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I. GENEBAI, B1¥W3 

\Yi thin the scope of MISSION 66, a preliminary survey 

of early buildings on Lo r Cape Cod was made between July 24 

and August 11, 1959 by the writer, as a special project ot the 

Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS). This study wee 

financed Jointly tran appropriations for BABS end for PS&B, 

Eastern Office, Division of Design and Construction, 

National Park Service. The occasion tor the study was the 

desire to determine the number, location., and condition of 

any historic structures which might lie within the limits of' 

the proposed Cape Cod National Seashore. Secondly, the prelim­

inary survey wee to determine whether there was architecture 

ot sufficient quantity, interest and character on Cape Cod to 

Justify a typical HABS summer recording project there. Any 
I 

questions on these two points were answered af'f'irmatively: 

as we shall see, there are approximately seventy buildings of' 

architectural-historical value within the boundaries of' the 

proposed seashore, and there still exists on Cape Cod a wealth 

of' distinctive, important American architecture which is not 

yet adequately represented ·in the HJ.BS. 

Cape Cod properly begins at the Cape Cod Canal and 

all of 1 t thus lies in Barnstable County, Massachusetts . The 

preliminary survey included allot the cape from Sandwich to 

Provincetown, 1n order to assess the general architectural 

character ot the entire region; however, attention was focused 
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on the "Loftr Cape," which traditionally includes the towna 

ot Brewster, Orleans, Eastham, Wellfleet, Truro, end Provincetown. 

The study centered in more detail on the area of the proposed 

national park, particularly those portions of it lying within 

the towns ot Eastham, Wellfleet and Truro (which have been the 

source of oppoai tion to the propoaal.) Thia report Y.lll deal 

apecitical.ly with these buildings lying within the area of 

acquisition. 

A systematic attempt was made to look at very 

building within the proposed boundaries o£ the seashore, 

especially those in Eastham, Wellneet, and Truro • .Although 

the necessity ot harlng introductions to get to see many 

properties made the total coverage impracticable, within the 

short time available for the survey, at least 90% or all the 

buildings in the propoaed area were inspected closely 

enough for architectural evaluation. Every building ot 

architectural-historical interest waa indicated on the proper 

Geological Survey map, the quadrangles titled "North Truro," 

"Wellfieet," and "Orleans" being included in Part II of this 

report. ill th important building within the limits of the 

proposed seashore are found in theae three areas; and with 

the single exception ot the historic Cape Cod Lighthouse, 

all are dwellings. H.ABS index carda have ao tar been made for 

all buildings that could be identitied and for others outside 

the proposed park. helve structures w1 thin the proposed 

park were photographed according to BABS apeoifications and 

are included in Part V ot th1a report. Eleven structures on 



other parts or Cape Cod were photographed but not included here. 

Thes wUl ibe eventually tiled in the Library of' Congress with 

the main body cf' this great archive. 

Written material tor the photo-data books baa been 

camnenced tor the .buildings just photographed. Further 

identification, description, and deoumentation of buildings 

will be continued by the author on Cape Cod during the week 

beginning .Augwst 17 • .A preliminary bibliography has been 

assembled and is given 1n Part IV ot this report • 

.A number ot person contributed importantly to the 

awitt conduct of this survey. To them aincere gratitude is 

here acknowl~dged. Mr. E. C. Martinson, or Region Five, 

introduced Supervising .Architect, Historic structures, Charles E. 

Paterson (both of Philadelphia) and myself' to the Lower Cape 

on an initial inspection tour, July 24-25. Messrs. Bertram 

IC. Little and Abbott Lowell Cwnrnings (or the Society for the 

Preservation or New England Antiquities) contributed valuable 

intormation and advice in an interview in Boston, July 3l. 

On the Cape, Hon. Silas Clerk of Wellfleet assisted in many 

generous instances, going with me to see buildings, performing 

introductions, and looking up documentary material on individual 

buildings. He has very kindly offered to help with this resurch 

1n the future. Miss Elizabeth Freeman, of' Wellneet, also 

ahowed me the way to several remote houses and arranged permission 

to inspect others. Mr. Thomas Kane and Mrs. Ruth Dyer, of Truro, 

(both knowledgeable 1n local history and familiar with local 

archives) ottered usetul inf'omation and turther help 1n the 



\ 

tuture ,. The photographs were taken by Mr. Cervin Robinson or 

New York, who, having done excellent work ror HJ.BS before, stuck 

to a high atandard ot quality despite adverse weather conditions. 

4. 



II. INJENT<BY or Btrn.pJN(t, 

With the exception of. the Cape Cod Lighthoua all 

the building& included in this survey ( in the propoeed 1Brk area) 

are privately-owned dwellings, used either as seasonal or 

permanent residences. Therefore, anitting the lighthouse, the 

statistics in the following tables refer exclusively to houses. 

5. 

At several ot these houses interesting or old outbuildings still 

exist; however, no attempt 11'88 made to catalog ancilla:ey structures. 

The f'ollow:Lng figures thus represent individual houses with 

whatever appurtenances still remain at eacb--i.e., the surviving 

hanesteada of an earlier ere. 

The criteria for including buildings 1n the survey 

were age and architectural character. These factcrs had to be 

appraised visually, for the Barnstable Cotmty deed records were 

destroyed by fire 1n 1827 and documented dates of' conatruction 

are very rare on Cape Cod. Nevertheless, the character of' the 

houses reveals a gradual evolution tran a simple eighteenth­

centlll"3' cottage type to its Greek Revival descendant. The sequence 

is evident but not yet tixed chronologically, although the moat 

reliable verbal sources (e.g • ., Mr. Olark, Mrs. Dyer) indicate 

that houses betraying Greek intluence were constructed 1n the 

183()'s and 1840'•· 

By 18,0 Truro and Welltleet had att ained their greatest 

prosperity and population, declining steadily afterwards until the 

influx of "summer people" in recent years. Thi process is 

reflected architecture~: af'ter the Greek Revival there 1a 

only nondescript, poor building (except occaa:lanally 1n the 



town centers), and little of it, until the appearance of sumer 

houses. 'l'heretore, the date ca. 18,0 was established a e 

tenn1DYI mat .sma mil• All th houses included in the survey 

thus show the Greek Revival, o its coeval inf'luence, or belong 

cnnhere earlier in the evident tylistic sequenc • >&,st of 

the doubtles date £ran the timt halt ot the nineteenth 

century; perhaps halt a dozen frcn the eighteenth oentU17J 

probably none earlier than mid-eighteenth century. 

o ru.in8 re included in the survey. Only hous 

which are intact and habitable, and 1n which pre-18,0 architec­

tural character is still via1bl -, were counted. Many bave 

later additions (usually lls), and sane have been modified 

(by the addition or dormers or other cond-sto:cy windows); 

6. 

,yet they re counted it the early orlginal lines ot th building 

are still plainly evident. In general these houses were ~riainally 

the cottag ot termer, of fishermen; aane ot the later larger ones 

were sea-captains' hous s. 

re re these house located? 'l"he boundaries ot 

t!J.e proposed park have already been drnn so as to exclude the 

greatest number ot old bous s, which are D)St numerous 1n the 

existing or to:rmer town centers and along the old roads. i thin 

the area of th propca ed eaahore there are none in Provincetown 

on the north and none 1n Chatham and Orleans on the outh; they 

are all 1n Truro, ellfl.eet, and Ea them, over halt bing in 

Truro alone. 

They are found along the Old King's Highway near 

orth Truro and "'Jlle highlands" and along 'th old roads leading 

trom Truro to the "Back Shore" (Atlantic side): Long Nook and 
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and Higgins Hollow roads, the roads on either side or the Pamet 

River. On the Bay aide they ere clustered near the former 

center ot South Truro, especially in the vicinity ot ~der Beach 

Road and about the junction ot Prince Valley and Old County 

roads. On the Bay side ot 'lelltleet they are i'olllld on Bound 

Brook Island (near the earlier center ot the town), along 

Pama Point Road, and, to the eeat, along Gull land Road and 

nortlrnrd among the "Seven Ponds." In Eastham they are along 

old Nauaet Road. 

The following tables and the attached mapl w:Lll 

indicate the clustered location o£ the houses. By actual count 

there are 6, ot them. It 1s possible that a tew in eastern 

Wellneet were missed, and., since only 90% coverage is claimed, 

there may be as many as tive more. Therefore., to err inaatety, 

say 70 habitable houses pre-18,0 in the proposed park -area in 

Truro, Welltleet, end Eastham. 

Historic Houses yitb;1p ,Area ot ~ed Seashore 
(proceeding North to South 

TRURO - Old llng's Highway at Highland Road 
Long Nook Road 
Higgins Hallow Rood 
Pamet Road North 
Pamet Road South 

Total, East or Boote 6 
Prince Valley Road 
Old County Road 
}cyder Beach Rd. & "Pump Log Point" 

Total, West ot Route 6 

TOT.AL, Truro 

3 
4 
6 
9 
8 

2 
3 
g 

13 

43 



UI.Ll"LEET - Gull Pond Road to Herring Pond 
Lake Pond Road 

Total, East or Route 6 

Bound Brook Island Road 
Pamet Point Road 

Total, West or Route 6 

TOT.AL, Wellneet 

E.ASTIWJ: - Nauset Road, being the total 

GRAND TOT.AL, by count 

Addition.a, estimated 
mTIMA!ED GB.AND TOT.AL 

Historic Houses yitb:ln Area ot Proposed Seashore 
Summary 

West or Rte. 6 East or Rte. 6 

Truro 13 30 

Wellf'les 8 8 

Eastham 0 6 

Total 21 44 

Estimated+ 

7 
1 

5 
3 

8 

8 

16 

6 
65 

' -70 

Total 

43 

16 

6 

65 

~ 
70 

a. 
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llI. N91'§ ON %HI c,&P! QCD B9!!CJM 

The "Cape Cod Houae,n or "Cape Cod Cottage," is 

doubtless one or the most w:ldely talked about and one of the 

most widely imitated building foma 1n the history of American 

architecture. Yet, there appears to be very litt1e serious 

literature on the s . Ject. This compounds our problem., tor 

9. 

it is precisely the ape Cod House" that will demand our att ntion, 

insofar aa historic 

national park on Ca 

a definitive euay 

may be uaet\tl. 

ructures are concerned, in the proposed 

Cod, Al thoogh it is too early to write 

the subject., a rew prel1.m1nary gleanings 

The earliest known use of the expression "Cape Cod 

cottage" or "Cape Cod house" 1s attributed (by Abbott Lowell 

Cumnings) to the Rev. Timothy Dwight, Trayels Through Ney 

England and New York, 1797 - 1820. This means, then, that by 

the beginning or the nineteenth century the "Cape Cod cottage" 

had already evolved into a distinctive, recognizable domestic 

type. As a building form peculiar to Cape Cod, it continued 

to attract the attention and comment of observant travellers., 

notably Henry David Thoreau, throughout the nineteenth century. 

It is therefore clear that this historical type was a 

manifestation of distinotive regionalism., or what ~1t 

properly be called "folk-building." That the Cape Cod cottage 

has came to be thought or as typically .American 1n the larger 

sense is simply a tribute to its ability to capture the 

imagination_. On Cape Cod there may be the opportunity to 

preserve a number of authentic examples. 
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The origin ot the Cape Cod cottage doubtless lies in 

the simplest danestic ·types or seventeenth century New England. 

Beginning ~t Sandwich in 1637, settlement and building gradually 

proceeded down the Cape; Truro na established in 1709. The 

surviving buildings auggest a dim1n1sh1ng scale or material and 

cultural proaperi. · as one proceeds down the Cape, so we can 

assume a provincial time-lag. For example, the 2 1/2 atory 

salt-box house ot the 17th and early 18th centuries does not 

exist below Brewster, precisely where the Lower Cape begins. 

In other words, while large houses weN becoming canmon at F.cymouth 

or Sandwich, the smallest type wee the best that could be afforded 

on Lower Cape Cod. 

The Cape Cod house apparently descends trom the seventeenth­

century story end a halt cottage, one room wide, with massive 

chimney; but, evolving in the 18th century, it characteristically 

has the later refinements or double-hung sash and panelled doors. 

The plan, however, remains essentially 17th century. Indeed 

the historian Shebnah Rich, Truro-Cape Cod Land M@rks and 

See Marks tl88J), says that the cottage one-room wide was 

called'la house." Usually there were two rooms on the ground 

story (no cellar in the earliest examples) with a "square 

chamber" in the garret above. On the tront, the doo was at 

the lett, with chimney behind it, and there were t1ro windows 

on the right, in the "east room", tor the house characteristically 

£aced south. 

A "house'' could be enlarged by adding a small chamber 

on the weat side thus producing a front with one window to the 
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left or the door and 'two to the right: "a house and a half'," 

acco~ to Rich. In this enlarged version a small chamber 

called the "boming room and a buttery could be included 

adjacent to the kitchen. This is the moat numerous type. The 

largest type was the "double houae," aymnetrical in plan, with 

two w:lndowa at each side o£ the front door, central chimney, 

and matching small chambers at eaoh end of' the kitchen. These 

basic vernacular types had apparently becane standardized by 

1he early nineteenth century, and, subjected to tew moditio tiona, 

can be recognized in the Greek translations of the 1840'•· 

.Atter about 18,0 they appear to have died out. 

Structurally, the Cape Cod house relates back to the 

17th century. Characteristica~ built ot "plant canatruction," 

the houae bad box-like frame, consisting primarily of' sills, 

corner posts, and plates (no studs); wide vertical planks 

were nailed to the outside face ot eill and plate. Shingl a, 

' or sanet:lmes clapboards, were nailed directly to the planks, 

and inside riven lath and plaster were applied directly to the 

planks, making a solid wall less than three inches thick. 

Window tram1a usually protrude on the exterior, 11hile the 

corner posta usually show on the interior. The root was similar, 

consisting of s1mple "trusses and pu.rlins (no ratters) with solid 

planling, to which the shingles 119re nailed. Wood-frame construction 

with studs and ratters appears to have been introduced in the 

1830 1s and is characteristic of the Greek Revival period. 
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PLATE l 

Wellfleet - Clara Rowell House , Gull Pond Road. 

Typically, the Lower Cape Cod cottage is nestled under 

the lee of a hill and faces south. The typical setting 

is now enclosed, and obscured from the road, by 

scrubby pines and oaks , which have mostly grom up 

in the past fifty years . 

---.,.., 
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PLATE 2 

Wellfleet - Clara Rowell House, Gull Pond Road. 

Present Owner: Miss Clara Rowell. 

Said by owner to date from 1731, it is probably 

mid-eighteenth century. This is the oldest appearing 

house and the most archaic t ype within the proposed 

park area, being a prime S-,Pecimen of a "house" , 

one room wide . Charact,e1--istic are the buttery at 

rear left, shingled walls, transom and 9/6 light 

sash. As .in other early exanples , the top of the 

window frame comes directly under the eaves. 

~ ...--...... 
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PLATE 3 

Wellfleet - Charles Gormley House~ Herring Pond Road 

Present Owner: Mr. Charles Gormley 

Visually dated to the 18JO's, this house is characterized 

by relatively high walls, which are typical of later 

houses. The pilasters and dentils also suggest the 

1830 1 s. This is a 11house and a halftr , with clapboards 

front and rear~ shingled sides. It is one of the few 

with a slight bow to .the roof, which also seems to come 

fairly late. The housing for the cellar stairs is 

typical. The cellars are usually circular, about 

ten feet in diameter, constructed of stone. 





PLATE 4 

Truro - Edward Wilson House, South Paniet Road. 

Present Owner: Mr . Edward Wilson. 

Apparently dating from the 18.JO ' s , this is a typical 

"house anu a half 11 , the most numerous kind, with all 

exterior walls shingled. It is partic.ularly will 

maintained, has additions at the rear . 





PLATE 5 

Truro - Cobb-Wheeler House, Prince Valley Road 

Presently used as a summer- rent,al cottage, this is a 

sriall uhouse and a hulf11 , vri:th clapboards front and 

shingled sides , measuring 24 f ee·t across the front 

by 23 feet deep . Usually the tthouse and a half" 

measures 26 to 28 f .ee·b across the front . This house 

appears to have been. built in the 18.30 1 s . The 

addition at the left is late 19th century, and 

there are further extensions behind it. This house 

is in as poo:r. condition as any in t he park area, 

yet it is structurally sound and occupied. The 

central chimney and fireplaces have been reDX>ved, 

al though the interior woodwork remains. The sashes 

and front door are· replacements. 





PLATE 

ellfleet - Alonzo Baker House~ Bound Brook Island Road. 

Present Ovmer: Han. Francis Biddle 

Soret~ owned b y Alonzo Baker, founder o£ the United 

Fl"Uit COIIXP8ll.Y1 this house is dated 1792 by the present 

owner, and it nay- prove to be late 18th or very early 

19th century. Ori~inally a uhou.se and a half", it 

hes been extended on both ends , and dormers have been 

added. The clopboards are apparently not original. 

T\10 oriJ?ino.l interiors survive, ( see Plates ? and 8) • 
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PLATE 7 

ellfleet - Alonzo Baker House , Bol.Ul.d Brook Island Road. 

Present Ovmer: Hon . Francis Bi ddle 

This view :ts t aken in the 11 east room" (now di ning room), 

·showing ·the mantel, panelling, six-panel door, rvainscoating, 

plastered walls and ceiling, random w:i.dth pine f loor, all 

of vvhich are typical . The floor il'lf!. appears butt-jointed 

with nails shovtlng, as :in other older houses on the Lower 

Cape . 





PLATE 8 

Wellfieet -- Alonzo Baker House, Bound Brook Island Road. 

Present Owner: Hon. Francis Biddle. 

This view shows the fireplace and oven in the original kitchen 

{now living room) 11• The arrangement is typical • The bookcase 

at the left is the original ld.tahen cupboard. 
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PLATE 9 

Wellfleet -- Josiah Higgins House, on the point between Gull 

Pond and Higgins Pond. 

Present Owner: Mrs. William H. Avery. 

The earliest know owner of this house was Josiah Higgins, who 

was living there .in 1840. It is believed that he built it, 

probably about 18.30, perhaps slightly earlier. It is a tt1double 

house0
, shingled on all sides. There have been some mdifications 

at the rear, although the original arrangement is plainly evident. 

M:>st of the· interior woodwork survives. The sashes are replacements. 





PLATE 10 

Truro -- House on Old King's Highw~ at the junction of the road 

to Highland Light. 

The present owner has not yet been ascertained., nor has the house 

been inspected internally. It is a shingled ua.ouble housett with 

early ells in characteristic arrangement. Judgi_ng the general form, 

and especially the relation of windows to eaves., it appears early 19th 

century. The window arrangement in the nsquare chamber" or the 

garret is typical of the early houses. There are Jocularly notes 

that the Cape-Codders seemed to have provided windows for adults and 

windows for children, sometimes windows for dogs. 





PLATE 11 

Truro-Lloyd House, North Pamet Road. 

Present ower: one Mr. Aiken. 

This house is closed mst of the time, and therefore has 

not been inspected internally. It is a shingled ndouble 

house1r with the external character of the late 18th century. 

It is believed to be the oldest house in Truro and thus 

requires further study . 
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PLATE 12 

Wellfleet -- George K. Higgins House, Bound Brook Island Road. 

Present owner: Mr. George K. Higgins. 

The earliest known occupants of this house were Thomas ,and Mercy Atwood (ancestors 

of the present owner), who, i n 1805, purchased II all the land • • • and half the 

Dwellinghouse now standing" from Thomas Holbrook and Solomon Higgins (original 

deed in possess.ion of owner) • The nucleus of the house certainly goes, back 

to ·midale of early 18th century .( the owner thinks 17th) • Originally it was 

a 0 house't ., consisting of the east (right hand) portion, which was later 

doubled., ·apparently after the transaction of 1805. The tteast room" and kitchen 

(pls. 13, 14) are particularly interesting. The present owner., who has occupied 

the house as a sunmer. residence since 1919,. has painstakingly repaired and 

preserved all the old work, so that this house is locally considered the purest 

specimen on Cape Cod. On the gro\ll'lds the owner has also reconstructed and furnished 

a typical country store and a barn (pls. 15., 16). He intends to leave the ensemble 

to some historical society for preservation after his death. 

li.Jl... In order to secure permission to photograph it was necessary to promise 

the owner that these photographs (pls. 12 - 16) would not be published or used 

in publicity of any kind • 
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PLATE 13 

Wellfleet - George K. Higgins House, Botmd Brook Island Road 

Present owner: Mr. George K. Higgins 

The "east room", showing early 18th century character of beams, 

fireplace, panelling, and wainscoting. Walls and ceiling are 

plaster. The china cupboard, to the left of the fireplace , 

and the doors to kitchen and "borning room" are t ypical o. 

early Cape Cod houses. 

N. B. This photograph is not to be published or used for 

publicity of any kind. 





PLATE 14 

Wellfleet - George K. Higgins House, Bound Brook Island Road 

Present owner: :Mr • . George K. Higgins 

View in the kitchen, shmving fireplace, o:ven, mantel and 

cupboard. Walls and ceiling are plaster. The mall by the 

"borni.ng room" is vertical plank co11st,ruction. 

N, B. This ,photogi"aph is no·~ be published or used. in 

publicity of any kind. 





PLATE 15 

··ell.fleet - George K. Higgins House , Bound Brook Island. Road. 

"
0 sent mmer : rHr . George K. Higgins 

Interior of a t~/p ical co1IDtry s tove reconstructed in 1949 

on the 1rrounds of the Higgins House and maintained as a 

privat e exhibit . 

··• B. Thia photogx·aph is not to be published or used 

in publicity of any kind . 



( 



PLATE 16 

!ellfleet - George K. Higgins House , Botmd Brook Island Road. 

~sent owne1:: ivll"' . George IC . Higgins 

I nterior of a t:vpical New England barn recanstrcted i11 1925 

on t h _ ~ ~i g~ins House and maintained as a 

- .:vate exhibit . 

N. B. This photograph is not to be published or used in 

or any kinl.,L . 





PLATE 17 

Truro - "Captain ' s House11 on Old King ' s Highway at the 

Junction of High.land Road . 

It has no·t yet been possible t o det ermine the histo.r·y or 

mmership of' this building, v!h.ich is vai;ant and locked up . 

However, it appears in sound condition, 2..nd much of the 

in.ter·ior , Io()dr;ork appears t o have survi ved . This building 

is an 9Xa.tii:ple of the t ype J.mown on Lower Cape Cod as a 

ircaptain ' s house" , since early in t.he 1 century a 1·ew 

sea captains built houses after the manner of the Federal 

St yle . This is the only such example in the area of the 

proposed seashore . 



( 



PLATE l 

Wellfleet - Silas Clark House, Pan1et Point Road. 

Present owner: Hon. Silas Clark 

This house, dated ca . 1840, represents the Greek Revival 

version of the tro.di tional Ce.pe Cod ,, doubl e house" . The 

kitchen ell, on t.he right, is origi nal and t ypical of the 

later , larger houses . There have been some interior 

modifications here , and the original mantels have been 

replaced. 





P .. Ti 19 

r - o - C pe Co 1· ~ t hou , co nly c ~11 d 

Lig_ t ·1 • A br ~..; structure, erecte · r 5 7, 

r p. c n a s · . ilar l igl1thouse of 1797, f.ln.cb re.s t h e 

firs t on Cape Cod. 
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