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Islend of Virginiuve, site of 3§ Luildings in 1835,

B. Frepoued Use of Island

Ve corour with ¥istorian Sucell®s suagestion of fhe two
fole nazture of the probdesy s{abilizaticn and preservation
of the raing and their interpreiation, e alsoe aoree that
archeclogical exsleration should e conducted at an carly
date. Such activity way well Iurn wp gome very interesting
axhilits for display on-site or in 4 mugecenm. In facl we
have learned of the i1ecent disappearance ¢f an old stone
wheol, perhaps a relic of the flewr mill, whieh for vears
lay half kuried on bthe island., The self-guiding irail ap-
peats vory strencly to us, since, in addition to the num-
erous historic ruins, there exists 4 nice wariety of trecs
ard shruks. Hany species of birds are alse found on Vir-
ginivs Island in the sprihg and sweer, Varicus warblers
are pariieularly abuncant, & gombined history and wataral
istory self—cuiding trail is indicated for this island.

We doult, however, ihe wisdeoem of excavating the Vigrnwag
Canal., ‘'the 4iffiecwlly of proserving even a ssall portlon
of thig feature vweould be great in view of the recurring
floods to which Yirginius Islana is subjeoted.

C. Preovision for Creratinc Tsland

Degirability of estallishing self-cuiding hiastoery and
natural history trail has heen discussed witih hc;ional In-
terpretive Flanner iose and it is hoped thav a start can ke
made on swch a project before the next travel seazen.

D. Prelirinarv Zstimaete of Ccst for Srabilizina Puins and
Hebalidlitaline Crouncs

The preliminary estimaled cost of archesloegical ex-
ploration roguired on the Island of Virginius is L1300
Estimate for stabilizaticon of ruins, removing brush, efe.
5,060,
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In Junc 184% the Superintoendent of the dcIpors Ferry fumory,
Major Henry Ko Craig, alerted the Ordnance Denartuent to the
possibility that United Etﬂtés Goverrment mighl well have &
valid clair to tifle to the Island of Vipginius. ! The invest-
igation and survey of this claim that vas nade in 1842 and 1843
reveals a myibser of facts relating to the early history of the
islard of Virginius that do not appear in the Deed Hooliz and
lang records.
On Auvgest 1L, 1843 Hajor Crélg subkmitted the special survey
propayed by James 1, Drovrn, Surveyar of Jofferson County, Virgiric
shoving the location of Govermnent properiy lines in relation
to the Island of Virginiuvs to ifthe Crdpence Deparicent. [(Feor
Brotwnfs suyvey of June 1843, and the legend or notes thereon,
see the next pagss of bthis reportj.z
L. e Col. Talcott, Ord. Dopt, to Major Craig, July 14, 18542,
Mierefilm Reel 19, v. 2, 2o 108, in reply o Craigfs lettor
of June 25, 1842, Uatienal Archives listerial. Alse Teleoott
to Secretary of Wur J. O, Spenser, August 17, 1842, Reel 1%,
v. 14, pp. 135%1-1392. Talcolt to Croig, Apzril 18, 1843,
Reel 18, v. 2, p, 139 and Craig to Telecott, April 12, 1843,
R. 12, v, 11, p. 1043, :

2, K. 12, v, 11, pp. 1079-80. For other correspondence relaling
to Browm’s Survey sec Talcott to Craig, Aungust 16, 1843,
Re 13, ve 2, pp. 1558-160. Taleoott fo Crajig. August 26,
1843, F. 19, v. £, p. 1G2: Copt. W, Maynadicer, Ord. Dopt.
to Creig, Septonber 12, 1843, B. 18, v, 2, p. 163 Jirotn

vgs paid 500,00 for this survey. EBill, Jetobor 3, 1843,
Reel 26, v, 4, p. 303,
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legend fer Brevnfs Survey, June 1643

—

Marpers Perry
RN A

Goale 30 poles per inch

Hamwers Ferry jamwery, Jefforsen County Virginia, Juns 1843

At the regquest of llenry K. Craig lizjor of Ordnince
at Harpers Ferry I have wmade a survey of thai wart of the
Fublic lands at Horpoxrs Forry vhich is anhraced in & patend
from Lord Toirfax Proprieter of the Northern Leck of Virginia
for 125 cores bearing dats on the £5th day of Awril) 17351, to
Robzrt Harper. The calls of sald patent are as fellows vig.
Pogirning ol a sycanore tree on the odge of the Shena:doah
river, {Sce letter A in the above plat) therce 5535 1 44 poles,
thence {1 66 & 72 polos to a syeoanere al the point D, thence
up the Polewac River H 48 W 2D0 poles to 4 chwsvnul G, thence
W 105 polig to & white cak H, thence § 140 polus te 3 red ook
¥, thence E LS50 poles to the beginning. Containing 125 acres.

I began Ly curvey ot opn ol stooping sycolore tree
standing on the shore of the Snenandoan river “hich -wes sho w
e as the beginning cornzr 4, I ran thonce S 54 E 10 ps e O,
thenes W, 633 £ 54 polcs to €, thonce I 455 E 73.5 poles 1o
the point T, thupce up the Potomse 1P 52 1) 123 pclLs to i,
thenece if 81 W 37.3 polus to F. thence MBS W 43.3 poles o a
point said te be the ploce of & chestnut tree called for in
the patent at ¢, the corner slse to a patont for $2 agros from
the sarc 1o the seme, boaring date the 13th day of fpril 17632,
therece with the sawe 5 874 W 126.3 poles to the place of & vhitc
cal callod for in ithe patents M, thenoo again vith ihe sahe 3
20 mipautes West 15 poles o a vhite sak ftreo nov dead but
standing, and recognized as the hiite ocak ealled fer in the
said paient for 92 acres and not a coricr to Griimes let £ (azcll
{these facis induciod me o extend the West L0S polest™ line fo
126.3 to reach a point bearirg 11 20 degrees E end 15 poles
digtant from Bald reeogrised corner at £} continuing the sar.c
course from the wiite oak at £, {amall f) being 8 20 degrees
W in all 150,2 poles, to the poirt there onee stopd three
Bycahores, wiaich vere sald to roprosent the rod oar calleg
for in the patent, and said to bz a corner to Goorge Bol:s
land, and z21sofhe corner purchased fto by the United Siates
from Putherford aad Duarle, X, thence 1D B2, E 196.7 poles passing
through the Is}and of Virginius, te tiw begirnings leit it be
observed houvcover, that the closing line in the patent 5 due
East 150 poles, vhich line is represcntod by the lione K—L, - L
is & peint in Mr. Wernvao’s satmill gor, about 12 foet from the
north side of it, ard iz about 5 peoles above a large stoue Enop
which stands nearly cpposite to the Morehent ¥Niller.

POSIT represcnts a piegoe of lend vhich Coproe Rovles wes
to take in a cowprocise that was recormoended by iloses T. Hunter
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ttorney @l Law in 1827, ty said Rovles relinguishing all cledd.
o the trianugle GROE sng by cxeculting #1l necessaly decas to
socure to the U States il catire use of the ratoX povel it
this ploce, The said triangle is bounded as follovs:  Hueginning
at an ircw helt in a rock akost 2 peles from the candl end
pnorih of it «t ¢ thence 3 £33 1 23,5 poles te the S L. eOITUTY
of 5., Whitefs house heing 4 poles S oof the Horih gate post
ot fhe head gele of the Cimal B, lhence I 6% L 17,3 poles o
R, theopes lorith 23 poles to Lhu poginning Coutsinirg onuw acre
sixteen parchies nore OF lousa

U iz an old house in shich Rohert Herper lived ang died.

Hote: I Jocne it iy duty to state that ouving to local
sitraction cccasioned Lot orly by the greet o ount of ilron at
the place but by the ore that pervades his nighberhood, and
the great wnoven mass of the surfeece over vhica sevepral of the
lines run, and also the d: fficulties throwm in the =&y by
puildings and nater, mokes surveying by the ragnoiic necdls 2t
this ploce & very unexrfain usincss, 1 therefore racrmend

the careful preservation of every bnotwm Carnel.

Y is a sycacore, a krovm ard actnovl edged corner of
the kand held by the representatives of George Roules and their
river boundeirics 4s recorded reaches to the neighiporhoed of the
throe sycanore slumps at K
GhijklmSEKEWX represints corain of the lines ard
corners of the purchase fram Putherford and Derks by the United
States.

James M. Brovie S. Js C.

. , , . . i
including survevisrg - 4na - foe 460,00.
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oo roorts, bascd on carcful siudy of the land
Records ond e ﬂurVu% best sum wp Lhe story of the Coverrmontfs
claja to the Tsland and also roveal ceria:n asnoects af the carly
Hislery of Virginius.e The first of thoese Taperty, propered by
L, Cok, Coorge Tuleott of thwe Crdoonco Doporinent, 1xs sulmilted
to the Secretery of Yar, Jo ¥. Porter, on fugust 17, 1843, Lt
Col. Twlcott infeoinied ihe Scorelrery:

fon the A%k June 1842 Mir, Croig in compand of the
Herperg Formy Armory, agoress ¢ loiter to this Offies sking
its consideraticon, end thot of the Becreiery of War, te tho
claili of the Uritcd STctcs to an Island in the Shercandesh river,
now in posseesion of Werniag and others, Thiy leiter sel forth
in brief, the respons for bulicving it Yo belopg to i United
Stetes, among “hich were that fhe Patent to ilerper was poabtdzd
eir this sids by the Shenencoah River aznd ro allusion nade to the
insignificoent sltresns ihich nov divides 1his 18l nd from the
Main, and that there ars persons nov living 1 ho remeeiloers siion
ng such scpuration existed, and that s late ag 1816 this Isluand
was in the possession of one Moreland, vhe vas congidered as
a Governpwout teront.  If wont op e ever to say thatl lrnedie:ely
wpon lorelerds raseval, one HePhersoa e County Surveyor cnicred
it, as vroccupled ang unclainmed land, ‘and then seld it te one
Piteiwer, {sic Poscher) -he scld it te Joues Stubbleficld the
Superintendent of the Armaory, who conveysd 2t o others.

This letter was referred by the Sceretory of Usr,
te the Soliciior of the Treasary uith the guestion fCon adverse
possesgion oust the Us States of a title? - The Belicitorfs
grnster dated 1114 July 1842 +as that it could not, and the
authoritics were givern, The Sceretary then requesicd of hin
that 1lhe District Aftorney noght be dircetad to inguire into
facts, and report shether legal procoedings sheovld be commened,

A correspondonce lollowed eF ic the advantage of
criployving lir. deson, & legal Gontloman living near Lhe spot,
and acgurainted with the land titles of e viciniiy; and this
Offici finally advised on the 17th Avgust 184% (it peikg deslirable
for other reagsous bposices this, that the corners shovld be found
and narkec})  that the Couniy Surveyor spould bhe aploved 1o run
the lines and furnish a plat ef his Survey, in the firsi ingtence,
as it cousld then be belier deterined theliner to prosecute the
clain, Thiz course received (he Sceretsxyfs appreval and the



enclogecd olat of Suervey, vith liaj, Cralig's letter of %o 11th
inst, ore pov respectfully suloidtieds

. 1t is propor to call yonr alticotion, aud that of the
SBolicitor of the Treasmiry, sheould the subject be accin roefoerred
to nim, 1o that et fhait the clesziug line LKL of the Potienl of
175 frou the Lovd Foirfax to PRebort ilerper, shich Faieni 1s the
hasis of {he Y. Shdes® title o the lends i this poind, has
neifher {he propsr divection oor suftic ont lenciliey  Tias may
arigse Tro: variation of Coapass, or fro orror of caloulaticn
at thatl tiee) it is belicved lovover 1o o oa role thal chon
crrors of this king are foung, vhe closing line must Lale the
dircction of, and have sufficicni leuwuih te roach the point of
boginning, Swer & live w11 Le found dravm on the plot {sre page
“hof this reperi) N and as & large part of ihe Island, as at
present cxisting, is believed to nave been made by alluvicl
dipooiLes sikese Ehot date, ang W artifical 1.zans, 1€ is believed
that, thai lire v311 reprosenit very neaprly the outer shore of
the lslesd, or the bank of the river es tuom esdsiing (Sn 175013,

If the iszland in guestion was not an lslong at the date
of the Putent, it appezrs that it has beccouie so on the 24N
Sept. 1YER Tor at ithat date Debort Harper erecutod his 1111
dividing and eguecthing is eslate at this plece Tkl cen his
nephes Hobert Griffith, and his nieve Serch ivrmpor, B certain
foriees, hici the preseenb plol of Survey deserioes as being in
the line fro G Lo n, ahd gocs oh o sy Lhal (he said Griffiths
piri Is to include the Island oppeosite to shore the dividing
line strikes the Shonindoai. )

Griffiths son ard heir-at-law en the 9th of Jasuvary
1757 erecuted a deed of coiniverance te Retherford, Darie, and
cthers, for ihe lasd so div:drd by Rebert Horpoer, referring to
the —ill and to the Tsland in the Shendardoasn and exprosging the
intention 1o corvey all so devised, yeb in going on 1o givo
the bouraary lines of the landg conveyed, those given are said,
by the proscnt survey, to be represcniod in the Bast and on the
Shengrdcall side by the lines running fros ¢ threwgn h, i, §, k,
1, m, to K, an%_uonsecqutly not empracing the Island. Ruilierford, - s+,
Darke & others@ubsvantially the same boundary Iines, it Laking Jrjrtfitﬂﬁn
ne reference whatever to the lsland. F by ST
Aty if el
1 have no doubt but that a portion, at least, of vhat hawp [l rr st
is called an the prescunr plat of scrvey the Islend of ¥ orginivs, ”j;fﬁf”“*"
vas includgod in the Peient to Harper, € ihat Griffith irtended <
to convey it to Euthoyford--kui all references to if boing cmitied
ir Futherfords Doeed to the Ul States - ths Feet of iis beding
aftorsards enteresd a8 unclejned lang - the perticipations wn



itz salo, by the then Svperintend:nt of the Anvory-the fact that
sihcve heing s enfored it s been nade valuahle ot private

erovngn by Ieoog, 10 1ls, ¥nolloug Houses, 0.0 and bthedt the Vinchesgtor
ard Pola.ro il Bead Conpeny, purchased, 1t ip believed Frog

ine progent cecopants the right of oy threagh ot fer thoelr

rocd-¢ll theae foots codrinoedgd cacse no Lo doupt detner it

weald he advipable fo tore ary orther seasules for wroscouat.ng

tho Cldl&."a

Ir. the seeond roport, dated Dovember 21, 1843, Sclicitor
of the Trecsury, Chariles B Penrck, inforned the Szcretary of Ty
thats:

#on the 9th of September last, as appears by an endorsement
on the papers, veou referred to me a letter from Col. Toleoti,
and sundry docimenis in relation to the claim of ihe U. Stotes
te ar Island st Herper®s Forry, shich iz now in the posscssicon
of ¥ry Lo Worrieg & others. 1t is propor that 1 should add that
those papers rerc not roceoived at uy office until the 4in wlto.
This is uni-noriont ho.oYer, as 1 de nout reccigend further action
on the part of the U, States. Durirg the pdsi swicery } made 4
poersonal exaradnatien of the procises, abrd 1 cone to the opinion
that if the title of thoe U, States wight af one tine have boen
wiiniained, rel in coensideraion of Lhe fact that the vronerty
had Leen nade valuable &t privats empense by the crectien of
Done, ¥ills and Drelling (louses, and of fhe other cirormstinoes
referred fo in the letter of Col. Taleott, of ihe 17th of RAugust
last, that it vas incypedient to prosooute fhe eladfic. oo thich,
view, 1 a happy to find, I de reot differ from Cel. Tileoti. The
Main question is onc of fuct as to thww boundary line, vaich it
vould Lo the province of & Jury to detencine; & F feel corfideni,
that any doesbt $hwey nieht entertain vould yvield to the consideration
that the clein had ret been persued until individuals nad pmade
gredt iuproviiients on wie islosd, andg that 2 verdiet would bs
against the United States.,. #?

3. Reel 23, v. 3, pp. 200-213. Includoed with this report arc
copivs of the follooing deodse Lord Fairfax to Robert Hurper
for 185 geres, dated Folwusry 23, 1751, Bueel 12, v, 11,
Dira 1067-10G88 {note contiuued on page &8)

4. FRecl 23, v, 3, pp. 2052207,



On Devendoer 23, 1843 the Ordhasce Denarloent inferooed
Seperintendsnt Craig, thot on the basis of Teéleottrs and the
Sclicitor of the Treasuryfs yeport, the Secrotary of Vor had
docided that it vas inexpedicnt to prosvcute the U, &, clain
to the Island of Virginius and that ne further action was io bz
tekon on the £ubjeut.5

Lt. Col, Telcolifs roport reveals that the island of
Virginiuz from 1751 to about 1816 -as vpdoevelepoed land; indecd,
in 1816 it had been listed os vnelained land, The 1BC3 map of
Horpers Ferry {see iracing of part of plan on nexk page of this
report) delinestes the Islsnd of Virginiu; in gGetzil at that
date and shovs it gz an unimproved qrea, thuse further sube-
stantiating the statenents of Li. Col. Falcoit cbout the carly
histery of the island,

Note 3 conlinued: Lord Fairfax’s Deood Lo Robert Yarper for
82 acree, dated April 1%, 1762, B, 12, v, 11, pp. 1GE0-L0EHD;
Robert Criffitn’'s Loed Lo Themss Rutheriord, TEillicus Derlie

& others for 310 acres, dated Jznuary 9, 1¥9¥, R. 1i, v. 11,
pr. 1083-10E8E,

S Foul 19, v. 2, p. l65.
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GHAPTER 13

ISLEND OF VIRGINTUES, 1616 to 1830

r

b}

The I8l nd gets ils nane and is dovelepod

In 1816, Daniel MePheison, Survevoer for the Counly
of Jefferson, Virginia, took out a Fatent from the State of
Yirgiria for the Islong of Virginius as unclained lund.1
On Moy 12, 1817 MePherson and his wife Susanah sold the island
described as follows, to John Peacher for §$1,C00:

"nelng an lsgland in the Shencndosh neor Harpers Ferry

and beirg the lowemmost Island in said river, containing oleven
acres, one rood and thirty-four poles arnd boundsd as follevs

to wit Deginning at a4 Sycemecre 2ol ou the east end and resning

up said river vith the mednders thereof W 10 ¥ 1 pole, I 467

s0Y ¥ %6 poles, W B9 W 14 poles, N ?&‘,12” Wols poleﬁ, Houl

W 22 peles, § 5C W 13 poles, e a popler, § 6B 3 13 poles, to

2 point opposite 4 saw mill {lﬂtnted on i llfs 1 slangl S 37

W 1% poles totvo small agh zrd el bushes on the vest end of
gzid Island thonecse dovn the said river - ith tnL Leunders Lhvereof
5 777 307 £ 31 poles, ¥ sum‘,»r poles, 5 72 & 25 poles, ¥ &0

E 13 poles, 5 73 E ¢ pelea W ED E E poles to tne beginning,
coptaining eleven acres one rood and thirty poles morce or lecs
ard all houses, building orchard ways, -ater...”

On August 30, 1823 John Peacher and his .ife Lydia
s0ld Lo Jomes Stubblefield for ene cent the following land:

#ooJbeing a small part of an Island in the Shenandeah
River near Harpers Ferry. and the lowermosi lslandg in Said
river {Ihlcl vould be the Island of ¥1rg4r1”ﬂi boundgsd a8
follors to 1it, — Beginning at the most northern cerper of said
Islend «nd running thernce 5 50 W 2 poles thence due Eost 17
poles thenee 1) 60 W 13 poles to the Deginning eontaining
thirty perches...”3

1, Hoted of Li. Col. Taleott, attaeched to his report to 1he

Secretary of War, August 17, 1843, Reel 23, v. 3, wp. 212-213.

2., Deed af B. & 5. [eed Book Ko, 10, pp. 142-143, Jefferson
County Court House, Chirles Tevn, West Yo,
3- DEEd EGQI‘{ 13; Pp- 2?‘25-

- 10 -~

T



Jopes Stubblelicld wan {hen Swvoerinlendent of Lhe
Uniced States Lrmory al rpers Ferryy his acgulsition of the
laland laler wnovn a5 Virginiuvs, however, had nothing tO_dﬂ
with his efficisl positien, but representoed a priveles or personcl
investhenl.  On Augusi 36, 1824 John Peacher and his vife Lydiu
sold te Jonwes Sivbblelicld for 015,000 the folloving vroperty:

“ewsand boing the viole of an island {except thirty
te perches} ir the Shenandeah river (+hich Stubbleficid had
acguired on fugust 30, 1823} near iurpers Forry and being the
lover nost island in said river, thatl part of said islard
nerein convered containing toelve acres one rood and fifteen
porehes arud bounded as fellovws. to wit, Beginning at a vycalovre
[Eigl stuiap on the eust end of seid island aadrunning vp said
river with the meanders therect Lorih 10 W one pole. thence
N AGE W 26 peles, thenc. % 69 W peles to a steoping uillew thence
F 7% W 15 peles to an iron belt in & rock under thne bridoe thencs
leaving the meapders of sqaid river and runring due Wesl 40 nolos
to un iren olt in a rock thernce 1vith the necanders of soeid river
5 7) W12 poles to an irenm boll in & rock, therce S5 431 W 10
peles te sn irenm bolt in a rock, thence South 3 W 6 310 poles
to & small ash snd elic on the west end of gaid izlang thonce
devn 84igd river with the meanders thereof 5 7¥F 30" 5 & poles,
thence § 837 0™ ¥ 31 poles, 1hence W 8Y* 307 5 24 poles, thence
5 72 Z 2% poles, thence W 80 § 15 polex, thenee 5 73 I % peles,
thenee N 05 % 2 peles teo the beginkning, containing t-elve acres,
ohe rood and fifleen poles, togother -ith all singuler Mills,
1ill heouse, machinery, rater, alter coursse,..”"

One day lzater, on fugust 31, 1324, Jawes Stubhleficzld
entered into an agrecnent vith the new Shenandeah Czral Company.
This coniract providzd for the invprovewent of the rater channel
or cenal thst passed on the inner or rerth side of the island
and also granted Stulbblefield ithe rignt tocrect o dam acress the

Shonandeah RHiver. The document reacs:

4. Dood Bock No. 13, pp. 28-29, Deed of 3. &, 8. August 30, 1824,



Thrticles of Agreerent entered inte tuis 3lst day of
August, 1824, hetueon Charles fis Siuart and Weo Dell, <geuds
for the ney Bhecnandosh {ggnaii Connnny, duly aviherised and
ermowered by order of Lhw Presjidert ond Dirsctors of the caid
Cawpary, entered voon thelr mindtes on the 2¥th Instant, a
copy of vliich is hereto ennexed, of ithe one parl, and Juaws
Stubkleficld, of tihe County of JoffTerscn, and foun of Hurpers
Forry, of the other part.. Witnesasth: that the party of the
first partl doth wgree ghd convonant on the part of the said
cocpany, Do give and deth hereby give to the party of ithe second
part, the privilege of erceting o dan acroms the ciwnnel at
any point beleow the_lover locks {1fuich were located on Hallfs
Kifle Facuory Islunﬁ], a0 the Siznondesh River, rear 1o Hermpers
Ferrv, =hich he mnay choose, s0 a3 to turn all the water vhich
new or at any tise may Flow through the said chainnel inte a conal
now nage and partly yet to e made, through his islend nent
below tiie saidg lecks and en vhich his orist mills and edifices
new stand, together vvith lhe privilege of using all the vater
o turned unte his canal, :hich may not be at any and «ll =22F
tires neccssary for the free, easy end safe navigatiou of ihe
gaid cancl, by tho bposts ascending anrd descending the Shenongosh
River toany point...Tiey, the party of first part, farther agroe

ard bind themzelves, in behalf of the said Prezident and Directors,

andg Yheilfr svweeepsoery, Yo pay to the soaid party of the Secona
pert, sevon Dunared and fifty collars tovards makicg the said
inprovement sith a lock annexed, oui of the provuecds of tells
collecied on the uprards and dernvards tromspeoriation of come
modities to #né froo the public works or facteritics (sic)
belonging to the United States, on the said Shenandoain Hiver,
at and pear the aforesaid Locks, together with Iaterest at the
rate of six per cent per aman till paid. It is slso Tarther
agroeg on the port of the first marty that the mcid scoond party
may entcr and nake any dan, in the mail channel of saic river,
vhich he may deer. hecessary Lo increase the quantity of water
in the gaid canal inrough hiqislund aforesaid,

Yot for and in considerution of the premises aforesaid
the said pariy of the second pert, on his part sgrees and binds
himself, his heoirs, executors, adrinisirators and gssigrs to
make the dam first aferesaid, in suvbstantial and pernanent
style, at such a distance froe the lover lock afcresaid, as to
form a conveniert bhasin, inthich the bouis and other croft nay
turn inte and out of the lock sforesaid and inte and out of
the e¢anal throogh his Island aforesaid thet he 111l nake and
keop @ good and sufficient canal for the pessage of such boats
and craft as de and way navigate the Sherandeail and Polanag
rivers, from the said dam through and to the lover exlremity of
siig Island That at the lowver exlremivy aferosaid, he will
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construet a durable and suffiicient locek to lelt the boats and
craft cforcseid pass vy and covn inte and froe the deep waler

in the Chormel of the soid Shwonandoah river, and thot the soid
canal and lock sitall Wwe Irce for {he passdage of cvery spocics

of crafi 1afls, ete as Intondad by foe charier of The zaid
conpany — oand the said leclh being finished and rocoeived Iy the
President and Directeors ol {he pald company, as guralle ond
sufficicent, shall »2 falin and considered as the propeoriy of the
said cggpany.”b

Crn Doconber 28, 1824 the island of Virgirius wuas
divideod by Jures Stublleficld irtoe four tracis and sold by
him to four prersons for a grand total of 328,500, By ithe Tirst
deed, Situbbleficld sold to Fonteine Beclhan for 510,500 the
upper or woestern end of the island that was locoted rostly on
the citer or Gouth side of the mill race. This property e
ghall call Troet Foe. 2 [(theze leis have Leen generally varked
on thoe 1834 maps that appesr in the next chapter). The dood
for Troet fio. 2 reads in porxt:

e esniesy Herpers Ferry, being part of an isl:snd lving
in the Shenapdesh River near its junction wdith the Potacclk,
being the sare Islord whidh was conveyed to the sald Joves
Stubnleoficld by @ cortain John Peschor ond vife,..ths said
Picces, ol s2aid 1gland is pounded as fellows, fo wit:
Bcginninghyt @ stale in the centre of the Sireet, corner to
Wernvag [Tract Fe. 4), thonce roversing his course 8 77 B 2
poles and 174 links, ibence leaving said street 11, 13 E M0
polcs and B2 links teo & bBranch of Shetiondoch River, thonce up
the same N 81 W 11 pol:s and 21 links, crossing Lhe mill zail
race to an eln, thence Lo 785 30% uptil it interscels a ling
dravn i1 14F 154 3 from the Tron stake at the noarth end of the
Mill daa, and thenee with said line reversed fo gaid Iren slidke
at the liorth End ef said 1all, tiehse vp the Hill Heece 3 727
307 17 12 poles and ¥4 livks, thence S 64 W_18 poles, thonce
N 6% 307 W 3 poles to the eil Kill race (of wrict iile. 1)
thence crossing the same 5 78 W 20 poles and 13 links to the
uppel ond of the stone vamll at the head gate of the caral,
thenee 8 627 30% YW 4 poles and 2 links to twe /[shes, theonece

5. Ariicles of Agreement, August 31, 1824, Doed Dook 13,
PR. 2089-260,
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39 45" Y cronsing the 1Hill Pace, 4 poles arnd 7 links to an

ash, thonree 5 777 307 12 dovss bthe river +ith the Meanders and
stone wall 7%F 30% E 10D poles and 1% links, thence N &Yf 50

E 20 poles, thenge 8 017 5 24 poles, 8 B8 B 8 Bf10 poles to
aid Wowitagfs (Troet hoo 4] corner, thence reversing his line
E 124 5uv” 2 1% peles and 1z links to the beginning containing
(Blank} poles of land. . .7

oy the gecond deed, alwo dated Deconbeer 28, 1824,
Sivbhlefisld sold te Pounscad Secithears for 47,500 the unper
or weslern end of the island of Virginius that was located
irvard ex nerth of the nill race;, tiiis picce we shall eall
Trach Do. 1. ‘The deed for Trect Ho, 1 reads in pari:

o awrodr Harpers Ferry, being 2 part of &r islang
Iying in the Shenardoch River, near iis jJunctiion w:ith ihe
Potamee, baing the sawe islapg ‘hich ~as conveved to the said
Jimes Stuhbihlesield by o certain Joehn Pesclher and vife by deetea.
the said piece or portion of said island is boundsd as follovs,
te vit: Bzginning et an iren staie it the Korth end of the
vall of the i1l dar. corner to Tonteine Deckhim®s Lot {Urict 2)
thence running wp the 1211l race with said ¥, Becknan’s line to Lvo
Aghes near the nead of saia raece, thenre doin he norin side of
the islasd with the zeandgrs of _the river until it intcreseels
Fortein Beckham’s line, {Tract £) thence with said F. Beckhen’s
lirne to the Begirning, contairing tuo acreos of land, bo the saie
More or loss,..™

Oy the third deed, Stubblefisld sold to odward Veger

for §3,000 a part of the island vhich was loceted belew or easi

(R
of Fontaine Beckham’s, Traect le. 2 and,inner side of the island.

Wager?s Lot e shall call Tract Ne. &) this geed reads iv part:

# e anedYl Hoypers Ferry, being a part of an Island
lying ip the Shenandoah, near 1t junction with the Polonac,
being the sane Island vhich vas cenveyed to the said Juaewes
Stubdleficld by a certain John Peacher ard wifc...the said plece
or portion of gaid Islend ie bounded as folleows:, Deginning

6. Deed of . & 3. Decewber 28, 1824, Decd Dock 13, pr. 330-331,
Also Dond of Trust, December 28, 1224, Doeed Book 13, pp. 332-333,

7. Deed of B. 8 5, Decenber 28, 1824, Doed Book 13, pp. 344-345,
Also Deed of Trust, December 28, 1824, Deed Book 13, pp. 440-347,
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on the soiih side of & branch of the Sherandeah River, thence

S 13 W with the line of F.o Beckher’s Lot (Triet llo. 2) 10 841G
poles to a stale in the middle of the stroet, thewee Tith
lire of Luervis Yoernsanrs {Trect To. 4) Lot roversed 5§ 77 2 115
poles to o Stale, thence I 11 ¥ 10 8{10 polos to the foresaid
Brivch of the Shonandoan River thoenee up, by and iih Hhe
mearaers of the pome e the Beginning, containing 123 sguars
poles of lond.,.®

. ¥
Dy the fourth and legt deed, alse dated Dﬁcembe{f 1824,
1

Stubblefield 80ld Lo the Levis Wernveg for $8,000 the ramiinder
{the lover or cast end) of the island of Virginius. The dzog
for this Leot, “hich we shall call Troct Ho. 4, reads in parl:

Yewea plece of land situste lying and bLeing on the
Shewandezh Island near dsrpers Fo¥I¥...boginning at z siake in
the rmiddle of the street and runming thence § 1% W 15 poles
and 223 links fo the soulh side of a steone vall thence dovn the
sane 5 39 ¥ Vpoles and & links, thence 1115 the resnderings
of the river S 627 20 £ % poles and 12% links, thoence S 83
E 5 poles, lhence I 877 457 2 20 poles and 22 lirks Lo ihrsc
aches ovn the easi erd of the Tslind, theoneo vrossing the strear
until It interscots with the lire of ihe Vnited States, theonce
up the river with the United States Line te 4 sveonere, thengo
crossing the strear. Lo & ppint or 2 roek at the taters cdge te
E. Viegers lor, (Wract He. 3) thernce with said Singer’s line
toe a #take in the middlce of the street, 2 corpey to said Weder's
lot, and thence up the widdle of the streel fo tic beginning,
containing throc seres. .. ®

Yrom the prieces paid for the island, 51,00C 15 1817
815,000 in Augugt 1824 apd 28,560 in Decouber 1524, as w.ell
ag from the mention in the four 1824 deeds of bridgss, dans,
stone walls, streets, mill roaccs and wills, it is evident thal
conziderable Physical isprovenent and develeoprernt of Virginiuvs
must have occcurred betveen 1617 and 1824, and particularly in
1824, Hovewver, in light of the financial difficulties thatl -.ere
8. Dead of By &. S. December 2§, 1824, Doed Bool 13, pp. 325-329,

9. Doed of B. &. S, Docombor 24, 1824, Tieed Dook 14, pp. 41-42,
Alse Doed of Trust, Decosber 2%, 1824, Decd ook 13, pp. 334-336,
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Lo harass the ovners of Uracts Foo 1, 2 and 4 for the wext

trenty voors, particulariy in atte.pting to Reot Lhe principal
i intorost doe opn the original rmurchese money for these 1024
deeds, it vonld appear thet the bovers in 1824 were overly
ortindstiec chout {he hemediale--industrial polentials of island
and that, in arny case, the incereazce in value of the proverty

in one vear Trom 515,000 {oP22, 500 wwnis much Loo great. Thus

ir 1824 Virginius as launched on its industrial carcer, noi

only with a4 great deal of 1aler around ithe islard but alse in
f*he highly inflated value of the land., This tendeney to over-

estimate and inflate the walue of Lhe properties vas to continue

for 30 yewers, until 1854, -hen the vhele stach of cards cwte

doin with a crash, and the wacter vos ruthleszly sgueczod cui

and thc property values were placed on a wore realistic basis, *
Leturning te 1228, hovever, tnat year the inhabitonts

of the Island of Virginius, at Harpers Forry, petitioncd the

AN T ICETRL e a0 T 5 T

Generc) fscorbly of Virgin.a that their seltlescnt be eptablished
gz the townm of "Virginius®™. The cct doipng so was passed Jenuary
B, 1827, and appointed as the first trustecs sere Lowis Wernmewg,

Fontsine Deckhoam, Tosnsend Beckhem, John S. Gallagher, cditor

of the Virginia Free Press, and John G. Unseld.lD

10. Jefferson County, Petitions, Decaiber 11, 1BZ6, lo. E62L;
Yirginia General Assonbly, Acts, MSEE-18LY Sessioon,
pp. C%,114, cited in Bushong, iiillard Kessler, A jlistory
of Jefferson Cournty Sest Virainic, Jefferson Publishinog
Corpany, Charles lovn, West Virginiaz, 1L, p. 87,
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fhe cenpug for 1830 lisls thoe ponpolation of i fown
of Virgini=s separctely froo that of l2mppers Ferry, and indicaios
that the Lotal peopulatier of tite Islond was then 8% paraons,

with G hreads of fmilies being listed. The stidte populaoidon

toteled V¢ people of +vhes 43 tere male and 27 faczle, The

Free negro populavion consisted of one fenaleand the slaves

' 11
mumpered 18, of whan 7 vere male ang 11 female.

1l. Matienal Archives B, 5, 29, Records of the Dureiw of The
Cengug, Populcetion Schediles of the Fifth Ceasus of the
United States 1830, Virginiag Vel. 24, bicrofilia recl LU
Yo 1, pPp- 33-36.
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ISinnD 07 VIRCDHe, 1030 1o 1834
P AL S i O Rt DU Sth g B ol A .

Firvst tos Shedng Phoeice] Dovelomioand

1 this chapier ve shall first examine indsvidually
the four tracls icto -hiciths Islind of ¥irginivs had been
dividod din 1824, wdilising lands reocords and bhe ovidence

found in tiwe carly nevspspeors,  We shall then pring 21l of 3hig

data togelher and use it din a study of the 1533-1834 mzps of

a

Hzrpers Ferrv.

Troct 1 Tovvsend Beckhemfs T ocawery Lot, 1830-1834:

In Bey 183% Townsend Beckhon, the owncy of Lhis
pProperty, diad in nis BO0LNW Year.l In July 1832, John Frime,
aedmivistyrator of Beokharfs estate, avnounced that a zale o%
EBockhams peréunal property and a long list of tanned and
Parily tanned leather govds rould be offcred ot public auction

en tne lsland of Yirginius on ARugust 9th of that wear. e also

acdvertised:

i=3

“FUR EELT, A VAIUARLE TANRCRY, OITL RILL & DVELLILG KA

Cn Shesandosn River, within halfsile of Pobtou.¢ near

Herpeors Ferrve Tilere is attached te the yard a Berls i1l vhicn

goes by valels,."

In Hovember 1833 and in 1834 this property <as then

offeraed for sale by Frime, vho described the islond iract as feollous:

1, Virginic Free Pross, Moy 24, 1832, p. 3

2. Ilid. July 19, 1832, p. 2.
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fThe vory valuable end oligible rosl properiy be-
lemgung to Uhe eslete of Tovpscoed Jeckhar, doco., siicated
on the wpper part of the Iszlewd of Virginius, at arpers Foerry,
iz ngy o the merkol et private sale.

The promises consist of a TARIIUGC ESTABLISIENT, ith
vater vorks fo grind bark, a2 large nwber of vets, thops, Bark
ivusen, and cwvery other sppurtenance te carry on ihe Lusiness
on & 1ozt extensive scale,

AN EXCZLLZNT OIL ITLL
Tho CLITIoDICUE
DWELLILG LCUSES

The yards and gardens of one of them hignly Inproved...
together with gseveral ocut-buildings of different kinds.

A further descripiion of said properiy is doomed
inespedient, as e purchascr i1l of eourse wiew it for himself.
It is confidently believed, novever, thatl the waricos unusual
advantlages arisicg from ts proainity to the t o great orks
of internal inprovenent {C. & 0. Canal cnd #cltimore & Thio
Reil Redad) the ebuncant supply of country hides Freoo the Haroeors-
Ferry rarket, the vaier poier, &g, conbine o render it the post
eligible propersy of the kind, for a person or coupany 'ith
good capital, to ke found in the county.

The preperty, being unsuibed to the occepoticon and
mandgesent of a widor and young <hildren, ~1ill be disposcd of
on very reasonable termms, Loth as to price ond extensicn of

credits.

For further partiectlars, anply eithor to John Frage,
at Horpers-Ferry, or to indresw ilunter, in Chorlestown, Vo.©

Truet ko. 1 thus contained in the 1830183+ pericd,
a Tapnery, ©il 3711, with related out-buildings, and tvo dweelling
houses, The property vas offered for sale in Koverbor 1633, kbut
&5 we shall see in the following chapter, it wms not sold urtil
1538,
3. Virginia Free Pross, lovexber 7, 1233, ». 3, . 2; alse

Joenuory 2, 1832 p. 1.
4a  Ihidg,., Joruvary 20, 1830, pod,
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TLACT TF, %r Peuntaive Socihor s #Tolandg (illas®™ et IB50L_30:

In Jemuayry 183530 Tewntaine Beckhdn, ihe owner of Trect
lio, ?jaivortiSQd;
FOR REET

e priellent and earodious Fouses In the towm of
Vircinius, (lthe lzleng near Horpers-Forry. Ung af thes:, nov
oroupicd By Mry Loewis Werrvag, conlains 6 or 8 excellont rosas,
collar WXifohen, end gerret, Tuerc iz also o geood gerden attached.
The other, sceunied by Mr. J. e Bhinreon, contains 4 good roois,
Eitehen and cellar; and hos a large garden. Possession w21l be
given ou lhe lst of April noxit...”

Dn.Mﬂrch 23, 1830 FPontaoine Beckhadnm -and his o " F¢ finh
B., and Jomes Stubblefield so0ld Levids Vermsg, the o of
Troct Lice 4, tvo acres three Roods end one pole of land Srow
Tract Yo. 2; this sale vill ba discuésed in getuil vhen Trect
Yo, 4 is considercd later o iz this chapter,®
In July 1820 Fountaine Deckham ran the folloi-ing

acvertissment in the nevspapeor:

SHTIUE s TEOISLAND ITLL, ot Wirginius Fe<r Harpoxs
Ferry, 15 not undergolng a thercuagn repalr, and wili in a few
days e ready for ihe reception of grain...
| Thg mill bolrng siluated irmediately beloy ihe Shenandoah
Locke...™

In 1851 the #Islend 111%™ was operated Ly Daniel
Snydor and Fenteing Beckham. The retice of thelr newly feored

partnership reads a5 follows:
"
'[_TC' FRRCERS
4. Ibhids, January 20, 1830, p. 3.
5, Deed of B. & 5., Herch 23, 1530, Dued Book 16, pp. 318--015,
B, Wirginiu Free Press, Joly 2B, LB3C, p. 3, oo 4.
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LASTRL BLVERER, hovipg taken an interest with Fontaine
Hookiam ir 40 Islong 1001), near lorpoers Terry, will rowaric to
the cupleners of szig w.11), and to formers conorally, thel evoery
grersion will e ugoed teo pronobe the ickercst of thone dloposagd
fo do their business at this i11. The usndorsioned Lhops, Iros
a dutenszirgticn to heve nefhing videne on thedr part, to roceive
a reasass hile share of Lo businecss- The Wil is it good order,
and ready to recedve all ninds of grein, vhich i1l ke strictly
atlendod te by r. Stephens, the Forgper miller, Tor the advantocs
of ecusltorors we will take upon ourselves all tae trouble of
doelivering tnecir flour, {(subjsct o their order) in markoed,
effecting siles, etc., 1F they vish it. 1f, oo the controry,
they prooceye Thelir own boawen, ve will deliver thedr flour at
8 short nolice, And to these who wigh to 2011 thelr Vhaeatl, we
only ask o call, bPelieving as we do, that ve can at alliines
0ive a3 near the fair marxet price for UWneat s any other niillers.
It is ret necessary for us here Lo peint oul the advanlages
pertaining in ard to this nill, as fewiers gonerally consuli thedr
own intereslb. We will hewever, rovark, thel the fine rouad fro
Charles Town to Horpers Ferryicinis vas the ilarpors Ferry-Somiitafield
Turnpike Co. Road, shica had Loen started in ISED—{T}:j, Passlng
dirccetly by this mill, is now wvery neaerly conploted, by which
imary of the famers, porticularlsy those quite mear thereto, will
ba crnabled for several wonthes in the year to carry frov 1CO
io 125 bushels of vheat &t a single leac-this_to many +ill be &
great aoventage. To the farmers of Loudoun {County, ng} e
say, we vill exchange Flour for llest at amy tiue, and grind
thelr cetntry -ork, as well ag that of our cusiomers, ot the
shortcst neiice.
Daniel Sryder
Fortaine Beclln.”8

In Septemper of the sare year, 1831, Fonboine Decihanm
announced:

# L eThe undersigned inforns the farmersof Jefferson
ang Loudour, thet not having digposed of any interest in his
wil) al Virginius, pear Herpers-Forry, he vill continue tihe
hisiness, as uwsual, on nls oum Gdceount. Hr. Thosas H. Stephons,
anilleor of capaciiy and wiperience, nas cherge of the rill,
and will ke eble Lo give the ntmosh satisfoetion. The uwsual
guantity of Flour 311 be given for merchantable Whesi, and Lhe
imspeeticon warranted in Baltihiore or the Cities of the District.
In sases where cugitcrers profer it, the barrels will pe given

Y. Ibid., August 4, 1830, p,. 3
B, Virginio Froe Press, dugast 18, 1831, p. 3, also Scptember
l; lbal; Pa 1 e, 3.
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The adventage of this kill congisis in its Leing ot
the poiit “here Copal novigaticon coumoencas, oad therefore Jockuge
belfore it resches that pornt is soved.

The subgeribarfs brand hag ultqw* oirtained o highest
price in the mariel, 5 can be esvalildished by reference Lo leatmen
on the river, or teothe flour dealers below,

Durirg the Plesier season, he vill gluavs e reody
to grind that ariticle, and +11) qguererally heep & supoly or. hand
for the arcommmodation ©f nils custeners, JACCE SPALZ,F 12

Tract Ne, 2, then, in 1834, contained Fonltaine Deckiemss
stone merchant Tlouy mill, a builgiig 60 by 40 feet in size;
four deelling houses; and a coopers shep. This last building
nay have been rented in 1834 by Siduey A. Pilcher. Hr. Pilcher,
in any evenlt, advertised in that year:

COCPERS iiUZD.
#The subscriber wishes to eplor four Jolrmeynen
Coopors, of ateady end iudustriens halits, to hos 12 couts
per barrel from tne smoeoth and 17 frowm the rougih wiil he given.
Woges 1ill be p'éd ovory S:iturdey nigat. Virgialus, neaor

Hurpers-Forry.”

TRAICT LT. 3, Edvarc Wiger®s Property, 1830-1&34:

Edvard Llager, the o ner of thip traet, died in 1832 or
1833, for in August 1833 ve find the folleving notice appodring
in the neveEpaper:

VeLIADLE GAYPEISS FERRY R2ZRL ZITATR
HEIT LJ‘ALL-o

#Ey virtere of Court, Sprirg of 1823, offer at
private sale the valuable dielling houses and lots of the heirg
of Ddbard Yoger situated on the islindg in the Shonandoch, ediocent
te Harpers Ferry.

12, Virginic Free Press, July 1€, 1834, p, 3, . B
13, 1Ibid., Sooiouper 29, 1834, p. 3, ©a 5
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Y e proserty consicos of bro o forleble store sioccbod
eellincu~ore of Lhow large cooish fo coomuends te ttg Tenalioes-
vith gurdess atfached, of rowerlable fertilily, affording, also
Tront evceah Tor L0 ovher Dl ldings.  The wriece is 4,000,
ARDLEW HLUETER, Specicl Comll4E

Loocoardingly, on Scpboicber 28, 16835, Andrev lurler,
Speaial Ceenizsioner of the Court, arg ilamnal Weger, Lho widew
of Eduarg VWeger, scld to John B, Gildea for <, 000 the fellewing
promer by :

Meedd lot of land zituated on thoe Island in Shonundozh
river near its junciion with the Potomee, keown by e Dane of
Virgiriug, contalining by moasuaronest L23 sgusre poles contalnling
alse vpon it o sionc stuccosd dvelling hovses, obhe of thon nov
cotupied lyy said Joln 3. CGildes the other by & certair John 1,
Vorleyv, arnd bournded a5 Followvs to wit = beginnirg on ihe south
side oi & branch of ithe suic river, & corner oo ', Jecarhar,
{ITrect Fo, 2) thenes 8 13 W uith the line of said Decidus.

10 E/1IG peles o a stoke in the micdle of the street or read,
Thenee with a lire of Leiis Wormog (nov Vern g and 8.0th)
{lrict No. 4.3 8 ¥7 £ 12w peles te o stake, thouce H 115 E

16 8f10 poles to the aforesald brandi ef the seid river, thonce
up, and viih the neandurings of the zate to fie: beginn. ug-being
the souc tract of land thot oz convered 1o the faid moare
Wager in his life iine, froa Joes Stubbleficld by dowd bearing
the daic of _ Decegaber 1824,,.713

L : I
Gildes retained title to this pronorty until jay 1835,

Tract Koo 3 in 1834 therofore containsd two siono
stuceoed ¢vyelling houses, one ocoupicd by Johw B. Gildea and {be

otier rented by John B Yorleyr.

w
TRACT NO. 4, LIS VERNASGYS So00 MILEL LOT, 183018634
— a

-r

In Febrvery 1880 Cherles Ho Hills advertised:
TUREITG,
IN o0, IR, BEHASS, &C.

1d. Thid, rAugust 22, 1533, o. 3.
15. Doot of Da G S Suepbember 25, 1833, Deed Book 19, np. 97-58;

algo Deed of Trusi, Sepiecher 26, 18353, Doed Bool 16, pp. IL2-1

16. Doed of B. & S, Huv 13, 1835, Decd Hock 20, pp. 338-13%,
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o dindersicied is ol prepared, At MT. ern.iofs
e ill, adjoining Lrpers-Ferry, to cneorts ql)l kivcs of
TURETLG, in -ecd, lron, hrass, ¢C.  ile will alze mabe o ropalr
any kind of MNochirery “aich may be varied, =tricely ceccording
to Jiveotien, torning Jethes, o0 Joe o 111l be thonkivl for
any orcers Ji ais line of business, ard hopes to render hirself
useful 1o Lhe pulblic in that tay,”lf

Cn luren 23, 1530 lLewilis Vernweg vurchogsed Froes FPonic. ne

and Ann R. PBeokhon and Jemes Stullleficid the following poriion
af Traet No. 2 on the izland of Virginius:

fi cerlain szall tract of luand...being pert of an
l=zland in the Saenapcoeh river nearest tothe nonth eof szid river
ang knoin by the neme of Yirgirninsg ilounded &5 folic.s {lo ~it
Beginning at figure 1 of ihe annexcd figure (see fracing of plat
on nexit pago of ithis report) a cedur siake ir the norih cdge
of L, Wermagfs Suv Mill Dow, therce H 735 B 4.4 poles to Fig %
& Slake in peid Bockhons 17111 denn thered up tae sane 5 83 W 13.5
poelag 1o fiag. 3 « @mnall codiery at the soulh odge of saiddarn Thonoc
confaining {sic) up the dam & 89 W 23,0 polez Sig 4 ive saplings
sprouting out of one stulp Thevee 5 52 W 32.% poles to fig &
the south post of the guard gate et the Wead of the island,
Lhoige § 45 W 7 poles Lo iig 6 too ash saplings thenoe Vo
E 1} peles fo fig ¥ a »ile of stines at the gouth edge of the
island, Thesce centinuing devn the river b its neadnorings
N B2 F 26 noles Lo fig & the upperesnd of the race well at the
adgs of the river, thenee vith tie mare 5 60 3f: £ 24 poles
& fig 9 therce 5 8% F 7,8 polos to saild Wernmsg corner fig. 10
tiehee vith Ais lisne 8 6% E 7.6 polios to sald VWerntiag coruct
fige 10 thevee wiih his line eressirg the sas pill das ¥ 123
E 4.7 poles io fig 11 in said line at the north edge of the
Za% mill dae theree up the stone vall whieh bounds the sam
0 821 37 15,3 poles o the beginning containing {o geres three
Roads and onc poles..®

Wernvag vas to have all rigit and title te ths plece
thus acouired cxeepi fhat:

ernt og shall in ne wanner or &Y possess Use or onjoy
the ater privilege on that sids of said tract of land which
binds on 1he head race or dan leading to the serchent mill vow
in pesstssion of gaid Feovtaire Oockhon farther tnen he rasg

entitled to use or enjoy before thc executioy of these present and

17, Virginia Free Props, February 17, 1830, p.é?.
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it is hereby zgroed...that said Wernwag chall have and enjoy & richt
of way for paswing and repassing all ensztomary vehicles (both for hime
gelve and other whom he oay pormit so to pass asd repass) to sond from
said tract of laond fhreuch and ever the lands of ke said Tonbaine
Reciham on sald Island cecoerding to the shorbest and mest convenient
route from the public street or road on said island to the herehw
conveyed PIOMLE0G e’ 18

In July, 1831, the Wernuvags advertise=ds

FROTICE

Az it iz absolutely necessary to settlo the business of L. Vernwag
and L. Weormwmg & Sons, at Harpers-Ferry, this {s to give notics to all
poersons indebted to the gbove firm to come ferward and close their
accounts by cash or notes, previeus te the 25th inst. Those neglecting
this notice will have their asecounts put inte the hands of officers for
collection,—~Thozse whoe have any claims acainst the above firm, will pleaze
present them to the subseriler for settlowent during that time, at the
office of L. Viernwag & Pong, Virginius, where he will attend to bring ttre
business to a close. . BUCUSTCS T, GZLASERZ, Agent

for L. Hernwag and L, Wernwags & Sons.” 19

In 1831, Lewls Yernwag, <r., was engaged in the conztruction of the
great railrcad bridge over the Mononcacy Giwer, 3% tiles from Frederick, for
the Daltimore and Uhio Railroad.20

In 18286, he had constructed a portiom of the Free Church at Harpers
Ferry and in 1828 also ecrected the Harpers Ferry Methodist Eplseopal
Churely, Mr. Wornwag had also uilt a dam scross the Potomac and performed
work on the Armory Shops for the Government at Harpers Ferry prior to
1331.21 In August of 16832, Lewis Wernwag, Sr., also invented and was
JB. Deecd of I, & 5., Harch 23, 1830, Deed Dok 1F, pp.31B-519.

19, Virginia Free Press, July 7, 1831, p.3.

PRI N
20, Ibid., December 1, 1331,}_‘9.2-3.

21, Omith, Fhilip R., Jr., "Hiztorie Duilding Report, Fart I and II, for
Bldg. FHo. 48-K, 3t. John's Protestant Evoiceopal Church, Tempether with a
Brief History of the Pree Church, 3t. Peter®s Roman Catholic Church, and
the Fethodist Protestant Church of Harpers Ferry,” dated October 23, 1838,
.5, LE.

wifa



constructing a "Self-egulating or Self-Directing Rall rosd car™ with
22
gi¥x whoels that was irtended to run nround ourvos.

In Pebruary, 1832, it was announced:

HDISS0LETION,

The partnership heretofore exiating at Harpers-Ferry, under the names
of Miermsag & Gons,® eonsisting formerly of Lewis Wernwag, sen., John
Wernwag, Joseph I'c Shannon, Lewis bermdag, jun. and tilllizm vernwesg, but
more rocently of the three first named sbove, was dissclved by nmutual
consent on the lst day of Jamuary last [1832).

All persorns indebted teo cither of the late firms, are respechfully
and earnestly requested to cowe Forward and ¢lose their accounts by pay-
ment or otherwise,

Jozeph P. Shannon is fully authorized to ¢loge the transaction of
both the late fimms. LEWLS WoRHEAG,

JOUN WERMIRG,
JOZETH Po SHAHDCH.” 23

On July 2, 1832, lewis Wernwag angd his wife, Slizabeth, scld one
undivided half-interest in Tract Ho, 4 te Jeseph L. Smith and Janes
Hook, both of Frederick County, ¥aryland, for $10,000. The deed covering
this transaction reads in part:

"v..as fepnants in Couwron one full undivided moiety or helf part of all
the possessien, rights, title or interest of them the sald [owis Yerawao
and Elizapeth his wife in and to the island of 'Virginius? boineg an island
in the Shenandoah river, and situatod noarest te the confliuonce of said
river with the Potrwae at Harpars Derry: including mere particolarly all
that porticen of s=aid Island, purchaszed by sald Louls YWernwag frem James
Stubbleficld and ¥ary his wife conveyed to the said Lewis Yernwag by
dead., .dated hay 28, 1824...

vendnd including also more particularly all that portien of =said
island which was purchased by Uernway from rontaine Deckhom by deed
dated tlarch 23, l830..." 24

The public was informed of this event on July §, 1832, when the new

partners anneounced;

22, Virginia Pree Press, hugust 23, 1432, p.3, c.1; Hovsnber 28, 1832,
P.zr Cula

23. 1Ibid., February 16, 1832, p.3.

24, Deed of B. & 3., July 2, 1832, Deod Book 17, pp.d24-425.
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IR (OCERL:
e e raiagne:s, ‘-.—wmg dispesed of half Lis interest in the wost

valuaule oropsrly, THI G450 FILL, &l on the Ialand neer Eiar}ﬂ-crrs Ferry,
fealled Vircininc} to Yessrs. Joooph Lo B9 and JORIE HOOK, taies

preal pleacure in infownaing $he bl i, that the Imzipess in Suture will
be conduchked vndey the nate and fim of
JOSATH Lo SaTD & €O,

The advantages of this ssseciation need only bz alluded to: persons
having business wilh the concern, will {ind that a now spirit anrﬂ cnter~
prige ulll e given to the one r'liio'm of the establishments: and that it
confidonilyr meliewved, that the whole comnondty will ke materially bene-
Fitted kor the arrangemernt, LS WLULAG.” 25

Fvidence of the “new spirit” of the cenecern io perhaps te o2 found
in their advertisement that also appearcd in the nevspapsr thet seme day:
#TTHNZRE WINBER

Tant 2d, 1mnndlato¢;, a large muantfiy of the fellowing Endz of
Tinﬂ':-or, 11'* logs
R ’Ycllu and White Ping,

All Xxinds of oak,
Toplar, Bird-aye, Curle and Sugar vaple.
Wild Cherry, Valnut, Ash
Hickorr and Locust...
Seantling, &c. can be furnished to bill, at the shortest notice.,
..I{:E_.‘---Fl L., SMITH & oW a6

On Rugeet 29, 1832, lewis Wernwagy put into frust with John Fitz-
simmons, to secure 03,857.71.cuwed to Josenh L. Ruessell, Yall his interest
in the island of Yirginiuzs purchased frem James Stukblefleld, being one
undivided meiety or half part of zaid tract-.."Z?

In Xay, 1833, the following notice gpeeared which probaely was

related to iernwags’s machine shops:

ATINING.,
The publie are respectfully informed that all ¥inds of TURNIIG, ih

Wood, Brass, Iren, and Steel,—-alsq, Turning lathes, Screw Plates, Stechs,

25. Mirginila Free Press, July 5, 1832, p.3; October 4, 1832, p.3.

28, Tuld., p.3d: Barch 21, 1633, p.i, o.l.

27« Dood ef trust, August 29, 1832, Deed Book 18, pp.42-43.

50—



UTapz and Dies, Doeneh Sercws of wond or dren, i1l Zeorows, &e. Go., can
2 done in the best noanne A at the shnrie tice, at the estanlish-
bho din the best panner, ard at the shoriest netice, at the e

wment. on tivn Island of Virgintus, ncar Marpers-taerry.’” 28

On July 10, 1833, tlie firm of Joserh L. Emith & Co. announced:

PLIGSOIEITION .

The Co-Farthershin herctoleore existing betweon the subhscribers, in
the Lurmber business, uwnder the firn of Joseph L. Tisith & Co. is this
day dissolved by wwiual consont. Al persous indebdcod +o the concern,
are roguested Lo hmoke paytbent o JAMES K0T and these having claiwms,
to precsent them for paysant. JOSERED L. 5HITH,

JHF%&FEEEL,
LEWTS YRRITAG S
#PTRESE BED LSRR
The subscriber having purchaged the entire interest of Messrs, Lewis

Werrwasy and Janes Hook, in the timber and luwbzr on hand, ard rented the

saw-mill, is prepared Lo i1l »ills at & short netice, for cash or ap—
proved paper, Having on hand a oood sueply of seasoneg :

: PLAKK AHD SCANTLING
of various kinds, invites these wishing a supnly, te ¢all and exanine it.

Cash ‘pald for 'tll"'.JQI' of the following sorts: Yellow and ¥White Pine,
g1l kinds of Cak, Poplar, Birds-—eye, Curled and Jugar Haple, Wild Cherry,
Walnut, Ash, Hic}:nry, and Locust, 17 delivered at Ilarpers Terrv.

JOUERS Ly SIETH 29
Ipout July 10, 1833, lir. Joseph L. SZmith purchased an additional

one-sixth undivided interest frem lLewis Wernwar and at the sane Line
also bought out Jomes Hook's vndivided interest in Tract fMo. 4. Oy
these transactions in July, 1E33, lir, Smith therefore acguired an
undivided tweo-thirds interest in Tract ilo. 4. On July 31, 1833, lewis
Werrwag, Sr., and his wife Lligabeth, solcd to John Wernwag, their son,

for 46,666,606

£28. VYjirginia Free Press, May 2, 1833, p.3, c.2.

29, Ipid., July 18, 1833, p.3, c.3; Jamuary 2, 1834, p.3, ¢.b.

~31-



Peme gndivided Ehird park of 321 that porticen of the Island ef
Virginius in the Shenandoal, lately held by said Lewls Mernwas,
Joscph L. Snith and Juses Hook gs tenanks in comman—the ressaining
twe thirds having labelsr hoen sold and conveved by the gald Lewis
Wernwag {o said Smith and Heook Dy deeds {which were never recorded,
but made in July, 1lE33-see nexl Chapter)...hoing the loewer parxt eof
salid Iwland odiocining the portions of it Bolonging to Pontaine
Beckham arzl Edward WJagers helrs...” a0

In 1833, Lewis Wernwag, Sr., therefore retired frow the business
and in 1834, Smith held an unrdlvided 2434’5 dnterest in Tract 4 ang
John Werniiag the resaining undisvded one third interest in that

properiy.

In fugust, 1834, John Fitzsizmens, Trustee for the deed of trust
executed by Lewls Vernwag on August 29, 1832, bogain to press for
paviient: of the debt and anneunced téat thea sale of Lewls ilermiac’s

interest in Tract Ho. 4 would be offered at at public auction on
a1 '
fmcust 30, 1834, The =ale, however, was not held at this date and

on Octeber ¢, 1834, lyr. Fitzsirmens again advertised:

MITTET BALE

Dy witture of desd of trust, executed to the subscribor on the
29th day of Auwgust, 1832, and dully recorded...to securs a cortain
gdebt therein mentiopned, originally due from L., Wernwag to Jozeph L.
Russcll, but by subsequent assignment and agrcement betueen 1he
parties, now dvue from Joseoh L. Suith to Daniel Hoffman & Co. of
Baltitiwre, I shall proceed to sell, te the highest bidder, for cash,
on Saturday the 8th day of next month, (Movember) all the ITTEREST held
by zaid Vernwag at said Date, in the YWalualvle Island Properiy, near
Harpers-Ferry, cubracing the Saw 15i1l, Dwelling Housed, and other im-
provements situated thereon, or so much theresf as may be necessary.
Sale to take place on the promises at 2 ofelecl, Po M.

JAIR PITZSTAIONS, Trostee." 32

30, Deed of B, & 5,, July 31, 1833, Deed DBook 19, pp.75-76.

31. Virgiria Frec Press, fugust 7, 1834, p.3, c.l.

32, Ibid., October 9, 1834, p.3, #.2.
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e threctened Hovoubor 8, 1834, zale was aoaln postponed and
portions of Lob ilo. £ wero aet zeld off wnlil 1835 and 1835, as o
shall see in the next chapter,

In summery then gs regards to Tract Vo, 4. This lol was enlarged
in 1830 when Lawis Wermvag purchased of Fontains Deckien a twe acre
strip of Lot o 2. t oo 4, in 1834, contained a large saw nill,

a canal, dwelling houses and machine shop and maith shop, Frowm 1830 to
January ), 10832, this plant was operated by the firm of Vlernwag & Sons,
vihich was canposed of Lewis Wermiag, Senior, John Vermwag, and Joseph
P. Shanncn. Cn July 2, 1B3Z, a new partnerchip was organi zed cormprised
of Joseph L. Smith and Jaues Ilook and Lewis ‘ernwag whe operated under
the nane of Joseph L. Smith & Co, Smith and ool had purchased of
Wernwag an undivided one half interest in Tract HNo. 4. On Juvly 10,
1833, the firm of Joseph L. Smith & Co, was dissolved and Srith,

buying ovt llock’s interest and aamiring a further one-sixith undivided
imberest freom Lewis Vermwag, 5r., continued the businesns until 1836,

On July 31, 1833, Lewis YWernwan, Sr,, sold his remaining undivided
cne—third interest to his son, John Vermvag, and thus gave »p all

title to Tract lic. 4, The other undivided two-thirds interest te

Tract ¥o, 4 was held by Joseph L. Smith in 1834,

SN, ISIAMD OF VIRGIITEIING T30 1634

Two maps show the Island of Yirginius in considerable detail in
the 1833-1834 period. The Tirst of these is entitled "lap © - & Plot

Exhibiting the Likits of the grounds Recuisite for the Passage of the

P e
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Winchester & Potoae 'ail Fead through the Islands adjacent to Harpors
Forry, Scale 100 feet to inch,” an undated and unsiemed man. From
other evidence, however, It is apparent that lap C was pade by the fmy
engineers In 1833 and 1334 zg a preliminarny or werking survey for

the next nenlloned tmap,. ’

The second map ig enbitled "Harpers Perry Shewing the Location of
the Winchester and Petemac Railroad, Drawn by Lieut. White, Allen and
R. 3. Smith, U. 8. Amy,wder the direction of James Kearney, Lt. (ol,
and T.ika, 1835 lap Ko, 2..34 lMap o, 2 and the enginecxs® report ac-
camparying this map were submitted to the Secretary of YWar on Octoher
7, 1834, hence the working ap C and the finished Map No. 2, Soth
show conditiens pricr to Octobur, 1834.35

Buildings on Haps € and ¥o. 2 have both been given the some seis
of mumbers Ffor the purposes of identifying the structures in comnection
with the narrative swnmary that follows. T have also indicated on hoth
maps the gensral leosation of the property lines of Tracte He. I, 2, 3,

and 4 on the Island of Virginius,

Track Ko, 1 (see Japs U and 2, Blue Puilding) Owned by Townsend Beclihan

and his estate during this period, 18530-34. This was used as a tannsry
end consisted of Bldg. Ho. 1, an oil mill; Bldg. Heo, 2 & dwelling house,
33. Hational Archives R. G. ¥7, Records of the Office of the Chief of
Irngrineeys, Fortification iiap File. Part of Map. Dr. 150-Cheot 78-4.
34, MNatignal Arxchives R, G, 77, Part of lap: Dr. 150-Sheot 82-2.

35, Mlerefilm Reel #17, Vol. 4, pp.272-273.
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Bldg. Do, 3, 4, G and 7, probably cheps bark houses and Wat 5 . and
Bldg, Mo, 3, probably @ dwelling Liause.

Tract e, 2 (Med Buildinse} Owned by Fonbeine 3eckhan, 1830-34, Dldg,

oo B map the merchnnt fleur mill lmowm au the “Islend MHills™, This
stone siructure was 60 oy A0 foet is size. There were also Four Gwel-
lirg houses, probably BEldys, Ne. 8, 10, 11 and 12, and one ccopers

T

shop, prebatiy Bldx, io. 12,

Tract Jlo. 3 {Groen Puildings) Owned by Sdward Wager in 1830, was s0ld on
Skl KTz ] : ’

Septenber 28, 1833, to John Gildra. This lot contained two stene stueocoed
dwelling heuses, one of which, Dlag. Ho. 15, was large enough for e
families, The smalle: éingle femily house was Bldg., Ko. 14,

Tract No. £ (Crapge Tvildings} Ownmed by Joseph L. Smith and Jehn Wern-

wag in 1634, Bldg. Beo. 1% was a larce saw mill; find boased on coamparsicon
with tha 1844 map) Bldy. He. 17 was a twoe story frame duzlling houssz, bricl
filled; Bldg. Ho. 18 was a Prame dwelling house, brick filled and rouch
cast; Dldg. ile. 1% was probably & frame dwelling house, one siory, brick
filled and reugh casty; DBldg. Ho. 20-a cmall frams office; Bldg. Yoo 21

a small frame hewse; Bligs. oo 22 and 23 two Smiths Shops: le. 24, a
machine shop; Bldg, lio. 25 probably a double frame dwelling house:

LBldg. Ho. 26 probably 2 stery brick dwelline house; Bldo. Ho. 27 probabhly
a single brick Gwelling heouse; Bldg. Ho. 28 probanly a dousle brick duellines
house; Bldg. Ho. 20 probaldy small brick éwelling house. Bldg. No. 30—
use unknown, but perhaps g brick dwelling heouse; Bldg. No. 31 use unamoun,
but prolbably a frame dwelling house; ldo. fe. 32 a small Trame d\-ﬂa_llinl}
house, lia. 33 use unlnown but probably a small Frame dwelling housc.

Total:s 33 mildings on the isltaved in 1834,
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In Octeber of L2834 tha cditor of the Viraipia Pree Pross

canmonted on thea Izland of Virginius as follows:

“GIZURLTGHS FOR PRCIORTIS,

It has lony heen 2 natter of surpriue to us, that the advantaces of
the Tsland of Virginiuvs, near lHarpers-Ferry, lor mamfactories, of 21l
kinds, have hoen so long nenlected by men of epterprise. It iz cdecldely
ong of the best situations in the United States for both cotion and
woollen factories; the vater-nower 1s unsurpassed) and the facilities
for getting supnlies of raw nmaterial, and for transferring the wmanu-
factured articles to market, are as grcat as could vossibly be desired.-—
Already the Island has upon it a valvable marchant mill, 2n oxtenzive
saw-mill, a superior tannery, ard a large buildirg tdich could bo readily
converted into a factory, besides sitvations Tor many others, where water
could be obtained in the greatea abundancs,

#Hands could ba etiployed at the place very advantageously, without
inocurring the expense of erecting muildings for their residences, The
faailies of many of the worlmen in the Armery might find wseful and
constant emplovment in such Factories, which would vield theit a support
indepondent of the exertions of their parents.—-A grcat portion of the
idlensss and consequent laxity of morals which now next, among
children vnemployed, might be abviated, and the most beneficial resulis
e produced to the community. Copitalists will find the subject
worihy of their attentlon; and we czleulate with confidenee, that men
in the larae cities, whe know their interests, will not long remain
indifferent to such alluripg prospecks.” 36

36, Virginia Free Press, Dctober 9, 1834, p.3, c.2.
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CHAlTER TV

TS TOLAYD OF WIRRINTIS, 12835 - 1844y COGHETEG GF AT EATLTOADR A0

I 130 IS

The perfod 1835 4o 1844 witnessed the construction of the Win-
chiester & Potomas Sailread, the development of new industyvies, chkanges
in evmership, and further svbdivision ef the four oider ftracts en the
Island of Virginivs., In this chopter we shall conzider these chanses
in detail in relation to each tract into which the Island was then
divided and shall then conclude the chapter by bringing all this deta
o bear in a study of James M, Browmfs detailed Map of the Fsland of
Virginius, wvhich was male in April, 1844,

Before proceeding to the study of the individual l=zland tracts,
wa herc progent the population schedules of the Island of Virainiasz
in 4G —~4wie-baing the last-vensus in which- the Town of Virginine i
1840, this being the last eensus in which thoe Totm of Virginiws wans
listed separately from that of Harpezrs Terryv. The total population
of the Island in 1840 was 113 persens, with 16 heads of families
being listed, as conpered to 89 people with 14 heads of families in
1830, The vhite population in 1848 totalod 103 people, of whom S8
were white males and 42 white females. The free negro population
numbered {hrece persons: one male and two femalei. The =laves living

on the izland numbered twoe negre rales in 1840,

TEACT 1RO. 1, THE TARSEY 10T, 18315-1344

Tract Hoa. 1 in 1B3S was owmed by the estate of Wouwnsend Heakham,

1. Matiomal ARrchiwves 1. G, 29, Peconls of the Dureau of the Censues,
Topulation Schedules of the Sixth Census of the United States, 184l
Yirginia, Velwne 7, pp.246-249, on lierofilm leecl 10, V.1, m.eB=71.

-d]l-

— - LR a I e

T

L ot -

R e R It iy

AT




doceaned, and in Fovember of that year was leased to lhigh Gillewee,
. 5
who at onee proceeded to develop a now industoy on tie Island. On

Hovember 12, 1835, Ly, €¢illeeces announced:

T TOUTLAY
AT AL RS-FEEET, VA,

HThe subacribeors wich to inform the pulzlie venerally thaet their
Iron Foundry, on the island at larpers—ferrs, will e in coperation
the 20th of this month, and will cast Machinery of every deseripiion,
such as

llachine Castings, Hill Searing,
And Branding Irons. -

They will alse keen on hand Houldpoards of MeCormick’s patterns,

from How G to lVeo. 12, Tticht and left handed. Also,
The Loudoun Meuldbeards, right and 1oft,

They have alss on hand, Wagen Doxes of all siwes, and RAndirous of
various patterns, )

They have and will lLeep constantly a first rate Pattern Maler. Fo
that they will bz able to make pattorns, of every desecription, at the
shortest notice. All orders than®rfolly received and prosptly atten’ed fo.

M GILLERECE & CO.
e 01 Tron taken in excrange for any of the above named Castinos.”

In fApril, 1836, the Coopary agdin advercised:

"aestheir Foundry is new in active cperation, ang that thoy are

prepared to exceute every variciy of
CASTINGS, .

They have on hand several of the most approved Threshing Fachine
Patterns, one of which iz lichardsen’s Mamnmoth liachine, on an improved
plat, warranted superior teo any heretofore in uss: and also, amonT a
variety of other vatteorns, the MeCommichk Movldboards, of all numbars,
right and left, do. Loudeun de; Hillside llough, riant and left, cast
tocether, Alse, Plaster- Oreakers, Corn-th2llers, Apple-iuts, Tazon
and Dearborn Boxes of all sizes. e have alse a first-rate PMattern
Haker and a Turning-Lather, Oudgeon Patterns, of all sizes, on hand,

The Ballimeore and Ohio Rail-Zoad, the Chesapcake and Chie Canzl, and
the Rail-Road to UWinchester, all afford great faeilities for forwarding
any articles in our line to those woo may favor us with ralls through
eithar of thoge channels...” 4

2, For proof that Gillesee leased the Tannery Lok, see Virginia Pree
Press, February 1, 1838, p.3, ¢.6. Deed of B. & 5., Decembor 8, 1B3B,
Dead Seok 23, pp.376-377, all of which will be quoted later in this
Chapter.

3. ¥ircinia Pree Press, Moverber 12, 1835, p.3, c.4.

4. Virginia Free Press, April 14, 1836, p.3, c.l.
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Meanwhile the ownerw of the track, who had listod the property
for sele in 1833 and 1B34, xenewed their efforts to dispose of Tract
Foo. 1 in 18536, In Harch, 1836, the fellowing notice, therefore, ap-
peared in the newspaper:

o GAPITALISTE .
A SPLEVDILD TRINSRY, a0
N RARPCLS-FURY, Vi,
Fop 3ALE. .

The verv valushle and #ligible real property, beloncing to the
estate of Townsend fleckham, deceased, siteate on the Island of Vir-
ginius, at Harpsrs-ferry, is now in the market at private sale. To
thosze aocuaintzd with the preiises a detalled description would ba
altogether unnecessary.—-4s the property, however, is well worthy the
aftention of distant canitalists, desirous of making a profitanle in-
vestnient in such property, their aktentien is respectiully called to
the follewing facts, combining to render the extabl . sbtment here af-
fered unuzually eligible.

It consists of an extense TAMHETY AWD TACHINZWY, supplied with
ebundant Vater to grind bark, a lage nunher of Vats, with auple room
for almest any additional nuiber, many of them under roof, Shops,

Bark Houses, and, in a word, every other appurtenmancs reguired o
earry o the business on the most extensive seale. It is situated
nearly at the meuth of the Zherandeah river, by which it connects with
the Chesapeal:e and Chie Canal, distant only a feuw hundred yards, The
Winchaster and Potomac Rail ozd, connecting at Harpers-Ferry with the
Baltimore and Ohieo fail Read, and now finished, passed within a few
rods, The transpertation comecquently to and fram Daltimeore, and the
District of Colunmbia, iz reduced to the low rate of dbout 25 conts ner
hundred. Tt kelng the only Tanning estaclishment at the place, or for
rany miles arecind, the abundant supply of slaughtered hides afforded by
Harpers~rerry, and the vieinity, amounlting to 1000 or upwards annually,
is entirely open, with oulk little cempetition: the price has herotofore
been and =till contimes at 5 cents per lh. The same causes, together
with the large quantity required by the U, 3. Armory, afford as ample
and advantageous market for the sale of the tanned leather,

An extensive range of mountains in the vicinity afferds glso an a-
bundant supply of excallent barl; the price has keen akout 5 per cord
for chesnnt oak, the kind prineipally furniched, and 53 per cord for
Tlack cak, Attached to the property are twe commodicus Dwelling Houses,
the yards and garden of one of them kighly inproved, with all necessary
out-uildings, an lee House, Slaughter louse, with several sther lmildings
of different kinds,

Also, an excellent GIL YILL, supplied by &n abundant water pover,
which, in ecconseguance of the searcity of flaxseed, has not, for mevoral
years, boen in operation. The machlmxy and fixtures, howevaer, can
easily be adapted o other purposes requiring water power...

43
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TThiz properiy being left in thoe eccupancy, and under the managoment
of a widew and veung children, it will be dicposed of on very roasonable
terms, both as to price and extension of credits.

For further infermation apply cither te JAIIS Po BRAYLZSY, tanner and
currier, lo. 1, Cheapside, Uz2ltimore; JI0, Yalicl, at Harpers-ierrv: or
AHDIERT BUITER, Esg. at Charlestown, Voo™ ]

The property, however, was not dizpoesad of in 1835, for in FPebruary,
I
1838, Speclal Commissioncr Androw Iunter again adverd ised:

FPUSLIC SALD
OF VALUAGLE TAhAH YAND
PROPLIETY, oC.
AT HUPERS.FIE,

Oy virtwre of two decrees rendered in the Clrcult Superior Court
of Law and Chancery fer the county of Jefferson—ore on the 4th day of
fioril, 1834, In the case of Funter, cmardian, the ¢hildren and heirs of
Tewnsend Zeckhan, dec’de-the other on the 2d day of December, 1837, in
the case of M. leyweg, said heirs and other, I sball proceed to zell,
to the hichest bidder, ot public auction, on 3aturday the 5lst day of
Karech next, the whole of thal wvalvable Deal Propeoriy situated on the
Island of Virginius, near llarpers-Ferry, lately the preperty of Town-
send Becithar, deerased, concisting of a larcs and most advantaceocusly
situated THAT ~ YAED,
with a MILL keretofore vsed a5 an CIL MILL, but at present as a POUIDTY.

Several owellings, Bark liousss, and other improvements, complete, for
carrving on the Tanning buginess on a large scale—the orinding of Bark
being done by Water pover... _

The terms of the sale will e, 32100 to e paid in six months—2100
in 12 months, and the residue in one, twe, three and four vears there-
aiter, without interest. The purchaser giving bond With g deed of trust
on the premises, to secure Lhe purchasc izoney.

The sale, which will be without reserve, will take plage hefore the
door of Titzoimnons®s listel {The old Marpers Terry llotel that was lecated
on YWager Lot lo. 13J, llarpers-Ferry, on the day above nmentioned, to come
mence at 1l ofclock, Al IL.” B

=

The salé, however, was postponed to Oeloker 10, 1838,
On Decowmldex 8, 1838, Apdrew IMunter, Special Coammissionor and

Eligzabeth BEeckham, the widow of Towmsend Beckham, sold to flugh Gillcece

5. Virginia Free Pross, Harch 3, 1836, p.d, c.b5.

6. Ibid., February 1, 1B38, p.3, c.6.

7. Ibid,, Auqust §, 1838, p.3, c.4,
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and Hilliaw Apzey for 3,000 1l following land:

[ A S

" e efloing vart of the Island of Virginiuzs in the Sheonandoah River,
bonnded as follows: lDegimning at an Iren =lave at the north end of the
wall of tha will dam, corner to T. Beckhan (new Zeland, lieffebower and
Willignooa) (Fract Yo. &) theres yunreing up tihe mill race witle said
parties’ line fo twe ashes near the hewd of sald racs, Thenen <dowm the
north side of the island with the swanders of the riveor until 1t inher-
socts the line of said Heland, ote, Thence with their line to the Je-
ginning centaining fue neress of land, said parecel boing the saue which
was conveyedl to the satd Tomzend Ueckhan, now deceased, From Jamesg
Stubbleficld by deed dated of Deconber 28, 1824, and in the said Towm-
send Bockhaw wnd wife conveyed to Bdward Uager and Armctead Seckham in
trnist to secure the purchase money therecef iy deed datod Deesnber 28, 1824
of which said deed of trust the sgid Williaw Mayweg becane the assignoc...” 8.

I

In January, 1839, Hugh Gilleece & Ceo, advertiszed:

B et

FROVATOARRLE TAN=TARIR: &C.
FOR RENT,
AT FARPRGS-FERTY, VA.

This TAV-TLRD with all its sppendacges, is offered for rend, Tt is
suppozad to be one of the bast locations in Virginia for ecarrying on the
Tanning business on an extensive seale, as there iz awple roow, A nuo--
ber of Vats are uander cover, It has every neccssary building. The vard
is furnished with water, and the hark ground by waker power...Idmediste
possession can be gliven.,.” 8

R e N it

In March, 1833, the Company announced:

0 FPAILERS,

The subscribers wish to inform the Farmers that may be wanting
PLASTER, that their i1l will be in cperation in a week or so, at
which time they will be able to furnish all these in neod of GGG
PLASTER." 10

On QOctober 12, 1839, the Deed of Trust executed hy Gillleses and

RTINS L T e T e sy

Apgey to Trustee Yilliam Derry, for the purposze of securing the purchase

TR ST

g. Deed of B. & 2., Decomber 8, 1838, Jacd BDook 23, pp.3E7-377: also
Deed of Trust, Decomber &, 1838, Gilleece and fpsey to Henry Berry,
Trustee for Commissioner Andrew Hunter, Deed Book 23, pp.378-373,

P

9. ¥irqinia Frce Press, Januwary 10, 1E83%, .3, a.3.

1C. JIbid., Harch 14, 1834, p.3, c.Z.
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of Tract 1 on the Izland of Virginius, was offered for syle at pildie

sueticon "bafore the tavern of Jamiel Gibsen”, which was located in the
11

Wager Ferrr Lot on Lot o, 5. Hueth Gillezcoo murchased the Deed of
12

Trust al this sale for 4,350,

In Fovember, 1839, Mf. Gilleeos advertised:

"ROR RINT: A cormodiows lhbuse, on the Island of Virginiws. Pos-
session given immediately, Nevemlwer 12, 1528...7 13

On April 28, 1840, Fugh Gilleece sold to Alexander Brown for 221,00

one uwndivided third interxest of the land bonght at the sale of Trach
14
Be., 1 that had beepn held on Oclober 12, 18539,

In June, 1840, Mr, Gilleece announced:

FHOPPING FMILL,
ON THE I8LAID OF ¥WIRGIHIUS.

Fugh Gi1}ezce rezpectfully informs the public that he has coopleted
his CHOPPING ¥ILL, on the Island of Virgimius, near the Foundry, where
he iz prepared to chop Bye and Cern, Tor those whoe way think propex to
favour him with a ecall.

COOFFED (DR! and FYE, will he kept constantly for sale on accurmodating
terms..." 15

In the spring of 1841 Gilleece adverticed:
FPLASIERT  PLESTER{

The subscriber talkes this mathed to inform thosze persenzs who may
wish to have FPlaster GROUWD, that he is prepared to do so, &t the

11. Virginia Free Press, September 1%, 1839, p.3, .4,
12. Deed of B. & 3,, October 12, 1839, Deed Hook 24, pp.lEl; Deed of
Trust, Cctelwer 12, 1832, of Gilllesce to Hamuel D. Raker, trustee, for

Henry Bokex and Andrew lHunter, for 33,2530, Yeccd HDook 24, pp.1B2-183.

13. Harpers Perry Constitutionalist, January 8, 1840, p.3.

14, Deed of B. & 3,, April 248, 1840, Deed Bock 24, pp.29].

15. Virainig Free Press, June 11, 18510, p.3, c.3.
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fehortost possible notiee and en reasonable terms, as Lwe intonds ceping
his mil) orinding during the ensuwiry Spring.  Gentleaan whoe may wanl a
quant ily oround, residing near the Hajl-read, can have it done prosmptiy,
and delivercd to the agent of the Company, to be sent to their nearest
point...” 16

Boain in the Spring of 1842, he anncunced:

#PLASTER, FLARETYR, PLASYERL
H, Gillpece would roespectfully inferw the Farvers that his Plastor
Mill is in active operavien, ard it is desirvable thet those whoe want
PLESTER should send in thelr orders in time. The Farmers will beoar in
mind that they will ke at no exponse of hawling until the DMlasier ic
Grﬂund-u" 17

Hr. Gilleece®s main line of business, however, continued to be the

iron foundry. In Septemier, 1842, the newspaper editor coaonentods

“Pew persons are aware of the extent and capacity of the Feundry of
Hr. Huagh Gilleece at lizrper-rerry. £&n Iron Shaft, for the public works
(. 3. Apmory at Harpers Ferryd, was lately ecast by Mr. G., weighing
about 3600 pounds, and Castinas of almest cvery variely are daily pro-
pared at his establishment.” 18

In December, 1842, Mr. Gilleece himself advertised:

MERATESE  GRATESE
Parcons in want of Stone-Ccal GHATED, are requested to call at
Harpers-Ferry Iron Foundry, and they can be aceomiodated on reazenable
tems.
Orders rocceived by mail for Srates, of CASTIHGS of any kind, will bhe
promptly attended to.” 19

In July, 1843, Nr, Gilleece provided us with the followinT descrip-
tion of his preducts:
HHART TS -F Ry
IROH FOUIDREY .,

The following is a statement of the kinds of Castings that can be
had at the darpers-rerry Foundry.

16. VYirginia Freoe Press, February 11, 1841, p.3, ©.5.

17. Ibid., Fehruary 17, 1842, p.d, c.3.
le. Ibhid,, Septemirer 29, 1342, p.2, c.l.

19, Ibid,, Dacerber 29, 1842, p.d, ©.3.
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RILL GEARENG

Of every descrintion, and o patterns for Saws nade Lo crder:
Thrashing MHachines of wvaricus kindds,
Friong which arc three differoesl sises of laree patierns, Also, pattorns
suitiirle for Brosking’s Fachine, Cern Zhellers, Straw Oulters and Vind-
mill }ron=. Clarnine Lathes of diffoerent pattorns,
Jelormiekfs and Loudoun Meouldboards, which we are prepared Lo furnish
low to merchants or plough makers by Lhe qwantity
Vamon Toxes from 5 inches down to the smalles size that 1s required,
Andirons, o new style, of various patterns and sizes.
Flat Irvons by hundreds, vhich can ke retailed by the zir
eants pound, ant teo merchants, by the guantity, for less,
Grovnd and cowplete Jast Irer Railing, seltables Tor churches, porches,
portices, &o. Alse, for enclosures in grave yards, which is much neater
for thal prrrose thaen the kirnd of fences that have %Yoen herciofore nsed,
which 1z of Jut 1ittle meore cost than th= old. Tersons who srish to have
iots enclozed for family burving places, will please give the proper
dimensions of the lot, an? the order will be filled promptness, and
will, if desired, deliver it.

COAT, STOV: L3, CRAIES, &£C.
I have got a8 sanple of the small zizes on hand at this time, and in the
course of a few weckrs I will have some splendlid patterns from bthe Forth,
suilable for parlorvs, As there is a pattern-marker constantly emmloyed,
I an enabled o furaish patterns for Mill Gearirg or Hachinery at short
noltice,

I have made arrangemonts with Mr. John Vernwao, whose extenzive
machine shop is convenient to the Foundry [locateq on Tract o, & of the
Islandﬂ, for the turningy and fittirg v of every description of Casbings——
His name as a Machinist, is a sufficient guarantce for the warner in
which the work shall »e dene,. [ill Spindles made and repalire:d.

The above named werk and Castings, shall be done on accomwodating
terms. Letters directed to the subseriber shall he wmet with prompt
attention.” 20

-

.
gle pair atb o

E morth later Mr. Gillzece announced:

HERERT WESTERW Q00N STOVE,

The subscribar would respectfully inforwa the publie gensrally that he
has zecured the right of waking and vemiing the above named ZITCVE in
geveral counties. A node] of the Stove can be geen at the Harpers-Tlerry
Iron Fourkdry (Fhe advertimment also containz a £ine drawing of the stove],
and in the course of a few weers I shall have a mutber of the Stoves on
hand,—I deen it unneeeszary to say mich concerning this Steve In oy ad-
vertismeont, as I have ne fears but it will recomend itself to every

20. Yirginia Free Press, July 27, 1843, p.d3, e.l.
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“persen that will cxamine {t. I will merely state that it iz adapiled
either for the rnipg of coul or woed, and that it is so construected

that in case the cooking is required teo be done very soon, a portion

only nocd be heatwed—othat ig waen the family is nok very large. The

vrice of the larae Dtove is D33, the snll one 522, coaplote. Porsons

wio mar want 4 Cooiiing Stove are requested to give we a call, awi after
trring tlhe Stove iFf they are rot pleased with it, I will take it macl, 21

In QOctober, 1843, the newspapsr editcr remarked of Cillesce®s worl:
FPOUPERICIY CRETINGSE.

Fersons disposed to cnoourage Home Imdustry, (and who in this quarter
is not?] will do well to exanine the Castings which are daily turned cut
fram the Foundryr of lr. Hegh Gillesce, on the Island of Virginivs, noar
Harpers-ferry. WMre Gilleece has op hand stme very superior specinans of
Railing feor Perticoers, Gardens, Grave-yards, &op and his Coal Crates are
equal fo anything we have seen of the kind frem amy gquarter. Some of the
latter spocimens are now at the store of Mr. John F. Srown, Charlestown:
and thoss whoe desire to provide themselves with ecoufort for the winter
will do well te look at them in good time.” 22

Vir. Gilleece continued to engage in the aove busines= from 1ESS

23
throuwgh 1844,

In summary, then, as to Tract Ko, 1 from 1835 to 1844, the property
was seld by the heirs of Towvnsand Beckham to liugh Gilileece and Hilliam
Apsey on Decembor 8, 1838, for 45,000, On October 12, 1639, Gilleece
purchased fipsey’s interest in the tract for 52350, Gn April 28, 1840,
Gilleeocs then sold Alexander Drowr a one=third interest in the property

for $1.00. Thus in 2B44 Bugh Gilleece held a two-thirds interect and

Alexander Grovmn & one~third interest in Tract lo. 1.

21. Vixgiria Free Press, Aucust 10, 1843, p.3, .2,

22. Ikid., Octobe= 12, 1843, p.2, c.d.

23. Thigd., December 19, 1844, p.d, c.5.
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ﬂr .1.|‘:’ OF
HARPERS CURRY WATIONAL MONUMENY
HAGFERS FERRY, W. VA
Tho eld Tannery was apparently dismantled in 1623. Hugh Uilleece
rented part of the Tamiery Lot in 1235 and converted the G111 Hill (Slcc,
Tew 1 on the 1834-=35 naps or Bldg. 3 on the 1344 nap) inte a foundry. A
new chopping mill, probably Bldg, ie, € on $he 1644 pap, was erccted by
Gilleece in 1840, Flegs. A ard 1 on the 1844 map (Gldgs. Ho. 2 and § on the
1834-35 map)} were probakly the two dwellite houses mentioned in the ad-
vertisements, and Bldg, T on the 1844 map {or bo. 4 on the 1534-34 mans)
a stable or shop. DBldgs. Moo 3, B and 7 on the 1834-35 maps were apparently
domolished by 1844, Thus Tract ilo. L in 1644 contained Tive Luildings.

TEACT NQ. 2, THY TSTAMG MYLL TOT, 14835-3844

This property in 1834-30 was cwmed by Fontaine Decihae. The mar-

chaat Flear Mill situveted on the lot and Jmeown as the YIsland #3117, was
24
nnder leage in 1835 by Sacob Stanb. In Tune, 16835, the mill was leazed

by a new firm who advertised:

TELLING rTINL

Teving located oura-::]uw ir tha Lilling Susiress, at larpers Terty,
omof the host sitvations in Viroinia, (having the advantaces of woth
Fail-read and Canal b the spot, and unlinited sater pover, ana the
1111ls undergoing a gercral repalr, to makoe 200 barrels of flour wer dar,
if required,) we car say to favwers, with coenfidenece, that we can aff ovd
te give mare For vheat deliwvered in our Idlls, than any other Mills west
of the Blua—iiidge, Having infermatieon every day from both markets, en-
ables us to take choiee, by Rail-read to Baltimere, ar the Tanal to the
District (The 2, & 0wl .f:. did net have a direet 11ne Trom Matpers Serry
to Vashington, D. C., until after 1525). Those disposed to faver ug,
elther in grinding or selling their I-Jlféat, Wwill find it to their ad-
vantage.

Wheat can s delivered to us at the differest depots frem Harpers-
Perry Lo Winchester, as well as by wagens to the i1ills, and alse convovad

24, Vircinia ¥ree Pregs, Aucgust 13, 18335, p.3, e.4; alse advertisement of
Fu Beckhan soue page and column of same issuo.
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“down the Ghenaadoah and Potomae. Ve will else Yuy Eve and Corn, pay
cash, and ware reasenable advsnees, if required.
Ground Plaster will Le kept at the Mills for sale, and delivered at
the diffarent depots and at our Warchouse in Winchaster.
ROWLAIID, HEFLERCWER & Q0.7 29

26
This firm continued to operate the "Island ¥Milis” through 1837,

In September, 1837, it was anncunced:

#FUBLIC SaLE,

Dy Autherity of & decres, proncunced on the 28th day of August,
1837, by Judge of the Circuit Superior Court of lLaw and Chancery of
Jefferson ecounty, in the case of Jacok Albert, &o. against Fontainc
Deckham, &c., and in purstance of 2 deed of trust executed by said
Beckham to Edward Wager and Armstead Becchamt, bearing date on the 28th
December, 1824, the nndersigned, frustees appointed by =said decrce,
will sell at pullic auction, on SBaturday the 28th day of Cecteber aext,
in front of Gibson lictel (which was located on Lot Ko. 5 in the Ferry
lot) at Harpers—Ferry,

ALL THAT VAILUABLE

MILL FRCPERTY,
on the Island of Virginius, conveyed by said deed of trust, and there
ig particularyly described; being the same which Is new in the ocou-
pancy of Howland, Heflebower & C.

Three thousand and one hundred dollars will be required to be paid
in hand--the balance of the purchase money to be divided into five egual
anmtzl instalments, the first of which to be paid on the first of July
next, and the other four on the first day of July in each ¢of the years
1833, 1840, 1841, and 1842; bonds to begiven for the deferred payments,
to be secured by a deed of trust on the propertiy.

Jos. T, DAUGHERTY,
ANDREW IHUWTER,
PROVIRCE MfCCRMICK.™ 27

This sale tocok place on May 1, 1838, when the Trustees sold
Tract Mo, 2 to Henry Rowlend, Carter Williamson, ond Samel Heffle—

R Iy
bower for 314,607,

25, Virginia Free Freszs, June 23, 1836, p.3, c.d.

26. Ibid-, HMay 4, 1837, p.4, c.7.

27, Ikid., Septenber 7, 1837, p.4, c.l.

28, Deed of B. & 8., dated May 1, 1838, recorded March 15, 1841,
in Deed Book No. 24, pp.513-515.
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The lot was degeribed as:

¥pert of {he island of Vircinivs, being the same land, o deed of 28
Decomler 1824 was sold by Fontains Decokham to Edward Wager and Arm-
stead Deckham, trustees, with the exception of a eertain strip of
gaid land vhich was kereotofore sold by deed by said Bechham to Lewis
Warnwag, and with the further exception of the ground rew accupled
by the Winchezter and Potomac Kail Foad as at present located, The
land hereby conveyed leoing the Merchant 1ill property and the land
thereto attached on the sald island of Virfinius near Harpers Fexry,
now in the possession of Rowland, liefflebower and Company...” 29

In Octocber, 1838, the new owners advertised:

MROTICE, FARMERS & OTHERS!
GRATY WARTIZD.

The undersigned, milling under the firm of Eowland, Heflebower &
Co. Will give the highest market prices for any quantity of grain cof
g2l]l kinds. Cur Mills are now completed and upder Full cpeoration, and
are able to make 130 harrels of flour per day. We will grind for tell,
and give the usuzl facilities...” 30

In Fehruary, 1839, disaster struck the mill; the newspapor re—
ported of this event:

MFIEE .-—=We regret to learn that the large and waluable flenr mill,
cvned by and in the cccupancy of Messrs. Rowland, Heflebower & Co.,

on tThe Island of Yirginius, near Harpsrs-Ferry, was entirely sconsumed
by fire on Mopday night last, together with tweniy thousand imshels
of wheat, The mill had lately undergone a theoreugh repair at a heavy
expense, and was adjudged to be worth twenty thousand dollars. The
entire loss, therefore, is about fifty thousand dollars—only seven or
eight thousand of which, we learn, is secured by insurance. Ve have
not heard how the fire originated, This is the second ecalamity of the
kind which has befallen these gentlemen within the last two ycars.
(Their mill near Winchester had apparently murned).” 31

29, Dged of Trust, dated May 1, 1838, for £11,537, from Rowland,
Williamson & Hefflehower to Dangherty, McCormicik and [lnter, trustces
for the Court, Deed Book 24, pp.l167-168.

30. Virginia Free Press, Ootober 25, 1838, p.3, c.d.

51. Ipid., Pebruary 7, 1839, p.2, c.l.

-5



The following week the newspaper reportod:

#TiE LATE FIRTE AT HARPERS-TLREY .——(ux stalements last week were hased
upoil What we deemed good authority; bBut the Winchester Virginian of yes-
terdsy gays--'ie have ascerteined from one of the gentlemen connected
with the fixm, (Fessrs. Rowland, Heflebower & Co.} that the amcunt of
insurance on the mill was $15,0C0, and about twelve thensand imshels of
wheat and from twe to three hundied barrels of Flour Iamtroned, insicad of
the quaniity mentioned ky the Free Press. The fire is now fully ascer-
tained to have lwen the wors of some malicious incendiary.™ iz

From this article it is clear that Fontalne Beckham’s old stone
mill of 1824, a building 60 by 40 feet, waz destroyed in February, 1839.
As a further resalt of this firc, several involved changes of ownership
in Tract Mo, 2 occurred which we shell narraie in chrenclegical order
of their occurrance, although the deeds woure not recorded in that order.

First, it gppears that on May 1, 1838, Carter Williamson sold his
undivided one-lhird interest in Tract Ko. £ %o Lysander D. Childs by a

33

deed which was never recorded. In 1859, probably o pay Luther I,
Cox for his construction of a new stone flour mill to replace the mill
destroyed in February, 1839, Henry Rowland, Samuel]l Hefflebower, Carier
Williamson and Lysander Childse sold Luther I. Cox for $11,0C00 an uan-
divided twe—thirds interest in tract Ho. 2. The deed for this trans-
action, which was not recorded until July 3, 1840, states in part, that

Cox vas sold "a certain portien or pareel of the igland of Virginius”

32, Viroinia Free Press, February 14, 1839, p.2, c.i.

33. Thia is 30 stated in the Deed of B. & S., dated July 1, 1840, Deed
Boock 25, pp.152-153. filso Deed of Trust, July 1, 1840, Cox to Andrew
Hunter, as Trustee, Deed Book 25, pp.l35%-136,
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Maviag upon it several dwelling hovses and other imprevementis, logether
with a large flour iperchant mill, now beihy erected by said Luther T.
Cox, that part of the island Loing conveved 1s the samz a5 to Eowland,
etc, by deed of Hay 1, 1838 from Hunter. The sald Carter Williangon
having sold his one undivided third part of sald proporty te Lysander

D. Childs by Deed of lst May 1838 Cvhich &5 is noted shove, was never
I3a
recoxdedd.

On Jenuary X, 1840, and before Cox's awove-mentioned deed was record-
ed on July 1, 1840, Luather 1. Cox s0ld the undivided two-thirds interest

he had acgquired from howland, Hefflebower, Williamson, and Childs for
34
$11,000 in Tract Ko, 2, to Daniel Snyder and Benjamin Ford for $23,133.78,

Snyder and Ford thus operated the Island Mills from 1840 to the swimer of
1842, at vhich time all the partners were hailed intc court and the
properiy was taken over by Courf, as the following notice suggesis.

#OTICE.

My connection with the present business and accoruing liatbilities of
the Island M1l &t Harpers-Ferry, will be understood by the public, when
I state, that for all Grain delivered to the Mills to be ground on the
terms heretofore usuzl with the lMillers in this county, I will ke respeon-
sitle, For grzin purchased by contracts with my=elf, and delivered in
tha Mills according to the rules of ifillers, and the receipt Lbrought.te
me, I will pay the cash on the presentation of the receipt.

I hove made arrangements to be supplied with money at the shortest
notice, and 1 will give the falr market price for grain as delivered.®

d3a. Thia is go stated in the Deed of ¥, & 5., dated July 1, 1840, Dead
Book 25, pp.152-133; alse Deed of Trust, July 1, 1840, Cox to Andrew
Hunter, as Trustea, Deed Dook 23, pp.l35-1506,

34. Deed of B. & 2., Jamuary 1, 1840, Deed Book 24, pp.156-157; also

Deed of Trust, Snyder & Ford to Andrew Hunter as Trustee for Cox, dated
January 1, 184D, Deed Book 25, pp.l5£-1359,
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#The same arrangements compreliond alse the sales or atorage of Plour

wade at the Mills, and the prompt payment of the proceeds of sales,

and the purchase of any articles reguired by the customers of the Hills.
Flour will be given at any tiwes in exchange for Wheal delivered in

the Mills. Vim €. VWerthington,” 35

In June, 1843, it was announced:

SEUELIC SALE OF VALUADLL SHEGARDOAH MILL ERQFERTY IH
JEFFERSOH CO, VA,

By Virture of a decd of trust, dated lst May 1838 by Henry Fowland,
Carter Williamson, Samel defflebover, and ky virture of a decree of the
Circuit Superior Ceurt of Law ahd Chancery,..rendsred at the May Term
1843, the undersigned, as surviving trustess, will sell, at publie
suction...on July 29, 1843, that large and waluable FLOJE MANUFACTURIHG
HILL on the Island of ¥Yirginius, recently in the ccoupancy of Ford &
Snyder together with the HILL LOT and all the Buildings...

ANDREW HUNTLR,
FROVIME McCORICE." 36

The actual sale of the property, fmuever, vwas yostponed until 1844
and in the meantime the mill was leased by Philip Coons, the gentlemen
who erected the houses now known 88 Bldg. Mo. 10, 10-& and Yo, 44 in
Herpers Ferry, Wr. Coons advertised in flugust, 1843:

*WHEAT WANTED,

The undersigned having leased the ISLARD MILLS, would respectPully
inform the farmers of Jefferson and the adjeining Counties, that he is
desirous of pmrchasing

A LARCE (MANTITY OF WHEAT,
for which he will at all times pay the highest prices in Cash. Those
who wish t¢ exchange their Wheat for Flour can be sccommodated, in the
veual way, at the shortest notice.

He trusts thal by punctuality in engagements, he shall secure the
favor of his friends and merit & share of the public palronage.

PHILIF COCKRS.” a7

35. Virginia Free Press, September 1, 1842, p.3, c.2.
36, Ib]..d.,l JunEl 15, 1843. p.ﬂ, c.2,

37, TIbid., August 31, 1843, p.l, c.3.
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Tract Wo. 2 wvas agaln put on the market {n January, 1544, by the

trustees, Hunter and Melormiclk; the sale this timo was to be held on
38
March 2, 1844,

On ¥arech 2, 1844, Hunter and lecCormick finally sold to John Herr
and Abraham Herr fer $14,000 the follcowing described property:

" gertain piece of land having upen it a large merchant flour mill,
and divers other improvments, situated on the Island of Virginius, in
the Shenandoah Eiver, formerly called Stubblefields Island-bzing the
same parcel of land and mill propesrty, which Ly deed of December 28,
1824, was conveyed by James Stubolefield to Fontaine DBecknam, and by
the latter on the same day reconveved to Edward Yager and Armstead Beck-
har—ag frustess to secure the purchase money thercof-with the exeep-
tion, that is excepting frem this deed, a certain strip of the said
piece or parcel of land, which strip was heretofore by dead March 23,
1830, conveyed Ly Fontaine Beckhsm to lewis Wernwag, and with the
further exesption from rald criginal piece of land, of the ground
now occuplied by the Winchester and Fotomae Hailroad as at present
located- and bkeing, that is to say, the premises herehy intended to
convey, the same which is now ccoupied by the said Jobhn and Abraham
H. Herr...” 39

In July, 1844, the now owners advertised:

#THE ISLAHD HILL,
PARPERS-FERKY.

The undersigned have purchased that well-kpown and extensive Merchant
Mill, on the Island of Virginius, at Harper's Perry, known as the ISLAND
MILL, and are now ready to grind Wheat for the neighlorhood, and to par—
chase at the highest warzet rate, for cash.

An extra price will be given for vWhite Wheat,

Referencew=dindrew Hunter and F, Beeckham, E=xgs, HEEE & ERCTHER.™ 40

In Qetokber, 1844, Herr & Brother alse announced:

28. Viroinla Free Press, February 15, 1844, p.3, «.7.

49. Deed of B, & 5,, dated September 2, 1845, when the Herre apparcntly

completed payments for the let, in Deed Dock EB, pp.292-283.

40. Virginia Free Press, July 18, 1844, p.3, c.l.
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PELASTER & SALT
PCR SRLE,
375 WHS Plaster, fresh ground 56,25 per tany

355 sacks Salt, ground alum %1.75 and fine 2 per sack, warrented large

factory filled zacks,
The highest cash price will be given for Wheat.™ 41

During the 1B35 fo 1844 peried, then, Tract Ho. 2 was owned by
Fontaine Deckham, 183538, and sold at a trust sale on May 1, 1838,
for £14,60% to Henry Rowland, Carter Williamson, and Samuel Heffle-
bower. Williamsen, in turn, on May 1, 1838, sold his ocne undivided
third intefest to Lysander D. Childs, FPollowing the destruction of
the flour mill by fire in —?aﬁf&g‘ﬂ‘r, 1839, an undivided two-thirds in—
terest in Tract No, 2 was sold by Rowland, Hefflebower, Williamson
and Childs for 511,000 to Luther I: Cox, sometime in 1838, altheouoh
the deed was not recorded until July 1, 1840. Cox rebuilt the miil
and sold this undivided two-third interest to Danicl Snyder and Den-
jamin Pord for %24,133.78 on January 1, 1840. Tract lio. 2 was seld
at a trustees’ =ale on March 2, 1844, to John Herr and Abraham Herr
for $14,0060.

As mentioned akbove, Fontaine Beckhamfs "Izland Mills”, a stone
merchant flour jdll, was destroyved by fire in February, 1839, and a
new mill was erected in the same general location of the old mill in
1840 by Luther Cox, The new mill was also called the #Island Mills™.

The flour mill wag operated from 1834 to 1835 by Jacob Staub,

Trom June, 1836, to Januwary, 1839, it was run by Rowland, Hefflebower

41. V¥Virginia PFree Presa, Uctober 24, 1844, p.3, c.2.

=57




& Co, From 1840 to 1222 it was operated by Daniel Stnydey and Beniamin
Ford. In September, 1842, Willjam €. Vorthington, apparently acting as
an agentof the Court, fook over the cperation of the mili. 1In 1843,

Philip Coons ran the "Island Mills*” under a lease granted by the Circeit

1 .*if

Court, and;}ﬂéﬂ, the new owners, John and Abraham Herr, took over the
cperation of the miil.

In 1834 Tract Fo. 2 had contained four dwelling houses an& Qne
coopers dop, in addition to the Flour mill. The 1844 map indicates that
there were only three baildings beside the flour mill standing on Tract
2 at that date. These inciuded Bldy. M} thke new flour mill; Bldg. H
{preobably Bldg. No. 13-the Coopers ghop on the 1834 map); Dldg. C. was
probably a dwelling house, elther new or perhzps Bldg. Kol 11 or 12 on
the 1837 map had been relocated bkecause of {he construction of the Wine
chester and Potomac Railroad. Bldg. I on the 1844 map wag probalily a
dwelling House, i.e, [ldg. Ho, 8 on the 1834 map. Eldg. Heo. 10, 11 and
12 on the 1834 map are not shewn on the 1844 map and were probably de—
meiished; llo, 21 and 12 being removed to make way for the construetion
of the new railroad.

TEACT WO, 3, 1835 to 1844, TIE RAILROAD DEDOT

Tract Po,. 3 had beenh purchased Ly John B. Gildea from the heirs of

Edward Wager in 1833 for $4,000. On lay 13, 1835, for the sum of $4,650,

Hr. Gildea sold Traect No. 3 to the Hinchester & Fotemac Rallroad Cogpany.

This deed reads in part:
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"ewea certain lot of land situated ou the island of Virginius, ad-
jeining the lands of Fontaine Jiockham [Fract Lo. 2) & Smith and Wernwag
(Tract Mo, 4£), bounded 4s follows Heginning, on the south side of an
arm ¢f sald river a corner to Fontaine Deckham, thence 5 13 W with Lhe
line of said Feckham 10.8 pcles to a stake in {le middle of the Street,
thence with a linc of Smith and Wernwag 577 £ 11.5 poles to a staxe,
thence N 114 E 10.8 poles to the aforesaid arms of the river, thenee up,
© and with the meanderings of the same to the boginning...” 42

The Winchester and Folomae Railrcad Company had been organized in
¢ 44
April, 1831, Actual construetion of the railroad was begun in 18335

and by Hovember, 1835, the traci had been laid from Winchester to Halltowm,

with work on the final stretch, Halltown te Harpers Ferry being then in
45
fai dols r g=T-7- The grend opening of the line, Winchester to Harpers Ferry,
46
took place on Hareh 31, 1836,

In July, 1837, Fontaine Dackhan, acting as a trustee, placelthe
following notlce ia the newspaper, which yields considerable data on
the kuildings then logated on Tract No. 3:

"TRUST SALE.

By wvirture of a deed of trust executed to the subseriber on the Z8th
day of September 1833,..by John Glldea, to secure a certain deit therein
mentioned, I shall proceed fo sell teo, at publiec awction, the highest
bidder, for cash on Saturaday the Sth day of next month (Augustl) before
the dowy of Pitzsimmens Hotel at HarpersPerry, of the

LOT OF sROULID
with the Tenements thereon, situated on the island of Virginiws, and
now cocupisd by the Winchester & Potomac Rail-Fead as DEPCT, sither the
whole or zo much thereof as may be necessary te rajse the sum of about
#1,000. The smaller of the two slone dwellings, with the lot attached
will be sold first, and the balance, including the Depot only in the
event of the first providing insufficient to raise the sum regquired.”™ 47

42, Deed of B, & 3., May 13, 1835, Deed BDoox 20, pp.33B-339.

43, Virginig Free Press, April 14, 1831, p.3, c.i.

44, 1Ibid,, December 5, 1833, p.2, c.l.
45. Ikid., November 26, 1833, p.J, c.l.
46. IThid., April 7, 1835, p.2, o.5.

47, Ibid., July 6, 1537, p.3, cud.
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Gildea apparently paid his debt as the sale was not held,

In sumaary then, in regards te Tracl Wo. 3: this lot was owned by
the W. & P. Railread Company frem Hay 13, 1835 throush 1844, BRidg. ©
on the 1844 map represents the new Depot Puilding of the Railroad Company
Pldgs. K and { on the 1844 map are the itwo stone-stuceced dwelling houses
that were shown on the 1834 maps as Bldgs. ko. 14 and 15 respactively,

TRACTS NG, ¢4 AED 5. THE SaW MILL 1OT, 1835 to 1844

On May 25, 1835, Joseph L. Smith and Jehn tlernwag, the owners of
Tract Ho. 4, sold a small piece of their property to Jesse Schofield
for B0, The deed fer this tranpaction reads in part:

# . esthe following lend on the island of Virginius: Eeginning af a
point in the main street or rosd running through said island thence at
right angles with said street, Lack to the millraee, thence parallel
with the menticned line, Forty feet down the said mill race— thence at
right angles with the said lot mentioned, and parallel with the Ffirst
bacic to the street,thence with the said strcet forty feet back to the
beginning-embracing the tenement now ccoupied by John Shackelford...”

e
The property described above is bldg. Ho. éﬂ?on the 1844 map
. [ NP R
[or probakly Bldg. Ho. 26 on the 1834 maps). It wilil henceforthﬂin this
report as Tract Ho. 5.
In May, 1833, William Richards, who later became fthe cwner of

buildings in the Monument now knowm as Ho. 40 and Mo, 44, announced:
48, Deed of B, & &,, May 24, 1835, Deed Dook 0, ph.340-341.
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#L CARD.

The undersicned eds leavo to inform his friends and the pubklic in
getieral, that he has taRZen the Smiths Uhep lately croupied by Lewis
Wornwag, on the Island of Virginius, where he will ke happy io sarve
these who rmay faver him with t{heir worx, which shall Le dene on the
shortest notice, and in the best and neatest manner; and he hopes, by
strict attention to kusiness, to share & part of the public patronage.
Mul3,=1411 Frons made to order at the shortesi notice.™ 49

Mr, Richards had thus rented Dldg, He. 21 and 22 on the 1834 map or
Bldgs. Ho. 21 and 2% on the 1B44 map,

On April 21, 1835, Mz. John Wernwag married Miss Margaret REebecca
: EQ
Magzey of Baltimore, Md.

On April 1%, 1835, Joseph L. Smith and John Vernway purchased of
George and Ellen Stukbleficld for $25.00:

H .4 patent for a certain tract of land around the island of Virginius
in the Shenandoah river, granted to the said Becrge Stuthleficld Ly the
Comuonwealth of Yirginia on the 22nd Hovermber 1834...according to the
garvey set forth in said patent...” 51

Heanwhile the financial difficulties of the Smith & Wernwag cone
tgi@%d te increase, as revealed by the follewlng notice of Hay, 1835:

#TRUST SALE
oF
HARPERE- FERRY
REAL ESTATE.

By virture of a deed of trust, erxecuted on the 28th day of Docember,
1824, by Lewis Wernwag, to Edward wager, now deceased, and Armstead
Beckham, as trustees for the henefit of James Stubblefield, the sub—
soriber, as the surviving trustee, and under the authority vested in him
as such by said deed...,will sell, at public auetlen, to the hichest
bidder, for cash, on Monday the 13th of July next, before the door of

49. Yirginia Free Press, May 7, 1835, p.3, c.b.

50, Ibhid., May 7, 1835, p.3, ¢.3.

%1, Deed of B. & 5., April 19, 1835, Deed Sook 20, p.531. The area
parchased iz shown on the 1844 map by the figures 1, 2, 3, =te., 1o 18
around the island and acress the river. A detalled descriptien of

these bLuildings Is alven in the deed of August 24, 184, to the Harpers
Ferry & Shenmandoah ¥lg, Co,; sea Chapter ¥,
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#Fitzsiemonsts Hotel, Harpers Foray, that part of the valuable isnland
of ¥Virciniue which was oricinally seld by Janes Siubblefield and wife
to Lowis WHernwag, and i3z now in thco possession of Jdohn Woernwag and
Jegeph L. Smith, containing on it cae of the meost valuable SaWHILLS
in the"l[}". States, togethor with o numier of EVELLING LHLUSES, WORYSINO:S,
ARD OTIER improvements, Said property will be solo to satisfy the sum
of seven theusand four hundred and twenly dellars, with interest from
the 1st day of Decerdwer, 1834, the halance of the eriginal purchase
money refaining due to Coleman C. Beckham, as the assignee of gaid
Jozes Siuhkblefield.., ERIETEAD BECITIAN,

Sarviving Trustee, &c.* 52

On July 16, 18353, Joseph L. Smith put inte trust with Eenjamin
Frice, as trustee for John HMePhersen, a part of the island of Virginius:

o .ebelng the sane gEpoperty conveyed by Louwis Wernwag fto Jeseph L,
Smith and Jumes Hock Ly Deed of July 2, 1832, that is to say ome moiety
of the estate or entire parcel of land.was then conveyved by said Wers—
wayg atd portien of one~sixth of the eriginal whele was Fubsequently
conveyed from the said Lewis Vlernwag and wife to said Joseph Smith and
Hocli by Deea _ day of 1833, anhd said Joseph L. Sndlth heving purchased ;
from the said James Hook, his undivided portion of said property (for 5
which however no deed has yet been made) his undivided propertion there—
of is two-thirds of the whole criginzlly Lelonging to said Lewis Wern-
wag-c]lso the equitalble interest, being the sawe proporticon {(to wit:
two thirds) of the said J. L. Emith in and {o a certain parcel of land,
roces and water, pateanted from the Com. of Virginia to Ceoroe Stublble-
field by patent dated hovember 22, 1834, and purchased by said Saith
from Stubklefield,..” 53

On July 30, 1835, Trustee Price announced:

vTRUSTEESS SAlE
oF
VYAIDADLE FACTORY PECPERTY
AT HARPEDS-TERZY .

By virture of a deed of trust from Joz. L. Smith, Esg. to the
subseriber, executed the 16th day of July inst...I will sell, at
puklic auction to the highest bidder, on Friday the 4th of September
next...before the door of Fitzsirmons®s Hotel, Harpers Ferry, all the
right, title and estate of said Joseph L. Smith, in and to”

52. Yirginia Free Press, Hay 14, 1835, p.3, <.5.
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53, Deed of Trust, July 16, 1835, Deed Dook 20, pp.40%-410,

52



ML ISLALD OF VIRGINIUS,
It may Le confidently affirmed that this is one of the most valuable
picces of property for monwwfacturing purpeses Iin the United Slales.
Situated in the falls of the Shanandsah, it i3 &love the reach of in-
undaticon; and, without a dam, cownands nearly the whele foree of the
river, Iy means of a canal which has lwen cut through the centre of
the Island. '

Twe bridges cenaect the Island with Harpers-Ferry on the main land,
and {Wo more are in progress of consbtructien hy {the Winchoster and
Potomag Keil WHeoad Comrany, whuse road passer over it. This work, to-
qgether with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and the Ealtimere and Chic
Eail Road, {distant not meore than 250 yards,) affords this property
unrivalled advantages.

The Iinprovemnsnts are several) dwelling houses, extensive work shops
and one of the largest and most valuakle SAW MILLS in the country.

The property will be sold entire, or in lols, as may be found exn-
pedient on the day of the sale,..” o4

Thiz sale, however, was not held for a year later in Juoe, 1336‘

Mr. Price announced thai Smith’s interest would be s0ld at auvction on
35
the 4th of Auoust, 1836, Lgain the property was not sold, for on

Septembexr 5, 1336, Joseph L. Smith declared himself bankrupt and seld
for $1.00 to the Sheriff of Jefferson County:

#The cquity of redemption, or interest of said Smith in the island
property necar Harpers Ferry, purchased by him from Leowis Wernwao, being
an undivided two~thirds thereof, subject to a deed of trust, Smith to
Benjamin Friee, trustee for John McFhersen, dated July 16, I1833...7 (1)

In Hoverber, 1836, John TFitzsimmens again announced:

fFTRUSTEESS SMLE.

Under the aulhority of a deed of trust to the subseriler from Lowis
Wernwag, dated the 29th day of August, in the ycar 1B26...for the bencfit
of Joseph L. Rusell, I will on the 10ih day of Decomber next, on the
promises, sell at mublic auction, to the hichest bidder, for cash, cne
helf of the ISLARD CI' VIEGINIUS, ..ncar Harpers-Ferry, described in said
deod, ™

54. Virqinia Free Press, July 30, 1635, p.3, c.3.

55. Ibid., June 9, 1836, p.3, c.i.

56, Deed of B, & 5,, Septembar 3, 1836, Deed Book 21, pp.232-233.
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#T i1l gell, to satisfy the Lalance due upon an assignmpant by Jas,
Hoolk: & Josenh L. Smith, to pay to szid Xussell, the ameunt of their
purchase from said Wernwag, of the properlty above describoed.” 57

In Juune, 1B37; Mr, Fitzsimrons, acting as trusiee, acain advertised

that he would affer the above Described interest of Lewis Wernwag in
b
the Islard of Virginjus at public auction on July 22, 1837. In a
gimilar wanner, trustee Benjamin Price gave notice in Rovember, 1837,
that he would offer fer sale at public auction on December 18, Joseph
£a
L, Smith?s interest in Tract Ho, 4.

Jelin Werbwag apparently raised the money to protect his interest
by mortgaging for 56,300 to Josias Pennington of Baltimere a plese of
property in Baltimore and:

#ene undivided third part of all that porticn of the Iszland of
Virginius in the Shenandsah Kiver near larpers Ferry being the lower
part of said Island adjeining the porliions Melenging to Fonitains
Beckham & Edward Fager’s heirs being for,..all that undivided portion
of said Island which was zold & conveyed by Lewis & Elizabeth his
wife to the said John Yernwag by their Indenture dated 3lst July
1833..." Gl .

Joseph L. Scath?’s undlvided two-thirds Interest in Tract Ho, 4
went into Court, through kankrupteoy proceedings, and was finally sold
by Commissioner Andrew Hunter, acting for Sarah Ann Price, the sole
hely of Denjamin Price and John McPherson, for 38,000 to Jessie Seho—
field on July 3, 1844; that is, the deed for purchase was granted on

that date., This deed reads in part:

57, Virginia Free Press, Hovember 10, 1836, p.d, c.d.

58, Ibid,, June 29, 1837, p.3, c.4,

59. Ibid., Nevember 16, 1837, v.3, c.4.

60. Mertopage, January 20, 184Q, Deced book 24, pp.108-104, Also Micro-

film Resl 131, V. 1, pp.37-41.
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e ebeing an andivided {wo thirds part of that portion of the Iszland
of Virginius, in the Shenandoah Kiver,..which was conveyed from Lewls
Vernwag and wiie to the said Joseph L, 3mlth and James Hook hy Deed,
daled July 2, 1E3E-Ehat is to say one moiety of the estate or entire
parcel of land was then conveyed by said Lewis Wernwag and wife-and a
Further portien of one sixth of the origiral whole was subscquently cone
vayed from the saild Lewis wernwag and wife te sald Smith and BHook, L
deed of 1833, and being, two thirds of that portion of said Island and
now in the posression of said Schoficld and a gertain Johin Fernwag.
Alse an undivided twe-third parts of a pareel of land, rock and waterx
adjacent to the said island patented from the Comuon Wealth of Virginia
to George Stulldefield Ly patent of Hoverher 22, 1834 ond purchased
From Stobblefield by Smith and Werpwaer, And finally to make the extent
of this conveyvance and assignment merc cxplicit, it is herely declared
io embrace the entire right and title of the sald Jogeph L. Smith and
also of the said James Hooic or his elildren, heirs, as fully, and to
all intents and porroses as the same was held by them at the time of the
execulion of the deed of trust of July 16, 1835..." 6l

While the above legal tangle was keing straichtened ocut, the
factories and shops located on Tract No. 4 were still in preduciien,
In 1837 Lewis Wernwag advertised:

PEATERT CUTTIRG BoX

The subscriber has for sale, at his manufacturine establishment on
the Island of Virginius, near Harpers-Ferry, the above valualile article,
patented by himself. It is well adapied for cutting provendesr of cevery
deseripiion for stock; and is considered by good judges to have decided
advantages over any other article of the xind ever offered to the pob
lie, 1t may ke scen at the Tin Shop of Thewtas Rawlins & Son, Charles-
town, or on the Island of Virginius.” 62

In March, 1832, Jesse Schofield and George Fauzy announced:

“RCTICE.

The subscrikbers have rented the Sawr ¥ill, situated on the Island
of Virginius, lately in the ceoccupancy of Lewls YWernwag., They have
also made arrangenents to cet a larce quantity of Tigker down the
Shenandeah river, and will b= able ¢ fill kills at short notice.—-
They will alse continue to Saw country logs uvon the shares, or
ctherwise, to suit customers; and will be prepared te furnish Flastering
Laths of any description, From their inown dispesition to please, they
hope for a reascnalble share of public patrenage.” 63

6l. Dped of D. & 5,, July 3, lB44, Deed Beool 2B, pp,172-173,

62. Yiraginig Frec Press, May 11, 1837, p.3, <.4.

63, Ibid,, March 28, 1839, p.1l, c.l.
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This partnerchip appears 1o have contimucd to opzrate the saw
54
mill threugh July of 1840, From August unti]l November 25, 1840,

the co-partnershkip of Joseph P, Shannon and Jesse Schofield operated
65
the saw mili.

On May 29, 1839, Willian Wernwag, Junjer, 36 years oid, died of
EG
consumpiion.

The machine shops on Virginius, Tract 4, were operated hy.the
67
Wornwag fand iy from 1835 to 18543, Aircng thelr products wers

Turning Lathes, Baws and Parham’s Patent Washing Maclhines, On

August 24, 1840, Abraham D. Wernwag, 27 vears old and a son of Lawis
6g :
Wernvag died, Lewis Wernwag, Jenicr, died at some date in 1543

- : \
(Pefcrerﬂuguat Ethjand hig perscnal property, tocls and six-wheeled
69
railyoad car were auctiopned off on Seplember 18, 1843,

FProm at least Auvgust §, 1843, through 1E44 the machine shops
70
on Tract He. 4 were operated by John Wernway and Joseph P, Shannon.

64, Earpers Ferrv Constitutionalist, Iuly 23, 1840, p.3, advertisement
of Beorge lanzy For timbor to sell.

62. Yirginia Free Frogs, December 10, 1840, p.d, c.5; notice of dis-
gsolution of partnership.

66. Ibid., June 13, 1839, p.3, c.Z.

€7. 1Ibid., Notices of in Februaxy 27, 184G, p.3, ©.2; September 22,
1842, p.3, e.4; March 31, 1842, p.4, <.6,7.

BB, Ilid,, September 3, 1840, p.3, .2,
8. Ikid., September 7, 1840, p.3, c.Z; notice of sale with list of items.
70. Deed of Trust, August 5, 1843, Shannon te G. B, VWager, trustee for

Jease Schofield, Deed Dook 26, pp.435-436; second deed of trust, sams
date and hetween the same partiea in Deed Dock 32, pp.62-63.
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It is probable, however, that Shannon liad been a member of the Wernwog
71
firm since 1330,

By 1B44 then, Tract Yo, 4 was held by John Wernwag, with an undi-

vided one--third interest in the property, and by Jessic Schofield,
with a undivided two-thirds interest in the lot and izprovements,
These twe gentlemzn, in May of 1644, entered into an aoreement with
James Giddings in an effort to digpose of Tract Ho. 4 at a profit.
The 1844 map of the island of Virginius, prepared by James M, Brown,
which 15 presented at the end of thfis chapter, was drawn to assist
Mr. Giddinaos in this endeaver.

Two docunents were sicmed between &he rarties and we guote from

each as Tollows:

1. *#Articles of Acreement made and entered with by and between Jesse
Schofield and John Vernwag...of the first part and James Giddincs of
Prederici County and State of Maryland of the second Part, witnesseth,
that whereas the said parties of the first wpart together with their
respective wives, have this day (Qfay 16, 1848 by their deed of bargain
and sale of equal date with these preosence, conveyed to the said party
of the Second part certain real estale beino and lying Iin Jefferson
County in the State of Virginia, adjcining Harpers Ferryy and ceontaining
__acres of land more or less, & being the same property that was ovmed
by Lewls lWernwag, which said deed is recorded,,..The said land being cone
veyed by deed to sald Glddings in tmast, te sell the same for the pur-
poses therein mentijoncd. And whereas by the said deed these articles of
agreement are referred to for the purpose of ascertaining the amount of
commission or compensation to be allowed to said Giddings for his trouble
and responsibility in selling said real estate and paying out and distri-
uting among the parties thereto entitled.

The purchase money arising from the sale of said real estate, and as
a full coupensation for the discharge of all his duties as trustee ander
and by virture of said deed of trust, Yow it is hereby agreed by and be-
tween the said parties of the first and sccond part, that the said

71, Yortgage, January 20, 1840, Reel 11, V.1, pp.37-4l mentions the
firm of Shannon and Jehn Wernwag.
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#Giddings Ehall not sell said property within a peried of two years

from the date of said deed, unless he can L}eceivéj at least {the sum

of thirty theusand dollars for zll said property, unless lhe zaid parties
of the First part shall agree to 4 sale at a loss price or sum, in which
event, he shall =zell for such sums as the saild parlties af Lhe first part
shall agree that he shall ta'e for the same, Lither for a part or for the
whole, That is, the said Giddings may sell a parl or parts of sald prop-
erty, or the whole, at such Drices, lecs then swn of thirty thousand
dollars for the whele, oy ot that rate, as the sald partics of the first
may agres he s5hall sell the same for, And the seid Giddings shall Le
entitled %o reccive and deduct from the parchase money after the pavment
of all expensesn, as is provided for in said deed of trust, at the rate

of ten pearceni, on all sales up to the sald sum of thiriy thousand
dollars, and should he sell the sald property for more than zaid agre-
gate of 530,000 dellars he shall receiwe fFility per cent, or thes one half
of whalever suns or awount he may cet or sell said property for, over
and azloye the said sum of thirty thousand deollars, That is, if he shall
sell the property for £3Z,000 said giddings shall ke antitled teo deduct
& retain in his hands, as his compensation and fomission for all his
services as frustee ag foresaid ten percent on the 30,000 deollars, over
and above the costs and charges as hersin before stated, and f1Ffly per-
cent on the 2,000 dollars, or the one half thereof, aund so in propor-
tion on any larger or smaller sum over and above the said 20,000 dollars
that he may e able to szsll said properiy for.-

And it is further agreedby and betuween said parties to this agree
ment that the said Giddings wmay, if he thinks proper, take an interest
in and he considered as 4 purchaser of one part of said property, not
exceceding one third part thereof, at such price or sum as ithe wvart be
taken would amount to, estimating the entire properiy at the said priee
or sum of thirty thousand dollars, that is if the said Giddings shall
agree to beeome the purchaser of one fourth part of said prepcrty, and
to ke the owner of that extent he shall pay for sueh one fourth part
the sum of 47,500 dollars and so of any quarter on less interest, in said
property not exceeding a third part thereef as aforesaid. Should said
Giddings determine to become interested as purchaser as aforesaid he
must give notlee to that affect to the said parties of the first part
on or before the first day of January 1845 next.f: 72

2. DBDeed of Trust, dated May 1G, 1844, granted Ly Jesse Schofield and

his wife Hary Amn, and John Wernwag and his wife Margaret E., to James

Qidsings:
72, Articles of Agreement, May 16, 1844, Reel 11, ¥.4, pp.372~370.
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Mihercoas the parties of the firzst are deziving to have mold to thoe
begt advantage the proporty hercinaftor mentioned and for that purpose
have selealed the said James Giddings, whe has agreed to advancs to
the said parties of the first part, to be affixed in pavment of debis due
Ly tThem and for which the properiy aforesaid is Lound, the sum of two
thousand dollars...the said twe thousand dollars to be scoured to said
Giddings in tho manner hercinafier mentioned and the said Giddings
having arreed 1o have the said property conveved fo him wpon the trust
and for the purposes heretnafter more particulaerly set forth end Fafth-
fully to discharge ihe said trust so to e confided to him by the said
parties of the first part...{the Schofields and Wernwags convey to
Giddingg) ., .constituting part of a larger tract now called and known
Ly the name of 'Yipginius”, so bsing also a part of an Island in the
Shenandsah River adjolning Harpers-Ferry, and Leginning for said picee
or portion of land at a Gudgeon standing in the middle of a street
¥aid out, it being a ecorner of the "lerchant MillY property and running
thence with the lines of the same south twelve and a half decreez west
five poles and eight links to the north edge of the dam, thepee wp the
vall north eighy two and a quarter degrees wost fifteen poles and thrce
links to a cedar stake, thence leaving the mill dam and running north
seven and three quarters degrees east four poles and four lings {0 a
stake in the other mill dam, thenee up the same South ecighty three
degrees west Thirteen poles and five liniks to a small cedar, thence
South eighiy nine and a kalf dogrees west twonty three poles and =ix
links fto twe saplings from one stunp thence Fouth eighty two degrees
west twelve poles and five links to the south posk of the guard caie
at the head of the Island, thence Scutlh ferty five degrees west seven
poles to two Bsh zaplings on the bank of the river, thence down it
with the meanders Socuth seventy eight and a half degrees east eleven
poles to a pile of stones, thence Horth eighty two and a quarter decrees
east, twenty six peles to the upper ehd of the race wall at the edoc of
the river, thence South eighty and three quarlter decrees east, twenty
four poles Thence Soulth ejghty nine and a quarter degrees sast seven
pales and eight lituss to the upper corner of the purchase from J.
Stuldblefield, continuing with said purchase along the meandsrs of the
river, South elghty nine denrees East, seven poles and three links,
South sixty two degrees and 20 minutes East, nine poles and five links,
South eighty three degrees east, five poles, Worth eighty seven and
three ¢uarter degrees east, twenty poles and nine lincs to three Ash on
the East end of the Island. Thence crosging the streas until it inter-
sects the United Stales line, thence up the River with said line te a
sycanore, Thence cro&ssing the stream to the point of a rock at the
waters edge corner to Edward Wagers let (Tract No, D), Thence with the
same to the middle of the street at z state, Thence up the middle of
the street to the beginning containing five acres, three Rods and one
porch, more or less. Excepting out of said land a twe story brick house
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fnow ogccupicd by the said Jesse Schoficld and the lot of ground on which
the sane stands, Uiract He. 53 and which said lot is now enclosed Ly a
fence round tho same and which sald house & lot is marked Kumler 12 on
the plal ricenily made ont for said James Giddings by James M, Brown

the Surveyor of Jefferson County in the State of Virginia, which said
plat is now in the possession of said Giddings, which said house and

lot of ground iz to e and continue the preoperty and estate of said
Jesze Schefield as he has heretofore held and enjoved the same, awud his
title to and possession cf the sawre to be in ne way affoeted or dizsturbed
by virinre of this deed...And the said partices of the first part do
hereby further orant...all that fract or parcel of land containing forty
gores, situate in Jefferszon County aforesaid including a part of the
River Shenandoah somne Islands, Rooizs & so Torth, and which was granted
by the Cormonwealih of Virginia unto George Stubllefield by its grant

or patent braring date the twenty second day of lovember 1834 and re—
coyded in logk D. lio, 2 page 297 in the land Cffice of zaid Common~
vealth of Virginia,..that were by snid George Stukblefield conveoved by
his deed...to the zaid John Viernwag and ¢ certain Jeseph L. Smith and by
the said Smith conveyel to a certain Beonjamin Price and by the said
Priee.,..to the sald Jessa Schoficld,...{alsc all title to three acres,
one rod and 3% perches of land lecated in Scuth Bolivard)...that is to
gay, irn trusi that the said James Giddings shall and may at any time or
times withln two yecars from the date of thisz deed sell and disporsc of,
either at public oy private sele, and on such lerms as he may deem best,
all or any part of said progerty or real estate conveyed te him. £-ad
in making saild sale or sales or dispesilions of said property cr in
part, the said Giddings iz te have full power and authority to so di-
vide and parcel ont the same inlots or otherwise, as in his Judgement

he may think best.,.” 73

Armed with these two documents, James Giddings set forth in l1p44
to sell tract Ho. 4 on the Island of Virginius. To assist him in this
project, Mr. Giddings hed the PLAN AND EEFORT WITH A DESCRIPTION VIFW
OF THE YSLAND OF VIRGINIUS, AT HARPERS FERRY, VIRGINIA, printed in ;u'a.z;-z.?4
Copies of the report and tracings of the plan of the Island follow on
the next pages of this chapter.
73. Deed of Trust, May 16, 1844, Deed Boox 27, pp.1l44-145, also Micro-
£ilm Reel 11, V.3, pp.225-2331.
74. Natiomal Archives K. G, 153, War Department, Juddge Advocate

Gencral CUffice, Reservation File, Harper's Ferry, West Wirginia,
Miscellaneous Papers File 7. ‘o. Fionw o7 70 2-00
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In summarizing the history of Tract Ho. 4 from 1835% to 1844, a
two siory brick houss (Bldg. Lo. 1? on the 1844 mapl and small lot
was gold off frem Lot He, 4 in 1835 to Josse Schorfield to bocone Tract
Mo, 5. Tract Lo. 4 was oWned by Joseph L, Smith and John Wernwag from
1835 +o 1836, with Smith holding an undivided two-thirds intercst apd
Wernwag an undivided one-third interest in the properiy. Beth part-
nera were in fimanecial difficulties during this peried and in September,
1836, Smith declared himself bankrupt. Hls interest therefore passed
inte the hands of the Court, where it remained from September, 1836,
unti about 1840, Smith’s two-thirds interest was then purchased from
the Court for 38,000 Ly Jesse Schofiel&, final payment being made on
July 3, 1844. Thus in 1844 John Wernwag and Jesse Schofield cwned
Tract He. 4.

The Smith Shops lecated on Tract Ho. 4 in 1835 and probably to
1844 were leased and operated by William Richards., The Saw Mill from
1835 to 1836 was operated by Jeseph L. Smith. From March, 1839, until
July, 1840, they were leased Ly Jesse Schofield and George Kauzy., From
about August, 184G, until Novomber the Saw Mill was run by Schefield ang
Joseph P. Shanncn and then by Schoflield alone from December, 1840, until
1844,

The machim shops located on Tract Ho. 4 were cperated by the Mern-
wag family and prolably Joseph F. Shannen from 1835 until 1844, A
detailed description of the buildings on Tract Ko, 4 will be found in

the conclusion to this chapter,
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TUE F1O0DS OF 1843

Before proceeding to the General Sunmary and consideration of the
1844 map, we present here data on the three floods Lhat styuck the Is-
land of Yirginiuns in 1643, On April 20, 1B43, the newspaper reported:

“GREAT FPRESHET

The water of the Potomac and Shenandeah Fivers werc higher on Sat-
urday evening last, at Harpers-Ferry, than they have been since the
mencrable floecd of 1610, and great damage haa been done in the flocding
of the cellars and lower apartments of the houses, and In the carrving
away of lunber from every accessible point.—--ir, Lewis Wernwag, whose
enterprise. and usefulness are proverbial, was a loger to the amcunt of
several hundreds of dollatrs, and- the Fublic Lwmker Yard TArmory} vas
almost literally stripped of timber, plank and wogd=-much of which wmight
have pbeen saved, if workmen had been directed to make the effort on
Saturday morning.

The water was over the streets of the village, and all the little
garden spotzs were ipundated, and the early lal<rs of the occoupanlts cote
pletely destroved. The gresat Rail Feoad bridge over the Fotomac was in
imminent danger, the strcam teing within 18 inches of the timbers, and
the drift-wood in many instances bLroce off the plane which lined the
frame work.

Immense damage has been done to the embaniments of the Chesapeake
and Chic Canal, as far as heard from, East and West--and we fear that,
in the present derangyed condition of the linances of the Company, the
means of repairing this damage will not ke easily commanded,

The flood was produced by the continucd rains of the last weex, and
the melting of the mountain snows which for menths had been gathering
in the fastnesses...™ 75

Twy Fleoods struck in September, 1E43; the newspaper reperted of

the first flood:

#DESTRUCTIVE RAIN AND FLOOD.

#The rain, which commenced falling on Wednesday night the Gth,
about 9th ofclock, was ewfully heawy, and disastrous bkeyond calcu-
lation., It seems as if the Heavens had been opened, as in the deluge
of old, and in a few hours the town (Charles Towd run was swollen
into an angry and terrible river, carrying destraction In its train

75. ¥irginia Free Press, April 20, 1843, p.Z, c.3.
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throughout its whole length, from {ts sources to the Shenandosh Hiver
(It poured for four hours, and sfter a long deseription of damage in
and near Charles Town, the edilor continuec)

The dawage haz been great in varlous directions. The Winchester
and Polonac Hail Reoad, from Cameron’s to Harpurs-Perry, was a good
deal damaged. The locs will ke several theousand dellars, The Balti-
more and LChio Rail koad, from Sleepy Creek to HarpersFerry, was al so wat-
erially injured, but the travel has been refumed.,.Every Lour brings
us report of damage, and we may expect an endlesgs detail of disasters
from this memorable storm. We fear its conseguences will be further
felt, in the way of siceness, unless great care be iaien to clean out
and purify the cellars..,” 76

The second flood feollowed inmediately on the firslt, and the paper
reported:

*ANOTHER DESTRUCTIVE FLCCD,

The rains of the last weex, beginning on Monday, and with intervals
continuing until Friday have resulted in a tremenduus figed in the
Fotomae and Shenandoash, and their tributaries, and great destruction te
crops, fencing, and timber, has ensued, The wind oh Thursday night,
from the South East, was very wicplent, and the corn throughout its
range has been pIOEEIa1Ed in the fields, which are saturated tq Qrer= ¢
flowing, The asmall;stréams have surpassed in volume any thing~ " F,,"“;J
remembe.=d by the Dldest inhabitant."ve. Foratldg

At Harpers~Ferry, however, the flood has been the most disastercus. ,i;
Both Rivers were up on Saturday morning three feet above Lhe hichest o

point of the flood last April, and more than & foot over the memcrable @,

flood of 1810, On Shenandoah street, boats were uged, and the water
was in the first story of almost every house. The street between -
Carrell’s (Jlocated on kager Lot Mo, 6, 7, part of & and &, in the
Perry Lot) and walling’s (Qorated on Wager Lot Ho, 5 in the Ferry Lot}
Hotels was several feet deep, and the premises of both 5o filled that
their coociing for hundreds of...{travellers was impossible?] ‘lhe
water was touching the Eail Road Bridge, and the rise of ancther foot
mist have swept that costly wors away. The Kail Foads, we balieve,
have suffered no injury, but the Canal has been seriously damaged.

The )ift locik at Harpers-Ferry has Leenssept out, and the Lanks in
many places are entirely gone... _

Eut %o recur to Harpers~Ferry. Ths damage to the premises of the
warkmen, on Shenandoah sztreet especially, is a most sericus matter.
Their little gardens, upon which many of them depend for winter sup—
plies, have been entirely ruined, and their losses in varicus ways
have been quite heavy., Those residing on the Potomac, between the

76. VYirginia Free Press, Septembor 14, 1843, p.2, c.l.
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#River and the Armory Canal, were salzo much incommoded: and the loss of
all, in addltion *o their want of regular employment the last year, will
prove a serious drawback wpon them. Indeed, if cver the government were
called vpon to exercise a paternel guerdianship over the affairs of
their worrmen, tle present iz the time. Feans should aft onee be applied
to restore the injured premises to thelr former state, if possille, in
order to prevent siceness, which iz now so justly apprehended.

The Island premises {(Virginius} were also overflowed, and the luplber,
Go. of the Wernwag famlly hoad scarcely a dry spot to rest uwpnn--The
water filled the gardens and cellars, and iw some instanees was upon lhe
First Tluors of the dwellings, JIndeed, it is impossilble to cive the
reader, whe has net seen the ravages, any idea of the amcunt of damage
and derangement occasicned Ly this uwnprecedented fleor. Half the injury
i probably unknown to us, but we hear that effect of the storm have
been felt thro’out the whole of this and the neighbering counties. The
amount of loss is incalemable, and the twe freshets of Septomber will
be matters for remembrance for the present generatieon, mere eventful
than any to which their predecessors can refer them.” 77

SURRIANY AWD 1844 MAP: fﬂ BUILDIEGS O8N THE TSLAKDS

TRACT HC. 1 [Five Buildings). Owried in 1844 by Hugh Gillecege and
Alexander Brown. (Shown in blue on map}

Bidg. B, A dwelling house, (standing in 1834)

Bidy, B, Gilleece’s Iron Foundry. {1834 0il Miil converted into a
Foundry in 1825.)

Bldg, C. Probably the Chopping Mill erected by Gilleece in 1840.
Bldg. D. PFrobably a dwelling house (standing in 1834}

Hldg, E, Prokably a stable or shop {standing in 1834}

TRACT kG, 2 {Four red Muildings). Owned in 1844 by John and Akbraham
Herr,

BEldg, H. probably a coopers shop or dwelling house {standing in 1834)

?77. ¥irginia Free Fress, September 21, 1843, Pe?, Sely
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Bldg. €. probably a dwelling house {ecither new or relocated after

1834}

Bldg. I. a dwelling house (standing in 1834)

Bldg. M. a stone mexchant flour mill known as the ™Island Hills”, this
structure was erccted by Luther I, Cox in 1840 approximately on the site
of the earlier mill that had been destroyed by fire in Fekhruary, 1839,

TRACT 1O, 3. (Three green bujildings) owned in 1844 by the Winchester &

Potomac Railroad Company

Bldg., K. & one Family stone-stueccoed dwelling house (standing in 183¢)
Bldg, N, a large two family stone stucgoed dwellinr house {standing in
1834}

Bidg. U, a new Depot Building, erected 183%-37, Ly the Kailrocad Company
TRACT HC. 4 (16 orange buildings}) owned in 1844 by John Wernwag and
Jegse Schofield.

Bldy. Ko, 6. a small frame dwelling house {standing in 1834)

Blda. Ko. 9. & small brick dwelling house (prokably standing in 1834)

Bldy. Ko. 10, a double hrick dwelling house (prebably standing in 1834}
Bldg, No. 11. a single brick dwelling house (probably atanding in 1834)

Bldy. Ho. 13, double frame dwelling house {probahly standing in 16834)

Bldg. Neo. 14, a frame house, brick filled and rough cast, {probakly

standing in 1834])

[ldy, Ho, 15. a frame house, one story, brick filled and rough ecast,

(probably standing in 1834)
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Dlde, Fo, 16,  frame housc, two stories, brick fllied {(protably
standing in 1834)
Bldo. Ko, 17, frame carriage house, erectod aftor 1834

BEldg. Lo, 12, large double saw mill [standing in 1824)

Eldg. Ne, 18, small frame office, {probably standlng in 1834)

Bldg. Wo, 20, frams house {probably standing in 1834)

Bldgs, Ho, 81 and 22, +two larce Smith Shops {at least one of which

was standing Iin 18384)

Bldg, Ho. 23, new tuilding, not ccoupied

Rldg. Ho. 24, machine shops cccupied by John Wernwag, and now in

full operation (standing in 1834}

Explainaiion of cther Fioures on Map connected with Tragt He. 4

Figure 1, is the entrance of the water from the Sherandeah under
rail-road bridge {guard gate on 1834 maps)

Figure 2; Entrance of race running parallel with the railroad
Ficure 3, a dam acress the channel, with a slulce to supply Eoats
with water passing the canal. ({probably ereected after 1£34)
Fiqure 4, a new channel cut Ly the late Lewis Wernwag after 1834.
FTigure 5, the passage of the water under the rail-read to the Saw
Mill and Machine Shops,

Figure 7 and 8, two waste weirs in the Race Wall,

The dan across the Shepandoah Elver is a projected dam and was not

actually constructed until 1IB850. (see next chapter)
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TRECT FC. & (one purgle colored building] owned in 1844 by Jesse
Schofield.

Blde, lio. 12, a brick two-story dwelling house (prokably standing

in 1834)
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CHAPYLR ¥

ISLARD €Y VIRGININS, 1845 to 1852, TN IhxPRES FENRY AND SHERANDOAH

FEMUEACTURTG CONPALY,

In this chapler we shall consider the rise and fall of the
Harpers TFerry and Shepsandoah Manufacturing Company as well as the
history of the other {traets on the island of Virginivs. The chatter
will conclude with a study of the 1848-31 map of 8, Howell Brown which
shows buildings on the Island as of those dates,

TRACT HO, 1 — The Foundry Lob., This trect was owned by Eugh Gilleec

1 K
and_ﬁlexander Brown from 1845 through 1852, Mr. Gillcece continued

to operate the iron foundry throughout this period, A typical ad-
vertisement of his reads:

#o0AL STCYES

The attention of those in want of CCAL S8YCVES is invited te the
improved kind that is now being manufactured at the Harpers-Perry
Foundry, which consist of five different sizes, suitalle for Offices,
Sheps, Stores, Clurches, &:. Also on hand, Bot-Alr Cocoking Stoves,
which will be delivered and seat up in any section of the country they
may be wanled.

WANIED-A large cuantity of 01d Copper and Drass, and old Casl and
Wrought Iron, which will be {ia<en in exchange, at the highest price,
for anything in fy line.” 2

The 1848 map indicates that Tract No. 1 contained five buildings
at that date just as it did in 1544. The census of 1850 also reveals

the following data on Mr. Gilleece, who either living or having a

i. Decd of Trust, Jume 19, 1848, Gilleece to John Heler as trustees for
Abrahsin H., Herr, Deed Beok 30, pp.38-39, Also Deed of Trust, September
16, 1854, Gilleece to Meler & Powie, Trusteces for A, H. Herr, Deed Book
34, p.229,

2. Virginia Free Prozs, Hovembeor 13, 1845, p.2, =.7; alse January 7,
1847, p.l, o.l; Octolar 21, 1852, p.3, c.iZ.
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drink at the Carrell Hotel whien the census taker found hing;

#ugh Gilleece, 40 years ocld, male, Foundry, Value of Eeal Ezxiate
ownod:  £5,000, born in Connecticut,.'” 3

TRACT 0. 2, the *Island Bills” Let, This property was cwned from

1845 to Januagry, 1848, by the brotheryJohn Herr and Abraham 13, Herr,
who, under & partnership, operated the merchant fleur will kpown as
the #Island Kills™. On Jampary 24, 1648, John Herr sold for §35,00
te his brother Abraham H, Herr:

" ..all righi to the Island of Virginivs, an undivided moiety of
land having upon il a large merchant f{lour mamufaciuring mill...”
thus ending their partnership.4 Abyzham H. Herr thersefore became the
sole owner of Tract No. 2 in the 18481852 pericd anc operated the
#igland Mi11" Yy himself. This lot contained four buildings in 1844,
it the 18483 map indicates that it contained only ithree structures
at this later date. Bldg, lo. H on the 1844 map iz missing frow the
1848 map. The census of 1850 reveals the following data on the Xr.
Herr and his miliers: Livipng in one house was
#Abrahaw H. Herr, 35 years old, male, Miller, Yalue of Real estate
owned; 540,000, Born in Penn,

Karcigsa.Hprr,, 21, female, Dorn in Virginia. Married within the year.”
Living in the second house ware:

#FPerdenand R, Butler, 39 male, miiler, Born in.D.C." and gix othey

members of his family and alse “Samuel H. Cates___ {?} 24, male, born

&
in Marvland,” and wife.

3, Mational Archives E, G. 29, Pepulation Schedules of the Scventh
Census of the United States 1850, Virginia, ¥olume 12, p.84l. on Fecl
lﬂ, vizj- P-laﬂ--

4. Deed of B, & 8,, Jamuary 24, 1848, Deed Dook 28, pp.320-321.

5, Census of 1850, Vol. 12, p.807, Reel 10, V.2, p.98.%€EC i Gt d O 5
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TRACT W), 3, This lot was cwned by the Winchester and Potomac Jail--

road Company from 1B4L te 1847 and on it was loecated their railroad
depet until 1847. OCn July 1, 1847, the W, & P. E.E, Co, sold nozt
of Tract Ho., 3 to Jessze Schofield for 1,560, This deed reads in
part:

"Twe houses and lots at Harpers Perry a&s5 the same were enclosed
on the first day of November last, one of them ocoupied by Eiteucur
and Pitzsimmonz and the other by Mr. K. Evans, tocether with the
vacant ground East and west of the said houses now in possession of
sald company {purchased of Gildea] and south of the rail read track
of the zald company, s0 as not to interfere on the south side of
gald tracks with the said tracks as they are now laid and in use by
the said company, and also so mmch of the vacant ground of the saic
company north of these tracks and opposite to said houses and lots,
a5 ix now encleosed by said company to wit: the groupd lately co-
oupied by & depot of said compsny how tacen away, except that the
south line of said lot is fte run from the east corner of the said
lot now enclosed, direct to the front of the shop of said Schofield
(being the front of the shop and not the porch) leaving enlire room
for the levers of the turn around Gwitehes) of said company as
they are now used and worked by the -said company, alse so such of the
ground aforesaid enclesed as is north of a line drawn 30 feet from
the aforesaid east corner of said encleosed lot to Herrfs leot being
the ground lying north of said line down to the river or Canal, said
line drawn to run paralilel with the track of the said Rail Koad which
is laid nearest te said enclosed lot or the most northern track,,.,” 6

On Aucgust 28, 184Y, Jesse Schofield and wife conveyed this same
portion of Tract Ko. 3 to the Harpers Terry and Shenandoah Manufacturing
Conpany for the sam of ﬁl,EDD.T This campany held title to most of
Tract Ko. 3 from 1847 through 1852. The 1848 map shows Tract No. I as
containing two cdwelling houses at that date and the Rall Road Depot

Building is missing from the lot.

€. Deed of B. & B., July 1, 1847, Deod Book 29, pp.li2-113.

7. Ibid., August 28, 1B47, Deod Book 29, p.439.
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TRACT RC, 4, ‘The Saw Mill and Machine Thop Lot

Cn February 20, 18435, the firm of *dernwag & Schofield” anncunced:

MEAN HTLL WGTICE.

The subscrilbers feeling grateful for past favors would return their
thanks for the liberal patronace extended them, and would respectfully
golicit a continvance, They are prepared 4o saw at the following
prices: 40 cents per 100 fi, board measurc: 20 cents per 100 feet
nnning, for shingling lathing and paling; or we will saw for the

third lcr?r o g

In Eay, 1845, they anncunced that the firm of Wernwag and Scho-
field had been dissclved and "the subsceribers having rented the (Saw
Mill}, will centinue the business under the firm of Schofield & Wern-
wWag..." 9

In June of 1845 Nelson Fauliner advertised:

HRIELIC SALE
The subscriler, intending to close uwp his present husiness, will
sall alt public sale his entire stocs of
NEW FURHITURE,
On Saturday the l4th of June next, at his Shop, on the Island ¥irginius,
consisting of the fellowing articles:

1 Mahogany Sideboard;

Dining and Breaisfast Tables;

Fursaus, Safes, Bedsieads;

} small Turning lathe, VWork Penches;

A quantity of Plank and Stuff, &c.,.” 10

On May 12, 1844, Jesse Schofield and John Wernwag and their wives
had sioned two documents that granted James Giddings a two year period
within which Giddings was to attempt to sell Tract Ko. 4. Nr. Giddings
uged every effort in &n attempt to interest Horthern capitalist in the

Island of Virginius, but was unsuccessful. Mr, Giddings wrote later of

8. Virginla Free Press, Febmuary 20, 1845, p.3, c.2.

8, lbid., Hay 15, 1845, p.3, c.l.

10. Ibid., June 5, 1845, p.3, c.3.
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these events: “Ho Zale was made within the two yeurs named in said
deed {dated Hay 16, 18440 though an informal arrangement was made Ly
all partics for a sale which is more particularly spoizen of herefnafter.
At the sxpiralion of the two years my authority to mafe such sales was
continued for anclher year on the same terma as was before stipulated
according 1o the best of my recellection, the terms are named in the
dead of May 16, 1345..."11 Thres days earlier on Hay 12, 1846, the trie
had signed the following agreement which was not recorded (J.e, kept
secref)

1t is herelby agreed that the property on the Island of Virginius,
with all the water power and water righlts-as now owned by Jesse Scho-

field and John Wernwag—are conveyved Dy them to James Giddings by a
deed of trust shall Le sold te the Harpers Perry and Shenandoah Hawu--

facturing Company for the sum of Thirty Sevew ihﬂusand dollars— .. Jn4
three fourth of which shall be paid For in ¥ addl A AR M RaT e house {af
and left in the cocupancy of Jesse Schofield and in which he now lives - ‘,i
shall be sold te said company for the sum of three thousand dﬁllars- et
and for which Jesse Schofield hinds himself fo make a deed and alsc e
to procure his wire te jein in the same-Yhenever said Ceompany shell sk

thine it ecnvenient to reguize the same-on their payving said Schefield
the above =mun for tho same, In wiiness thereof we have hersunio
subsoribed oikr hands and seals this twelfth day of May, 1846.

Jesse Schefield [signed)

John Wernwag {sicned)
HWitness James Giddings.” 12

KEeturning to Mr, Giddings® statement made in 1855, he further
wrote of these transactions:

#during the conrtinuance of my authority under the first deed (fiay
18, 1844) I made the most strenvous efforts to sell said preperty and
not being able te find a purchaser through my efforts and with the
approbation and concurance of all parties interested in sald property,

1}, James Giddlngs answerel to questions proposed by Commissioners of
the Court, dated May 16, 18535, Reel 11, V.3, p.284. For the deed of
trust, May 15, 1846, see Feel 11, V.3, pp.214-224, or Deed Book 28,
PP.122-124.

12. Reel 11, V.4, p.370,
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”a charter was oblained from the Virginia Legislature January 15, 1846
to incorporate the Huarpsrs Ferry & Shonandeall Manufacturing Company,
with the capectation that said Company, when oroanteed, would purchaso
said preperty, 1 used cvery aotion to obtain subseriptions to sald Come-
pany and qireed myself te talie Y8000 dollars In the stocis of said Come
pany and pay for it in Cash. ALl this was done with the express appro—
kLation of all the parties interested in gaid property.fhnd the price ot
which said preperty was to be sold to the said company was expressly
agresd to by all the parties interested in 3¢ before said Company was
formally croanized and on the 12th of May 1846 the said parties Sclho
field and Wernwag expressed their agrecment to this sale in writing...
On the 23d of June thereafter the Cozpany was formally organized...” 12

On June 11, 1846, the followlng notice appeared in the newspaper:

TROTICE.

A mzeting of the subscribers te the stock of the Harpers—FPerry and
Shenandoah Manufacturing Cowpany, will Dbe held at lHarpers-Terry, on
Tuesday the 23d instant, for the purnose of electing a Doard of Directors
and Fresident for said Compary, and for desicnating a day 1o lay the
foundation stone of the firsi Farctory--and alsc 1o mase preliminary
arrangements for the permanent crganizaticon of said company.

JAMES GIDDTLGS,

G. B. VACER,

JOHE WERLVAG,

JEASE SCHOFIELD,

A, O. 1ENSTH,

HOGH licnlELER,
CALYIN PACC.” 14

On July 2, 1846, the newspaper commented on these developments:

#THE MARUFACTURING CCHPANRY.

The proceedings of the "Harpers-Ferry and Shenandoah Manufacturing
Company™ will be found in cur cclumns to-day. It will be seen that the
Firat step has been taken, and we tiust that compleie success will
crown the efforts of those engaced, which we think mugt ke the case,
We learn from the Frederick Citizen, that there is already about
seventy thousand deollars of Stock, taken in this Company, the charter
of which authorizes a capital steck of three hundred thousand dollars,
and the holding of properiy to the amcunt of one million. Ye upder—
stand that the President and Direcicrz have alrecady taken action to
prosceoute their enterprise with energy, and that the corner stone of
the Factory, will Le laid as early as the 1l1th of this month.”

13. FReel 11, V.3, p,285.

14, Wirginia Free Press, June 1@, 1846, p.2, c.3.
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Hlanmes Giddings, Lsg., a gentleman in overy way gualificed for that
responsible position, has, we are informed, leen elected President of
the Compzany . 13

On July 16, 1846, the President of the new Harpers Ferry and
Shenandoah Ffg. Co., Jouncs Giddings, advertised:

#TO COHTRACTCRS, .

Scaled Proposals will be received by the subserilLier, {as Ageat for
the larpers-Forry and Shenandoak hanufacturing Camtany, ) until Monday
the 27th instant, inclusive, for materials and labor for uilding a
COTTC TROTCRY, 100 feet long, and 45 feet wide, in the clear, and 4
storics high above the foundation, Plrst--for buildiag the foundation
of good sivong stone work, 4 feet thick at the Lkase, about 16 feet
hioh, and three fcet thick at the tip. The bids for thisz worik mst
inciude all materiels and scalfelding, and complele the wors,——Second—
the bids for the four stories above the foundation, will e received
for both brick and stone, and mmast include all materials of every des-
eripticn, and couplete the woric, Separate propesals will ke received
for the Furnishing three hmrdred and twenty theusand bricss; and also
for the layving the brick in the wall, finding lime, sand, and scaf-
folding, Alsc, for completing the carpenterfs wors of said Faclery.

N deseription of the kind of wori to be done, may be known by calling
on the subseriker, or on Mr. 2. 3. LITVILWEIJCHY, Harpers Ferry, with whow
the plaun of the luilding will e left afier the Z0Lh.™ 1e

Pregsident James Giddings informed the company stoczholders, early
in Octokeyr, 184B: ™that they will have the foundatisn of the first
cotton Factory completed up to the Brick by the 22d imt. {0ctokefl.
And on that day the Corner Stone of the buiiding w11 be laid, with
appropriate cercmoenles of {he Masonic Fraternity...”l?

While the new factory was in process of being constructed, certain

real estate iransactions that concerned Traect Yo. 4 were also underway

in 1846, On September 1, 1846, apparently to closc out their former

15. Virginia Pree Press, July 2, 1846, p.2, c.4.

16. Ibid,, July 16, 1846, p.d, c.3.

17. 1Ibid,, Cctoler 8, 1846, p.3, c.2. Oee October 29, 1846, p.2, ©.2,3
for an account ¢f the laying of the Cornerstone.
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partnership and alse to insure their sele title to Tract 4, Jesse
Schofield and John Wernwag purehased of Joseph P, Shannon, Isaac
Wernwag, Lewis Wernwag and Thomas Wernwag for $5.060:

"all that portien of the Island of Virginius...which portion was
purchased of a James Stubblefield by Lewis VWernwag, deceascd, and
conveyed te 2aid Lewis Wernwag by deed of Decomber 28, 1524, .and all
rioght to the picece on the Island conveved Ly Fonlaine Becicham and
wife tc Lowis vlernwag by deed of March 23, 18306...7 18

In September, 1646, Special Commlssiener Andrew Hunter also
advertized:
#PIBLIC SALE
oF

VALUALGLE REARL ESTATE CR THE ISLAKD OF VIRGINIUS,
The undersigned, as Special Commissioner appointed for the purpose,

by decree of the County Courty of Jelfersen, rendercd on the 21st instant,

in the cause of Hunter, cuardian, v=s. Beckham’s children, Go. will
proceed to s¢ll at puklic auction, to the hichest hidder, on...the 16th
day of next month, Ceteber, 1846, in front of Heryfs mill, near the
premises,

A STRIP OF LEND,
Lying on ihe upper {westd and souith side of the island of Virginius—-
between the Failrocad and the main kranch of the river, centaning as
is supposea 2 acres 3 yoods and ] perch-—Srom which however is to be
expected so much of it as is cccupled Ly the V. & P. Railrcad,..” ig

This piece of property, a part of Trael 4, was purchased by the
Harpars FPerry and Shenandoah Manufactupring Company for 5555.00 on
Jamuaxy 24, 1347. The deed describes the fract as follows:

Eeginning at a cedar stake in the Korth edge of Saw mill dam thence
H 7%, E 4.4 poles to & staike in the line of Herr mill let (Gract Mo, 21}
thence up the same S 83 W 13,5 poles to a small cedar at the south edoe
of said dam thence continuing up the dam S 695 W 23.6 poles to fwo
Saplings sprouting oubt of cne stump thence S 82 W 12.5 poles to the
gouth post of the guard gate at the head of the Island theonce 45 W 7
18. Deed of B. & 5., September 1, 1846, Deed Beooi 28, pp.293-294.

18, VYirginia Free Presz, Scptember 24, 1846, p.2, c,l.
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fwoles to fwo ash soplings thence 3 702 FE 11 poles to a pile of stones at
the south cdge of the Island thenese continuwing down the river wiilh its
meanderings § 824 T 26 poles to the vpper ond of the race wall al the cdge
of the river thence wiih the same 3 80 3/4 E 24 poles to a thence 3
89+ E 7.8 poles to what was formarly wernwags corner now the property of
— thence wviih the line of said last mentloned parties crossing the saw
mill dam K }24 E 4.7 poles to a point in waid line at the Korth edge of
the saw nill dam thence up the stone wall which bounds the same N B2%

W 15.3 poles to the keginning centaining Two Acres three rods and ons
pole.,.” 20

A further idea of the producis manmufaciured on Tract 4 may e ob-
tained from Schoficld and Mauzy’s notice of Septenber, 1846:

#PCR SRLE

The sukscribers have for sale a stationary Engine and Boeiler, of
elght horse power, which may readily ke run up to ten cr twelve. The
boailer is 24 feet long and 30 inches in dizmeter in the clear. &lso,
& double Saw kill, of Crosbey?’s Fatent, togelher with twe carriages,
Stiraps, and all the Irons belonging to said Mills, and two Circular
Saws, of about 24 inches in diamelér, and all ihe Straps heleohging therelo,
Alzo one of Mr. John Wernwag's msie of Stavecutier and Jointers--ihe whole
of which will ke scld low for cash or good paper.” 21

Feturning to the new factery being erected, the newspaper reported
cn the progress of cvonstruction in January, 1847, writing:

HARPERS-FEREREY WATER PCVWER .-~

That splendid water power at Harpers-Ferry, the host prohably in this
country, next to Miagara Falls is beginning te Le prought into use. A
large cotton factory, one hundred by forty five feel in the clear, by four
stories in height, is being put up under the superintendence of Hr. Gid-
dings, for a company with a capital of foriy thousand dollars., The ma-
chinery is being kuitlit by Danforth, of Falierson, k. J. Goconer or later
that splendid water power must come into use for general manufacturing,
It has long been waiting only for some bold spirits ¢ make a beginning.” 22

20, January 24, 1847, Deed of B, & 5., Peed Book 32, p.432.

21, Yirginia Free Fregs, September 3, 1846, p.3, o.4.

22, Ibld., Janmary 7, 1847, p.3, c.2.
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The first annual report of the Company, issued in June, 1847, spcue

of thic construction as follows:
oeeThe conmittee beg leave to state alse, that they made a cursary

examination of the buillding and other woris coennected with the Factory,
and that they were highly gratified with the rapid proecss made in every
departiment of the worz, The arrangements made for securing the sieady
and uniterrupted advancement of the work exhibits great prudonce and
foresight, and the committes feel assured ihat they cannet speax in terwms
too complimentary of the alkdlity and success with vhich, so far, the
Prosident has consncied the various and complicated affairs of Lhe come
Pany « o™ 23

In July the newspaper also reported: *“The Harpers Ferry and Shen-
andoah Manufacturing Company have nearly completed thair Factory bBuilding,
and so great is the confidence of those who have shares in the Company,
that in many instances they are purchasing additional stoce., The Company
owes a great desl of its success te the untizing industry of its Fresideni,

24

JARAES GIDDINGS, Esg.™

The Smith Shops were apparently in operation in 1B47, for in August
of that year George Wigsinger advertised:

*HLACASHTTH WAKTED
I wish to esploy a Journeyman Blacksmith who is of iadustrious hakbits,

and who understands country wors generally. To such & cone likeral wages
will ko given. Virginjus...* 23

On August 24, 1&4%, there occurred the sale of Tract Ne., 4 1o the
new company. ©On that day Jesse Schofield and wife, John Wernwag and
wife, and James Giddings scld Tract Mo. 4 to the Harpers Ferry and Shen-

andoah Manufaciuring Company for $37,000. UOne-quarter of the sum was fo

23%. Virginia Free Press, June 24, 1847, p.d, c.l.

24, Ibid,, July 8, 1847, p.2, c.d.

25. Ibid,, Aurmast %, 1847, p.3, c.d.
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be paid in cash and the other three—fourths was to be paid in stoos of
the company. By this transaction the Company received the following
four pieces of land:

#all that land sliigate on the Island of Virginiuvs,..which is bounded

as follows: vis: beginning at a stake in the niddle of the sircet, and
running thence South 1247 vest 10 poles and 22% links to the south side
of a steone wall, thence down the same South B9 Last 7 poles and & lines,
thence with the meanderings of the river 5 62 20" E 9 poles and 123
linics, thence S 837 E 5 poles, thence K 877 45" E 20 poles and 23% links
to three ashes on the end of the island, thence crossing the strear until
it intersects with the line of the United States, thence up the river with
the United States line to a sycamore, thence crossing the stream to a
polnt of a rock at the water’s cage, corner to E. Vager’s (now the Win-
chester and Potomac Rail Company®s [Tract Ho, ) lot, thence, with the
gaid Wager’s line to a stake in the middle of the street, a corner to
said Wager’s let, and thence uwp the mickdle orf the street to the begin-
ning, centaining three acres, e the spme wore or less, being the same tract
or parcel of land which James Stubblefield and wife by deed Learing date
onn the 28th day of Uvcember, 1824, conveyed to Lewis Vernwaqg {excepting
and reserving, howewver a certain lot of land, part ol the tract just de-
scriked, on which the said Jesse Schofield now resides-and which, by deed
Boaring date tlay 25th 1835 was conveyed to the said Jesse Ly Joseph L.
Smith and the said John Wernwag and Margaret his wife-The said let of
land s0 reserved and excepted from the operation of this conveyance i=
bounded as follows, viz! peginning at @ point in the main slreet or road
running through the zaid island of Virginjuws—-running thence at right angles
with said street south, back to the millrace-thence parallel with ihe
gtreet and at richt angles with the last mentionesd line foriy feet down
the sajd millzrace, thence at right angles with the said last meniiloned
line, and parallel with the first, baca to the sireet, thence with the
gaid street forty feet bace to the beginning-said corters on the sireet
are indicated by staxes driven in the ground, }J-flsoc one other tract or
parcel of lapnd, adjacent to the tract just deseribed, and situale, lying
and being in said County of Jefferson, bounded as fellows: Deginning at
a cedar stake, in the north edoe of said Lewis Wernwag's [noew said Sche-
field and Johnt Wernwag’s) saw mill dam, thence N 7 3/4 E 4.4 poles to a
stake in Fontaine Beckham’s (now Herr®s) mill dam, ithence up the same 3
B3* W 13.5 poles to a 2mall ceday at the soeuth edge of said dam, thence
continuing up the dam S 89§° W 23.6 poles to two zaplings spouting out

of ono stump, thence 5 B2 w 12.5 poles to the Soulh post of the guard
gete at the head of the island, thence 5 45% W 7 poles to twe ash sap-
lings, thence, S 874’ € 11 poles to a pile of stones at the south edge

of the Island, thenee econtinuing down the river with lts meanderings H
823* E 26 poles Lo the upper end of the race wall, at the edge of the
river, thence with the same S 80 3/4¢ L 24 poles - thence 35 ®Gi! E 7.8
poles to said Lewis iwernwag’s (now said Josse Schofield and John Wern—
wag’s) corner, thence with his line crossing the saw mill dsm W 124*

—91.—.



“E 4,7 poles Lo a stone wall in said line, at the north edge of the saw
mill dia-thence up the stene wall which bounds the same W E234 W 15.3
poles 1o the baginning, containing two acres, three rods and ohe pole-
being the sawe tract or parcel of land which Fentaine Bechham and wife
and James Stubhlefield, by deed bearing dzte the 23rd day of March 1830,
conveyed to Lewia Wernwag., Also all estate, right, title and interest

of the said parties of the first part...in and unto a certain tract or
rarcel of land, containing Forty acres, situate in the said County of
Jefferson, including & part of the river Shenandeah, seme islands, rocss,
& being the same tract or parcel of land, whiclh, kv patent Learing date on
the 22nd day of Roverdwar 1834, was granted by the Commonweslth of Virginia
to George Stuliklefield, and bounded according to the said patent as follows:
Leginning at & red elm tree standing on the sounth hank of the Shenandoah
River about 3 poles ebove Hardins®s Ferry landing, thence crossing the
river W 54’ W 28 poles to an old sycamore stump, also a few poles above
the landing, and in a line of the stone wall that incleses the Unjited
States Lumber yard, thence up the river keeping with said wall S 88fY

11 poles, # 55% W 11 poles, H 417 W 2.3 peles, Joseph L. Emith & Co,

foot Lridge to the Isloand, the course continues with & wall in all 20,8
poles to an old sicoping Sycamore itree, 2 patent corxrner to the United
States land, thence keeping with the wall bwmilt by the United Jkates con
the margin of the river K 647 W 3.1 poles, thence N 784 W 17.2 poles,
thence north hallf a pole to an elm tree at Mars® necessary, thencs K

774* W 8 poles, bridge to Island fof Yirginius) centinued in all 19,5
poles, thence § 50F W 7.5 poles to un elm tree standing in the wall,
thence W 82* W 9.5 poles to a locust, thence H 84 W 11.4 poles to a
Mulberry treqﬁ, thepnce 3 857 & 4.8 poles te a stooping sycamere, thence
5 747 W 13 poles o0 an angle in said wall opposite foot of steps below
looe gate, thence 3 187 E, crossing loat course 5.2 poles (pasaing a
sycamorc I¥eg ncar the waste gate from dam) to the dam, thence up the
wall of the same passing the back of the large Blaoccsmiths shop S 737

W 7.l poles te the S5, W, corner of the sald shop, thence through the K.
W. edge of the dam 5 283 W 20 poles to the second grur of the guard wall
sbove the inlef for water to the island, it being on the lower epd of the
island on wWhich stands Capt. Hall's works, thenco crossing the river S
3547 W about 7% poles to an iron boli on the west side of a large split
in a large roer, thence with the meanders of the river to the keginning-
{These boundaries are laid down on the 1844 mapd Alse six undivided
sevenths (the remaining seventh being the property of the heirs of Wern-
wag deceased} of one other tract or parcel of land situated, lying and
being in the said County of Jefterseon and bounded as follows, viz., be-
ginning at a stace at theage of a drain, thence S 141 W 14.2 poles to

a rock, thence S 725* W 8.8 poles tv Ferrington®s corner, thence 3 324

¥ & poles o Whitefs corner, thence 5 74’ W 13 poles, thence W 657 E
2%.9 poles, thence S5 77 3/4f E 2B peles to the keginning, containing three
ecres, one rood and thirty nine perches, be the same mere or less, being
the same tract or parcel of land which wasweld by George Koweles in his
life time to Lewis wernwag, and of which a plat (which is now in the
possession of the wald Harperfs Ferry angé Shenandoah Manufacturing
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“Campany} was mede by a certain A, H. Glaser, and is heroly referred o
for a wore particular deseription (this last tract was located in South
D‘Dlivﬂu s ll” 26

On August 28, 1B4Y, the Company also purchased from Jesse Schofield
and his wifa for %1,600 most of Tract Fo. 3 (see page 83 of this repert},
thus uniting Tracts ko, 3 and ¢ under & common ownership.

In SJeptemier, 1847, the newspaper reported:

MEPACTORY AT HARFERS-FLERY .

e made a hasty examination on Tuesday last, of the fine building
erected on the Island of Vircinius, under the directien of James Gid-
dings, for the new Cotton Hamufacluring Company. The building is 1060
feet by 4% in the c¢lear, four steries Mdoh, and built in the most sub-
stantial and elegant manner., The machinery will 2 in operaticn in
& fow months,..” 27 .

In Harch, 1848, the following advertiszement appeared:

#T0 DRY GIIDE HERCHARTS,

The undersigned would rospecifully call the attention of Merchants
to the article of YARD-wWIDE SHEETIRG & SHIRTIRGS, now manufaciured by
the Harpers-Ferry and Shenandoah Hanufaciuring Company at Harpers-rer-
Iy,

He believes that the goods of their ill to ke fully equal to any
manulactured in the country, and therefore coliciis the attenticen of
Purchasers.

The contiguity of the ¥ill to the Baltiscre & Chio Failrwoad, the
Winchester & Fotomaec Kailread, and the Chesapeaite & Chie Canal, will
enable the undersigned to fill orders for any portion ef VWestern Vir-
ginia with promptness, and at less than Baltirore prices. He would
ase Merchants to give these goods a trial before purchasing clsewhere,

W. GIUDINGS,
Agent for the Harpers-Ferry & Shen, Man,
Co,.” 28

This notice, of course, indicates that the new caotion mill was in
full producticn by March, 1848.
26, Deed of B. & 5., August 24, 1847, Deed Boox 30, pp.l178-181, also
on Reel 11, V. 3, Pp.252-20).

2%, Virginia Free Press, September 16, 1847, p.3, c.l.

28, TIbid., HMareh 11, 1848, p.d, <.3.
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The same day the ncwspaper also reported:

SRNCTINR PAFER FACLORY.

It has bocn intimated thalt a Company will ke shortly formcd for the
exection of a Paper Factory on the Island of Yiraolnius, Harpers-Ferry,
contiguous to the present Collon Factery. The active head of the Cot-
ton Pactory, Jawes Giddings, Lsq., has encrgy of charseter and indomni-
table prrseveronce, and we have little doubt of lLis entire success in
reariag another édifice devoted to manvfacturing purposes,

Thisz, with the one proposed to be erccted by Jir, Ellis, a shart
distance above Harpers Perry, will rendsr cur County quite & paper
mart.” 2%

This proposcd building, as we shall see, Was completed in July, 1849,

and was actually utilized as a second Catten Factory.

In Qctaler, 1848, howsver, eertain dari financial cleouds appeared
on the horizon., On Qctober 5, 1848, Eichard Parxer, John Moler, and
A. H. Herr reported to the Borad of Dircctors of the companys

"*The wndersigped to whom was referred the resolution of the Board of
May 1, 1848, direeting them to arrange and setile all matters in refer—
ence to the righls and titles of the yeal estaie boelenging o this come
pany, and to reccive, have exeruted and recorded the proper cvidences
thereoy, beg lcave to repori, that a decd conveying to the Colpany in
fee simple the property purchased Ly it from Jesse Schofield and John
HWernwag was on the 24th of Avgust of last yoar sealed and acinowledged
by all the gprantorzbut has not yet lboen delivered te the Company, ner
recorded because of this difficulty of peiing ithe paymenis arising from
the faet that Jehn Wernwag, one of the Crantors, had several yecars aga
executed a mortgage or deed of trust to Josiah Pennington of Haltimore
upon his interest in said properity. This debt thus rade an incumbrance
upon this property amounts to the sum of Six thousand Dellars, with in-
terest thereon from the 1st day of July last. And heing entircly the
debt of zaid John lernwag, it is, in the opinion of this Committee Laut
proper that it should e thrown exclusively upon Jobn Wernwag and his
interest in the cash and stocs to e paid For the said properiy, pro-
vided the Company can ke rendersd secured and not exposed to cmbarrase-
ment Ly so deing.”

29, Yirginja Fire Press, March 11, 1848, p.2, c.l.
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# Twe Thovsand Dollars, part of said mortgace dekt, has been ecalled forx
Ly Mr. Penningten, and the President of this Corpany 15 now about o pay
the suim out of the cash payment Lo be made to Schofield and Wernwag, and
the undersiganed feel assured that, by imcedng the inverest runctually, the
repainder of said deldt will not be rocuired for a reasonable time, and i
called for Ly la. Fenninoten, its ameount wonld Yo readily advaneed by any
one having meney to invest, who would tawe an assignment ol the security
to himself, HAnd from ihis, the commiitee is of the opinicn, that the
Company would Le perfectly secured [rom loss cn acccunt of this debt of
the albove namcd fncumbrance, Ly aotaining in it owr account for its so—
curity frem the sum to e paid in cash iy it, the sum of Twonty iwo

kg L

Il

1

hundred dellars, and from the stoo: to be delivered by it Ferty eight Tundred .

dollars=Thus reserving =even thousind dellars to meet an incurnbrance of
Six thousand Poilars. And whercas the proportions, in which the cash and
ihe stoci agreed to b2 paid and delivered to the sajid Scheficold and Vern-
wag shall be divided boctweoen iliem, has ixen fixed and agreed on oy caid
Schefield and Yerrwag, and this Commiltee thinks that the arcunts alove
proposed to Le retained should be deducted exelusively from the share of
said John Wernwac-is that the eniiye amsunt of cash to be paid and of
stocic to be delivered to Jesse Schefielad nay be paid or issved and de—
livered to him, so that no further diffienlty may exist to stay the de-
livery of the deed aforesaid to this Company. HNow this Comaittee recon—
mand to the Board that the szid sum of Twenty Twe Hundred Dollars in cash,
and Forty Eight lundred Dellars in Steck, ke retained by this Company, out
of the cash to be paid, and the stocs 10 be delivered to said John Vern-
wag, to mect the said debt from his te said Penningtonand that the re-
sidue of the cash payment and of the 'stocz payment be setiled with the
parties at once, taking care that not mere than Yhirty Thousand Dellars
in cash and stogic e paid or delivercd ocnh account of this said property-
and also that the cenveyance aforesaid be at the same time delivered fo
the Company, so that it may e duly recorded,..” 30

On Hovembzr 9, 1848, to secure {10,000 borrowed from Abraham Herz,
the Company put into trust with William T. Daugherty three tracts of land,
Tract Ho. 4 conveved by Jesse Schofield and Jehn Wernwag on August 24,
1847, Tract Ke, 3 as conveved by Schefield on fugust 28, 1847, and on?
frem John W. Moler that was recorded in Deed Book Ho. 29 on page EEG.JI
30, Reel 11, V.3, pp.376-377.

31. Deed of Trust, November 9, 1848, Deed Fook 30, pp.617-619.
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On January 1, 1645, the Company also reeceived from Richard Parker,
Special Comalssioner in the case of Jesse Sehofiecld & uife and John

Wernwag & wWife werus the heirs of George Rowles, the deedio the undivided
33
gix-seventh interest in the lot in Bolivar.

The meney borrxcowed ot Herr in Hovenber, 1848, may have been usecd
to econstract a new factory on Tract le. 4. In any event, the now factory
uilding was completed in July, 1849, as the newsﬁnper reporteﬂ at that
time:

MYALLEY COTTCH FRCTCRY,
HARPEHS-FEREY .

We paid a flying visit to this esiablishument on Friday last, which
has just commenced operations under ihe charge of ilessrs. FUANBROUGH &
JOHLSOW,. This facteory is capalkle of mamlfacturing 400 lbs. of Cotton
yarn, 1100 lbs of Batting, and 40 lks. of Candle wick per day. The
ILujlding is ofF hricex, 4 stories high--57 by 48 feet ir thz clear. The
Hachinery consists of seven Carders, four Spinning frames (called the
Danforth Cap Frame,)] twe Feels, and Warning Hill, &c. This estanlish-
ment enploys some of the best and mest exoerienced hands new in this
country-—some of them from establishements ia Manchesteor, Inglang.

It is to e hopea that these enterprising genilemen will find ready
sale for their yarn, &o., as we believe, from inspsction, their articles
wWill compare advantageously with these of any other in this country.--
Let Merchants and cthers of the Valley, give them a trial, and we doukbt
not they will be fully compensated,..” 3

The new fiym itself advertised:

#NOTICE
VALLEY MILL3, IARPERS-FERLY, VA.

The subscribers are happy in being abie to inform the people reslding
in the Valley of ¥irginia and surrcunding ecountry, that they have in full
operation thelr COTTCH MILL, and are now manwrfacturing all HNes. of Cotien
Yarns uscd by the woollen manufaciurers and planters, warped and sized in
the manner used by them.

Cur machinery is new and of the most imgroved kind; made by Charles
Duffield, of Palterson, Hew Jerscy. Wwe have spared ne pains or expease
in having it fitted up in the best manner, and feel Jjustified in saying

33, Resl 11, Y.3, pp.271-274, Deed Door 30, p.217.

J4. Virginia Free Press, p.2, c.S-ﬁUﬁbi'jffY‘?
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¥ihat we can manufacture as goog an article alorcsaid &5 any M1l in
the Countyy, having the most experiepced mon and oporatives.
We hope the citizens ol the Valley and surrounding eountry will
give us their patronage te promote the spirit of eatorprise legun in
this part of Virginia, that has 20 long remained dormant wiih suck facilities
in her power, MNerchante before going cast will Find it te their ad-
vantage lo give us a ecall and examine our stociz, asz we manulfacture
Cotton yarn, Warp, Baltling, Candle wicking, &oo STANEROGGH & JOHLECH.™ 35

Corttelivs Johnson and Ira Stanbrovwgh conlinued to epcrale the
38
Valley Faclory through 1850. In ¥ay, 1E40, James Giddings was again

€lacted president of the Barpers Ferry and Shenandoah MHanufacturing
Company; merbers of the Board of Directors at that time were: C, Fage,

J. H. Funkle, John Moler, A. Rhuleman, Via, F. Alexandria, W. A. o=
37
Cormick, John Yates,

In April, 1850, A. 5. Huddock advertised:

T0 TIE FULLIC
LIMER FCR SALE.

The subscrilber has rented the Saw-ifill on the Island at Harpers-
Ferry, called the lernwag Mills, and has on hand 40 to 50,000 feoot
&f Pipe Plank for zale, from MNaked Creek, Pige County, Said Lumber
is fit for use, the greater share of it being Filo-dried, and is of
Firgt-rate guality, Also, on hand, a large quaniity of Timber cnsawed,
to fit bills of nest ahy dimension, #rom one Teot up to two in thlici-
and from twenty feo sixty feet in length. Persons wishing Eills eof
Junler, will have them attended to at short notice, Farmers wishing
sawing done foy their own use, will Le accommodalted as scon as they
will bring their logs to the mill..

H.B. The subscriber will alwavs L found at his office on the
Iziand to attend te galls.” 38

35. XMirgibia Free Fress, August 2, 1848, p.3, c.2.

36. DeedSof Trust in Deed Eocolk 31, Januvary 4, 1850, p.4; Jamaary 3,
1850, pp.4+5; January 10, 1850, p.6; Januvary 11, 165G, p.7.

37, XMirginla Pree Press, lay 9, 1850, p.2, c.3.

38, IXlid., fpril 25, 1850, p.3, c.l,

- 36

PR B TR LI Tl T gy e —




John Wernvwag apparently leased the machine shop frem the Company
for in fugust, 1850, he advertised for sale "WIHDOW S5ASH FASTENLRS,
manufactured by Wernwag of Harpers Fernr."o'ﬂ

Data on the people who lived and worked on the Island of Vir-
ginius in 1850, will e found in the REecords of the Census of 1E50,
Volume 12, pp.800~810 {on microfilm reel 16, Volume 2, pp.9%8-103).
Approximately 186 persons were living in 31 dwelling houses on the
Island in 1850. Hany of these pceople were from the Horth and some
_from England., |

In 1830 the Harpers Ferry and Shenandwah Manufacturing Company:
threw a dam across the Shenandoah Eiver, and construeted a new river
wall, as shown en the 1843-185]1 map at the end of this chapter, This
construction 1s revealed Liy correspondence between fajor Svmington
and Gencral Talcott of the Crdnance bepartmcnt in Januayy, 185}, over
the damace helng caused to the water wheels of the rifle factory on
the island abwve Yirginiuvs by hackwater from tne new daﬁ. The oovern-
ment went tc eourt te ferce the eccmpany te mase sdjustments in the dam
to correct this Situ&tinn.4n

In April, 1851, President James Giddings advertisecd:

HROTICE,

FCR RLKT, THE LARGE 24w MILL, AT
FARPERS-FERRY, VA.

39. Yirginia Free Press, August 9, 1850, p.l, c.l.

40. Hational Archives, Brig. Genl. Geo. Talcott to lajor Symingion,
January 11, 1832, Recel 19, V.3, p.444: Syminglton to Talestt, Jamuary
15, 1851, keel 24, Y.3, pp.287-288; Talecott 1o Secretary of wWar Conrad,
Janvary 16, 1851, Reel 20, V.l, p.70. Conrad to John C, Clark, Solici-
tor of the Treasery, January 21, 1851, Heel 14, V.12, poll72; Taleott
to Bymington, Jamwary 25, 1B5), Fecel 195, V.5, p.446. Symingten to Tal-
cott, April 23, 18351, iFeel 24, V.4, pp.347-348. Talcott to Symington,
April 24, 1851, Reel 19, V.5, pp.456-457; and Symingten to Taleott, May
1, 1851, Recl 24, V.4, p.354. -

- 59—



On Hovember 22, 1848, in purswance of the recommendalion of the
Comnittee o the Board of Direcltors of the Harpers Yerry and Shenanw
doah Mamuifaeluring Company, James Gicdings, Jesse Schofield and John
Viernwag were induced to sign the following docwneant:

Mpon a sciilament of the accounts of the Harpers Ferry & Shendre
deah Hamufacturing Company with Jesse Schofield and John Vernwag for
the parchase of the real property purchased by it frem them on the
island of VWirginius and in Eolivar, made this 22nd day of Woveniwery 1B45-
There is found due froa the Company on acecunt of said purchase in ecash
Seven Thousand and Fifty Dellars-and in stock Eichteen Thouszand Two
Hundred and Fifty Dollars-of which cash we direct said Comgpany to pay to
James Giddinus Three Thousand Five Pundred and Fifty Three Dollars forty
cents ($3554.4C)-and the halance of said cash, being Threc Thousand Four
Hundred and Winty Six Dollars sixty cents ($5496,60}) is Lo he paid to
Jesse Schofield-of the stoo: Seven Thousand Dollars will be delivered io
James Giddings and the malance ther-of; keing Dleven Thousand and Two
Hundredg and Fffty Dollars, to Jesse Schefield.

This seltlament embraces the swm of Four Thousand Light Hundred Dellars
in stecks, and Two Thousand Twe Huindred Dollars in cash, together mazing
the ohe sum of Seven Thowsand Dollars, retained by the Company io meet a
mortgage or incumbrance granted scme years age, (and new for Six Thougand
Dollars with interest from the first day of Uctoker last,) Ly John Werp-
wag to Jeaisa Penpington of Baltimore-This debt of 56,0060 is te be paid hy
the Company- and the said cum of Seven Theusand is retained by it to pro-
vide against ioss. In this settlement John Vernwag is alse charged »1th
the sam of Four Fandred Forty Three Dollars two cents (3449,02) the o
rmount appearing against him on the bocks of the Company-leaving now a
delbt from him to sald Company, exclusive of all paitters introcuced inte
this scttloment, of Une Hundred and Forty ding Dollars forty seven and
a half ecents-which sum is charced to him on the boors of this Conwany
as of this date,

The said cash to ke paid to said Giddings and to zalid Schofield shall
have interest at 6 per cent per anmum from the 1=t day of April 1847,

Thiz seltlenent has becoh made by vs the day aforesaid, and was excoepted,
and hereby taie 1t as a [ull settlement of all matters relating to saia
joint real property perchased by said Jompany of said VWernuag & Scholield,
In testimony whoreof we hereunifo set cur hands the day & year first here-
in written, the said James Giddinogs, Presideht of said Company being
authorised 5o to do by an ordey made by the Board of Direclors of said
Company on the lZth day of Oclomer J1843,.,.7 iz

32, FEeel 11, ¥.3, pp.275-2%7.



#This 3ill has a Circular and sct of Latle Saws attached., The
Mill will eat lumber 50 to 60 feet long and is in good woriing order,

flse, twse LARGE RLUCHS, 45 by G0 feet, apd 11 feet between stories,
with water povcr Tor any =ind of machinery. This loecation iz well a-
daplied for a Weellen Mill, ¢r Cotten and VWorllen mixed...” 4]

Cn September 4, 1801, the Company put all of the property purchosed
from Jesse Schofield wnd Jonn Wernwag on fugust 24, 1847, into trust with
Ceorge B. Beall o scoure £5,000 owed the Eank of the Yalley at Charles

52
Towm. Thiz event apparently marked the becinning of the end for the
company and the firm was soen involved in eourt action.

A general meeting of Stoekholders of the Company was held on the
Island of Yircinius on Felryuary 19, 1852, Cificers of the Company at
this time were J, M, Munkel, President, and the Directors were: A, B.
Hanson, Jumes Giddings, Calvin Page, John lMoler, George B. Beall, W.

D, Rlexander, ¥. C. ¥cCormick, Adam Fhulman. Xr. Abrakam i, Herr was
43 ’
Secretary.
At this meeting it was apparcenitly decided to 5ell the property,
for on April 8, 1852, Secretary A. H., Herr advertised:
“PA0 SALE: EXTCESIVE REAL LSTATE, WATER PCWER
AkD TACTCOHY BT HARPEDS FERRY.
On May 19, 1852.

e The Inprovemants counsist in part, of two large Bricx Factory
Puildings, designated Ho. ) and bo. 2, of the mozt permanent character.
Ho, 1 is 1G4 by 48 Feet, and Ho. 2 60 by 4% feet, both four Stories and
Tin Heofs..,C'e quote here ealy the section about the second factory as

this information is cmilted from the advcortissment that follows and
which is quoted in full)#

41, ¥irginia Frec Press, April 4, 1851, p.d, c.d.

42, Deed of Trust, September 4, 1851, Deed Beoc 32, Ep.00-51, alsc
Reel 11, V.3, pp.247-251, A&lso Deed of Trust, Septemler 4, 18531, to
Lowa, Deed Boox 32, pp.v2-43,

43, V¥irginia Pree Press, Tebruary 12, 1852, p.3, c.2.
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PEACIOHT 0. 2Y
#_ . Two storics, leased and occupied for the mamifacture of Cotlon
yarnz, clo,
., Jhe aggrecate annuwal rent now receiving is 1,080, 44

The Cirouit Superioxr Court for Jefferson County, hewever, inter-
vened to preveal the sale in Hay, 1832, Iat ordexcd sveh a sale to be
held in January, 1853. The notice of the Court sale gives us our fullest
description of Tract Ko, 4 in 1852 and we, therefore quote it in fuwll:

wSALE OF VALUACELE VATER-POWER
ALD
FaCI0REY PROIERTY,
AT HARFERS-FLERY, YA.
VIDER DECKLE OF COURT.

By Virture of a Decree of the County Court of Jefferson, rendered at
the Novomber term, 1852, in the chancery cause therin depending between
E. B. Davidson & Harris, plaintiffs, and the Farpers-Ferry and Shenan—
doah Manufacturing Company, the undersigned, as Special Commissioners
appointed in said deeree, will procced to gell, at public auctien to
the hichest bidder, on Saturday, the 22nd day of January next, 1803,

ALL TiE PROFZRIY,

FEAL ERD PRRESCHAL,
on the Island of Virginius, belenging to or in the peossession of gaid
Mamufaecturino Company, enbracing as to the real esftate about six acres
of land, &c., siiuated on said island, adjoining Harpers-¥Yerry, with
its appurtenant Water-Pouer.

THIS W&TER PUWGTE, if properly developed, is capable of driving al-
most an unlimited amount of machinery.

The improvescnts copsist in part, of a large BRICY FACTORY DJILDING,
of the most permanceni characier, 104 by <& feat, four stories high, vith
¥in roof.

TMwe Factory is filled with the most approved machinery; built by
Charles Danforth. of Liew Jerscy, in 1848, to wit:

CARDILG DEPALTHLLT.

One Pattent (sie) Cotton Qpener and Cleaner, new; 2 Pickers for
double operation; 18 thirty-six inch Carding Engines, with railway
and heads attached; 3 Patent Drawing Frames, very superier; & Double
Eollcr Deam SpecdoIs.

SPINNING DEPARTHEET

18 Frawes, each 132 Spindles--2,376.

44, Virainia Free Press, Rpril 8, 1832, p.3, C.la
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MDRESZLNG DEPARRTINAT

4 Pregsing Frames, with Copper Sieam hHeavers; 6 Cradle Warpors,
new, Leslt class.

WEAVI NG DEPARTTENT.

U7 Looms, 87 of which arc now in operation, for 4-4 Sheetinos,
driven by twe aew iron Turbine wheels, 5 feot 10 inches in diageter
each, [rom lhe Estab}isluent of E. C. Kilkurn & Co., Fall River, Mas
sachuselts,

Ircn Shafting, Gearing and Pullies of the most amproved Finish,
with Composition Boxes.

Une Cloth Press; 1 Seraper and Brugh bachine, Barnding Hachines;
Lathe and Toocls for Foller covering, &c.

EEPATR SEOP.

One new 12 feot iron Wurning Engine Lathe, with Serew apparatus
attached. OUne ditto ditte Hand Lathe.

The Factory iz heated by steam with pipes, on the most approved
plan,

Thera is an Cifice, Biore Noom and wWaste House attached to the
Factory.

Theges further inprovements are a STGEE MACHIRE LHCF, 20 by 30
feet, 3 slories high, leascd and occupied (FACTCEY KO, 2 is omitted
in this accountd

L SAW FILL, 100 hy 36 fect, weather Loarded, with iron Water-

Wheel and ocecupied by the Company.

A two slory BRICH EUILDING, oecupicd by the Company, as a Store.
Four large DWELLILG HCUSLES, tue steories, stone and rewugh casi: Five
BRICL TEFEIERTI, two stories; and five WOJIDEN COTILCIS, one and a
half sicries.

A more detailed description of sajd property is deemed unnecessary,
as those who may desire o purchase will deoubtloess corefully cexamine
the property for bhemselves-——it iz selieved however that such an opper-
tunity for profitasle investirent in manvfacturing property has rerely if
ever lxeh offered in the United States, A, H. Herr, Esz., residing on
the island, will show the propdises to any one desiring Lo purchasze.

The winchester and Polomac Railread runs throucgh the prepises, and
within 100 yards of the Factory-—{ims offering every facility for trans-
portation.

Texmns of Sale, by direction of said decrce, are as follows, 1o wii:
One~fourth of the purchase tmwoney cash on the day of the sale, and the
roesidue in three equal apnual payments, cach deferrod to hear intercost
from the date of sale, and to ke gacured oy the heonds of the purchaser, and
a deed of frust upon the premises, so drawn as to secure the payment of
each instelment (zic) as they respeciively lLecome due,

Sale to taxze plzce con the premises at acout 12 efeleck, H,, of the
day above mentioned, AHDREM WTDR,

cpecial Commissianer.'” 15

4%. ¥irginia Freoe Press, December 9, 1852, p.3, c.d.
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Thus ia fperil, 1852, Tracts Ko, 3 and 4, which were owned by the
Harpers Ferry & Cherandoah Manufacturing Copysany, contained two eollon
Ffactories, cre saw nill, one machine shop and 15 dwelling housos or a
total of 19 kuildings. %The description of Factery Me. 2 in the dApril
C8, 1852, advertisement and its awmission in the Decowmber, 1852, notice
probably indicates that the Factory erceted in 1849 was destroyved in the
greal fleed of April 18, 1852,

FLOODS AT EARFELRS FeklY, 16840-165E

Beforc considering the 1845-18%1 map, we shall first present the
evidenos availal-le on fleoeds that streck the Islard of Virginius and
Harpers Ferry <uring the period 1845 to 1852, Two minor and one major
flood struek this arca in that period,

On heverler 5, 184G, the newspaper reported:

#IEAVY RAILS-~HIGH WATERS

The fall af rain on Saturday, dunday and Monday last was comsiant,
and at fimes heavy. 7The sun has been obzcured entirely since Priday,
with the eXception of o ray or two that darted through some misty
clouds on Honday afternoen. We have great fear that the heawvy fall of
water will be produstive of an ifmrense deal of damage along Lhe variows
water courses, The Potomrae and Shenandozh riwvers were rising rapidly
on “uesday afternoon, and a gentleman whe has lived all his life near
the Potomac, states that it was within twe feet of the highest water
mark, when he left, and was then ravidly rising, at the rate of a foot
an hour.

F.5. The water of the Shenandoah and Potomac are doing a great deal
of injury at ¥arpers Ferry. Families have hoen driven from their hones,
which were almost opompletely inundated.

The water ic inee ceep in a portien of Shenandoah street, and some
Five or mix feet in the kitchen of Capt, Abell of the U, 3. ietel CGwmich
was located on Lots Yoo 6, 7 and part of 8 in the Vager Ferry Lot

Wa left Harpers=Perry at nine ofcleci: on Tuesday night; the waler
wasz within a foot of the Eail Road Jridge, and still slowly rising——
about twe inches an heur. Creat fears are enlertained for its saiety.

We learn from passengers in the Curberland train, that the small
wvater courscgs further vp the Potorac are hicheor than ever lbeflore known,

-103

b T ————— = ————— -

Mo Al n A e b et o T — A ——— = A o ke = b

A MR St Rl - PO, A e

o A bl T oy 1 o T AL



Hand when we taize inito consideration that this water iz ved {o pasgs
down, it may well strengihen ithe fears for the sofety of the Rail-
Foad DBridge at Harpers-rerrv.

YVie have not heard of any less of lile.® 48

The railroad bridge, however, was nol Gestroyed, The secoand rinor
floed cecurred in Hovember, 1847, The newspapers reported of this
eventt

YHIGH WATER AGATH!

The heawy raiws of last week caused the Sheonandoah Kiver to rise
higher than during the memorable freshet of Ccotober last. Its effect
at Harpers-Ferry, howsever, was not half as dicastrous as during the
great rise of the Fotemas in Cctober. The last named river was gquite
high, but fortunately not in proportion Eo that of the Shenandeah.

. In some of the shops cobnecied with the Armoyy business waz suspendod
for & shert time, in eonsequence of the inundation, and many of the
cellars of houses were Iilled, particularly on Shepandoah streeit, where
many families were compelled 1o leave their dwelling and scex shelicr
elsevwhere.

We would suggest to the authoritics at Harpers-Ferry, whether it
would not be right arnd proper fo pake an abatement jn the rent of thosze
LArmory dwellincg) hiouses on Shenandoah Streeot, owned Ly ithe Goveratent,
in view of the great losses the ocgupanits are constantly supjected to,
the disadvantacges they labor under, and inconvenience experienced in
removing so frequently Irom their howes; besices, the expense and lapbor
attendant upon a proper cleansing and wventilation of the several pre-
mises. Certainly, such a reduction could not be viewed in any other
light than most commendable and praise worthy . 47 .

Rents on the Government Dwelling Houses located on Shenandoah
Street were remitted by the Armory to their employees on this cccasion
48
for one~quarter of the vear.

The major floed of this peried straci Harpers Ferry on April 18,

1852; the newspaper descriked it as follows:

46. Mirginia Free Press, November 5, 1846, p.Z, c.l.

47. Ibid., December 7, 1647, p.2, c.B.
48. Snell, Charles W., "Historic fullding Feport, Part I and IT, for

ldy, No. 4B,-an Arwcrerts Dwelling House, Cctoker 3), 1953, p.105 and
also remitted in 1B85Z.
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SORERT RESEET AT ARPENS-FEREY.

Cur county has leen visited hy an awful calamity.--The wldest inhapi-
lants never before wilnessed such a rise in the waters of {the Potonae
and Shenancdoah river,——The inundation came upon us like an avalanche--suddon,
uncxpected and overvwhelming.

It comumenced raining about 4 ofclocr PuM. on Saturday last, snd con-
timeed without intermission, until lTucaday ot neen. It fell, however, so
gently that no ene anfticipated more than an ordinary swelling of the
streams. On Honday, fearful forbodings kegsa to ke entertained by the
now sorely striceen inmhaldtants residing ncer the juncticn of the two
rivers, lut still there wss ne dread thal the "hioh water-mares,” known
for a century——would bhecome sulmerced--that the ever momcralle freshet
of 1847, weuld ke a purling strean, compared with the aogry, terribls
and devastating torrent that was quicily to rush uvpon them, drive thowm
from their firesides and leave their habitations looe afar, lixe islands
dotted over the sea, Thera was ng thought or expectation like this, and
cohsequently no extracrdinary effort made to remeve their household cof-
fect, even their food and garments, ocut of reach of the destructive ele-
ment, .

Dy Tuesday merning che streets of Rarpers Terry, hed kecome channels
for mighty rivers, and the second and third storjes and house-ieps,
resting places for its distressed itnhabitenis.

Boats, gondelas and rafts were brought into requisition to remocve
marny families Irom their cherished howes 1o the meighboring hills, where
they could keheld, with frightful mincs and wore hearts, their cvery
earthly comfort become a prey io the ™unbridled flood.” ¥he, unless
his heart were made of stones, could witness scefms like these and nat
shed tears of bleood? ™

..«pErsocns Weye borne intec eternity upon the troubled kosem of this
inlend ocean. Two Tamilies were heard at midnicht, amid the din of this
war of elements crying for help, Eut lefore morning’s dawo, their habiia-
ticns werc no meore to be segn--having been carried avay by the resisi-
less current.

If there ever was a time when it should become the citizens of
Jefferson-«the acsnowledged garden spot of this good old Commonwealth--
to give substantial evidence of their charity, of their ghilanthropy,
of their humanity, in a word, of the possesgion of those noble traits
of character which should adorn the character of human heing formed
after the imagw of their Maker, THAT TILE 585 CCHE, Then will He, whose
aftfliciive disponsaticn broucht on these woes, reward them ten fold.

P.5.—-The destructicn ¢f property is beyend 21l description. very
heuse on Shenandocah and Poiomac streets was almost entirely subficrgod--
the water being six feet higher than at any olher pericd within the
recallecljon of man. BLl the bridges szave one, on the Winghester kail
Read from Shenandeah City to the Forry, together with the trestle work,
and a portion of the road is gone--also the bridge leading the Herz’s Mill
{the bridge to the Igland of Virginius from the mainlang}. Great danage
has alse been done to the Chesapgake and Ohdio Canal. Although the water
was up te the Potomac Bridge, yeot it withsteood the tide, and is safe.”
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#The loss of preperity Delonging te the U.D, Armery, as well as to
private cilizens, camnot at Lreseut ke estimated, Lut is veory great.
Ve will endeavor next woek to pive particulars,

Wa truzt ouy KReprescniative in Congress will make an effert to
procure an appropriation for the relicf of the artizans of Harperu-
Ferry. 7They are part and parcel of the government; and they should
not be peimitied to sustain the heawy lesses without remineration.”™ 45

1 L ST e T AT Ty s T

SUMLAEY RHD 1848 KAP

This sumrary has been prepared by comparing James M. EBrown®s
1844 map of the Island of Virgianius with 3. Hu%@l Brown®s 1848 “Map
of Harpers Ferry-Prepared in compliance with Letter to Maior Symingten,
April 22, 1848," and both nmaps suﬁplemented with evidence from the
documentary sources presented in this chapter. The original eof the
1848 map (reproduced in the Harpers Ferry Master Flan as Drawing Ho.

N¥~IiF 3000} bears evidence of having been preopared by twoe different

hands and et different dates. The gquesticens of by whem and when, are

of course, of some importance, The answer to these questions has new been
solved., All of the original of the 1848 map drawn and lettered in blacoe
ink [Legend No, 1 to 42 inclusive, plus letters 0 to Z on Drawing Uo.

BF 3000} was prepared in 1848 by S. H. Brown and showd conditicons as of
1346, All features, letiers, and numbers drawn on the original map in

red ink {or Legend ¥o. 43 to Ho, 51 on Drawing He. Wl-EF 3000) were

added Ly Major John Symington, Superintendent of the Armory, in January,
1851, to show how the new dam in the Shenandeah River was causing a

a0
backwater that was injuring the water wheels of the Hall Eifle Faclory.

49, V¥irginia Freec Press, April 22, 1852, p.2, <.l.

50, PBrigadier Geperal George Taleoit to Major Symington, January 11,
1851, Reel 19, V,3, p.4i4. Symington to YTalcott, Jarnwary 15, 1B5),
Reel &4, V.3, pp.287-288.
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Thus this map shows conditiens gencrally in Harpers Ferry as of 1648
and in relation to the Island of Virginius in particular, is amended
and corrected down to Janwary, 1851. In asdditien, the two mills, drawm
crudely in red pencil on the rriginal 1848 map, over Eldg. 20, 21, 22
at the Hall Rifle Pactory,.and Bldg, Ho, 11 in the Musket Facltory ircect
[or on Drawing No. NM-HF 3000 over Eldgs. Fo, 39 to 41 and over Uldg.
¥o. 11), were added to the original map after 1869. |

TRACT NO. 1 -~ The Jron Foundry Lot: (Five blue colored lmildings as

in 1844) Cwned in 1832 by Kagh Gilleece and Alexander Brown.
Bldg. Ne. 1l Iron Foundry (An oil m41) standing in 1834 that was con-
verted inte an iron foundry in 1835 Iy Hr. Gillcecel.

Bldy, He.o 26+ A chopping mill (erected by Hugh Gillesce in 184G},

Bldg. He. 24: Prokably a dwelling house (standing in 1834).

Bldo, Fe. 25: Prokably a stable or small shop (standing in 1834),

Bldg, Mo. 27: A large dwelling house {standing in 1834},

TRACT WO, 2 - The ™Island Millse” Fleour #ill lot: (Two red colored

buildings} Owned in 1852 by Abraham RB. Herr,

Bldg, Ko. 2: The large stone flour mill imown as the "Islana Milla”,

constructed by Luther I. Cox in 1840,

Bldg, No. 22: A dwelling house [standing in 1834).

Bldgs. H and &, shown on the 1844 map, are not éhcwn on the 1848 map.

It i1z prekbable, however, from the census of 1850, that thers was actually
a second dwelling house standing on the property in 1848 even though this
bullding is no delineated on the 1848 map.

TRACY WO, 3 and 41 (17 orange colored buildings on the map] From
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decumentary sources, however, it 1s kaown that lhoere wore 19 buildings
on the property in 185E. These two tracts were owned by the hHarpers
Ferry and Shenanadoah Manufaciuring Company in 1838,

Bldg. Ko, 3: Saw Mill, 100 by 38 feet, weather boarded, with iron

water wheel [standing in 1834},

Cldo. ho. 41 5Stone tachine Shop, three stories high, S0 by 30 feci

{standing in 1£34).

Bido, Fe. 5: Cotton Pactory erected in 1849, B0 by 48 feet, brick
building four stories high, with Tin Heof, FProbably destroyed in

fload of April, 1852,

Fldg. ko. 6: Cotton Factory erected in 1847, 104 by 45 feet, four
stories high and kuilt of brick on stone foundation, tin recf. Factory
heated Ly steam and lighted with gas.

Bidg, ¥o. 71 Frame house Eprobabl?1standing in 1834).

Bldg. Ho. B Smith Shop (standing in 1334).

Blde, Ho.o 9 and 10: Eemoved in 1849 to make way for conatruction of

Cotlton Factory-CGldo. LKo. 3.

Bildeg, ho. 11: Frame carriage house {(standing in 16844).

Eidg, Ko. 12: Frame House, iwo stories, brice filled (prokakly standing

il.'l. 1534] ]

Dldeg, Mo. 13: Frame house, one story, Lkricik filled and rough cast

{prokably standing in 1834).

Blda..Ho. l4: B frame housc, one sltory, brick f£illed and rough cast,

{probably standing in 1834},
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Ilgg. Mo, 15: (Tracl 3) Twe family stone stuccoed house, standing in
1634,

Lldr, Mo. JG:  (Tract 3} One family stane stuccoed house, standing in

-l iin nm——r—

1834, Lote:; Depot of W. & K K.E. Co, noved from Tract 3 in 1847.

Bldy. ¥o. 18: Oingle brick dwelling heuse (probably standing in 1834},

Blda, ko, 19: A double Lbrick dwelling house {prokably standing in 1834},

Didg, Ko, 20: Small brick dwelling house {probably standing in 1834).
Blda., o, ?1: {net shown on 1844 map) probably a two siory brick dwelling
house,

Blda, Mo, 23: A small frame dwelling house (standing in 1834).

Dam: Across Shepandoah erected by Company in 1850,

Eridqge: Island to mainland destrcfed in flood of 1852,

TRACT Q. 5: f{one purple colored building).

Bldg. Y¥We. 17: A two story krick dwelling house. PHouse and let owvmed and

coceunied in 1852 by Jesse Schofield,

The 184f~51 map shows 23 kuildings being located on the Island of Virginius
in 1851, Docwaentary soureces, however, indieate that there were probably
at least 28 buwildings on the islend in 1852,

Hoter Dldg, YMe, 21 on 1848 ¥ap: The following data probably relates lo

House Ho, 21:

HCOMMIESI0EER 715 SALE .

Under the authority of a decree of the Circuit Supericr Court of Law
and Chancery for the county of Jefferson, render in a cause depending in
sald Court, wherein G, W, Seppingien and others are plaintiffs, and James
E. Wilkins and others are defendants, I shall, as a Commissicner appoint-
ed by said decree, offer for sale, on SBaturday the 30th day of fugust,
inst. (OBeSY ..., &

FRICK HCOUSE,
AND THE
LOT OF GROUND,
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#Sttuated near the Island Mills, Virginiuvs--being the properiy sceld Ly
J. Schofield and others to zaid Wilkins.
The title is deemed indigputable, the sale auwthorised by the decres
being directed for the payment of the Lalance on the purchase money...
Y. C. WORTHFERGTOY, Com®r.” 51

On Qetcolar 13, 1851, Commissiconer William YWorthington seold to Jesse
Schofield for 5451.00 the following lot:

. .8 Cortain piece or parcel of greund and the house thereon, which
is described in the papers & proceedinas of a suit pending in the said
Court in the pame of George W. VWappington & olhers plaintiffis and James
B, Wilkins & other defendants as follows 'a certain house and lot now
{then} ccocupied and in the possession ©f Joseph Shumarer on the Island
of Virginiuvs and beunded on the west by the line of Eoland Heflebower &
Co. (lract ¥o. I), and rusning back akeut ninety five feei and fronting
on the street ghoul Fifty ope & half foet that is from the upper or
cross line te four feet bolow said Shumakey house and fthence running
back parallel with the upper line the same distance to the hank of the
saw mill race™ a1l of which will more fully appear by 4 paper in writdng,
being Articles of agreement between Jesse Behofield & John Wernwaog and
James B, Wilging dated Decepber 12th 1837 and which is made an exhibit
in said cauvse...”™ o2

NCTES: Stone for the foundation of Cotton Facteory, Bldg. ¥eo. B, was
quarried from the rock cliffs logated on the Horth side of the Harpers
Ferry Turnpike Road, as it lcaddfrom Harpers Ferry to the Rifle Factory.
Fermissicn was granted Hr. Gilddings Iy the Armory to guarry this rock at
that point, which was owned by the United States, as the reoad was very
"narrow and the rock rises from it almost perpendicularly to a helght of
200 feet or ms::-rc."53 Similiar permission was granted My, Abrsham Herr
and brether in April, 1847, to guarry rocs for building purposes in the

o4
game location.

51. Virginia Free Press, dugust 7, 1845, p.3, c.2.

52. Deed of B. & 5., Cotober 15, 1851, Deed DBock 32, pp.75-76.

53%. Supt, John Symingteon to Lt, Col. Geocrge Taleoti, Ordnance Office,
August 1, 1846, Microfilm Reel lie. 23, V.7, pp.G6G6-667; Talcotl to
Symington, fugust 5, 1846, Reel 19, V.3, p.2B0,

54, Talecott to Symingten, April 5, 1847, Reel 198, ¥.5, p.297.
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in karch, 1850, llerr again requested permission to guarry rock on
Covermment Jand, writing: *,...1 am about building four small tenament

for the foundation of which I want Stone...” Permission was again oranted

]
Mr. Herr to guarry siene from the cliffs north of the Turnpike Road.
This last item also indicates that four heuses were added to Tract Ko, 2

in 1830 that weunld, of course, not appear on Browunfs 1848 pap, .

55, Herr to Talecott, March 19, 1830, FReel 24, V.2, p.112; Symington to
Taleott, Harch 23, 1850, Reel 24, ¥Y.3, pp.l0%110,
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Oy virture of a Descree of the Cirewit Court of Jefferson County,

Ya., retdered on the 27th of May, 1854, in ihe chancery cause therein
dopendiliy Letween Ao Y, Davidson & Harris, Pit{fs, and the larpers
Ferry and Shenandealh Manufaecturing Cempany, dffs, and with the cop-
currence of the authoritics of said company, the undersigned, as special
commi sSioners appeinted in said decrez, will procecd to sell, at public
auction, {o the highest kidder, on the Tuesday the 2isi day of next
menth, Jaly, 1854, all the FuOPLRTY Real and Personal, on the Island of
Yiroiniugs,..

Terms of sale, by direction of said decree, are as follows, to wit:
Foaeftenth of the gross amount of sale to ke pald dewn in cash al the
tine of sale; one other tenth part of said gyoss amount to be paid ot
the next engseing term of said Court, (which commences Cotolwer 18th,
1854}, upon confirmation of the sale; the residue to L& divided inio
four coual sums, to be paid, cne=fourth at the cnd of ohe vear, one—
fourth at the end of two years, one~fourth at the end of three years,
and the remaining fourth at the end of four years from the date of
confirration of the sale; sach of said four instalments (sic) to hear
legal interest from said date of confirmatien until paid-——and to e
gecured by deed of trust upen the property. The agyreenent oi sale to
rrovide for the forfieiture Ly the purchaser of the one—tenth to ke
paid on the day of sale, in case he shall fail to come forward and
complete his pirchase.

ANDREN HUNTER,
ROBERT Y COWRAD. " i

The newspaper reported of the second zale:

#o0L0.

The valuable VWater Power and Factory Property, al Harpers-Ferry,
advertised for several weeks in cur payer, was sold on Tuesday last
by Messrs. Hunter & Conrad, Commissioners for J25,000.--A, H. Herr,
Esg., the purchaser. This property, including machinery &o., for a
Cotten Yactory, cost the company about £100,C00--kut it came under
the benefieial influcnee of the tariff of 1846. So much for home
proteciton.”™ 3

¥r. Herr completed his payment of the 25,000 for Tracls Ho.
épand 3 in 1859, for on February 14, 185%, the Conmissioners granted

him the following deed, which reads in part:

2. Nirginia Free Press, June 8, 1834, p.3, c.l.

3. Ibid,, July 27, 1854, p.2, c.l.
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Mo eaall the properiy both real and perszonal, beleonging, &t the tins
of said sale, to the said Hzrpers Ferry and Shenandoah llamafacturing
Company, on or adjaceni to, or coniwcied with the izland in Shenandoah
river near Harpevs Ferry, forserly éncwn as Virginfus bt now enbraced
With the corperation liwits of Harpers Perry excopling a4 hand lathe, at
the time of said sale in the saw mill on sald promises, and excoepting
alse a snall otoek of merchancize and store furniture, at the time of
ed. sale under the charge of Mr. Adam Young. The real estale ineluded
in this deed, and herclwy intended to Le conveved cumb:races alout six
acres of land, lying irmediably upon said island, and chiefly consgtitu-
ting the lowey part of it & having upon it 4 large Factory building,
and a nwiber of other buildings and valuable imerovergents & part in the
river and on the sculth and east side of the river.,.,” 4

Thus on July 21, 1854, Tracts 2, 3 and 4 were united uwnder the
common ownership of Abraham H. Hérr. |
TRACT NQ, 5
Tract Ho, 5 was owned by Jessc Schofield from 1853 to 1855. Cn
June 23, 185h, Mr. Schofield sold this property {o Abraham H. Herr for
52,000. The deed reads in part: '

#_ WA certain Brici House and Lot or parcel of land on the Island of
Virginius in the Shenandoah Fiver near its Junctien with the Potomac at
Harpers Perry, Ekaming all that lot or pareel of ground, with buildisgs
thereon, which.is now owned and ocoupied by the Said Schofield as a
Dvelling House for his family, and the same which was excepted and reserved
fram sale by him, in Certain Dee=d of Caonveyanee of the said Island of
Virginius exccuted
Ly Jaz, Giadings, John Wernwag and the =aild Jesse Schofield and ethers,
to the Harpers Ferry and Shenandoah lManufacturing Company...lnd being
also in part, the same lot which was convered by Josegh 1. Smith, "John
Wernwas and Margaret R, his wife to the said Jesse Schofield by deed
dated Z5th jay 183%, and of record in lise mannor in Deed Book Mo, 20
folio 345, wherchy 40 feet front on the Street leading through the said
Izland and 40 feet on the Mill Hace was conveved--The said Lot now fronts
on the south side of the said straet 87 1/12 feet, and rune bacic to the
Said Mil) Race, at right angles with the Zaid Street, the residue of 26
6/12 feet having been subsequeatly purchased Ly the Said Schofield as
part of the entire interest of Josenh L. Spaith in and to the said Island
and conveyed to the said Schofield by Benja. (Price) Trustee of J, L.
omith, by Deed...™ S

4. Deed of B, & 3., February 14, 1853, Deed Book 38, pp.315-316,

5. 1Ibid,, Juna 23, 185%, Deed Book 35, pp.l00-1G1.
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On Cetober 25, 1833, the newspaper reporioed: & large mumber
of cltizens of Harpers Ferry lelt for the West a few evenings ago—
among them Jesse Schofield and Family. Adam Young & Family and R,

3]
H, Hoffman, the whole number amounting teo 27"

TRECT 1O, 1

Tract o, 1 was owned from 1B53 until 1835 by Huch Gilleece and

Alexandsr Hrown., On Seplember 16, 1854, Mr. Gilleece put Tract Ne. 1
7
in trust to secure a debt owed o Abrakam H. Herr.

On Septemior 2B, 1854, FPontaine Beczham & Son announced:

sTRT™ FRLDRY

The undsrsicned have leased the well known IRUN POINOEY, at Farpers—
Ferry, in the County of Jefferson, Ya., lately ogcoupled and worked Ly
Hugh Gillecce. The facilities of the lessees of procuring the Lest
stock, and at all ftimes, afford a cuarantee to their customers of prompt
and worimanltike Castings. They have engaged the very hest worlmen and
solicit the patronage of the publie,

They are prepered to furnish all kinds of Castings, either from
their cwn, or patterns supplied by their oustamers-and the prices as
low as can be afforded any where in the neighlborhoecd.® ]

Om August 31, 1855, MHugh Gilleece and Alexander Brown seld Traet

g
Ho. 1 on the Island of VYirginius to A. H. Herr for i6,2530,00. Thus
Mr. Herr in Bugust, 1855, had become sole owner of the entire Island

of Virginius.

Island Industries and Panufacturers, 1853-1E61

G. ¥irginia Free Press, October 23, 1855, p.2, c.l,

7. Deed of Trust, Seplember 16, 1854, Deed Dook 34, p.229.

B. Virginia Free Pressg, October 5, 1834, p.d, c.Z; also May 31, 1833,
p.d, C.2.

9, Deed of B, & 5., August-31, 1855, Deed DBook 35, pp.49%-50.
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In 1856 Brown cottens were jxing manufaciurced on the Island of

: 10
Yirginius by Craumcr & liawks at the Cotton Faclory.

The operaticns of the #Island FillsY merchant flour mills in
BE9-G0 is revealed by Lhe fellowing notice:

SRISCLUTION OF CO-PAKRTHERSHIP.

The firm of LELCH, LECG & 0., was this day dissolved Ly mtueal
consent, by the withdrawal of br. Geo. V. legy. The Lusincss of the
firm will be setiled by liessrs. Herry & Welch. JAS, B, WELCH.

Eod, W, LEGG,
A. H, Hoki,

CC-PRETHERSSIP,

The wndersigned having this day fermed a Co-partnership under the
style of HELF & VELCH, will continue the }illino Business, and will
bt the scle manufactures of James 5, welch?’s lest ramily Flour.

A. H, Rerr,
Jas. 5, WELCH.” 11

In 18537 John W, Rohy and George Rohr opened a tew industry in a
new building on the Izland of Virginivs, advertising:

MURGOHN FAIILG
AMD
BLACKSHITIOLG, _
The undersigned having formed a co-partnership under the firm and
style aof
ROHR & BROTIE:. a
for the purpose of carrving on the business of WAGDH HAKING AND PFLACK-
SHITIMHG, respectfully zoligit a share of the puklic patrenage.
FPlows and all xinds of farming implements on hand, or made to order.,
All kinds of repairing, Threshing Machinery, &o. &o., done at the
shortest notice, and in the Lkest mannmer. Also, Hill Trons made and
repaired. New brick shop, Island Virginius, jwar Herrfs Mill, Harpers-
Ferry,™ 12

18, VYircoinia ryee Press, Decemier 11, 1856, p.3, c.b.

1i. Ibid., July 19, 1BGO, p.2, c.?.

12, Ibid., Jume 25, 1857; July 8, 1858, p.l, ¢.2; December &, 1859,
FI."::, C-E‘-
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In 1860 the firm alse adverdiscd;

MROVE & BREOTHER,
MANUFRCTURLRG OF
CARLIACES, WACCLE, &2,

Would inforsmn the public that thoy have on hand, and are now finishing

an asseriment of
CARRIAGES,
HOCALAYS
ARD
HICGILS,

Which they will sell on reaschable terms. Their Carriages, &coc.
are made of the pest materials, and finished in fthe bost possible
stvle, and warranted for twelve menths.

WAGCHS of all sizes, from 3ix Horse down o the light Express
Wagon, on hand or mads to orcder, which they will insure for twelve
mantis.

The abowve named articles manufaclured by them, shall and thkey
warrant them to compare with any in ihe country.

M1l kinds of RERALATIEG in the alwewe line will ke dene at the shori-
est notice. All orders will e promotly atbended to.™ 13

The conzus of 1860 indicates that there were approximately 207
people living on the Jsland of Virginius in 31 houses in 135!}.14 A—
mong these were John Wernwag, Y50 years old, male, MachinisE, born in
Fa.; John Rohr, 28 years old, male, wagenmaier, born in ¥d.; Geoorge
Eohr, 30 vears old, Wag&}dﬁmi:er, Born in Fd.; Abraham H, Herr, 45 vears
old, male, born in Pa. Value of Real Estate: 200,000, Yalue of Per-
sonal Estate: %30,00G; Grorce Mauzy, GO years old, male, Agent for

15
Eiver Co., born in ¥a."

13. V¥Yirginia Froe Press, July 26, 1860, p.d, ©.%.

l4. FRational Archives I, G. 29, Records of the Burcau of the Census,
Popwlation Schedules of the Eighth Census of the United States 1860,
Virginlsa, Volune 13, »p.200-20G: Hicrofilm deel 10, Volume 2, pR.l79%
185, Virginius is included as a part of Harpers Terry mt names and
trades reveal their lecation.

15, Ibid.
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FLOODS, 1854 to 186]

Harpers Ferry experienced three more floods during this period.
The first came in Septembor, 1859, and the newspaper reported of the
event:

©OMREINS.

The hcavy rains of Frioay and Saturday last, cawsed all the streams
to e very high. The Shenandceah and Foetomsc Rivers were much swollen,
thouch not as mich &0 as on many foarmer occasions. The basenen*s of
the houszes con Shenandoah Street, Harpers-lterry, were ol course filled.

The Charlestown Run was alsc very high, but ne damage was done.

On all the streams, however, the fencing adjacent suffered. IHany
trees were alse prostrated.” 16

In November, 1860, a second flood struick Harpers Ferry; the nows-
paper described it as follows:

#EREAT FLOOD.

We learn that during Friday and Friday anighi, the Alleghanies, mar-
ticularly on their Easterh slopss, in western Haryland apd Virginia,
were vizited by rains of extraordinary steadiness and volume. A1l ihe
streams forming the scurces of the Poltoinac, as well as those emplying
inte it, near Cumberland and Piledmont reose to a great height on Jat-
wrday,

Mich damage has been done the Chesapeaxze and Chie Cancl——it neing
reported that the arand Bank at Dam Le. 3, 1s enfircly washed away.

The Shenandoah River was also wery high, and our Harper’s Perry
citizens will be mach injured by the mud, &o., in their houges.” 17

The final flood to hit Harpers Ferry belfore the outhrea:s of the
Civil War ccourred in Aprdil, 1861, Again the newspaper repcrtied:

#CREAT RATY FLIETIET.

The heawy rains have swollen ihe Fotomac, Shenandoah and cther
streams to a very great height, #Keothing lice it has bLeecn seeh since
1832,

The Paltirore & Chic Eail Read has becn sulmerged beftween Martins-
burg and Cumberiland--though the fonnage (Sreighid trains passed by
Saturday Night.*

}6. ¥Yirginia Froe Press, September 22, 183%, p.l, <.,

17. Ibid., Hovember &, 186D, p.2, c.).
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“fit Harpers Forry the water was within four feet of the E. L,
Bridge—=1he streets and Armory yvards were complelely inundated.” 18

A VIiEii oI THE ISLAKD GF VIRGINIUZ, 1856-15509

fo historieal wap of the Island of Virginius for the period 1E53
to 1B61 has been found, Lut we have located a "View of the Izland
Virginius, in the Shenandoah, at Harpers Ferry. Taken near Jefler-
gon’s wocik.” Taren from Mature by Th, Sechse, Lith., By E. Sachso
& Co., Sun Iron Buildg,., Leitimore, no date. FMrs Jamos Cdwin Bear
of 1102 westwood Avenue, Richmena 27, Va,, permitted us in Ccicober,
1838, to oktain a copy negative of the very rare erigiral lithograph
in her possession. While the drawing is undated, a conparizon of £he
print with ihe 1848-51 map and Fhotographs ¥F-29, HF-70, and HF-119,
all photos that were made just after the Civil War, indicate nol only
that the lithograph must have been nade Letwecn 1856 and 1859 hat
that the drawing 1= remarkablg acourate in its detailed renresentation
of the Luildings on ¥irginius,

185¢ HMESTCRICAL EASE AP OF VIRGINIUS

Using #The Map of Marpers Perry, Plat of Harpers Forry Ammory
Property laid off inte Lots for Sale in Pursuwance of the dct of Deo-
embey 15th 1868, end Desicned, FProjected & Mapped Ly 5. Howell Browm,
Surveyer, from the Original and Subsequeni Jurveys in his Fossession
by Order of Capt. Danfl J. Young i), Steroseeper of Crdnance Harpers
Ferry under the instructions of the Ordnance Department, Washington

City, D. C, Dated April 2nd 1869, April 26, 1865%, as the basic map

18, Virginia &ree Press, fpril 18, 1881, p.2, c.2,
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wa herewiih present an historical base map of the Island of
?ifginiua in 1859, This historical kase wap iz based on James M,
Brown’ s lap of 1844, S, Howell PBrowm’s map of 1848-01, Lithegrarh
HE-400, and Photograshs HE-29, HP-70, and MFP-119, as well as the
data from documentary sources presented in the earlicr chapters of

thiz reoport.

LEGEND FOR 23 FUTLRINGS STALDIVG CF THE IoLavd CF VIRGINILE IH 1853%
Fidg. Ho. 1: A one story gtune hailding, the Iren Feoundry, erecied

by 1824 Ly Townsend Beckham as an G{) Mil]l and cenveried in 1B35 by
Hugh Gilleece inte an Iraon Poumdry.

Lldg, Jo. 2: The “Island M{l1ls” Flour kill, a 3% story stone kwilding
erected jx Luther I. Cox im 1840 on appreximately the site of the
earlier flour mill erected by 1824 by Fontaine Beckham and destroved

by fire in 1B3%.

Bidg, e, 3: The Saw 111, & 14 stery frame building, 100 by 3§ fcet,
with an iron water wheel, erected Ly L824 Ly Lewis Werﬁwag. The canal
or 5Saw mill race serving the saw mill was also constructed by Lewis
Hernwag by l824.

Eldg. lio, 41 Machine shop, a three story steone hoilding, 50 by 30

feet, construcied by lewls Wernwag before 1634.

Bldg. Ho. 5: Cotton Factory, a 60 ky 49 feet, four story brick building
ercoited in 1849, with tin roof. This building is missing from the 1856-
1859 lithograph and what appears to be the foundatfion ruins of this
structure are to be seen in Fhotograph HE-70, which was taren about

1865, It therefore appears likely ihat the building was demolished or

=12~



destroved by the great [lood of fApril, 1852,

Flecr, ho, 6, Colfon Paciopy: Erected in 1547 by tle larpers Ferry &

Shenandcah Nanufactaring Company, lﬂﬁphy 48 feat, stene foundatien and
four storics, briek, wiih tin roof. licated by stecan ard lichiecd by cas.
Bldoe Yoo 731 A one and a half story fraanwelling, probably dating from
1334,

Lldo. Ho, 8: OCae story swmith shop, probably frawe and dating from 1834.
Llda. o, 9 DProkally a &mall cne story frawe office for the saw mill,
standing in 1844,

Hidge 10 Probaly a ane and a half frame dwelling house.

L

D, Mo, 11: Cre story frame carriage house {standing in 1844}).

Eldg, l'e. 12: Three and hslf story Frame Dwelling House, brick filled,

enlarqeifram a two story house after 1844, '

Mda. Fo, 13t %wo and a half story frame house, hrick filled and rough

cast, this dwelling house was &nlarge&frem a one story house after 1844,

Bida. lio, 14: A one story frame dwelling house, brick filled and reough

cast, probably standing in 1834.

Blaco, Do, 154 A two and & nalf story fwe family dwelling house, stone

stuccced. The building was standing in 1834.

Eldi, he, 161 A two story ome family dwelling house. This stone stuccoed

ilding was standing in 1834,

Bldg, He, 17: & two ziery briece dwelling house, preolably standing in 1834.

Bldz. Ko, 18: A two story one family bricz dwelling house, probably stand-

ing in 1834,

Hidg, Le. 19: A two story twe family brick dwelling houvse, probably

gtanding in 1&34.
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Lldyg, Ho, 20:

ing in If34,

Bldz. o, 21

Bidy. Yo, 22

Blde, Ko, 23;

LEldg. Ho, 24:

Dldg, Wo, 2a:

Blde. Ho, 26:

Two story, one famdly brick dwelling house, probably stand-

& two story brick dwelling house, standing in 1848,

A tun story stone dwelling houce, standing in 1834,

& small frame dwelling house, standing in 1834,

A pne ang & balf frame dwelling house, standing in 1Bi4,
Prokably & cne and a half story frame dwoelling house.

A one and a half story frame building, & chepping mill

ercoted by Hugh Gillecce in 1840,

Bldg, Lo, 27:

1834.

Bldg., Ho, Z8:

A two story dwelling house, probally Lrieck, standing in

A one steory building, probakly frame and a carrlage house,

standing in 1834,

Bldg. Ho, 28:

1846,

Dleeg. Tle, S0
Bldg, No, 31:

erected after

Hldg., He, 32:

Bldg, Ho, 33:

Blidg. Yo, 34:

Bide, Mo, 352

Dldg. Lo, 3G:

Bldg, Wo, 37:

erected gfter

A two story dwelling house, prohakly briclk, erected aiter

L pne-slory frams Tuilding, prokably a stcrage shed.

Cne story frame Deilding, probably a carriage house,

la4g,

Two story prick declling house, erccted afler 1848,

A twe story dwelling heuse, briciz, erected afier 1848,

& two story dwelling house, brick and erccled after 1648.
A two story dwelling heuse, brick, erected after 1848,

A two story dwelling house, brick, and ercected after 1848,
One Story Frame building, pretably a dwelling housc

148,
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Disg, bo. 38: A one and a hall story irame lileling, with "qginger-
hread” {rimsing shown on HP-490, erecled after 1848 and prolably a

dwzlling or carriage houss,

Deva and Diver wall: Erected by the Tlarpers Perry and Shenandosh

Mfg. Congmany in 1250,
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CHRFYER V11

1SLAWD CF VIRGINIUS, 18B1 to 1670,

WAR ALD FLCODS

In ihis chapter we ghall present data and maps relating to the
Island of Virginius after 1861, As a year will be devoted to special
research on the physical history of Hargpers Ferry during the Civil
War, we will therefeore in this study limit our remariks to local
historian Joseph Barry’s account of the story of Virginius in the
Civil Viar.

¥y, Barry wrote:

#Early in Octoler (860 Mr. A. H, Herr, proprietor of the Island
of Virpinius and the large flouy mill on it, having a large quantily
of wheat which he could net ¢rind inte fleur—-his mill haveing Leen
partially destreyed by some federal treops under Lieutenant Colonel
hndrew, lbrother of the governor of Massachusetts, in order 1o prevent
the confederates from using it - and being a union man at heart, in-
vited the gpovermment troops to resove the grain to Maryland. There
bBeing wo bridge across the Potomac at the time, a large hnat was pro-
cured and a company of the 3rd Wiscensin regiment impressed the few
able-bodied men then at the place to tare the wheat from the mill to
the koat and ferry it across with the aid of the seldiers. The citi-
zens were promised a liberal per diem, kut that, like many other good
premises and intentions, forms a part of ihe pavement of certain
region where it never freezes. Even the sacred person of the future
historian [Earrﬁ] of the town was not spared, and many a heawy sacs did
he tots during several days,...

Suddenly, on the lbth of October - the second anniversary of the
Brown raid - while the cifizens and soldiers were husy woreing at the
wheat, & report reached them that Colonel Aghby, at the head of the
Virginia militia, wWas approaching from Charlestown to put a stop te
their work...{(Barry then parrates the story of the battle of Bolivar
Heichts)

In a few days after this s=irmish a party of coniederate cavalry
entered the town and burned Fr. Herr's extensive mill, Lhereby in-
flicting an irreparable loss oh the people of the place. As befcore
noted, Lieutenant Coleonel Andrew had partially destroyed it-that is
he broza up a part of the machinery - just enough te render the mill
incapable of being worked, 7This damage could have been easily repaired”
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Hand if no further harwm had been done fto it, the mill could have been
put inte working order in a few days. DThe confederates, howaver, de-
stroyed it completely and the shaltered and toppling walls are still
o ke seen {Gn 1901), a monument of vandalism and a reproach te civi-
litzed warriors,”™ 1

On July 24, 1867, Abraham H. Herx scld the Island of Virginius teo
Jonathon C, Child$ and John A, McCreight for $75,000. Thisz deed reads
in parts .

" ..The Island in the Shenandeah Fiver...,above its mouth at Harpers
Ferry; having upon it a large Factery puilding, designed as a cotion
factory-The ruins of a large Flour manufacturing mill; together with
other buildings, Dwelling heuses, &e, being the same hercetafore known
and chartered by the General Assembly of Yirginiaz as the town of
Virginius,...” 2

On August 12, 1868, Child and McCreight sold Zelomon ¥, Yantis
and Horatic E. Kiddle an undivided third interest in the island pro-
perty for 515,0&0.3 On December 2%, 1869, the firm entered inte a
contract or Agreement with the Baltimore and Chic Eailread Company,
granting the railread a right of way to the cotten faciory {Bldg,_l
No. 61.4 ~ :x_.

Cn the next page of this report we inglude a tracing made from
a pertion of S, Howell Hrowm’s 1869 map of Harpers Ferry - the por-
tion thereof showing the Island of Virginius. It is clear from evi-
dence already presented and that which will follow, that the 1869 map

1., Barry, Joseph, The Strance Story of Harper’s Ferry, Martinshurg,
W. Va,, Thempson Brothers, 2903, pp.131-132, 133134,

%, Deed of B, & 5., July 24, 1867, Deed Book 2, 1865, pp.Z85-2B7.
3. Ibid., August 12, 1868, Deed Book 5, pp.324-325.

4, Contract, December 22, 186%, Deed Boos 4, 18569-18%0, pp.464-
46% and a plat.
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only shows the major buildinos standing on the island in 186D and
tﬁat Browvn, who was interested in the Goverpment land, made nae
attempt to delinsate all of the structures actually standing on the
island at that date {See Photcgraphs HF-24, HR-70, HF-119}.
Historian Joseph Barry remarked of these develapments:

#Tn July, 1867, Mr. A. H, Herr, an extensive manwfacturer and the
owner of the Islund of ¥Yirginius,...scld his interest at Harpers’s
Ferry to the firm of Child & McoCreight, of Springfield, Chie, = bath
now (1505 deceased. This property is romantically situated on the
Shenandoah which bounds it on the seuth. On the north and east it is
boundzd by the canal, constructed to facilitate the navigation of the
Shenandoah, and on the west by a waste way of the canal communicating
with the river. The island contains thirteen acres con which were, be-
fore the war, iwenty-eight neat dwellings, one flour mill, one cotton
fdctory, one carriage factory, one saw milll, a machine shop and a
foundry, It will Le remexbered that in 1861, shortly after the sikir-
mish at Bolivar, & party of confedsrates vigited the town énd destroy-
ed the flour mill. Frem that time therse was no business conductics
on the island until the sale of that property to the above menfioned
firm. These gentlemen, having availed thesszelves of the talenis of
Hr. William F, Cochran, then so0 well known for his thorough knewledoe-
theoretical and practical- of machinery, immediately comnenced Fitiing
up the cotton factery for a fleour mill. A large foree of men was cept
in employment for fifteen menths, preparing the ouilding and putiing
up the machinery, under the direction of Fr, Cochran. The woris were
of the most approved description, sel in metion by four fturbine wheels,
the power being that of three hundred horsss. There were ten run of
buhrs, which turned out five hundred barrels of Tlour daily end, on
the whole, it was said by adepts in that husiness, to b2 a marvel of
ingenuity, which greatly addead to the previous and well established
fame of Mr, Cochran...

Messrs. Child & MeCreight, +he new proprietors of this desirakle
property, soon woh for themselves golden opinions amoenc the peoplc
of the place for their courtcous demeanor, and the success which at
first attended ihem, gave unalleoyed pleasure to all with whom they
camme in contact. They assoriated with thes az a partner, Mr. Solomon
V. Yantis, an old resident and long a merchant of Harperfs Ferry,
vwhere his character was of the very best as a business man and a
gocd citizen generally. Of the twenty—eight dwellings on the island
nearly all were pul in repair and the work performed on them, as well
as on the new flour mill, gave empleyment to many whe otherwise gust
have suffered from extreme destitution,..” o

5. S{range Story, pp.lb3-171.
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On Septondor 30 and Cetoker 1, 1870, larpers Ferry was shruck
by a great fleed. We here quote from letter of ixs. John €, Child,
who was living on the Island of Virginius, to Mrs. Sallie B. Child
and ¥#iss Lucy Child of East Thetford, Vt.:

Lettor from Emily E, Child {Lrs, J, C. Child) to Mrs. Sallie BE. Child
Miss Luey Child
East Thetiord, Vi.

Envelope Heading

FEeturn to Child, lMeCreight & Co,

Man:facturers of Flour

Harpers Ferry, W. Va.

' Harpers Ferry, Oect, 7th, 1870

Teay Mothey & Sister: '

I snatch a few mimutes to give you a few partieulars of the dis-
aster that has happened te us here, The valuable property belonging
to the firm of which john is a mepbear is a masg of ruins and we have
barely escaped wWith cur lives., We have no idea of the danger uptil
it was too late to escape from the Island. Last Friday towards eve-
ning the Water cormenced rising rapidly. Defere two hours every way
of escape and all hope of rescue was cut off from us. So we Warg come
relled te stay within The ecrunkling walls vhich sheltercd us from 1he
terrille water which seethed and dashed around us, There were twe
bridoes connecting the Iszland with the mainland, one wooden cue near
our house and the railrcad bridge. So violent was the water ithat
these were torn to fragments and carried away.

P& soon as wWe saw there was danger of the water coming inte the
house we commenced to tear up carpets and moving Furniture upstairs
bt so hurried were we that we were compelled o leave some and some
was overlooked so though we saved the kule of our furniiure, still
we lost many indispensible and some valuable articles. Dat ouwr hearts
are overflowing with gratituce that God has spared our lives, that
our loss though heavy, is, we hope, not inpossible.

Twalve buildings on the Isiand {some of thow heavy stone and brick
wallel are leveled to the ground. Cur house 15 considered the sirengest
residence on the Island and yet everyone thinks if it had net been for
the walls of the oid mill [Mldg. to. 2 on 1859 historical hase mag)
which stands west of us, it would have broen swept away like chaff be-
fore the wind as was our stable and a brick house standing in cur yard.
OCur Lack kitched and all our outhouses and many itrees are entirely
gone so completely that we can scarcely realize they sicod there, A-
eross the track from us stands a row of fwelve brick houses (Bldgs.
21-33, 34, a5, 29, 1%, 18, 17}, all occupied by temanits with the ex-
ception of one family {({our minister, Dr. Dutten). ALl put their
goods upstairs and left their houses before dark, Three families
tock refuge with us, the others went onto Camp iiill north of usg, Hone"
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#aF {hose houser aye entirely destroved, bat the kiitchens and all of
the outhouses are carried away. UPoorzs and bBlisds are wroonched from
their hinges, partition walls torn down, staircasces shatterced and
Floors torn upe 1n two of then the entdire {ronil walls fell out.

Sunday, Cet. 9th

The foundry (Bldy, Pe. ), sawmill (Bldy, he. I, carriace shop
Crohr?s) and machine shop (Bldy. le. 4) were carried entirely away,
The office to the mill was also destroyed and Mr. McCreight lost all
his private papers,

The ore bright spoet in the piclure, neoxt to the saving of our
lives, 1s the ¥ill (Bldg. Wo. &} which is comparatively uninjured.
They lost several hundred Larrels, some feed and one of their seales
but if it were not for ihe destreetion of th- raece, could go to grind-
ing in a few days, Lut the race is the grealest calamity of all. The
head gates are gone, walls are torn down and the race filled with sand.
It will cesht zeveral thousand deoliars to repair it. They have already
commenced wors on i if the weather is faverable, hope Lo get it in
shape before winter sets in, Iir. Hathaway, one of the partners vho
moved here from Fa. lasi vear is coing to move back this wees, lIs.
HeCreicht and ehildren are going to start for Sprinufield {Chic)
this weei to spend the winier with Mrs. McCreight®s sister so 1 shall
be left here all aloae in this deselate place. Thelr houses were mope
injured than ours and very damp {(as ours alsse is} and they were afraic
to stay in them for fear of sickness, 1 suppose we are assunine some
risk in staring here kit our things are here in confusion, our doors
are off the hinges and down the river, sc that we could not shal up
the heuse and though we were invited to stay at the Yantis?® who live
on the hill until the house was dry, I decided teo stay and do wnat I
could to save such thinos as were
injured, I caanct say that I feel very chesrful with the prospect.

To make mitters worse oury woman has not come bace sinee the day
after the flood., She keeps saying she is cowing but has broken herr
vord so far, Until last Friday we had kr. Tayler’s family consisting
of eight. She was krowght here in the bed clothes net heing able to
sit up. We have had to do all our coosing by a fFireplace upstairs un-
ti1 vesterday and have now to cook aown and eat upstairs as it is too
damp to eat downstairs,

Anna has worxed like a beaver and Emily has done all she could.,
Anna is one of the ncoklest and sweetest girls I ewver saw and is the
admiration of everyone thai znows her, We have all weorwed wvery hard
gince we have been here in order to save what we could until business
got started and had just begun to breathe casier when this disaster
came. 1 have done all our sewing, dressmaring and miilinery with Anna’s
hely since we have been hore and felt that iy cyes and sirength were
fast giving out, but instead will take a new start and wori on until
I can sce a resting place,
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e want te keep George in school if possikle and had hoped
to send him away alter Christras but all prospect of “kat 1o over
now., 1 feol more anxicus akout the ehildren's eouecaiien than any
other earthly thing and there are ne sultable advantaces for them
here,

Well, I think ycu must ke tired of this long chavier of un-
pleasant facts and I hope I shall e aldle to write a more cheerful
letter nexi time,

(ur whool house was swept away and all the children’s bocks
with it. They seen, dAnna egpocially, to mourn over thom more than
anything elsc. I have written in haste and don®t know az you can
read it. I must close now and hope io hear from you soeon—-do
write often for we shall be wery lonely, With love Ffrom us all,

I am,
Ever your affectionate daughier
and sister,

L. E. Child*
Joseph Barry®s account of the 1870 floed will be found on pages

1725 te 196 of his Strance Story of Harperfs Ferry.

We conclude this chapter by presenting tracings mads frem por-
ticns of iwe maps., The first of these is a4 1913 map from the Ar-
chives of the Baltimore & Chic Railread Company, entitled ®FPlan
Showing Hight of Way, Bulldings and Tracis Harpers Feryy, W, Va,
dated February 1%, 1913,* This map shows bhuildings standing on the
Island of Yiroinius at that dale. I have numbered surviving pre-
Civil War structures with the same set of numbers used on the 1859
Historical Base Map that is presented in Chapler VI of this repork.

The second map, entitled “Elue print, The Harpers Ferry FPaper
Co., 1925,7 was donated to the Momument by hrs. James Cox Savary,

R, D. #2, Kennett Scquare, Pa., in May, 1958. The 1925 map gives the

wWidth of the Island of Virginius at various points, the width of ihe

cld Shenandeah Canal and the depth of the water in the canal at various

points as of that date.
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CHAPIER VIT1

SURLARY OF HISTCRICAL DAaTh, 1751 o 1361

The Island of Yirginius frem 1751 until 1816 was undeveloped
land, TIn 1B1E Danilel McFherson, surveyor for Jefferson County, ¥a,
tock owt a patent for the island from the State of Virginias as un-
claimed land and in 1817 sold ihe property te John Peacher for #1,00C.

Seven years later, in August, 1824, Psacher sold the entiré island
“together with all and sinoular Mills, mill house, machinery...” te
Jamez Stubblefield for $15,000. It is thus apparent that the initial
development of ¥irginius ocourred between 1817 and 1824,

Cn fequst 31, 1824, Mr. Stubkblefield sicmed an agreement with the
Shenandoah Canal Cowpany that provided for the improvement of the watcr
channel that passed the island on the nerih side or inner side by mzans
of 1he construction of a dam, locks and turning basin for the loats.
Stuliblefield was also granted the right to erect a dam across the Shon-
andoah, Under this agreement the eanal was deopened and a dan erected
jusit bkelow the lower loers to provide and centrel the supply of water
for the canal, and -also furnishing enovwgh water so that the canal at

L

this point eould be used as a turning basin. These improvemenis were
apparently found to Le sufficient in themselves, as the locis nenticned
in the agrecment were never constructed. The daﬁ acrcss the river,
mehticned in the 1824 agreement, was not erected until 185G.

On Decembar 28, 1824, Hr, Stubblefield divided the island inte

Four fraets, which were to exist as Lasic units until 1B34-55, and sold

these lois to four individeals for a total of 328,500, Infercdlion
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included in the deeds deserilking the poundaries of each fract indi-
cates that by 1824 the bazic industries 1o Le asscciaied with cach
tract unlil 1561 hasfalready keen estal:lished. Also mest of the dams,
river walls, waier channels, canals, end streets Lhat are to ke sechn
on the 183334 map, were already standing by Decembexr 2B, 1824, Tract
Woo 1, =sold to Tewnsend Becichan foxr 7,500, thus contained an "ol
mill® and tannery in 1824, Tract Ne. 2, scld to Fontaine Eeckham for
910,500, contained a G0 Ly 40 feet stone merchant Ffleur mill in 1824.
Tract Ho. 3, sold to Edward Wagery for §3,000, probably contained two
stone dwalliong houses in 1824, Tract Fo. 4, scld to lewis Wernwag
for 58,000, contained a saw mill in 1824,

In 1827 the island was incﬂrpﬂgated as the Teown of Virginius,
kut at seome date after 1851 and before 1639 Virginius hbecane of-
fically a part of the hew Town of Harpers Ferry.

In 1830 the pepulation of the izland totaled BY persons. In
1840 it nurgsered 112 people. In 1830 approximately 186 individeals
resided on the island in 31 houses and 1860 avproximately 207 per-
sons were living in 31 houses on Virginius,

HISTORY OF THE INDIVIDUAL TRACTS. 1824 to 2861

Tract o, 1t This property was owned by Townsend Lecgham from 1824 until

1838, It contained a tannery and was operated as such by Deciham from

1823 until his death in 1832, In November, 1833, Tract lie. 1 was leased

by Hugh Gilleece, who canverted the 0i} Park Mill inte an Iron Foundry.
Mr. Gilleece continued to lcase the property until 1838, when he and

William Apsey purchased Tract tio. } for #5,000, In Octoker, 1839,
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Gilleeco purchased fpsey's interest at a trmust sale for §4,390. In

April, 1840, Gillecce sold Alcxander Brown an undivided one-third
interest in Traet Ho, 1 for $1.00. Trael Lhe. 1 was thus oweed by
Gilleece and Brown from 1540 until 1855 and the Iron Feundry situated
on this lot was operated by Gilleece from 1B35 until 1854. Ia August,
1855, Gilleece and DBrown sold Tract lie. 1 to Abraham H. Herr fer
6,250, In September, 1834, and through at least 1835, the iron
foundry was leazed from Mr, Herr and operated Ly Fontaine Beciham

& Sen. The iron foundry was in eperation wntil 1&61 and was still
standing in 1B67, when Herr sold the entire island to Child{ and

MeCreight. The Iren Foundry building was destreyed in the 1870 flood.

TRACT BO. 2: This properly was owned frem 1824 until 1838 Ly Fontaine

Beckham and gentained & merchant flour mill known as the #Island Mijls™,
Cn March 23, 1830, Beckhaw scld a portion of Lot ho.o 2 1o lLewis Wern-
wag., In 1830 the miill was operated by Beciham, and in 1831 by DBecghan
in partnership with Daniel Snyder. From 1834 to 1835 the mill was
leased and run by Jacelh Staub. From June, 1836, until 1838 the mill
was then leased and operated by Rowland, Haefflebower and Company. On
May 1, 1838, Henry Rowland, Carter ililliamson, and Samiel Hefflebower
purchaged Tract No, 2 for $14,607. On May 1, 1838, HWilliamson sold
his one-undivided third interest in Tract Lo. 2 to Lysander D, Childs.
In February, 1839, their mill was destroyed by fire. A new 3% story
stone mill was kwilt by Luther I Cox in 1840, Fowland, Williamson,
Hefflekowar, and Childs, sometime in 183%, scld a iwe thirds interest

in Tract Hoe. 2 1o Cox fer $11,000. On January 1, 1840, Cox scold this

~141-



undivided twe thirds interest io Danlel Snyder and Penjamin Ford fer
824,133.78. Snyder and Ford operated the mill from 1040 to 18442,

By 1842 the fiym was financial difficultiy and the mill was leased
out by the Court until the legal questions ecould e settled. Thus in
1843 the “Igland Mills’ wera leascd for & year by Philip Coons. Dn
Harch 2, 1344, Abraham H. Herr and John Herr, his brother, purchased
Tract No. 2 from the Court for %14,000. In July of 1844 they began
to operate the *Island Mills™ themselves. In Jamuary, 1B4d, the
partnership of Herr kbrothers was disselved and John Herry sold Abraham
.HErr his interest in Tract Mo, Z for §5. Mr, Abraham Ferr thus becane
the sole owner of Tract He.2 from 1848 unti] he sold the entize isiand
to Child# and Mclreight in 1867. Herr alse operated the Island Mill
merchant fiour mill from 1848 until 1861, In Cotober or Hovemboy of
186) the mill was completely destroyed by Confederate troops, whe left
only the ruined walls standing.

TRACT 1C, 3: This preoperty was owned by Edward Wager from 1824 until
his death ip 3832 and from then until 1833 by his estate. Tract YNo.

3 was purchased by John B. Gildea on Septemper 28, 1833 for 4, 0C0G.

The lot at that date conlained two stene duwelling houses, In May, 1835,
Mr, Gildes seld Tract lo, 3 to the Winchester & FPotomae Kailread Con—
pany for $4,650. This new rajlroad, runniag frem Winchester, Va,, to

Wag tdwa eV fg.ilr;rx AT STE A A 51'-'/; UL:--_.-._K-JE(‘ w1 Fesisn A A i }/:-'\;/; A e b 4
Harpers Ferryfpn March 31, 1836. Between 1835 and 1337 the Company _
constructed thelr Depot milding and switches on Tract Ne, 3, In 1847
the Company removed their Depol from this lot and on July 1, 1847, zold

all of the property except thal occoupied iw their switches, to Jesce
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Schofield for $1,500, Mr, Schofield, in turn, sold Tract No. 3 te
the Harpers Ferry & Shenandeah Manufacturing Company {or 51,600 on
Bugust 26, 1847. This company held title to Tract Ne. 3 until) the
general sale of its propsrty on July 21, 1854, when it was acsuired
by Abraham H. Herr. Fr. Herr owned Tract ¥o. 3 until 1867, when he
gold it and the centire Island of VWirginivs to Chiqu and }eCreight,
Tract Ho. 3 waz used from 13824 until 1867 as a residental areca. From
1836 to 1847 it also eontained the Depet of the Winchester & Fotomac
Railroaa aﬁd from 1836 to 1861 the switches of that Company. Throe
pre-Civil War dwelling houses were still standing on this lot as late

as 1913,

TEACT MO, 4: Thiz property was owned by Lewis Wernwag, Sr., from 1ES24

until 1832. The lot contained 2 large saw mill, a mamchine shop and a
number of dwelling houses., Tracet Me. 4 was enlaroed on darch 30, 18350,
when hr. VWernway acquired a porticn of fraet llo. 2 from Fontaine Beck-
ham. The saw mill and machine shop were operated from at least 1830
until 1832 by the firm of L. Wernwag & Sons, which was composed of
Lewis Wernwag, Sr., Jehn Wernwag, Joseph P, Shannon, Lewis wernwag, Jr.,
and William Wernwag.

Cn July 2, 1832, Lewis Wernwag, Sr., sold one undivided half-
interest in Tract Ho. 4 to Joseph L, Smith and James Hoolr for §10, 0G0,
Prom 1832 vntil 1833 Wernway, Smith and Heck operaied the sew mill
undey the firm name of Jeseph L. Smiih & Co. In July, 1833, Jozeph L.
Smith took over the entire operation of the saw mill and ran the lumber

usinesas until he went bankrupt in 18316,
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Cn July 10, 1B23, lewis ﬁernwaq, Sr., sold Joseph L, Smith an
additional one—silxth undivided interest in the island and on July 31,
1833, Wernwag, Sr,, alse sold to his son John Wernwag, his remaining
undivided gne-third interest in Tract tlo. 4; thus in 1853 Smdth owned
an undivided iwo-thirds and John Wernwag an undivided one=third in-
terest in Tract Ho. 4. John Wernwag and Joseph P. Shannon olerated
the machine shop from 1833 until 1847,

Both owners were invelved in financial difficultlies in 1836.
John Wernwag, however, managed tc save his undivided third interest
by mortgaging it for 6,300 to Josias Pennington on Januvary 20, 184C.
Joseph L. Emlth, however, was Iorced to declared himself Lankrupt on
September 5, 1836, and his two—thi£ﬁs interest in Tract fle. 4 was,
therefore, thrown in Court urntil July 3, 1844, on which date it was
sold by the Court to Jesse Schofield for $8,000. From Mareh, 1833,
until the final purchase of the property in 1844, 3chofield had leased
the saw atll and operated it, In lay, 1844, Schofield and John kWern-
waqg zigned an agrecement with James Giddinas under which Giddings was
given a two year period in which he was to attenpt to sell iract Ro.
4 for at least $30,000. Unsuccessful in iateresting northern capi-
talists in ying Tract No. 4, Giddings, on January 13, 1846, obtained
8 charter from the Virginia Legislature to incorporate the Farpers
Ferry & Shenandoah Mamufacturing Company. Giddings then undertook to
pronote and organige this proposed company, by interesting Harpers
Perry business men in this endeaver. Ciddings? twoe year agreemant -

with Wernwag & Schofield feing about to expire, the three men execuicd
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a new scovel agfnument in Hay, 1846, extending the time and sgrecing
to sell the properiy to the prepesed company for 37,000, Giddingz, ia the
meantiiae, uwsed every effort to get the new cowmpany eroganiced and
succeeded in doing so in June, 184G. His double role was unknown ie
the stociklolders and Siddings was elected FProsident of the company,
in which office he served from 1826 uwntil 1851,

In 1646 the company begain the construction of a now colton mill
on Tract He. 4, This ouilding was finished in 1B47 and in production
by Harch, :1848. On August 24, 1847, Traet Lo, 4 was sold to the
Company by Schofield and Wernwag for $37,000; one-quarter of the sum
was o e paid in cash and the othex éhree—fourths in company stoco,
On Avgqust 28, 1847, the company aciuired Tract He. 3 from Schofield
for $1,G600. In QOctober, 1848, the stoccholders were informedg for the
first time, that there was a 36,300 moricage on John Wernwag®s one—
jhird interest in Tract Lo. 4, %he stocicholders had apparently relied
on Giddings to make a search of the title te Tract He. 4 and he had
either neglecied to do so, or if he did seo, he failed to inform the
stockholders of the mortgage. (Giadings, while president of the
Company, and negetiating the sale, was at the same time being paid
by Schofield and Wernwag for sclling the property to the Company for
as high a price as possible.) Giddings succceded in keeping his
double role a seecret Lui the Board of Directors withhela enouch cash
and company stock from the purchase money cwed Wernwag to cover the

interest and principal owed en the mortgage.,
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In 1848 & second eotion faclory bujlding was started and the
strueture completed and in produciion in July, 1849. This factory

was }Jeased and operated by Cornelius Johnzon and Ira Stanhbrough as

the "Valley Cotton Factory®™ frem July, 1849, until 18531. The Harpers

Ferry & Shenandsah Manfzcoturing Company al=za leased out their smdth
shops, sav mill and rmachine shop during the period of lﬁﬁb to 1852
1o various manufacturers. In 1850 the company also built ihe first
Yirginius fan across the Shenandeah Kiver and constructed the river
wall, with inner and outer basinsg and locs gates, as i3 to be seen
on the 1859 Historical Base Map that iz preseated in this report.

Ey the spring of 1832 the ccmpan} was apparently in financial
difficulties and the stockhelders decided to sell the cospany pro—
rerty at pul:lic auction an May 19, 1832, & great flood struces
Yirginius and Harpers Ferry on Spril 18, 1858, and apparcntly de-
malished the cotton factory (Bldo, Ho. 5) erecbed in 18549, (The
factory is cdescribed in an advertizoement for the sale, dated April
&, 1852, but is not mentjoned in a detaijed dezcription of the pro-
perty dated December 9, 1852,) Creditors of the company, however,
blocked this proposed May sale and the affairs of the company were
taicen inte couri.

The company properiy, incleuding Tracts FHeo. 3 and 4, were
finally purchased on July 21, 1854, Iy ¥r. Rbraham Herr from the
Court for %25,000. Mr. Herr held ftitle fc this property from 1854
until 1867 when he =zold the entire island to Childg and Hclreight.

Turing the peried 1854 o 1861, Herr leaged the Cotien Hill that
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had bpeen eompleied in 124748, the wachine shop, and saw wmill {o
various mamifacturers, To these old jnoustries was also added a
new one in 1857 of wayon making. From MBGL to 1867, during and
after the Civil Var, theose indesiries were closed down. In 1887,
after purchasing the island, Child} and KeCreight converted the
Cotten Mill (BEldy, Mo, B) into a lerchant Flour M{1l. The zaw mill
{Blda. Yo, &) and machine shop (Blda. Lo. 4) were destroyed by the
1870 flood. Bldg. Lo, 6, the Ceiton Factory converted into a flour
mill, stocd until apparently destroyved by the 1936 flood.

TRACT LC. 9 This small lot, located in the center of Tract Fo. 4,

ip-k
contained a {wo story brick dwelling house:xﬁas sold by Josesh L,

Smith and John Wernwmg, {he owvners of Tracl Lo, 4, to Jesse Sche-
field on May 25, 1B35, for $500. This house, used as lr. Sche—
field’s resldence, and the lot was owned by Schefield from 1835
wuntil 1855. On June 23, 1855, ¥Mr, Schefield sold Tract UHo, 5 and
the house to Abraham H, Herr for $2,000. pr, Herr retained title

te this property until 1867 when he sold the entire island to Childg
and lieCreight., This dwelling howse was preobably still standing in
1913.

1

PRCOUCTS CF T¥E ISLAMD, 1824 - 1561

Tha industries on the Island of ¥irginius produced fleur, barrels,
blacksmithing, sawed and finished lurter, furniture, jmachine castings,
mill gearing, agrieuliural machines such as plows and threghing machines,
irpon stoves, grates, flat irens, cast iron railings and fences, cutiing
boxes, tools, machines, washing machines, colton goods, patent window

fasteners, wagons and carriages. Fram 1824 uvntil 1832 a fannery was

also in operation on the ILsland.




CIATTYR X

CChCTUSICNS ARD RECOFMERDRTICHS

1. THE ISLAND OF VIEGIHIUS ToDnY

The Watey whoels in the factories on the Island of ¥irginiug
have long Leen stilled and the buildings fallen inte rmiin. The
Island today is covered with a heavy growth of new brush and young
tress. On Hovembor 19, 1958, Historian Philip R, Smith, Jr,, and
the writer,.armed with the data presented in this report and a copy
of the new 1859 Historiecal Base Map of the Island, set forth on a
tour of exploration to d&termine just how much of the pre—Civil Var
development of Virginius Island still remains to be seen, ©On the
next iwo pages will be found a copy of the 1359 Historical Base Map
of ¥irginius on which has een marked the historic ruins, that are
still ic¢ be seen above the surface of the ground. To supplement this
map, tﬁe writer also offers the following comments on the individeal
rains,

Bldg. He. 6: 1847 Cotton Mill, Impressive ruins of the 10{Fby 48
feet heavy stone foundationhs and arches; alse hundreds of old bricis
lying en the ground. The heavy stone river walls along Lang of
river are also largely in place,

Bldg. ¥o. 4: Machine Shop. Impressive 30 by 50 feet ruins of heavy
stone foundations.

Wernwag’s Canal: {running parallel to Bldos. 4, 5, B, 7, and 6.)

This cld canal is still there, but has been arched over with briciz and

stone and hence is now largely underground. Wwhether this was thus
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covered Lefore or after 1665 iz difficull to determine. VFhetegraph
HF>4éD sugoests that the canal was open in 1856 while HI-T0D indicates
that rost of it was covered Ly 1867 or thereshouls, From the location
of the four open pits, to be degeribed later, in relation to Bldgs, Fe.
6, B, 5 and 4, howeveyr, it secms prnhﬂb%gtthat at least the section
from 8 to 6 and 3 was covered hefore 1665. In any case, crposite the
gites and ruins of Bldgs, Be, 6, &, & and 4 there are teday four open
pits, walled and arched with brick and stone. Each pit has two arches
ir the west.wall and two arches in the east wall for the downward flow
of water through the old canal. The south wall of cach pit has a sirngle
arch.which st have.permitted water to flow underground from the apen
pit into the shop or factory cpposite the pit to work the water wheels
and then on inke the river. Thesge pits are quite impressive, keing
perhaps 50 feet wide by about 25 feet.and about 20 feet deep. These are
largely filled with sand and silt so as to render complete chservation
difficult,

River Wall and Inner Dase

Proceeding westward frem Eldg. lio. 4 we found the top of the 1850
stone river wall visible above ground level., The depression which was
once the inner basin, on the right as ene proceeds westward, is clearly
visible Hit is now high and dry akove normal water level. The river
has kuilt a large sandy arca, with grass and trees, on the scuth or
river side of the old river wall. This large arca of new land has, of

course, been clearly formed since 1865 as a glancce at photographs HE-

119 and HP-29 will reveal. This river wall for the inner basin is intact,
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Lut all but the top layer of stone in now malow cround level,

loct Gates: At tha wost end of the river wall for the inner kasin, ihere
still stands the impressive rinis of the store leock gate. The brick
three arches, as shown in Fhotograph HF-29, are still standing, alilouah
one is in poor condition. This work is also now aboyi normal water
level, although the river comes straight dewn to within about 10 feet of
the lecik gate before it makes a sharp turn to the scuth through a break

in the old river wall of thes outer basin.

Eailroad Bridge and Siuiceway: Just to the north of the lock gate, is
the ald sluiceway to the inner basin. The old stone akutments of the
Hailrecad Dridge are still in place and in use and the old water channel,
s5till visible, now serves as a Ioaa that passes under the raiiroad
bridge.

Fiver wall of Cuter Basin and the Cuter Basin: VYest of the look Cate

and running parallel with the railroad traci there are still plainly
visikle two sections of what must once have been the river wall for the
cuter bazin., This is composed of rock and there are now small trees

and smzall kushes growing oh these sections.

Sluiceway, B0 Fect Wide: This sluice way, the 1824 guard gate, and original

entrance for all water to the various channels and canals of the island
has been filled if by the Railroad. The old stone abutmpents for the
former kridge that once orossed this channel, however, are still in
place.

Water Channels: ARl) of the old water channels and small islands shown

on the 1850 map are clearly visikle as definitely dopresﬁiér low ground;
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ut, of course, they are now normally high and dry about the hormal
river loval.

Bldos, Feo, 15, 16, and 26: Definile stone foundations and onc corner

wzll of these buildings were found. The trace of the street, although
filled with brush and young tress is also clearly wisille.

Eldgs. Re. 17, 18, 19, 20, 35, 34, 33, 21, and 23: o foundation ruins

ol these structures were found sbove ground Lut hundreds of cold bricis
litter this area which is the site of bLrick dwelliné houses.

Bldgs. Mo, 22, 312, and Well: Definite foundation runs and large cellar

n

depressions of Bldo. No, 22 and 32, two dwelling houses, werce fouand. A
few feet north of Eldg, No., 32 is a square stone wall, about 3 feet high,
of what was ence prcbébly a well.

Eidg. Ln, 2, the Island iHills Flour Mill: Impressive sione walls and

arches of the foundsation of this large Mulilding are =till visikle,
All of the walls alove ground level are ¢one, but the foundations of
the luilding, which sets astride the former water channel, are still
there and part of the foundation walls perhaps 20 to 30 feet deep.

Other Buildings on 1855 Map: A careful search was alse made for sui-

face evidence of all the other buildings shown on the 1839 map, hut
nothing definite was discovered. It i= quite prokakle, however, that
rmch evidence lles under lhe ground. |

From our inspection, the writer believes thal ihe works and huil-
dings on Virginius have been relatively undisturbed by man since 1865
and rmost changes and destruction has been alfected Ly the great floods

that have struck the island eince that data.
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2., MISTCHRICAL FHUTOCRAEDS

The 1836 vwicw of Lhe Island of Virginiuvs will ke found on pago
12l of this report and all cther photegraphs, nine In number, will be
found in fppendin I of this report.

3, MISTORICLL WUILDILG FLAR

Yo historical kuilding plans of the struetuvresz that once occupied
Virginius Island have been found and it is highly unlikely thal any will
ever be lovated, All known historical maps showing the island of
Yirginius, however, have been includcd in this report.

4, ERECOMEXDATICLS

A5 has been peointed cut in Part 1 of this chapter, the Island of
¥irgirius <ontains a number of very interesting histerical ruins,
Many of these ruins, however, are co%ered new with heayy underbrush and
are in poor conditien. XNone of them, however, have any meaning or
gignifiecance to visitors whe today wale the twe trails that rur along
the scuth and north shores of the island, and many visitors undoubiedly
raes by hidden ruins without even notieing them. Froblems relating {eo
the development of the island thus seem te fall into two general cate-
gories, namely preservation of the ruins and interpretation of the ruins,

In regards o the first problem, it is sugoested that heavy plant
groewth ke largely cleared away from the raips to srevent tree roots from
heaving stones out of place and thus speeding up the rate of deteriora-
tion. This work will alse serve to render the ruins more readily visi-
ble for visitors 4o see. 1t is suggested that the ruwins he stabilized

as far as 15 practical in light of the kncwn power of floceds in this
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particuler area, 5o ilhat these intcresting remsins will survive as

long au is possible, It is also suagested that archeclogical explora-
tion = carried out to idontify and wmark other strueinres that are

known toe have Leen located on the izland. The Wernvag canal might also
be cleared at least in paft, of sand and silt, Loth for study and ex-
hilzZit purposes. & check of the ruins of the Cotton Factory, Bldg. Wo.
6; machine shop, Bldg. Ko, 4; and Bldg, He. 2, #he flecur miltl, might
also tuyn vp soeme of the old water wheels cr mazhinery that may have
bzen huried by past floeds. It is alse suggested that the former street
leading from the Saw Mi)l, Bldg. Ho, 3{ acress the island to Bldg. Ne.
2, the Plour !Miil, be hrushed cut and utilized as a eross trail connecting
ihe two existing trails that now run parallel to each other on the north
and south sides of the izland.

In addition to historical inkerest, the Island also contains a
number of features of natural interest,such as plant life, Lird life, and
soime animal life. It is suggested that in interpreting the island that
historigal and nature stories he combined inte one self cuiding leafiet
so that visitors will e given a chance of partaking of both stories as
they walk over the island, A& good map showing ihe island in 185% and
surviving ruins will ke a basic requirement to enable visitors to
visualize what they are viewing'and to understand whers they are standing
in reletien to other features, Individual ruins should also be marked
with brief signs that give the name of the structure and alse a nurber
that will coincide with a musber used in the text of the self quiding

leaflet,
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TELAKD OF VIRGISIUE, 180D - 1870

Harpers Ferry liegative HE=70
This photograph was probably taken in 1665, just
after the Civil ¥Way, The Bldg. nuphbers used here are
the zame ones to Le found on the 1859 Histerical Pase
Map. keading from left to right, the large four story
brick mill, Eldg. He. G, is the Cotten Factory erected

in 1847. The longlow building in freat of it iz Wern—

rwag's Baw }M1i1l, Bldy. Mo. 3; to the right <f &, near

the river is Lldg, Ho. 7, then 8, and the mins of the
Cotton Factory, Blde. Ho. o; By Bldo. 5 stands Dldg. lio.
37, note the open canal, snext to the runs of Fldg. 5 stands
the stone machine shep, Cldg. ﬁc. 4. Felurning to the
Saw ¥ill or Bldo. Ho. 3, to the richt stands a shed, Gloo,.
¥o. 11, then Eldg, No. 12 and at the far right Bldg. Ho.
15. In the foreground are the traciks and switches [(turning
levers) of the iWinchester and Potomac Kailroac,

Aeross the Shenandeah River are two govermment dwelling

houses and the Pipertown Road up Leudoun Heights.,
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¥IRGINTUS O HokE’S FSLALD, 1865 - 18Y0

Harpers Ferry lecative Ho. HF-119

This photoegraph was made in 1865 or Just after the
Civil War., 1In the foreground is to be gcen the roof of
present BEldg. No, 48, across the street the brick struc
ture is the Armory Stakle, located on Shenandszh Street,
Block f, Lot 2, Behind the stablc is & Portion of the
Shenandeah Canal and beyond lays the Island of Virginius,
Bldys., numberced as on the 1850 Histeorical Base Map in this
rcport. FProm left to right, starting on far side of W. &
P. B.R. tracks: Eldg. He. 12, Bldo. No. 13, Bldg. ko. 15,
Blay, Ho. 16 and Bldy, Yo. 36, HMouse vigible between Bldos,
No. 13 and 1Y, across the street, is Bldg., Ho. 17, Bldg.
Ne, 18, Bldy. He. 19, Blag. lio, 20, Ko, 45, Ko, 34, Ko, 33
and Ha, 21.

On closer side of it k. Tracks, by cars, Bldo. Mo, 14,
Bldg. ke, 22 and to right 32, 31, then apparently a covered
bridge te the island. The three and cne-half Etery stone
min 5 Bldg. Ho. 2, the flour mill, to the richt of the
mill is Bldg. Fo. 24, beyond and to right Bldg. Ke. 28,

Lhe chopping mill; te the right of this is what iz probably
the ruin of iren foundry, Gldg. Ko. }; beyond and to the
left of the chopping mill is Housse Lo, 27 and te its right

is small Dldg. Lo, 248.
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707 SILEALDOAN RIVER AND TSIAED
af VIRGIHIUSG

Original Glass Negative at

Cettyshurg H.L.P.

Harpars Ferry iHegative Hoo HE-29
Photograph tas-en in 1865 or 18B6, just
after the Civil Yar,

EBldgs. frem lefi to right (See Bldg, Hos. on 1853

Historical Base Hapl) The white stone stuccooed Dldg.

next to W, & P. R.R., Track at left iz Bldyg., We. 15,

next is Dldg. Ko. 16 and then Dldg. Fo. §6,
Across the street, and in the rear of Bldg. lle. 15,

is probably Bldg. Wo. 17 with black roof, then Bldg. DRo.

18, Uldg, ko. 19, Bldo. Mo. 20, and next part of roof of

Bldg. ile. 35, .
To the right of the photographs are the 3. story stone

ruins of the Island Fills flour mill. The two story bricx

|
;
i;
;
|
|
f

house in the right Foreground is prebalbly Bldg. Moo 32 on
the 185%9 map.

Hote the dam across the Shenandeall River, with the
river wall, and three locis gates dividing the area into

the outer and inner lLasin,
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¥IEW OF TFE ISLALD CF VIRGINIUS

Fhotegraph iy Tussel of Saltimore.

Donated by lirs. lenry leDonald,

of Storer Collegore.

Harpers Ferry Negative lo. BER-364

The kmildings on the hill te the lefi sre Storer

College structures, This photograph was probably taken
in the 187045, To the right, on Virginius Island are
to e secn the ruined wall of the Fleur Mill (Bidg. No.
2 on the 1859 Historical Base Mar}, and slightly beyond
and fo the right of the mill, Dwellinc Fouses Ho. 21, 33, 34, 35,
20, 19, 18, and 17, on the 1859 wap., The four story brics
kuilding lseyond them in the distanse iz the Cotton Fac-

tery, Bldg. ko, & on the 1858 map. In the 1890's thae

Child-MeCreight Flour Mill.
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VIRGINIUS ISTALE

National Geegrachie lile No. 14032%-A
Harpers Ferry hecative Vo. [IF-08
Denated by Jobn Feryy, of Bolivar
Yeights and Piitzitargh.
This photograph shews flood damage to the island
of Virginius; the wooden kbridge from the mzinland to

the izland has leen washed away. The picture was talken

gither in 1870 or 1889,
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JSLAND OF VINGIKIUS nIRRT 1200

Harpers Ferry Hegative Ho. HF-G3
This photegraph was tazen about 3800; note the

Lockvood Howse on Camp Hill above the Island. Te the
right ig %o ke secn the ChildelMeCreight Fleur HMill on
the Shepandoah River, the four story brick eotton fac-
tory,. Bldg, Ko, § on the Historieal Base Hap, erected in
1647. To the left of the BHailroad cars are to be seen
various gwellings (conpare with 1813 2. & 0. map} e

the far lefit the photograch is t; Le seen the ruined
walls of the 1840 fleur mill, Sldg. Yo, 2 on the 1859

Histerieal Dase Hap.
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BARPLRG TERLY FRCH MAYLAND HEIGHIS, 1896

hational Geographic Pile Ho, 140330-4
Harpers Ferry Hegative ho, 20

This photograph was taxen in 1886, the year in
which the Catliolic Clmreh was resncdelled; note the
acafEolding on the church. To the left of the ehureh
and on the kani of the Shenandeah, slightly above the
church, is te ke scen Virginius Island., The large
four story brieik building on the edge of the river, is
Bldg. ¥o. & on the 1859 MHistorical lase Map, the Cotton

Factory erccted in 1B47.
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