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"In passing through the Park I noticed with surprise the barrenness of most of 
the water in the Park. Besides the beautiful Shoshone and other smaller lakes 
there are hundreds of miles of as fine streams as any in existence without a 
fish of any kind ... I hope ... to see all of these waters so stocked that the 
pleasure-seeker in the Park can enjoy fine fishing within a few rods of any 
hotel or camp". 

C�ptain Boutelle typified the philosophical basis for the early fish stocking 
activity in Yellowstone. That philosophy however, made a number of subsequent 
radical changes. Five.periods can readily be identified between 1881 and 1980:

Period 1 1881-1909 .. 

Dur�ng this.period, initia� introductions of non-native species (occasionally
native species) were made into waters previously fishless. Such plants were 
infrequent and generally involved relatively small numbers of small sized fish. 
Because of the lack of competition from existing species, the majority of these 
plants were successful. 

In 1881, Col. P. W. Norris accomplished the first stocking in the Park. Apparently 
he and his men were involved in reducing the population of spawners (for their 
table) in the small inlet stream to Trout Lake. When they obtained what they 
needed, they transplanted cutthroat trout into "Longfellow's and other adjacent 
ponds, which, although as large .•• are destitute of them". -..... 

The first fishes from outside the Park were planted in 1889, when brook trout 
were placed into the fishless reaches of the upper Firehole and rainbow trout in 
the upper Gibbon River. The following year (1890) two highly significant and 
successful plants were made when Loch Leven brown trout and lake trout were stocked 
in Lewis and Shoshone Lakes. 

Period 2 1910-1919 

For reasons not entirely clear, this was a period of inactive stocking. I 
suspect that reproduction in the native populations·and the natural expansion of 
newly introduced fishes into previously fishless waters (and downstream into 
waters containing native populations) was sufficient to satisfy the small but 
growing numbers of anglers using the Park. Also, the change in the administration 
of Yellowstone from the U.S. Army to the newly created National Park Service 
during this period could have retarded activities. 

Period 3 1920-1935 

Two events or factors strongly influenced fish stocking during this period. By 
1920, there is strong evidence that fishermen, biologists and Park administrators 
had a growing apprehension about the deteriorating state of fish populations in 
the more accessible (largely roadside) waters. At about the same time, the 
methods of transporting small fish by pack stock·were refined and the practice of 
transporting and planting eyed eggs was also in vogue. Consequently, many
previously fishless stream headwaters and back-country lakes received introductions 
during this period. In addition, certain heavily fished accessible waters began
to receive almost annual planting for pit-grow-and-take purposes; a "new" concept 
for Yellowstone.

-II-

Period 4 1936-1955 

A formal policy for Park stocking was established in 1936 and significantly 
altered fisheries activities. Briefly, the policy stated that: 

1. Non-native fish shall not be stocked into waters containing
native fish.

2. Propagation of native species for stocking shall not be encouraged.
3. Distribution of non-native species shall not be expanded.
4. No artificial lake or stream improvements shall be made.
5. Introduction of non-native aquatic fish food organisms shall

not be made.
6. Selected waters shall be left barren of'fish.

For the time, these were radical ideas that materially affected fish stocking. 
It did not, however, change the practice of put�grow-and-take maintenance 
stocking of many roadside waters and, in fact, two new practices were added: 
infrequent, though significant, "secret" or unauthorized plantings into 
selected back-country waters were made and, in the early 1940's, the stocking 
of catchable sized trout for put-and-take purposes began. 

Period 5 1956-1980 

By 1956, the philosophies of Park management, fisheries manageme�t, �nd fishing
were evolving.in a new direction. Fish stocking of nearly any kind 1n natural 
areas of the National Park system fell into disfavor as managers looked to 
natural reproduction of wild populations with coincident reductions in liberal 
creel limits. To a large extent, fishermen embraced the idea of fishing for fun 
rather than for full creels. 

As a consequence, the last fish plants for put-grow-and-take, put-and-take, and 
new introductions into fishless waters occurred in 1955. Thereafter fish planting 
in Yellowstone was officially limited to the restoration of the Park's native 
species, or in some cases, for the preservation of distinctive subspecies and/or 
genotypes. 

Between 1881 and 1980, over 310 million fish were stocked in Yellowstone Park. 
This total, broken down by species, is as follows: 

Native Species: 
Cutthroat trout 
Montana grayling 
Mountain whitefish 

Non-native Species: 
Lake trout 
Brook trout 
Brown trout 
Rainbow trout 
Landlocked (At�antic) salmon 
Coho salmon 
Cutthroat x Rainbow hybrid 
Black bass 

Unknown Species (In all cases 
thought to be cutthroat trout) 

252,977,515 
36,684,678 

14,000 

47,915 
1,674,345 
5,273,526 
9,013,123 

14,000 
49,880 

53 
750 

4,842,000 

Subtotal 

Subtotal 

Subtotal 

Grand Total 

289,676,393 

16,073,592 

4,842,000 

I 

• . ._.. . 

310,591�985. 





U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 1898 - i911. Station 
Records, Spearfish National Fish Hatchery. Numerous volumes located at McNenny 
NFH, South Dakota. 

1 

Yellowstone Park fishery activities were staged from Spearfish NFH 
between 1898 - 1911. These records have some original planting re­
cords not found in other material. 

Yellowstone Lake, Yellowstone River 

U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service. 1911 - 1921. Station 
Records, Bozeman National Fish Hatchery. Numerous volumes located at the Bozeman 
Fish Cultural Development Center. Montana. 

  Total Planted: 1940: 5,220 Cutthroat 

Yellowstone Park Fishery activities were staged from the Bozeman 
NFH between 1911 - 1921. These records have original plantings 
records not found in other material. 

U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 1922 - 1957. Station 
Records, Lake Hatchery, Yellowsotne National Park. Annual Reports located in 
Yellowstone Aquatic Library. Yellowstone N.P. 

These records contain most of the Park stockings between 1922 - 1957. 

U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service. 1934 - 1979. Mis­
cellaneous Correspondance. On file, USFWS Yellowstone Aquatic Library, Yellow-
stone N.P. 

An occasional planting was detailed in these memoranda or letters 
and were never compiled into another listing. 

Validity 

** 

Lewis 

 

Validity 

** 

Mon 

7 31 

Species 
Stocked 

BS 

River, Snake River 

1939: 5,550 Cutthroat 

Species 
Mon Day Stocked 

10 BS 

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service (prior to 1916, U.S. Army). 
1872 -1938. Yellowstone Park Superintendent's Annual and Superintendent's Month! 

Reports. Bound Volumes, Yellowstone Research Library, Manunoth, Yellowstone Nation·

Size 

EE 

Size 

H 

 Planted: 1895-1937: 16,200 Rainbow; 50,000 Between 1872 and about 1909, these reports furnished the most com­
plete annual accounts of the planting activities. Thereafter, 
stocking became more commonplace and complex, and only abbreviated 
summaries were published. 

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service. 1899 - 1979. Miscellane 
Correspondance. On file, USFWS Yellowstone Aquatic Library, Yellowstone National 
Park. 

Validity 

** 

** 

** 

� 

7 
7 
7 

Species 
Day Stocked Size 

rbt 
rbt fing 
gray fry 
gray fry 

Fish Species 
Historic: 

Number 

5,220 

Fish 

Number 

5,550 

Present: 

Hatchery 

Lake 

Species 
Historic: 
Present: 

Hatchery 

Lake 

Fish Species 
Historic: 
Present: 

Grayling 

Number Hatchery 

1,000 
15,200 Bozeman 
35,000 Grebe L 
24,000 Grebe L 

Until about 1970, this correspondance file was kept in the office of 
the Chief Ranger, Yellowstone Park. It includes memoranda, letters, 
and fish stocking reports detailing plantings in the Park. These are 

in 1915 says the "plant failed" in that year. 

the best USNPS records of Park stocking between about 1920 - 1957. 

U.S. Army. 1889 - 1914. 
Archive Document No. 168. 

Memoranda of fish planted in Yellowstone Park waters. 
Research Library, Mammoth. Yellowstone N.P. 

This is the ledger the Army kept of Park fish plants for the years 
indicated. With a few exceptions, it represents the definitive 
account for the period. 
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Cutthroat 
Cutthroat 

Egg 
Source 

YSL 

Fishless 

• 

Other 

� 

Fish less (? )"

Egg 

Source 

YSL 

Fishless 
Brook Trout 

Egg 
Source 

Other 

Other 

ALDER LAKE
SONYEW: 0147
Drainage:

Year

 1940

 

ASTER LAKE
SONYEW: 1910

Total Planted:

Year
1939

BEAVER LAKE
SONYEW: 1095

Drainage: Obsidian Creek, Yellowstone River

Total

Year

1951
1928
1935
1937

Report



BEULA LAKE 

SONYEW: 1715 
Drainage: Falls River 

Total Planted: 1920-1944: 

Year Validity Mon 

19201 > ** 8 
1935 * 8 

1936 * 8
1936 8
1937 ** 8
1938 ** 7
1939 ** 7
1940 ** 7
1941 ** 7
1944 * 7

l)superintendant's Report

BLACKTAIL ·PONDS 
SONYEW: 0900 

Fish Species 
Historic: Fishless 
Present: Cutthroat 

1,252,832 Cutthroat 

Species Egg 
Day Stocked Size Number Hatchery Source 

BS 7,PQO Lake YSL 

20 nat 1 25,000 Lake YSL 

. 7 nat 1 25,000 Lake YSL 

nat EE 100,000 Lake Park waters 
BS EE 125,000 Lake YSL 

BS EEi. 300,000 Lake YSL 

BS EE 100,000 Lake YSL 
8 BS EE 300,118 Lake YSL 

11 BS EE 150,654 Lake YSL 
BS EE 120,060 Lake YSL 

for 1920 states Beula Lake was fishless prior to this stocking. 

Fish Species 
Historic: 

Drainage: Blacktail Deer Creek, Yellowstone River Present: 
Cutthroat 

Brook Trout 

Total Planted: 1939-1957: 10,500 Brook; 27,888 Cutthroat; 53 Cutthroat x Rainbow 

Species Egg 
Year Validity Mon Day Stocked Size Number Hatchery Source Other 

1939 Brook 2lj 500 Bozeman 
1940 5 15 BS x rbt adult 53 Trout L

1945 * Brook 3 s,ooo Emigrant 
1946 Brook 2\ 5,000 Emigrant 
1956 8 Cutt fry 5,040 
195

71)
8 Cutt fry 22,848 

1980 * 8 15 Cutt 6 200 Bear Creek 

l) Adult fish transplanted from Bear Creek (Turbid Lake)
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Fish Species 
Historic: Fishless 
Present: Fishless 

1918-1931: 126,000 + some portion of 600,000 Cutthroat �·,- .. 

Species Egg 
Validity Mon Day Stocked Size Number Hatcheri: Source ·?;.. Other 

BS some.portion of 600,000 planted in 
Trout Lake 

** 7 7 BS EE 25,000 Park waters 
BS EE 20,000 
BS EE 50,000 
BS EE 25,000 

* 10 5 nat 4 3,000 Mammoth pools 
nat 3 3,000 

881. This lake may have been one of those planted this year by Supt. Norris, who
ransplanted spawners from Trout· Lake, to "Longfellow's and other adjacent ponds."

("the Lake und�r Sepulcher Mtn.") 

           Reese Creek, Yellowstone River 

Total Planted: 1912-1929: 14,000 Brook; 300,000 

Species 
Validity � Day Stocked � 

Brook 
Brook fry 
BS EE. 
BS EE 

' 

Fish Species 
Historic: 
Present: 

Fishless 
Fishless 

Cutthroat 

Egg 
Number Hatcheri Source 

7,000 Bozeman 
7,000 Bozeman 

150,000 
150,000 

eport for 1912 states that this lake had "never been stocked before. 11 Report 
915 states "results of (1912) plant unknown." 
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for 

Other 

BUCK LAKE1

***********
************
************

SONYEW: 0695

Drainage: Soda Butte Creek, Yellowstone River

Year

1918

1925
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931

CACHE LAKE

SONYEW: 1125
Drainage:

1912
1913
1928
1929

Year



CASCADE LAKE 
SONYEW: 0350

Drainage: Cascade Creek, Yellowstone River 

Total Planted: 1928-1955: 50,000 Blackspotted (?);

Species 
Year Validity Mon Day Stocked Size 

1928 BS? fing 
1933 ** 7 3 Gray fry 
1934 ** 6 5 Gray fry 
1935 ** 7 5 Gray fry 
1936 ** 6 19 Gray fry 
1937 ** 7 Gray fry 
1938 ** 6 Gray EE 
1938 Gray EE 

1939 ** 6 Gray fry 
1940 ** 6 20 Gray fry 
1941 ** 6 28 Gray fry 
1942 7 9 Gray fry 
1942 ** 7 6 Gray AF 

1943 * Gray fry 
1949 ** 6 25 Gray AF 
1950 ** 7 11 Gray fry 
1951 * 7 4 Gray fry 
1951 7 Gray AF 
1952 * 6 29 Gray fry 
1952 6 Gray AF 
1953 7 7 Gray EE 
1954 * 7 1 Gray AF, 
1955 * 7 3 Gray EE 

1)Another source lists the number as 59,500.

CHIPMUNK LAKE 
SONYEW: believed to be 0159 
Drainage: Chipmunk Creek, Yellowstone Lake 

Total Planted: 1929: 700,000 Cutthroat 

Species 
Year Validity Mon Day Stocked Size 

1929 Cutt fing 
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Fish Species 
Historic: Fishless 
Present: Cutthroat, Grayling 

2,456,579 Grayling 

Egg 
Number Hatchery Source 

50,000 
100,000 Grebe 
210,000 Grebe 
245,000 Grebe 
100·,ooo Grebe 
62,sool) Grebe 

125,000 Grebe 
375,000 Grebe 

100,000 Grebe 
54,720 Grebe 
50,373 Grebe 

100,000 Grebe 
200,000 Grebe 
73,986 Grebe 
50,000 Grebe 

550,000 Grebe 
50,000 Grebe 
50,000 Grebe 
50,000 Grebe 
50,000 Grebe 

100,000 Grebe 
50,000 Grebe 
55,000 Grebe 

Fish Species 
Historic: 
Present: 

L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

Cutthroat 
Cutthroa_t 

Egg 

Other 

Shared wi 
Sepulcher, 
Mammoth 
Wolf Lakes 

Number Hatchery Source Other 

700,000 

Drainage: Yellowstone River

Total Planted: 1929: 400,000 

Validity Mon Day 

Yellowstone Rvier 

1930 & 1939: 

Validity Mon Day 

** 

** 

Cutthroat 

Species 
Stocked 

Cutt 

20,000 Rainbow 

Species 
Stocked 

rbt 
rbt 

LER LAKE (name no longer in use) 
EW: location unknown 

inage: unknown 

al Planted: 1925: 25,000 Cutthroat 

Species 
Validity Mon Day Stocked 

Fish Species 
Historic: Fishless 
Present: Fishless (?) 

Egg 
Size Number Hatchery Source Other 

fing 400,000 

Fish Species 
Historic: Fishless 
Present: Fishless 

Egg 
Size Number Hatchery Source Other 

4-5 10,000 Mammoth pools 
3 10,000 

Fish Species: Unknown 

Egg 
Size Number Hatchery Source Other 

** 7 7 BS EE 25,000 Park waters 

YEW: 2010, 2011 
ainage: Shoshone Lake, Lewis River 

Fish Species 
Historic: 
Present: 

al Planted: 850,000 Cutthroat; unknown number of Rainbow 

Fishless 
Fishless 

Egg 
Species

Stocked 

Validity Mon
Day

Size Number Hatchery Source 
r 

rbt unknown 
BS 850,000 

later documents, this plant was reportedly made in "DeLacy Creek." 
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Other 

CLEAR LAKE
SONYEW: 0366

CREVICE LAKE
SONYEW: 095

1930
1931

DULLER LAKE

1925

DELACY LAKE

1895

1912



DELUSION LAKE 
SONYEW: 0207 

··J

Drainage: Yellowstone Lake, Yellowstone River 

Total Planted: 1922: 14,000 Cutthroat 

Year Validity 

1922 * 

Mon 

8 

Day 

12 

DOE LAKE (name no longer in use) 
SONYEW: location unknown 
Drainage: unknown 

Species 
Stocked 

nat 

Total Planted: 1930: 3,000 Cutthroat 

Size 

fry 

-Fish Species
Historic: 
Present: 

Fishless 
Fishless 

Number Hatchery 
Egg 

Source 

14,000 

Fish Species: Unknown 

ELEANOR LAKE 

SONYEW: 0111
ear Creek, Yellowstone Lake

Total 
Planted: 

Validity 

DAWN LAKE 

** 

** 

1913 & 1920: 33,000 Cutthroat 

Mon 

8 

Species 
Stocked 

BS 

BS 

Size 

Fish Species 
Historic: 
Present: 

Fishless (most years) 
same 

Number 

28,5.00 
4,500 

Hatchery 

Thumb 
Lake 

Egg 
Source 

YSL 

YSL 

Fish Species 
Historic: 
Present: 

Fishless 
Brook Trout 

Other 

Species 
Stocked 

Egg 

SONYEW: 1005 
Drainage: Falcon Creek, Yellowstone River 

Total Planted: 1937: 12,488 Cutthroat 
Year Validity Mon Size Number Hatchery Source Other 

1930 * 

DUCK LAKE 
SONYEW: 0222 

10 nat 4 

Drainage: Yellowstone Lake, Yellowstone River 

Total Planted: 1903-19383): 

Year Validity Mon Day 

1903 * 

1905 ** 

1906
1)

** 

1908 * 

1912 * 

1938 * 

31,600 Brown; 540,�00 

Species 
Stocked Size 

BS 

BS 
BS 

LL Salmon 
BS 2yBrown Trout 

3,000 Manunoth pools -

Fish Species 
Historic: 
Present: 

Fishless 
Fishless 

Cutthroat; 2,000 LL Salmon 

Egg 

Number Hatchery Source 

290,000 Thumb YSL 
200,000 Thumb YSL 
115,000 Thumb YSL 

2,000 Bozeman 
50,000 Thumb YSL 
31,600 

!)Archives document No. 168 reported some of the 2,000 went into tributaries of 
Yellowstone Lake.2)Lake was successfully poisoned in 1967 to remove the threat of brown trout con-

3)taminating Yellowstone Lake.
Smith and Kendall reported brown trout abundant in 1919. They speculate the land
locked salmon plant may have in fact been all or part brown trout. Except for the
possibility of an unofficial plant, their speculation may be factual.
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Other 

Validity 

7 * 

Mon 

8 

Species 
Stocked 

BS 

FEATHER LAKE 
SONYEW: 1538 
Drainage: Firehole River, Madison River 

Size 

AF 

Number Hatchery 
Egg 

Source 

12,488 Ennis 

Fish Speices 
Historic: 
Present: 

Fishless 
Fishless 

Other 

Total Planted: 1895-1955: 500 Black Bass; 12,500 Cutthroat; 47,576 Rainbow 

r 

1895

1936

1940
1940
1940l

1941
1945 

1946 
1947

1948 
1953

1954

1955 

Validity 

** 

* 

** 

** 

** 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Mon 

9 

6 
8 
7 

6 
6 
6 
6 

4 

26 
5 

23

21 
11 
18 
17 

Species 
Stocked 

Black Bass 

rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
BS 

rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 

Size 

1�-2 
1-3
4-5
AF
1-1�
3 

4 
3 
1-3
yrlg
yrlg
yrlg

Number 

500 

3,060 
8,000 
1,500 

12,500 
10,000 

4,750 
2,000 
5,760 
9,500 
1,000 
1,000 
1,006 

stocked in Feather Lake, meant for Midway Lake. 

Hatchery 

Bozeman 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Lake 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 

Egg 
Source Other 

- "Four upper
basin lakes"

YSL 

- "Picnic area•·
- "Picnic area•·

Year

1913
1920

Year

1937



FOSTER LAKE 
SONYEW: 06 72

Drainage: Lamar River, Yellowstone River 

Total Planted: 1931: 2,500 Rainbow 

Year Validity Mon 

1931 **** 8 15 

GAME RANCH POND (RESERVOIR). 
SONYEW: 1120 

Species 
Stocked 

rbt 

Size 

8 

Drainage: Landslide Creek; Yellowstone River 

Total Planted: 1937 & 1941: 52,112 Cutthroat 

Year 

1937 
1941 

Validity Mon 
Species 
Stocked 

BS 

BS 

Size 

AF 
AF 

-8-

Fish Species 
Historic: 
Present: 

Fishless 
Fishless 

Number 

2,500 

Hatchery 
Egg 

Source 

Mammoth pools 

Fish Species 
Historic: Creek presumably 

Cutthroat 
Fishless Present: 

Nwnber 

27,122 
25,000 

Hatchery 

Ennis 
Lake 

Egg 
Source 

YSL 

Other1

MOOSE LAKE

SONYEW: 1535 
Dra age: Firehole River, Madison River

Fish Species 
Historic: 
Present: 

Fishless 
Rainbow Trout 

Tota lPn
anted: 1925-1955: Unknown nwnber Black Bassl); 12,500 Cutthroat; 

42,000 Loch Leven; 195,231 Rainbow 

3 

9 

0 

0 

o2) 
l 

l 

2 

2 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

3 

4 
s 

s 

Validity 

* 

** 
** 
** 
** 
** 
** 
** 
** 
** 
* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

Mon 

7 

7 

9 

7 

8 

6 

8 

7 

7 

7 

4 

9 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

16 

15 
26 
28 

2 
1 

29 

30 
22 

4 

11 

18 
17 
20 

Species 
Stocked Size 

rbt fry 
Loch Leven fing 

Loch Leven 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
BS 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 
rbt 

rbt 
rbt 
rbt 

3 

1 
1-3

4-5
AF
5�
4

4

3

3

3

3

4

3

1-3
yrlg 

yrlg 
>6
>6

Nwnber 

40,000 
28,600 

13,400 
48,500 
25,000 
5,800 

12,500 
2,055 
5,400 
7,200 
4,539 
8,000 
6,000 
5,000 
3,000 
5,760 
9,500 
2,000 

2,000 
1, °075 
1,002 

Hatchery 

Bozeman 
Bozeman 

Bozeman 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Lake 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Bozeman 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 

Ennis 
Ennis 
Ennis 

Egg 
Source Other 

"Fountain 
District" 

Trout L 

YSL 

"Picnic 
Area" 

"N end" 

n 1895 Goose Lake may have received part of a plant of 500 Black Bass in "four lakes."

!anted by mistake - meant for Midway Lake.

0SENECK LAKE 
NYEW: 1540 
ainage: Firehole River, Madison River 

tal Planted: 1940: 6,575 Rainbow 

Species 
ar Validity Mon Day Stocked 

40 * rbt 
40 8 5 rbt 

Size 

1-3
1

Fish Species 
Historic: 
Present: 

Fishless 
Rainbow Trout 

Egg 
Nwnber Hatchery Source 

6,000 Ennis 
575 Ennis 

Other 
























































































