AN ANNOTATED CHECKLIST OF SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER BIRDS
FOR THE NORTHEASTERN QUARTER OF THE CHIRICAHUA MOUNTAINS
OF SOUTHEASTERN ARIZONA

By BrRuce G. ELLIOTT
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Tre Toliovinrs 1ist of hird species was cormiled as 2 result of field work
elTecteld betweern the first of Varch arc the 31st ‘of‘ Juiv, 1271, Searsey observations
vill be sc indicated or confined to a Fypothetical List (fppendix f). The purnose
of tir;lis naner 1= to nresernt & more recent synonsis of the ccourrence a2yl distrib ut;c"
o mimrent art btreeding species in the arez urder discussiorn, rarnered from as many
of the 'tiniczl’ heritats or blo-commuritiers nresent as nossitle, Te nrolect erep,
viick is {rlanmelar in Torrm, extends fror the lNew Mexleco "t“‘:.: fzre Tefure at
{iermzmz labe south to fnacke, Arizona ard then covers the Iinterveninr demert tetween
trese tvic mcints west to the mouth of Cave Cresk Canvon near Fortzl, /rizoma continu-
‘reour the carnyon te the peak rerfon, The airline distznee from Clenns
Aracte g ozrrroxirztely twenty-seven riles; fror eftrer one of these two roints Lo

Fortal atout sixteen alir miles, Trom Porta2l o Sustlers Park s gan giriine distance

of rine miles and vwithin the confines of Cave Creel canyon angd 16 42
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the study arez varled in wideh from 2 few dizen yards tc about cre ~uzrtsr ~ile,
Tre study arez includes four rlznt community tyres; the desgert rraselsard rarcing
from 2007 feet te its ‘ntercradztlion vith the chenarral or csl-wuo?lzn? helt zt
arout 97T feet., Thre latter exienis from G007 te T507 fect, btub varies 4r iis
eytrermes =g g 211 these ccr"“‘-'ﬂ fes due to the rupme? contourz of the ranme., Tre
;tnﬁcn—juni,t—:r association 1s generzlly defined as irn effect Yetween 500 ond 720
feet. The Dourlas fir-yellow plre helt extends fror F507 Lo the realk arez and con-
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tains wvhat 28 soretires celled a "Hudsonlan Tore" eleent in the Torm of fir forest

3

o the northfacings slopes of the highest reals, Jove Creek, for most of fts lensth
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Fas 2 lwruriozs end varlied riparien crowth. For Zetalled irformation pertalrins to

2

ds arez, ses the hrochure of the Southwestern Pernearch Station {(Tevise?:57).
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~ar Jocated on mere B4 will assist the resier fn self-orieriition of the loczlit’es
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Yerch, April and May fourd the author in the field from four to elrht hours
2zflv, usuzlly Ir several differernt communities. During June and July less time
for field wort was avallatle and this was focused on distributiorn of treedinc
specles anc nesting dates. A tour of ecolorically similar camvons in the neichtor-

irnm ranges wzs rade for comparative purposes from 2 May to 2 June of this vear.

-

deritificatione are rased upon field experience totaling fourteen months of the

last six vears in this area. Witk the exception of a few individuzl soecimens, all
igentifications were by sizht, effected as cautiously ané accuratelv as exverience in
thir area would permit. Trinordals are avoided excert in those cases where a form
nos morphologicecelly diasmostic field characteristics or from specimens thet were
igentified by cualified taxoromists. Otservations that appeared of 2 douttful

nature were re-checked as carefully as possible with availatle literature and/or

the collection of the University of Arizora. Mumbers of larre flocks are estirztes

}J

in which the author atterpted tc be conservative, but accurate.

n additlor to the study area rentioned above, a rnurbter of adiitionzl sightincs
are included of forms that culte possitly, due to the proxdmity of the observation
tc the outlined study ares, occur in this location amd thus merit erclosure to glve

z more comilete picture of the notertial avian population. In order to siirlify th

tert, locaticrs are keyved for use with the rap, Cormentz otrer than those indicatinr
Identificetion are the author's opinton hased upon hls Iinterputation of = situstion

or actions of the subject beingﬁ‘iééussed.

teful acimovledgement must be made to the fellowing individuals for thelr
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. E. Z. Fettyard v2ldo Abbot, Sarta Barbara Matural History Miseum; Mr. ard Irs.
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avice on the preparation of the parer and for reny immortant corrments cormiled
from thelir own:notes of field work in thls area. Finally, the author wishes to
express hig deevest gratitude to Dr. Mort A. Cazier, former Director of the
“cutiwestern Testarch Statlon of the American Museum of Hatural Fistory, Portal,
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and other assistance regarding this survef, and to both him and ‘iﬂis wife for their
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Podilymrus podiceps: PIFD-PILIED GREBE. A pair on the pond at Cienaca Lake

on U May in company with a Coot (Fulica americana). Probably repular in

migration on cattle tanks and storape pords.

brdez herodias: GPEAT BLUE MERON. One flushed from the 5.8 tank during

March by Cazier. Tour were found at Cienapgs lake on the 10th and 12th of
April. WUhen nct molested, they seem to prefer taking a stand in the branches
of the willcws that border the tank. They were not present at this location
after the end of May. HNHone are known as btreeders here, bu# seem to be a
remular transient. |

Hveticorax nveticorax: PLACK-CROWNED NIGHT EERON. See Hypothetical List.

fnas diazi: MEXICAN DUCK. On 10 and 12 April, four individuzls were found

at Cienaga Lake. On 30 April, seven individuals were present with two pairs
breedins bv the middle of June. They were the warlest of the waterforl
encountered at this tank, flushing out long ahead of the other less suspiclous
species of ducks, teal and coot. (n Sundayvs, vhen this tank is used by local
residentslas a fishing ares, the duckes retired to the £.8 tank although they
seemed highly nervous at this confined and unprotected location. Identificetion
to this'species ves made on the basis of the douhle-bordered speculum althourh
the securing of specimens would probatly show rakred dilution of the "species"
due to hytridization. A -

'

Anas cerolinensis: GREEN-WINGED TEAI,, On 10 March, two drakes and three hens

appeared at the 5.8 tank. On the 13th, only the two hens remained. They were
seen to feed on shails that occured in profusion along $he pond bank, On one
occasion, two of the hens, instead of swimming $o the far end of the tank to
avoid clese contaet with the author, climbed the bank and tock cover in clumps

cf grass in the manner of snipe, not flushing out until the author almost trod
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‘of rrast in the marmer of a snipe, not flusking out unttl the author zbmost trod
upor: them. They vere forced to waddie hurriedly down to water to achieve their
teke—off, seemingly uneble or unwilling to do so from land.

fnas cvanoptera: CINKAMON TEAL, A rele and female at Clenage lave on the 10th

of frril. Cxtremely urmarv, they perndtted an approach cof a few vards and then
swarm avzy 1n & most llesurely fashion, making no motion to take flight in contracst
to The other weterfowl on the pond a2t the time.

lTarece arericana: AMERICAN WIDGEON., Three drakes ard a hen at Cienaga lave on

the 10th of Apr*l, Hens were ruch lest shy than drakes. On 12 April, 14 Wideeon
were assertled on the pond, four of them hens. A1l feeding was done by cabhling
relow the water surface with no attemot to utilize.th-e Frain put on the dike-top
ty the Hew lexico State Cane Cormission.

Cethartes aura: TUPKEY VOLTURE. A few remzin in resident status trroughout the

vinter. TFirst noted ac a group of five over Sunny Flats on the 2fth of March.
Cormon over both the caryon where they are most often seen in croups, and as
single birds over the desert. Individuals apparently looliing over nestinge sites
on the ¢liffs west of Barfoot Park on the 2fth of April. Fxcreterent stzains along
cliff-tope, especially in the wind cave-riddled palisades above Summy Fleats
*ndlcete lonp-starding roost areas here ard probably nestingc sites., Up to

sixty Lirds seen hovering above these cliffs at tvdlivght durine May and April.

r"i.: -
ceiplter rFentilis: GCSHAWK, Seen by Cazier at San Siron ford on 22 March.

‘e

Another observation vas rade of a male at the junction of U.S. 8C and the Portal
road on 3C March. On 3 April, two birds were seen some distance apart on power
poles along U.S. 80 between Douglas and Fodeo. In addition to this group of

sightings, a streaked Immature was seen rerched on a horizental limbh over a small



nocl in East Turkey (reek on 23 June. No sirm of nestinr action was noted althouitt

there 15 2 propsed race, A, g. anache, that is said to oceasionally brred in thos
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tatus not yet fully determined as different from A.g.

feciniter striatus: SHAPP-SHIRNED EEWF., A pood hearsay record from Fett in

Pinery Canyon on the west side of the ranre on 23 April; Pett, Abbot and the author
firdinr another near Portal on the 2fth of April; 2 fin2l sightines that was proba-
tly the same tird at the former location, this on the 27th.

Acciniter cooperii: COCFER'S HAWE, Of repular occurence in riparian, four pairs

being found zlong five mileg of Cave Creek from Portal Ranger Station to a neint
3/4 of a2 mile atove the Research Station. Young are hatched by the middle of
June, usuzlly three, ore nest with two. Exact ascertations of territories was
peezible tecause the first and trird pair {from the cenvon routh) were acdult-
plumrased birds while pairs two and four were In streaked sub-adult dress. The
latter birds seem to have more confined territories although there is much overlap

in flicht huntinge witk pair four (sut—adults) having the nest with orly two errs.

These hawks have been seen harrassing Red-tailed Fawks (Tuteo jamzicensis) hut

apparently only for play. On the other hand, Red-tails at Guadalupe Canyvon in the
Peloncillo l'owtains pursued and rourhed-up 2 Coorer's Fawk that apreared In the
vicinity of thelr nest. The Accip%?e? is quite htoid, one hunting from the weather
station reccrding box in the Statiﬁn vard, irncring ail but the most oroxdrate
approach. One note of interest concersn a very young bird seen in flight over
Horseshoe Canyon, scuth of Portal on the 10th of May. Tt was obviously not lone
out of the nest from the appearance of the rectirces amd primaries and frem its

Incormetance at flicht, This would seem to indicate a very early hreeding date
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for one rair., Stellerg Jeys (Cvanoccitta stelleri) conjure & perfect irdtation

of this hawks' cail which almost invaria®ly lurer in one of the raptors from

futes jamaicensis: PED-TATLED HAKY. £ few nalrs along the canvon entrances, a

casuzl werderer at higher elevations. The eariy Sorine birds are more tvoical of

"

the "Fuertesi” type 2nd move about ruch more in their hurnting than the latter
arriving rreeders of the "Calurus™ race. Or 3 April, one of the latter type

was observed level with the Barfoot Park Tire tower at 8323 feet, the first
sigrting of this race for the season. On 2¢ March, 2 Ped-tail ves observed in
very umerual behevior, standing or a large 1irdt which inelined outeard and dowr—
ward from an oak near Fortal Panrer Station. The buteo was Htching itselfl
baciward down the limb,'iike a2 Creener in reverse, apparentlv vickinc some sort
¢ herk insects Irom crecks in the limb. Ore pzir was fowrd nrestine 4n a2 smells
indentation in & sheer cliff above Idlew?lde camp grourd. On tay 2, incubation
wes still in progress. The mRle would suprly food to the ferale in a spectacular
manner by Plving rapidly past while the ferale rose frorm the nest exscuting a
cormlete verticle circle. At the apex of her loop, the rele flyine about three
vards arove her would 'throw'! the prey, usuallv a cotton~tall or ground souirmel
which the larrer ferzle would deftly cateh from mid-air and drop back down on the
rest. Ycung Red-tails vere observeg on the side of the nest on the 1th of May.
Trese Lirds were gone by the 15th ;f July.

Putec swainsoni: SWAINSON'S BAWYK, The first sighting on a pair that nested in a

Gveamere at the San Simon ford on 7 fpril was contimved daily as_tﬂe bEirds worled
to commlete their nest. This was done arout the first of HYay. Copulation was
orserved twlce within ten mirutes on May 7th, both atterpts apparently successful,

Cn 13 June, Mr, Marty Mortensor ascended to the nest and found three downy young



yich whick he procured twe of them, for the purpose of ralsing ther for the
Somorz-frizons Desert Museum a2t Tueson. £t this time, the author estirmted then
te be about four to elsht days old. Although kept in an incubator ard harnd-fed
recularly, the older bird died on the 1¢tr, the second on the 20th. This hawl
is sparsely, but rerularly distributed on the desert.

Put=o alhonotaztus: ZONT-TAILED FAWY. See lypotheticzl List.

Futeo lamorus: ROUGH-LEGCED HAWK. A very few sichtings for this form recorded over

the Sar Simon valley during the Spring. One dark amd ore light phase irdivicdual
eacr policed a section of U.S. SC below Podeo for cerrion eveﬁf morning. One
dzrl: phase adult was‘f‘:)urd sitting on a yucca near the mouthk of Forseshoe (aryon
on the 12tk of May, kent to his perch bty a pair of ¥Western Kingbirds (Tyvramus
verticalis) trus permitting the author to approach to within a few vards tefore
the ra-tor sruiginly flew tc another perch a2 bit further off, nursued all thke
while by his tormentors. The bird can best be classified as uncormon in early
Scrine, leaving pricr te May.

Butec resalls: FERRUGINOUS HAVY. On 1f March, the author found a light chase

individual in flight over the Fortsal road near the 5.8 tank, About dawn on 20 April
tFe author with Pett and Abbot watched enother individual in flight east of Fortal.

Tris hawk 1s uncowmon in winter and prohably not presnet in late Sprine and Sumer.

“utec ritidus: GPAY HAWK., (h T ‘_fl‘prﬂ, while setting up a tr’i;ﬁod scope for obser-
vire waterfowl at Cierara lale, a merber of this specles alighted over the authors
position‘and vatered him intently, displaving mueh curiosity for some lenght of
tire. It_: was auite fearless and seemed to welcore a carful scrutiney 1n return.
The Oray Hawk is decidedly a rare bird in the cerparitively high, xeric San Siron

valley.



-0

~uilz ehrvsaehos: CCLOEN FASTE, Twe immature birds rerularly used adioinine

power noles for perches elong U.S.80 during March and April, disaopearing zbout

1 ¥ay probably to nest or at least seel mates, hicher in the mountains. An

agdult, large enough tc be an 61d femzle, was found at Sarfoot Park on the 2fth

of £pril while a vourrer bird was seen bty Rett, Ahbot and the author on the 2€th.
28 May found 2 vounrs bird soaring over the Station area. The author cammot help
-5ut corment on the apparert scarcity of these gilant raptcors during the (1' season.
urine previous visits, both surmer amd winter, these birds were remularly found
socaring alonc the rideeline of the ranpe, but the sightings during this study reriod
have heen disreily Tew. £ possitle expianztion is afforded by the findine of z dead
~irmature with its feet torn away from a pele trap, near Rodeo. These traps are
set by certain local ranchers who claim that the eagles carry off thelr voung

+ egalves! It is the authors wderstanding that Arizona recently nut this specles
on the protected list and as such, it should be safe-guarded, not slaughtered by

uninformed or malicious rorons.

Circus cvaneus: MARSH VAWY. or FARRITH, During March, 2 male hunted the desert

near Portzal every day. In April, he was replaced by a fermrle which rerained
until zbout the 25th., Farriers were never noticed to talke zrmvthing other than
insects {2ltrough of course they do). This is the only specles of rartor that

would cause the Legsgertezd Fwixe (Lan‘us ludoviciarus) to desert its bustton

lock—out posts and seek cover although the latter have teen seen rairtaining such
perches in close proximity to Red-tails and Swainson's Hawks, Peseibly the Farriers
hahit of tunting close to the grourd with its more erratic and thus pfesumably

rore apyresive or threatening flight moverents were rore intirmidzting to the

Skrike. Ore male was noted at Fodeo on 10 May, another south of Elfrieda (west

side of the range) on the 12th of May, a rather late date for this soecies in this

area,
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Pardion haliaetus: OZPREY, At Clenag= Lake on the 10th of April, an interestirg

icrting ol this extremely uncommon risrant in our arez. 4 light touch was pro-
viZed by the Fish-havlkc frantic efforts to tzke to the air at the authors acpear-
ance, this in the face of an extremely strong windstorm which swent him swiftly
vack into the tranches of his previous perch with halarious results. Pinzlly
strupgeling free, it hovered over the author in the face of the wind for some time
inspezting ‘r~:'ur and then Tlew off to the south. Trere is one previcus notation of
this specie in Marshall (57) who lists it as "migrant at lave, 1; Chiricauhua,

April 1k, 1952", which I interprut to mean Rucker Iave in the south end of the

Oae cbrevusd by BGCE + 18

2k i hwazt cbSdvuevs ua Stave

renge. 1t 1s Zecidedly a rare bird in the San Simon vallev,

Beack May 29,1992,
Falco rexicanus: PRAIRIE FALCON. The authors party came uron ore rerched on a

fence rost near The mouth of Horseshoe Canyon on 1C May. Uncommon on the desert

arg rear the footrilles,

Falco pereprimus: PEREGRINE FALCCN. One bird watched flving over Pustlers Park

from the direction of the Sulphur Springs valley, the cbservation from Barfoot Fire

Tower on 17 Mey. It has not been seen since. The author was in commany with Philliops

when the latter dlscovered a Peregrine in the Sulphus Springs valley near Toz

Cabezas con December 16th, 1955. This species is rare, but may nest occasionally

in the range when Berd-tailed Plgeons (Columha fasciatz) are rientiful.

Faleo smarverius: SPARRCY PAWY, }:i}entiml or the desert during 2pril, z valr rest

-

ing at Cienaga Iake on the 1Zth of April., Another palr were found feeding voung
on 2€ foril at Rustlers Park, the nest beins an abandored cavity of a Flicler

(Colantes cafer) in a pine srag anidst dense tirmter, Young were out of the latter

rest on the 13tk of May., The species is seldom seen after Mav.

Cellivepla souameta: SCALED QUAIL. Fairly cormon on the desert up te amd around

Fortal.

Aine
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Loohortvy pambelli: GAMBEL'S QUAIL. Present 1n large numbers from just above Portal

e

down into the desert. Parents with downy youns obtserved ebout the first week In
y

June.

Crvtonyx montesurae: HARLEQUIN QUAIL. See Hypothetical List.

velesris sallovavo: TURKEY. The introduced race, Y. g, merriarci, appears to be

reasonatly sucessful as the birds are evenly distributed throughout the range,
althoush more conspicious before the summer influx of tourists and campers during
vhich time the fovl seem to take to more isolated areas. Mostly Tound in the pezk
arez arouwrx meadows like Pustlers P?rk, vet there are a numbef.cf birds at the
Station during tre winter, individuals havine been noted at the serbape durg as
of 25 July. OQur party found two gébblers Gisplaying for a group of seven hens at
marfoct Camp Ground on 25 April, the birds ignoring our presence vwhije we were in
ou- velricle onlyv a few feet away.

Tulicz arericanz: AVERICAN COOT. A sinple bird with four arerican Widpeon and a

Pied-billed Grebe at Clenaga Lake on the 21st of Spril.

Crzredrius vociferus: KILIDEER. Fegular about the desert tanks in the Spring,

present in larre nurmbers at Cienaza Lake during early April. One pair nested at
the 5.8 tank, ecgs apparently laid by the 2ith of April.

Carellz sallinacco: COMWON SNIPF. An individual aprearing with other shore-tirds,

was Tound at the 5.8 tank from the 12th to the 17th of April. In fed bty rrotineg,
]

tenering tle snz2ils on the tank, In ébntrast vith the flush-and-aerial-escape of
the other shtore-birds when disturbed, the snipe resorted to a 'freeze' even when
clearly exposed on the mud bank. It was the only form present that did not make
directly for another tank vhken Tinally forced to take wing, but almost imediately
Gescended into the nearty decert and walked btack to the tank, usually anpearing

in its former location within ten to fifteen minutes.

Actitus raculsria: SPOTTED SANDPIPER. An‘hnusual appearance for this specie at

tre “tation in tre stream bed behind the laboratory on the 15th of Mzrch., Tdenti-
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fied ty the author on the 1£th, the last occurence date for this locaticn.

Frnother sizhting for this specle wacs made on € April at the 5.8 tank with infre-
guent sightings here unt4l the 23rd. The recording of this srecle fram the

Staztion is quite interesting, both the altitude and habitat conditions being father
unuzsuzl. While at the Station, the birg spent 1ts time hunting under small stones

below the shellow water surface.

Erolia beirdif: 3ATRD'S SANDFTPER. £ single tird, with the two below-listed

specles, at the 5.8 tank on the 24th and again on the 2%th of April.

frolia mirmtilla: LEAST SANDFIPFR. Three individusls bn the 25tk of Arril at the

£.f% tank. This date fourd the larpest concentration of shore-birds recorded durings
this survey, comrising these three individuals, three Spotted Sandpipers, two
¥Filldeers, and one YWestern Sandpiper (See below).

Ireunetes mauri: VESTERN SANDPIPER,  As mentioned above, one bird present st the

wrd

5.0 tank on the 24th remaining through to tre 2fth of April.

Cclumra fasciata: BAND-TATLED PICEON. Although a single maie was noted at the
Yaloney Crchard s early as the 2Cth of fpril, the bird did not become repularly
noted until zbout the middle of May. ¥Nesting seems to be urderway about the
second week in June. A member of this specle was observed by several observers

or the 21st of July being attzcled by four fcorm Yoodpeckers (Melenerpes

formicivorus) while the pifecn crouched defensively amidst the Tfoliare of an
4, .

-

cal tree. The conflict, as sugrestes by Could, was protably over thre acorn suprly.

cenz1da asiatica: WHITE-WINGED DOVE, Pirst appearing at Portal atout the 22nd of

April, common and cormencing nesting activity by the 30th, £ few individuals

irregularly ascend the riparian and the xerie slopes along the canyon walls to

ebout funny Flats,

7enaidura macroura: MOURKTIG DCVE. Pesident, soretimes in heavy concentrations

;

P YU
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in the desert, lesc frecuently alonc the ecanvon water—course. A few fed remlarly

L3
zt the Station durdns April, but none were sighted in thies arez after the 23rd of

e LT
that month.

Geococcvx californianus: ROADRIPKER. Regularly distributed in the foothills and

cr: the desert. They often use the tops of telephone poles as rreenins =nd ohser-
vallor: posts, although with thelr inadecuate landine techniocue the zuthor would
1i¥e very mach to see one in the process of attzinine such a perch. They have
been cobserved taking lizards and insects with frezt success, but one individua?

observed stalldng and attackineg a group of Limits (Carpodacus mexicanus) that

were sltting on a berbed wire Tence, only succeeded in reducing the zuthor to 2
stage o7 unconirelable hilarity with its ludicrously ineffectual attack. No
younz tirds have been rioticed unp to the 2lth of July.
Crder STRIGIFORMES: (VLS

As 2 preanble to this section, the autror wishes to make elear that while his
swrveys for night hirds were freguent and rany localities were visited, due to the
contrast between the infrequency of sightings by this writer and nast reperts by
experts on these species, the authors observations and audial records only indicste
a species' presence and do not reflect its true distritution.
Ctus asic: SCHEECE OVL. One individuszl at the Station on the 2%h of March., A
few aulial records along the canvon uritil about the first of June when most of the
ozl srecies seens to qulet down congidératly. Mostly found in more oren Pine—calk

woodland,

Ctus trichonsis: WFISKERED OWL. On 21 March at the Station; 13 Mav at VWest Turkey
Creel; a pair calling for a Tull week throurhout the middle of Mav at the Station.

In riparian with heavy conifer adjoining.

i m e ms e
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Otus flammeclus: FLAMULATED OWl. Ore in thick pine at West Turkey Creek on the’

12th of May. One at the Station during late May. Probable aucdial record at Rustlers . :

—c,

Parl: on 7 June.

Bube virgintamus: GPEZAT HORNED OWL. Resident and almost common, found during the

day in Sveamores along the riparian, hunting at night over meadow areas like Sunny
Flats and in the desert btelow Portzl., Hooting was cormon and probably a good
indication of distribution during May when at lea:st ten and possibly more owls of
this species were heard at about 230C to OUOD hours on the Oth of Vay. On 11 May,
2 femzle was heard hooting by the dining room window of the Station main house.
*hile the author wes attempting to pi.r.'r;)oint the location of the bird, some small
rarmal flushed from cover near the calling tird whereupon another ur-to-then
silent btird sg/éoped upon it with apparfint success and both birds then lew off
together. This mey Imlicate tear-work hunting in this snecies.

Micrathene vhitnevl: FLF OWL. From the 20th of fpril to about the middle of

June, this small nocturnal raptor was a cormen ferm in the riparizn a2long Cave
Treek. Individuals showed a marked rreference for Junirers and arpeared slrost
invariably in srall groups of trree to about six tirds. Ixcept for brightlv-lit
moonlisht nights, calling ceased after about tre 17:h of June,

Spectric cundcuiasria: PUPRCWING Oi'L. See Evpothetical List,

Strix occidentalis: SPOTTED OdL. .4 single from Tustlers Park on the afternoon of
the 21st of March, verched on a f‘ailen snag over the meadow. A family sroup 1s
tacy in the South Fork Camp Cround, exactly where Hardy and Tanner (58) found them
in 185€, There are at least five birds, hunting in the riparian at dusk, roosting
duﬂng the day 1n wind caves high along the talus-cliff border.

Caprirulras vociferus: WHIP-PCOR-WIIL. The earliest record, a calling bird, 2t

the Statlion on 22 March, but the species did not tecome common until about the first

of }ay, being comon alene coniferous-~covered north facing slcpes and in rinerian
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ttoms throushout the length of the canven.

Phaleencotilus rwtiallisi: POOR-WILL. Two hirds arrived at the Station on 18 April,

tilizine the moth-attracting lights of the Laboratory for a hunting area. The

=

species becae cormon about the last week in April but much less voclferous near
the end of May when breedinr btecomes underway. Desert breedins birds below Port
that grobably nest earlier, were calling again, after a month and 2 half of comare-
tive silence, on the 22nd of July.

Chordelles minor: COMMDK NIGHTHEAWY. One observation over Rodeo at dusk about the

2rd of July. There is 2 possibility that an oceasional pair mav treed here.

Crordelles acutipennis: LESSFER NIGHKTHAVY.. Rirst noted from Cz2ve Creek below

Portzl on £3 April. RNesting pair n desert two 2né one-helf miles north of the

Sar: Siron ford on 18 Mzy. A common s T resident on the desert below and arourgd

e

ortal,

feronzutes saxatalis: WHITE-THROATED SWI®T, Pirst observed near Surnny Flats on

tre Ltr of March. Repular at 21l elevations at all times of day throurhout the
rarce. Of Interest 1s that they are found low over the desert east of the main
range near Rodeo about noon on clear days. Colonies of resting birds are on
the cliffs at Sunny Flats and at the end of South Fork Canyon. In their evening

insect-hewking, Chey often associate with Violet-rreen Svzllows (Tachveineta

gein2} but rever with Furple Yertins (Proene subis).

frehilochus alexardri: BLACE-CHTMIFD WIMSIMABRTED, The secord trochilid to arrive;

zt the Station feeders on 31 arch. “unbers increased very rapidly with of ght to
ten males and half again as many femmles in attendance by the third of 2pril. By
rid-Jure the rales seem to move awayv to establish territories, only those few with
such areas proximzte to the Station aopesring with any frecuency. Courtship divine

roted about 17 April. Several nests are located in the vieinity of the Station,
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zrotably in denser concentration tha" would be normzl without the artificial food-
surrly. Tris specles, because of its smaller size, seems easily intimidated by )
the wasps that 2lsc use the fecder. This form is regularly encourtered on the

desert, but not much ahove 9000 feet. Pemales will not tolerate a male of their

species on the feeders with them.

Selasrrorus rufus: RUFOUS EUMMDNGEIRD. An adult rmle observed at the Station -

about 21 Aprdl. The author fourd 2 first year male on 22 April, zlsc at the
Steztion.  Two rales, both with incomplete gorgets, but one with a green back and
one coapletely rufous, fought over perchinrs rights at Sunny Plats on 2% July.

Selesvhorus rlaiveercus: BROAD-TATIED HIMYINGRIRD., A 21 April sichiine by

lasciewsid in g Pensturmon (sp) pateh by Portal Ranger Station is the first season
observetion., A partially corpleted nest found by Gould by the Junction of the
Fast Turkey Creev-Paradise read on 22 June was found destroyved or the 2¢th. This

specles 1s more common in the srall meadows near the ridee of the range, uncommon

by

riparian down to about the Station.

Turenes fulgens: RIVOLT'S FIBDWINGEIRD, Cazier four? z male st the Station on

¢ April. In contrast to past behavior of this specles as reported to the author,
the reles seelr toc have a falrly amiable relationship with the other species while
at the leeder bottles, even orserved feeding simltancously Trom the ssme tube

withia rmale Larpomis clemenciae. yThe female is another ratter however, ruling

the feeder arez and no other trochilids are allowed near the feeder whlle she is
there. The r2les of this form are bold in rerard to display and often hover only

a foot or so in front of an observer, moving violently from sice to side flashing

the gorret. Femzles have buzzed the author when he approached their feeding areas.

Nest tullding seems to be started about the second week 4in Jure.

Lamornis clemencize: RBLUS-THROATFD MIRMINGBIRD, The f1irst hurmer to appear this

e R an At me At o = B G adn maan e s s
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yezr. & female came tC the feeders on the 17th of March, the day pricr to &

light snow-drizzle. Vithin z week, mrmerous birds of both sexes arrived with

tre veak of attendance being four rales and five females on 18 Mzy. This number
decrezsed as btreeding began in June. Cne mele had a territorv on the abandoned
Maloney ranch house, the structure being covered with a solid rass of blooming
Honeysuckles. This species is comon from the éanyon mouth to about €500 feeﬁ_

In riparian. An interesting behzvior note concérns a female whe 1n early April
took a station on a small wire amldst the prowth at the foot of the feeders and-
amcushed the first bird of any sex or specles that attempted to ut4lize the
bettles. The other hrmers usually fed hurriedly while she was still out pursuing
the first victim. She was finally driven awav by a very detefmined female Piveli's
Hrrinsbird., Females of this specles are still agulte intolerant of other hummers
near ther ancd often in the midst of aprarently congental co-feeding, will turn

on the others ard atterpt to drive them off., 2 mle which had atterpted to
establish a territory in a flower patch bty Portal Rarigcer Station was driven away
bty a rale Broad-talled Bummingbird, the omly instance that T have recorded of a
srell trochilid intimidating a lareer one.

Amazilia verticalis: VIOﬁET—CﬁowNED BUFFINGEIRD.  The first definate report was by

Gould on the 2fth of June at the Station. The auttor found it on the 27th and it
rerained until at least the 17th gf Fugust foraring in the thicker willow
grovwth along Cave Creek, avoiding"iarge bushe or trees.

Hvlocharis leucotis: WHITE-EARED HUMMINGBIRD. The three sightings of this species

which is reportedly an uncommon breeding form in the United States, a1l czme during

tre latter part of June. The first sighting vas by the author on the 27th, a fex_

male at the feeders hottles which returned several times that day. A very
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reputetie heresay sighting of an adult male by Davis was made at Jdlewllde camp

srourd on 28 June. An indivicual identified by Davis as 2 probeble-bird-of-the-year

was taken by Gould about one-half mile down canyon from the Station at 5300 feet
on 3 July. The latter is now in the collection of the University of Arizona.
Both: Tavis and the author know this species well from prior field work in Mexico
vhere the vVhite-ear is a common bird.

irosen eiepansg: COPPERV-TATLET TROGON. The first actuzl sighting was r=de on ©

¥ay at Camp Stuart camp ground althouph carmpers reported hear:lpg a trogon near-by
for "several days". A male was fourd here at dawn on 10 May and a2 few mirmtes
lgter at Sunny Flats two addition2] meles were found célling: on opposite sides
of the meadow area. This would seem to indicate at least th."ée rale Trogons in
Cave Creek on this date. On the 20th of May, while 2 male was preening in front
cf the Cycamore srag that was lzter to be the nest site » & group of Mexlcan Jays

(Achelocome vltrararina) mobbed the bird for some ten minutes., This was not seen

repeated although the author is sure that he bad previously seen Jayvs in the
viecirdly ol the Troron while the latter was calling and no mobbing took place on
these other occasions. The fem=le was found on the 2rd of June entering the
aTorementioned snag with nesting material arm? hased on rer actions, the author con
—cluces that egrs vere laid sometime near the middle of June. The femzle call
varles from the rale in that the "Cg_ryj-cory-cory" not.e is very soft and wartling
ard she also has a very subdued "E‘jﬁz;ee-e-&eeee" which is slmost insudible at
twenty feet. Trere is ancther breeding psir near the Fortal Panger Station in the
riparian on tre southeast side of the road. The funny Flats pair did much post-
treeding wandering in South Fork, where Davis found them inspecting cavities es if

joclking for a spot to raise a second brood.

e e e e e



}ecacervle alcvon: BELTED KINGFISHER, - Single birds were observed on April 12th

anc 1%h at the Clenare Lake refuge and on 17 April at the Station. In the latter
instance, three Elackwchinned Kummingbirds feeding at the syrur bottles attacked
a lone KingTisher who flyine about €0 feet away over Cave Creek. The four birds
fiew out of sight toward the Hert Martyr dam with the humingbirds still pressing
thelir furious pursult. In 1060, a Kingfisher was seen &t this latter location.,

Colavtes cafer: RED-SHAFTED FLICKER. Cormon at 211 elevations as 2 resident.

Courtship advances noted about the first week in April, one attempt at copulation
at the Station on 20 April. Two nests near the Station near the end of June.

Felznernes formicivorus: ACORN WOODFEOVER. Probatly the most comron rield in the

Chiricauruas. Usuzlly in rizarian, but & rele found at 80T feet on 2€ Arril and
a Tev palrs establishing sites within a thousand feet of this altitude 4n early
Par modify this latter generality. The species does a freat deal of flv—catching
&l uses an elesborate flight with rany fancy loops and twirls as part of fts
courtehln activity. |

Lsvnfesmus lewis: LEWIS!' WIODPECITR. A sinzle sighting from the Stztion on 8 ay

ty Ctein, Angstadt and the author. The bird was cuite shv ang unanproachatle,

Spyranicus varius: VELLOV-BFLITED SAPSUCYER, A corron wintering form, all $fndiv-

1duals leaving for their breeding grounds to tre north ty 10 April, fernles leaving
atcut five to seven days after the meles. Pirds were of thre S. V. nuchalis tyvpe

--;‘.: -
a2lthough the author took a kybrid * stween this form and S.v.varius in Decerber of

155F at Sunny Flats, the latter 1g mow in the Frillips ecollection ‘n Mexico City.

Sphvrapicus throldeus: WILIIAMSOK'S SAPSUCFER. Of repuiar occurence among the
heavier stands of conifers at higher elevaticns from 1 Septerber to ricddle May.

£ perdorirance of ferales in the feeding groups of from four to nine tirds, I¥rs,

fuddington found a femele in the riparian back of the Statlon on 3 April; the author

found what was probably the same bird here on the 20th. Tt was feeding with 2
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femzle Hairy Woodpecker (dendrocopos villosus). A female in Rustlers Par) on

May 17 formed an extremely late closing record for this season.

Dendroconos villosus: HAIRY WOODPECKER, Regular in the peak region, casual

amone larger stands of conifers at lower elevations in the Spring. It is a
post-treeding wanderer to the lower 1limit of riparian during late June and early
July. A specimen taken at Rustlers Park on 25 April wes identified as D. v. ilcastis
the resident race.

LDendrocopos arizonae: ARTZONA WOODPECKER., "Farily common and widely distributed

throurhout the canyon area. This species is found mostly in encinel and riparian.
They range at least to 7000 feet as two were seen by Gould at this altitucde 0.4
miles by road southeast of Onion Saddle on 24 June, a single' bird heard by Davis
at this location on 25 June, a pair of adults accorpanied by two full-grown
Juvéniles by Davis on 2 July, the femzle vas seen to feed one Juvenile suecresting
that this was a family group and that breeding had occured at or near this
location™ (Davis).

Tyrarmus verticalis: WESTERN KINGRIRD. The first sighting on ¢ April was a single

bird at the statlon, the species regular below on the desert by the 20th. Two
pairs began nesting here on the 26th., Since the first sighting, no Vestern
¥insbird has been seen ferther up—canyon than the beglnning of the rirarizn at
Portal Ranger Station. A

Tyranrus vociferans: CASSIN'S KINCBIRD. A first record from Cienaga Lake on 10

April with another at the Station on the 13th, two birds present and initiating

nesting on the 20th. Additional pairs were found breeding at Portal by the 2lith;
at one location, two pairs of Western Kingbirds were separated by a pair of this
form. The total linear distance between the three nests was 35 paces, certainly

a corpressed territory with so much adequate habitat available here for two forms

as ageresive as these birds are.




Mylarchus tyrammulus: WIED'S CRESTED FLYCATCHEF. One pair one-hz1f mile. up

South: Fork on 1 Mav. £ nest could not be found or was there anv sien of breedins
activity although the birde were observed often in this area. JI¢ is of interest
that siriler canyons in other ranges in this guarter of the state showad Figher
populations of this specles 4in habitate ranging from riparian on the eastern
flanks of the Fuachmcas and Santa Rita Mountzins to the rather Xeric, narrow
fenfines of Guadalupe Cafion in the Peloncillos. In the latter location, this
specles wac nesting as of f May,

Mviarchus cinerascens: ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER. At Ciemaga lake on D Aprid

tecomins corron up and some distance alonz the canyon by the 20th. One pair
nested by the San Simon ford 2s early as 12 May. After 10 Mzy, there was a
larre population influx higher into the canvon with several pairs half e mile
short of Cnion Saddle. They seem to rrefer more open areas than their conzZeners.

iylarchus tuberculifer: OLIVACEQUS FLYCATCHER. Fairly numerous in heavy rirarian,

especially near conifers, although not in the latter growth. From Portzl =anger
Statlon to 7607 feet (a few), comoner at lover aititudes. Pirst arrival noted
on 20 frril, peiring by the 2%th. Intense disputes were noted between Yood

Pewees (Contomus sordidulus) and this species for territories, especially Suring

early Fay when four such conflfcets vere noted at wicdely separated points. This

rust. be attrituted to feeding areas other tran nesting sites due to thre difference
;!‘.: -

in nest site types used by the two species.

Sayornis niericans: BLACK PHORRE. Rather cormon durlng Spring, scarce to rare

during surmer. Confined to wet areas in riparian, nesting underway at the Station
about 3 lFay, this nest abandoned amd re-butlt under a Station feot bridege on 16
May. Three rests on the Station, two more down—canvon (Pug's “ridge and Carp
tuart Iridge). Two rests under cabin eaves Ialf a mile up South Fork; others

on Station grourds urder a bridge, on side of an abtandoned septic tank, and
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another in the bed of a florescent light on & cabin porch. Latter pair were

terporarily driver~off by a wardering Say's Phoebe (Savornis sava)trat appeared

on the 4ith of May and left the same day at dusk.

Sevornis sava: SAY'S PHOEEE. A few on the desert, first noted at Cienapa Lake on

10 koril, a pair at Trollers on 1€ April, and a nest with downy vouns in an
grarconed house near Horseshoe Canyon on 1C Yav; another at the hore of A. Steél
at Portal on 23 May contained nearly fledred _{roung. £s mentiocned under the account
of the Black Phoebe, one drove off a palr of the latter forms when it appezred

at the Station on 4 May. Tt then succeded in traroing itself Vi.n a2 cabin, possibly
while hunting a nest site, a2lthough tf)e altitude and rabtitat would have been
urusuzal for this form.

Mriodinastes luteiventris: SULPHUR-FFLLIED FLYCATCHER. Not appearine until about

the 1st of June, becoming sparsely distributed in riparian Frowth, They are culte
vociferous ard thus prominent additions to the canyon fauna. Breeding site hunting
wes observed curlng the 2nd week in Jure.

The ropidonax cormlex

The difficulty of making accurate identification of menbers of this rerue is
well understood, especially when specimens canrot be faken. Migrant birge usually
dc not sing and vriﬁh one excention, rnone of the Frpidoraces found durine this
curvey was beard 1n voealization c_}bhen than the 'nit' note whicr seems to te
cormori to all the western forme, A;'.‘ith this in mind, it js sugrested that the
following idertificatiors T3y be considered tentatively correct, upon the basis
of actions, sites of chservation (admittedly of somewhat dubious value during
micration) ard appearance of the form usu2lly in the area from dates sugrested
by Brandt and Bent.

Frolidonax traillii: Probably sighting at Surmy Flats on 28 April. Two days

oreviously, the author had ample opportunity to watch singing tirds of this
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species along the Gila River at Wk, Mew Nexlco and had been ilmpressed
by the very clear white of the breast ard throat plummage in corparison with
specirens of k. wrightil armd Fammondii/oberholseri previously secured in the
. Chiricauhuas in the Spring of 1955,

Erriderax hammordl]/oberholseri: HAMMOND'S or DUSKY FLYCATCHERS. ko further

specuiation other than that 2 migrant of this type was found 4n 2 fringe area between
encinal and riparian at the Station on 25 April.

Sridonax wrightil: GRAY FLYCATCHER. Many Fmpldonaces seen during Aprll, all

th the habit of tucking the tail in alrost a vertieal ms*tmn were probably
this specles. This clue was described to the author as supposedly & reasorably
constant indicator of the Gray Flycatcher. If 80, the CGray Flycatcher was the
rost cormon Empidonax during thé Spring 1961 migration.. It was confined to
Crapperal and Desert Willow near arroyos at low elevations.

Coritorus pertinax: COUES! FLYCATCHER. Fourd 2€ Lpril In the Rustlers Park zrea

with about two to six tirds every one and a half miles along the crest trail by
the 1fth of May. Nesting urderway on this latter date; a speciren taken on the
3rd of Jure was a femmle of C. p. pallidiventris.

Contorus sordidulus: WESTERN WOOD PEWFE. Abundant at all elevations, extending

sperintly even far out along the desert woshes, A first arrival, at the Station

on 2% fpril. Nests could be fourd every forty to fifty yards 1n riparian; 12 nests
within 30C yard radius of the Qtation Main building in June. Trere is some evldence
of doutle-broods. Two specirmens taken during June proved to be C. s. vellied.

Mtutallornis borealis: OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER. ne, with a Yood Fewee, at the

Station on 24 fpril.

Pyrocenhalus rubimus: VFRMILLION FLYCETCHER, £ pair appeared at Clerama lake on

3 April, began nesting almost irmediately armd after ralsing their brood, left *

leaving the area to their progeny. This may Prtiis to be a very early nesting date,
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as young were fledzed by the 8th of May. During April, a first-vear rmle
renzined about the spring et the Station, often in close contact with Pewees H
although neither of these species would tolerate the proximitv of a Olivaceous
Flycatcher. A palr nested by the Portal Post Office, incubation urderwvay by

2% April. Three adult meles ard one female were at the Troller ranch on 7 July.

Ererophfla aloestris: HORNED LARK, Abundant on the more grassy parts of the

lowlards; prdhably more common along the western slope of the range. Young
birds near U.S. B) on 24 April.

Jachveinetz thelassina: VIOLET-GREEN SWALIOWS. Larre n.:mbers at Cienagz lake on

1C April with Tree Swallows (Iridoprocne btiecolor). 2 and 3 April fourd z hueh

wave of Violet-greens ascending the caryon at dusk in a loose, driftine cloud,
Several hurdred birds in sight at one time. Less shurdant concentrations have
beer seen In this crepuscular moverent since. It 1is common at all elevations
and there is evidence of resting about 6 May.

Iridonrocne bicolor: TREE SWALLOW. From 10 April at Clenags lake, a few pairs;

they probably do rot breed here.

Stelridonteryx ruficollis: ROUGH-WTNOED W’AL[O&' A sighting on 22 May at Portal

Post Office of a palr hawking over the parkirg area, the only record from this
Irmediate area, Also found at pord on Slaughter rapeh east of Douglas in July,
with no sign of nesthg activity. s

Hirurdo rustica: RARN SWALLOW: Tn the survey area, a sincgle north-hourd rligrant

over the desert two miles east of Portal on 22 May. A pair rest by the railroad
depol in Douglas, arriving this area by 23 April. Two active nests were fours
on top of light globes under the porch of the U.S. Customs Office at Haco,

Arizorna on 2 Jure, adults feeding yourg. A return visit on 2 July fourd toth pairs

[P
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starting second broods. None of the immature birds from the first btrood were
noticed in the arez. The status of this species in Arizona is not yet fully
ascertained, accordine to Prandt (51).

Petrochelidon pyvrrhorota: CLIFF SWALLOW. Cazier first moticed this species!

colony below the over—pass of U.S5, E0 crosing the Southern Pacific railroad at
Zodeo near the end of June. The author's visit on 1Z July fourd 33 nests ard
abcut 7C tirds. A specimen taken on 15 July pfoved to be P.p. minima. This
race has 111°t teen known to breed in New Mexico previous to this colony's dis-
covery by Cazier. P.p. tachine btreeds further north ard in the Rio Gramde Vallev,
As of 1& July, yourg were still teing fed in twe of the nests amd rrotably rore,
wrich 1s considerably later than Bramit's (51) listfig as the middle third of
June being the end of the season. The colories included in the £.0.U, Checklist
and those mentioned in Brandt seem to be defunct as the suthor visited the
locations at San Berrardimo, St. David, Sorpita, hereford amd leslie Caryon,
Ar:zona, all without finding a trace of the species. Gould reporis seeing

£117f Swallows near one of the bridges along U.S. 9 north of Douclas zs of

20 July.

Proene subis: PURPLE MARTIN. Mumerous in the Rustlers Park area during June of

1¢5=, Four rzles and two females were fourd on 17 and 18 Jure flyirg over Yert
vartyr Lake and a few more are segn occasionally near the crest, but the specles
is on the vhole rather uncommon this vear,

Cvanoceltia stelleri: STELLER'S JAY. Frequently seen in riparian at low elevations

curing the winter. Most iIndividuals seem to move into the peaks about the first

of May. Often seen near Mexican Jays (Aphelocoma ultramarina) but not associating

directly with them. Stellers seem Just as nolsy amd nosey as their fellow corvids,

tut satisfy their inguisitiveness rore urobtrusively and with rore stealth in
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approach. They do lesg 'robbing' than other Jays. Stellers were nesting at
Rustlers Park by the Joth of June, some birds feeding young out of the nest on the
fth of Julv. Their variety of calls is well krown and the.observer cannot always
depend on audizl recording of such forms as Flickers and Cooners Hawks when he
knove that Steller's Jays are abtout.

hohelocormz ultremarine: MEXICAN JAY., Widely dlstributed in nolsy famlly zroups

throughout the encirml and riparian. Nesting in Jure 1s postulated from a
penerzl ouieting-down of the 'gangs', althoush no nests have Been fourd, Jays
have been fourxi robbins Ped-taills, ov}ls, ravens, trogons, snekes and bobcats, A

croun of Jays, accomanied by a2 male Hocded Oriole (Icterus cuculletus), ard a

rale Flue-throated Hummingbird were watched by the author vocally assaultire

a racer (Masticonus) early in Jure. Ore pair of Jays drink resularly from a
drirpine tap im thd. Station yard, stamding on their heads over the tap-valve to
reach the triclle of liquid. In an experdiment to test their reputed intellirence,
a garden hose was attached to the tap and the hose extanded alorg the erourd its
full length (some forty feet). A Jay landed on the usual watering nlace, hesitated
only a few seconds ard then flew directly to the.hose nozzle and beran to drink!
Vater could ret be sean from a line viewed level with the valve-tap to the

mzzle , ard noc Jay had heerr seen in the arez whille tte authcor was preparing the

exverirent. A -

Anhelocoma cosrulescens: SCRUB JAY. Two birds in the scrub growth along Cave
Creek below Portal from the midcdle of March into July. MNo evidence of breeding
activity was found,

Corvus corax: OCOMMOM RAVEN. Rather uncommon inear the peaks. At least one bird

at Rustlers Park duriré Spring, on April Z5th the bird was otserved in a series of ,
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aerial acrobatics that was quite spec£acu1ar with much looping, diving, twisting -
and 'power stalls'. A nest high along the cliffs above Sunny Flats was noticed

on 2 July, young still being fed. On 23 July, five birds were seen flying noisily
2lones the base of these ¢liffs, three obviocusly smaller and less fully plummaged,
undoubtably young-of-the-year.

Corvus cryntoleucus: WHITE-NECKED RAVEN. TFrenuertly found on the desert. Three

tirds were fourc mobbing 2 Farrier near Skeleton Canyon on 1¢ April; a flock of

£E2 birds came from the area near Podeo on 2f Aprdl flyings in one loose proun
toward Cienagz lake; three specimens from this partv was taken by Pett near the
5.8 tank. £ nest near the junction of U.S. 20 had three voung cn the 13th of May,
two of which fledrged by 10 June.

Huecifraga colurbiana: CLARK'S NUTCRACKER. £ pair foud by the author's party at

atout 8600 fest near Fustlers Park on 3 April. The author found at least one

bird on each of his winter and early Spring visits to this area and it is probatly
a repular, but sparsely distributed winter resident. One btird remeined at the
Station during December of 1055 and soon becams rerarded as a pet. It could be
fed from the hand and was cuite unwary. It died of naturzl cuvses near the end of
Decerber and the specimen, now in the Station collection, proved it tec ke a rele
with the skull very heavi y cseified.

Farus sclateri: FEXICAN CnICVADrPas Resident, in winter rostly in conifers, but

later descerxis as 2 host—breed_ng vanderer to the lower 1limits of mixed encinal-
coniferous forest in the deeper canyons, where Gould found adults feeding bob-tailed
young at €400 feet on One June and with some sightings down to €000 feet.

Parus inornatus: PLAIN TITMOUSE. Could reported a sinple pair from Vest Turkey

Creek 1n scrut growth about the middle of June. Brandt (51) mentions this speclec:
as belng found in the vicinity of Cave Creek, but constant field work in this area

has turned-up no evidence of their prescence here this year.
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Parus wollweberi: BRIDLED TTTMOUSE. Repularly occuring in riparian and pine-oak 7

fram the mouth of the canyon to the higher limit of the chapparal. As a post-
treeding wanderer, Gould found it foraging in family groups up to 7500 feet in
azreas where oak ascends the south-facing slopes.

Auriperus flavieceps: VERDDY. Occuring cesually along dry arroyos in the desert,

urually two pairs topether. Birds witk young in the nest during the first week
in June. One pair found in top of 2 large stand of Sycampres at Clenagz lLake,

hut rmore often they forage near the middle laver of mesocuite-chapparal cover,

lests were constructed as early as 30 March, but then left umused , as 1s the
custom with tris species, for six weeks or so; no egr-layving activity noted until
tre ftr of Mev, larpe family proups at the Statlon the second week in June. The
species 1s much less conspicious even as a new family group than the nolsy Fall

and Winter clans that make them the most prominentlyv noticable avian element in the
canyon during the latter season.

Sitte carolinensis: WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH. Ferularly distributed a2lone riparian

and encinal. Pairine noted on 1 fpril, one nest at Tdlewilde on 5 Mayv. Wwanders
to reaks in Summer.

Sitta canadensis: RED-EREASTED NUTHATCH. Alrmost inverlably restiicted to conifers

at hirher elevations, even here bging only thinly distributed. ) b few descend to
about SU00 feet in the Fall,

Sitta vyer=zea: PIGMY NUTHATCH. Probably the most rurmerous form in the peaks durling

Spring and esrlier in Winter; possibly retaining this status during the breeding
season, They seem to rermain in loose groups of pairs during the treeding season,
but do not mix with other speciles during this period as they do later and through-
out the year. EAfter a snowstorm on 24 Api‘il, a smal}l group was noted at Hert

tartyr dam, the lowest recorded elevation for this species during the survey.
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Certhia familiaris: BROWK CREEPER. Thinly, but reprularly distributed among the

coriifers at all elevations. Many wander into riparian down to the routh of the
canvon during late June ard July. During this period, verv few are found at higher
elevations.

Troflodyvtes aedon: HOUSE WREN, It will be the author's assurption that all troglo-
dytes-tyne wrens seer. this season are House vrens, The author, in a study of skins
at the I;?niversity of Arizonz, was unabtle to find any constant ard usable field
craracteristics to separate House and Brown-throated Wrens from Arizona in the field.
P=rraps collecting vould enable the author to rmake a more concise division between
tne two forms, (£1lso see Marshell - _C_-d_ng‘_o_z: 59, Vol. 2, pg. ©3). House Vrens

first appeared, near Portal, on 1 May, with several sighting: in this area from the
3rd to the 5th of May. By the 15th, a few were in the peak r;egion; adults feeding
Mlly rrown young on £ July at the latter aresz,

Thrvomznes bewlckii: BEWICK'S WREN, First at the Station on 7 April; appearing in

steadily increasing nutbers since. Breeding in South Fork 4 May; large young being
fed by adults on 27 June. Feguler in encinal and riparian.

Carpvlorhvelns brumneicapillur: CACTUS WPEN. Appearing near Portal on 11 April, one

bird until the 25th, when a sudden influx of several pairs begin immediately to nest.
Fegalar to correon along the flanks of the ranre, One very unusual nestineg slte was
noted vhen & bird wasﬁ fourx! stuff‘ir}g;_:gztassy waste into the roofed-over chirmey of
the Newran store. The owners 1gniting of a fire sometime during early June nuickly
sauelched this project.

Cathernes mexicarmus: CANON WREN, With the exception of one bird, members of this

specles did not make thelr presence known until the 22nd of March when a palr zppeared
at Sunny Flats. Singing indicateg that there is about one pair every quarter to

half mile of canvon along the xeric talus sloves. One bird wintered over in the
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Station Laboratory, even doing most of.i:;is foraging inside the building, searching -
the ra®ters and various rooks amd cramnies. Jt often spent extensive periods hopping
over the entomological project trays amd vials pecking with futile determination

at the insects under the glass-topped receptacles. A pair across from the lab

vhich began nesting on t:.he 27th very probably had half its team comprised of our-
urusual house guest.

tmus polvelottos: MOCKINGEIRD. At Clenaga Lake on the 14th of April. 1€ April

found a single bird near the canvon mouth; the specles becoming thinly distributed
alone the higher desert by the end of April. Fully grown young'were gbtrozd Indenen-
dently the third week of June.

Toxostoma curvirostre: CURVE-BILIED THRASHER. One bird remained at the Station as

a winter resident and a very reluctant visitor at the fecding station. One was
found at Portal on 3 May; @ pair resting at Silver Creek Canyon by the ©th of Yay.
The species is fairly common on the desert, the most rurmerous and conspicuous of
the thrashers.

Toyestore perdirel: RBENDIRE'S THRASHER, Only one sighting on this uncorren rimid

near the junction of the Portal-San Siron road on 7 May.

Toxostorz dorsale: CIRSSAL THRASHER. Adults obtserved feeding Tully grown voung

at Cierzga Lake on 12 April. One adult near Portal in resquite on 3 May, the only
sisrting in thle area. P

Turdus migratorius: ROBIN. PResident from the canyon mouth to the peaks, less

comon in serub oak, Nesting during early June, four nests on the Station.

“wlocichla puttata: HERMIT THRUSH, Probably one of the wintering races of this form,

at 7100 feet on the Cima Trail in Creernhouse Canyon on 27 March. One at Sunny Flats
on 11 April. Mary arpeared about the 2fth of April. The bird is fairly nurerous

‘n thicker woodlard, especially if conifers are present. Birds ol'served at Pustlers
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Park during the early part of May were much paler and possibly somevhat larger
than those foury! earlier in the year at lower elevations. KNesting is well underway
sy late May or early June.

Hvlocichla ustulata: SWAINSON'S THRUSH. A pair of migrants at Pug's bridpe con-

stitutes our records for this form which was first fourd on 21 May, the Tirds remmin-
ing for four davs.

Sialis mexicane: WESTERN BLUEEIRD, Altho{igju rembers of this specles were found in

South Fork about the middle of March, cne party having one male and three ferazles,
they did not ettain their ncrmal rerular distribution in the higher areas uncil
about the 25th of April. Fourd invariably in pairs after this date, nestine is
urderway in the veak area by £ May, a nest with newly hatched young located near
Crvstal Cave above the Station on 13 May.

twadestes townsendi: TOUNESEND'S SOLTTATRE. The author would classify this form as

rare, but resular wimer resident in the Criricahuas. This year's sightines inclucde
2 singing male at Jdlewilde Carp Grourd on the 15tk of April; another sightine at
John Hends! dam on the 20th. The author has found this form rore frecuently in the
vicinity' of the beaks; durings the winter groups of two to four birds were often
noted, one for example in December of 1055 at about 8900 feet; four the some month
at 7500 feet. |

Polioptila cserulea: BLUE-GRAY CHATCATCHER., Two observations were mede durlng early

May, a group of three on the xerirsiaﬁo;;es near the mouth of the canyon on 10 May amd
a single bird near the Station on the 12th; the majority of the treeders did not
seer to enter this area until about the 20th. A pair was observed .nest building on
the 23rd wlth two coopleted nests fou;'xi during the third week of May, all in Silver
Creek caryon. Distribution is along xeric slopes above watercourses. Concerning

the observations rnde on the 10th, the author noted extreme evidence of sexual
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Aimorphism as one of the birds was considerably darker, inclining to slate—prayv.
Tt looked like a femsle P. melarura, but with the tail pattern of the Blue-Gray

Gnatcatcher.

Perulas calerdula: RUBY-CROWVNED KINGLET. Common at all dlevations, even to some

extent out into the desert during the early Spring. The specles begins to move

upward about the end of foril, with no observations lower than Rustlers Park after
the riddle of Vey. The definite absence of any Ruby-crowned Kinclets in the latter
arez after 1 June raised doubts in the author's mind as ‘o whether this form really

does breed here as has been surgested. It mayv do so irresularly.

Terulas satrana: COLDEN-CDOWIED EINGLFT, Found omlv infreguently in the fir

forest of the peak area. In winter, uncommon and local at lower elevations in Pine-

Oak.

Erthus srracueii: SPPAGUE'S PIPIT. In the author's opinion, the mest interestirs

sighting effected curlng this study was that corcerning this specles, at a mest

irprobatle place at an equally imprclable tirme of year. The bird was found 'walltirg'

2icnz the shale slope tordering the face of the Herb Martyr dam on the 1fth of
June. The dam is at 5760 feet ard is surrounded by a thin veil of riparian which
in turn is enclosed in pine-oak woodland. The author, who was ahle to remain
soparently unnoticed directly above the bird on the spillway walk watched the bird
foraging for an estimated twerty minmutes during which time he earnestly tried to
convince himself that it was not aJPipit! All the constant field marks were
checved against 2 Peterson Field Cuide that the author carried with him for he had
never tefore seen the specles in 1ife, although he had priorly examined skins of
both North American breedine Pipits, These actions and fleld marvs checked out
perfectly. A cuick return to the Research Statlon was rade to secure some wcapon

for securing the tird, and upon the author's return the bird was still feeding 1n

N D




-33 -

+he same location, but due to deficiencies 4n both the author's merksranshinp ard

the inadecuate power and accuracy of the smallbore collecting pistoly the specimen
wasobviously hit, but still mmaged to escape and was not seen afterward. Although
the stated location and time of year seem to irdicate an abnormal situation, there
is perhaps some possitle explanation for this umsual sighting. This species, along

with: the Americen or Water Pipit {Anthus spinocletta) are both found occasionally

as wintering forms in the valleys along either flank of the Chiricahha range. As
Rent indicates, this germs breeds early upon arrival in the rorthern breeding erounds
ard it would not be umisual for a post-breeding wamnderer to beg_:in its return to the |
south. early. This happens occasionally‘ in 21lmost every specles. As te the observa-
tion arez, a complete contrast with the bird's rormal habitat, possiblyv the effects
of a2 very strong storm which moved in from the North two days before had something
to Go with the bird seeking shelter here. Also, there is a possibIlity that the
bird was blown in. On the date of this sighting, many desert-dwelline forms were
fouhd up as high as Sunny Flats Camp Ground, Including Desert Sparrows and Cactus
rens which appeared on the xeric slopes above the camp ground and had not previously
been reported from within two linear miles of this location., PRegrettably, the
fajlure to secure a specimen deprives us of the opportunity to perheps find a
nossitly phyveical explaznation for the specles appear"a_nce at this local at such an
unlikely time. The species normal gxtreme southern limit is suppbsedly Montane

and North Dakota in the breeding seétson.

Borbveilla cedrorum: CEDAR WAXWING., A regular winter resident, groups of about

twenty birds range up the canyon in all types of growth although scarcer in Pine-
cak. On 2 April, a solitary btird bird perched high among the dense foliage of &

Juniper at the CStatlon, was watched in a "1lisping song". No other sighting of

Vaxwings was made at this time, wlich i4s umsual in the authors experience as this
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species 1s so highly gregarious. There have been at least three groups present at
one time, but apparently all left by the 26th of April as none have been seen after
this time.

Pnainopepla nitens: PHATHOPEPLIA. Although this form has been a sparse but regular

vicitor during post surmers above Portal, this year only one brief sighting was
noted, that by Davis on £ July at the latter location.

Larius ludoviciarus: LOGGESHEAD SFRIFE, Resident in the desert with the pooula-

tion apparently declining markedly durinc the transition from early Spring to
Sumer. Six young found in the nest by Rett on 24 Acril were banded with Stetion-
rzde kards on 2 Mav, twoe davs before 2ll birds left the nest. One banded tird was
Qbserved in the irmedizte vicizﬂ.ty of the nest on the Tth of July. Parent birds
were not observed in this area after the young had fledged. A nest with four
partially incubzted eprms was found by Apache on 3 May. Cazler noted Interesting
activity during November of 1960 in connection with thls species. Many of the
thorny plants and sections of barbed wire fencing were covered with insects,.
sracnids and lizards that had been obviously hung up by a Shrike., A1l prey remains
were in a dehyvdrated and ineditle condition and the profundity of the stored food
certainly was mocre than any one bird could have possibly consumed under norral
ccrnditions. An attempt to discover the precise reason for this behavior was
unsuccessful but a rurker of hypctheses have teen formulated for the answer to
this apparently excessive ard unr;asonable accurmulation of prey. Among these may
te that this represents the result of normal "practice" by voung birds either

due to imitation of parental action or mstiﬁct to kill. The latter voint may

be broadened to account for several Jnown exarples of wanton killing in this
species {Bent; 50). This might be further modified or at least stirmlated by an

over-aburndance of food which would "compel" the Lanid to kill, possibly with the
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compulsior for storage for further needs motivatirg this action. It could nct be
ascertained if any of the birds effecting this overarse of food hangling ever care
back to retrieve any part of it. This activity seems to be confined to late
Fall, for casual observations by the author on this specles before we had become
-aware of this p;oblem, during iazte Seotember and October of 1960 and intenslve
observation during March and earlv April specifically for this sort of activity,
showed that. the Shrilkes in this area consume all of their prey, exclusively
insective lmmedlately after the stoop to secure it.

Verio huttcni: HUTTON'S VERIC. One pair at Sunny Flats on 12 fordl; a pair

nested here during May; another pair nesting on Station last week in PMav, adults
feeding bob-talled young on 23 June. GCould found the species busy feeding bob-
talled young in Pine-oak durine early July, "abundant' In numbers although the
author Rac never found the forr out of riparian. Marshall (57) found ther in larre
oais in riparian, especally in ravines but stated that they are "not dependent on
riparian vegatién or water"”.

Verio solitarius: SOLITARY VERIO. One of the more common species of riparian,

diminishing in numbers within the conifers near the peak region. First recorded
from Cienapa Lake on the 12th of April; common by the end of that month, a pair
initiatine nesting at the Station on & May with four epgs on the 1lhth, three
voung hatched on the 25th. The OEFE? hatched the féllowing Gay, ard all fledged
by the €th of June. Some pairs ﬁﬁéoubtably raise second broods, especially at
lower elevations. There was little or no singing from the latter part of June
until the end of the second week of July when this very vertose species btegan
singing again. Sitting birds of apparently both sexes seem to sing incessantly
while incubating and for thre first two to four days of the nestling period.

Verio bellil: PEELL'S VERIO. A singing palr at the Station on 7 April, two rairs

at Cienaga Lake during early May.
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Verio rilvus: WATRELING VEPIO. A first appearance at Cienaga lake on 19 April,

appesring in Cave Canvon about the 25th. Nesting underway by the second weel -of
Vay, young birde feeding independently for the second week of Juqe. It 1e thinly
dgistriruted along the riparian, usuclly in Sycamcres.

. ~ Cre thonotavy \Wevblew ¥
Vermivore pereprina: TENNESSEE WARBIER. Although the reporting of this unconmon

visitor to the western United States should in theory be confined to the Hypo-

- thetical section of this report, the competency of the two original separate
observers plus the auphor's later sighting of what appeared to be a family group,
verrent an extended speculative discussion at this time. The.original cbservation
on & singing bird was made by Mr. and Mrs. Leon Wiard at the Sunny Flats Camp
Ground on & June, They further report this individual was in the same tree from
which they had a similar observation for V. Peregrina in 196C. On 9 June, Gould
reard the bird and on the 1Cth was close enough to make an attempt to collect it
which unfortunately proved unsuccessful. On August Gth, the author found & family
group at Surny Flat carmp ground, the paler of the adult birds feedins bob-talled”
young. If the young being fed were imdeed V. Perepgrina it would indicate that this
pair of warblers bred in the irmediate area and indeed, the accumlation of past
sightings would seem to verify this. Phillips' sugpestion (PC) that the varbler(s}
may have been feeding voung of another species, in the role of nest-helpers, cannot
at all be discounted in the lleht af the presen%ly—understood breeding range of
the species. A specimen was takeé in the vicinity of Paradise on 7 April, 1928
by K. H. ¥imbell (Phillips:56). '

Verrdvora celata: OPANGE-CROWNED WARBLER. Abundant as a migrant durlng the latter

part of April appearing initially on the 23rd at Portal. It remained in numbters
until the second week of May when the population abruptly tapered off. The last

sighting was during the first week of Jure. The bird ascends to about the level

* W eadddio, o D Mhembodt 1924 b (Awe) Mad i o Admh Ty Ragaet by Wb R
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of the Station and down Into the desert washes. The larrest concentration is at

the 5000 foot level.

Vermivora virginige: VIRGINTA'S WARBLER, First appeared as a migrant at Clenaga

1ave on the 1lth of fpril, fourd at the Station on the 10h: It 45 uncommon in
migration with & few birds remeining as breeders among the pine-cak at about
7000 te fen0 feet.

Verrivore lucizae: LUCY'S WARBLFR, First recorded at the Station on the Gth of

April, increasing in numbers sbout the middle of that month. © It breeds along
Gesert washes up to the riparian near the canyon mouth am 153 rather common, As
& post-breeding wanderer, 1t seems to move into the more xerle Soncran Zone at
higher elevations, althoush there 1s an early sighting of 2f April in Rustlers
Park. Young are out of the nest and foraging individually by the second week of
sune,

Peucedramus taeniatuz: OLIVE WAFBLFR. Although Tanner and Hardy (58) found this

form to be rare in the peak area, the author has to rate its density of population
from very cormon to abundant. Certainly, in the Soring of 10€1, it was second only
to the Pigmy MNuthateh in total nurbers from about 28300 feet up. The most urnusual
sizhting of this form was a2 single male in 2 mesouite bush Just west of Portal

elev. LOO0 fzet) in company with two rele Townsend's tartlers (Dendroica townsenyii}
Iy

on 4 Yay. A

Nendroica petechia: YFELLOW WARRLFR. Three sightings for this very irregular

migrant, The first, a male, in the vicinity of Portal 1n riparian on & May; a
fer=le at Clenaca Iake on the 7th of Vay; a final entry which might indicate
btreeding in the latter location was a singing male at Cienage Lake on 7 July.

~endrotca coronata: MYRTLE WARBLER, A mzle and female of this specles remained

in the vieinity of the Station from the 14th of Aoril to about the end of that
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monch. It is &n uncommon winter resident in this area, the race D. c. hooveril

having been taken in winter at Parker and Tucson, Arlzona. (AOU:5T7)

Dendroica suduboni: AUDUBON'S WARBLER., During winter, the specles seems to be

rerreserted mostly by individuals of more northerly treeding races, all males

naving much less black below than the breeding form which itsélf is probably
intermedizte between true D. a. memorabllis and the tvpe race (if one recognizes
same: See Miller in Condor 57, #3; 173). Individual pairs have been fourd es

far from the mountains as the 5.8 tank on 20 April and Clenara Lake on the 22nd,

but none were fourd ocut of conifers after the end of Anril uﬁtil the rerdinnine

of post-hreeding wandering in late Jure when a few individuals btegar to filter

tack down the mountainside to the level of the Station. This form, next to

P. taeniatus. and D. nigrescens, 1s the most comon paruldd in the range. V. luclae
seems to occupy fourth place in distribution.

Perdroica niesrescens: BLACK-THROATED GPAY WARBLER. The most common parulid in

the Flne-oak woodland., First record is for Sunny Flats on the 2fth of Farchj; at
all levels by the 1st of Mey rancing from low desert (5.2 tank on 3 Aoril) to the
peak area (in firs, north slope of Barfoot Park, 25 A pril). Young out of nest and

being fed by edults on 2 June,

“endroica townsendi: TOWNSEND'S WARRIER, 4 few sigrtines of this migrent in all

types of veretetion, L Pay f‘ound rtwo in company with an Clive Varbler in resquite
west of Portal; another male at Idlewilde on 5 May and several females at Sunny
Flats on the 12th of Mey. A few males with every otrer species of parulid to arvear
this yéér in one large flock at the cressing of the Onion Saddle Road and East
Turkey Creek on 2 May.

rerdrolca occidentalis: HESMIT WARBIER. Cre male migrant in a conifer about one

-

half mile up the main road jurnction in South Fork on 1 May. Swarth (Ql) 1ists it
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as common and other individuais have indicated the same to the author, but it
did not seem to be so this year as the aforementioned observation 1s the only
one recorded on & speclee that the author was particularly lookine for.

Dendroica graciae: GRACE'S WARBIER. A male appeared at the Station on 24 May;

the species becoming fairly numerous by the 26th of April. Breeding was under-
¥ay by the 5tk of May with females observed carrying nesting materizl. A few
pairs may breed in conifers at low elevations along the shaded side of South
Forle as there had been a repular series of sightings from this arez, but most
insividuals of the species appear in the peal: area.

{(ooronis tolmiei: WacGITLIVRAY'S WAEBLER. Feported by bird-watchers on the 20th

of April; an observation of a single male by the author on the 2nd of May in
Mescuite just north of Portal, Occastonally seen in this area until the Gth of May
when the last notatlon of the season was effected on a male and femrle that were
traveling together. As a migrant, it is confined to the desert areas arnd favors
the bases of mesouites,

Geothlvpsis trichas: YFLLOWIHROAT. A sincle male at Cienzgz lake on & Vay, &

pair on the S5th and at least 3 famllies of breeding birds at this location on 13
July. A single male vms fourd foraging about the water faucet at the Zortal Tele-
rhone OIfice on the 2utk of May. The bird wes in the same inmediate area throuyhout
the day. P

=1y

Icteria virens: YELLOW-RREASTED CHAT. Although the auther had numerous repor:ss

from visiting bird-watchrers concerning the presence of Chats from the Portal arez
curing May and early June, repeated trips to the aforementioned area ard localities
nearby that would have been suitable habitat (riparian with flowing water) such as
the Troller family orchard where Chats have bred in previous years, failed to prov

-1de any tangiable evidence of the presence of the latter species. One pair of
Chats, apparently breeding, was fourd at Cimnaga Lake on 13 July,
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Cardellina rubrifrons: PET-FACED WARBLFR, A single male was taken by Rett at

fustlers Park on the 2fth of Arril; a sipht record from Portal the following

day. A Tew others were seen at such high elevations as Rustlers Park, the

higher reaches of East Turkey Creek, ete; but the species was seemingly absent from
its usual breeding area in South Fork and above Herb Martyr dam. Gould found

it during June and July regularly from Onion Saddle to where the saddle road
crosses Zast Turkey Creel,

Wilsonie pueilla: WILSON'S WARELFR, The rost cormon of the transient forms to

pass through; at Cienara Lake on the 18th of April ard a few in the San Simon
Valley during fpril, usually in mesauite. Cbservations in riparisn at the
Station and the general canyon area comenced about the 20th of April, the
species becoming gbundant during the first half of May. No femles were found
until the 22tk of fpril. Tre porulation peal dropped sharply about 1 June, no
sighting belng effected after the 14th of that month.

Setonhars ruticilla: AMERICAN FEDSTART. A single sirhting by Gould near the saddle

road where 1t crosses East Turkey Creek on 3 July constitutes a record for this
very rare visitor to Arizona. The bird was z rale and there are two previous
records listed by Phillips (5€), "a rare transient, taken on June €, 1C17 and

Sept. 11, 101°, by A.P. Syith and H.H. Kirball respectively”,

Setorhara picta:PAINTED REDSTART. sArriving as early as the 2fth of Yerch, the
srecies was comron and conspiciou; by the first week of May, one pair found
nesting on 1 tay. It is seemdnrly confined to riparian edres of Pine-oak,
especially if running or pooled water Is present in the near vicinity.

Passer domesticus: HOUSE SPAPRDY. One resident pair was found at Portal during

early spring.
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Sturnella pagna: EASTEPN MEADOWLARK. During the later part of March, & flock

estirated at well over sixty birds was found wheeling about over the desert
below Portal, all in song. One individual was fourid singing at Portal on 23
April. A most unusual observation concerned 2 singing bird recorded by Ira
‘Atramson and the author on the 5th of June, the icterid being present high

above the canyon bottam on the north-facing slope above Sumny Flats which is .
gbout two miles above Portal. The estimated elevation here is about 300 feet.
There 1s a2 slightly mesic condition here with a plant association bhest described

as a rather xeric grass-cactus corrunity.

Sturnella neplecta: WESTERK mm-.LﬁP}’.. One observation, a singing bird, at
Clenaga Lake on 10 April, in company with S. ragna which is the dominant form
here. S. neglecta is fairly cormon along the entrence to Pinery Canvon and the
western flark of the. range where the author found thenm durinc the last week of
Yay.

Apelalus phoeniceus: RETWINGED BLACKRIRD. Repcrted by members of the Cooper

Crnithological Society as early as 1C &pril, in rushes at Clenzra lale; however,
none were found by the author until 4 May, Ereeding is underway by the thirg
week of May, voung birds foraging independently by the last part of June,

There are from eight to ten pairs of Redwingcs at Clenaga Lake,

Tcterus cuculletus: HOODED ORIOLE. n At Portal on 23 2pril with females carrving

nesting material by the 26th; one"iua.r'bially corpleted nest at the San Simon ford
on the 3Cth, Eight separate encounters by meles for mates and/or territorifes
were observed between the first and second year (or older) males, with non-
adult plurmaged males apparently emerging victorious in every instance,.

Additionally, only two adult-plummaged males out of sixteen resting rales located

certainily indicates to the author that the older birds were more than occasionallv

encountering difficulties 4in obtalning rates. If this situstion is confined to
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this area, 1t would certainly make an ‘1‘nter-estinr_—: problem for an ornitholorist
cresent here during the breeding season. The species is common along the washes
in the desert, but two pairs were found in Sycamores up smell arroyos above the
rinarian of the main canvon at a2bout 5200 feet.

Icterus pariscrum: SCOIT'S ORICLE. A male appeared at the Station on 2€ March

and remained there until the 17th when two other males arrived and all three sang
vigorously throughout the morning., By afternoon, all three had iéf‘t. Males were
fourd in company with other oricle species at Ciencem lake during early April.
Parls beran nesting near Portal on 2 May (two nests) in yucea, ‘but well under
the riparian cover. £ male and female-came regularly to the Station hummingbird
Teeder during Mayv, the rale becoming quite adept at feeding in an upside—down
position on the bottles. Filly grown younw males were found singing near
Paradice In East Turkey Creek Canyon on & July.

Teterus. bullockii: BULLOCK'S CRIOLE. A rmele sighted at Cienapga lake on the 18th

of April followed by an immature male at Portal on the 23rd form the inaugural
cbservations for the year. Corron by 2 May at Portal {one with a nest completely
bullt, no eggs) which indicates an un-noticed early arrival. The third of May
found eight reles in a single tree at Cienaga Lake; one pair remained to nest,
the structure well underway by the €th of May. The bird is repularly distrivuted
along the riparian up to about Sunny Flats. (Sibleys¥ recent parer in CONDCR-Vol
£€, #2: 130-150, seems to prove 1nc{isputab1e that this form is conspecific with
Teterus galbulz, the Baltimore Oriocle and the authors opinion is of concurrence
with Sibleys! findines).

Euphagus cyanocephalus: PREWER'S BLACKBIRD. On 5 April, a flock of thirty or more
rales were fourd feeding at a cattle-loading pen at the Kuertz ranch a few mlles

East of the routh of Tex Canyon (Southeastern quarter of the range). One male
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\;.'as seen by Devis at Portal Ranger Station on 11 July, the only sighting for
the study area. No females have teen found 1n this region this year.

Molothrue ater: BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD, Two meles and a femzle at Portal on

2€ April, a similer group at the Station about 1 May. Many groups, the invari-
able single female and her harem, were noted in the study area up to late June;
occasional stray birds after that, Many females found feeding trogether at
Irolliers crchand.

Tenzavius aeneus: BRONZED COWRIRD, Consicerably less common than the smaller

Erown-headed form, it seems confined to the foocthills and canvon-mouth recion,
thus associated with the larger oriole porulation which 1t parasitises. A first
arrival was noted at the San Simon ford on 18 Mayv,

Piranea ludoviclana: WESTERN TANAGER. The appearance of a rale at the Station

on the first of May led 2 series of sicktines of males the remainder of the
week, the majority of the observaticns. in the vicinity of the canyon-mouth near
Portal. Females were not observed at the lower-elevations, but were found with
the first known occurance of meles *n the breeding area about 750C feet on o
May. Gould tock a juvenile below Rustlers Park on 24 June while the author has
seen what were obviously nesting nairs above 7500 feet in June of 1055,

Pirance Tlava: EEPATIC TANAGER, A rale callinr at cusk just above the Station

on £ May orens the list of sever'al_ giehtings for this area. The first record for
a ferale was one with three males ;n: Camp Stuart on © Mav, Dr, Georre found a
resting pair at Sunny Flsts about the 1¢th of June. Gould found young being fed
at Herdb Martyr dam on 23 July. The form is an irregularly distributed breeder

in the rinarian,

Firansa rubra: SUMER TANAGER. A single sighting of 2 male reperted by Gould

from one mile down the canyon from the Station on 29 June. This species is not

Jnown to breed here,
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Pichrondenz cerdinalis: CARDINAL., A male appeared at the Newmans' hooe near

the canyon mduth on 20 April and has remained In the general area up to at
ieast July 31st. There was a mated pair at Trollers which appeared sometime
durins the last part\of May. There may have been yet another rale neazr the San
- Timon FOrd during the last part of May, but 1f so it was no lonrer in that area
in Pugust. ”

FPheutlcus ludovicianusﬁ ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAX. See Hypothetical List.

l
Pheuticus melanocephalus: ELACK-HEADED GROSEEAK, With the arpezrance of a male

near the 12t on the 20th of April and a femzle on the 22nd, a seriesc of observa-
vlons was initiated for this rather common species, found mostly:in riparian,
There secems to be about two palrs for every guarter-rile of the former plant
corranity. Occasional tirds are found in the Fir-Yellow pine at eher
elevations, but the author does not believe that these individuals are breedine
virds, The peak of arrival seems to be about 2F April.

Sulraca caerulea: BLUE GROSEEAK. Althourh the author had received renorts

from verious bird-watchers of sightings for this species from the Pertal area,
only one male has been found there, this on 10 July. This is certzinly consid-
erably later than its actual arrival date. It was found by the marshy irriczted
arez o7 the Troller orchafd. The species iz represented by at least one nair at
Cienara Lake and probably breeds thﬁﬁeg-although no nests were fourd.

Passerina amoena: LAZULI PUNTING., Amale and ferzle found at Sunny Flats on §

Iay. There may have been two other females, but chservations on the latter two

irds were Indefinate. One was reported earlier by bird-watchers, this uncorfirmed

signting from Portal on 26 April. £ single female was observed in Pine-oak at the

Station on 1& May,
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Carpodecus mexicanus: HOUSE FINCH. Common at Clenaga lake and Rodeo, but rore

riuTercus earlier in the Spring, 2 few pairs from Portal up to the Ranger Station;
several small groups of both sexes at the Station during April and early Mey,
often vith C. eassinii.

Spinus pimnus: PINE SISKIN. In dwindling numbers after a hugh invasion of 1 April

when a flock of several hundred tirds appeared back of the Lab with & few lesser

Goldfinches (Spimus psaltria hesperoohilus). A few remain in the peak area as late

2s mid-June.

Spimug tristis: AMERICAN GOLDFINCH. COccasionzl individuals appeared irrecularly
frorm the middle of May tc late July, almost invariably females, onlyv an occasional
male. Most sightings were in the meadow areas at about 5000 to 5400 feet sltitude.

Spirms psaltria: LESSER GOLDFINCH, While a few were found in the flocks of Siskins

renticned above, the form was most often found at the Station throughout the last
part of June and July. A pair was routed from a Sycamore at the San Simon ford

by a ¥Ylestern Kingbird on the Otk of May, No nests have been found, but it may very
well be a breeder In this area. The race present is apparently S. p. hesperphilus,
distinguishable by its dark dorsum.

Loxia curvirostra: FED CROSSBILL. Two males at RPuslters Park on 13 May; one femsle

on the Statlon on 14 May along with one male in quite advanced molt taken bty Gould
at Fustlers Park on 24 June comprisd. the total of sightines for the study area
during this season. The authors observations during the Fall of 1960 found the
Crossbill to te a regular and at times common visitor to the Station grea, al-
though confined to areas of conifers as expected.:

Chlorura chlorura: GREEN-TAILED TOWFEE. A first sighting at Cienage lLske on the

12th of April follcwed by another on the Station on the 14th first indicated thisg
migrants presence. Tcwhees in pairs were f‘ound at Clenaga lake on the 18th and

there were several sightings during late April and early May of one or more birds
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at the Station. F. ervthrophthelmis seems to move out of the aree when the

Creen-tzil moves in, although all three forms can be found together in the
desert in May.

Pinilo erythrophthalmus: RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHFE, Repularly distributed along

the riparian thickets, some Individuals moving out into the desert about the
second week of April (to breed!?), It has been indicated that this species breeds
neer the fringe of Pine-oak and the Canadlan zone (Brandt:51), but tﬁe author

has never hed z §ight1ng of this form in such a location, which in this range

is usually at a consierable altitude. Singing males were foind durins the first
and second weeks of June, |

Pirilec fuscug: BROWN TOWHEE. Found regularly in the desert up to the teginnins

of the riparian. All three Towhees seem to exist as syrpatric species during
foril and Mey in the same habitat as thelBrown Towhee Ltreeds in, the Chapperal
comrunity (in this range, at least). The race form present here is P. . meso-
leucus, the so-called Canyon Tovhee.

Ammodrarus bairdii: BAIRD'S APADROW, A single pair associzting with Lark

Sparrows (Chondestes grarmacus) and Vesper Sparrows (Pocecetes grerdneus) in

Inee~-high prass about twvelve miles south of Anache © April., Phillips (£F)
rentions the specles as follows, "formerly, at least, az vinter resident of
the grassy plalns, the last specimens taken £ Feb, and 8 Feb, 1010 by A.P.
Smith".

Pocecetes pramineus: VESPER SPAPROW. A sparse migrant on the desert during

rdd-£pril this year, a2lthough in some years 1t has been noted as sbundant.
Chondestes grammacus: LARK SPARROW. Tammer and Hardy (5%) fourd it corron

glong the upper edge of the desert in June and July of 105F which was in
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complete contradiction to the f‘indings for 10f1, Pirst appearing on the desert -
about the 14th of April, it reached & peak of mmbers during esrly May, dwindlineg
rumerically asbout the last of June; with every few sightings after 14 June; four
birds at the Station 31 July.

Aimopkila ruficeps: RUFCUS-CROWNED SPAFROW. D, Georpge took a specimen at

Sunny Flats on € March; several additional sightings during the Spring, a pair
on the Station 4 April, two nests fourd in the Maloney Ranch-Sunnv Fltas area
about 1 May. The bird is uncommon and confined to certailn istlated areas of
the canyon although & great deal of apparentlv suitable habitat exists along the
length of the scuth-facing slopes.

Arphispiza bllineata: BLACK-THROATED SPARROW, Abundant on the desert, breeding

by 3 May.

Junco orersanus: UFEGON JUNCC. A few easily identifialbe males of the blaclw

hooded J. oregarus montamus type and several sightings of "mearnsi" tvpe
represented this species during the months of arch and April from the pesks to
about the level of Idlewild Carm Cround, A few "‘mearnsi" reralned on the Station
unt1l the 9th of May. \

Junco caniceps: GRAY-HEADED JUNCC, Both the "aniceps" and "dorsalis" types

vwere presently abundantly during March and early April. Juncos in this area
usually congregated in large ZIOuUpg with corplete and unsegrepated mixing of
species and races with the followi.ng exception.

Junco phaenotus: MEXICAN JUNCO. The only breeding Junco 4n the area, remaining

at low elevations, mostly riparian and Pine-oak until 1 April when many individuals
moved to the peal area with a few "Pink-sided” Juncos. The latter disarpeared
about the end of April at which time this species began showing signs of pairing.
Kone have been found below 7€00 feet since 1 June, with most of the birds in

heavy stands of conifers, a sizable population among the firs on the pesk summits.
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Spizella passerina: CHIPPING SPARROW. Pirst observed about the first of April, -

ten to twelve birds at Rustlers Park on 26 April, very widely distributed and
abundant throughout the range by the end of 2pril. Nesting underway at the
Station by 3 June, Young out of the nest and feeding independently on 14 July.

Spizella brewerdi: BREWER'S SPARROW. A very large flock at the 5.2 tank on 19

April, with every individual singing constantly, thus creatins culte a din es
the‘sbng of this species has both volure énd variety between incividuals.
frother group, which the author believed to be a different flock, was noted
at the same tank on the 2Bth of April. One bird was seen at Silver Creel
Canvon on 4 May,

Zonotrichie leucophrys: WHITE-CROWNED SPAFROW. large rumbers appeared at

Clenaga lake on 10 April; at the Station on 20 April, a pair at Portal on
the 23rc and & single at the Station on the 25th. There is one heresay
report from the Station about the middle of June. Tre race represented was
of "gambelii" type head pattern.

Yeicspiza lincolnil: LINCOLL'S SPARROW. A few in the marshy area back of the

Lab at the Station until avout the 20th of April when all individuals seemed
to have moved on; one bird remained at Sunny Flats until 30 April. A very
interesting observations concerns a tailless tird at the Stat‘on on 2¢ July.
This form 1s not known to breed fupther south than the ¥hite Mountains of

Central Arizona (A.0.U.:57).
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HYPOTHETICAL LIST

Included in this section are sirhtings of a heresay nature by individueis
whose qualifications as cobservers are uninown to the author, or forms in
whick the author himself was uncertain ;Jf his accuracy of 4dentification
due to either lack of adequate cbservation time or unfamliarity with a
@ifflicult specles. The allocation of an observers report to this section
does not mean to imply that the sighting {s faulty, but as the title of this
1:_'.st sugzz,esﬁs, there i1s 2 need for further investigation concérning the
eﬁct status of the form in this area as it is nost uncomron or rere.
feknovwledpement 1s made to these individuzls who so generously .contributed
their sightings and field notes toward the corpletion of this sectionm.

Nycticorax nycticorax: BLACK~CRCWNED NIGHT HERON. Reported at Clienaga Lake

an 30 April by Mr. & Mrs. Cardner of the Yosemite Mational Park Museum,

Buteo albonotatus: ZONE-TAILED HAWK. Two observations at widely separated

roints both in time and location; one by Abbot from the east slope of
Fustlers Park on 25 April, another by a visitor from the University of
Arizona near Camp Stuart Camp Cround on 20 July,

Crvtonyx rontezurme: HARLEQUIN QUAIL. Peported by Mr. A. Steel, a restdent

of Portal, who claims a small covey utilized the bed of Cave Creek for
foraging in April and May. Two sp_e_agiu_lens were secured at Sunny Flats in
Decerber of 1955, The bird is thc;,lght to be rare #n this area, but may be
rore cormon than generally supposed due to tis secretive habits.

v
Speotyto cunicularia: BOCRROWING OWL. Jay Cole reported approximately five

birds 1n a Kangaroo Rat (Dipydomes - sp) town east of U.S.80, to the south
of FPodec, Hew Mexico. They were fourd on 15 Aupust of 1060, four btirds on

one mound with another on a separate mound near-by.
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Oreoscontes montanus: SAGE THRASHER, One brief glimpse of a2 bird believed

to be this species by Rett, Abbot and the author below Portal on 24 April.

Cassidix mexicarmus: BOAT-TAIIFD GRACKIE. While not concerned directly with

the outlined study area, the sighting of this species is deemed worthy of
notice because the status of this form in Southern Arizona, both from a
point of subspecies and actual distribution, has not yvet ceased beling
controversial. £ male was found at the Sputhern Pacific Raflway depot in
Douglas, Arizona on 22 March; a fem2le at the old John Slaughter ranch
(%r Ternidino grant) on 12 May, '

Preucticus Iudoviclarms: ROSE-BREASTED CGROSEEAK., & mele wae reported from

the feeding tray of the Hastings fermlilv whose home 1s sltuated in the riparian

near Fortal, this notatlon on 22 May. The couple did not oripinally know the
identity of the tird In cuestion, but after a check throurh a cooular field
guide with reference to those forms that seemed appropriate to their descrip-
tion, the author fourd that this form seemed to it the subject perfectly.
The A.0.U. Check-list, 1957 reports that the species.is casual, but regular
in migration in souther Arizona. |

Herneriohona vespertina: EVENING GROSBEAK. One fleeting glimpse of a bird

‘n Tlifht among the pines at ahout €000 feet in West Turkey Creek on 3 Vay
right have been a late migrant of this rather uncommon species in this ares.
There are no records of specimens ;rom this range so late in the vear (not-
withstanding the A.0.U. Check-11ist, 1057, which mentions E. v. montana es
resident here)} and the species is not even comron as a winter visitor. The

possible sighting was by the author.
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