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Fig. 1. Christopher Columbus (1433-1506). The transcription of his title is as follows: "El
y

almirant-mayor del mar oceans viso ry y gobernador general de Ias ynslas ete” (Translation:
"The Grand Admiral of the Ocean Sea, Viceroy and Governor General of the Islands etc.”)
Below is his signature: Cristo Ferens {(Christ Bearer).
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Cover illustration: Columbus’s fleet {from a manuscript of 1583, reproduced in Edward
ngereftg gale's The Life of Christopher Columbus. Chicago: G.L, Howe &
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PREFACE

Bibliagrafta Colombina is a remarkable bibliography containing 2,600 titles dealing with the life and
times of Christopher Columbus, s utility is obvious to anyone interested in researching and interpreting the
event of the European discovery of the Western Hemisphere. Indeed, it is a starting point foward understanding
the pivotal event that separates the pre-Columbian period of our Native American past and the onrush of European
expansion and colonialism that followed. The moment of contact that took place on October 12, 1492 on the east-
em edge of the Caribbean began an encounter that is with us today. Inasmuch as Columbus, the focus of this bib-
liography, may be deemed the effective Buropean discoverer of the Americas, it is imiportant to keep in mind the
true pioneers of our Pan-American heritape--our Native American forefathers who explored, claimed and settled
North and South America thousands of years before the coming of the Europeats.

Although puch has been written about the First Voyage and the subsequent early explorations of the New
World's eastern coasts, surprisingly Hitle is popularly understood about them beyond the story of Columbus, the
man and the legend. Bibliegrafia Colombina is a guide, and nothing more, for the curious of mind to explore, in
a penetrating way, the event and the man who changed the course of the history of two worlds: Iddian America
and Burope. The staff of the National Park Service's Spanish Colonial Research Center prepared the bibliography
as part of its efforts to provide interpreters and researchers as well as the casval reader with a useful reference of
published matetials related to Christopher Columbus, the man and his times.

In behalf of the SCRC, I would like to acknowledge the editorial staff, principally, Dr. Joseph P. Sdnchez,
who serves as editor-in~chief of SCRC publications, Mrs. Ursula Roberts, assistant editor, who designed the pre-
sent publication, and Mrs, Sylvia Lopez, who assisted in the preparation of the final manuscript.

John E, Cook
Regional Director
Southwest Region
National Park Service
Santa Fe, New Mexico
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Fig. 2a

Fig. 2a, b, ¢. Three prints {from a 1494
edition of Columbus’s first letter. Fig. 2a
is the artist’s impression of his landing on
Insuia Hyspana (Hispaniola); Fig. 2b shows
a ship sailing past the islands he discov-
ered, with an imaginary castle in the left
foreground; Fig. Zc depicts Navidad, the
colony he founded on his first voyage.
(lfs‘égm the facsimile edition published in
2
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‘ Introduction:
Colén, the Colombinos and the Anti-Colombinos:
A Ribliographical Essay

Bibliografte Colombina was developed to assist researchers, interpreters and bibliophiles in their quest to
know more about Cristébal Coldn (Christopher Columbus) and his times. Although this bibliography is
extensive, it is not definitive. However, the user will find the significant works about the Discoverer and his
times listed herein. The bibliography is divided into three groups of titles: books, articles, and juvenile litera-
ture. Printed docoments, poems, ballads and dramatic scripts are included. No single book depository contains
the enfire list of titles in this bibliography, but the user may find several of them in any given library.

Because the works listed make reference to him in several Ianguages, a note on his family name is deemed
necessary. Cristébal Colén is the name by which he was known to his contetporaries. The family name, Coldn,
used by the Discoverer and his descendants, is Spanish in origin and has given rise to many debates concerning
his background. He signed his name Cristo Ferens, meaning Chirist Bearer, after his patron saint, St
Christopher. Cristoforo has the same Latin root. Cristofore Colombo, the Italian equivalent of bis Spanish name,
eventually inspired the name Christoper Columbus in English. Other vadations include Cristévao Colombo
{Portuguese), Christophe Colomb (French), Christoph Kolumbus (German) and Kristaps Kolumbus (Latvian).

‘Writers about Cristéhal Colén generally belong to one of two major schools of thought, depending on whether
they are pro- or anti-Coldn. Therefore, an historiographical perspective of the literature regarding Cristébal
Colén is important in order to umderstand the historical controversy about the man and his times, for, betwesn the
Colombinos and the Anti-Colombinos, the subject holds little room for neutrality.

The Colombing School

When Samuel Eliot Morison published Admiral of the Ocean Sea, A Life of Christopher Columbus in 1942, he
contributed a fine biographical analysis of Cristébal Colén as seen by the Colombinos, who form the pro-Colén
school. In the ranks of the Colombinos, two main trends are discernible: a serious academic effort by scholars to
analyze the significance of Colén's contributions, and a popular oral tradition based on misconceptions about
Colén and his times. At one extreme, the more scholarly Colombinos justifiably argue that Colén, a Genoese
mariner and cartographer, was the sole architect of the voyage of discovery; that Colén, an astute student of his-
tory and geography, had, after many years of contemplation, concluded that Asia could be reached by sailing
west; and that Coldn, the effective discoverer of the New World, had pioneered a roundtrip route from Europe to
the Amenicas. At the other extreme, the non-scholarly Colombinos have offered the popular notion that Colén, a
genius, had persuaded Queen Isabel to finance his voyage by selling her jewels, and that he, & dreamer and vision-
ary, fought the ignornce of his times by doggedly convincing his contemporaries that the voyage was possible
because the earth was round, not flat,

Between legend and reality, scholarship and lore, both Colombino versions have passed through generations as
if only one version exists. The trials and tribulations of Colén, as presented by the Colombinos, are known to
every school-age child. In many ways, fact has given way to legend. Spawned within the context of the Great
Man Theory, that Is, that great men accomplish great feats, the Colombine school has been dble to perpetuate the
story of Coldn by intertwining thematic supplements related to the man and the legend. In defense of the Colom-
binos it can be said that facts surrounding the life of Colén are documentable and when combined with lore
become, with the passage of time, difficult to debunk. Morison's account is scholarly, historically sound and
acceptable to Colombino scholars. Yet the popular mind clings to the one indomitable thought, exemplified in the
couplet, “Columbus sailed the ocean blue in fourteen hundred ninety-two," to which are tied many misconceptions
about the man and his times, '

The origins of the Colombino school can be traced to a time soon after the voyage of discovery, when Col6n's
claim was challenged by his detractors. It began with a series of legal controversies in which Col6n and his
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descendants defended the claim of discovery and the empire that was to issue from it. For nearly three centuries,
1500-1796, the Coldn family struggled to clarify their legal position in relation to that of the Crown. The con-
troversies surfaced when after 1496 the Spanish sovereigns, Ferdinand and Isabel, began a series of legal
manevvers to review the agreement made by them with Coldn at Santa Fé de Granada in 1492, before he
embarked on his first voyage of discovery. The vagaries of the Capitulaciones, the agreement made in 1492,
proved impossible to interpret when it was realized that the vast and wealthy lands he had discovered were not the
Indies be had sought. Furthermore, the complaints and secusations by Spanish settlers to the Crown about
Colén’s mismanagement of the colony at Hispafiola (1493-96) cost him the political prerogatives granted in the
agreement of 1492,

By the time of his death in 1506, Coldn‘s petitions to the Crown remained unresolved, and he had failen into
disfavor. Finally, in 1508, Diego Coldn, his sou, initiated a lawsuit against the Crown and entered into a long
legal battle that lagted twenty-eight years and ended in a series of compromises. By that time Diego was dead and
his widow, Maria de Toledo, had carried on the suit in behalf of her son, Luis Coldn, the direct male descendant
of Cristébal Coldn. In the initial stages of the legal fight to defend the Colén estate, the Capitulaciones formed
the basis of the litigation between the Colén family and the Spanish government. The concessions made in 1538
by the Crown resulted in monetary remiftances to the Colon estate until 1898, when Spain lost its remaining
colonies in the Western Hemisphere in the "splendid little war” against the United States.

The legal battle with the Crown with its attendant appeal proceedings was but a part of the complex litigation
that followed. The second part dealt with the inheritance litigatiop within the Colén family, which to this day
continues to surface, although, more accurately, reference is made to the great family lawsuit from 1578 to 1796,
The objects of such lawsuits have been propesty rights, privileges, and honors associated with the title, Duque de
Veragua, conceded to Cristébal Colén by the Spanish Crown. The major result has been the development and
maintenance of a genealogy of the Colén family that designated the direct line, first-born nmle descendant of the
Discoverer. The two legal battles are related, for clarity of inheritance is a 1egal requisite in order that the pro-
ceedings result in an appropriate judgement.

Among tha early pro-Coldn writers, Fernando Colén, illegitimate son of the Discoverer, and a family friend,
Fray Bartolomé de las Casas, set the thythm and tempo of the Colombine School. The aristocratic Fernando
Coldn, a man of great intellectual curiosity, wrote the biography of his father, Historia del almirante Don
Cristébal Colén en la cual se da particular v verdadera relacién de su vida y de sus hechos y del descubrimiento
de las Indias Occidentales liamadas Nuevo-mundo, A remarkable individual, Fernando Colén was born in
August or September of 1488 in Cordoba. His peasant mother was Beatriz Enrigues de Arana, mistress of the 37-
year-old Colén, who was a widower and father of Diego. After his discovery, Colén openly recognized Fernando
and agreed to support his mother, Following his father's trivmphant retum from his First Voyage, Fernando was
appointed a page to Prince don Juan, heir to the thrones of Castile and Aragdn. Upon the prince’s early death,
Fernando entered the service of Queen Isabel. Under the sponsorship of the queen, Fernando was tutored by
Italian humanists and scholars imported by the monarchs, From them he acquired an admiration for books and
scholarship. At age thirteen, Fernando accompanied his father on his Fourth Voyage to the New World (1502~
1504). Refumning to Spain, Fernando joined his uncle Bartolomé Colén and other friends to defend his father in
his legal struggle fo reinstate his contractual privileges. In 1509, when his half-brother Diego was appointed
governor of Hispafiola, Fernando accompanied him, but he scon refurmed to Spain to pursue his studies and to add
to a library he was developing. Fernando never married and died 2 wealthy man at his home in Sevilla on Satur-
day, July 12, 1539. He is buried in the Cathedral of Sevilla.

Today, the Biblivteca Colombina in Sevilla contains fewer than 2,000 of Fernando's own books. His will had
provided that his library of 15,370 books pass to his nephew Luis who was residing in Santo Dominge in the
West Indies. Howaver, the will stipulated that if Luis showed no inclination toward the collection it should pass
to the cathedral chapter in Sevilla for preservation. Meanwhile, Luis' mother, Maria de Toledo, entrusted the
care of the library to the Dominican monastery of San Pablo, the same monastery where Bartoloms de las Casas
was consecrated Bishop of Chiapas on March 30, 1544, In 1552, Las Casas spent most of the year there and



-made use of the collection in researching his magnum opus, Historia de las Indias, which was completed six years
later. In 1553, the cathedral chapter of Sevilla obtained a court order to have the library transferred to its care.
After years of neglect, however, many of the books had dissppeared. Of the 2,000 remmining books, a number of

them belonged to Cristébal Colén and bear his margina) annotations. Samuel Eliot Motison wrote that the collec-
~ tion is "an inspiration for every American scholar; s alembic as it were where a new civilization was distilled
from classical scholarship, medieval piety, and modem science.” (See Ferdinand Columbus, Biblioteca Colom-
bina: Casdloge de sus libres, § volumes, Sevilla, 1888).

Fernando wrote the biography of his father during the last years of his life. “The tone of the book, * wiites
Bepjamin Keen, fransfator and editor of the English edition, “frequently polemical and even embittered, reflects
the crisis through which the Columbus family was passing at this period.” Although his suspended political
privileges were never restored to Cristébal Colén, Fernundo was very active in the litigation between the Crown
and the Colén fumily, He acted as legal adviser to Diego, and later, his wife. The Ttalian scholar Rinaldo Caddeo
suggests that Fernando assernbled the materials for his biography in order to defend his familial position against
the Crowa.

The Dominican Friar Bartolomé de 1as Casas, likewise a defender of the Colén family interests, familianized
himself with the annotated versions of Cristébal Colén's books. A very important source of information for hitn
was Colén's Journal, However, the original diary and a copy made in Barcelona disappeared some time after
1554. The only known fext is an abstract made by Las Casas. From the manuscript found in Fernando's library,
Las Casas copied parts which were of special interest to him and abridged other sections which seeted fo be of
lesser importance. To correct errors or to clarify certain points, he added his own marginal notes.

Several scholars have accused him of altering the spirit of the Journal, or falsifying its countents to suit his own
views. There is no doubt that Las Casas did introduce some of his own remarks into the text of the Journal, but
according to such leading suthorities as Lewis Hanke and Manuel Jiménez Ferndndez, he did not alter the spirit of
Colén's diary, His remarks, argue the Colombinos, were made in good faith and were not intended to be
attributed to Colén, The errors of transcription are arguable. Some scholars maintain that the errors were i the
original diary, others hold that they may have been unintentiopally made by Las Casas. Some may have been
slips of the pen, such as writing feniendo for temiendo (October 13th). There are also lacunae and unclear or
unintelligible passages based on missing lines or paleographical problems faced by Las Casas.

Morison argues that if Las Casas did not alter the diary, then Colén must have done so inadvertently. He
points out that when Col6n realized his mistakes, he made no effort to correct them, but instead let them stand in
his Journal. In his Historia de las Indias, Las Casas wrote, "These are his very words, although some of them
aré not in perfect Castilian, since it was not the admiral's mother tongue.” Yet, in sll his writings, hardly a trace
of Ttalizm is found in Colén's correspondence, Which is written in Spanish or probably Portuguese, Ramén
Menéndez Pidal maintains that a large number of foreign words are Portuguese, not Italian (see Ramén Menéndez
Pidal, La Lengaa de Cristébal Colén, Madrid, 1947), and other similar studies by the same author), Morison
maintains that Colén was not literate in Italian. The issue is whether Las Casas falsified the diary to assist the
Colén family in its claim that the admiral was the sole discoverer of the Americas.

The Anti-Colombinos

In the Crown's case against Colén, known as the famous Pleitos de Colén, tes the origin of the Anti-
Colombino School. In the litigation two trends evolved. First, the Crown's effort to diminish the role of Coldn
in the discovery, and second, the claim mads by wimesses for the State that Colén had played a minor part in
bringing the enterprise to a successful conclusion and had gotten the idea for a westward voyage from others. In
the voluminous documentation extant in the Archivo General de Indias in Sevilla, the court transcripts of witness
testimony reveal how Colén could have learned abowt the possibility of sailing west. However, just as the Anti-
Colombinos make use of such testimony, so too do the Colombinos rely on the possibly sophistic character of the
witnesses.
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Colén, for example, had lived in the Azores and at Porto Santo in the Madeiras under Portuguese control and
knew of the locgl stories that kad flitted throughout the islands for decades about another Iand far to the west. For
years, strange looking cadavers had floated along the ocean currents and washed ashore on the Azores. Colén
himself bad doubtless seen them, as well as strange pieces of wood with markings on them, or unfamiliar plants
and trees that had also washed ashore.

There was also the story of Alonso Sdnchez and his connection with Col6n, as well as the role of Martin
Pinzén in the discovery. The men from Huelva and Palos who sailed with Colén in the First Voyage testified that
he was not the true discoverer, Rather, they submitted, the credit should go to Martin Pinzén or to Alonso
Sdnchez. In the case of Martfn Pinzdn, it was he who directed Coldn to change course three days before land was
gighted. The mutiny that Colén claimed had occurred when the men were afraid to continue the voyage was a
false charge, for Pinzén was summoned aboard the Santa Maria to convince a fearful Colén that the voyage must
continue. It was Coldn, said the witnesses from Huelva and Palos, who wanied to turn back when they reached
the Sargasso Sea. Later, to save face, Colén charged them all with mutiny, Unfortunately Pinsin, accused by
Colén of leading the mutineers and charged with desertion, never got to testify because he died a week after
having rsturned to Spain. Pinzdn actually srrived in Europe before Colén and announced the discovery, Accord-
ing to the Anti-Colombinos, Pinzdn and Sdnchez deserved credit for the discovery, and certain contemporary
Spanish officials supported that view. The records reveal resentment against Colén's clamm,

As for Alonso Sdnchez, he had long since died in the Azores, but the oral and written fraditions in Spain and
in the Americas persisted well into the 16th century of his discovery. According to the testimeony, Alonso
S4nchez, in 1484, had been sailing in the Atlantic near the Canary Islands when he was blown off course. Pulled
cut to sea, his ship passed the Sargasso 8ea, Everyone aboard was terrified beyond belief, for no one bad crossed
that last known stretch of the ocean filled with floating seaweed. After many weeks at sea, they struck land, an
unknown island. The natives there gave them food and water. Sdnchez, an experienced navigator, had carefully
kept a chart of their voyage. It was he who determined the circular currents of the Atlantic and discovered the .
Guif Current that ran north past the Bahama Channel and back to Burope by way of the Azores.

After endless difficulties, they left the large island, believed Iater to be Hispafiola, When they reached Porto
Sapto in the Madeiras, only Sdnchez and four others had survived the ordeal.  According fo Portuguese witnesses,
S4nchez heard that Coldn lived there and went to him for assistance. Colén teok them in and fed them, But
Sdnchez and his men, ill and exhausted, died soon after. As Alonso Sinchez was from Huelva, the witnesses,
some of them relatives, who testified in the Pleitos de Coldn, claimed that Colén bad stolen Sénchez' charts and
ideas, It was said that after 1484, Colén worked fanatically to persuade the kings of Europe to finance his dream.
Not only was the story repeated by several witnesses, it was also given new foree in the writings of Garcilaso de
Ia Vega, el Inca, in his Comentarios reales que tratan del origen de los Yncas (Lisbon, 1609), as well as by Gon-
zalo Fernandez de Oviedo y Valdés in Historia general y natural de las Indias, 14 volumes (written in 1526 and
1535 and published in 1851-1855).

A pumber of critics from the Anti-Colombine School have found support for their case in the witnesses'
claims against Colén. Henri Vignaud, Cecil Jane and Rémulo Carbia, among many, have not subscribed to the
Columbus legend. Instead they have taken a critical view of Fernando Colén's biography and the work of

-Bartoloms de las Casas. At the Congrés Imernational des Américanistes held in Sevilla in 1935, Carbia indulged
in a heated debate in which he called Las Casas a liar and a forger. William Giles Nash’s America, The True His-
tory of the Discovery (1524) gives an exocellent English rendition of the Anti-Colombino School's arguments
against the Columbus legend. José Alberte Aboal Amaro, editor, EI Pilote Desconocide, Un Andaluz descubriés
América en 1484 (1937) offers a Spanish language view of Alonso Sdnchez’ discovery.

Both Colombing and Anti-Colombino scholars are interested in knowing more about the origins of Colén. His
name and his nationality have stirred serious debates. A number of studies refer to these debates and are easily
identifiable by their titles. Likewise, his burial site has resulted in 2 nmumber of publications, as have documentary
collections containing contracts, diaries, reports, and correspondence by Coldn and his contemporaries. Ques-
tions regarding Colén's ships, his crew, his later life, and his beatification have been rescarched by scholars from .
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both schools and are included in the studies listed herein. The Quadricentennial of Colon's Vovage of Discovery
in 1892 resulted in & munber of publications o commemorate that event which have significantly influenced the
‘histeriography of Cristébal Coldn in the 20th century,

In 1992, duning the 5C0th anniversary of Colén's Vovage of Discovery, new views emerging from the Colom-
bino and Anti-Colombine Schools will have a Iong-lasting influence on how Coldn may be viewed in the 21st
century. Certainly, the Anti-Colombinos will find a ready ally in the Native American viewpoint as reflected in a
number of studies that have emerged to reassess the significance of the Eurocentric approach to the discovery of
the Amencas. It is 2 truism that when Columbus discovered America, the Indjans came out to meet him. The
© Columbus Quincentennial represents a point of departure for the new scholarship regarding the historiography of
Cristéhal Coldn and his times,

Joseph P. Sdnchez

Director

Spanish Colonial Research Center
National Park Service
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Fig. 3. Enhanced version of the map drawn in 1500 by Juan de la Cosa, Columbus’s pilot. On
the right is Europe, with an accurate outline of the African continent occupying the middle and
bottom portions of the map; on the left across the Mar Oceanum is the New World, consisting
of the islands discovered by Columbus, and North and South America. At the extreme left
hand side is a depiction of Columbus's patron saint, St. Christopher. (From Appleton’s Anrual
Cyclopaedia and Register of Important Events of the Year 1892. New York: Appleton, 1893.)
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