
Also. the adequacy of a reserve de­
pends on surrounding land usc {see 
Schonewald-Cox, page 480 this 
iS5ue).lf there is no adjacent source of 
immigrants, species collapse will be 
rapid and continue to erode the re­
source (Wilcox J 98U). 

To offset <;{)me of these prohlems, I 
argue for a new category of manage­
ment unit, a hnge unit to he called a 
Generic Resource Management Unit 
(GRMU) (suggested by Krugman 
1984). A GRMU would have as a 
ptimary {unction the protection of 
genetic resources, either single species 
or an entire community, but could be 
used for other economic benefits, such 
as ~razing or timber harvest, as long as 
the other uses did not threaten the 
primary function. 

Timber harvest is nor necessarily 
incompatible with conservation of ge­
netic resources. If gene conservation 
was established as the primary func­
tion of a unit, timber could still be 
harvested in a way that assured ade­
quate regeneration with seed from the 
in situ populations, including the en­
tire diversity of woody and herba­
ceOus species present. Preferably, nat­
ural regeneration would be used, but 
planting. with seedlings from the na­
tive st<lnd might be acceptable if done 
at high density, providing an oppor­
tunitv for natural selection. Timber 
prod~ction would be less than that 
under intense culture with "im­
proved" seed orchard stock. but not 
reduced so much that it would gener­
ate the type of opposition that has 
characterized the establishment of 
RNAs on some national forests. Can· 
sen'ation efforts will be more success­
ful if conservation and development 
go forward together (see Dasmann, 
page 487 this issue). 

Since GRMUs would not be re­
moved from production, they could be 
large enough to reduce the impact of 
pollen contamination from artificially 
regenerated sites. Conservationists 
should inventory and evaluate the pres­
ent network of natural areas to deter­
mine where it is inadequate and per­
suade federal and state land 
management a~encies to establish 
GRMUs to fill the gaps. The Califor­
nia Forest Genetic SOllrces Catalog 
prepared for the University of Califor-
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nia's Wildland Resources Center rer' 
resents a first step in this direction 
(Genetic Resources Consultants 
[GENREC] 1987). 

A global outlook. Most of the preced­
ing discussion applied to the Umted 
States, which has a tremendous ~enet­
ic resource in its forest species. These 
US resources, are importanr to the 
economy of many other countries . 
The United States is a grear exporter of 
genes. Monterey pine (Pinus radiata 
D. Don.), loblolly pine, slash pine 
(Pinus elliotti; Engelm.), and Douglas­
fir (Pseudotsuga rnenziesii [Mich.] 
Franco) hom the United States are 
grown around the world. More than 
350,000 ha are planted to Dou!tlas­
fir in Europe (Hermann 1987); 
2,800,000 ha are planted to loblolly 
and slash pines in Asia, Africa, :lnd 
Latin America (McDonald and Krug­
man 1986); and more rhan 3,000,000 
ha are planted to Monterey pine 
alone. mainly in Chile, New Zealand, 
Australia, and Spain.J This depen­
dence confers a tremendous responsi­
bility on us: the responsibility to pro­
tect the genetic resources upon which 
the wealth of other nations, as well as 
our own, may depend. 

Bur deforestation is a global prob­
lem. How does the situation in other 
coumries compare, particularly devel­
oping countries? Our nearest neigh­
bor. Mexico, can be taken as an ex­
ample. According to the most recent 
authoritative account (Martinez 
1948), Mexico has 107 species of 
conifers (when varieties are included, 
there are 143 named taxa). Some of 
these are the major tropical pines, 
such as Caribbean pine (Pinus cari­
baea Morelet), Ocate pine (Pinus 00-

carpa Schiede), and Mexican weeping 
pine (Pinus pat,,:a Sdnede and 
Deppe), which have been exported to 
Asia, Africa, and Australia and be­
come important in plantation forestry. 

New species and populations of 
rare species are still being discovered, 
although it has been nearly a halt 
millennium since the Conquest and 
the exploration of Mexico by Spain. 
The Institute of Forest Genetics is 
working with Chihuahua spruce (Pi· 
cea chihtlahua1Za Martinez). disco,'­
ered in the Sierta Madre Occidental 

'A. R. Gdtfin, 1988. Personai c:ommUniCallOn. 
CS1RO, Canberra. A.C.T., Austrah.l. 



onlv in 1942 (l\brtloez 1-.l4Xi. Other 
Srr~ce5 have been tollnJ e\'en more 
fcCtntly (Fl~llre 4). A~ link as 20 years 
JgD, only mnl' popu\:ltlons ot Chihua­
hUJ spruce wtre known (C(Jrdon 
1968i. Today there are 27, Jnd in the 
last few yean the spe(ie~ has heen 
lound in the Sierra Madre Oriental. 
T::txonomic status of the MeXican 
spruces, and Mexican conifers in gen­
eral, is uncertain. And the o3ks seem 
(0 be even more numerDUS, more vari· 
able, less studied, and more difficult to 
cI.lssify. Botanical exploration and 
tlxonomic investigations are sorely 
needed. In contra!-t to Mexico, the 
UnlteJ States is well explored and has 
only 96 species of conifers (Little 
l~gl), although we have five times the 
r.lnd area (925.5 million ha vs. 197.2 
million hal, 

!\lexico trails the United States in 
protecting its genetic resources. In sit" 
reserves are one measure of compari. 
son. The United States has 39.9 mil· 
lion ha in national parks and wilder· 
ness areas, or four percent of its total 
area. Mexico has only 0.8 mil!ion ha, 
or 0.4% its total area) in in situ 
reserves. Proportionally, it has put 
aside onlv one-tenth as much bnd to 
protect e~'en greater botanical riches 
lllan those of the United Stares (OTA 
1984;. 

1n most other developing countries, 
the situation is worse-a particularly 
tragic fact because developing coun­
tries are the ceorers of the world's 
genetic resources. Tropical moist for­
est covers only 7% at the land area, 
but it is the habitat for 40% of ali 
species (Myers 1984). Species are be­
ing eliminated before ther are even 
discovered. 

Kenya is one of the few developing 
countries that has set aside major 
areas for conservation. It has put six 
percent of its land into natlol1t1i parks. 
But It is extremely difficult to protect 
p:lrks against popuiation pressures. In 
f.-:enya, popuiatlon growth ;Jw:rages 
seven children per woman. This pop­
Illation growth, if un.:hecked, means 
that parks in Kenya and e!sewhere 
could turn OUt, in ~orm3.~ Myer's 
(1984) words, to be merely "paper 
parks." Single-use preserves th:n lock 
people OUt are in jeopardy, so the 
GRMU concept may be of value in 
developing countries as well as in the 
United States. As DJsmann ,page 487 
this issue) notes, local communities 

must support reserves, not be di!)­
pbced b:'lhem, ij rC$erves are to fulilll 
their function effiClendv.in the United 
States. as III developing' countries, con­
sen'ation must be integrated with oth­
er land-llse prao..:tices. 

As for ex situ conservation, only 
tWO organizations ;ire dedi.:ated to 
conservanon ot trnpl,: .. l trees in Mex· 
ico. The C:mra) America and l'-.iexico 
Conireroln Re!){)urces Cooperatlve 
(C-\,\1CORE) is hC;ldqllartt:red at 
North C:l.rolina Statt lj11lversit)". The 
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Oxford Forestry Institute is a division 
of Oxford Uni\'~rsitv in EngbnJ. Both 
concentrate primari'ly on coniiers. In 
adJnion to these oq;anizations, the 
Institute of Forest Genetics (with ;-.iJ 
from USDA Ohice of Imern,ltlOi\.:d 
Cooper:nion . .IOJ Development: hJS 

begun a cooperative program with the 
~·1exico.n Centro de Genetica F\)restai 
to map genetic resources US!llg 

Isozyme electrophoresis. But rhl~ ef­
fort IS pitifully smalL and it lea\'es rhe 
tropic;:!l hardwoods, J much \argf.:r 
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~roup than the conit('r~. ,1ill1(l~t totally 
unprotected. The need I~ cie:,H, but the 
cask is enormous, and Unit' IS funnmg 
out. 

CuneI usions 

Nevertheless, there is still time to s~ve 
the maJority of the world"s forest ~re­
cies, evell in the tropics. \\-'ilh ;H.:tive 
intervention to maintain viable popu­
lations, perhaps even controlled 
breedill~ and restocking, small areas 
of a few hundred hectares could func­
tion as preserves. Huwever. a few 
hundred hecrares is toO small, in iso­
lation, to prevent associated fauna, 
espec!ally large carnivores. from going 
extinct. Some other solutions to defor­
estation :ue ro be found in plantation 
culture, habitat restoration. :1lld inte­
gration of conservation with non de­
strucCive use. Plantation culture of 
fast-growing timber, puip. and fuel­
wood species has already helped to 
meet local needs and reduce the rate of 
deforestation (Rocca Caliennes 
1985); Janzen (1988) is demonstrat­
ing the feasibility of forest restoradon 
in Costa Rica; and GRJ\1Us may pro­
vide a mechanism for conserving ge­
netic resources and simultaneously 
providing economic benefits. Certain­
ly, exploitation without conservation 
leads to a situation in whIch no one 
benefits for long (Gentry and Vasquez 
1988). lvleasures that both conserve 
resources and provide economic ben­
efits can forestall the collapse of our 
natural ecosystems and bu~- the world 
precious time to attack the root of the 
conservation problem-roputatlOn 
growth and concomitant poverty. 
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Biological Diversity 
Preparing for climate change 

Major changes in global climate are virtually certain by the mid-21st 
century; researchers are beginning to explore ways we can adapt 

T he greenhouse effect is not 
controversial. In fact, accord­
ing to Stephen H. Schneider of 

the National Center for Atmospheric 
Research in Boulder, Colorado, the 
phenomenon is "one of the best-es­
tablished theories in atmospheric sci­
ence." At least a century ago, 
Schneider says, scientists knew that 
while carbon dioxide (CO,) and other 
"greenhouse gases" freely allow solar 
radiation to enter a planet's atmo­
sphere, these gases permit only a por­
tion of the infrared radiation pro­
duced to escape back to space. The 
greenhouse effect explains, for exam­
ple, why Venus, which has a dense 
CO2 atmosphere, is very hot; why 
Mars, with only a thin CO2 layer, is 
ice-cold; and why temperatures on 
Earth have been ideally suited for 
plant and animal Iife. 

Scientists also' have long known 
that human activities, particularly the 
burning of fossil fuels, are artificially 
increasing the volume of greenhouse 
gases in the earth's atmosphere and 
that this increase eventually will make 
the planet the hottest it has been in 
human history. What remains contro­
versial about the greenhouse effect, 
says Schneider, is the rate of this 
global warming, its regional distribu­
tion, and, most of ali, what to do 
about the problem. 

Schneider spoke at a recent confer­
ence, the First North American Con­
ference on Preparing for Climate 
Change: A Cooperative Approach. 
The meeting addressed twO prob­
lems-the greenhouse effect and 
stratospheric ozone depletion. I John 
C. Topping, Jr., president of the 
Washington, DC-based Climate Insti-

by Laura TangIey 

tute, which organized the conference, 
said that the meeting was the largest 
gathering ever on the subject of 
adapting to climate change. More im~, 
portantly, he said, it was the first time 
that climatologists and "climate im­
pact scholars" (those who study the 
effects of climate change) had met 
with a broad array of policy makers, 
including representatives of state and 
federal government; electric utilities; 
chemical, oil, and gas industries; for­
estry and agriculture; automobile 
makers; and leading environmental 
organizations. 

Most participants left the meeting 
feeling optimistic, Topping said, be~ 
Cause the program focused on specific: 
actions to address a problem far toO 

often viewed fatalistically. He said, 
"Peop1e came away seeing that they 
could divide the issue into chewable 
pieces and start working on those 
pieces right now." 

Gigantic environmental 
experiment 

As far back as the turn of the century, 
a few scientists had already begun to 
worry that massive amounts of C02 
being released as a result of the Indus­
trial Revolution would change the 
world's climate.' In the 1950" these 
concerns were supported by measure­
ments demonstrating that atmospher­
ic CO2 was in fact increasing. In 
recent years, both data and worries 
have proliferated, coming to a head in 
1985 when a distinguished interna­
tional group of scientists issued dire 

IThe conference was held 27-29 October 1987 
in Washington, DC. Although it addressed both 
the greenhouse effect and stratospheric Olone 
depletion, this story will focus only on the 
former. For a review of the Olone issue, see 
BioScience 37: 64i-650, 

warnings following a conference 
sponsored by the international Council 
of Scientific Unions, the World Meteo­
rological Organization, and the United 
Nations Environment Programme. 

At a hearing the following year 
before the Senate Committee on Envi­
ronment and Public Works, Wallace 
S. Broecker of Columbia University in 
New York City echoed the concerns 
of many scientists. "The inhabitants 
of planet earth are quietly conducting 
a gigantic environmental experi~ 
ment," Broecker said. "So vast and so 
sweeping will be the impacts of this 
experiment that, were it brought be~ 
fore any responsible council for ap­
proval, it would be firmly rejected as 
having potentially dangerous 
consequences. ,,3 

Levels of CO, have already in­
creased approximately 25% since 
1900. Today most atmospheric scien­
tists agree that, even if fossil fuel 
emissions are reduced somewhat, 
CO, levels will double by the second 
half 0/ the 21st century. This dou­
bling will powerfully affect not only 
global temperatures, but also 'other 
physical phenomena, including rain­
fall, winds, ocean currents, sea level, 
and storm patterns. 

Because the effects of doubled CO, 

2Scienrists now know that there ate many 
greenhouse gas~s in addition to CO2; these 
include m~thane, nitrogen oxides. and chloro· 
fluorocarbons. Although levels of these gases 
aiso are increasing and, taken together, may be 
as important as CO2 in accelerating the green· 
house eff~ct, they often are omitted from dis· 
cussions of the probJem because they have 
complicated biogeochemical interactions about 
which linle is known. 
JThe conference ;md Senate hearing were de· 
scribed in A Matter of Degrees: The Potential 
for Controlling the Greenhouse Effect, a report 
by Irving M, Minner of the World Resources 
Institute (Washington, DC, 1987). 

BioScience VoL 38: 14-18. Copyright 1988 by the American Institute of Biological 
Sciences and permission of the author. 
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(;1I1110r he studied directly, reseJrch~ 
ers have relied on glob'-ll dimatc moJ~ 
t:ls-mathematica\ representations of 
the atmosphere that simulate, on 
(omputers, climate change under var~ 
i()us scenarios. These models general~ 
Iy predict that a doubling of CO, 
levels will CJuse global mean tem~ 
perarures to rise between 2° and 5° C. 

One of the most widely used cli­
mate models was developed at the 
Goddard Institute for Space Studies 
(GISS) in New York City. According 
to James E. Hansen, one of the cre~ 
ators of the GISS model, support for 
the predicted 2'-5' C warming Comes 
from empirical as well as theoretical 
evidence. For example, he said, re~ 
ccndy developed paleoclimate rec­
ords-which show tluctuJrions in at~ 
mospheric CO, over the past 100,000 
years and correlate these fluctuations 
with various climate parameters­
have provided "remarkable confirma­
tion" of the models' predictions. 

Still, many uncertainties remain. 
Oceans, for example, have a tremen~ 
dOllS capacity to store heat. Their 
ability to delay global warming, while 

(onsiJcrcd in the models, remains 
somewlut uncertain. Clouds are an~ 
other important yet unpreJiaable 
variable. Changes in global tempera­
ture and ptccipir:ltion patterns will 
certainly :lIter the number, distribu­
tion, :lnd kinds of douds, yet the 
precise changes and how they will 
affect dimate are unknown. There 
also are many uncertainties concern­
ing human behavior, said Schneider. 
These include population growth, per 
capita fossil fuel consumption, defor­
estation and reforestation rates, and 
the possibility of new technology to 
mitigate CO, build-up. 

Despite these uncertainties, 
Schneider says, "there is no disagree~ 
l1'1.cnt that large climatic changes are 
highly probable and at rates that are 
fast relative to rates that have caused 
significant ecological changes in the 
past." These changes will dramatical­
ly affect both human and natural sys­
tems, threatening such crucial activi­
ties as agriculture, forestry, fisheries, 
pollution control, and the protection 
of parks and preserves. At the confer­
ence, scientific panels considered the 
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effects of climate change on these and 
more than a dozen other activities. It 
was clear that researchers are just 
beginning to understand the effects of 
greenhouse climate changes; it will be 
many yeJrs at least before they are 
able to tell society how to prepare for 
those changes. 

Agriculture and forestry 

Perhaps more than any other human 
activity, agriculture depends on and is 
extremely vulnerable to climate. Food 
crops respond strongly to changes in 
not only temperature1 but also precip­
itation amounts and patterns, winds, 
and storm frequency. CO, by itself 
directly affects crops by increasing 
their photosynthetic r<.lte. Mosc ex~ 
perts agree, however, that increased 
yields resulting from this phenome­
non would be insufficient to offset 
decreases from C07~created climate 
changes, particularly higher tempera­
tUrt~S (which increase plant respira­
tion rates) and reduced water avail~ 
ability. Membets of a conference 
panel looking into the effects of 
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greenhouse climate change on North 
American agriculture did not agree on 
how damaging those effects would be. 

Using the GISS global climate mod­
el, R. B. Stewart of Agriculture Cana­
da in Ottawa has studied the effects of 
climate change on spring wheat pro­
duction in Saskatchewan. He report­
ed that climate changes predicted by 
the model would reduce wheat pro­
duction by 6%-28% annually. More 
importantly, Stewart said, the green­
house effect is likely to increase both 
the frequency and severity of 
droughts. Afthough farmers may be 
able to switch to less drought-sensi­
tive crops, the implications for the 
Canadian economy are serious. 
Spring wheat is Canada's most im­
portant grain crop, bringing $2.96 
billion in cash receipts to the coun­
try's prairie regions. Global warming 
"could have major repercussions for 
both prairie agriculture and the Cana-

dian economy in general," said 
Stewart. 

Basing her studies on the GISS 
model also, Louise Arthur of the Uni­
versity of Manitoba painted a more 
optimistic picture. Doubling of CO2 
levels would bring about climate 
changes, Arthur agreed, but '.'e;ven if 
those changes were here right now, 
we have the technology to adapt." 

Daniel Dudek of the Environmen­
tal Defense Fund in New York was 
most concerned about water avail­
ability. "The issue is not whether 
we're going to starve," he said. Yet 
increased summer dryness in the 
western United States-predicted by 
some of the models--could boost irri­
gation water demand by 30%. "It 
would not be possible to meet this 
demand without new technology or 
new water management policies," 
Dudek said. 

Despite a lack of consensus on the 
effects of climate change, panelists 
took a first pass at adaptation strate­
gies. They predictably recommended 
more tesearch, with a focus on varia­
bles such as heat waves, frost, 
drought, and violent storms that are 
expected to be more significant than 
average, temperatures in determining 
agricultural yields. Some panelists 
urged plant breeding for tolerance to 
heat and drought stress. "If climate 
change comes rapidJy, and it might, 
we'll need a wide range of new culti­
vars," said Norman Rosenberg of Re­
sources for the Future in Washington, 
DC. 

Greenhouse warming also will af­
fect commercially important tree spe­
cies. '''Trees, being both stationary 
and long-lived, would be particularly 
vulnerable to climate changes," said 
Carl H. Winget of the Canadian For­
estry Service in Quebec. Moreover, 
because many commercially valuable 
species occur in unmanaged ecosys­
tems, "we'll be forced to accept the 
changes imposed on us," he said. 

Winget expressed particular coo­
cern about secondary effects of global 
warming such as changes in fire inci­
dence and the hardiness of pests, in­
cluding the spruce budworm and gyp-
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sy moth, whose destructive effects are 
now limited in part by temperature 
and moisture. Pests and disease-caus­
ing microorganisms will adapt to cli­
mate change faster than trees; other 
Stresses such as air pollution and acid 
precipitation could exacerbate the 
damage. Winget deplored the uncer­
tainties that make raday's manage· 
ment strategies "purely speculacive." 
Nevertheless, he said, "the need to 
plan is urgent even at minimal rates of 
climate change." Winget proposed as 
a first step that forest managers can· 
sider climate change when preparing 
management plans and that genetic 
improvement programs focus more 
on "selecting srock having reasonably 
rapid growth over a broad range of 
conditions" than on maximal growth 
under ideal conditons. 

Fisheries 

The effects of greenhouse climate 
change on fish are more uncertain.4 

All physical changes predicted for 
oceans in the models have the poten­
tial to dramatically influence fish and 
thus commerical fisheries. These po­
tential physical changes include, in 
addition to surface warming, alter­
ations in global circulation patterns, 
storms, upwelling, salinity, pH, tur­
bulence, and the amount and distri­
bution of sea ice. Shifts in species 
ranges resulting from such changes 
could create new community associa­
tions and either enhance or limit ac­
cess by commercial fishermen. More­
over, fish, even more than trees, 
inhabit basically unmanageable eco­
systems. "We'll be mere spectators in 
the adjustments to climate change," 
said Jim Titus of the US Environmen­
tal Protection Agency (EPA) in Wash­
ington, DC. "People will have to adapt 
to whatever the fish decide to do." 

~A one·and·a-half-day symposium on the im· 
pact of climate change on fisheries immediatelr 
[ollowed the conference. The symposium was 
the first in a series that will explore the effect~ 
of climate change on various human activities. 
It W:\5 organized hy the Climate Imtitute and 
sponsored by the US Environmenta! Protection 
Agency. 



Most marine ecosystems are less 
well understood than terrestrial sys­
ferns, Skip Livingston of Florida State 
University in Tallahassee asked, 
"How can we predict climate-change 
effects 011 ecosystems we know so 
liule about now?" Thomas Sibley of 

-me University of Washington in Seat­
tl, asreed. Scheduled to speak on the 
"Impact of climate change on North 
Pacific and Alaskan fisheries," Sibley 
said he was "surprised to see the title 
of my talk. We're nowhere near being 
able to say what those effects are," 
Nonetheless, he ventured several 
"guesses," including geographic shifts 
of many commercially valuable spe­
cies toward the poles. These shifts 
could benefit some northern fishing 
economies at the expense of southern 
regions, Sibley said. 

A few researchers have attempted 
Jaborawry studies of the impact of 
particular climate change predictions 
on fish. Robert C. Worrest of Oregon 
State University in Corvallis, for ex­
ample, has studied the effects of in­
creased ultraviolet radiation (UVB), a 
consequence of the current thinning 
of the earth's ozone layer. Worrest 
reported that larval forms of fish and 
shellfish will be most vulnerable be­
cause they inhabit surface layers 
where the impact of higher UVB will 
be greatest. In his research, Worrest 
has found direct UVB damage to phy­
toplankton, copepods and other pri­
mary consumers, and larvae of sever­
al fin and shellfish species. The 
indirect results, he said, could be "se­
vere eC,onomic losses" to fishing 
economies. 

One of the most troubling likely 
consequences of global warming is 
sca-Ievel rise, which would result 
from the expansion of upper layers of 
thc ocean and from the melting of 
mountain and pOlar glaciers. EPA's 
Titus said that sea level will probably 
rise 50-200 centimeters globally by 
sometime in the 21st century. This 
risc could produce inundation of wet­
lands, which are nurseries for most 
commercially important fish species; 
erosion; increased flooding; and high­
cr salinity and pollution levels. Titus 

says that if sea level rises 200 centime­
ters, 80% of US coastal wetlands 
could be lost. 

Edward LaRoe of the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service in Washington, DC, 
disputed Titus's predictions_ "The is­
sue of sea-level rise and wetlands loss 
has been marked by conjecture and 
anecdotal evidence," he said. Most 
scenarios have been based on wet­
lands losses in coastal Louisiana, 
which has lost about half of its fresh­
water wetlands over the past two 
decades. Although sea-level rise is one 
explanation for the loss, said LaRoe, 

,the most important causes have been 
human interference, including oil and 
gas development, which has caused 
land to subside, and an extensive sys­
tem of levees along the Mississippi 
River that have prevented sediments 
from replacing those naturally lost at 
the river's mouth. Louisiana's marshes 
are different from those found in most 
US coastal areas, said LaRoe, Hand 
there is a great deal contributing to 
their loss other than sea-level rise." 

Biological diversity 
and parks 
Predictions about how natural eco­
systems might respond to greenhouse 
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climate changes have come primarily 
from observations of present plant 
and animal distributions-and how 
they correspond to temperature and 
moisture patterns-and from studies 
relating species distributions deter­
mined from fossil pollen grains and 
animal bones to climatic conditions 
of tlte past. "These kinds of observa­
tions tell us that plants and animals 
are very sensitive to climate," said 
Robert L. Peters of the Washington, 
DC-based World Wildlife Fund and 
The Conservation Foundation. Pe­
ters, who ied a conference panel on 
the "Likely effect of climate change 
on biological diversity," said that "if 
global warming occurs during the 
next 50 years, it is likely to change the 
ranges of many species, disrupt natu­
ral communities, and possibly cause 
species extinctions." 

From an ecological viewpoint, an 
average change of just a few degrees is 
Htremendous," said Peters. lO1t would 
create conditions that the natural bio­
ta has not had to contend with in 
100,000 years." For example, during 
[he last ice age, when much of North 
America was completely covered with 
ice. the earth was only about 5° C 
colder than it is today. Future climate 
changes will be more stressful to spe-
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cies than in the. past, said Peters, 
because the chanBes will be large and 
will occur very quickly, and because 
human development has fragmented 
species into small, vulnerable popu/a· 
tions. Species will be facing-in addi­
tion to temperature increases­
changes in rainfall patterns, soil 
chemistry, sea level, and community 
composition. "The most optimistic 
thing that could be said )about the 
future of natural systems under a 
regime of warming climate," said Pe­
ters, ";s that a great deal of rearrange­
ment would occur." 

Because most species will have a 
tendency to migrate northward, even­
tually squeezing out those at the top, 
and because global warming will be 
most extreme at higher latitudes, 
plants and animals living near the 
poles 3re in more jeopardy than those 
living closer to the equator. Calling 
arctic ecosystems "surprisingly di­
verse," Sylvia Edlund of the Geologi­
cal Survey of Canada in Ottawa, On­
tario, said "the response to even small 
changes would be dramatic." Arctic 
species tend to be poor competitors, 
and as tree species migrate northward 
in response to global warming, arctic 
ecosvstems could be reduced from 
one-third to one-quarter of Canada's 
land area, she said. 

Also at special risk are rare species 
living in parks and reserves. Such 
species are confined to habitats that 
many biologists feel are already too 
small to ensure long-term survival. 
Climate change would probably force 
reserve species to migrate, yet few 
would find suitable habitat because of 
barriers such as cities, roads, reser­
voirs, and farm land. "Few animals or 
plants would be able to cross Los 
Angeles on the war to the promised 
land," said Peters. - Herman Cole of 
the Adirondack Park Agency in Ray 

IFor an in-depth discussion of this problem, see 
BioScience 35: 707-717. 

Brook, New York, fears that parks 
will receive the lowest priority when 
people struggle to adapt agricultural 
and other "essential" ecosystems to 
global climate change. 

Buying time 

Some atmospheric sGientists say that 
past emissions of greenhouse gases 
have already commhted the earth to 
heat up O.So-1.soC. "If we can't stop 
the greenhouse effect," said 
Schneider, "maybe we can slow it. We 
shouldn't minimize the importance of 
this, if it's all we can do." Slowing 
climate change, he added, "would 
buy time" to better understand the 
effects and devise strategies to adapt. 

Slowing greenhouse warming will 
be difficult, however. Unlike many 
environmental problems, "there is no 
single villain" in the climate change 
issue, said Topping. Countless human 
activities, from agriculture to energy 
use, emit compounds that are contrib­
uting to the greenhouse effect. Simi­
larly, no single law or set of regula. 
tions can solve the problem. 

Policy makers are already active in 
many arenas. Several US senators and 
representatives, for example, have 
taken a special interest in the issue 
and have held hearings over the past 
few years; two senators, George 
Mitchell CD-ME) and John Chafee 
(R-RI), served as honorary cochair­
men of the climate conference. In 
1986, eight senators, including 
Mitchell and Chafee, asked EPA to 
conduct twO comprehensive studies­
one focusing on the climate change 
effects on various human and namral 
systems and the other examining poli~ 
cy options for stabilizing greenhouse 
gas emissions. The repons are expect~ 
ed by October 1988. Other federal 
agencies, including the US Depart~ 
ment of Energy and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis­
tration's US Narional Climate Pro-
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gram Office, are also studying the 
climate change problem. 

Many scientists say that, despite 
the uncertainties, it is tillle to move 
beyond the research stage. Howard 
Ferguson, head of Canada's A[mo~ 
spheric Environment Service in Otta­
wa, noted the tremendous lag rime 
between the planning of any signifi­
cant environmental action and that 
action's implementation. "I am con· 
vinced," he said, "that we will even~ 
wally need a 'Global Law of the 
Atmosphere' to solve this problem." 
Toward that end, several US senators, 
including Mitchell and Chafee, plan 
to introduce a resolution calling for 
an international convention on the 
global climate change issue. A much­
heralded September 1987 interna· 
tional agreement to limit chlorofluo­
rocarbon emissions to protect the 
earth's stratospheric ozone may cata­
lyze such efforts. 

Short of an international agree­
ment, there are many smaller steps 
both public and private policy makers 
could take to slow greenhouse warm­
ing. To decide among these possibili· 
ties, Schneider recommends using the 
"tie-in strategy"-choosing actions 
that also have other obvious benefits. 
Shifting away from fossil fuel energy 
sources, for example, would reduce 
our dependence on foreign oil and 
lessen the acid rain problem even in 
the unlikely event that the greenhouse 
effect "turns out to be an 'infrared 
herring'." Similarly, there are many 
compelling reasons to slow tropical 
deforestation, which also contributes 
significant amounts of CO2 to the 
atmosphere. 

The dilemma of deciding when to 
act on the cJimate change problem, 
Schneider said, boils down to "our 
need to gaze into a very dirty crystal 
ball ... the tough Judgment to be 
made is precisely how long to clean 
the glass before acting on what we 
think we see inside." 0 
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Biological Diversity Program Sheet 1 

General Biological Diversity 

Lyceum Series - We're Banking On It 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Audience: Adults, some with little science background while others may have 
a more technical education in the topic. 
Duration: 1.5 hours 
Interpretive Technique: Indoor illustrated lecture by a guest speaker 
Park's Primary Resource: All- excellent for National Recreation Areas 
Materials Needed: Guest speaker, overhead projector, slide projector, 
extension cord, screen, copies of handouts if necessary. 
Objectives: Program participants will be able to: 

• define biological diversity 
• explain the roles that the Department of Transportation and the 
University play in preserving biological diversity 
• explain the role of the seed bank 
• list two ways that they can help in the seed bank efforts 

Program Description: 

A number of parks use a Lyceum or lecture 
series as a forum for in-depth discussion of a 
particular topic. This kind of program 
differs from a regular interpretive program 
in content: most often you schedule a guest to 
do the presentation, and in style- the 
program will be more lecture oriented. 
Finding someone to speak on a specific 
subject is a lot easier than it may sound. 
Look for presenters within your own park 
staff, i.e. park scientist, people from 
neighboring parks, local universities or 
other resource-related agencies or active and 
interested townspeople. 

You may find you want to use a number of 
people from a variety of agencies or 
viewpoints and have a round-table 
discussion. When selecting your speakers 
make sure both parties have a good idea of 
who the audience will be, what resources are 
needed, the length of time for the 
presentation, your general objectives and 
goals and the content being presented. It is a 
good idea to ask to see a draft of the program, 
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or an outline of the speaker's program 
enough in advance so that you can ask for 
some changes. Assist the speaker in 
preparing audiovisual materials so that you 
can liven up the presentation as much as 
possible. Additionally, promote your 
program for what it is-a fairly technical, 
issue-specific program, not part of the 
regular program series. 

Here is an imaginary program that you 
might use as a model yours after. The topic is 
the conservation of genetic material-seed 
banking in particular. The program is 
being held in a round-table format and the 
interpreter will act as a moderator. Guests 
involved in the panel are: a representative 
from the local Department of Transportation 
(DOT) who is currently involved or is 
considering replacing highway seed with 
natural prairie species along roadsides; and 
a representative from a local conservation 
project-perhaps a municipal or private 
conservation area or an Army Corps of 
Engineer Project that is currently raising 



prairie seed varieties at their site and would 
consider being a seed donor to the DOT. You 
may wish to bring in an additional 
representative from your park to talk about 
the role the park might play, the impact on 
the park or other related issues. 

The interpreter should start the session by 
giving a brief introduction of the speakers 
and then introducing the topics. You may 
wish to use some audiovisual support for this 
section, especially if the round-table 
discussion is without visuals. Although you 
don't need to spend a lot of time on this 
subject, you must quickly bring all 
audience members to the same level of 
understanding. Use your questioning 
skills to involve the audience as much as 
you can at this point. After the introduction, 
allow each of the speakers to talk about his or 
her project. If you have a plan drawn up 
ahead of time of the topics to be covered and 
the flow of these topics, it will help you to 
move the speakers along in the right 

direction. After their presentations, allow 
plenty of time for audience questions and 
speaker answers. Have a few questions 
prepared ahead of time that you might throw 
out into the audience to help prompt them 
towards some issues they might want to have 
the speakers address (i.e. taxes), just in case 
they sit there blankly with nothing to say. 
Close the session by briefly summarizing the 
session and thanking the speakers and if the 
conservation organization has not made a 
point of explaining how the regular citizen or 
park visitor can help aid in the process (for 
example volunteering on prairie seed 
picking days), do so yourself. 

Suggested Evaluation: 

Schedule a related activity or hike on the 
same topic in the near future and see how 
many of the same people come to assist. 

George Washington 
Memorial Parkway 

Lyceum Program 

George Washington Memori­
al Parkway has developed a 
unique method of reaching urban 
audiences with the biodiversity 
message. This program consists 
of a series of four films and talks 
on international conservation 

s such as tropical 
deforestation and the greenhouse 
effect. These 1.5 hour evening 
programs held at the Potowmack 
Landing Restaurant include a 
film and guest speakers. 
Although reservations are 
required, admission is free and 
each evening is concI uded by a 
reception. These events are 
sponsored by George Washing-

ton Memorial Parkway and 
Recreation Equipment, Inc. 
(REI). In addition to the film and 
lecture series, Parks concessioner, 
Guest Service, Inc., has provided 
a biological diversity exhibit that 
will later be circulated to Sequoia 
and Kings Canyon National 
Parks and Mount Rainier 
National Park. For more 
information, contact: Joanne 
Mishalovic, (703) 285-2600. 
Following is an example lyceum 
topic. 

INTERNATIONAL 
CONSERVATION ISSUES 

Tropical Deforestation 
Film: "Our Threatened 

Heritage," produced by 
National Wildlife Federation 

Speakers: Dr. Robert 
Goodland and Dr. Jan Post, 
Ecologists, World Bank 

Date: Thursday, February 2, 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

This film describes the causes 
and effects of tropical 
deforestation and examines po~ 
tential solutions to the problem. 

5.1.2 

The speakers will address the 
infl uences of world lending 
institutions on the development 
of tropical rain forests. 

• 

• 

• 
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Global Linkages 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Audience: Visitors using self-guided trails in the park 
Duration: Five minutes 
Interpretive Technique: Brochure Insert 
Park's Primary Resource: All 
Materials Needed: Brochure insert placed inside self-guided trail brochures. 
Program Objectives: 

• Visitors who read the brochure insert will be able to explain how 
biological diversity is a global concept . 
• Visitors who read the brochure insert will be able to list at least one way 
in which species discussed are globally connected with another country. 

Program Description: 

Brochure inserts are an easy way to update 
your trail brochures and make them issue 
specific. The material on these brochure in­
serts is supplementary and topical and will 
probably not be related to specific locations 
on the trail. Single color brochure inserts 
printed on heavy stock with text and line 
drawings or computer graphics front and 
back can be reproduced for approximately 
one cent per copy - less if you are printing 
in large quantities. The text can be related to 
almost any topic and can be written from 
resources in this notebook and in your park. 
You may choose to design your insert as a 
supplementary take-home item, sort of a 
reward for walking the trail. These inserts 
can be designed for any age and interest 
level. 

The example brochure insert provided on the 
next page was designed with one side for 
adults and one for children. It was created to 
interpret the rather complex topic of global 
biological diversity. 

5.2.1 

Program Evaluation: 

Design some part of your brochure insert to be 
interactive. You may pose questions in the 
text and refer visitors to your visitor center 
for the correct answers. If you have 
pre-scheduled programming for your season 
-you may refer interested visitors to a 
specific program or program series. You can 
ask at the beginning of these programs how 
people found out about the program and if any 
had seen the brochure insert. Also, casually 
question visitors completing the trail and 
look for discarded inserts at trail heads or 
ends. 

References: 

Biological diversity fact 
sheets 

Other general park 
information 

Simple artwork or 
clip art that is 
readily available 



Opening Eyes to Global Issues 

Forests are something most of us take for 
granted. Our national parks provide us 
with opportunities to enjoy forests and other 
natural habitats and they will continue to do 
so forever - or will they? 

Daily we read in the newspaper or hear on t~e 
television about the devastation of tropical forests III 
other countries. Between 25 and 100 acres oftropical 
forests are being destroyed every minute. Tropical 
forests in Central and South America, and elsewhere 
in the world, are harvested for timber and 
fuel wood, and areas are cleared to provide 
places for ever expanding cities and for 
places to graze cattle and grow crops. 

As each tree is cut, our chances for the 
discovery of a new lifesaving drug 
disappears, habitat for birds and 
animals shrink, and our climate 
faces irreversable changes. Tropical 
forests provide habitat for an 
incredible diversity of species like the 
Rosy periwinkle. Found only in the . . 
tropical forests of Madagascar, the Rosy perIwmkle 
provides a substance that is one ofthe few ~reatments 
for leukemia. Birds such as the peregrme falcon, 
migrate to countries in South America for wintering 
range and breeding. Loss of habitat, and 
agricultural chemicals such as DDT, threaten the 
survival of this species. And trees produce oxygen, 
hold moisture in the environment and keep 
temperatures constant. As tropical forests disappear, 
temperatures may become hotter and hotter. 

80 even if we're not in danger of destroying the trees 
in our national parks, our forests are threatened. 
Next year the birds that migrate to South America 
may not return. And it beco.mes harde: and hB:r~er ~o 
ward off threats like pollutlOn and aCId depOSItion m 
our own country. Our parks are not shielded from 
these effects - their boundaries are vulnerable. 
Preserving the biological diversity in tropical 
rainforests is just as important as preserving the 
biological diversity in our national parks - these 
are global linkages. 

5.2.2 

Just For Kids 

M any of the plants and animals we 
find in our National Park rely on 
resources from other countries. Have 
your parents explain the information 
on the front of this card and then try 
and solve the following puzzle. 

WORD SEARCH 

P N E R I W INK L E 
Y I DIS R E V I D H 
SAVKER STU N D 
V R DEB B V 0 E E N 
H D D B R A C N L G T 
R I T F U J IDE Y A 
H C H P A RKSMXT 
KAMEG VNGGOI 
D 0 8 E N EABAHB 
T E R 0 P ICALJA 
E V B M R LLWVEH 
C P I L F OEHIVX 

Find: 

The home of a plant or animal. 
A poison. 
A flower that can be used to treat a disease. 
Something that trees produce that humans need. 
Biological ____________ . 
A type of forest that has a large number of 

different plants and animals in it. 
A bird that migrates to South America. 
Places in the United States that preserve our 

natural environment. 
One threat to our National Parks. 

• 

• 

• 
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Padre Island 
National Seashore 

Richard V. Harris 

The Bird Island Basin 
Environmental Study Area 
guide is a primary resource 
for biological diversity inter­
pretation and public educa­
tion at Padre Island. 

The study guide contains 
background information, 

pre-trip planning informa­
tion and exercies, and 
activities. Although these 
activities are best suited for 
field trip experiences at the 
park, they may be conducted 
in the classroom or at other 
natural areas. A variety of 
activities are included rang­
ing from a geology and phys­
ical sciences activity that ex­
amines the geologic origins 
and present geologic activity 
at Padre Island to a program 
entitled "tracks in the sand" 
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that examines the less fre­
quently observed inhabitants 
of the Island. 

Other lesson modules cover 
topics such as plants, inver­
tebrates, underwater re­
sources, shorelines, food 
chains, birds, adaptations, 
and human 
impacts. 
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Biological Diversity Program Sheet 3 

Cultural Transfer of Biological Diversity 

The Key to Knowledge - Unlocking Biodiversity 

By Pamela A Wright - The Ohio State University 

Audience: Family 
Duration: 1 hour 
Interpretive Technique: Evening program consisting of an activity and story­
telling 
Park's Primary Resource: Natural or Cultural 
Materials Needed: Example objects such as herbal teas, muscle relaxants, co­
conut, Indian corn. stories to be told, world map, string, push pins or overhead 
marking pen, supporting slides if desired, costuming and set of a T.V. game 
show if desired. Large cardboard cut-out of a door key, actual doors or simula­
tion 
Program Objectives: Program participants will be able to: 

• explain what is meant by cultural transfer of biological diversity. 
• list at least two items that have undergone transfer from culture to 

culture . 
• list methods in which biodiversity knowledge or items can be 

transferred. 
• tell how cultural transfer of biological diversity can promote 

conservation. 

Program Description: 

This program can be conducted in two 
segments. The first segment involves the 
audience in an activity that can be based on a 
game show theme, while the second segment 
is more of a an interpretive story-telling 
function. You may wish to carry the game 
show analogy through the second portion of 
the program. Slides or a supporting movie 
can be used to enhance any part of the 
program. 

Activity - Begin with an introduction to your 
program that discusses how we have learned 
valuable information about the uses of certain 
plants and animals from other cultures. 
Have some actual objects with you (some 
suggestions include: herbal teas, seaweed, 
muscle relaxant, coconut, Indian corn, and a 
toothache medicine) and a large world map or 
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an overhead of that map. Have your 
audience help you to identify the country 
from which the item originated-you may 
also be able to narrow down a time frame of 
when that item was first used. Mark the 
transfer of that item on your overhead with a 
marker or on your map with string and push 
pins. As you look at each item, have your 
audience help you discuss the value of that 
item to the country of origin and to the 
country of transfer (medical benefits, 
economic benefits, enrichment of tradition 
or culture). If you like, turn this part of the 
program into a mock T.V. game show. Play 
on the concept that biodiversity is the key to 
knowledge. Audience members would be 
chosen to use the magic 'key' (a cardboard 
cutout) to unlock a door (as in "behind door 
number one"). The doors would reveal the 



items listed above and then if the contestant 
(you may want to work with teams) could 
correctly guess where the item came from 
(you could provide clues) and any other 
information, they would win a prize. 

Storytelling - Ask your audience to help you 
identifY some of the methods by which items, 
such as those above, might have been 
transferred from culture to culture. Talk 
about the following methods: pictographs, 
petro glyphs, ballads, poems, songs and 
stories, archaeological evidence, personal 
conversation, and direct sales or marketing. 
Discuss that fact that cultures that have a 
close relationship with their natural 
biological diversity are like librarians -
these people hold the keys to knowledge about 
our global biological diversity that we can 
use to unlock its secrets. 

Illustrate the transfer of knowledge by 
telling a story that illustrates these points. 
You may be able to make up a story based on 
the resources and experience of your park or 
you may find an appropriate natural history 
book (see reference list below). 

Suggested Evaluation: 

You may wish to conclude your program and 
role as the research librarian by asking your 
participants to think of any other examples of 
items or knowledge that has been culturally 
transferred. Or use this time to have the 
audience ask the librarian questions. 

Extensions: 

• Obtain a copy of the movie, The Teaching 
Rocks, which traces the history of pictographs 
and petroglyphs through a storytelling ap­
proach. 
• Cover a large table with brown mailing 
paper and provide crayons for children or 
adults to draw their own pictographs. You 
may provide children with a paper that asks 
them to draw a story picture about some 
element of the park's natural environment. 

References: 

Gard, Wayne. 1959. The Great Buffalo Hunt. 
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. 

Stefferud, Alfred, Editor. 1966. Birds in Our 
~. USDI- Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife. 

Fact Sheet - Cultural Transfer of Biological 
Diversity 

Other native history books 

Movie - The Teachine; Rocks, Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
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Cuyahoga Valley National 
Recreation Area 

Susan M. HaIaburda 

This program was developed 
as part of a Cri tical Natural 
Resource Issues for Interpreta­
tion workshop. The text and 
ideas were originally developed 
for a guided hike but Susan also 
feels that they may be developed 
into a slide program for use in 
the winter. The program is 
designed to tell the story of 
biological diversity found in the 
Cuyahoga Valley and how it has 
been a source of food and fiber, 
medicine and goods to a variety 
of human societies for 12,000 
years. The program relates 
strongly to the cultural transfer 
of biological diversity and 
includes objectives such as: to 
name sources of fiber, medicines 
and food used by early 
inhabitants of the CVNRA area; 
to name three benefi ts of the 
natural world of present users of 
the CVNRA; and to predict three 
benefits of the natural world for 
the future visitors to CVNRA. 
Excerpts from the text are 
included. 

12,000 Years of Partnership 
Throughout the wooded 

terrain in front of you is a 
grocery store, pharmacy, and 
department store all combined. 
People today rarely see the 
warehouse of supplies available 
to us out in the wild. Yet, the 
biological diversity found in the 
CVNRA has been a source of 
food, fiber, medicine and goods 
to a variety of human societies 
for 12,000 years. The natural 
world was and continues to be a 

way of living and surviving for 
many people over the ages. 

By using your imagination, let's 
pretend we are time travelers. As 
we travel hack in time we will 
unfold the relationship of human 
societies to the natural world. 
(Time traveling device is a 
compass fitted with different era 
coordinates taped on it, that lead 
the group to different stops along 
the trail.) 

Our first stop in our travels 
takes us back to the year 8,000 
BC. The land had been scarred by 
glaciers, but as the glaciers 
retreated, plants and animals, 
and trees spread over the land. 
People were nomadic types, 
following the herds of animals 
and moving from place to place 
with the seasons. We watch from 
a distance as a Paleo-Indian tribe 
prepares and sets out for a hunt. 
Mastedons and mammoths, giant 
elk, giant beavers, musk oxen, 
horses and tapir roam the area. 
Since hunting is a major way of 
life and survival, how do you 
suppose these people are able to 
hunt them so readily? They 
depended on what was available 
around them. Look at the land in 
front of you for what sources you 
can find for tools or weapons that 
might have been used by the 
Paleo-Indians. (At this point let 
the group look for objects and 
discuss finds including rock, 
wood and bone). 

(These time travels continue for 
several stops and time periods 
until ... ) 
.. . Our travels through time 

eventually leads us to the present 
time. We are brought back home 
to a time when modern 
conveniences of grocery stores, 
pharmacies, and department 
stores have taken over and the 
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medicines are long forgotten ... 
Modern technology has given 
us a false sense of security that 
we are self-sufficient and no 
longer need the ties our 
ancestors had to the land. It is 
during this time that we need to 
think about preservation of our 
past and of the rich and 
abundant lands we depended on 
for subsistence. Technology 
may not sustain us forever. 

(Interpreter discusses the 
benefits of the natural 
environment of CVNRA) 

.. . Our final stop in our travels 
through time projects us further 
into the future. Here we must 
stop to think about what might 
be. What do you think will be 
future benefits of visitors to the 
CVNRA? If our society 
continues on its present course 
of global environmental 
degradation, what will the 
future generations of humans 
have left to supply the essentials 
oflife? 

.. . We have completed our 
adventure today. Now it is time 
to set our time compass for 
home and the year 1989. As we 
travel back, we recall an the 
wonders of the natural world 
that people have used over the 
years and we hope that these 
natural wonders will be here for 
us to enjoy in the future as well. 
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Biological Diversity Program Sheet 4 

Threatened or Endangered Species 

Pave Paradise? 

By Amy Holm 
With permission of The Global Tomorrow Coalition, Inc. 1986. 

Audience: children or children and parents 
Duration: 40 minutes 
Interpretive Technique: Instruction and Activity 
Park's Primary Resource: All 
Materials Needed: paper, pens, tape, chairs, record player or tape recorder 
and music, Face the Facts Cards and Species Cards (a few examples are 
provided for your inspiration -try to make some park specific) 
Program Objectives: Children will be able to: 

• define species 
• define habitat 
• describe three causes of habitat destruction 
• define endangered and extinct 
• describe three means of restoring or preserving habitat 

Program Description: 

Preparation - 1) count the number of 
children and place the same number of 
chairs in a circle facing in wards (18 max.). 
On the backs of these chairs, tape a sign 
designating that chair as either a land, air, 
or water habitat. A fairly even 
representation of each of the habitats works 
best for the game. 

2) Copy and cut the Species and the Fact cards. 
Count out the same number of Species Cards 

as there are children, making sure that there 
is a mix of species representing the three 
types of habitat. 

Procedure - 1) Define species. Ask children, 
"What species are we?" Different species live 
in different homes. Define habitat. Give 
examples of familiar species and their 
habitat, e.g. polar bears in the Arctic. Ask 
the children to describe their habitat. 

2) Tell the children that during the next 
activity they will be acting as another type of 
species. Ask how many have ever played 
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musical chairs. This activity is played the 
same way. The circle of chairs represents 
the Earth. Each chair has a sign on it -
either land, air Or water - that describes one 
general type of habitat that animals and 
plants depend on to survive. 

3) Read tbe following directions: "You will 
be receiving a Species Card. Please read it 
and identify the proper habitat for your 
species. The game will start when everyone 
is scattered around the inside of the circle 
and the music begins. You will walk around 
the circle clockwise until the 
music stops. Then you are to find r-r~---11 
a seat with the appropriate 
habitat sign." 
After the first round, the 
interpreter will read a Fact r£;~-~-~---'::.:::1 
Card, that describes an actual 
cause of habitat destruction 
and one chair will be removed. 
After each round, whoever 
cannot find a seat will read a 
Fact Card to the others. Then 



another chair will be removed and the music 
will begin again. 

4} Distribute the Species Cards and begin the 
activity. End the game when all three of the 
habitats are no longer represented, even if 
chairs remain in the circle. Explain that 
species cannot live on Earth without a 
complete ecosystem, (e.g. whales live in the 
oceans but need air to breathe). 

Conclusion and Evaluation: 

Ask the children to list reasons for habitat 
destruction based on the information from 
the Fact Cards. Define endangered and 
extinct. Relate how the destruction of 
habitats contributes to endangered or extinct 
species of plants and animals. 

Brainstorm with the children ways to 
preserve habitats or to reconstruct habitats. 
With each suggestion, return a chair 
representing a habitat to the circle until the 
Earth is a complete and healthy ecosystem 
again. 

Species Cards 

I am a California Condor. My wingspan is 9 
feet across. - AIR 

I am a wolf. Have you ever heard my howl? 
-LAND 

I am a Blue Whale. I grow to be larger than a 
school bus. - WATER 

I am a Bald Eagle, the symbol of the United 
States. - AIR 

I am a Rainbow Trout, because my scales 
shine with many colors. - WATER 

I am a PANDA, a black and white bear. I eat 
bamboo shoots. - LAND 

5.4.2 

Face The Facts Cards 

In 1985, the use of pesticides for farming 
polluted a bird refuge area in California 
- Remove a chair marked AIR 

An oil spill covered 800 sq. miles off the 
California coast in 1969. - Remove a 
chair marked WATER. 

Every year, tons of soil are eroded from 
farmlands in our country. - Remove a 
chair marked LAND. 

DDT, a dangerous pesticide banned in the 
United States in 1972, is still used by other 
nations. - Remove a chair marked AIR. 

(Make your own species and fact cards -you 
may want the issues to be more general and 
more familiar to the children.) 

• 

• 
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Napier Shelton 

A slide presentation 

1:~:~;~~:~~''';~Shenandaah's Trapical , was designed to 
the fate af threatened 

endangered species. This 
iprO!!raln ties the status of 

diversity within our 
parks to the more 

Il~::.l~~:~ threatened biological 
j( in tropical rain forests. 

are selected excerpts from 
slide program. 

1~:::::~:l'S Tropical 

Message: Shenandoah is linked 
the American tropics by birds 

migrate there for the winter. 
iP"ot.,cting these birds means also 

i~;:~~:7; the habitats, especially 
[J in which they winter. 

[Forest glade with wildflowers] 
/S11mm,or in Shenandoah. There 

nesting birds (over 100 
The park provides a 

area of good habitat for 
especially the farest 

This is part of the 
idh,e"litv of life the park protects. 

[Migrating birds] But over half 
park's bird species migrate 

south for the winter, in most 
cases south of the United States. 
Therefore, the park can't totally 
protect the migrant species. 
What conditions do they find on 
their wintering grounds, where 
they spend more of the year 
than they do in Shenandoah? 
We'll find out in a moment. But 
first, let's get acquainted with a 
few of our summer birds of the 
forest. 

[Slides and narrative on birds 
of ShenandoalJ] 

[Central American forest] 
Besides nesting in Shenandoah, 
these birds have something else 
in common - they winter in the 
forests of Central America or the 
West Indies. Here they set up 
territories, which they defend 
against other individuals of their 
species, just as they do on their 
summer grounds. With them in 
the tropical forest are not only 
many species from North 
America, but also many others 
that live all year in these tropical 
forests. 

[Cutting, burning of tropical 
forest] These four species from 
Shenandoah have another thing 
in common they are 
becoming scarcer. Why? Noone 
knows for sure, but one likely 
cause is that the forests they 
winter in are becoming scarcer . 

over C;ent·ral ffi]ler'\C2m 
the West Indies, forests are being 
cut. 

Our bald eagles, 
pelicans, and peregrin falcons, 
for instance, were in a seliotlS 
downslide until we stopped the 
use of this pesticide. 
Unfortunately, we stUI sell 
abroad. 

[Slide of U.S. Agency 
International Development 
or World Bank Project] What 
we do to help remedy these 
matters? Mostly, support 
to help these countries develop in 
environmentally sound 
The U.S. AID and the 
Bank are two important av.,mles 
for such help. 

[Series of slides of Sh.en,an.:lo2,h 
forest, Latin American forest] 
Shenandosh National Park has 
tropical connection . 
important, much·loved part 
the natural diversity 
Shenandoah could be lost 
tropical environments to the 
south continue to be cut 
poisoned. Awareness on 
sides of the border is the first 
step toward healing. 
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Biological Diversity Program Sheet 5 

Ethical Issues and Species Preservation 

Debating Diversity 

By Pam Wright - The Ohio State University 

Audience: Adult visitors 
Duration: 2-6 minute spot talk 
Interpretive Technique: Spot talk 
Park's Primary Resource: Historical 
Program Objectives: 

• Participants will be able to list four ethical issues for the preservation of a 
species. 

Program Description: 

Particularily tricky subjects such as ethics 
are often hard to visualize as interpretive 
programs. There are no right or wrong 
answers and everyone is entitled to his or her 
opinion. Developing an entire hour-long 
program on a topic such as this will not only 
stretch your imagination but it may stretch 
the material. On the positive side, however, 
topics such as ethical issues and species 
preservation can just as easily be 
incorporated into historical or cultural 
resource parks as natural environment 
parks. Ethics are based on sets of beliefs and 
as such, are difficult to teach; some say in 
fact that they should not be taught. Ethics 
however, should be integrated into all 
programing you do. For example, a 
program on aquatic life that involves 
collecting samples for study should teach an 
environmental ethic through the 
interpreter's behavior - releasing species 
sampled into their natural habitat upon 
completion of the exercise. Perhaps one of 
the best methods of handling this subject is to 
handle it as an unresolved dilema: a 
mystery or a debate. In this manner, 
participants become exposed to a range of 
issues relating to the topic but, are left to 
decide their own position on the topic. This 
example program will be used as a short 
exerpt in a regularily scheduled program at 
a historic site-we will use Lincoln 

5.5.1 

Birthplace National Historic Site (ABLI) as 
an example. The interpreter will not 
actually teach ethics, but rather model ethical 
behavior and reveal the reasons for that 
behavior. 

Visitors to a historic site such as ABLI may 
participate in a building tour, examining 
artifacts and objects along the way and 
hearing vignettes and stories of life as it 
was. One of the many topics for these tours is 
to interpret what in Lincoln's upbringing 
may have led him to become a president. 
When interpreters and visitors 
reach the dining room tbe 
interpreter may mention that 
Lincoln's father often 
challenged him to debates at the 
dinner table-these of course 
strengthened his analytical /In-'f 
skills and speaking skills. 
If the interpreter has other 
staff members at hislher disposal helshe 
may choose to have the following scenario 
become a small play. If staff are not 
available, the interpeter could use members 
of the audience, perhaps prompted with 
written cues. 

Lincoln's father, looking up from his 
dinner, reveals the following information to 
his son. "Abraham, there was considerable 



debate at the town meeting the other night 
over whether or not to cut down that old oak in 
the town square. I can not see that it serves 
any purpose so why on earth should it not be 
cut down? 

species standing. Use this to lead into an 
introduction about another program - more 
related to biological diversity that is offered 
at the site or, use it as a technique to talk about 
the NPS system as a whole. For example, 
"the NPS maintains a number of historic 
sites like the ABLI to help you understand 
and appreciate your American heritage - this 
is part of a broader network of national parks 
such as Yellowstone, the Grand Canyon and 
Great Smoky Mountains. These parks were 
designed to preserve that same biological 
diversity that Lincoln may have defended at 
the dinner table with his father. We 
encourage you to attend the program 

Lincoln's response should highlight four 
reasons for the preservation of a species: 
economic value, esthetic value, 
interdependence of ecosystems and intrinsic 
rights for life. At the end of this discourse, 
the interpreter can continue hislher regular 
tour. 

Evaluation and Summary: 
At the end ofthe home tour, have the audience 
help summarize the reasons that may have 
led Lincoln to become president. Highlight 
the debate and ask what some of the issues 
were that Lincoln used to defend or debate a 

on biological diversity here at the 
Boyhood Home or to visit one of your other 
national parks to learn more about this topic. 
After all, we ourselves, not just presidents 
like Lincoln, need to know about these 
important issues." 

Shenandoah National 
Park 

Napier Shelton 

As part of a sourcebook for in­
terpreting biological diversity at 
Shenandoah, Nape Shelton for­
mulated some ideas for guided 
walks designed to communicate 
the value of a species. Excerpts 
from one of these walks are listed 
below: 

What Is a Tree Worth? 
This walk looks at several trees, 

either of the same species or of 
different species, to contemplate 
values ranging from economic to 
spiritual and intrinsic. 

Values to be demonstrated or 
discussed at stops include: 

Economic: value for lumber, 
veneer, etc. Give dollar values if 
possible. 

Ecological: food and home for 

other organisms. Look for birds, 
insects, fungi, squirrels, etc. in or 
on the tree, including cavities. 
You could pick one tree just for a 
discourse on the value of cavities. 
[Binoculars are useful here.] 

Environmental: Discuss the 
tree's role in holding soil, reduc­
ing the impact of rain, creating a 
cooler, moister environment be­
neath it, regulating atmospheric 
processes by taking in CO(2) and 
transpiring water vapor. 

Scientific: What could be 
learned by studying just one tree? 
For example, look at the amount 

and variety of insects on a single 
tree and how they are related to 
it 

Esthetic: Get people to express 
their reactions to individual trees 

beauty, ruggedness, 
peculiarity, etc. Ifthls tree were a 
person, what kind of a 
personality would it have? 

Intrinsic: Get people to discuss 
whether a tree should have a 

5.5.2 

standing in court. Does it have 
value simply because it exists? 

Conclude with comments on 
the immense value represented 
by all the trees in Shenandoah, 
each with its own individuality 
and genetic makeup. The park is 
here to protect such values. 

[A number of environmental 
education guides will suggest ac­
tivities that are tree-related that 
might be integrated with this 
program - how about creative 
expression through haiku or oth~ 
er poetry, or adopt-a-tree activi­
ties.) 

• 

• 

• 
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Biological Diversity Program Sheet 6 

Evolutionary Processes 

Let's Split 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Audience: Family Groups 
Duration: 30 minutes 
Interpretive Technique: Activity 
Park's Primary Resource: Natural 
Materials Needed: Slides or pictures of select species (e.g., elk), cut-outs of 
different size antlers, recipe cards or markers. 
Program Objectives: 

• participants will be able to explain the balance of extinction and evolution 
• participants will be able to explain at least one reason why speciation may 

occur 

Program Description: 

This activity can be used as part of a larger 
program on the role of evolution and 
extinction in biological diversity, or it may be 
incorporated into other programs: e.g., 
restoration of species, ecosystem restoration, 
species-specific programs, children's 
activities. The activity was designed for 
people of all ages and can involve as little or 
as much activity as you wish. If your 
audience is made up of children, you might 
want to adapt the activity into some kind of 
relay race. If your audience consists 
primarily of seniors, everyone can remain 
seated for most of the activity and you can do 
the moving. You can easily substitute another 
animal of your choice-the elk has been used 
here because it is common to a number of 
parks. 

Tell your audience that the planet and the 
parks remain in a careful balance of 
extinctions and evolution. If we have one 
without the other, the planet will become 
overbalanced. While most of us will see (or 
be present for) many extinctions during our 
lifetime, we probably will not be able to 
witness the evolution of a new species. 

5.6.1 

Evolution is a very slow process, and may 
take hundreds of thousands of years for it to 
occur. Why do we have evolution? Because 
species continually adapt to new 
situations. With adaptation comes 
change and speciation-the creation of 
a new' species. Without evolution, 
there is only extinction. 

Ask your audience to name one very famous 
extinction-give enough clues so they guess 
dinosaurs. Explain that while there are 
many different thoughts as to why dinosaurs 
became extinct - environmental change is 
probably the most plausible (e.g. different 
plants grew-loss of food to many creatures 
and they overgrazed themselves; most 
popular reason is that there was a massive 
meteor shower and the debris or dust in the 
air reflected so much sunlight that the earth's 
temperature cooled and the environment 
changed drastically). Q. What happened to 
the dinosaurs when their environment 
changed? A. They became extinct. Q. Did 
all the dinosaurs die? A. (Probably be yes but 
in reality it's no - some dinosaurs, or rather 
relatives of the dinosaurs still remain today 



e.g. dragonflies, some lizards, crocodiles 
and tortoises) Q. Where did these relatives 
come from? Why did some dinosaur 
relatives survive? A. They evolved, or 
adapted to the change in their environment 
and new species were created. 

Bring your audience back to a time in the 
present park setting. Tell them that they are 
going to discover how evolution actually 
works by assuming the role of a park species 
- the elk. Ask your audience if they have 
seen any elk. Ask for some descriptions both 
habitat-wise and physical. Explain that there 
is just as much difference within a group of 
elk as there is within the audience. Just like 
humans, some elk are different sizes, 
different colors, etc. The differences in elk 
occur the same way they do in people. Each 
elk has a genetic 'fingerprint 'that 
determines itscharacteristics- these genetic 
fingerprints are a combination of the 
'fingerprints' of their parents, grandpar­
ents, great-grandparents etc. Select about 
one-third of the audience to be bull elk. 
Explain that the male elk have large 
antlers- these antlers are used in the rutting 
season when the males battle for females. 
Usually, dominant males have the largest 
antlers. Explain that the group is going to 
participate in the evolution of the elk on the 
basis of this one characteristic, for 
simplicity. Give each of the bull elk a cut-out 
of an antler (you can simply use different 
length sticks if you want) and a recipe card. 
Measure the length of the antler and write it 
on the recipe card, i.e. 20 inches. Have the 
group compute the average length of antlers 
in the population, who has the largest set of 
antlers and the range (i.e. smallest number 
to largest number). 

Now tell your population that something is 
going to happen to their environment. 
Humans are encroaching on the 
meadowlands that elk use for browsing and 
thus the elk are being forced into the forest. 
Additionally, the only forests that remain are 
those that have been aerially seeded and not 
thinned so that the trees are growing very 

5.6.2 

closely together (you can probably 
make up a more realistic 
scenario than this!!). Have six 
or so non-bull elk people stand 
up very close together-say 
within one foot of each other. 
Tell your elk that in order to 
get to the rutting grounds 
-they must go through the 
forest. Have them try to get 
there. (You should have your 
antler measurements worked out so 
that only about 50% ofthe elk can get through -
those with the smaller antlers, some elk may 
break off one antler to get through - this is all 
right) Have your audience compute the 
average number and range of the elk that 
manage to get through the forest. They will 
find that it is significantly smaller - and 
only those elk that make it to the rutting 
grounds to battle for a female can have 
offspring. Explain that if this happens over 
and over again, the genetic trait that will 
become dominant in the population will be 
small antlers. Eventually the elk may adapt 
behaviorally to this physical evolution -
perhaps dominance will be expressed by 
something other than large antler size. 
Explain that this exercise was hypothetical 
and cite a real case if you can think of one. 
Darwin used the example of giraffes that 
may once have looked like horses. Because of 
environmental change, the trees browsed on 
by the giraffes gradually became taller (the 
trees of course were evolving to meet an 
environmental change of their own), as the 
trees became taller, those giraffes in the 
population with longer necks were more 
successful; they were strong enough to 
reproduce and eventually long-neck giraffes 
were dominant in the population and short 
neck giraffes could not survive. 

Explain to the audience that what they have 
just participated in is a linear change within 
a species. Ask them what might happen if a 
population of elk in one park suddenly 
separated - perhaps a river was dammed and 
they couldn't swim across or perhaps a road 
went through the park that had a high fence 

• 
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alongside it. Explain that what sometimes 
happens is that a species is divided and 
forced to live in different environments. 
Each population adapts to their own 
environment. Since no interbreeding can 
occur, the populations may become 
sufficiently different over time that they can 
no longer interbreed-thus there are now two 
distinct species. This process is called 
speciation. 

apply what they have learned to what may 
happen if certain species in the park system 
were separated. Introduce the concept of 
Parks as genetic islands. Have the audience 
help you discover how isolation such that it 
may cause eventual speciation, may happen. 
Discuss whether the experts think that 
isolation, within the park setting, will result 
in a new species (probably not because the 
genetic stock is limited and coupled with 
inbreeding, there may be less genetic 
variability within the population and thus the 
species is less able to adapt to change). 
Discuss what can or does the NPS do to help -
the transfer of genetic stock from park to 
park to ensure healthy animals. 

Extension and Evaluation: 

After you have conducted the activity using 
your audience as the resource, ask them to 

Carlsbad Caverns National 
Park 

JohnRoth 

This program, What The Fossils 
Tell Us, was developed as a part 
of a workshop held at the 
Harper's Ferry Training Center 
in 1988. The program consists 
primarily of a 45-minute walk 
through the Scenic Room portion 
of Carlsbad Cavern. The objective 
of this program was to answer 
the question, "What causes biodi­
versity seen in the fossil record 
and how does this relate to the 
global mass extinctions presently 
occurring?" Excerpts from this 
program are included below. 

A - Speciation 
Isolation is the most important 

mechanism for creating new 
species. Small, isolated 
populations are most likely to 
undergo rapid change as new 
mutations are not as likely to be 
diluted as they would be in large 
populations. Divide the audience 
into two unequal size groups and 
use colored water to illustrate the 
dilution effect . 

illustrate the dilution effect. 
Explain about continental drift 

and relate the layers of the earth 
to the layers visible from within 
the cave. Talk about how 
continental drift was one of the 
first and definitely the most 
important causes for isolation of 
species and subsequently, 
speciation. 

B - Extinction 
Global mass extinctions occur 

as isolated events perhaps every 
31 or 33 million years. 

The main causes of extinction 
are increasing and unpredictable 
environmental extremes (low or 
high temperature, nutrients, 
rainfall, carbon dioxide, etc.) may 
possibly be caused by: 

• Increased period of mantle 
upwelling and carbon dioxide 
degassing. This causes frictional 
heat and effects the Earth's core 
and mantle. (Explain) 

• Extraterrestrial impacts caus­
ing build·up of dust, blocking 
sunlight - theory of meteor 
showers and how they might 
have caused the end of the age of 
the dinosaurs (Explain.) 

5.6.3 

Current Mass Extinction 
The average recovery time 

from past extinctions is ten 
million years but the present 
extinction rate is ten to a hundred 
times faster than past mass 
extinctions. Therefore, the 
world's biodiversity may never 
recoVer. National parks and 
ltther reserves of hiodi versi ty 
need continued support because 
of natural and human-caused cli­
mate changes. For example, 
parks should have north-south 
and elevation variations so that 
organisms can migrate in 

response to climate change. 
Otherwise, extinctions will 

continue. It is ironic that at a 
geological time of great 

biodiversity, 
it is most endangered. 
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Biological Diversity Program Sheet 7 

Impact of Consumer Behavior 

Buyer Beware 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Audience: Family Groups 
Duration: 20 minutes (part of a larger program) 
Interpretive Technique: Activity and discussion; involves audience 
participation. 
Park's Primary Resource: natural or recreational 
Materials Needed: copies of inspector badges, safety pins, note pads and 
pencils, copies of brochures from Natural Resources Defense Council on plant 
trade and a brochure entitled "Entry Refused" from Traffic U.S.A. - World 
Wildlife Fund, samples of products made from endangered or threatened 
species - or slides of them 
Program Objectives: 

• Participants will be able to list at least two objects that are made from 
endangered or threatened species . 

• Participants will be able to explain the concepts of supply and 7J 
demand and how this effects endangered species. LO / 

• Participants will be able to answer questions about the different laws 
and conventions that govern the endangered species trade. 

• Participants will be able to list what they can do to help stop the 
impact of consumer behavior on endangered species. 

Program Description: 

This program involves audience 
participation, particularly from children in 
the audience. Some parts of the program 
could be potentially embarrassing if you 
single out individuals; plan ahead and 
structure the activity so that the activity 
involves the entire group. Introduce your 
program by telling the audience that "in 
tonight's program we are going to examine 
the role that we as consumers play in 
maintaining our biological diversity." Ask 
for a few children to volunteer to be Wildlife 
Inspectors [kids between the ages of 8 -12 will 
probably be bestJ. Deputize your wildlife 
inspectors-by pinning on their badges. Ask 
your audience to help the wildlife inspectors 
carry out their investigation. 

The first task will be to determine what 

5.7.1 

things in the room . or surrounding 
environment, come from plants or animals. 
Have your investigators help discover these 
items. Make labels for these items (Le. 
Wood) and have your deputies tape them on 
the objects when they find them. Try to get a 
diversity of items for example: wood chairs 
and tables . various trees, cotton clothing . 
cotton plants, paper - trees, wool clothing -
sheep, rubber - rubber tree, etc. Talk about not 
only the range of diversity of the plants or 
animals from which these objects come, but 
also the sheer numbers of objects that we trace 
back to animals or plants. 

Often in a park situation, your room and 
audience may be fairly homogeneous and 
your list be relatively small -if so, ask them 
to think about things that they might find 



back at their campsite or, at home. 

Ask your young inspectors what happens if? 
- you run out of facial tissues at home, your 
jeans get too small, etc. The hopeful answer 
of course will be: we buy more, or another 
pair. Explain that this process is called 
demand. The more boxes of facial tissues or 
the jeans we buy, the more the company has to 
supply us with. For every x number of boxes 
of facial tissues or jeans, someone has to 
harvest another tree or grow another bale of 
cotton. As demand increases, supply 
normally increases. 

Now, have your audience and inspectors 
think back to all those things that are around 
the home or park that come from plants or 
animals and see how many of them come 
from a species that is endangered (explain) 
or threatened (explain). Keep a list and see 
how many you get. For example: pearls from 
oysters, coats from endangered cats, 
medicines from plants, coral or ivory objects 
or jewelry, reptile products, i.e. shoes or 
briefcases, some liquors, tortOiseSh~ll 
jewelry, comhs, some food products, ~ 
cosmetics made with turtle oil, iJ 
feathers, etc. You probably won't I() 

get too many suggestions so have a 
list (or slides) prepared ahead of 
time. Thank your inspectors for their 
participation. 

Tie the discussion together by relating back 
to the facial tissues example. Explain that the 
rarer something is (little supply), the more 
we want it (big demand) - use an example of 
gold - how rare it is, how valuable it is. Talk 
about the effect of this on an endangered 
species. 

Spend some time talking about how the 
different laws and conventions are used to 
help control the fate of these species. Mention 
that these laws don't solve all the problems 
because people find ways around them. 

• Endangered Species Act - prohibits the 
import and export of species listed as 

5.7.2 

endangered and most species listed as 
threatened. 
• The Lacey Act - prohibits the import of 
species that have been taken, possessed, 
transported, or sold in violation of foreign 
law. Many countries now completely ban or 
strictly limit wildlife trade. 
• CITES - a comprehensive wildlife treaty 
signed by nearly 100 countries, including the 
United States, that regulates and in many 
cases prohibits commercial imports and 
exports of wild animal and plant species that 
are threatened or endangered by trade. 
• The Marine Mammal Protection Act -
prohibits the import of marine mammals and 
their parts and products. These species 
include whales, walruses, narwhals, seals, 
sea lions, sea otters, and polar bears. 

Bring the discussion back to a park level and 
talk about endangered or threatened species 
(or possible candidates) in your park. You 
might want to use the wildflower and 
domestic plant brochures for this portion. 
National Parks have laws similar to those 
listed above to protect biological diversity, for 
example, collecting laws for wildflowers and 
other objects, no hunting laws etc. 

Conclude this activity by discussing the 
importance of changing consumer behavior 
and demand for these products in order to 
preserve global biological diversity. Give an 
example such as the following: Until 
recently, marine mammals such as harp 
seals were killed to provide people all over the 
world with fur coats, boots, etc. As people 
became aware of the impact that the seal kills 
were having on the species, and the cruel way 
in which the harvest was conducted, they 
stopped demanding the products. 

[Use this as a program in itself or use it as a 
portion of a larger program - a program on 
your parks endangered or threatened 
species. If you want another resource, the 
WWF Wildlife Trade Education Kit comes 
complete with a slide tape show and a variety 
of other resources] 

• 

• 
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Cuyahoga Valley 
National Recreation 

Area 

Carol J. Spears 

Cuyahoga Valley National 
IRecr~ati(m Area (CUVA) has 
proposed a visitor center 
Idispllay designed to interpret 
IHl~g'il trade in wildlife and 

ants. This display is 
a t a mixed group of 
and children with 

prior knowledge of the 
uu],ec •. The display's goal is 
educ,~te visitors about the 

problem of illegal 
in wildlife and plants, 

its effects on natural 
IPopulatIOnls. The display will 

people to take 
Ire,sponsibdlity for their own 

as resource 
consumers. 

This display is proposed to 
constructed at the park and 

be composed primarily 
of text and accompanying 
specimens of wildlife or 
WJJQ •. ue products confiscated 

Port of Entry authorities, 
. S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service. At CUVA, emphasis 
be placed on confiscated 

birds and 
species. Facts 

be presented objectively 
a clear answer to the 

Iv;,;lnT"S question of "What 
can I do about it?" 

Brochures 

Natural Resource Defense Council 
and 

Traffic (U.S.A.) World Wildlife Fund 

The NRDC, in 
conjunction with World 
Wildlife Fund has 
developed two excellent 
brochures that can be used 
as supplementary 
resources for displays or 
programs on consumer 
impact on biological diver­
sity. See the references 
section for listings on how 
to obtain these brochures. 

"Your House Plants Are. 
.. Part of the Plant Trade," 
is an eight-panel brochure 
designed to help people 
understand their impact 
on biological diversity. 
Topics addressed in this 
brochure include: 

° a description and 
extent of the problem 
-information on govern­
ing regulations such as 
the Convention on Inter­
national Trade in En­
dangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora 
(CITES) 
° technical information 
on how CITES works and 
problems encountered 
enforcing these regula­
tions 
°a "what you can do" 
section . 

5.7.3 

"Wildflowers in 
Garden" is also 
eight-panel brochure 
dressing topics such as; 

otraditional sources of 
wildflowers 
° hazards of wildflower 
collection 
oimpact of the trade and­
problems encountered with 
wildflower transplants 
othe status of legal 
protection 
° a "what you can do" 
section. 
Both brochures are printed 

on non-glossy paper and 
include attractive line 
drawings. In an interpre­
tive sense, both are text 
heavy. However, they are 
excellent sources of 
additional information both 
for your use and for your 
visitor's 
education . 
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Biological Diversity Program Sheet 8 

Integrated Development 

Biological Diversity Trivia Game 

By Kimberly Tassier - The Ohio State University 

Audience: Family Groups 
Duration: 30 minutes 
Interpretive Technique: Game 
Park's Primary Resource: All 
Materials Needed: Large wooden block (6" dimensions) with dice markings 
painted on it. One copy of the game cards printed on heavy cardstock and 
laminated if possible. Large plant or animal markers - perhaps magazine 
cutouts that are backed on cardboard and also laminated. Masking tape. 
Game board-see directions at the end of the program. 
Program Objectives: 

• participants will be able to describe the concept of the Biosphere Reserve 
• participants will be able to state at least one preservation and restoration 
activity that the park currently has underway 

Program Description: 

Adapted from: The Southern Appalachian 
Biosphere Reserve Game 

Use this program as an activity after a talk 
or slide presention on a related topic. 

Divide your audience into two to four 
groups. For example, split the audience down 
the aisle. Each group should choose a 
gamepiece marker that you will move 
around the board. A small piece of rolled 
masking tape on the back of the playing 
pieces will allow you to easily move their 
them around the board. 

Simply develop your own questions and 
answers (see examples provided) and glue 
the card sheets to construction paper. 
Participants, or teams, should answer a 
question from the category indicated by the 
square on which they land. When a player 

lands on a question square, the player from the 
opposite team should take a card from the top of 
the stack, and read the appropriate question. If 
the first team answers the question correctly, the 
team may take another turn. The question card 
should be placed at the bottom of the stack after 
one question has been read. Play continues 
until the first team reaches the FINISH 
square. 



GameBoard 
Directions: 

Use a 114 inch, 4' by 4' 
piece of plywood or 
chipboard and draw your 
park boundary and any 
other significant features 
on it. For example, draw 
particular trails, camp­
sites, historic sites, etc. 
Draw a second park 
boundary line, one inch 
away from the first one. 
Paint the area outside of the 
park boundary green. By 
using swirlwing brush 
strokes on a marine paint, 
you can make the area look 
like vegetation. Use large 
vinyl or letra-set letters 
and stenciled letters to 
make the playing area of 
the game as in the example 
shown. Have a start square 
-perhaps located near the 
park entrance and a finish 
square. In each of the other 
squares put one of the 
following letters: P for 
preservation, MAB for Man 
and the Biosphere and, R 
for restoration. Also 
designate a few squares 
with either spin again, go 
ahead or, go back 1 space. 
Use paints, photographs or 
drawings to decorate the 
inside of your game board. 
You may want to place 
small photographs or line 
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drawings of specific features approximately near where they belong. When you are finished designing 
the board you may want to laminate or shellac it in order to protect it. When using the board- prop it up 
against a chair at the front of the group and make sure that it is at a height that everyone can see. 
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Example Cards 

Restoration - Q. What kind of bird has been rein­
troduced in the Smokies BR? A. Peregrine falcon 

Preservation - Q. What is an exclosure? A. An area 
surrounded by a fence to keep certain animals out. 
This is to show how the land and plants would look if 
certain animals were not there. 

MAB - Q. What is the goal of MAE? A. To show that 
people and the environment can live in harmony with 
one another. 

Restoration - Q. What killed the American chestnut 
trees? A. Chestnut blight. 

Preservation - Q. What is the name of the ecosystem at 
the highest elevations in the Smokies BR? A. The 
spruce-fir ecosystem. 

MAB - Q. What is the area of a biosphere reserve 
called where no changes can be made in the ecosys­
tem? A. The COre area . 

Restoration - Q. What does "reintroduced" mean? A. 
Replanting animals or plants in areas where they had 
become extinct. 

Preservation - Q. What is killing the Fraser fir trees? 
A. The balsam woolly aphid (or adelgid) an alien spe­
cies. 

MAB - Q. What has been one of the two major 
accomplishments of MAB? A. Setting up 
biogeographical regions andior setting up biosphere 
reserves in the biogeographical regions. 

Restoration - Q. What caused the most damage to 
natural lands in the Smokies biosphere reserve in the 
last century? A. Lumbering ... over 60% of the forests 
in the area that is now the Smokies biosphere reserve 
was clear-cut. 

Preservation - Q. What is species of trout that is native 
to the Smokies BR? A. Brook trout. 

MAB - Q. MAB is a part of what organization? A. 
UNESCO (United National Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization) 

5.8.3 
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Intensive Management of Select Species 

Meet a Celebrity - Behind The Scenes 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Audience: Family Groups 
Duration: 30 minutes 
Interpretive Technique: Evening program with inter-active slide show and ac­
tivity 
Park's Primary Resource: Natural 
Materials Needed: Slides or video footage, telemetry equipment and other ap­
propriate tools, tape recorder. 
Program Objectives: Program participants will be able to: 

• site two reasons why certain species in National Parks are undergoing 
intensive management 
• tell two things that the NPS is doing to manage species 
• name one other species in another national park that is also the subject of 
intensive management. 

• Program Description: 

I 

I I. 

This program centers around the 
recurring message element of a behind the 
scene interview with a celebrity. You can 
carry this celebrity analogy as far as you like 
for this program - you may even want to 
keep the identity of the guest species a 
complete mystery in the program 
advertisement and not reveal the celebrities 
name until after the program introduction. 

Introduce your program by teIling your 
audience that you were very fortunate in 
managing to get an exclusive, 
behind-the-scenes interview with a very 
important celebrity. This celebrity has been 
receiving a lot of attention lately and is very 
hard to find. Tell your audience that you are 
now going to show them some of the footage 
you took in your recent interview orl perhaps 
you will actually interview the celebrity live. 
(The best way to do this interview is to have a 
previously written script that corresponds 
with slides or video footage. If you have a 
second interpreter available, they can 
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respond to your question. If you do not have a 
second interpreter, pre-tape your guest's 
responses and press the play back button to 
hear the response once you have completed 
answering the question. Make sure you 
practice doing this so the breaks between the 
questions are smooth and in the correct 
order. Have someone record the responses for 
you in a voice that we might associate with the 
species i.e. a Gila 
Trout might have a 
bubbly voice while a 
bison might have 
slow, deep voice. If 
you have the .-___ -' ........ '-___ -,-, 
advantage of a 
second interpreter 
-you can make 
time for a question 
and answer period 
directly from the 
audience. 

- , 
--p=-



Use slides or video footage to mustrate the 
interview and try to cover the following 
points: 

1. An introduction of the mystery guest. 
(Peregrine falcon) 

2. Ask the guest to tell the audience a little 
bit about themselves (physical, behavioral 
and territorial description). 

3. Ask the guest why they are such a 
celebrity (perhaps because they are an 
endangered species). 

4. Have the guest tell the audience why 
they became endangered. 

5. Ask the guest to tell who is giving them 
so much attention and what specifically they 
(resource managers) are doing. 

6. Ask the guest why they are doing this 
(value of species, role in ecosystem, etc.) 

7. Ask the guest what they see in their 
future (prognosis). 

8. Have the guest tell the audience what 
they can do to help (activities, further 
programs they can participate in, reporting 
sightings, etc.). 

9. Thank the guest and conclude the 
interview. 

After the slide portion of the program, have 
the audience examine some of the tools of the 
intensive management of this species e.g., 
telemetry or hack boxes. Perhaps you can 
invite your park scientist or resource 
manager to come in and tell more about the 
management process. 

Conclude the program by reminding the 
audience of why the NPS is involved in this 
management project and what they (the 
audience) can do. Explain that programs 
like this are happening all over the country 
in different parks. Use some examples from 
the fact sheet. 

5.9.2 

Adaptation for Children: 

The following activity was adapted from 
an activity (Activity 8) designed as part of the 
environmental education curricula on 
biological diversity that was developed by the 
Minnesota Environmental Education Board 
through NPS Mid-West Region. 

'Their Day" 

Plan a program in honor of a species 
undergoing intensive management, e.g. 
reintroduction into the wild. The children 
must decide the following things and then 
have the celebration. 

• what event is being celebrated 
• what species is being honored 
• how can this be made into a special 
occasion for the species in question 
• how can this occasion be celebrated by 
people in an environmentally safe way 
• what "present" might the children give 
to honor the species 
• what could the children do to help others 
learn about and celebrate the day 

Extension and Evaluation: 

Develop a follow-up activity such as a hike 
and see how many people also participate in 
this activity. Use a Who Am I quiz, such as 
the one here to help people learn about other 
species in your park or in other parks that are 
also subject to intensive management. 
Perhaps you could provide resource 
information or a display where people could 
look up the correct answers or you could 
provide the correct answer as illustrated. 

• 

• 

• 
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Quiz One 
• This species eats prairie dogs 
• Attempts to eradicate prairie dogs reduced the food 

source for this species. 
• This species was thought to be extinct by the mid 19708. 
• Hope was renewed when one was found dead in 1981 in 

Wyoming. 
• Intensive searching revealed 22 remaining. 
• Telemetry, observation and captive breeding are now 

being used in the management of this species. 
• Cooperation of ranchers is vital to success 
• Wanted Alive posters for this species can be found in 

many wildlife magazines 

Who Am I? 

Quiz Two 

• This is the state bird of Hawaii. 
• All Hawaiian relatives to this bird are extinct. 
• In 1950 there were 50 birds believed alive. 
• Two captive breeding programs established in Hawaii 

and England have raised over 2,400 of the birds. 
• About one-third of all birds released live due to habitat 

loss, alien competition and predation. 
• Hawaii Volcanoes National Park is intensively 

managed for these birds by trapping predators and 
fencing the boundaries. 

Who AmI? 
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Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park 

Kim Tassier 

This program was designed 
children and utilizes 

Icrlwlren's creativity in making 
I">'''"'" masks and then acting 

a play on the intensive 
of select species: 

falcon and the 

I~:~:~:~:~~,:~ Using paper 
I, bags, each child 

a mask (or hand puppet 
lunch bags) representing 

of the plants or animals in 
food chains of the otter and 

Make sure that someone 
Im,.k"s a ranger (representing a 

resource manager), a 
ihlmt,er, a trapper and DDT. You 

need bags, scissors, 
I",no+",,,t;nn paper, glue, paste, 

pipecleaners. Wearing 
masks, the children will 
the following ski t. 

Script - The Story of the 
Ip,,,o~i'no Falcon and the River 

in the Smokies. 
(The children should act out 

parts as the script is being 
This may take some doing 

Use a large room with 
1.',0;,'0 and desks pushed aside, 

use a large outdoor area. 
should make themselves 

Ikr,num when their character 
is read by some 

lal,plrol>riate movement or 
growl, move wings, 

Ibllbl)le. quack, jump, etc. Words 
CAPITAL LETTERS denote 

characters in the script.) 

N arrator/lnterpreter: A 
time ago, before the 

Ipionee,,, came to our country, 
were many more animals 

plant here than there are 
(Enter plants and all 

larlilTlal".; Back then, they lived 

in nature as they were meant to 
live. The PLANTS grew green in 
the clean air and sunshine. The 
INSECTS hummed in the 
sunshine. The FISH swam 
happily in the streams. FROGS 
jumped in and out of the waters. 
The CRAYFISH moved slowly 
along the river and lake bottoms. 
DUCKS quacked from the sky. 
BLUE JAYS called from the 
trees. RIVER OTTERS played 
happily in the streams. 
PEREGRINE FALCONS flew 
quickly through the sky. 

All of nature was healthy then 
- the ANIMALS could find 
enough to eat and there was 
plenty of land on which to live. 
There are not as many 
ANIMALS today as there were 
then. They do not have as much 
room to run, with all the cities 
and towns there are now. But 
nature still goes on. As they did 
long ago, PLANTS are still eaten 
by the INSECTS. FISH, FROGS, 
and CRAYFISH eat INSECTS. 
RIVER OTTERS eat FISH, 
FROGS and CRAYFISH. And, 
DUCKS eat PLANTS. BLUE 
JAYS eat INSECTS, and the 
PEREGRINE FALCONS eat 
DUCKS, BLUE JAYS and other 
birds. So these food chains work 
today as they did long ago. (Have 
the students line up as their food 
chain is read, with the plants at 
one end and the otters and 
falcons at the other end.) 

Sometimes people can hurt all 
of nature - and the ANIMALS 
and PLANTS without 
knowing it. FUR TRAPPERS 
caught too many OTTERS. 
There were no RIVER OTTERS 
left in the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park 
Biosphere Reserve for 50 years. 

Some HUNTERS killed too 
many PEREGRINE FALCONS 
and some took their eggs. There 
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were fewer and fewer left in the 
Smokies. Then, a chemical 
called DDT was used to kill 
insects that hurt farmer's crops. 
But when the birds, like the 
BLUE JAYS, ate the INSECTS, 
they got DDT in them. Then the 
PEREGRINE FALCONS ate the 
BLUE JAYS, and they got the 
DDT in them! They did not 
but the DDT in them made 
egg shells too soft, and the 
FALCON chicks died. So there 
were very few PEREGRINE 
FALCONS left in our country. 
And none left in the Smokies, 
ever since your grandparents 
were your age. 

RIVER OTTERS and 
PEREGRINE FALCONS are 
endangered animals. They are 
in danger of becoming extinct -
of all dying, all over the country. 
But some people are trying to 
save them from becoming 
extinct. And some people are 
helping them to come back to the 
Smokies! 

The people in the Great 
Mountains National 
Biosphere Reserve - the 
RANGERS - have brought in 
OTTERS and 
FALCONS from other places. 
Now they are protected in our 
park. There are lots of FISH and 
CRAYFISH and FROGS and 
DUCKS and BLUE JAYS and 

lots of streams for 
OTTERS to play in and lots 
mountains for the PEREGRINE 
FALCONS to fly over. 

HUNTING and TRAPPING 
are not allowed in the park 
(ranger tells hunter and trapper 
to leave) so that all the PLANTS 
and ANIMALS there are safe. 
And nature can be healthy once 
more in the Smokies. 

• 

• 

• 
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Biological Diversity Program Sheet 10 

Medically Important Species 

Nature's Medicine Cabinet 

By Kim A. Palmer - The Ohio State University 

Audience: Adult and family groups 
Duration: 25-30 minutes 
Materials Needed: One piece of moldy bread and one blindfold 
Interpretive Technique: Guided Walk 
Program Objectives: 

• The audience will be able to list at least three medically important species. 
oThe audience will be able to cite at least two threats to biological diversity. 
• The audience will be able to list at least two ways they can help promote 

the preservation of biological diversity. 

Program Description: 

Carry the moldy piece of bread in a plastic 
bag in your backpack and at the appropriate 
time, after your introduction if using this as a 
complete program or at another appropriate 
point if using this as a program input, 
explain to the visitors that in your backpack 
is something that could save millions of 
lives. Have them gather around closer as you 
continue to drop subtle clues about this 
lifesaving item in you backpack, e.g., it's 
often taken for granted and is often thrown 
away by people everyday. 

When everyone is within viewing distance, 
pull out the moldy bread. Comment that while 
this particular mold may not be Penicillin 
producing mold, it signifies the fact that 
things in the natural world that we often 
disregard can offer tremendous benefits to 
the medical world. 

For example, the mold that was Penicillium 
notat um was found growing on bread. 
However, it didn't offer a very high yield so 
its true potential as an antibiotic wasn't 
realized until World War II. At that time, in 
a grocery store in Peoria, Illinois, growing 
on a cantaloupe, was the species Penicillium 
chrysogenum that has since saved millions 

of lives. "R _ 
Now ask the audience if anyone there .LX 
has ever had a tooth pulled or been in a 
situation where they had to get a prescription 
for a pain killer. Tell them they can thank a 
poppy. A flower made it possible for them to 
be more comfortable through tooth extractions 
and other painful experiences. The opium 
poppy is the source codeine and morphine. 

A third example is that over 3 million 
sufferers from heart disease depend upon a 
flower for their cardiovascular drugs. 
Digoxin, a cardiovascular drug, is made 
from Wooly Foxglove (Digitalis lanata). 
Without this plant, 3 million people would be 
out of luck and maybe out of life. 

At one time or another, most of us have used 
some type of drug for an illness. Over half 
of all the prescription drugs in the United 
States contain substances from natural 
materials. That amounts to an $8 billion 
market domestically and a $40 billion dollar 
trade worldwide!! Even if drugs are made 
synthetically, they frequently use natural 
materials as '"blue prints,'" making the 
number of drugs derived directly or 
indirectly from a natural material 
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overwhelming. 

Every day, new medical products are being 
developed from sources that are totally 
unexpected: who would have expected a 
treatment for children with acute leukemia 
would have come from a flower? Point to a 
flower on the trail or hold up a picture of a 
flower if no natural model is available. 
Flowers are saving lives. 

The rosy periwinkle, a flower originally 
from Madagascar, contains valuable 
alkaloids and two of these alkaloids are vital 
in treating Hodgkin's disease and 
leukemia. Species we take for granted 
or never give a second thought may 
hold the key to valuable 
information. Now, this (point to 
common plant in park) that we are 

yalLmin 

obviously pick a volunteer who will be able to 
handle being blindfolded and stay near the 
blindfolded person at all times to assure his 
and her safety). 

The remainder of the audience becomes 
species. Each person represents a species that 
could yield tremendous medical values, but 
they have not been discovered yet. Pick a 
small percentage of people to represent the 
species that would yield information for the 
disease the researcher is trying to cure. 
Indicate this by giving these people 
something to hold or wear ( a pine Cone or 
construction paper star). These valuable 

species should be randomly scattered 
throughout the group. 

all standing on! near may lead to a 
breakthrough in treating cancer, 
heart disease or even AIDS. We 
just don't know enough about the 
richness of our planet. CSDD 

mg 

Slowly guide your blindfolded 
volunteer towards the mass of 
"undiscovered species" and point out 
that with this great amount of species, 
even being blindfolded, the 
researcher will have a relatively 
good chance of "discovering" a 
species. 

... , __ ...... --: ...... tlI 

~~~~ ... ~~ ..... 
Sounds great, right? However, 
nature's medicine cabinet is 
disappearing before we can even 
know what is inside. The diversity of 
Earth's resources are being threatened. 
Every hour, two to three species become 
extinct. That's 48-72 species a day. As large 
tracts of tropical rainforest are cleared for 
development, grazing, etc., species that have 
not even been named yet, let alone studied for 
potential medical values, are lost... lost 
forever. 

To demonstrate this, have a volunteer step 
near the center or front of the audience. 
Explain that helshe is going to be a medical 
researcher searching for a treatment for a 
disease that is devastating the population. 

However, due to our current superficial 
knowledge of the Earth's biological 
diversity, the researcher has very limited 
capabilities. This can be represented by 
blindfolding the volunteer. (NOTE: 

But, now designate a large section of 
the audience as being decimated by 

some anthropogenic source, e.g., ozone 
damage, acid deposition, cleared for road 
building, etc. Instruct that group of people to 
move away a bit. Have a second group also be 
affected by an anthropogenic source, and 
then point out the probability ofthe researcher 
now finding a valuable species when the 
amount of available species has declined 
drastically. (Repeat the removal of species as 
many times as you feel necessary to get the 
point across). 

Take the blindfold off the volunteer and 
reiterate the rate at which species are 
disappearing. Mention that the cure for Aunt 
Sophie's cancer or Uncle Jack's heart 
problem could be "getting the ax" right now. 
The penicillin that saved millions in WWII 
and continues to help people, was just sitting 
there, growing on a cantaloupe in Peoria, 
Illinois. So, any species anywhere may be 
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medically valuable. 

Biological diversity means much more than 
just penicillin and pain killers. It is the key 
to the stability of the Earth's ecological 
systems. 

What does this all mean? Obviously we can 
not paralyze development with the fear of 
destroying a potentially medically valuable 
species. We can, however take a more 
responsible and sensible approach. One such 
approach is happening right now with the 
Man and the Biosphere Program (MAB). 

The MAB program was initiated in 1971 to 
provide the knowledge, skills, and human 
values to support harmonious relationships 
between people and their environments 
throughout the world. A Biosphere Reserve is 
an international designation made by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) . 

These reserves act as a keystone of MAB by 
providing a global network of sites for 
cooperative research and demonstrate the 
sustainable use goals of the United Nation's 
World Conservation Strategy. There are 
over 40 Biosphere reserves in the United 
States and 22 of these are managed by the 
National Park Service. 

By participating in education programs such 
as this, everyone present is contributing to the 
preservation of biological diversity. The 
more aware they become of issues 
surrounding our natural resources, the better 
able they are to make appropriate and 
responsible decisions concerning their 
management and use . 

5.10.3 

We can all begin to make certain changes in 
our lifestyles as well. (Examples of actions: 
become involved in conservation groups 
such as Audubon Society, World WildHfe 
Fund or The Nature Conservancy; learn 
more about and get involved with the 
legislation concerning natural areas; 
conserve energy, recycle and learn more 
about corporations or products that contribute 
to habitat destruction or overharvesting and 
avoid their products.) 

Reemphasize the interdependence of every­
one of us with the earth's resources and 
remind the audience that along with that 
interdependence comes a responsibility from 
preserving biological diversity. 

Evaluation: 

Ask the audience to show examples of how 
biological diversity is threatened. 

Ask the audience to list some ways in which 
they can contribute to preserving biological 
diversity. 

References: 

Durrel,L. 1986. State ofthe Ark. Doubleday. 

Meyers, N. 1983. A Wealth of Wild Species 
Storehouse for Human Welfare. Colorado: 
Westview Press 

Oldfield, M.L. 1984. The Value of Conserv­
ing Genetic Resources. USDIINPS. 



Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park 

Kimberly Tassier 

Tell Me A Biodiversity Story 
The following activity was 

designed as part of an 
environmental education series 
for classroom use. You could 
easily adapt this for any kind of 
interpretive audience. 

Divide the class into pairs of 
students. Let each pair draw five 
(5) cards from the card deck. 
These cards contain descriptions 
of the past and present uses of 
plants and animals in the 
Southern Appalachians. Mter 
they have drawn the cards, they 
should brainstorm together to 
develop a story or scenario that 
includes all of the plants and 
animals listed on their cards. 
Have them work on their stories 
and then present them. 

An example of a biodiversity 

a 
P1I)l~-W'DOd house. For breakfast, 
they eat BLUEBERRY muffins 
on an OAK table. The youngest 
child becomes ill and is given tea 
made from SASSAFRAS roots. 
They wear clothes made from 
DEERskins. 

Example Card. 

Black wain ut tree.: beautiful 
dark brown wood that is used for 
furniture, fence rails and 
paneling. 

Wild Gooseberry (shrub): 
reddish striped prickly berries 
used in jams, jellies and pies. 

Sumac: Used as a medicine. Tea 
is made from the berries (or 
sumac lemonade -sumacade) to 
relieve tiredness and reduce 
fever. 
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on 
your face to keep insects away. 

Wild Roses: the rose hips, are 
very rich in vitamin C and are 
made into rose hip tea, juice or 
soup. 

Red Clover: tea is made from 
the flower to use as a "spring 
bracer" to relax a patient. 

Catnip: tea made from 
leaves is used to make people 
relax and go to sleep. 

Yarrow: an all purpose 
medicine. Leaves on the brow 
cured headaches, and in the 
shoe would heal blisters. 

Mayapple: roots are ground to 
make poultices to help heal 
sores. 

• 

• 
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Biological Diversity Program Sheet 11 

Native vs Alien Species 

Alien Invaders 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Audience: 1) Children 2) General Park Visitor Group 

Duration: 1) One hour 2) Five minutes 

Interpretive Techniques: A two part program involving 1) the development of a 
display or exhibit at a childrens program, and 2) the subsequent viewing of 
that exhibit by visitors to a display board in the park -i.e. in the visitor center 
or at an outside kiosk. 

Park's Primary Resource: all types 

Materials Needed: Construction paper, white drawing paper, crayons, pencils 
and watercolors, scissors, tape, thick markers, large light colored poster 
board, field guides and picture books, old newspapers, newspaper clippings 
from magazines like National Inquirer (optional) . 

Objectives: 
• Designers and viewers of this exhibit will be able to distinguish the 

differences between a native and an alien species . 
• Designers and viewers of this exhibit will be able to list at least two reasons 

why alien species may harm park environments. 
• Designers and viewers will be able to describe at least one alien species in 
your park. 

• Designers and viewers will learn what they can do to help control the 
spread of alien species. 

Program Description: 

This two-part program is designed as a 
technique to help interpret the biological 
diversity story of native versus alien species 
to both children and adults. By using the 
artwork of children, which is an acceptable 
casual display, you can enhance your park's 
communication of the biodiversity story. 
Run a children's program (say ages 8 to 12), 
on alien invaders. Using a combination of 
storytelling and artwork, the children will 
develop the bulk of the exhibit. You can put 
the remainder of the exhibit together after the 
program and display it on a bulletin board or 

in a kiosk. Remember that although it will 
be casual, it will be acceptable because it is the 
work of children. 

Once the children are gathered at the 
program, read them a short children's story 
about aliens- the usual ones such as E.T. 
You may find a children's story at your local 
library or you may be able to create a brief 
one. Ask the children to help you describe 
what aliens look like: What kind of vehicles 
they travel in, etc. Now ask - how many of 
you have seen aliens in X National Park? 
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Tell them that about the alien invaders we 
find in our national parks; provide them 
with a photograph or picture of these and teII a 
little story about what an alien is, and what 
damage it causes in your park. Provide them 
with drawing paper and crayons or paints 
and have half of them draw a picture of an 
alien or an alien spaceship while the other 
half draw a picture of an alien species in your 
park. 

For the children drawing aliens in our 
National Parks, give them some directions 
or ideas about what might go in a picture for 
example a pig, trampling on some plants or 
digging up a mud hole. Have prepared on 
poster board titles that say, in marker or 
another medium, 'What Is An Alien," 
'Alien Problems, , and 'What Can We Do?' 
Have the children help you think of ideas for 
each of these categories and then have some of 
the older children write them on the posters. 
When the children are done their drawings 
and have helped you fill in the text on the 
poster board, let them know that what they 
have done is help you make a display to teach 
adults about alien invaders in our national 
parks. 

Let them know where the display will be and 
when it will be put up (this will also help you 
make sure you get the display completed if 
you know you have all these eager eyes 
waiting to see the finished product). 
Conclude the program by going on a walk to 
look for alien invaders or playing a game. 

To complete the exhibit - follow these ideas. 
You may decide to have as many of these as 
possible completed prior to the children's 
program and add on their drawings and 
comments as soon as they have finished 
them. 

Make a title, perhaps cut out of colored 
construction paper letters that says "Alien 
Invaders - Sighted in [Your] National Park." 

Mount the children's artwork on different 
colors of construction paper- to frame it. 

Make captions, either handwritten on the 
bottom of pictures or typed and enlarged, for 
the bottom ofthe pictures drawn by the second 
group of kids. An example caption might 
say, "Feral pigs tramp native grasses and 
the Nene (Hawaiian geese) go hungry." 

Make sure you include a credit page 
somewhere in the exhibit. For example: 
"completed by the children of Yellowstone," 
and include all their names. 

You may want other captions and other 
graphics - see those suggested in the example 
layout. 

Finally, don't forget to include a space for 
advertising-related programs about natives 
versus alien species, or post a copy of a 
supplementary brochure that your park may 
have available with directions on how to get 
copies. 

Suggested Evaluation: 

Evaluate the success of the display by 
recording the number of people who spend 
time at the exhibit, and the amount of time 
spent at the exhibit, the number of people who 
ask about advertised programs or 
supplementary brochures listed on the 
exhibit. Evaluate the success of the exhibit 
design portion of the program by 
determining how effectively the children 
(relative to their age) portray in their 
drawings the information that you have told 
them. 

References: 

Fact Sheet: Alien Invaders 
Field Guides 
Studies of alien or exotic plants in 

your park or region 
Children's books on outer space or 

aliens from your local library 
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Cuyahoga Valley 
National Recreation Area 

Carol J. Spears 

Cuyahoga has suggested a 
program entitled "The Aliens 
Among Us" that combines both 
guided hike and storytelling in a 
program for mixed adults and 
young people. The theme of the 
program is natural biodiversity is 
threatened by alien species." 

Alien Problems 
1. Compete for 
habitat 
2. Eat the food 
of other animals 
3. Spread ... 

Use your storytelling talents to 
weave a tale of stability in a 
community of naturally 
competing plants and animals 
and the non-living components 
of the ecosystem. Then 
introduce the alien(s) - plants or 
animals. Your story can then 
follow several scenarios of what 
may happen when a natural 
ecosystem is disturbed by the 
introduction of a species. Unfold 
the story at appropriate stops. 
Try and finish at an area where 

5.11.3 

the visitors can witness the 
effects of alien species. Bring 
field guides or photos to help 
visitors. Discuss NPS policy on 
alien species management and 
discuss the park's resource 
management plan of action for 
alien species. 

At Cuyahoga Valley, this 
program focuses on the gypsy 
moth. The gypsy moth traps set 
out by interpreters are used as a 
stop on the hike. 
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Restoration of Ecosystems 

X Marks The Plot - Prairie Restoration 

By Pamela A. Wright - The Ohio State University 

Audience: Primarily adults 
Duration: 2 hours 
Interpretive Technique: Guided Walk and Activity 
Park's Primary Resource: Cultural or Historical 
Materials Needed: Knapsack with field guides, yard-sticks, sets of 4 stakes 
(tent pegs will do), ball of string, clipboards, pencils and paper 
Program Ob,iectives: 

• participants will be able to describe at least two factors that may have led 
to the disruption ofthe natural ecosystem 

• participants will be able to explain why the restoration of these ecosystems 
is important to the local environment, the park, and global biological 
diversity 

• participants will be able to list three things that resource managers need 
to consider prior to undertaking a restoration project 

• participants will be able to demonstrate how to establish a plot 
• participants will be able to list three techniques used in prairie restoration 

Program Description: 

This program can be adapted for any 
ecosystem. For this example, a cultural! 
historical resource site with a prairie 
environment has been used. 

This program is activity-oriented. It need 
not involve any particular physical labor 
however, so most audience members could 
participate. Although it was designed as an 
'adult' centered program, children could 
easily participate if given some guidance. 
The program has three components, and is 
designed to take place at least partially in the 
out-of-doors. If you plan ahead it could be 
easily adapted to an indoor program. Either 
of the last two components could be dropped if 
you are faced with time or resource 
limitations; in this case you may want to 
have a follow-up program another day. 

5.12.1 

Component One - The first section of the 
program is designed to equip your 
participants with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to participate in the remainder of 
the program. You may choose to conduct this 
program in an indoor auditorium or in a 
comfortable outdoor setting. Introduce your 
audience to your program and to the park and 
prairie resource. Using a United States map, 
slides, photographs or drawings explain the 
differences between short grass, mixed and 
tall grass prairies and highlight your park's 
prairie type. Explain the relationship 
between the cultural and historical resource 
of your site and the prairie environment and 
discuss how, through time, the prairie 
environment has changed. Highlight some 
of the reasons for this change (e.g., over 
grazing, introduced species, over harvesting, 
differing land management techniques, loss 
of keystone species). Introduce the concept of 



biological diversity and using questioning, 
have the audience help you detennine why the 
restoration of the park's ecosystem is 
desirable. 

Component Two - Select a nearby area that 
has yet to be restored. If this is not possible on 
park land, ask the permission of a nearby 
landowner or construct a simulated area in 
an open space or large room. Survey your site 
in advance and coUect information on the 
species, soils and possible management 
activities necessary for restoration prior to 
the program. You will need to provide 
resources for the answers to these questions. 
If the answers are already identified in 
books or plans, bring them in and mark the 
pages. If not, obtain the answers and provide 
them on a typewritten sheet of paper. If you 
want to stress the research component of this 
activity, provide the answers for each 
question (or a clue) on single sheets of paper. 
Let your teams know that you have the 
answers in your backpack research library 
but before you give all the information to 
them, they have to formulate the correct 
questions. Depending on the size of your 
group, you may need to divide into several 
teams; make sure you have plenty of 
equipment. 

Explain to your group that before a restoration 
project is undertaken, the resource manager 
needs to have the anSwers to some questions. 
For example, what is the present situation, 
what species were actually native to the area 
(and what varieties of those species), is there 
adequate habitat and food still present for the 
restored species, what management 
activities are needed to restore the ecosystem 
and to maintain it, and will permission need 
to be obtained from anyone outside the park 
system, i.e. if the plan calls for the 
reintroduction of a keystone species such as a 
wolf, is the political climate favorable to this, 
what about surrounding land owners 
attitudes? Explain that the group's task will 
be to identify a number of assessment plots 
and to carry out an evaluation of each plot to 
obtain answers to the questions above. Let 

them know that you have all the equipment 
and the literature necessary to help out and 
that you will be the resource librarian. Each 
team should construct their plot and work 
through the work sheet. When they need an 
answer they should come to the resource 
librarian and they will get help in finding 
the answer. If there is infonnation that you 
need but you can't obtain, use a best-guess 
answer. Clearly identify that this answer is 
just a "Guess" but that it can be used for the 
purposes of the exercise. After your groups 
have worked through their plot sheets (you 
should place a time limit on this part), bring 
them back together and compare the two or 
more plots. If there are significant 
differences between them, ask your audience 
how the resource managers might detennine 
how much of each kind of different 
mini-biome there is. Managers may choose 
to treat each environment individually, or 
they may use aerial photographs or 
topographical maps to estimate how much of 
each type of environment there is. Help your 
participants work through a discussion of the 
management activities that are necessary to 
restore their plot or a larger similar 
environment. Proceed to step three. 

Component Three - If your park has a 
managed restoration plot take a short guided 
walk through this area. If the area is not 
accessible, or your park does not yet have a 
restoration area, use a restoration plan for 
your park and help your audience visualize 
what it may look like someday. As you take 
your real, or imaginary, walk through your 
restoration plot, have the participants help 
you identify the particular processes that 
occurred in the plot's development or 
subsequently occured in its management. If 
your park has a volunteer or cooperating 
association that helps in plot restoration or 
management, indicate how your audience 
might become involved in these activities. 
Conclude by reiterating the importance of 
restoration to the ecosystem, the park and 
global biological diversity. 
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Plots - Explain the principle of a plot. In most 
cases it is not possible to carry out a complete 
inventory of the entire park ecosystem, so the 
resource managers and scientists, using a 
variety of techniques (including plots) 
sample a variety of different environments. 
Try and select two different plot sites; these 
sites should be close enough to each other so 
that you can be easily accessible to both 
groups. Plots are constructed by measuring 
off a one-yard area - place a stake in each 
corner of the plot and tie a string boundary 
around the stakes. You may wish to further 
break down your plot by putting string grids 
across it but this is not necessary. 

Suggested Evaluation: 

After demonstrating the skills that are 
needed to assess the plot, have each team use 

the work sheets, plotting materials, field 
guides and other support materials you have 
provided for them to determine the fate of 
their plot. After they have finished, and the 
entire group has tallied their results, they are 
to prepare a management plan. By 
observing their behavior, and assisting them 
with their decisions, you will be able to 
determine the degree to which they achieved 
the desired objectives. 

References: 

Fact Sheet - Restoration of Ecosystems 
TaUgrass Prairie Brochure - Pipestone 

National Monument, Pipestone, 
Minnesota 

Manasek, Robert (letter and photo) Scotts 
Bluff National Monument - Gering, 
Nebraska 

X MARKS THE PLOT. PRAIRIE RESTORATION 
DATA SHEET (example) 

Plot Location ___________ _ 
General Description 

Species 
Frequency 
Introduced Sp. 
Native Sp. 
Habitat 
Restoration 
Management 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

(This example data sheet asks participants to identify what species now occur in the plot the 
frequency with which they occur, e.g., they Cover 20% ofthe plot, whether they are an introd~ced 
or native species. If the plant is an introduced species have the participants identify what 
native species would normally have filled that niche, and whether there is adequate habitat 
still,i.e., has the soil type changed or management of the land, how could the proper species be 
restored, what management process will be need to maintain it, prescribed burns, control of 
non-native plants, etc. This form is only an example, you will be in a better position to design 
one that suits your environment and the kind of information you think is appropriate to 
gather.) 

5.12.3 



Vicki Jo Lawson 

A series of interpretive elements 
designed to interpret the 

lre.storati'on of meadows in 
IY()se:mij;e National Park. These 
I meado'ws have been subjected to 

deal of human 
ImanipIJla.tic,n and impact during 

century. As a result, 

I ';;~:'~~t~ },~Sl~'~ ze and species 
t l been reduced. Two 

connections are 
Irecog:ni"ed: eco'sy"teln diversity is 

because meadows 
I oI'ov,de the basis of many food 
cnlnns, and species diversity is 
threatened because Yosemite 
meadows contain 36% of the 
park's total plant species on just 
3.5% of the park's land. The 
strategy to interpret this 
restoration includes signage, a 
park newspaper article and a 

I pl,eF'ared slide show. Drafts of 
sign and the newspaper 

I atticle are included. 

Press Release -Meadow 
Restoration 

This October you are likely to 
see more than pocket gophers 
digging in Yosemite Valley's 
meadows. As part of a major 
meadow restoration project, the 
Yosemite Fund, backed by 
Chevron USA, Inc., will begin to 
restore acres of trampled 
vegetation and miles of 
"volunteer trailsU to healthy 
meadow land. 

The donation will fund two, 
eleven-person crews from the 
San Francisco Conservation 
Corps to work in Stoneman and 
Ahwahnee Meadows. The crews 
will be eliminating all but 
essential trails in and around 
these meadows. Restoration 
techniques will be experimental, 
including: loosening of 
compacted soils on "volunteer 
trails" to encourage receptivity to 
natural seeding; transplanting of 
sod and bushes; removal of exotic 
species such as thistle, mullein, 
and Klamath weed; removal of 

Meadow Restoration Area 

Due to human impact, this area has been included in Yosemit, 
National Park's revegetation program. You can help th, 
restoration process: 

• Stay on maintained trails 
• Avoid fragile wet areas 
• Keep bicycles on paved surfaces 

Careless people trample vegetation and destroy wildlif( 
habitat. 

Watch your step. 

-. .. -. .. .. .. .. .. .- .- .. .. .- .. 
This project is made possible through the Yosemite Fund and, 
grant from Chevron USA, Inc. in cooperation with the Nation, 

5.12.4 

encroaching small pine 
cedar trees; and redefining of 
retained trails to channel hikers. 

In 1866, the California 
Geologic Survey mapped 745 
acres of meadows in Yosemite 
Valley. Today we are left with 
only 390 acres. Due to natural 
successional changes, as well as 
human manipulation of the 
environment, these meadows 
are becoming drier and smaller. 
Human-induced changes 
include removal of a portion of a 
glacial moraine dam near 
Bridal veil Fall, long-time 
suppression of natural fires, 
grazing of domestic animals, 
planting of exotic species, and 
unrestricted camping and 
traveling. Although these types 
of human influences aTe no 
longer permitted, their impacts 
are long-term. 

To restore natural meadow 
processes in an area visited by 
three million people annually is 
no small task. Visitors to 
Yosemite can help restore 
healthy meadows by using only 
established trails, avoiding wet 
meadow areas, respecting 
imposed barriers, and hiking 
only on paved surfaces. With 
the help of the Yosemite Fund, 
Chevron USA, Inc., the San 
Francisco Conservation Corps, 
and each park visitor, these 
meadows will be reminiscent of 
the healthy meadows first 
mapped in 1866. 

Photo caption: Maze 
volunteer trails to be revegetat­
ed in Stoneman Meadow, 
Yosemite Valley. 

• 

• 

• 
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Additional Biological Diversity Programs 

Participants at the NPS training workshop, Critical Resource Issues for 
Interpreters, worked on developing park specific interpretive programs. The 
following information is provided for those of you who may wish to follow up on 
some of these biodiversity ideas that are being worked on by fellow 
communicators. 

Endangered Species "Th .. Th .. Th .. That's All Folks" [Activity] Big Thicket 
National Preserve - Sardie Hand 

Sandspits Here today, gone tomorrow? [Site Bulletin] Apostle Islands -
Diane M. Chalfant 

Native & Alien Species A Panther's Tale [Story Telling] Everglades National 
Park - Isobel Kalafarski 

Threatened Ecosystem Coastal Sage Scrub of California [Audio Visual 
Program] Cabrillo National Monument - Edmond Roberts 

Restoration [Slide Presentation] Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, Gateway 
• National Recreation Area - Cathy Cika 

• 

Praire Restoration [Slide Presentation] George Washington Carver National 
Monument - Bill Norton 

Preservation of Native Hawaiian Plants Love The Land (Aloha 'Aina) [Slide 
Presentation] Puukohola Heiau National Historic Site - Daniel Kawaiaea. 

Habitat Loss and Global Ecosystems No Place to Land [Video Tape] Guly 
Islands - G. Isishgs 

Grazing Impact Grazing at Fossil Butte Monument [Display Panels] Fossil 
Butte Monument - Andrew E. Banta 

Alien Species Mangrove Menace [Sign] Kaloko 
Honokohau National Historical Park - Francis 
Kuailani 

Habitat for Endangered Species [Signs] Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area - Dan Sealy 

5.13.1 



Loss of Habitat [Video Tape] Gateway NRA, Sandy Hook Unit - Randy 
Turner 

Prairie Dogs & FeITet Restoration [Portable Exhibit] Badlands National Park 
- Valerie J. Naylor 

Exotic Pest Plants [PosterlFlyer] Rock Creek Park - Clark A. Dixon, Jr. 

Restoration Behind the Scenery at Floyd Bennett Field [Slide Program] 
Jamaica Bay District Gateway National Recreation Area - Christopher 
Stein 

Biological Diversity General [Slide Program] Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area - Colleen Collins 

Exotic Species [Training Videotape] Virgin Islands - Chuck Weikert 

Wetlands and Island Biodiversity [Slide Presentation] Cumberland Island 
NS - Karen Taylor-Goodrich 

Isle Royale National Park 

Barbara Nelson-.Tameson 

Using technology and expertise 
lavailable within park staff, Isle 

is attempting a video 
on "The Effects of 

I~;'~~r:;;~:.f''''~~~~ on Biological 
II This program is 

I~~~~~;~:~~ for the general park 
" and it is aimed not only at 
linterpreltin,g biological diversity, 

the research and 
programs going on 

IW'''U.U national parks and the 
MAE program. 

The proposed video begins with 
general introduction of 

Ibil)loIPCl.l diversity and acid dep­
Background music is 

lin'teg)'ajoed with a combination of 
transferred to video and 

actual video footage taken witbin 
the park. The bulk of the 
program includes exerpts from 
an interview conducted with a 
park researcher, Dr. Robert Stot­
tlemyer. The interpreter design­
ing the video has structured this 
part of the program by providing 
a brief introduction to a topic or 
point and then splicing in quoted 
text and video footage from the 
researcher. 

Although many of us may feel 
challenged in producing such a 
piece of work, it is probably a lot 
easier than you think. Find 
someone on your staff who is an 
experienced home videographer 
or practice yourself. Consult your 
local film developer about slide to 
video transfer. Map out your 
program plan just like with any 
other program and follow your 
shooting schedule. The nice 

5.13.2 

tbing about video is that you can 
see instant results of the footage 
you just shot and if home-done, 
it can he incredibly inexpensive. 

While you can do your own 
splicing of footage simply by 
using two VCR machines, you 
may want to get a professional 
to help you with this part. First 
order all the segments that you 
want to be spliced, noting the 
recording numbers of the start 
and finish of each segment. 
Then do a rough splicing job to 
iron out all the glitches and to 
provide a road map for the final 
product. Inquire about the best 
way to add in background 
music and voice overs. 

• 

• 
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SIIDES 

City neighborhood with people 
Farm scene- people, farm 
animals 
Cabin in mountains 
Close-up. city wildlife/plants 
Close-up, farm animals/plants 
Close-up, mountain animals/ 
plants 
Artsy shot of a scene from 
Yellowstone 

Lake with multi-species of 
waterfowl - people on shore 

Person with monarch on hand 

Graphic: BioDiversity 
Species 
Genetic 
Ecosystem 

Spring scene from Smoky's lush 
greenery 

Algae - covered rock in stream 

Redwood tree 

bird munching insect 

people in produce department of 
grocery store 
insect eating leaves of tree 

shot filled with different kinds of 
insects 

house cat 
bullfrog in pond 
robin in city lawn in rain 
grizzly in Denali 
timber wolves 
douglas fir from Crater Lake 
lilac in bloom 
foggy scene at Olympic looking out 
into ocean 

Biological Diversity: 
It Makes All The Difference In The World 

Sample text and suggested slides 

By Carol J. Spears 

MUSIC: suggest one clear wind instrument, e.g. flute. 5 
SECONDS CONTINUE MUSIC 10 SECONDS FADE OUT AS 
NARRATION BEGINS 
Whether you live in the city, country, or mountain wilderness, you share 
the world with an incredible variety of different life forms. This array of 
living things and the communities in which it survives is called 
biological diversity. The very existence of our world depends on biological 
diversity. Even though many people feel this variety of life is the greatest 
natural resource of our earth, it is in great peril of disappearing. 

Does it really make any difference whether the human species is alone or 
one of many species on the planet? Answer that question for yourself, after 
taking a glimpse into: Biological Diversity: It Makes All The Difference 
In The World .... 

Biological diversity is a scien tiflc term for the most elegan tly common 
phenomenon around us-life, in all its many forms. The astounding 
variety of life can be categorized into three levels of diversity: species, 
genetic, and ecosystem. Let's first explore the most obvious kind of 
biological diversity-species diversity, which means different kinds of 
plants, animals, and microbial life. 

Wherever you are in the out-of-doors, whether it's in your own backyard or 
in a national park, what color overwhelms all others? Green. The many 
different shades of green found in vegetation make our planet a living one, 
for it is the green pigment that al10ws plants to be the cornerstone of all 
other life forms. Thousands of different kinds of green plants, from 
one-celled algae to the towering majesty of the largest living things, the 
redwood trees, use sunlight and the green pigment chlorophyll to 
manufacture food for themselves. This dizzying array of plants, in turn, is 
the source of food for all other life on the planet, from shiny, tiny insects to 
swift-flying birds, to grocery-shopping humans. 

And what an assortment of wildlife is busily changing plant fiber into 
animal tissue. There may be millions of different kinds of insects alone. 
The number of species of all plants and animals living on earth now is a 
puzzle, though the estimates are mind-boggling. Scientists think there 
may be up to 30 million. Think about how many you can name. There are 
cats, dogs, horses, bullfrogs, black widow spiders, houseflies, robins, bald 
eagles, grizzly bears, timber wolves, sugar maples, Douglas firs, roses, 
lilacs .... You could name quite a few-bu t can you imagine 30 million 
different kinds of living things? And about ninety percent of these 30 
million beings sharing our planet have never even been studied or 
identified by scientists or given an official name. This great treasury of 
unknown species is one of the greatest mysteries of science. 
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underwater scene with 
multi~species of marine fish 

Bald eagle perched 

close-up of Bald eagle hill 

Bald eagle soaring 

Cardinal perched 

close~up cardinal bill 

cardinal flying 

Drawing: horse with cell, nucleus, 
chromosomes superimposed 
Drawing: chromosome enlarged 
showing gene segments 
Drawing: Illustration of 
evolutionary line 

two horses, each with cell, nucleus, 
chromosomes superimposed as 
above 

same as above, each horse's gene 
segments shown in different 
colors 

marsh habitat 
rain hitting vegetation 
storm clouds 
earth ell t away to expose soil 
marsh habitat with great-blue 
heron 

great blue heron eating a fish 

tropical forest of Hawaii Volcanoes 

Where on earth did all this variety come from? Over the hundreds of 
millions of years that life has graced this planet, animals and plants have 
been competing for energy, food. and secure space. This competition for 
survival has led to increased specialization in natural life forms, with 
every species slightly different from the next. For example, let's look at two 
kinds of birds that make their living in very different ways: the bald eagle 
and the smaller, but flashier, northern cardinal. 

The bald eagle eats other animals, either by catching them or by feeding 
on a carcass. It possesses an extremely strong bill that is curved at the tip 
which helps to tear flesh into bite-sized morsels. Bald eagles are large 
birds. Their size enables them to attack and carry away food. Long, broad 
wings allow them to soar high in the air to scout large territories. Now for 
the cardinal. The cardinal feeds mostly on nuts and seeds. Take a look at 
its bill. How thick and stout it is-perfect for cracking open shells to get in to 
the nutritious seeds. Cardinals are birds of the forest and fields. Short 
wings enable them to move easily amongst crowds of trees. 

These differences enable each of these species to survive, and they show us 
the importance of the species component of biological diversity. But 
outward differences in species are just hints of an even greater variety 
inside. And it's what's inside that counts in the long run. 

Deep within the cells of living beings are the microscopic genes. It is 
these tiny genetic storehouses of information that make red birds with 
thick bills a different species from soaring birds with strong, curved bills . 
In the genes are the cumulative products of all the evolutionary adaptations 
of the ancestors of that life form to the variety of changes that have taken 
place over millions of years on Earth. And those genes are what guarantee 
life in the future, for they will enable species to react to changes yet to 
come. 

Genes are like the blueprints of life. Some plants and animals have up to 
400,000 different genes. All individuals of a species have the same number 
and types of genes that defIne them as mernbers of that species. But gene 
types also occur in tremendous variety within a species. If imagining 30 
million different species was hard, think about thousands of individuals of 
each of those 30 million species, each individual with thousands, maybe 
hundreds of thousands, of different genes. This staggering genetic 
diversity represents an irreplaceable biological wealth beyond our 
imagination. 

Let's leave the tiny insides of life and move into the larger picture of 
ecosystems. In ecosystem diversity we step from the world of only the 
living to include the non-living components of the Earth-air, water, 
weather, climate, sunlight, minerals, and temperature and moisture of 
soil. Ecosystems gain their identity from the unique combination of living 
and non-living. A natural ecosystem is a study of exquisite equilibrium at 
any moment in time, but also one that is dynamic, changing with time. 
Within an ecosystem lives a community of animals and plants, each with 
fascinating adaptations thousands, sometimes millions, of years in the 
making and each fitting into intricately balanced relationships with its 
fellow organisms. 
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coral reef community 
array of marine fish 
Acadia coast 
Shenandoah forest 
Olympic old-growth forest 
wetland 
prairie 
Saguaro cactus 

four-image slide: tropical, forest, 
prairie, desert, coast 

Series of 4 image slides 

- Marsh in upper left, rest blank 

- add water flowing 
into marsh in upper right 

- add heron in lower left 

-add heron eating fish in lower 
right 

- all same, black over lower 
right 

-all four images in slide 

people in suburban environment 
- T.V.'s in department shore 
- aisles in grocery store 
- clothing sotre 
- stockpiles of coal 
- cars on freeway 
- people listening to radios 
- medicines on pharmacy shelf 
- cats silting in window 

person eating cereal 

large cornfields 

drought-impacted cornfield 

Every region of our planet sports a different complex of ecosystems. Some 
examples include: tropical forests, least known and may hold more than 
fifty percent of all the Earth's species; coral reefs, some of the most 
productive areas on the planet; oceans, with creatures that dazzle the mind; 
coastal zones, where land and sea meet; temperate deciduous forests; 
old-growth forests; wetlands; prairies, flowing in broad sweeps of grasses 
and wildflowers; and deserts, whose plants and animals boast amazing 
adaptations for suxvival in spite of a scarcity of the planet's most precious 
commodity-water. 

The more diverse our earth's ecosystems, the more diverse are the animals 
and plants that populate the planet. Whereas genes are the blueprints of 
species, ecosystems are the architects, for it is here that events and 
conditions occur that eventually result in new species. 

But is it so essential that there be birds with different bills and wings, 
with different feeding strategies? What good is this diversity? Each 
species lives in a specific type of ecosystem. An ecosystem is the particular 
medley of the living and non-living things in an area. You could think of 
an ecosystem as a theatrical stage. The non-living components are the 
scenery and props, the living beings are the actors, and the essence of each 
actor's character is its genetic makeup. The interaction of actors with one 
another and the scenery compose the play. If one character drops out of a 
performance, the other actors' lines and the overall story of the play do not 
make sense, and may even totally break down. The same is true in a 
natural system. Each species is an actor who plays out a unique role in its 
ecosystem, the stage, with help from the non-living components, the props 
and scenery. Each functional role supports the other, and together they 
make up the entire complex system. Even if an animal or plant is rare, it 
carries out a vital function in its ecosystem. Remember the old theatre 
adage, "There's no such thing as a small part." Many scientists believe that 
ecosystems with more diversity of plants and animals are actually more 
stable, and more likely to withstand changes that may occur in the future. 

What does all this mean to you? What does it mean to human society? 
How do we fit into the explosive variety of life on earth? Certainly we are a 
part of the biological diversity of the planet. But we are not only a part of it, 
we are also the primary consumers of biological diversity. Modern society 
is built on the resources and knowledge gained from sharing the earth: 
products for human use; food to sustain us; fibers to clothe us; energy sources 
for manufacture, transportation, and living pleasure; irreplaceable 
medicines to heal and comfort us; even the pets that add such joy to our 
lives. 

What did you have for breakfast today? Chances are, you enjoyed a 
wholesome bowl of cereal made from one of a handful of grain crops 
cultivated in our modern world, such as, wheat, corn, rye, or oats. The 
natural ancestors of the grain you ate this morning once grew wild in the 
great grassland ecosystems of ancient earth. For thousands of years, people 
have been domesticating these few grains. The human cultures that first 
tamed the growth of corn have passed into history, but their food stuffs live 
on in our society. Now, the majority of the world's human population 
survives on these specialized grains and the few other cultivated foods 
passed on to us. But what would happen to our food supplies if 
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environmental changes or disease bring about conditions that our current 
crops cannot survive? Years of drought or global warming from the 
greenhouse effect, disease, or insects could mean serious disruptions in 
how we obtain OUf food. If, instead, we cultivate a diversity of natural crops 
in mixed fields, our nation IS farms will stand a better chance of producing 
the needed food, even in times of adverse conditions. 

But where will the diversity of crops come from? Growing uncultivated in 
the fragmented grasslands stretching across the earth are plants that may 
help us survive such changes in the future. They'll help because of the 
genetic diversity found in the natural crops. Are these plants even now 
being threatened by human-caused destruction? The generations that 
follow us may depend on the storehouse of wild food crops we leave to them. 
What will that storehouse contain? Will there be a reliable source of 

cereal grains 36,000 mornings-a mere 100 years-from now? 

Have you taken an aspirin lately? Perhaps you have had surgery with 
anesthesia, or taken anti-cancer drugs. Fifty percent of all the medicines 
taken in the United States, including aspirin, anesthesia, and many 
anti-cancer drugs, are made from substances originating in our natural 
world. Americans spend billions of dollars each year to purchase cures 
found in medicines whose active ingredients come from plants. Many of 
these medicines have been used by humans for thousands of years. Now 
these ancient remedies are accompanying us into the space age. Natural 
substances have been taken aboard the space shuttles for experimenting 
with how to make them even better suited to heal our ills. Yet, with so 
many areas of the earth unexplored for sources of medicinal drugs, and 
many of these areas fast disappearing, what are we losing? Substances to 
help us fight AIDS? New treatments for crippling diseases of the mind 
and body? 

And possibly most important, functioning ecosystems, the great 
associations of plants and animals that comprise the natural. diversity of 
the world, hold within them the precious secrets of survival on our Earth. 

From the combined workings of each species in the complex ecosystems 
come clean air, fertile soil, nutrient recycling, stable global weather 
patterns, and replenished water sources. These are services and benefits 
that we cannot duplicate. Without them, our quality of life cannot be 
sustained and options for future generations would be limited. 

For example, take a deep breath. As you inhale, your lungs fill with a 
mixture of mostly oxygen and nitrogen. The wild forests that garnish our 
continents in patches and girdle the tropical earth do more than 
shimmer green and silver in the wind. As a consequence of their own life 
processes, they cleanse the air, remove substances poisonous to animals, 
and shower the biosphere with life-giving oxygen. 

If we are surrounded with all these bountiful life forms, too numerous for 
us to even count, what is the problem? The peril is, in the last two hundred 
years, the living diversity of our planet has been dying away at a rate 
seldom experienced since life first began its tenuous existence four billion 
years ago. A quick trip back in time will give us an idea of why. 
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Many times over the past hundreds of millions of years, the living, 
breathing profusion of life has experienced great natural environmental 
changes and shifts that have resulted in occasional mass extinctions, or 
losses, of species. In the past, the changes that caused extinctions have 
usually taken millions of years to happen, though there have been events of 
catastrophic, sudden extinctions of animals. While some species slowly 
died out, others slowly took their functional roles in the ecosystem. As if 
an understudy moved in to take on the part of an ousted actor. Scientists 
think that an average of one or two species was lost each year through 
extinction in the long millions of years of history of our planet. 

But in the last two hundred years, the rate of extinction has increased 
sharply. By the year 2000, the extinction rate is expected to be about four 
hundred times the normal rate. That means we are losing species much 
faster than normal evolution can replace them. There just is not enough 
time for the understudies waiting in the wings to learn new parts. And, 
for the first time, it is not just animals that are undergoing mass 
extinctions. Plants are disappearing, also. And whole 
communities-ecosystems-are being irrevocably changed or lost. With 
the disappearance of all these unique life forms of animals and plants and 
ecosystems, goes the depletion of our precious treasury of biological 
diversity and all its benefits, without our ever even knowing some of these 
species and assemblages. 

What is it that cannot be reproduced once it steps into the oblivion of 
extinction? It is the unique identity of genes that dictates what makes a 
cardinal a cardinal and a bald eagle a bald eagle_ When the last 
combination of the particular genes that define a species vanishes, it will 
never exist again. There remain animals or plants that are similar, but 
not the same. It is like losing all of the masterworks of the gifted 
playwright and poet, William Shakespeare. The words of which they 
were crafted still exist, but the particular arrangement that had created 
such beauty and perfect form is lost forever. 

What has caused such a dramatic increase in diversity loss? For the 
answer we must take a hard look at ourselves. As the great philosopher of 
India, Mahatma Gandhi, said, "Earth provides enough to satisfy every 
manls need, but not for every manls greed." Our modern human societies 
have slipped away from living with the other creatures of the Earth, like 
an actor in a play who constantly is trying to upstage all the other players. 
Accelerated destruction of natural habitats to make room for houses, roads, 
and cities for human societies steadily increasing in numbers; conversion 
of natural, diverse ecosystems into vast agricultural fields; pollution of the 
planet's air, water and land; irresponsible logging, overgrazing, mining, 
and exploitation of wildlife and other natural resources have made life on 
Earth unliveable for many wild animals and plants. 

All of the life-sustaining current and future benefits of biological diversity 
eventually will be lost to humans and the Earth's other remaining 
residents if these trends continue. Many people feel that sharing the 
Earth with other life forms is a tremendous benefit by itself. These 
animals and plants are a part of the Earth community, just as we are, and 
have a right to exist, just as we do. We humans gain a richness of wonder 
and excitement from living among them. Can you imagine what kind of 
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Earth we would have without its incredible diversity of life? Over a 
hundred years ago Chief Seattle, from the Dwamish tribe of native 
Americans, spoke these words that seem [,t for today's world, "If all the 
beasts were gone, we would die from a great loneliness of spirit ... All 
things are connected. Whatever befalls the earth befalls the children of 
the earth." For all these benefits, do you think saving the natural diversity 
of our planet is worth it? 

Preserving land and wilderness areas and a variety of ecosystems within 
the many sites of the National Park System helps to save a small portion of 
the natural diversity of our country. Within the national parks are 
examples of our biological diversity heritage. Journeying through the 
parks, you can experience the spectrum of life across our country. 

Explore the cool, green forests of the east and midwest, with their noisy, 
chattering wildlife, at parks such as Isle Royale and Congaree Swamp. 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park sprawls across the Appalachian 
highlands and is perhaps the world's finest example of a temperate 
deciduous forest. Its diversity is best seen in the over 1400 different kinds of 
flowering plants that help to give the park its fabled beauty. On the other 
side of the continent, in the Pacific Northwest, visit Mt Rainier, Olympic, 
and Crater Lake National Parks, and step into stately old-growth forests, 
with patchy sunlight silvering the understory. Move southward and 
discover Redwood, Sequoia-Kings Canyon and Yosemite National Parks, 
which will captivate you with their ancient, massive trees. How can any 
living thing be so big? The endangered tropical forests of Hawaii 
Volcanoes and Haleakala National Parks are the last refuge for rare, 
startlingly beautiful bird life. 

Along the country's midsection, VISIt the Rocky Mountain wilderness at 
Glacier, Rocky Mountain, and Yellowstone National Parks. Yellowstone 
is the largest intact wild ecosystem remaining in the temperate zone of 
the Earth, and will thrill you with its variety. The forest fires of 1988 will 
increase the natural diversity of Yellowstone. The fires helped to open 
new areas for grazing and browsing wildlife, cleared the forest floor of 
dead-wood fuel that had piled up from years of fire suppression, hastened 
the recycling of essential nutrients through the system, and provided heat 
needed to open seed cones of certain conifer tree species. 

In the great land of Alaska, discover the enormous heaving of the Earth 
that gave rise to Mt. McKinley at Denali, the world of blue ice and gray 
seas at Glacier Bay, and sweeping expanses of mountainous, windswept 
tundra at Gates of the Arctic. In the Southwest are a variety of delightful 
deserts in Big Bend, Organ Pipe Cactus, and Joshua Tree. The deserts may 
surprise you with their enchanting nature. Add to this collection the 
coastal wetlands, marine areas, islands, prairies, rivers, caves, and lakes 
in the National Park System, and you have a representation of the 
differences of life that combine to make such beauty on the planet. 

National parks are preserved and protected from development, though 
pollution and other environmental threats from outside the parks can have 
an effect on the life within them. But the lands of the National Park 
System represent only a small fraction of our natural heritage. The Forest 
Service, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and many other state, private, 

5.14.6 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

wolf with wolf biologist 

Capitol building in Washington 

car pooling 

several products, e.g. fur coats, 
rare species as. pets, hamburgers, 
styrofoam products 

R night with stars 
- earth from space 
- mushroom 
- fish and underwater plants 
- damselfly on vegetation 
- salamander 
- human picnicing 
- sun sparkling on water in city 
park 

-misty shot of thick, green forest, 
perhaps from Olympic - aura of 
mystery 

-family enjoying picnic in a 
national park - wildlife in the 
shot 

close up of a toddler in a meadow 
reaching for flowers 

Series of sjx slides from the park 
site at which the program is 
being shown - 5 seconds each to 
illustrate its biological diversity 
(generic servicewide shots may 
be provided to some parks upon 
request) 

public, and international agencies also preserve examples of our natural 
diversity across our country and around the world. The National Park 
Service and other agencies are actively involved in intensive research on 
biological diversity and in attempts to restore damaged ecosystems and 
restore wild species to natural areas where they once thrived. 

What may you do to help protect the essential variety of your world? It will 
take a willingness to think along the lines of long-term benefits. In 
addition to encouraging the preservation of lands, you may support state 
and federal legislation for clean air and water, support sustainable use of 
natural resources, practice energy conservation, and learn which products 
you buy result in species exploitation and ecosystem destruction. You may 
also share with friends and family your understanding of the importance 
of biological diversity. 

It is wonderfully fanciful to turn our eyes into the black and silver night 
sky and wonder, "Can there be living things across the galaxy?" The only 
planet known to have life, Earth, is a vision of stunning beauty, though we 
often take for granted the life that abounds around us. A variety of glorious 
life, that, for all its differences, shares the identical, basic life-giving 
elements, the same genetic code systems, even the same percentage of salt 
water in OUf veins. Our world, Earth, is one of the rarest and most precious 
in the Universe, because it has life. 

The Earth has shaped us, sustained us, extracted from our evolutionary 
ancestors what we are today. And our entire existence is intricately 
dependent on the plants and animals that live here with us: thirty 
million plant and animal species and their genetic wonders sharing the 
resources of our planet and forming the delicate, ecosystem networks that 
keep life functioning. 

And what about the original question? Does it matter if the human species 
is alone on the earth or one of many? Can the planet's biological diversity 
be preserved? The answer is up to all of us. 

MUSIC FADE UP UNDER 
NARRATION 
MUSIC UP TO FULL VOLUME 

5.14.7 

- _.- .- --------------------------





• 

• 

• 

Biological Diversity 
Park Plan 

Planning Your Biological Diversity Program 

By Gary W. Mullins - The Ohio State University 

Introduction 

Biological Diversity, the interpretive initiative beginning in 1989, has perhaps as many 
meanings as there are National Parks Service areas. A broad national program has been 
established by the Biological Diversity Interpretative Initiative Task Group. Different 
regions are actively pursing their individual programs. Overall though it is what will occur 
on-site at individual parks that will determine the effectiveness of the National Park Service 
in contributing to the maintenance of biological diversity through educational, interpretive 
and public awareness programming. 

Each park is unique and the Service's resources are diverse; therein lies the value of the 
National Park System. Each park, using its own themes, goals and objectives as a guide, can 
address the biological diversity interpretive initiative in a manner deemed most appropriate 
by that park's staff. No one prescription can be offered to set forth the program each park 
should follow. 

On the other hand, there are commonalities that each park should draw upon. Perhaps 
foremost is a training plan that ensures all communicators have a sound grasp of the topic, 
understand the problems associated with misinformation or incomplete information and have 
an action plan that encourages the protection and maintenance of biological diversity without 
sounding as an alarmist. Next is the communication plan. The plan begins with a clear 
understanding of the park's themes, goals, and objectives. Specific biological diversity 
interpretive objectives are then constructed as subsets of overall programming objectives. 
These objectives serve to both direct the programming and provide a basis for evaluation of the 
programs. 

Objectives are then translated into messages, which are matched with the various media that 
are in turn matched to target audiences. This matching forms an action plan. In the action 
plan are listings of allocation of personnel, resources, money and time. Last 
but not least is an eval ation strategy for the programs u 
themselves. I, , 
The inclusion of biological diversity interpretive programming 
should complement, not compete with, existing programming. 

THEMES Given that the maintenance of biological diversity is one of the 
management strategies for maintaining healthy 
ecosystems, all National Park Service areas can '" 
and should become involved. " 
Excerpts from two park plans are provided as 

, 
examples of individual park efforts. One is from GOALS OBJECTIVES 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area and the 
other from Shenandoah National Park. Following 
the parks' action plans is a summary of the Pacific "- " 6.1.1 



Northwest Region's proposed action plan for interpreting biological diversity. 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area Biological Diversity Program 

The Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA) plan is an action oriented plan. The 
following materials were excepted from that plan: 

Objectives: 

• Increase the public knowledge about biolOgical diversity as a whole, and of the biological 
diversity of GGNRA in specific. 

• Communicate the National Park Service history and role in preserving biological 
diversity issues. 

• Gain public support for natural resource projects. 

Communications Points and Objectives: 

1. To inform the public that there are native ecosystems 
When Portola and other early explorers arrived in 1742 they saw an assemblage of plants and 
animals that are considered native to this area. Many explorers were botanists and biologists 
who documented these organisms in the mid-1700s. 

2. To explain wbat biological diyersjty is 
When you sit by a stream with lush of vegetation and insects purring and birds singing you 
are in a biologically diverse community. It consists of the number of different native species 
in a habitat or the variety of different habitats in an area. 

3. To teach the value native biological diversity 
It took thousands of years of evolution to create a balance between the native plants and the 
wildlife that depend on them. Biological diversity currently contributes many direct and 
indirect benefits to humanity including material resources, ecological services, scientific 
values and intrinsic values. 

4. To communicate that biological diversity losses are occurring 
Urbanization, hunting, fire suppression, introduction of plants and animals from other areas, 
grazing, and over use by visitors have drastically changed the natural biological diversity. 

5. To alert the public to the ramifications of this ch ane:e 
Landscapes, plants and animal species are becoming extinct at an alarming rate throughout 
the world. 

6. To give examples of these problems 
• The grizzly bear on our state flag is extinct in the state; it once roamed the Bay area. 
• Extinct species once found in the GGNRA include: San Francisco popcorn flower, Xerxes 
blue butterfly, laurel hill manzanita. 

• Pampas grass is, at this moment, invading habitat for two butterflies found only several 
places in the world. 

• Muir Woods is now threatened with an extreme fire hazard due to a 100-year build up of 
fuels surrounding the woods. 
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• Due to our urbanization, os serpentine slopes, the Raven's manzanita is reduced to only 
one plant left in the world. 

• The California coastal prairie is reduced to small patches due to grazing impacts and the 
introduction of exotic grasses. 

7. To state that a DablTal balance can be restored 
Successful restoration projects have occurred in GGNRA and throughout the Bay area. In 
GGNRA, Peregrine falcons are released, a Raven's manzanita propagation program has a 
successful beginning and habitat is being increased for two endangered butterflies. 

8. To communicate NPS history and role in preserving diversity 
National Park Service policy clearly states our mission as one of preservation. Exceptions 
must be legislated by Congress. 

9. What we need from the public 
• Support the park in programs of exotic plant removal, prescribed fire, restoration of native 
plant and animal communities. 

• Tell a friend about the importance of biological diversity. 
• Volunteer to help in the "Habitat Renewal" program. 

10. What we need to do 
• Build a campaign around national action plan for biological diversity. 
• Write articles for local magazines. 
• Provide training for all park interpreters and all park partner interpreters. 
• Incorporate the biological diversity program into all interpretive activities. 
• Create a traveling exhibit to promote natural diversity. 
• Create a site bulletin for the whole park. 
• Create a slide program and have an active outreach program. Our interpretive rangers 
will deliver at least two programs to the community during the year using the prepared 
slide and video programs. 

• Complete a poster promoting habitat conservation. 
• Produce a public service announcement for local use. 
• Develop a volunteer group with "Habitat Renewal" as a focus. 
• Hold a press conference to announce the biosphere reserve designation and the effort 
promoting biological diversity. 

Timeline for the 1989 Biological Diversity Program 

August 15 1988 

September 1988 

October 1988 

November, 1988 

Decided on additional Park's Association interpretive 
efforts. 
Choose designer for habitat poster. Approach Headlands 
Institute about hosting a public seminar on Bio-diversity. 
Send memo regarding the program and the 
responsibilities for "Fact Sheet" development. Begin 
detail for the program.Begin planning training program. 
Purchase Smithsonian poster display or research other 

6.1.8 



December, 1988 
February, 1989 

February, 1989 

March,1989 

April,1989 

Action Plan 

exhibit. Begin "Habitat Renewal" Volunteer program. 
Solicit articles for January. Make decision on Biological 
Diversity poster. 
Contact Ames Research. 
Staff Training. 
Biosphere Reserve designation celebration and kick off 
press conference. Integrate biological diversity into 
interpretive programs. Begin facts sheets. 
Site Bulletin completed and distributed. 
Distribute national brochure. 
Slide program completed. 
Distribute national interpreters manual. 
Begin outreach program. 
Begin special emphasis activities. 
Public Service Announcement released. 
National slide repository available. 

Biological Diversity Campaign: All the program ideas fit into the context of the national em­
phasis on biological diversity. Many of the following ideas are recommended in the initiative 
plan entitle "Interpreting Biological Diversity In The National Parks" (1988). Additional 
items are marked with an "*." These are parts of the program that are specific to GGNRA. 

I. National Park Service Staff Training 
* A. The Branch of Interpretation together with the Natural Resources staff and the Marine 

. Sanctuary will develop a one day staff training to be given twice so that all staff members who 
want to participate will be able to attend. 

* • Experts in the Bay Area that are not directly associated with the park will be requested to 
speak. This will give the program the spark needed to attract all staff members. 
* • All park partners will be requested to attend the training. It is imperative that we 
incorporate them into the program even if a special training session is required. 
* • The program will begin in early February 1989. February will be the kick off for the 
program in this park. It permits us the time necessary to develop teaching materials and 
plan programs. 

* • The program taught includes the goal of having every interpretive program that occurs 
in this park to include the message of biologic diversity. 

* B. "Fact Sheets" will go to all park staff each month. Each month a different aspect of the 
natural diversity of the park will be emphasized. A tentative list of ideas follow: 

• Greenhouse and plant restoration 
• Pig: an alien species problem 
• Predators in the park 
• Alien plants 
• Raptors 
• Streams and water 
• Rare and endangered plants 
• Erosion effects on biolOgical diversity 
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• Butterflies 
• Fire and Biological Diversity 
• Birds other than raptors 
• Reptiles 
• Marine mammals 

II Interpretiye Materia] S In peyelopment 
A. An NPS Communicator's Handbook for Biological Diver sity is being developed for the na­
tional program. It will be distributed throughout the park and used in program development. 
B. A foldout brochure is being prepared for national distribution. More brochures should be or­
dered by the park if at all available. 
C. A slide repository will be available. 
D. Purchase and distribute a set of the Smithsonian Institution "Diversity Endangered" poster 
exhibit is proposed. 
*E. A poster will be created to promote natural diversity through native habitats with an em­
phasis on plants. 
*F. Traveling exhibit researched and developed. 

III Interpretiye Materials For Deyelopment 
* A. A detail will be created for FY89 for an interpretive specialist to assist with the program. 
Duties will include: 

*1. The development of a site bulletin to be created for use by the park. The subject, of 
course, will be the biological diversity of GGNRA . 

*2. Creation of a synchronized slide program which will be applicable to the whole park. 
This program will be duplicated for each district and an outreach program will be initiat­
ed. 

*3. Coordination of other aspects noted in this program. 
*4. Interpretation of natural diversity and outreach. 
*5. Research and develop traveling exhibit. 

*B. Production a public service announcement for local use. 
C. Develop any additional interpretive materials for GGNPA. 

IV Park Interpretiye Actiyities 
A. Interpreters will integrate activities into their standard operations that interpret natural 
diversity. Guided walks and talks will include the topic. 
B. The possibility of a seminar will be discussed with the Headlands Institute. 
C. Any environmental education curricula and activities develo ped by the national 
committee will be given to our environmental education permittees. 
D. Our Volunteer in Parks program will be included in the interpretive effort (staff 
coordinating volunteers). A new group of volunteers will form in order to begin "Habitat 
Renewal". 
E. Community outreach program will be planned by the park staff. Each staff member with 
interpretive responsibilities will present two outreach programs to the community . 
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V External Educational Activities 
A. Newspapers, magazines, radio and television writers and producers wi!! beassisted in pro­
ducing articles and presenta tions on biological diversity issues in the park. The idea of a 
press conference will be explored. 
B. Contact Ames Research Center, Moffett Field, to inquire if they would participate in the ef­
fort. 
C. Special emphasis activities in local schools and community groups will be explored. These 
could include essay contests on biological diversity issues or artwork to be displayed in the 
visitor centers. 
E. Biosphere designation celebration with kick off press conference for the first year of the 
"Interpreting Biological Diversity" focus. 
(Developed by the staff of Golden Gate National Recreation Area.) 

Shenandoah National Park Biological Diversity Plan 

This proposed plan was excerpted from Napier Shelton's proposed plan for Shenandoah Na­
tional Park. 

This sourcebook defines biological diversity, provides background on the biological diversity 
initiative, discusses messages to convey to the public and presents a number of ideas for inter­
preting biological diversity. This plan also lists information sources and slides available in 
NPS. Because loss of biological diversity is a major concern that will be with us indefinitely, 
it is recommended that the park equip itself with slides and 'other materials necessary to inter­
pret this subject indefinitely. 

Definition of Biological Diversity: 

Biological diversity refers to the variety among and within living organisms and the 
ecological systems in which they occur. It encompasses biomes, ecosystems, communities, 
species, populations, genetics, and supportive life processes. 

Background of the Biological Diversity Initiative: 

Because of the concern about the loss of global and North American biological diversity, 
National Park Service (NPS) Director Mott instructed the Service to initiate an intensive 
research and public awareness campaign regarding this issue. 

Steps Taken To Date Include: 

• Convening of an Interpretive Task Group on Biological Diversity in September 1986 to 
review the NPS role in protecting biological diversity. 
• A symposium on this subject in May 1988 out of which an NPS plan, including research 
and other activities, wi!! be developed. 

• Development of an NPS interpretive initiative plan in April 1988. 
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Messages To Get Across To The Public: 

• What is biological diversity? 
• Why visitors should be concerned about biological diversity. 
• Importance and value of biological diversity; the great losses now occurring. 
• The role of national parks in general, and Shenandoah NP in particular, in conserving 

biological diversity. 

Interpreting The Subject: 

Three special characteristics of this subject that affect its interpretation come to mind. One is 
its relative abstractness. You cannot see biological diversity; you can only see plants and 
animals. Therefore it might be a good idea to start with individual plants and animals and 
relate them to biological diversity issues; e.g., through endangered, rare, or economically 
valuable species in the park. 

Another characteristic is the global nature of this issue. We are not losing mucb if anything 
in Shenandoah National Park, and the loss of biological diversity nationwide is small 
compared with losses in the tropics. Furthermore, there are certain links of Shenandoah, such 
as migrant hirds, with what is happening elsewhere in the world. Therefore the global aspects 
of biological diversity issues should be brought in whenever they can be related to the park. 

A third aspect of the subject is that diversity is the ultimate resource we are concerned about: 
the earth's total gene pool. If genes are lost, presumably the genetic engineers cannot recreate 
them. I have barely mentioned genetic diversity in the talks and walks I have suggested, 
probably because you can see plants and animals and natural communities, but you can't see 
genes (in the field). Thought should be given, however, to ways of talking about genetic 
diversity to the visiting public. 

Various ideas for interpreting biological diversity in Shenandoah follow, along with 
suggested slides for evening programs and information sources available in the park. (Lack 
of time prevented me from addressing exhibits, site bulletins, and other media.) These ideas 
are meant only to stimulate thought. Every interpreter will of course have hislher own ideas 
about these things and ways of expressing them. 

Materials Developed: 

As part of the Shenandoah National Park Biological Diversity Plan the following items were 
developed: 

• "Shenandoah-A Reservoir of Life" (a slide program message) 
• "Gypsy Moth & Chestnuts" (a slide program message) 
• "What is a Tree Worth?" (a slide program message) 
• "Guarding the Lite of Shenandoah" (a slide program message) 
• "Protecting Endangered Species" (a slide program message) 
• "Shenandoah's Tropical Connection" (a slide program message) 
• "National Park-Preserving the World's Biological Diversity" (a slide program) 
• The plan offers interpreters seven other program ideas with a brief explanation. 
• "Values of Plants" (a guided walk) 
• "Gypsy Moths & Chestnuts" (a guided walk) 
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• "What is a Tree Worth?" (a guided walk) 
• A list of 22 various topics & their relationship to biological diversity is outlined in 
the plan. 

• A check list of Shenandoah summer birds, & their wintering grounds. (Devel­
oped by Napier Shelton August 1988) 

Pacific Northwest Regional Pian 

The Pacific Northwest Regional Office (PNRO) has prepared a Draft Action Plan 
(Scott Shane, Jan. 1989), which outlines that region's biological diversity initiative. 
Shane, as regional initiative coordinator, participating in the Mather Training Center 
course, "Critical Resource Issues for Interpreters" (Jan. 9-13, 1989), and as part of that 
course outlined a series of proposed activities to ensure that the initiative is coordinated 
between the regional office and regional parks. Included in the plan are descriptions 
of: 

• objectives 
• key people involved 
• distribution of interpretive materials 
• methods of region-wide implementation -(workshops, regional task group, 
discussion groups, field seminars, prototype programs, review/audit time 
schedules, distribution of materials, newsletter, media presentation, coordination 
with state curriculum people and volunteer program) 

This plan establishes a realistic agenda for action. 

Conclusions 

The two sets of park plans and the regional summary shared here are only examples. 
Many other parks and regions are actively planning for the implementation of the bio­
logical diversity initiative. Each unit should choose its own course of action, taking 
into consideration the service-wide goals of the NPS initiative and world-wide prob­
lems associated with protecting biological diversity. 

Preparation of fact sheets and development of program sheets for your individual park 
are easy steps in getting involved. Clipping articles from newspapers and magazines 
relating to park specific issues is another method. By binding these into the handbook, 
future park staff as well as the current staff will have a ready reference on biological 
diversity as it relates to your park. 

These plans summarized herein and the suggestions made are not cast in concrete but 
are targets to work towards. If the loss of biological diversity can be accepted as a real 
critical resource issue, and if plans are followed by commitment, our biological diver­
sity efforts may yield results. The challenge is before us. 

6.1.8 

• 

• 

• 





• 

• 

• 

Biological Diversity References 

Bibliography 

I. Books, Journal and Magazine Articles 

Attenborough, D., 1984. The Living Planet: A Portrait of the Earth. Boston: Little, 
Brown Publishers 
The book explores the interrelationships of species and the methods of adaptation 
that help them survive. A variety of unique plants and animals are used as 
examples. 

Caufield, C., 1985. In the Rainforest. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 
The author examines the destruction and rapid extinction of the topical rainforest 
due to the "carelessness" of government and business. Examples of forest 
devastation are drawn from various Mrican countries, Sumatra, Costa Rica, and 
Brazil. 

Center for Environmental Education 1982 Directory of Marine Education Resources. 
A guide to organizations that provide information on marine education. Center for 
Environmental Education, 624 9th St., Washington D.C. 20001 

Corson, W. H., ed., 1985. Citizen's Guide to Global Issues. Global Tomorrow Coalition 
This essay discusses the evidence of the seriousness of the world's population, 
resource, and environmental problems: poverty, hunger, deforestation, and species 
loss, soil erosion, desertification, and air and water pollution. It outlines potential 
solutions to the problem of the loss of natural variety. Corson presents basic facts 
on biological diversity and suggests ways to become involved in conservation and 
environmental education. 

Durrell, L., 1986. State of the Ark. New York: Doubleday. 
This assessment of the current condition of the earth employs brief case studies 
and illustrations to explore the interrelationships of species and their 
environments and the impact of industrialization on the natural world. 

Ehrlich, P.R., 1986. The Machinery of Nature. Simon and Schuster. 
This book gives an overview of the science of ecology. It focuses on the earth's living 
systems, how these systems came into being, and how they work together as a 
functioning unit. 

Ehrlich, P.R. and A.H. Ehrlich, 1981. Extinction: The Causes and Cosnequences of 
the Disappearance of Species. New York: Random House. 
This book focuses on the impact of extinction on natural systems and demonstates 
that this process now exceeds nature's ability to regenerate. The authors present a 
strong case for preserving all species and argue that the destruction of just one 
could ultimately jeopardize our survival. 

7.1.1 



Elkholm, E., 1978. Disappearing Species: The Social Costs. Worldwatch Paper No.22. 
Washington, D.C.: The Worldwatch Institute 
This paper is an early look at the intertwining of social and economic conditions in 
developing countries as a cause of the degradation of biological systems. The 
author investigates how biological deterioration constrains opportunities for 
sustainable development. 

Freeman, J., 1986. "The Parks as Genetic Islands," Parks. Jan./Feb. 1986:12-17 

Forsyth, A., and K. Miyata, 1984. Tropical Nature: Life and Death in the Rain Forests 
of Central and South America. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 
The authors introduce readers to the diverse plant and animal life of tropical 
rainforests. The book includes practical advice and basic information for those who 
intend to visit the tropics. 

Harris, J.P., 1984. The Fragmented Forest: Island Biogeography Theory and the 
Preservation of Biotic Diversity. University of Chicago Press. 
This text provides an in-depth study of forestation and other interrelated topics. 
Sections include: The National Forest Community, Forest Trends and Patterns, 
Animal Communities and Characterastics, and Evaluation of Alternative 
Approaches. 

• 

International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resource World • 
Conservation Strategy 1980 
This identifies priority global issues, and gives guidelines for conservation and 
sustainable development. 
International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resource, 1196 Gland, . 
Switzerland. 

Kaufman, L. and K. Mallory, eds., 1986. The Last Extinction. MIT Press. 
This collection of articles presents evidence for the variation and interdependency 
of all species. Examples are drawn from numerous environments around the 
world. According to the authors, diversity is vanishing at an unprecedented rate. 
They suggest ways in which natural variety may be preserved. 

Koopowitz, H. and H. Kaye, 1983. Plant Extinction: A Global Crisis. Washington, 
D.C.: Stone Wall Press. 
This book describes the importance of the world's plant populations, and the 
enormous responsibility that humanity faces in preventing extinction. 

Mohlenbrock, Robert H., 1983. Where Have all the Wildflowers Gone? Macmillan. 
This book provides a region-by-region guide to threatened or endangered species of 
U.S. wildflowers. 

7.1.2 



• 

• 

• 

Myers, N., ed., 1984. GAIA: An Atlas of Planet Management. New York: Anchor 
Books. 
This is a richly illustrated collection of information, data, and discussions about 
the life history of the earth's natural resources. The current course of people's 
depletion of these resources is discussed and solutions are offered to curb this 
destruction. The book is organized into seven sections: land, ocean, elements, 
evolution, humankind, civilization, and management. 

Myers, N., 1983. A Wealth of Wild Species: Storehouse for Human Welfare. Boulder, 
Colorado: Westview Press. 
This book documents the many contributions that wildlife makes to human 
welfare. Myers explains that the survival of millions of species is intimately woven 
with our existence. 

Myers, N., 1984. The Primary Source: Tropical Rainforests and Our Future. New 
York: W.W. Norton Company. 
The author shows that the incredibly diverse wildlife of tropical forests is an 
essential part of human existence. Many consumer goods such as vital 
prescription drugs are derived from tropical plants. The book examines the urgent 
problem of tropical deforestation and offers possible solutions for forest 
preservation . 

Nilsson, G., 1986. Endangered Species Handbook. Animal Welfare Institution, P.O. 
Box 2650, Washington, DC 20007. 
This book provides a historical perpective of the direct consequences of our world's 
vanishing wildlife species. It includes legislation, programs, and projects which 
are aimed at preventing extinction. 

Norton, B.G. 1986. The Preservation of Species. Princeton University Press. 
This book is a collection of general and informative essays written by an 
interdisciplinary group of biological scientists, social scientists, attorneys, resource 
managers, and philosphers. The essays examine and evaluate the various reasons 
that have been or could be given for preserving nonhuman species from extinction. 

Office of Technology Assessment, 1987. Strategies for Maintaining Biological 
Diversity. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office. 
This publication stresses the importance of biological diversity, and the use of 
technology in maintaining; biological diversity onsite, animal diversity offsite, 
plant diversity ofi'site, and microbial diversity. 

Oldfield, ML., 1984. The Value of Conserving Genetic Resources. Washington, D.C., 
National Park Service. 
This technical manual emphasizes the importance of conserving genetic 
resources, and includes chapters on; plant and animal resources and food 
production, medicinal plants and animal resources, tree resources , wild biota, 
and economics and extinction . 

7.1.3 



Peters, R.L., and J.D.S. Darling, 1985. "The Greenhouse Effect and Nature 
Preserves," BioScience. Vol. 35(11), pp. 707-717. 

Pielow, C., 1975, Ecological Diversity. New York: Wiley-Interscience Press. 
This textbook examines the diversity of natural ecological communities and their 
importance to human existance. Topics include: Indices of Diversity and 
Evenness, Species-Abundence Distribution, Diversity and Spatial Patterns, and 
Determinants of Diversity. 

Pimm, S.L., 1984. "The Complexity and Stability of Ecosystems," Nature, Vol. 307, pp. 
321-326. 
This academic article provides explanations and definitions for the many and 
varied uses of the terms 'complexity' and 'stability' of ecosystems. 

Prance, G.T., and T.S. Elias, 1977. Extinction is Foreyer. New York: The New York 
Botanical Garden Press. 
This book covers the threatened and endangered plant species of the Americas, and 
the vital roles they play within their ecosystems. 

Prescott-Allen, C., and R. Prescott·Allen, 1986. The First Resonrce. New Haven, 
Conneticut: Yale University Press. 
This text provides a comprehensive review of the importance and diversity of 
wildlife. Topics include: Medicine, Food and Industrial Products, Genetic 
Resources, and Pollination and Pest Control. 

Raup, D.M., 1986. "Biological Extinction in Earth History," Science, vol. 231, pp. 
1528-1533. 
This academic article discusses biological extinction in earth history. Headings 
include: Variation in Extinction Intensity, Episodic Versus Continuous Extinction, 
Selectivity of Extinction, Dating Extinction Events, Evolutionary Significance, and 
Causes of Extinction. 

Shmida, A., M.V., Wilson, 1983. "Biological Determinants of Species Diversity," 
Journal of Biogeography. vo1.12, pp. 1-20. 
This academic article provides an in-depth review of biological determinants of 
species diversity. Discussions include the four categories of biological mechanisms 
of determinants that cause and maintain species diversity. They include: niche 
relations, habitat diversity, mass effects, and ecological equivalency. 

Schonewald-Cox, C.M., S.M. Chambers, B. MacBryde, and W.L. Thomas, 1983. 
Genetics and Conservation. Benjamin-Cummings Publishing. 
This textbook provides an in-depth view of the interrlated topics of genetics and 
conservation. Topics include; isolation, extinction, founding and bottlenecks, 
hybridization and merging populations, and natural diversity and taxonomy. 

7.1.4 

• 

• 



• 

• 

I 

I. 

Simberloff, D.S., and L.G. Abele, 1982. "Refuge Design and Island Biographic Theory: 
Effects of Fragmentation," American Naturalist, voI. 120, pp. 41-50. 
This academic article discusses the pros and cons of large and small scale refuge 
design, and various interpretations of the effects of species dispersal. 

Soule, M., and Wilcox, ed. 1980. Conservation Ecology: An Evolutionary-Ecological 
Perspective. Sunderland, Massachusetts: Sinauer Association. 

Southwick, C.H., ed., 1985. Global Ecology. Boulder: University of Colorado Press 
This textbook examines the various principles and trends involved in global 
ecology. Topics include: World Environmental Trends, Chemistry and the 
Biosphere, Pollution, Ground Water Contamination, Tropical Forests, Soil Erosion, 
and Climate. 

Stanley, S.M., 1987. Extinction. New York: Scientific American Books. 
This book traces the history, causation, and various theories concerning the 
extinctions of land and water organisms. The book begins with the Precambrian 
period and extends into modern day. 

Stuart, Gene S., 1980. Wildlife Alert! The Struggle to Survive. National Geographic 
Society. 
This volume provides an insightful view of the world's endangered species. Topics 
cover the various causes and effects of endangerment and provide workable 
suggestions for prevention. 

Terborgh, J.W., 1976. "Island Biogeography and Conservation: Strategy and 
Limitations," Science, vol. 1983. pp. 29-30. 

Tongren, Sally, 1985. To Keep Them Alive: Wild Animal Breeding. New York: 
Dembner Books 
A look at the destruction of natural habitats and what zoos and parks are doing to 
curb the loss of animal species. Tongren focuses on captive populations and 
outlines the problems of current research and technology geared to help animals 
produce healthy offspring in captivity. 

United States Code, 1984. "Conservation: Section 1531 et seq. Endangered Species Act 
of 1973" United States Code. 1984 Lawyers Edition, Lawyers Co-operative, 
Rochester, New York. 

Valentine, J.W., E.M. Moore, 1970. "Plate Tectonic Regulation of Faunal Diversity 
and Sea Level: A Model," Nature. vol 228, pp. 657-659. 
This academic article provides a model and explanation of how the diversity of 
marine fauna and fluctuations in sea level can be related to patterns of continental 
fragmentation and reassembly. 

7.1.5 



Wilson, E.O., 1984. "The Biological Diversity Crisis: A Challenge to Science," Issues 
Science and Technology. vol. 2(1), pp. 20-29. 

Wilson, E.O., ed., 1988. Biodiversity. Washington, D.C.: National Academy Press. 
This book provides a well-balanced overview of ten urgent issues surrounding 
biological diversity. The book draws together papers that explore the problems from 
many prespectives, among them the current rate of species extinction, the value of 
biological diversity and how it is perceived by different cultures, and how biological 
diversity can be preserved or restored. 

Wilson, E.O. 1984. Biophilia. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press 
"Biophilia" is the author's term for human beings natural affinity for living things. 
Using his appreciation of nature's diversity, Wilson hopes to inspire an 
understanding and longing for nature that he believes is inherent in us all. 

Wolf, E.C., 1987. "Arresting Extinction: Responses to the Biological Diversity Crisis," 
Worldwatch Paper. Washington, D.C.: Worldwatch Institute. 
This paper focuses on promising research projects that respond to the current 
crisis in maintaining biological diversity. Wolf discusses the implications of the 
emerging field of restoration ecology and how human effort can set natural 
replenishment in motion. Examples include projects in Costa Rican national 

• 

parks and an experimental attempt to restore the original ecology of the area of • 
Columbus' landfall 500 years ago. 

Woodwell, G.M., H.H. Smith, eds., 1969. Diversity and Stability in Ecological Systems. 
Brookhaven National Laboratory. Brookhaven Symp. BioI. 22. 

World Resources Institute and The International Institute for Environment and 
Development, 1986. World Resources. Basic Books, Inc. 
This book is a comprehensive reference of objective information and data on the 
state of the environment and the earth's natural resources. Numerous figures and 
tables are included. 

7.1.6 • 



• 

• 

• 

IL Curriculum Materials 

Biological Sciences Curriculum Study (BSCS) 
BSCS is an educational research and development institution whose goal is the 
advancement of science literacy and education in the life sciences. The 
organization develops a variety of materials for teachers and students of all grade 
levels including textbooks, laboratory manuals, subject modules, and films. The 
following selected list represents available teachers' guides and activities: 

Biological Science: An Ecological Approach 
This updated edition uses articles by prominent naturalists and scientists to 
examine the impact of human life on ecosystems. For high school and adult 
students. 

Camouflaged Critters 
This exercise is designed for grades K-3. Camouflage is important for the survival 
of animals in their natural habitat. In this exercise, students define and create 
camouflage and develop an understanding of animals' interaction with their 
environment and the need to protect nature. 

BSCS is developing a new high school module with activities and case studies on 
genetic technology that may be an appropriate reference for teachers interested in 
biological and genetic diversity. 

For more information, contact Biological Sciences Curriculum Study (BSCS), The 
Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903, telephone (303) 473-2233 

Biologues 
Biologues is a series of fact sheets on endangered species from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. They are free to teachers and club leaders. 

For more information, write U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Publications 
Dept., 18th & C Streets, NW, Washington, DC 20240. 

Carolina Biological Supply Company 
Environmental preservation and ecological concepts can be taught with kits. The 
kits from Carolina Biological Supply Company deal with air and water pollution 
and acid rain and include materials and teachers' manuals. For high school 
students. 

Carolina Biological Supply Co. has a board game called Endangered Species 
(Advanced), as well as endangered species rummy cards. 

For more information, write Carolina Biological Supply Co., 2700 York Rd., 
Burlington, NC 27215 . 
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Center for Environmental Education 
"A Nation of Oceans." (1980) Describes marine ecosystems and conservation 
efforts for secondary grades. 
"Sea Turtles & Shrimp Trawlers." (1986) Background facts about the effect of 
fishing on sea turtles. 
"The Ocean-Consider the Connection." (1985) Activities for elementary school-age 
students include word games, art projects, experiments, and information. 

Center for Environmental Education, 624 9th St., Washington D.C. 20001. 

Conservation Learning Activities in Science and Social Studies (The CLASS Project) 
This series of environmental education investigations is designed for grades 6-9. 
The exercises help students develop the knowledge and basic skills needed to carry 
out a community environmental preservation project. The goals of the activities 
are to protect and enhance the natural environment. Background information for 
teachers, a list of community action projects, and instructions for getting started 
are provided. 

For more information, contact Jack Greene, Director, Education Programs, Laural 
Ridge Education Center, 8925 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, Virginia 22180. 

Defenders of Wildlife 
Defenders of Wildlife has sets of 10 endangered species fact sheets and posters of 
endangered animals. Each poster features a different animal on each side. 

For more information, write Defenders of Wildlife, 124419th St., NW, Washington, 
DC 20036. 

Delta Education, Inc. 
This set of 100 activities for grades 3-9, the Outdoor Biology Instructional Strategy 
(OBIS) offers a wide variety of hands-on experiences in outdoor biology. The 
exercises are designed for an urban environment and reveal that nature can be 
discovered in a black-topped schoolyard or in weedy vacant lots. The OBIS program 
is intended for groups and leaders without extensive training in biology and has 
been appreciated by scout troops and biology classes alike. Activities are available 
in modules according to age level and group size and are packaged in easy-to-carry 
folders. An OBIS sampler module is available as is a catalog of other Delta 
publications. 

For more information, contact Delta Education, Inc., Box M, Nashua, NH 03061 

Dial Books for Young Readers 
The Living World of Jungles. (1984) A picture book for elementary students about 
the tropical forests. 
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For more information, contact Dial Books for Young Readers, 2 Park Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10016. 

Endangered Species 
Endangered Species (Advanced) is an issue pac containing a poster, background 
information, lesson plans, and activity pages. 

For more information, write National Institute for Urban Wildlife, 10921 Trotting 
Ridge Way, Columbia, MD 21044. 

Endangered Species 
(Vol. 10, No.1) is a back issue of Environmental Education Report containing 
background information and activity ideas for various ages. 

For a price list of this and other materials, write American Society for 
Environmental Education, P.O. Box 800, Hanover, NH 03755-0800. 

Estuarv: What a Crazy Place 
This is a booklet by the National Wildlife Federation. 

For more information, write National Wildlife Federation, 1412 Sixteenth St., NW, 
Washington, DC 20036-2266 . 

GEM 
Our Endangered Atmosphere. (1987) A book for secondary students presenting 
views on warming and ozone depletion. 

For more information, contact GEM, 411 Mallalieu Drive, Hudson, WI 54016. 

Global Tomorrow Coalition (GTC) 
GTC is a national alliance of organizations and individuals that is committed to 
improving public understanding of worldwide trends in population, resources, 
environment, and development to ensure a more sustainable future. GTC has 
compiled education packets that include an essay "Citizens Guide to Global 
Issues", activities, and a thorough glossary for students K-12. Packets are 
available on biological diversity, tropical rainforests, populations, marine and 
coastal resources, and a unit entitled "Consider the Connections" that illustrates 
the interrelationships among populations and environment and resource issues. 

For more information, contact Global Tomorrow Coalition, 1325 G Street N.W., 
Suite 1003, Washington, D.C. 20005. 

International Institute for Environment & Development 
"Antarctica: A Continent in Transition". Resources about international interest 
in areas concerning legal, environmental, and economic issues. (1984) 
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International Institute for Environment & Development, 1319 F Street, N.W. Suite 
800, Washington D.C. 20004. 

Investigating the Human Environment: Land Use 
This unit for high school, college, aDd adult students provides sources of 
information about land use. Decisions about land development and management, 
the authors argue, will be made more effectively if those involved have accurate 
information about proposed solutions. Understanding the impact of projects on the 
natural environment is also stressed. The unit discusses the variety of natural and 
constructed geographies of the United States. A Teacher's Guide is also available. 

Izaak Walton League of America 
Wetlands Adoption Kit contains background information and tips on how to help 
preserve wetlands. 

For more information, write Izaak Walton League of America, Suite 1100, 1701 N. 
Fort Myer Dr., Arlington, VA 22209. 

National Geographic Society 
Mammals and How They Grow (Preschool and Primary) and Learning About 
Animals: Mammals (Intermediate and Advanced) are Wonders of Learning Kits . 
Each kit contains a cassette and react-along booklets of 25, ready-to-copy activity 
sheets, and teacher's guide. \ 

For catalog write National Geographic Society, Educationl Services Dept. 85, 
Washington, DC 20036. 

Massachusetts Audubon Society 
A publication with reprints from The Curious Naturalist as well as other 
educational publications. Mammal-related publications include An Introduction 
to Massachusetts Mammals, The Art of Mammal Watching, and Skullduggery. 
Curious Naturalist reprints include "Reproduction in Mammals." These 
publications are available at very low cost. 

To receive a list of publications and available issues of The Curious Naturalist write 
Massachusetts Audubon Society, Public Information Office, Lincoln, MA 01773. 

National Wildlife Federation 
A catalog of National Wildlife Federation publications, the Conservation Education 
Catalog lists books, curriculum and research materials, kits, educational 
programs, and periodicals. A variety of topics are addressed in NWF publications 
including: wildlife study and preservation, conservation and public policy, 
pollution, energy (non-renewable and renewable), natural history, and the 
protection of endangered species. The section, "Conservation Education 
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Publications" lists pamphlets with ideas for public action and involvement in 
conservation issues. 

For copies, contact The National Wildlife Federation, 1412 16th Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20036-2266 

Population Reference Bureau, Inc. 
"Human Needs and Nature's Balance: Population. Resources. and the 
Environment". (1987) A module containing reading, additional resources, and 
exercises for secondary students. 

For more information, contact Population Reference Bureau, Inc., 777 14th St., 
N.W. Washington D.C. 20005 

Project Jonah 
A teaching packet for upper elementary students about whales and the intracicies 
ofthe oceans. (1981) 

For more information, contact Project Jonah, P.O. Box 476, Bolinas, CA 94924. 

Project Wize, New York Zoological Society 

For copies, contact NY Zoological Society, 185th Street and Southern Blvd.,Bronx, 
NY 10460. 

Salt Marshes 
Food for the Sea is a booklet on food chains. 

For more information, write to the Massachusetts Audubon Society, Public 
Information Office, Lincoln, MA 01773. 

Sea Grant Communications 
Wavelets are free fact sheets with background information on marine topics. 
Wetlands sheets include salt marshes, brackish marshes, and freshwater 
wetlands. 

For more information, write Sea Grant Communications, Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science, Gloucester Point, VA 23062. 

Sierra Book Club 
Islands in a Far Sea (1988) A book with the history of human impact on the ecology 
of Hawaii. 

For more information write: Serria Book Club, San Franscio California . 
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The International Crane Foundation 
The International Crane Foundation has six different activity packets about cranes 
for various age levels. The packets contain background information, activity 
sheets, and puzzles. The ICF also has films and videos available for rent. 

For more information, write International Crane Foundation, E-11376 Shady Lane 
Rd., Baraboo, WI 53913-9778. 

u.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has lists of endangered species, pamphlets, 
brochures, and other free materials. 

For more information, write U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, MD 20708. 
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• III. AUDIO·VISUAL MATERIALS 

Films or Videos 

Benchmark Films, Inc. 
Film entitled, ''I'm a Mammal and So Are You" 
This film is a short musical film on mammal characteristics. 

For more information, contact Benchmark Films, Inc., P.O. Box 315, Franklin 
Lakes, NJ 07417. 

Bullfrog Films Inc. 
Films entitled, "The Last Chance" and "The Northern Elephant Seal" 
Running Time (both) 15 minutes 
The Last Chance (Advanced) is a film on endangered species from the National 
Zoo. This film comes in 16mm or VHS. It is directed to 7 yrs to adult. The cost for 
16mm is $515.00 - VHS $100.00. 
The Northern Elephant Seal (Primary and Intermediate) explains in simple terms 
how genetic similarity may cause species such as the elephant seal to be 
endangered despite their large numbers. This film comes in 16mm or VHS. It is 
directed to 7 yrs to adult. The cost for 16mm is $315.00 - VHS $245.00. 

• For more information, write Bullfrog Films Inc., Oley, PA 19547. 

• 

Canadian Broadcast Corporation 
Film entitled, "Return of the Sea Otter" 
Running time 30 minutes, color, 1986 
During the 19th century the sea otters of the Northern Pacific coast of the United 
States were almost driven to extinction by excessive hunting. Today their survival 
depends on whether the threats from human-made pollution and hunting can be 
offset by intensive legal and scientific efforts to protect them. 

For more information, contact Canadian Broadcast Corporation, P.O. Box 500, 
Terminal A, Toronto, Ontario M5W lE6, (416) 925-3311 ext. 222. 

CoronetlLCAlMTIIChedd-Angier Production Company for NOVAlWGBH 
Film entitled, "Seeds of Tomorrow" 
Running time 60 minutes, color, 1985 
With visits to Ethiopia, Greece, and Peru, the filmmakers examine current 
wordwide efforts to save the seeds that feed the world. Most of the food consumed in 
the United States has genetic roots in "centers of diversity" located in Third World 
countries. Because of new agricultural development, these centers are losing the 
ancient crop variaties. The film follows Dr. Noel Vietmeyer to Peru where he 
rediscovers an ancient Incan plant-amaranth-part of a highly nutritious but 
relatively unknown crop . 
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For more information, contact Coronet/LCAJMT 108 Wilmont Road, Deerfield, 
Illinois 60015 (800) 621-2133. 

CoroneUMTI Film & Video 
Film entitled, "Prairie Slough" 
Running time 30 minutes, documentary 
Prairie Slough (Intermediate and Advanced) is available in 16mm film or video 
cassette. It covers the importance of preserving our national wetlands. The cost is 
$250. 

For more information, write CoroneUMTI Film & Video, 108 Wilmot Rd., Deerfield, 
IL 60015, or call Tricia (312) 940-1260. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica Educational Corp. 
Films entitled, "The Marsh Communitv" 

"Our vanishing Marshland" 
"The Marsh Community" (Primary and Intermediate) and "Our Vanishing 
Marshland" (Advanced) are available in film or video. The film, "Marsh 
Community," comes in 16mm or VHS and the cost is $190.00 for 16mm. The 
running time of this film is 11 minutes. The film is directed to elementry and high 
school students. The film, "Our Vanishing Marshland," comes in 16mm or VHS. 

• 

The length is 22 minutes. It is directed to elementary and high school students. • 

For more information, write Encyclopaedia Britannica Educational Corp., 425 N. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, Il 60611. 

Films Incorporated 
Film entitled, "Return of the Osprey" 
Running time 60 minutes, color, 1985 
Ospreys nested in great numbers along the East coast of the United States until the 
pesticide DDT caused their near-extinction. This film is the story of the people who 
fought to ban DDT, and the amazing comeback of these magnificent birds of prey. 
The film comes in 16mm for $720.00 or VHS for $198.00. It is directed to college 
level students. 

Video cassette entitled, "The Frozen Ocean" 
Running time 58 minutes, color, 1986 
The Arctic-the largest untouched wilderness left on earth--is a vast, pristine area 
of frozen land and sea that crowns the northern boundaries of Alaska, Canada, 
Greenland Scandinavia, and the Soviet Union. Often characterized as a lifeless 
desert of ice and snow, the Arctic is in fact a unique area of rare subtle beauty and 
ecological richness. This film is part of the series "Kingdom of the Ice Bear", a 
BBC Television Production. The film comes in color VHS for $129.00. It is directed 
to college students. 
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International Film Bureau, Inc 
Film or Video entitled, Adaption for Survival: Mammals and The Living Mammals 
Running Time 17 minutes 
Both films come in 16mm or VHS, and are directed to all ages. The cost for each 
film is different: Adaption for Survival: Mammals is $275 for 16mm and $225 for 
VHS, and The Living Mammal is $295 for 16mm and $275 for VHS. 

For more information contact, International Film Bureau, Inc., 332 S. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago, Il60604-4382, (312-427-4545). 

Karol Media 
Film entitled, "Protecting Endangered Animals" 
Running Time: 15 minutes 
Protecting Endangered Animals (all ages) is available in film or video. 
This film comes in 16mm and color VHS. The price for 16mm is $240 and for VHS 
$147. It is directed to grades 4-9. 

For more information, write Karol Media, 22 Riverview Dr., Wayne, NJ 07470-3191, 
(201-628-9111). 

Maryland Sea Grant College 
Film entitled, "Chesapeake: The Twilight Estuary" 
Running time 39 minutes, color, 1985 
This film is a scientific detective story about the solving of a major environmental 
mystery--the disappearance of seagrasses throughout the rivers and mains tern of 
the Chesapeake Bay. The film explains the mysterious decline of the seagrasses. 
Unexpected research findings identify the seagrass killers and point the way for a 
major environmental cleanup of the Chesapeake Bay. This film comes in 16mm or 
color VHS. The price is $500 for 16mm and $75 for VHS. 

For more information, contact The Maryland Sea Grant College, 1222 H.J. 
Patterson Hall, University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742, telephone (301) 
454-6058 

National Academy of ScienceslFilms Incorporated 
Video cassette entitled, "Fate of the Earth" 

Running time 58 minutes, color, 1985 
As the concluding program of the Planet Earth series, this film explores new 
theories about life's begining-and perhaps its end. New discoveries indicate that 
life may be a billion years older than previously thought. Are humans a threat to 
the earth's future or a force for good? How is the Amazon rainforest a critical piece 
in the puzzle of the health of our planet? The film, through special effects, looks 
closely at "nuclear winter" and "ultraviolet spring." 
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For more information, contact Films Incorporated, 5547 N. Ravenswood Ave., 
Chicago, lllinois 60740 (800) 323-4222 

National Audubon Society 
VHS video tape entitled, "What is the Limit?" 
Running time 23 minutes 
Accompanied by discussion guide, "Where Do We Go From Here?" Cost $25.00 
The video discusses the interrelationships between human population growth, 
environmental degradation, resource depletion, habitat destruction and the ethical 
considerations for the future. 

For more information, contact National Audubon Society, Population Program, 801 
Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Washington D.C. 20003. 

National Geographic Society 
Film entitled, "Creatures of the Mangrove" 
Running time 59 minutes, color, 1986 
Teeming life thrives and extraordinary creatures battle to survive in a tropical 
mangrove forest that is the setting for this film. The coastal island of Siarau and 
its tidal forest of mangroves are the offspring of Borneo's steamy interior 
rainforest, built up by silt washed down from the mountains and deposited in the 

• 

sea. Using close-up photography, the filmmakers examine the mangrove forest's • 
unusual creatures. 

For more information, contact National Geographic Society Television Section, 17th 
and M Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036, telephone (202) 857-7671. 

National Geographic Society 
Films entitled, "Vanishing Animals of North America", 

"Vanishing from the Earth" 
"Vanishing Animals of North America" (Advanced) and "Vanishing from the 
Earth" (Advanced) are filmstrips with cassettes available from National 
Geographic Society. 

For more information, write National Geographic Society, Educational Services, 
Dept. 85, Washington, DC 20036. 

National Park ServicelNational Audiovisual Center 
Film entitled, "Denali Park" 
Running time 30 minutes, color, 1983 
Photographed over the course of a year, the animals of Denali National Park in 
Alaska are shown in their daily struggle as members of a diverse and integrated 
ecosystem. 
For more information, contact National Audiovisual Center, GSA, Reference 
Section CH, Washington, D.C. 20409 
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The Nature Conservancy/Direct Video 
Film entitled, "Garden of Eden" 
Running time 28 minutes, color, 1983 
The planned development of a portion of Florida's Apalachicola Bluffs region--"the 
Garden of Eden"--is used as a case study to illustrate the possible conflict between 
unknown, but potential benefits of an untouched area and the demand for regional 
growth. The film shows that access to accurate ecological information and 
cooperation among conservationists, government, and industry are essential to 
making balanced decisions. The film shows clearly that we, in making these 
choices, are the single species with the most to gain and the most to lose. 

For more information, contact Direct Cinema, P.O. Box 69589, Los Angeles, CA 
90069(213) 656-!700 

National Wildlife Federation 
Video entitled, "Our Threatened Heritage" 
Running time 18:50 minutes, full color 
One copy $20.00, two or more, $15.00 each 
"Our Threatened Heritage" addresses the complex issues associated with habitat 
destruction in the tropical forest. It focuses on the links between environment and 
development in the tropics. Because the tropical forest touches our lives every day 
in countless unrealized ways, it is of concern to all of us . 

For more information, contact National Wildlife Federation, 1400 Sixteenth St., 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036-2266. 

Partridge FiIms/AML International 
Film entitled, "Korup" 
Running time 54 minutes, color, 1982 
The portrait of a Cameroon rainforest, "Korup" describes elaborate relationships 
that have evolved between plants and animals. Sequences show monkeys and bats 
pollinating flowers, ants defending their tree nest, and a fungus that alters ant 
behavior. The film stresses the importance of conserving tropical rainforests, 
among the richest habitats on earth for plants and animals. Sixty percent of this 
documentary was filmed on platforms 120 feet high. 

For more information, contact AML International, #6 Goodwins Court, St. 
Martin's Lane, London, WC2 N4LL, England 

Phoenix Films and Video 
Film entitled, "Ethiopia" 
Running time 28 minutes, color, 1985 
Without narration, this film is an impressionistic collage of primal landscapes and 
beautiful images in Ethiopia. It is a visual poem of life and a depiction of the 
forgotten and unexpected beauty in the country . 
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For more information, contact Phoenix Films and video, 468 Park Avenue South, 
New York, New York 10016, telephone (212) 684-5910 

Sandra Nichols Productions, LTD. 
Film entitled, "The Fragile Mountain" 
Running time 55 minutes, color, 1982 
The film describes the lives of the mountain people of Nepal, vividly portraying the 
links among the environment, population, and development. 

For more information, contact Sandra Nichols Film Library, P.D.Box 315, Franklin 
Lakes, New Jersey 07417, telephone (201) 891-8240 

Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service (SITES) 
VHS videocassette entitled, "Diversity Endangered" 
Running time 9.5 minutes 

For more information, contact Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition 
Service, Washington, D.C. 20560, telephone (202) 357-3168 

Society for Visual Education, Inc. 
Film entitled, "Swamp Survival Ecosystem" 
Swamp Survival Ecosystem (Intermediate and Advanced) is a filmstrip with 
cassette. 

For more information, write Society for Visual Education, Inc., Dept. BJ, 1345 
Diversey Pkwy., Chicago, IL 60614-1299, or call 1-800-621-1900. 

Stanton Films 
Film entitled, "Pupfish of the Desert" 
Running time 18 minutes 
The film tells the story of a tiny fish that exists in the extreme environment of a 
desert. This film is designed for all ages. It comes in 16 mm or 1I2in. film. The 
cost for 16mm is $300, and for half inch $250. 

For more information, write Stanton Films, 2417 Artesia Blvd., Redondo Beach, CA 
90278, or call Georgina at 213-542-6573. 
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Slides 

The following list was compiled from a report by Dr. Peter White, University of North 
Carolina, who is planning a systemwide repository of slides on biodiversity, and from 
Napier Shelton, National Park Service. 

American Fisheries Society 
5410 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-897-8616 

Kind of organization--professional society. With 660 slides of North American 
fishes, freshwater and marine. Most are museum specimen photographs, but 
some are underwater or aquarium pictures of living fish. The objective is to have a 
picture or pictures of all species of fish on the continent. The collection is arranged 
taxonomically. Specific slide sets for particular geographic areas are also 
available. Slides are sold through a catalogue. They are $1.00 to $1.50 per slide. 
Purchased slides may only be used for educational purposes. No reproduction is 
permitted as the Society or the photographer holds copyrights. Reproduction must 
be negotiated on a case-by-case basis. 

American Museum of Natural History 
Central Park West at 79th St. 
New York, NY 10024 
212-769-5400 
Contact: Ann LaSala 

Kind of organization: private institution or business. Large (1000s) catalogue of 
slides, about one-half of which are now available for sale. Topics include aquatic 
life, astronomy, birds, earth science (this includes a subheading for national parks 
and monuments of the U.S. and Canada),insects, mammals, mineral resources, 
paleontology, reptiles and amphibians, and miscellaneous subjects (e.g. protective 
coloration in nature). Taxonomic and discipline oriented. Not specifically on 
biological diversity. Many of these slides are based on museum exhibit halls. Slides 
are for sale: $1.00 per slide ($0.85 per slide if more than 25 are purchased). Slides 
may not be reproduced. 

American Rivers Conservation Council 
801 Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E., Suite 303 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
202-547-6900 

Kind of organization--conservation 
Pictures of110 rivers with slides of threats to rivers (including dams). 1300 slides in 
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all. In alphabetical order by river system. Honor system utilized-just call and ask 
for slides. Give credit to organization when used. 

Bird Photographers. Inc. 
254 Sapsucker Woods Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

1600 color slides of birds, mammals, amphibians. Some slides are in sets and come 
with scripts. A catalog of offerings exists. Slides are for sale. May not be 
duplicated. 

Carolina Biological Su.pply 
2700 York Road 
Burlington, North Carolina 27215 
919-226-6000 
Contact: Cindy Bright 

Kind of organization--private institution or business. Over 60,000 slides including 
everything from species (bacteria to vertebrates and vascular plants), scenic vistas, 
and communities to wind surfers and nuclear power plants. While photos are 
primarily from the Southeast, they also include Alaska, the Galapagos, Antarctica, 

• 

South America, and the Western U.S. If needed slide does not exist in collection, • 
they will take it for you. For species, organized taxonomically. Access is easier via 
sending a list of needed slides. Either they will select slides from the collection or 
they welcome representatives to come to Burlington to select slides for themselves. 
$25 for one-time use. No duplication permitted. 

Educational Images 
P.O. Box 3456, 
West Side, Elmira, 
NY 14905 
Marie 607-732-1090. 

Slide sets entitled: Endangered and Extinct Animals 
Rare and Endangered Animals 1 &2 

25 slides per set, with text 
The slides in this set show rare, endangered, and extinct species of the world. It is 
directed to all audiences. The cost per set is $39.95. 
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Mammal Slide Library 
Division of Biological Sciences, Box 50 
Emporia State University 
Emporia, Kansas 66801 
316-343-1200 
contact: Dr. Dwight W. Moore 

Has 970 slides of 600 mammal species. About one-third North American. Many 
ungulates, neotropical bats. Sells slides for $1 apiece. A catalog ($2.00) describes 
slides. List of species is free. Projection rights only, no printing. 

National Geographic Society 
17th and M Streets, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
202-857-7195 
Contact: Barbara Shattuck 

Slide collection of all photographs used in National Geographic publications. Slides 
indexed by page and volume number of publication. Request must include this 
information. Send letter requesting identified photographs, also including purpose 
of use. National Geographic will determine rates, if any apply . 

National Marine Fisheries Service 
Northwest & Alaska Fisheries Center, 
7600 Sand Point Way, 
N.E. Bin C 15700 
Seattie, WA 98115 

Slide presentation entitled "Marine Debris" 81 slides and script. 

National Zoological Park 
Rock Creek Park 
Washington D.C. 20009 
202-673-4862 
Contact: Jesse Cohen 

200,000+ slides of everything to do with zoo from staff to animals to research. 
Collection not indexed. Slide requests would have to be made to photographer who 
will attempt to find them, if they exist. No originals will be loaned. Instead, send 
list of needed slides to Ms. Cohen, who will find and duplicate them. No cost for 
slides, except for reimbursement for duplication charges. 
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New York Zoological Park 
The Zoological Park 
Bronx, New York 10460 
212-220-5100 

Kind of organization--private institution or business 
Photographs of all animals (present and past) housed in the zoo, plus captive 
breeding in Georgia. By common name of species. Send list of animals wanted, 
plus kind of shot (close-up, etc.). Requested slides will be sent, and duplicates can 
then be made. A $30 service charge exists. 

Rainforest Action Network 
300 Broadway, Suite 28 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
415-398-4404 

Kind of organization--conservation. Slides on the tropical rainforest, its plight and 
conservation. Slides range from the beauty of the forest to slides of habitat, 
individual species, deforestation, and conservation groups in action. By subject. No 
catalogue exists, but there is a computer printout of slides available. Slides are sold 
or rented. 

Robert Simpson 
Route 1, Box 154b 
Stephens City, VA 22655 
703-869-2051 

100,000 slides of North American and Mexican vertebrates, butterflies, fungi, 
higher plants. Many of rare species. Scenics, including parks. Tropical forest 
cutting in Mexico. Other habitat destruction. Shopping malls, pollution, etc. Some 
research, recreation. Zoos around the world. Sells right to duplicate slides--$3 to $5 
per slide depending on quantity. No right to print duplicate slides. Can send you a 
general inventory, but no list ofindividual slides. 

U.S. Department of Commerce-NOAA 
Public Affairs Office 
Rockville, MD 
301-443-8470 
Contact: JoAnne David 

Some marine mammals and other marine animals are contained in this slide 
collection. Indexed by taxon. Probably OK to copy the slides; permission would have 
to be requested to use the slides in publication. 
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USDA-Forest Service-Public Affairs Office 
P.O. Box 2417 
Washington, D.C. 20013 
202-447-3760 
Contact: Jill Bauermeister 

Kind of organization--Federal government. Jill Bauermeister is the librarian. 
There is a color slide collection (1000) in the library of the Public Affairs Office. It is 
not specifically indexed for biological diversity, but it does contain some slides that 
might be usefuL National forests, activities within forests, etc. Some Forest Service 
regional offices have much larger collections. Case-by-case negotiations. Be 
specific about subjects requested. 

USDI-Fish and Wildlife Sezyice-Audioyisual Office 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202-343-5612 
Contact: Craig Koppie 

A very limited number of slides. Endangered species and other species. Work of 
Fish and Wildlife Service. Scenics. Indexed by species. Case by case basis. Cannot 
handle large volume. Be specific about slide subjects requested . 

USDI-National Park Service-Office of International Affairs (023) 
Box 31727 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 
202-343-7063 
Contact: Ron Cooksy 

Slides of 57 U.S. National Parks, plus parks in 46 other countries in office file. 
Individuals also have slides taken in South America and other regions. 
Will send duplicates. 

USDI-National Park Service-Office of Public Affairs (040) 
Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 
202-343-7394 
Contact: Rick Lewis 

8000 slides, mostly of U.S. National Park areas. Scenics, recreation, some plants 
and animals, not necessarily identified. Sends duplicates . 
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USDI-National Park Service - Wildlife and Vegetation Division (490) 
Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 
202-343-8122 
Contact: Bill Gregg 

A small collection of slides of biosphere reserves, United States and foreign. Can 
send duplicates. 

VIREO 
The Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia 
19th and The Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-299-1069 

4000+ slides of birds. Strongest in North and South American birds. Some habitat 
photos, mainly North and South America. Bird research. North American slides -
$2.00. Other countries - $3.00. Will send free catalogue. 

Ward's Scientific 
5100 West Henrietta Road 
P.O. Box 92912 
Rochester, NY 14692 
716-359-2502 

Kind of organization--private institution or business. Sells many slide sets, 
including topics of physical geology (including erosional and disturbance 
processes, rivers, groundwater, etc.), features of coasts and shorelines, alpine 
glaciation, continental glaciation, surface landforms, diastrophism, rocks and 
rock structures, paleontology, Grand Canyon geology, use of remote sensing, 
oceanography, meteorolgy, astronomy and space science, and others. The index to 
this collection may be found within the Ward's Scientific Catalogue. Ward's will 
sell slides only as sets, not individually. Prices for programs listed within catalog. 
Typically run between $25-$35 per 20 slides. 

Miscellaneous 

Carolina Biological Supply 
Records of mammal calls. Audible Audubon Living Sound System Kits include 
player and two sets of recordings. Mammal recordings include "Nature's 
Magnificent Wildlife," "Largest Animals of the Wild," and other sets. Callings is 
a two-record set by Paul Winter. Set includes calls of 15 sea mammals blended with 
music. "Songs of the Humpback Whale,"Deep Voices: The Second Whale Record," 
and "Ocean of Song: Whale Voices" are recordings of humpback, right, and killer 
whales. 
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For ordering infirmation write Carolina Biological Supply Company, Burlington, 
NC 27215 (919-584-0381). 

Do Dreams Music 
Record entitled, "Romp in the Swamp" 
Romp in the Swamp is a record (or cassette) of 14 upbeat kids' songs by Bill 
Brennan. 

For more information, write Do Dreams Music, P.O. Box 5623, Takoma Park, MD 
20912. 

Focus Media, Inc. 
Software entitled, "The Balance in Nature" (Intermediate and Advanced) 
U sing imaginary animals in a marine environment, along with colorful graphics 
and questions, this program introduces the concepts of food chains, adaptation, 
survival, and extinction. Available for Apple and Commodore 64. 

For a catalog of this and other programs write Focus Media, Inc., 839 Stewart Ave., 
P.O. Box 865, Garden City, NY 11530. 

Global Tommorrow Coalition 
Cassette Recording "A Tropical Forest Walk" 
Running Time 15 minutes, cost: $9.95. 
A musical cassette with sound and script containing sounds of the tropical forest. 
This tape is directed for all audiences. 

For more information contact, Global Tomorrow Coalition, 708 S.W. Third Avenue, 
Suite 227, Portland, Oregon 97204. Phone number: (503) 295-0382. 

National Park Service, 
Uplands Field Research Center 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 
Rural Route 2 Box 260, 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee 37738 

Poster entited, "Preserving Biodiyersity in the Great Smokies: Preserving What We 
Have and Replacing What's Been Lost". The poster shows species of plants and 
animals that are unique and rare in the Smokies. 

Yaker Environmental Systems, Inc. 
Software entitled, "Biomes 2: Wilderness Webs" 
Wilderness Webs (Advanced) allows children to build food webs in eight different 
biomes including the Everglades. After building the webs, they learn how people's 
involvement affects the biomes and how to help preserve the habitats. Available for 
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Apple II and lIE. 

Software entitled, "Endangered Species" 
Endangered Species (Advanced) is a four-part program featuring extensive lists of 
endangered animals, maps pointing out the locations of different species, 
explanations of why they became endangered, a simulation in which children 
make decisions regarding the futures of endangered species, and a game that 
reinforces concepts from the program. Available for Apple. 

For a catalog of this and other programs write Yaker Environmental Systems, 
Inc., P.O. Box 18, Stanton, NJ 08885. 

The Smithsonian Institution 
Diyersity Endangered. A Poster Exhibition (15 posters) 
Posters cover the following topics: title poster, magnificent diversity oflife, 
tropical rain forests, watery nurseries, the web of life, systems that sustain life, 
the dollars and cents of diversity, diversity in danger, deforesting the tropics, 
pollution, what happens to wildlife, the new conservation, alternatives to 
destruction of Noah's ark, a modern approach, what you can do. 
For more information contact: 
SITES, Department 0564 
Smithsonian Institute 
Washington, DC. 20073 - 0564 
Poster Price (1 set of15 posters): $300.00 
10 minute video: $25.00 per copy 
Posters Mounted on Kiosk: +$125.00 

Biological Diversity Curriculum Project 
Supplementary curriculum materials for students grade 4 - 6 and park visitors. 
The curriculum is designated to facilitate NPS outreach efforts to schools and to 
further citizen support and understanding of the significant roles parks play in 
the preservation of ecosystems and genetic diversity. Units stress a hands-on, 
self-discovery teaching approach to the topic, and are interdisciplinary in nature. 
Modules have been field tested and evaluated by teachers and students. 

For more information contact: Midwest Regional Office-Interpretation, 
National Park Service, 1709 Jackson Street, Omaha, Nebraska 6810 

Endangered Species and Other Animals Double Deck Bridge Cards 
For more information contact: 
Safari LTD. 
Box 630685 
Ojus, Florida 
33163 USA 
(305) 947-0214 
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Biological Diversity 
References 

Glossary 

Abiotic Nonliving; referring to the nonliving components of ecosystems (water, light, 
etc.) (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Adaptation A characteristic that helps an organism survive In a particular 
environment (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Agro-ecosystem A human-modified ecosystem consisting primarily of domesticates 
cultivated or hubanded and managed by humans, and a physical environment 
suitable for the propagation of individuals of such species. In most cases, they are 
partly supported by nearby natural ecosystems which contribute nutrients, water, 
biological control agents, or other essential elements (Oldfield, 1984). 

Allele One of two or more alternative forms of a gene. Mutations give rise to different 
alleles at the same gene locus (Oldfield, 1984). 

Alkaloid Any of a large group of nitrogen-comtaining, organic compounds most 
commonly found in seed-producing plants and in herbivorous animals that feed on 
such plants. Alkaloids are typically biologically or pharmacologically active. 
(Oldfield,1984) . 

Angiosperm A "higher" or flowering plant that produces seeds enclosed within an 
ovary; a plant or species belonging to the class Angiospermae of the vascular or 
land-dwelling plants (division Tracheophyta) (Oldfield, 1984). 

Artificial Selection Selection applied according to a specified set of environmental 
conditions. In contrast to natural selection, it is a purposeful process directed by 
humans (usually a plant or animal breeder) in order to meet certain socioeconomic 
goals or standards; see selection (Oldfield, 1984). 

Biodegradable Able to be broken down by living organisms. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 
1988). 

Biology The science of life; the study of the principles applied to the origin, structure, 
function, development, and ecology of living organisms as represented by plants, 
animals, and microbes. (Oldfield,1984). 

Biological Controls Pest-control methods that use natural predators, parasites, or 
diseases or that rely on the use of naturally produced chemicals such as insect 
pheromones. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Biological Diversity The sum of diversity within and between species, between 
communties and between higher taxonomic levels (family, class, phylum, 
kingdom); includes genetic diversity. Biological diversity is not necessarily equal to 
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species diversity. Some groups may house more biological (including genetic) 
diversity than others. (Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Biological Magnification The process by which certain, often toxic, materials become 
more concentrated as they move up food chains. That is, organisms at the top of 
the food chain contain more of the substance than do organisms on the bottom of 
the food chain, or than does the environment itself. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Biomass The total weight of living material, usually expressed in terms of dry weight 
of an organism, a population, or a community. (Oldfield,1984). 

Biomes Climax communities characteristic of given regions of the world. (ReVelle 
and ReVelle, 1988). 

Biota Flora and fauna, considered together. (Oldfield,1984). 

Breed A group of domesticated animals genetically related by descent from common 
ancestors and which share similar phenotypic characteristics. (Oldfield,1984). 

Carnivores Meat-eaters. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

• 

Carrying Capacity The largest population a particular environment can support • 
indefinitely. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Cell The fundamental structural and functional unit of all living matter. 
( Oldfield,1984). 

Charismatic Species A species that is culturally popular. By virtue of receiving legal 
protection, such a species can offer protection to less conspicuous and potentially 
biologically more important species. (Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Chromosome Self-duplicating units of genetic material that are species-specific in 
number and complexity (and often organism-specific in cases of chromosomal 
aberrations). (Oldfield,1984). 

Climate A complex of atmospheric factors affecting the environment. Climate 
includes temperature, humidity, amount of precipitation, rate of evaporation, 
amount of sunlight, and winds. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Climax Community The characteristic and relatively stable community for a 
particular area. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Coadaptation Genetically, the evolutionary process of selection for harmoniously 
collaborating genes within the gene pool of a population; genes are co adapted if the 
specific interactions between them confer high fitness to the individual inheriting 
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• them. Ecologically, the evolution of mutually advantageous heritable 
characteristics within two or more species as a consequence of their ecological 
interactions over time. (Oldfield,1984). 

Coadapted Gene Complex A mutually concordant set of alleles (genes) that, when 
inherited intact, confers fitness to the individual; although they need not be closely 
linked on the same chromosome, the alleles that comprise such a complex have 
been most often demonstrated to exist in tightly linked systems inherited as a unit. 
( Oldfield,1984). 

Coevolution The joint evolution of two (or more) taxa resulting in the mutual 
development of genetically determined traits, advantageous to each other, that 
facilitate their ecological interactions; even though coevolved species have close 
ecological relationships, they do not exchange genetic material with one another. 
(Oldfield,1984). 

Community A group of populations that are ecologically and geographically 
interconnected, and represent a few to several species. Such a group constitutes an 
assemblage of plants and animals living in a common home, under similar 
conditions of environment, or with some apparent association of interest. 
(Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

• Community All of the living creatures, plant and animal, interacting in a particular 
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environment. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Community The biotic components (all organisms considered together) in an 
ecosystem; an association of interacting populations. (Oldfield,1984). 

Competition In ecological terms, the struggle between individuals or populations for 
a limited resource. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Competitor A species (population) that uses or defends a resource, thus reducing its 
availability for use by another species (population). (Oldfield,1984). 

Conservation The wise use of natural resources; the planned management of a 
natural resource to deter or prevent overexploitation, irreversible destruction, or 
neglect. (Oldfield,1984). 

Conservation Compromise between protection and multiple land, species and/or 
resource use. Visitation, concessions, recreation, logging, hunting, and mining 
are various forms of compromise with protection. (Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Consumers Organisms that eat other organisms. Primary consumers eat 
producers, secondary consumers eat primary consumers, and so on. (ReVelle and 
ReVelle, 1988) . 
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Crop Gene Center A region or center of pronounced genetic diversity for a crop 
species that arose in association with traditional agro-ecosystems and ancient 
farming practices; primary equals a site where crop species were first 
domesticated and became genetically diversified, and secondary equals an area of 
pronounced genetic diversity of a crop which did not originate there. 
( Oldfield,1984). 

Diversity A measure of the number of species in a given area. The more species per 
square meter, the higher the diversity. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Ecology The study of the interaction between organisms and their environment. 
(ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Ecological Processes Interactions within and between communities (at all levels), 
including interactions with abiotic environments and short as well as long-term 
interactions; or, processes affecting mutual relations between organisms and their 
environment. (Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Ecologically Important Species A keystone species is one that supports the stability or 
existence of several to many other species or is biologically important. It is not 
necessarily a charismatic species but can be. (Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Ecosystem All of the living organisms in a particular environment plus the 
non-living factors in that environment. The non-living factors include such things 
as soil type, rainfall, and the amount of sunlight. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Emigration The movement of organisms out of a population. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 
1988). 

Endangered species A species with so few living members that it will soon become 
extinct unless measures are begun to slow its loss. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Erosion The loss of soil due to wind or as a result of washing away by water. (ReVelle 
and ReVelle, 1988). 

Eutrophic Water that has a high concentration of plant nutrients. (ReVelle and 
ReVelle, 1988). 

Evolution Change in the frequency of occurrence of various genes in a population. 
(ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Evolutionary Processes Changes in gene frequencies owing to natural selection or 
stochastic processes. Or, more simply, temporal (short and long-term) changes in 
diversity at all levels. In nature, speciation and extinction are both characteristic of 
the evolutionary processes. Anthropgenic (humanly derived) extinctions or 
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anthropogenically accelerated extinction rates may be undesireable, but a basal 
extinction rate is natural (i.e. one that must be specified and studied). Evolutionary 
processes are those by which (by means of a series of continious changes or step 
changes) any living organism or group of organisms has acquired the 
morphological or physiological characters that distinguish it, a process that shows 
a continuous change over time, as do the processes of nature. It suggests 
continued forward movement, procedure, and progress, but not necessarily 
advance in the sense of human values. Processes occur in a series of actions or 
events (being slow, gradual, rapid, and/or step-wise). (Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Extinction The cessation of existence for a given form, or a previous loss of a given 
form.(Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Extirpation Local extinction (not necessarily by mortality) can include the driving out 
of an organism from its habitat by various means, such as by newly introduced 
competitors or human disturbance.(Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Food Chain A picture of the relationship between the predators in an area and their 
prey (i.e. who is eating whom). This term is applied when the relationships are 
simple and few creatures are involved. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Food Web Interconnected food chains made up of many organisms, with many 
interrelationships. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Gene Pool A group or aggregation of interbreeding individuals (not usually a 
reflection of total diversity within a species). Within each gene pool there is a 
certain amount of genetic diversity, and for each gene pool the nature and amount 
of genetic diversity characterizes the pool. Diversity can be stored between gene 
pools as well as within them. The gene pool (a genetic term) is also used frequently 
in the zoo and botanical garden community when referring to the captive groups of 
a species. In the wild, scientists and managers more frequently use the 
demographic term, population, to denote a group of interbreeding individuals. 
(Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Genetic Diversity Diversity within the individual, among genes to produce the 
phenotype (or outward manifestations of the individual); diversity between 
individuals of a gend pool; and diversity between gene pools or individuals of a 
species (thus, inherited (structural) diversity at or below the species level). Also 
important are functional diversitees, such as behavioral, physiological, etc. 
(Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Greenhouse Effect Atmospheric heating that occurs when outward heat radiation is 
blocked by carbon dioxide molecules that absorb the energy. The greenhouse effect 
suggests the earth will undergo a warming trend as carbon dioxide from fossil fuel 
combustion accumulates in the atmosphere. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988) . 
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Green Revolution The term given to the new developments in farming, including the 
use of high-yielding grains, that promise to enable farmers to grow much more 
food on the same number of acres than with conventional techniques and older crop 
varieties. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Habitat The physical surroundings in which an organism lives. (ReVelle and 
ReVelle, 1988). 

Herbicides Chemicals used to kill weeds. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Herbivores Plant-eaters. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Immigration The movement of individuals into a population. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 
1988). 

Intensive Mangement Cases in which exceptional technologies are incorporated into 
overall management procedure, such as "captive population management" by zoos. 
This is a strained or extreme degree of management; manifested in the nearly 

"domesticated" treatment, extreme effort and strong and sustained stimulation of 
the population resource; such management is profoundly earnest or intent. (Some 
examples include restoration programs for peregrine falcons, condors, nene, tule 
elk, and desert bighorn sheep.) (Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Management Human involvement in the protection of biological diversity (for 
purposes of this report). Management, taken alone, suggests administrative 
management or all forms of management combined, depending on context, 
whereas resources management suggests management of resources. 
Management can be either passive (non-interfering) or active (manipulative or 
interventionist), the distinction at times being vague. Management implies the 
manner of treating, for a purpose or out of a desire to control, and the use for a 
purpose (or, more important, in this context, the judicious use) of means to 
accomplish an end.(Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Migration The periodic movement of organisms into or out of an area. (ReVelle and 
ReVelle, 1988). 

Monoculture The cultivation of a single species of plant as opposed to mixtures of 
species, as is usually found in nature. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Mutation An inheritable change in the genetic material of an organism. (ReVelle 
and ReVelle, 1988). 

Natural Unhampered or unmodified by recent humans of the American continent. 
No fixed time frame should be set with reference to the word "recent," since 
characteristics that were adaptive or communities that were natural at an earlier 
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time may no longer be adapted to 20th-21st century conditions. The term "natural" 
should be used with care, and one's points of reference and values should be 
specified as one goes along. A more conventional definition (from Webster) might 
be "in accordance with, or determined by, nature; characteristic of the operations of 
the physical world; normal. Of, pertaining to, or concerned with nature, or the 
physical universe." (Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Natural Selection A difference in reproduction whereby organisms having more 
advantageous genetic characteristics reproduce more successfully than other 
organisms. This leads to an increased frequency of those favorable genes or gene 
combinations in the population. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Niche Where an organism lives and how it functions in this environment (i.e. what it 
eats, who its predators are, what activities it carries out). (ReVelle and ReVelle, 
1988). 

Population The organisms, collectively, inhabiting an area or region; as, the frog 
population of a pond. For our purposes, the terms "gene pool" and "population" (of 
a given species) are synonymous; "population" will be used unless specific 
reference must be made to the genetic properties of a group of interbreeding 
individuals. (Schonewald-Cox, 1987) . 

Predator A creature that eats another. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Preservation Protection of biological diversity (in the context of this report) without 
intentional compromises; it includes protection of parts and processes. 
Preservation suggests the act of preventing injury, destruction, or decay; 
maintaining a state of preservation; or assuring the existence or intactness of 
biological diversity. (Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Prey A creature that is eaten by another. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Primitive Cultivar or Breed A crop cultivar or livestock breed that has been 
genetically improved by traditional agriculturalists and that no longer resembles 
its wild progenitor(s), yet usually retains many of the beneficial genetic traits of its 
wild ancestors. (Oldfield,1984). 

Producers Organisms who produce organic materials by photosynthesis. (ReVelle 
and ReVelle, 1988). 

Productivity Amount of living tissue (plant or animal) produced by a population in a 
given period of time. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Selective Force Any biotic (human, other organism) or abiotic (temperature, rainfall) 
factor that directs or influences the process of selection. (Oldfield,1984) . 
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Short-Term/Long-Term Based upon current knowledge of ecosystem and 
evolutionary processes: 
Short-Term 

- 25 years administratively. Biologically it depends upon the species or processes 
one focuses upon, and is measured in generation times or recurrent population 
cycles. 
Long-Term 

-100 years administratively. Biologically it depends upon the species or processes 
one focuses upon, and is measured in generation times or recurrent population 
cycles. 

Of course, politics require that yet smaller time intervals be used for short-term 
and long-term definitions, and it is these shortest definitions that predominate in 
current use by the NPS. These conceptual and administrative constraints placed 
on "time" are in direct conflict with requirements for study and documentation 
(biological, physical, and anthropogenic processes) and for protection of biological 
diversity. (Unfortunately, ecological and evolutionary processes and time do not 
change for human convenience.) (Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Species All those organisms that are able to interbreed successfully (if they are given 

• 

the opportunity to do so), that share ties of common parentage, and that share a • 
common pool of hereditary material. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Species One or more populations of individuals that are reproductively compatible 
and comprise a distinct form of animal or plant. Noteworthy exceptions are not the 
object of discussion here. This simpler definition is thought to be sufficient for this 
report, although for reference purposes, Webster defines "species" as "a category of 
classification lower than a genus or subgenus and above a subspecies or variety; or 
as a group of animals or plants that possess one or more characters distinguishing 
them from other similar groups, and do or may interbreed and reproduce their 
characters in their offspring, exhibiting between each other only minor differences 
bridged over by intermediate forms and differences ascribable to age, sex, 
polymorphism, individual peculiarity or accident, or selective breeding by man." 
(Schonewald-Cox, 1987). 

Succession A natural process in which the species found in a given area change· 
conditions to make the area less suitable for themselves and more suitable for other 
species. This continues until the climax vegetation for the area grows up. 
(ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 

Threatened Species A species that is not yet endangered but whose populations are 
heading in that direction. (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988). 
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Weed (species) A species that has colonizing (reproductive) capabilities in a disturbed 
environment, and can usually outcompete a wild species therein; it cannot 
outcompete wild species in natural environments, and since it thrives in 
human-disturbed habitats, it is typically considered as an unwanted, economically 
useless, or "pest" species. (Oldfield,1984). 

Wild (species) A species that usually exists in and often requires an undisturbed 
natural habitat, and which has not been influenced by the artificial selection 
pressures of human. Although it can sometimes be cultivated, a wild species 
remains such only so long as its natural habitat is maintained. (Oldfield,1984). 
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