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HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT
PART I

HENRY GRAY TOUSE
Wellfleet, Mass.

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA SECTION

fuilding Number 1049

Henry Gray lHouse

Attached PCP of proposed wvork

Fstimated cost of the work is 84,800,

House is the residence of the Seashore superintendent,

Attached photos of residence with drawings.

Cape Cod National Seashore

Superintendent

June 1064



Form 1¢-411

| UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Rev. 2/62))

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
PROJECT CONSTRUCTION PROPOSAL

ement of requirements ed work and consfruction data, justification etc.
- ¥8'rS fouse, acquired tarough our land aeq: wisition "

program, has been designated to serve as txe
Saperintendent's residence., It is necessary
extensive work be done to bring this house to an
acceptable stendard, This work, incluoding the complete
rehabilitation of the present heating system, is of
such magnitude that it eculd not be undertaken

by normal maintenance procedures,

that

Length
Finished width shoulder to shoulder

Surfacing or Pavin

(Use additional sheets as necessary.)

Miles

2. Land Status (if Govt.-owned, what agency), Water Rights, Research, Etc.

All government owmed (National Park Serviee).

-

¥
~ PCP Data Prepared by (Name, [4. Cross-reference PCP’s to this 6. CLASS ESTIMATE 4 000
i o === g VUL
[rfle ﬁDOtg. Cungtavson i Construction.....cceuueens $ ’
—Loﬂtl&é&?@—trre-}-}ifrm— PCP numbers of previously Pslans, S.urveys, & 60
3/1:.;/‘_;4 osmploiod persluns: Upervision......coeeeens
Gl 240
Contingencies............
5. ‘Construction by: 4 din
. c % SUB TOTAL fhs 800
Day Labor ontract
U Exhibits, Audio-Visual
Work supervised by: Installations, etc.......
D 5 4 (')n“
Park /" / Res.// oie S [~/ GRAND TOTAL |$ '
T DISTRIBUTION OF COPIES 8 ec7mmended by Park O"ICO (Slgncfure, title, date)
No To Robert I', Gibbes, Superiptendent 310664
i mirector
1 Reg, Dir, ’ NE 9. Arproved by Reguonal Office (ngna’un, Hf’e, date)
1 | Superintendent « B Christenson ey 8, 1064
2 Chief, EODC
]0 Bevnewed by D&C Field Office (Signature, Title, Dafe) )
5/ Vineent N. Mauro, Project Controel (fficer 5/2."&/64
11. Locatied WithinaArea or Termini 12. Mastec.Plan No. 13. Bldg. or Rt. # and Sec.
1049
NMtiRegion |15, (Rerks Cod National Seashore
"7 Project Harnstable
Rehabilitation of NMenry oray house Z10-40 17. PCP Index No.
i HasadCavntrits
18. P.S. & S. by x
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CLASS /7 (A) - Estimate based on working drawings
CLASS /_/ (B) - Estimate based on preliminary plans
CLASS D (C) - Estimate based on similar facilities in other parks
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Cost
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Construction,.............
Plans, Surveys, and""
Supervision..... aabveone -

Contingencies............

SUB TOTAL
Exhibits, Aud.-Vis.
Installations, Etc.......

GRAND TOTAL

3185
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The Henry Gray House, Wellfleet, Massachusettis

A, Local tradition and hearsay regarding structure

This frase house, in (Greek Revival style "A", was the first private
property purchased by the U/, S, Government for the Cape Cod National
Seashore, (nly the small center section of the house is old, this dating
from about 1880, According to local residents, the original house appears
to have been moved to its present site from South Trure. A Mrs., Mabel
Ripder of Wellfleet (in her 80°'s) is ome authority for this statement——she
also says that when she was a child, the house was lmown as the lHenry Gray |

house, On page 73 of an Atlas, Barnstable County, published by George i,
Walker Co, 1830, shows the present house location and the name "I, Gray,"

B, Architeet, Pesigner and Builder
As is 8o often the case of a lower Cape Cod house, the original builder
cannot be determined., Ile probably copied from other houses of gimilar

design and construction,

C. Successive structural changes

Changes made in the original, old center seetion, before additions
(wings) were added, are not known at this time, but there were unquestionably
minor changes made through the years as the house has had a series of owners,
Two major additions have been made since 1900: a West wing, added about
1900, and an Bast wing, added in 1040-1041, Both of these wings carried out
the design of the original structure, using wide cornices, clapboard walls
and wide corner boards with steeply pitched roofs,

There are 9 rooms in all, plus a studio in the attie, Under the original
part of the house is an anthentic Cape Cod cellar, cylindrical shape, 5 feet

high, 10 feet in diameter (briek walls),



D, HRecent history of the property
At least three people besides llenry Gray have owned this house: Eliza-
beth Austin, Mr, Hen Wolf, and Mr, Ned Lehac, who sold the properiy to the

U, 5, Government.

E. Closing Historical Statement

In spite of the fact that inevitable changes have been made in the
remaining old section of this house, particularly in recent years, and that
the case for considering the entire structure as historie has been weakened
by the extensive wing additions, it has been decided that the old center
section warrants retention of the llenry Gray house in the HAIS list, It
is an atbractive dwelling in a fine location and its present use as a

residence by the park superintendent will be econtinuned,
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T}ao lienry Gray illouse
Architeetural Data

A, Structural and architectural design

1, The center section of this house, approximately 100years old, may be
referred to as Greek Hevival, "A" gtyle., The two major wings, added since
1900, have been done in the style of the original seetion with an entrance
door and two windows adjoining it on the front gable end and two windows
above, on the second floor, serving a bedroom and the stair hall,

ixterior: This building is 13-2 storey, with four gable ends, The roof
has been shingled partly with new cedar wood, and some asphalt shingles,

The siding is white painted eclap-board, Gutters on the new wings are wood,
with metal downspouts, Front elevation, double hung wood windows with Ander-
son casement wood windows for the wings, In front of the kitchen wing is an
enclosed glass porch leading on to an open concrete terrace. An exterior
wooden stairway is placed at the end of the kitchen wing which serves the
attie window,

Interior: The interior of the original house is atiractively finished in
white pine trim; the mantel in the original dining room is done in this
fashion, Walls and ceilings are plastered, In the old center seetion,
flooring is soft pine, wide-planks which is to be seen in older houses on
the Cape, The new living room has a beamed ceiling with a height of 7% feet,
The EBast wing flooring is of eolonial fir, This wing contains a living
room and fireplace, with a master bedroom and bath on the second fleor,

The West wing has a kitechen, bath, laundry room (lst floor) and studio en
the second floor, The entire house has nine rooms plus a studio in the

attic, and has three baths.



2, Vxisting condition of hasic structure, exterior.
All exterior woodworik of the original house, and of the new wings,

is in good condition and needs ne major repairs,

3., Condition of basie strueture, interior.

Same as 2 above,
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