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A. Geompb1cal s ttiM 

Tumigoot National Monument ie located on the east bank ot t Verde 

R1Yer in the upper en4 ot the Verde Valley in central Arizona. 

The Verde Valley is a eedimentaey basin which began t.o form WheD a 

fault dawlOped mUliOIUJ ot Je&re aao along a north-~~CUtb line !Dilrke4 to­

daT by the 8lact= Rqe on tbe west aide of the ftlley. Tbia tault. cauaed 

a block of earth to hinge downward trom the Coconino Plateau. Through tt. 

trough tbla formed tlON8Cl the Verde River. 

near the end of the Terti&ey Period massive outpourings o¥ laya spread 

li'OJfl tho Coconino Plateau on the north BDd tram the Blaok Ranae on ttw 

aout.h. One o.t tlwso flows blocked tt. Verd River about 10 mU.es below 

tha present town of Camp Verde, creating a large, a..'l""-low lake soua 3S 

mUea long and 6 to 8 mile wide. It is to sedimentary deposition in th 

bed of thie lake that the Verde Valley ftlll& its l.J.suest.one and saline f'oJ"­

mationa. Arter ma117 Cftturie•, Lake Verde waa d 1troyed b7 the cutting 

thrOugh ot the lava dam end cons~ return or the Verde River to its 

anc1eat course, F.rooion et the expos.. strata by runoff and at cut-

tine baa resulted 1n the aOUDtle•e buttes and As ao promtnant on the 

ftl.l.q floor today. 

B. lln!hifttl 

MeD tirtlt entered tbe Y&llay long attar Lak8 Verde bad dried up an4 

orolion bad carnd the pre•ent t.opo.-aph.J. Recut finds on Dry Cnek, 

betweu 'l'udgoot and the ten ot S ... na, indicate th preHa .. of a tew 

baM• ot buD\1ng-sath•r1n& IDdian• aa early •• the oec ... lld.llenium J.c. 
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(Shutler, 19SCh 6-10). Theae people bad no agricultUJ'e1 pot.ter;y, or 

pei'IIIIIMnt houalng, but huDtecl and. gath red over the COUDt.eyaiU in search 

ot 811Jthing edible. 

AsrJ,culture pn»Hbly appeared. here no earller than the 9th cctUJ7 ot 

our era, when lled.onta:ry fill"m9rs came into the Verde Ve.lley hom tba Gila 

Basin 1n eouth m Ari.Eoaa. These people, the "HohUa", lived in wattle 

and d.aub p1thoua a, irrigated their fields ot com, beans, aquaahes, and 

cotton with ll-enaineer84l canals, •cSe a rd-on-butt pott.eJ7 ld.th ao­

ph1atioat deeigno, excelled 1n the manutaot.ure ot ~ '•JAmmt• and 

ornaments, lilt cra ted their dead. 'l'hq were supplanted or abaorb'84 by . 

incrementa of a new population beginning arounll UOO A.D. Theee re the 

"S~n, a sub-group ot 1'\Wbl.oaD t&I"BB8ra who oento as a. cultural en­

tity around the San ··ranciaco Moa.Dt.ailla 1D nonbem Arisona and -.o lint& 

1n maa0N7 J1U8bloa1 dr;y-fllrmed., plain brow or red ,.ttery, and. 

buried. t.Mir d.U in a Pt-one position. Hem a of th1a group were the 

'bullc:lere of 'l'ul1aoot anti her s1eter pueblos overlooking the Verde R1Yer. 

(Colton, 1946). 

The Sinaaua pueblo ot Tus1goot, w. begun arly 1n the 12th centU17 A.D. 

Parohecl on rldps nearby were several contemporaneous pu bloe. By the t 

it. peak waa reached. 1n the m1 ddle ot the 14th oentU17, Twsigoot wao a 

..tropoll• ot 110 rooma and around 200 people. Tua1goot. has been oal.led. 

a tortitied tcwn, partly because of ita position, part,ly b cause ot ita 

lack of side entrances. Inantae seas to haw been entirely by •ana ot 

lMd rs to the torr&Md root tope, then down hatchlf&7 into room interior•. 

lrJho were they afraid of? So tar archeolo17 cannot auppl7 a certain anewer. 
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'l'usigoot and h r sister 'filJ..aiea flouriohed tor about two oenturiea. 

~8ila1 &Q.ua!h, on4 even cotton (a Mew Worlc1 n.ri.ety, soasm bop1, not 

to bo contu ... with Egyptian cotton) 11111ioh -. WOYen into tine textUee. 

Nature peldM raw ~teriole and. toad to t.he cld.ll.tul. and pAtient, and 

with their Neic needs taun care ot these Indians wre ahl.e to deYelop 

. the :"Udimenta ot wae.t we call 11civ111aatian" at a time which •aw in Europe 

the ria of nationaliam, modem armies, conmerc an4 the dawn of the 
r 

Renaisaanoe. Foreigb obj eta tell ot a thr1'f'ins trade - po.inted pots trca 

northom AJ1;,ona, shell t'l'oro t Oult ot CtJJJ.tomia &DC! the Pacitic Coast, 

argillte and turquoise from •stem Arisona- all of these and other 1 

i.Jldioate that the &Yera Indian knew what lay beyond hie village for a 

considerable 
;.' 

anoe. Around 1400 A.D. the population of the Verde Vall.,-

was probabl7 as high aa ~he permanent popul.at101l today. Doceno of pueblos 

existed alona the r1Yer and undoubtedly bundredo or acres of bottomlan4 

wre under cultiYation - th n, for reasons as ret undetermined, the vallq 

waa deeert.ect. 

• know that the SJ.nasua v1U gee in the Verde Vel.ley were abandoned 

sometime between 1450 and 158.3 A.D. , when Don Antonio de E.,.jo saw the 

mines at vbat 18 now Jerome. Wl'q? Few oral traditions aurviYe to speak 

to ue. The Yavapai say (ScbroeC.r, 19S4&a 10) that the ru1na were built. 

by a people as the7 "moved oout . · n J tbe Hopi, 1n one instance, olaill 

that so ot th 1r cl8Zl8 built. town• as the1 migrated noribward from the 

place ot emorgenoe in the Gila Valley. Traditions of the Rabbit and Water 
I 

olana state that t.h•1 lived for a time in the Verde Valle7 (IbiclJ 12) . 

Corbuo1er, writing in 18861 recorda a Hopi le d ot drought and epidemic 
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ago", or abOut 1450 A.D. (quotecl in IbidJ 12). To the Hopi.., 

acain, we oan attribute the tradition that the old h ot the Sun and 

Sun-Forehead. clans was in the r.Vocks around S~ona and enk CrHk Canyon. 

They are supposecl to have arrivK at Hopi late aat1 "withwt ld.vao or · 

ceremonies." 'fhe Sinagua had· no s,.oialized. ceremonial room (ldn) 1 but 

can hardl.y " said to have lacked ce ..... niee and ritual equi,..nt, jwl""' 
- from 'erial found with lllli1V Slnq\;&a buriala. One ot the richest. of 

those, found atrlU..tlp Ruin, east ot Flaastatf, was accompanied. 'b7 it ... 

which modern Hopi could 1dcmt1ty ae being nUl ua-' 1n certain ritual• 

in one or two villages (Mc01"egor, 1943). Here, then, we have the surviYal 

of at least om Sinaguan ceremon;y through ... 700 )Te&rsJ 

Who absorbed the remnant ot the Verde Valley Sinagua? At pr eent w 

have eome e•icience that r3 tew groupe were absorbed bJ the Hopi toward the 

oloae of the lSth cent'U17, and 1t Colt.on'• interpretation is correct, tnan7 

Sin~ continued mowamt down the Vercl to bl.cmd with lata Hobokam in­

crements 1n tho Yicinity ot present PhoeniX 1n the Salt River Vallq. 

(Colton, 1946). 

It haa boet'l suggested that not aU of t.M vil.l.a8e <Mllers lett tho 

Vento Valley even after the aband0D1Jl61lt. of the1l" pueblos. Dld the Yavapai, 

or "Cruzados" ot the early Spanish chroniclsre haw any connection td.tb 

the ancient Sinagua? S students think eo. Recently Schroed•r hae ad-

wnced. a provocat1w theol7 vb.lch wwuld anna nll ot the cultures ot the 

Arizoa& desert below the M.~Uon Rim out ot a basic early tolk culture 

termed by him the "Lower Colorado River Pattem" (Schroeder, 1954a). Ita 

chief traits are listed ae: tlat-rootd., one-faall7 ju!],a, sca.tt•red 
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aett.l.ement pattem, village• on flats, sheet rubbish, bottomland farming 

with irrigation, cremation, advancetl ground and polished stone tools but 

few projectil pointe (~. This pattem was submerged at time a by 

Yarious f'oreig11 groupe - i.e., tlohokam and Sinagu.a, but tended to reassert. 

it l.f (with moclitication) whan foreign influence was weakened or with-

dr wn. One has only to turn to post-Roman Britain to see a close parallel 

1n ·t\other culture area. H re tile old Cal t1o a 'Vi ved in mutated 

form OYer 400 '1 a ot Latin dominatiOn. Perhaps ae Schroeder suggests, 

the l•vapai r an anelave of the X..W.r Colo1·ado Pattern which, though 

culturally dominat_. tor a tim by the Sinagua in the Verda Volley and 

en'Virons, ~umed t.o the old wars when the more sophisticated puebloans 

withdrew. 

c. Histor;x 

1. ~:arly )Fplornt.ien 

After the abandon.at o1 Tusigoot and her iater pueblos b;i the 

51nagua people around the middle of the 15th centU17, the Verde V lllley 

appears.~ have become a aparaaly ooou!;,ied area. Don Antonio d Eepejo, 

arriving· here in 1S8.3 with a •all mint~rals exploration party, made no 

JMDtion of pueblo communitie , but did daecribe rancher1&s of the Yavapai 

or "Cruzados"* 1 who. were living in ·"good howsea", wearing buckskin, &rd 

planting maize (Bolton, 1925• 187). These people were also describ d by 

M l'B of the 004te expedition WhO p&oMd through the Valley in October 

of 1604 onroute to th Gulf ot California (Bartlett, 1943). 

* Yavapai one wore cruciform hair ornament& - bene name "Cruzados". 
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For the next 200 rearo t~re ie no certain record ot wb1tA explore.-

tion in the Verde Vall«J1. Th•, with the Lou1a1 Purcbao in lOOJ, the 

United Statea turned ita att~mtion wstward, and by the 1830' a, A, rienne 

were trnveraiac d.at ia now Arizona in ever-increaain8 numbers. Tbe trap-

per, J 1 o. Pattie, worketl valley ot tho "Pima Gllenos» betwe n 

1835-8. Kit CarBon, traveling with Ewing You.na•• trappers, had p eel 

thro h the a country 6 or 7 years earlier. 'fhia party is auppo to 

have t.raw.ect t~o Verde and ita aourc on the swaa trip {Lockwood, 1932). 

Pauline 1/eavor, lator a scout with Kellr'D718 Arrq o! tho eot and di coverer 

ot gold in the Preaoott ar.a, can his na. on the walls o! Ca Gr 

l'U1.n on the Gila River in 18)2. In 1834, two group ot tranpera compris-

ing oYer 200 :nan t on Bill \'Iilli Fork and proc from t r to 

Hopi, pl'Obab' tollowizl8 th route usM b7 Onate 200 ,.-oars earll r. 

of the party 1 QUOted in the cr entt Uli• tor Se l' 171 1853 stated 

that the. route led threuc)a count17 rich 1n "1"U1necl oitiea" (Schroo4er, 

l9S4bl 59). 

2. 

Durins the C1Yil \~ar, AmDrioma wre drawn to Western Arizona 

bf gold end silver llttr1b11 and by 1865 at l.eut 1500 •n were world.Da 

placers and other d:l.gs'-nse in the v1cin1t1 ot Prescott., which luid been 

extiablished •• territorial capitol 1n 1864 (Sc~r, l9S4ba 71-5). 

During thie t oovetou.e •Je• w ro cast on t Vente Valley, but \1ould-M 

exploiters were giYen puuM by tbl knowledge that th warlS.. Tonto Apaobl 

and Yavapai cona14erwd the val 1 ttu.1r nheartlaDcS". Ult.ill:lt ly, bownar, 

the Vel"le Valley' a rich soU and pl ntitul water proved too strong a l.un, 

and 1n spite ot Dd.l1t&17 r.monatrances, a group et er.t.While t 
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Prescott. in Janua17 l.86.S with six wagon loads of uppliea, their go&l the 

Vcrcle River. Crossing the Black Hills.. they reo.ched. the river at a point 

almost .SO miles du. east ot Prescot.t, and choosing eome land at the mouth 

o.f Clear Creek, built a sma.l.l "ton" out of the t.umbled debr1a of a pueblo 

ruin. By l-1ay an irrigation ditch bad been dug and oYer 200 acree planted 

in corn, barle71 and oats (Fariah, 19l6a 224) . At thia t trouble with 

-the Indians began. 

The Yavapai rand Tonto ,\pache had no deaire to destroy the colony 1 vhiob 

they could bave easily done 1n tho first few months - rather, tbe,y tried 

to establish a parasitic relationship 111ith the whiteD, looldn& on the 

crops and animals of the latter as a nav natural resource to exploit. 

'fhe colon1•ts, besot b7 ditfioult,iee enough, took a d1ra view ol such 

actiYities but were powrleas t,o prevent ;noat ot the pillerage . B7 mid­

fnlUBllel" they t4ere in desperate straights - militar:y aaaietance was mandatory 

if a hold was to be IJI.&intained in the vall y. But all professional ~ 

garrisons in the territor, had been withdrawn to help tight the Civil War 

and it vas necessary tor th settlers ot the territory to ~ake mattera 

into their ow hands. Accordingly the AriBon& Volunt ers, manned by 

"' friendly Pima and Maricopa Indians And officered bf Mexioans and Anglo­

Americans, was orgoni.zed to keep hostUe tribes in check in the absence 

ot ", gular troops. In January ot 18661 the Let. Infaa.t17, Arir..ona Volun­

toera, Lt. J. D. \>Jalker commanding, arriwcl at Camp l..incoln on the Verret.. 

It was not an 1mpresa1Te group in ita equipment, but not lacking in ten­

acity or courage. Though unmounted and often without shoes, these irTeg­

ulara managed to den~ralize the hostiles with the promptness of their 
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retaliation and th8 fi•rcer~as of their attaoka (Farish, 1916: 108). After 

winning one part.ioularl7 bittor fight with wpedor toreefJ holed-up in 

caves, the troopers 1r1ere delighted to filvi buckoldn which they could use 

for the Jna.ldng of sorely nsede<i moccasins. 'fheir coJrun&nding officer made 

the wry observation that "•. ,their /J.h• Indiana!? oom.'Diaeary was found to 

. be much better supplied than ours (ibid, 10:3)." 

In spite of heroic effort• on the part of the Arizona Volunteers, the 

eituat1oo was cl.aeperu.te again the next fall, as revealeCl by the following 

lett~r: 

Capt. H. s • . ,a.ehburn, Arimona Volunteers, to the Adjutunt General 

11Camp at Claar Creek, 9/12/66 

Colonel, 

The Indians are now harveating the corn at thio oettJ.eruent at the 

ratA of abt. 3D-40 bu~helo nightly. There is but l soldier left who 1e 

ablo to slwuldor a muoket and he has chArge of commisaary stores at thie 

cemp, what there are, no zrdlat left. When the bearer of thio leaves there 

will be 2 oitiaens left who oall themselves woll. 

I am hourly expecting an attempt to take the stock. 

I have to do guard duty day and night. 

If assistance does not co very soon, I shall have to abandon what 

govern.."''ent property I am trying to protect and seek aecuritr tor uwselt 

and animals. 11 

'l'or Lt. Col. w. H. Garvin 
Adj. General 
Ar. Vole. 

Yours Truly 
H. · s. W"ashbum 

Oe.pt. , etc. 
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This O't7 did not long go unheeded. By the 29th of September a NS~P 

lar AN¥ unit had arrived to take cOliiDBDd and the Arisona Yolunteere wre 

diabuded a.tt r earvica w.U r• r... This marllld a turning point 1n 
' 

the fortunes of the 111b1te settlers. Althcugh the Tonto Apache and othora 

bad destroyed or tallm over 881000 1n goode and cattle and h Wll .. 

several people, the w1nter ot 1866 saw the firm establiahMnt ot a white 

community 1n the Verde Valler (ibiclJ 245). 

3. Mine! 

With the st.ald.ng of mineral claiaa ol an orebody west of modem 

Jerome in 1876, the Verde Vall~, tor b.tter or were• 1 entered the indue­

trial era. By 1882 the United Verde Copper Company was fort•d, two blast 

tumaces set up, and m1n.1ng ... lting begun in earnest. In 19521 after 

72 ,ears ot operation, the mines were deod.1 but not Mfore over $1111MI,OOO 

had been taken out of the m.ounta1n (Bre•r, 1954), which the Spanish first 

nsited 1n 1513. 

4. History ot Archeolotdcal lnftst.i8at1on 

The firet tull. account of ruins 1n tbe Verde Valley •• ginn by 

the railroad survey guide Antoine Leroux, who, in the early l85()1s, told 

ot ". • • river banks covered with ruine of atone house a and regular forti­

fications J which, • • • appeared to have been the work of cb1.l1ze4 men, 

but had not been occupied !or centuries. They were built on t)ae moot ter­

tlle tracts ot the valley whore there were signS or acequiu /J.itc'hlli/ and 

cultivation. The walla were ot aol.id solU'y, of reetengulnr form a 

20 to 30 pacea in length and yet remnining 10 to 15 teet 1n height. 'l'h 

buildings ware ot two stories, with 

t when bese1ged. • • • In other 

l apertures or loopholes tor de­

apeots, bewe'ter, fjArooi} sap that 
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they r mind him of the great pueblo• or the Moq,uinoa (Whippl , l8SS).• 

In 1878, Or. W. J. Hoftr:aan of the Ha,den Survey published a brief 
. 

note on the ruins around Monten.ma Well, bUt it wa• not until the 1880's 

that ·any serio work wa do• in the v ry. At about that tw Dr. 

Edcar Mearns, post eurgeon at Camp Vente, beean a s,are-time archeologi­

cal surve1 of the vicinity 1 r.sulting in an ar-ticle and arct.olog1cal 

. ba e map showing the location of ~ important ruin• in the Verde Valley. 

This article was published. 1n the Popular So& C! M!!lthl:t: tor October a«>, 

and waa the most important contribution up to that t • 

Mearns ha given u• the firet description ot Tuaigoot ruin, Site /}49 

in his llst,ing, as follows 

Locatiozu "Verde R1wr and eloup. Top of hUl Mar a lougb of the 

Rio Verde kn~""m as Peck's 111." 

Description and remarka a "Pallen and ruined ~alls of a good siHd 

vUlage. Near this place \t!re the interesting proofs of the engineering 

ca.pacity or these people in conducting their irrigation ditches D:attor 

since obliter~ted by mOI;iem cult1Yatio!!7. 11i$ 

By now the attention of prof seional archeologl.ete had been draw to 

central Arizona, and early 1n the nineties, the Bureau of American E'bnol­

Ot:f sent repre tativea into the Verde Vallq to conduct full-seal ~ 

'ftJS• Coamoa lUndal.ett 1 Bureau archeologiet, surve7ed the Verde River 

trom ita mouth to Beaver Creek near Camp Verde. Hie report appeared 1D 

the 13th Annual. Report. of the Bureau (1892) and was the rs.rat protesaional 

pnper on the archeology ot· the Verde Valley. 

* Fielcl notes at the A.ar1oan Museum of Natural H.iator,y (oop7 in 

!usigoot fact file). 
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Min4el.ett conolutlM from hiB examinat.ian ot the ruina or the lower 

Verde that their ..Ure were relatinl.y late and related to the Hopi 

ZuD1 (M1D4elert, 1892 • 257-61). In modified form, this theo17 .till holes.. 

At about the eau t Minctelett waa conducting hia surTq1 Dr. J. w. 

, ..... , al.IO or tlae Bureau ot Aurican Ethnolo • ..,.. UAIIIIIln1nl the upper 

r aohes of the Vertle River and the M rook count17 around Oek. Creek -Canycm 

_ ~ modem S8Mna, vher. he eoneentrat.M hie &tte.ntion on ae"Yeral spectac­

ular cliff d llinge (Fewt.a, 1896, 1913). On neither ot t:.hase early 
• I_ 

1JUJ"'1'e78 vae xcavation etreesed - they were •relr reoonn&iaeanoee to 

d.terndn the extent ot the archeological reeourcee ot the area. 

Att..r Feme and. }Iindelett•s wort, little else of a professional nature 

wae accomplished until the 1920'•• when .c1entit1c 1ntereet in the arche­

olo8J ot the 'erde Valley waa revi:nd. At this tille tho Gila Pueblo Arche­

ological Foundation of Globe, Ariaona, began a eerie• of tar reachina 

surve7e t.o try to determine the ant.ec .... ta and cultural frontiers of the 

red-on-butt pottery-makina ,.ople of the GUs-Salt Basin, now known •• 

t~ "Hohokam" cultun. Cer c evidence picked up during this 1natit.u­

t1ons • s Iurvey of the V el"tte Valley indicated an early Hohokam movemmt. up 

the Verde River from tb .auth, overlain by lat r pueblonn t.raita troa 

the northern plateau (Gladwin, H.s. &ad w., 1930). 

In 1928 8Z1other private institution, the M eum ot Northern Arizona, 

was founded in Fla~statt for the purpo e of conaervation, upoaition, and 

balic research into the natural hiat.017 1 geology 1 and archeologr ot no~ 

thern Arizona. The MuH\8 earl7 1n its history embariiM on a program ot 

lite surveying which ultimately extended aa far south as Tonto Ba.S.n. 
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Vl"Om the reaulte ot this surny DiNot.or Harold s. Colton wae able to po~ 

tulat.e the Si.nagua Branch - the group 1"88JIOI1Sible for the construction of 

the large masoney hilltop villages and. cliff' dwll1ngs in the Verde Valley 

(Colton, 1946) . 

THE KXQAVATION OF TUZIGQO'f 

'l'he excavation of TuU&oot. ruin grew part,4t out of tbe desire tor a 

small local musewn 1n Yavapai County and partly out of the depression neecl 

tor the creation ot jobs 1n the locality. Under the oupenision of Dr. 

Byron Cummings of the Uni verait1 of Arizona 8l'ld the Arizona State Mu , 

the Yavapai County Ch rc in Preecott began a program of ex­

cavation near tha.t town 1n the su.er ot 1932 to provide material for an 

uh1bi.t1on of local prehistory in the CJSmold" museum* at Preeaott. When 

this work vas finiahed, tho archeological committee delegated E.· H. Spioer 

(now aeeoe1ate proteseor at the University of Ari ona) and L. R. Caywood 

(now Superint,endent at Ocraal.p• National Monument), at that time craduate 

student• at the Univeraity of Arizona, to select. a large pueblo in the 

V.ne Vel.uy tor a.aavation. The eite now knoW~ au Tuzipot (a Tonto 

Apache wol'd •an1ng "crooked water" and referring to the axr-bow laka owr­

loolmd by the ruin) was ~geated to the inYeatigatore by Earl Jackson, 

thea Custodian ot Montezuma Castle National Monument (Spicer and Ca,wood, 

19'.3S a 1) . Since no syatematic excavation had heNt.ofol"e been carried out 

1n the upper V rcle Valley, 1t waa felt th t the uncoverill8 of Tus1goot 

would. yield muob Yalualll.e ba•1c information. 

* A local olub of "Indian Lore" devotee • 



The site ot Tuld.soot. 1~ on property ot the United Verde Copper COI!lJ)An7 

but po aion to. exauate wae easily' obtained by the rwna--.t.atiwe ot 

the BrOheological eOIIDitt.ee. Work l4a begun with a crew ot •ilbt- •n ,a1AI 

out ot Federal B l'l•cy llet .r.aMa on OotoNr 311 1933 • . F.te~ ~ 

pno;y Relief help continued until No- ··-·r 24, 19331 vhan t · "dig" wae 

organised as a c.w.A. project with a working atatf. ot 48. Thia new pro-

- gram called for the c.-plete excavation ot the ruin, ita pmial restora­

tion, and provision for the reatoratim and cU.aplay of artifacts .-tcount­
r 

ered. By June 1, 1934, the .... ation and re,air ot v1.l.lage and the 

cleaning an4 repair o! artifacts had been l.&rg•l1 accomplished. DurJ.na 

this period additir.tnal proressional. help ~as _.,v. .. red ·spicer and Caywood · 

by Mr. Harry T. Get.tr (ru:m professor at tho University .ot Arizona) and 

Gordon c. Bal.1win, assistants to Dr. CUmmings of the Arizona State Museum 

(ibid, l-2). During the course ot the work, pr~servation and cat~o&Uia& 

ot the recovered artifacts had been accompliehed by local help in ~ lab­

oratory established in a vacant store building in Clarkdale. 

Before excavation, the hill on which 'l'uzigoot was situated offered 
r 

little of interest to the uninitiated e,-e. Only scattered potsherds, 

stones in alignment, and midden debris indicated the ruin und.ameath. 

Excavation wae begun with the llinking of expl.orato17 trenches on the 

east, ~st and north alopea belw the pueblo, with the delineation ot po ... 

aible burial grounds and definition ot the depth and extent ot trash ~ 

poeit.e aa the goal. In thb reapect the trenchea were euccessful, and 1n 

addit.ion revealed. several unne,.cted earl)r 

teet or trash (ibid, 15). 

buried. by as much aa 11 



It was eYident u the wrk progree ed tblt.t the puablo had nOt been 

built as a unit, but was the proc:luct o£ Je&ra of accretions tQ1~ or1g1Dal. 

small oluater ot rooms which bad huged. the 8U111ni.t of t.he ridp. That 

t maflonl7 'ri 1 l .aaa ot Tu1igoot waa not the fir lit INJun occupation ot the 

ridge ia indicated. by the tact that t OU. ot what appe are to have beea 

the earliest room roat on occupational debrie. Unfortunately, tt. vu . 

·· not avaUa.ble to investigate the possibility or talua pit houee or jacal 

foundations under the nt.atJOnry tound.ationa (ibid, 38). 

Accurate temporal placement of. the ruin is larn-1.7 the work of the 

paet two deoadea, At the t Tuzigoot a exoayated, t r1.rJ8 dating 

~w11es and ceramic twe seriation were in their infancy. Only a v ry t• 

ti'M ring <lates were obtained from the YUlage and theee vere ot little 

help in defining Tusigoot t s lite span as th y c from a room which bad 

been constructed somewhere 1n the middle or the occupation (ibid, 22) . 

Prior to the o t. of the project., Tus1aoot and about 8 acne 

ot land had b"n d_.ed by the United Verde Copper Compaey to local School 

District 29 in ord.er \o get federal f\Ulda for the excavation, reoonstl'le­

tion, and erection of a a18eUJI building near the ruin to house the art1-

tacta. unearthed. This museum was completed in 1936 ond the exoa.vated collec­

tion• moved t.hel"e tor ,.......nt dia~. 

School Diet riot. 29 earq expreaM• a eire that the tlational Pllrk 

Sel"Vice take the area owr and to that enrl a prel1m1n817 w,.ction 

&Ude by Cw!ltodian Jack:son ot MoateBUJDa. Castle Ne.ticnal MOI'It.lm8nt.. In · a 



letter to tho Director on March 22, 1937, 0 noral Supor1nten4ent Pinklq 

ot Southwe.tern National Mom.umnt• advocated IMking Tuzigoot a c!etachet 

section of Montesuma Caatle Rational Monument, becauu ot ite signiticance 

aa ". • • one of the large lit fortitiM hill top co.uait1ee 1n ~tr&l 

Ari~ona £ani/ the only larp ucaYatecl one in that. dietrict (information 

1n Tuzigoot tact tile)." The mo t !l10'Yem8llt bore b'uit on July 2.5, 1939, 

when the ruin, maeum, aDI 42.67 acre• ot land waa made a national monu­

Mnt by preailllentitAl prooluation (He Ap,.olix A). Hewevor, at thia tt.. 
( 

no tun.lo for the administratien ot the new area were appropriated and t 

school diotrict was aeked to continue ita reeponsibility. Phelps Dodse 

Corporation (succs::sor to United Verde Copper Company) of'fel"Etd to furnish 

a caret(\ker who would live in the apa nt annex to tho museum. Mr. 

H. L. Reed, i~cumbent of thia poaiti111, can be coJ.led Tuzigoot's first 

"custodian". 

THE NNl'IONt.L MO!IUMfliT PER.lOD - l!'J! to PiL SENT 

A. Phz:s1!!l, Jn!l!ppnt 

At tho timl the fMar&l govemment as~d charge of Tungoot National 

Monument, the area con•iated ot a large, fully excavated ruin w1 th six 

relltor$d ro.,., fin ot theM tvo-storiM, plua a museum building com­

pri.Hi of one larp exhibit room, a small of.tic.-turnace. room, a otor&ge 

~- rest room, a ..U., tour-room apari.ment, and a gar&&•• 'l'he modem 

teat \ire~ wen . canet.NcttNl in a style which has led to a areat. deal ot con­

tuaien on the pan rtl any visit.ora, e., ae•1na tt. uuyen, pHUU-pueblo 

facade of the 1111aeum, often mietalte it for the pueblo ruin. The propo ... 
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retlladel.l1ng and modernisation ot t.he bnSJiSlq wUl NmO'ft tb1e conception. 

Water aupply tor the mom.ent wu a recNrrent probl- until quite re­

centq. OriginaJ.l1 water \t" brougb\ through a pipelJ.na fran Cl IIUl.e. 

This line, compoNd of I'Wit. .. and corrocled boU.r pipe eal'Y 

when it deftloped lew. Oil aae occasion t.h1e l1De had u eatimated alii 

- repair clampa on leaa t.hu tw miles of ita length. The water tllu lut-

l6 

. ticient]1 -~' . . . -- was bndly navoreci fl"'m the incrustation inside the 

pipea, and .V&ILilCI.m!~--aZ.ink&ble. Much to the reliet ot visitors 8ll4 

peraonnel, a wll waa llr1lled. ee.r]S in the ~r of 1952. It reaohea a 

depth et 313 tee\, ·with the water table atanding at 120 feet, and 11 powered 

which tore a the water into a 

1• IJaUOD atorap taak. 'l'hi1 well llhoul.cl euppl.J dqu&te potable water 

to the monument tor the tore .... ble tutur.. 

· a.... 1n the IIIIJI~nt. conliat Mlely ot the pvkiJic 1n tront ot 

the mus ~ .6 mUee of approache thente. An unauthorian farm l"C*1 

was bladed acroea the _WII!II_ nt by th county in Novsber ot 1941, before 

the nt wu tenoed, but no action was taken then and the road MW 

has t sanction ot 1S ,ears ot use. 'l aac·eaa road to th monuumzt 

boundary trom Highwq 89A is nNib and unaurtaoed, and om a a ub­

l taodard bridg • ThiG road oroaees pr1Ya land aDd untU exiatin& l.an 

are changed, oannot M improved by the llational Park Servi • Present 

pl011e, pendiDa legialation, ool.l_ for an entire.l.J uw approach, to leaft 

JU..Pwa7 89A '-t ...... Clarllble and Cottonwood w •nter the tr. 
' 



M1 cell..anecNa lllUl.1 proj s have been wxlert since 

the :t,' a inoeptiOD. Chief among those is the boundaey fence, which 

waa 1Datalled alcaa the nt, pei'1Jiet.er in April ot 1943. 

B. lpterpr!tlD Pngz 

Viitors t.o Tuigoot. in the pel"iM betweu 1936 8DCl 1939 bad to UM 

their 1magin&tian. There were n0 p14ed tours or •lt-p14ec1 trail markers 

or printed intorpret.ift leatleta of ~ klnd1 aad. the mueeua was closed. 

to all vho had no pue trom the office ot the mine eu,.r~. 

I iatel.r Clll the ass~ of ReUef laapr E. c. berta to Tud.-

soot. on October S, 19391 guid.t tours ot the ruin were initiated, and by 

December dieplqa w re Ming set up by 'l'erah L. SmU.,. in 8Jftopt1c order • 

a model of Tusiaoot .-blo in ita heyday vaa 'M1ng buUt, and off-atation 

interpretin tal · wre MAUD• 

Pereonal oaatact with tbe v1e1tor continue• to be the ideal t. Tuai­

goot. Have'hr 1 the p-eat upniq in travel aince the cloee ot orld. War 

U has forced the dftelop..t, ot selt-auided interprett devices heN 

u e118Where. At pre• t, the visitor 1• met 1D the seum at the raep­

tion de•k, where he is given a abort. . ori•tat.ion Ulll offend the uae of 

a selt-&\ddetl trail papblet (k.,- to IIWIIbered et.akes along th traU) 

tor his trip th1"0Ugh the ruin. The extensive and well documented. mu1 

oolleationa have been arranc d to give tho vieitor a quick graep ot t.M 

Tutd.aoot .tory and need little additional interpretation 1n tbemselvea. 

However, members ot the atatf are on to aniMtl" more detailed Q.\l atione 

or provide tr :v.1 information. When t.wo or moJ"e •n are on d\lt7, it i1 

possible to •tation a man 1n tbe ruin, 1t trattic wrranta it, and tor 
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large or special groups formal guided tour is aT&ilable. The ruin ie 

apt open for the after-hour• rild.tor and. traU 

vicled in d.iapen er on ttt. IIIIJHWa porch. 

c. ProwotaM 

Tbe first aunainetl program or stuilir.ation or tu 
begun by Culltodian Cot. t.er in Mq or 1940 and W&IJ continued by biD inter­

mittently with tho holp ot IIYA labor untU the beginnina of World 'ar II. 

by one, tbua uUling mon-

umant personnel to po:rtial.l.y repair tho damage brought on by wartime neg­

lect. All data regarding the va.rioua ph a ot •tabllization at Tuzigoot 

now ppear either on the et.abU:bation re~ord envelopee comp1loc1 b,y 

Cotter, or in the l9S3 stabillaation record ahGeta. 

' . In 1952, Archeolo&iat Vivian ot th Mobile Stabillaation Unit, Region 

Three, made a preliminar,r eetimate for a comprebenaive stabilization pro­

sram at Tuzigoot.. In the following yoar, Archeologist Richert and six, 

Navajo workMn of the unit o leted this progl" 
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APJmli A 

PROCLAMATiai 

EetabliMiq Tuslpet Rational Ko nt 

Signed b7 Franklin D. RooHYe1t July 27, 1939 

A PMILAMATI. 

WHBREAS certa.1n Ocwemment. ..... laM• 1n the State of Arizona ba lit­

uated thereon historic and prehutorio st.ruoturea and. other objects ot 

hiatorio and aoi~io intereet J and 

WHEREAS it appear it wuld M in the public 1ntor.at to NMI"ft such 

18Dd.• u ~ national mmeat to be known u the 'l'uss.p.t, National Monument a 

N0\11 'l'HBRFFOF:1 I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVEL'J.', Preaid.ent ot the United Sta a 

of America, under aru1 by virtue of the authorit7 Yeastec1 in by e cti011 

2 or t act ot J 81 1"', o., .3060, 34 stat. 22S (u.s.a.,. title 16, 

sec. 431) , do proclaim that, subject to all valid m•ting rights, the 

following...c:leeoribed laMa in tbe St~te ot Ariaona aro hereby re rYed tl'CD 

all to of appropriation under the public-l.aad 1 w arr:l nt apart as the 

Tualgoot National Monument-a 

lilA-Salt Riftl' MericU.aD 

't . 16 N. , R • .3 E., beginn1ng at a poillt. in Mot1m 211 H. 83 d.ep-ees 51 

minutea, E. 5032.4 feet ot the We corur at e&14 Motion 211 thence N. 

26 degrees, SS minutea, E. 19SO.S feet.J theue s. 63 de s, OS mimltea, 

B. ;94.; feet.J thence s. 19 degrees, 56 minutes, w •. 2ffl •. 7 feet.J thence 

w. 10.0 teet.J thence N. 13 d greoa, S2 111nutea, w. 1369.1 teet to the 

place ot begi!lning eontaining approximataly 42.665 acre • 
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Wamina 1e henbf eXprees17 s1: n t.o all unauthoriaed persona not to &})-

propl'iate, 1nju , da.t.r07, or re•n &DT tea\un ot tb1a and 

not to locate or settle upon any ot the lanct• tllareot. 

The Director ot the Ratianal Park Set'Y1oe, under t.he direction ott Sec­

ret 1' ot the Interior, 1hal.l have the auperv1s1cm1 una&• nt, and con­

·trol of this monumar1t as provid cl in the act ot Ct)l\~11 ontitle4 "An Act 

to aetablish a N.iltional Park Service, and tor ot.heT purposea," approm 

August 26, 1916 (o. 408, 39 Stat. S3SJ u.s.a. , title 16 • os. 1 and 2), 

and acts supplementary thereto or amanda tory thereof. 

IN WITNESS HERECF, I have hereunto set ~ hand and cauaed t.he se!e.l ot 

the United State• to be affixed. 

. ' Done at the Cit7 o! 'tla•hingt.on this 2Sth di11 ot July in the year ot our 
. . 

Lord. ru.net.en hundred and thirty-nino, and et the Independence of the 

United State• ot A rica the one lnmdrecl and sixt.,-farth. 

B7 the President a 

Card.ell Hull 

The S.crett17 ot State 

Franklin D. Rooeenlt 

( o. '344) 

P.R. Doc. 39-2783J Filecl 7/27/39 



APmmiX B 

RostER OF Pim1ANEW'r PERSONNEL AT TUZIGOOr NATIONAL M<IIUMEilr 

Sp.petintondent 

John L. Cotter 

EVerett \'1. Bright 

John L. Cotter 

Everett. w. Bright 

J a w. Brewer, Jr. 

John w. Stratton 

Archeol.od.!te 

Ro1aD4 Von s. Richert 

Oarroll A. Burrougba 

Zorro A. BracUq 

R. Peck 

4/18/40 to 11/30/43 

4/8/44 to 2/8/46 

2/9/46 to 7/1/47 

10/S/47 to 6/'JJ/50 

6/24/SO to 7/28/53 

3/21/54 to present 

11/l.S/46 to 9/23/Sl 

7/30/52 t.o S/30/53 

· 9/lJ/53 to l/9/S'J 

l/12/ss to pnaent 



Bolton, H. B. 

Brewer, J. w., Jr. 

Oa,wood, L. R. and 
Spicer, E. H. 

Colton, H. s. 

Colton,. H. s. and 
Rargrne, L. L. 

Farish, T. E. 

Fewkea, J. \'1, 

" n 

Gladwin, H. s. and w. 

Lockwood, Frank 0. 

McGregor 1 J . o. 

Mindeleff, Co DB 

Rich rt,, Roland Von s. 

3ohreeder, A. H. 

" n 

Shutler 1 Dick 

~· ot Q\ te Aoroea OenV&l. Ariz .. 
Jelateau, Vol. 1S1 No. 31 1943. 

e:! b B!ploratiop 1n the SWth• 1 Or1g1na1 
ogpeont • 1925. 

• A ~ 3~ 
ed., 1955 

Hi torz of ArieoM. 1916 

Arc~eofes1oa1 SUryex r5 the Verd Vall!E, 
MedAHiOn Papers VI, 93o. 
Pioe r DaY! in Aril!!cma, l4acMUlan, New York, 1932 

of;. 

Tu iBoot Stllbill!ation Repgrt. 1953 

Unpublished ms. on Vorde Valley Archeology, 19S4 

Unpublished Me, on Yavapai History 1 1954 

liThe 017 Ore k Site - A Pre-Potter Lithia Hor-
1 in th Vel'd.e all.ey1 Ar1mona'*. :t , 
Vol. 231 No, 11 1950. 



Whipple, A. P., Eubank, T., 
and Turner, w. w. 

"Report on the Indian 'l'ribea• Paoitic Ba1lroad 
Survq", Vol. III, Pt.. Ul, 1856. 
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