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\.'e G·~,;cnr 1-:ith "is~ori,.m Cindl'~ sct,J(Jestion of lhc l\lo 
folU n.:.turL' ,;[ t;,e problc>."•l: ~l<tDiljz,,tion and prcserv<>tion 
of lho nnns a'l.J tivoir intc->rrc·L«Hon, ""also .:wrc·n that 
archcolc·,,ie<tl ~xploralJ.on ~Lould .be conC:c.ctcd a~ ,,n cdrly 
cklG. 3uch adivity t.OCJ.Y wdl ~urn "•'1-' ~o:·."' very inlercstin<c 
c:<hibhs for ilisplay on--ade or in a nuscu:n. In fa<:~ w~ 

hi>.VC l<1<lrned OL iho tec<>~l disapp~arance cf an old stcn" 
1-1lwcl, p<'rhdps d rc11c ot- the Dour ::all, 1<hich ior )'<?ilrs 
lay halO tuned""' Llw island. 'Ihc ~Gli-guHiin<J ·ailil ar­
pcals very slronoly to us, sine,:,, in «cldUion to lhe ~ue>­

erous !li~toric rui~s, there cxie.ts a nice ;ariuly OT trBcs 
and 3hn.!os. ;;~"Y srcc'es oi binb are also fcuC\u on Vi1~ 
0inic>s Island in the sprinc an<.i swo.-,..c~. Vancus ·"·arblers 
ar<> pari:icularly «l-u:>w~nc. "c"rdci.ncc.i !listory and ""'--n"l 
history Gelf-guidinc:; tlctil b lndic,,ted for thin isla:-tJ. 
We doU)o·c, ho,;ever, the \-iiscic:n ci" excav«ting the ' .. •ormhlC' 
Ca."<ill. 'tho 6il'£iculty o} praservin<:> cven a s:c,ctll f.'Ort~on 

of this foctlurG 1•ould be <;reat in vie1-o of the recurnng 
floo<h to -,lhich l'ir<;imus Icla"u is suL)cctod. 

Desirability of "sOaLlishins sall-cuidi~,~ histur; <mci 
natura) history tr<>il ~.as l..ocn disc'-ssod with i-.c,·)Olhl.l Lc-­
tcqJretivo Plan:><n r:o~o and ll is hojocd tha-;_ a start ca:-t h> 
maJa "" such "projuot Loforc th<e na>:t travul season. 

D. b.~nan• Eslirc1ta of Cost for 0t«~oili:oiW2____P.uins and 
Jl<>hilDililulin'" CrounC~ 

The prcli1ainary enii!'kllerl cost cO- arohcolc(1icul ey.­
plor<!hon rcquir~d ('" the lsl<!nd of Virqinius is \_ljiJC: 
l::slirta-l_e for st,>Lllizulion of ,-,_,ins, ro•rnovinq Lnwh, etc. 
!;S,CGO. 
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valid clair to tith to th~ Isl.lnd of V~rginius. 1 11lG invest-

r"veals il. llt>!.lb.>r of facts rcluting to tne 0erlY history of tile 

islo.T,d of Virginius tlwt do not <>PP<'ilT in the Deed Books and 

land r<Ocords. 

On 11UG<-'St 11, 1843 ){;-.jor Creig s~h:nitted tk spcc::al survey 

sho;ing the loC<Otion of Govcrru.>cnt prop0rly lines in relation 

to the Island of Virqinil.>s to lh<; 0.-clnance D~p<lTCrr.<:ont. (For 

Brm.-n's twrvcy of J~ne 1843, and lhE' leg.,nd or notes tho.-eon, 

sec tlw next pdgc·s o!· this rcport), 2 

1. L<;. Col. T<>lwtt, •:'rd. D~pt, to llajor Cral';l, Jdy 14, 18',2, 
}>icroLh. Reel 19, v, 2, p. 108, ir, reply Lo Cr.ng's le::tcr 
of June 25, 1842, ;:ation<ll :,rchives r-;<Ct<erial, ,\lso T, lcott 
to SecretO.l')' of 1•/.,r J, c. b'pe!,scr, [Wgt;~t 17, 1842, f<ed lS, 
v, 14, pp, 1301-1392. '1\>lcott ro Cr,.ig, I>Pnl 18, 184J, 
Re<?l 1S, v. 2, p, 139 <1nci Craig to T~lcott, April 19, 181J, 
R. 12, v, 11, p, 1043. 

2, R. 12, v, ll, pp. 1079-80. For otluor corrc~roncknce re1'-'tir,g 
to Bro'1l's Sarvey sec 'l'.:.lcott to Crc>iq, ii:lgust 16, 1843, 
R, 19, v, 2, pp. 159-lf,(.,, 'l'a1colt to C.-uig. Jluq~st 26, 
1843, R. 19, v, 2, p, 1C2; C~pt, 1,', l<iljll<<cii~T, Crd, D'Opt, 
to Crdg, S~pto.ckr 12, 1843, R. lS, v, f., p, 163, ]lro· n 
'-"s p<•id ~;ou,oo for this surveoy, Bill, Jctolxr 3, 1803, 
Reel 2C, v, 4, p, 393, 
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F>t the rcqJc~l of lknr•: 1:, Cr<liq t:.,jur of Oro,, nee 
at Jl~rpers Ferry I ilaV~ h\~de a sc.rw,y of that !hit of the 
Publ'.c la:,a5 at aa:rp<·H· :r~n:.- '-hicil b _,,J,r,lccd in "pdtcnt 
frG;n Lord,-, idCtX Prop>-icLor of" t~'" t;ortilv,-n );eel: of VJrcini" 
for 125 .:cq-,~ b~c.rin<J <lat~ on the 25th dc,y of f•~'ril 17~1, to 
llob:n:t ll~r,wr. The c-.~lls of scdd rator.t ,ore as follo,-s viz, 
Dcgil'ning ~1. ,, sycm,.ol."~ tr~e on the cd]e of t:w Sl>enu:,do«h 
riv~r, (~c-c letter I< >.n tlw above plu.t} the~ce S55 1:: 44 pule~, 
thence li GG ),; 72 poLs to a s)'C<., .. orc ai. t:-,c ])o>HL D, thence 
up the Pdoc:-"'" River li 48 \-1 20G poles to.; chcsCJmt G, Uw~.cc 

\-1 105 pot._, to" ~·Aito o,,k H, thclOc~ S HO pol~s to a n·d oak 
t:, thencE> r; 150 pol<>s \.o the b<:>ginrdng. Cont"ining 125 ucr~s. 

I beg<111 l.:y ~urv~y ilt ~,. olC stoopii:IJ sycw o~G tree 
standing on the 5ho~e of the S!wn,1ndouh :rivo:r •.i\ich --'-'~ sho" 
''·"as the ber;i;.ning co:rr,c:r ,\, I r<'" thunce S 51~- E 40 ps co J, 
thence II, 03-~ L 54 poles to C, thcllcc 1: 45-;;;:: 75.~ pol<es io 
the point D, th'-''.CQ ·~p "che Polomoc 1: 52 il 123 po1~s co i, 
thence)! 61 •_.; 3'/.3 polls to F. tlwnc.c ;1 ll5 ·.-; ~3.3 i-JOlc:s '-o a 
point sc.id to be the plnce of a chestnut tree call~ci for in 
th< put~nt at G, the cornor .::.lso to a w·i·_nt for 92 «<::n~ froro 
tile sa:·c to :·he sc..-:oe, bc>ur!l'<J duto tilt 19th ~lay of ,1pril l'/&2, 
thm·ce -.-id> lh·J sw .• e S 87~ \-i 126.3 poles to the plo.cc= o:- a ·.hitc 
oak callNi for i;. i:!lc p,-, ';cHi::; !l, '.fic,nc<e <HJ<Iln ·- :th Lhe sw,.e S 
2() r.,inut~s \·,'es~: lS pole~ ~o u ,.:,;te caL i:HO 1.0\- dead b'~t 
st.1r.dwg, '"'d reco,-.h.ed us the ;}ti':c our: cull~d fer in thc 
said toaicnt for 92 acres and no,- a cor,.cr to Gn> c,s lot f (&::all (l 
(these f,>c~s induc~d eG to GXt"nd th<o "',-r~st lGS rol~s" lir.c. to 
12G.3 -co reuch a poi!l1: bea:rn.g 1i 20 degrcc=s E: <lr.d 15 pol'-'s 
distant fr.on s"-id rccogr,lsed corner at f) contintdng t:oc S~'-" 

course fr<.>:,\ th~ \Ohite ouk di: f, ([;cull f) !A?onq S 20 d~qre~s 
\.'in all l:>U.2 poles, to tho pcir.t \-:,ere once Scooci t:n<cc 
5ycur .. orc,s, "'"":'\:ere sd.±d to n;proscnt t.'le raG Oil>·. c~ll~ci 

(or in the putent, and succi to !oc a ~orncor Lc George He- lcs 
land, .md ,olsot:oc· corner purchu.s~d to by t:w u~,itcd St,.t~s 
fro"' P.uthcrford Mld D .. rl_e, K, Uwncc [ gz;,;; l%.7 poles passir,g 
thro~gh the _lslu'ld o(- Virglmus, to tiLe bogir.ning. I ~L it be 
observed hm:ev,r, Lhct the clo~ing li,-.e ir. Eve p.otent "' d'-''-' 
L,st 150 poles, ,;-,ich b>:e ic rc·pr<>S<:r.t<d by the Lnc K--L, - L 
is a point on l-'r, 1/ctn'··,<l's "''··m>ll o"c::. about 12 f-eet from Crt< 
north sid~ of Lt, and is about 5 poles u.bovc u lurqc ~to,,c sncp 
L·O,ich st,Jnds :.curly opposi1:c to the •'·i<Jrch,.nt Ciill&r • 

PQSJ:T rcpresNtt~ u piece of ldr,d '-hich C~or<;o Ro1 les ~:~s 
to take in a <::0\.,pre&,;ise thu.t •,-as rcccr·, .. er.dud by iloses T. i!unt~r 
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AttoJ·ney ul Ld\'t in 1827, hy said 1\o' l<es r~l ir-q.>i,hing ull dc.iL. 
io tlw trL\il<JlC C.~ u:1d by ~;..Gcl<ting <:ll "cc<Ja,;c:ly dc·cGs to 
secure to LL" U :;t,1iOG the c";1tcre ,\CiL' of '"ho 1.ni c•r P'" "r "'-
-;:],is plw;;ic, ~-iw s<>id biO>w;rlc ia bour.dc•d ilG follo•, s: :ks~nn'.ng 
ut ar. irol holt in a rocic uioo·.:~ 2 poles £ron lhc• <>u,al ,_,,; 
nor'c.h of it <..t Q thence 3 '.3-~ 11 73,5 pob:J to t:tc S, C:. ce>rr.c•r 
of· S.K, Vlh'\."'s hO\:sc i1cing 1 pole~ s,: d t;,c l1ortit g<1tv post 
«i the hcc.d 0"i.e of the C.J'cll S, lhel:ee G 6&~ L 17,3 po)cs to 
R, thence ):or'-1' 23 poh·s to th<o )x<;Jinning Coloi<>i~.irg o:".-' acre 

si;:t<Oen p~re'L<;S ,,,ore <H lc:;s. 

U in an old house in ,.;,idt Robc:rt JI<-rpcr lived ~r.d oicd. 

Hobo: I Cco.c ;t rc,y d>1Ly to "'"''to t:wt o·. ing io local 
c.ttracti0n occasior:eci 1.ot onl)' by the great '" ount of iron at 
the plac<.e b.tt ·by the oro that pcrv..cC:cs tllis nig:,bor~wo<!, cmd 
the grutt '-""""" ,.,.ss ot the su;rf,oc<> over ·hie:\ <><•vcral of the 
lines run, ccnd also li>e dCff"ic\:ltics t!ormTo On t_;,.._, • ay by 
buildins<> and ta',~r, x.:~kes surve~."i"<J by thco ro,.g.wi:ic ncocdlc at 
this )'l~ce " very une2rtain b-1sin.:-ss. 1 tiwr<-'f-orG reca·,e;,c'. 

tne card·ul prc,sGTViltio:-t of G'«>r~.- i.no'.'il corr.<lr. 

V os a S)'Ci!.<:.OTG, a h·m11 ar.d ac::nol'l~Ugcd corner of 
tho land h"ld by tho r"preso:1t<:.tivos of G~orgc l~o-.lu:; cond their 
river l:x"ndc.rh's o.s recon:icci reaches tot~" rwig:,oorhoc<! of the 

three syc~~:,orc stUE\))S at 'K. 

G h i j k 1 !:! 5 K f W X repr~s·:nts c~·r~ai~ of ',he lines ard 
corners of t!1c purchas" fror,: R<~tfv,rford n"d D"rl •.· b;-· th~ United 

Stutes. 

]awc.s N. J. c . 
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"" ,,,r,,, ... ix'~• "'"" ,o·,, •>-" -'_) ,,L ouo., t.p the s'cca;r of lhe 

to the Sccrci.~ry of U•lr, J, l-:, Porter, on J,ttcnst 17, ll\',3, ),t, 

"On tl1c ?.Ji·h Jc•no lB12 J.;jr, Cr< ig in <.:Olr:::oand of the 
][,crpc·r~ l>crry 1,,-,,;ory, c.cio're~~ il lci.lGT to t:-.is Cifit'c• ~Gk!ng 
its co~shbrJ.th'l,, <.!loci L;at of til~ SeCl'th<•I)' of \Nr, t·o th. 
clah< of the i_;r,;_tcd St,;tcs to'"' Idand w tlu She:· .•. ndoc.h riva,-, 
nm-1 in poss~sslon of ',·l~nr.·aq a:.d other~. Th101 lc~tur ""'' fortic 
in bri,•L ci;c TCi-SOHS for bdi~v;r,<J it ',o b-'long to •;;,, Unitud 
Stet~~. anoong hic:1 ·--~r" tili>t ;_he I-'d tent to JkQur """s Co~t.c>O 
on lhis ~5c>, by ti"t<; Shul<!".cio:.h River ~~-d ;,Q clllusimo ,,,o(,~ tu th& 
ins\qnifh.,rt slT<·:~_.s 1hic'1 rom divides this ~sl nd troc-. Ute 
Hair,, ar.d t;,-,t th~r~ Uh p8rso:o~ ;>m' livir.g ':w n,.oor.ll•cl-~ \.hen 
no such s~p,.ration o>:istGd, and '-h«t c.~ htG as 13lf, thCs Id,.nd 
HlS in ·ChG )Jossc~sion of or.c 1-!orcl.:.nd, 1:\0 \.'<l5 con~iC:d-ed <1S 
"Goverm-•~ut tcr..>nt. It ~--cl:t on ,to: ever to say t:1<1t iill~ciiGcely 

;.;pon l·:or"l"r.ds Y0l,o"lal, or"' i<cPh<u:::o.o ~h Co~>~ty 3\orv<::,or ."~-~o-~·d 
it, as t:r.occopi<cd cmd c.r_cl ,, ir.,od l;:.nd, ·a·e<:> t>>.cro sold : t ~o onu 
Pitc;K·r, (!:<.c Pgcch~·}:) ·ho so)d i~ to ]dc•s St~bbl€LL"ld t;,_, 
SuperintcnC:<>nt of t:1c An ·.ory. 'ho cor.vq"~C: ~ t to ot!wrs. 

'l'his l"ttcr ·.:em rd:arr<>d by t!<e S"crdr.ry of !1-r, 
to t!w Solie: tor of the 'l'r<'ilr-~rr l.lth t:,~ qc..o:::bon 'C<-~1 c.C:vers" 
pOS!l~!H;io~. oc.st th.;o U. States of a btle' - "1"r,e Soltcltor's 
ar.~,:~r cbted llt:< jul:, 1812 · . .,s H.at it co·-ld not, uc.d the 
author,_Lcs t·lere <;~OVer .. T:~o Scocretcny t.1~n rcqt:eshd of hiro 
ihut ihv D1sCric·t Attorney •-- gltt ioe d'.r<>ct.cd to ir'q~ir~ ~nto 
fact:;, und rc·porc 'hetlwr lcg,ll procctci:>:g~ s;<ol-'lci ):;.._ CQh,noncd. 

1\ corr<>c:pondeL<C'-' iollovcd <!S to the dciVantu\J" of 
~,,-,ployjng ::r. ;.;,,,on, a legal Gcntle<c1&n Lv1n9 near the spo''• 
anci acqt>c<intcd' ~th the land titl~s of utc vicbit;; und -Lit~s 

Offic.o finully adyJ,;cd on Ut<; lHh ,",U<Jl'd 1842 ("-L w~hg d-·slrc..bl.;o 
for other INl~OlL~ }J'Cs:Oo<OS t:c:s, tlut Uw ("orn~rs ~ho .. lcl be foc:rod 
and n .• ~rtcci) th<tt t'·.c co . .,.'.:y Surv.,yol s:w~ld :Oo <1.,ployocl to run 
the line~ ~"d f"rnish il plc..t of hos Survey, in tlw f'irs• iiLSt~"'·'-"• 

as it <;O~lcl then ba better dc'cc,n..in"cl '1wti-.er to prosecute tC,e 
cluh:. 'l'his cours~ re~cnvad C1~ Sc·crct~ry's ,pprovc:l "'''cl the 
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en<'looc<i pht of 8c,-vcy, \'lth ~;.oj. Crc,~'J'" lctt<er of 1-;,c lllh 
inct, d-.c J,O'.·; n:£]kcHull~ s\lh.litt.ceU, 

lt j~ pn,,wr 1-o c.:tll }'<,TL" "UL·;tio:>, «l,d t.'lc,t of tho 
Solicitor''~ i.ho j'YL··'"'~t·v, sltocdd ~-he ';u)-,j•?rci; b-~ anclill rd-,rrcd 
to ni'"• io th.d. fct"~ ;-:,,,L the duciH<J li"•' l:L of Uu_• ''C·L&r.t of· 
l7C•l fro" ll,R Lol"<i f", irta" to )lQP~rt ;!•:rp_·r, 'hie:, )',::_"''~ ic t-~" 
b<!'>i~ of ~lw 'J. S"c"tcs' title lo ',he 1~!"-C::> '''- tnl,:; po,,t, h<'~ 

nei lh~r 1 !1-- prop~r di rvclion ' or s~ll! ~- c n l J er,s~h. 'i'i:> ~ LdY 
ensc fl:"u..: varia Lion of Co; .. pc:L,,, or fror.\ ,--rro~ of cc..lcc.l<ttion 
at thut ti1"•-·: it is L~lJcvcd Lo.cvvr to bu ;, r.:l~ th<•t ::wn 
~rror:; o;- tids Und <no ,:o· .. nd, ~h<: clo~.i:.g li:-.0 ; .. •.st tch> the 
dircctiar< o:·, .md ktv,, :;ufi-i<oic·,:. le11<_1~h to h'<~ch t:c~ po,!_Ot of 
bcgimnc,q, :>ci..:..:: liJ:c ,·ell be found circ;·,1t o., ·,)w plvt (E.'-" P"'J" 
.,_of lhi s repori.l U, .::ml c;s " l.ucw pari of -Lh~ lslao,r), a~ o.t 
pr<'scn-L '"'is-Ling, is bclic,·c·ci '::o ::ave b~a. )_\ad" by c:ll-_,v,c.l 
d-opo~i'""' c->l,cc l!•.ot ci.ote, '""-' b:. a:rhfic<>l 1 ~""s, ,t Os be>licv<"d 
-Lhil-L, th<1-L lir.c vHl r-=pr~ser.i. very ne.orly th" o:.tc,- <>':ore o:' 
the l.oJ,-:,c:i, or t;w b~nk of ti10 rJvcr <!S t:1~n e::h~bg (:n 17~}). 

If the is)a;-td in <J\.kstion \·:dS not an lsl",-,d at -Lh~ det-L~· 

of the p,,t~nt, it ~ppC>ar~ thQt it has becCL•C so c~ bo ZGtl; 
Sept. l'/52 for a'c 'chc:t c><>te RcOcrt ;~;;rp"r <<>:ecut'-'ci hi~ 1 ill 
divicii;,g '"'d :,cq·.,,"~hir.q ,,;s cst<>i:e <:~t t:t!.s pl~cc: hc·bcc''· hls 
nep:w;, Rob~rt Griffit.!l, ilnd h1::. niece< Sorell ;;,r,x·r, !:>•.- <:ertair. 
fc<Oces, -.hi<";, t:'" prcs<r.l ploL of S:.:rvc,y cic·5<'ribQS u~ Oe:ng '-" 
the line fro.: G ton, ur,d goes on to "'"Y t:>ClL l'lte saiC: Gr:ff1~hs 
P<•Tt is to ir,cl'"<.k< t:w lsL<Hci opposit~ to -.h~l·e b.; d:_vic!ir.g 
line stri't:es t:-w SIKn,.nQo,u, 

Griifit:>s son "''d !<c!.r-Qt-la>- on ~h<' 9t:, of Jc.'Ol.<>ry 
1'1~7 u·.ecu~GO a ciGcd of co;;Yo)<lilCG to Rc:Lhcrfurci, D"r:.c, "''d 
otlt~:rs, for Hw la<.d ~o dl v. ,;.-u b:r RobGrt ;), rpc·r, rGf<>rri >'SI to 
th" "ill c:c,d to i.he Island il. the Shcl•<,r.cioil.\ and Gxpr<'~Sll'CJ tC.e 
intenlio:o to cor.vcy <>ll so <i~vlsed, ycl_ in <Joing on ;'o give, 
the bo:.:·.a"ry lH<ilS oi the l.;:l(i co"veyed, thoc0 giv~n i:,Y<> said, 
by the prGs~nr s:.:rw,y, to 00 rc;:>rGs~nt<Jd in t'tc Ec.st and on the 
Shcno:r,rlc~~\ sid~ by t:"\c lines run:1ing fro,;, G tinocc;:c h, i, j, 1:., 
l, m, to K, dc.<J.consecr'''ntly c,ot ~J'lbr;;ciPg the ial<tHC:. f<uthcrford,;. 
D<:lrl:e C othcrs(Subsc~r.tiall:, thco s~;·,e bon;;cbr;· llJ.C-~, j>'-lt L;"k::ng 

~ r '' ·( ,_. ,_.,..,, 
no refcre;,ce ,nat<:v"r lo the lnlil.r.d. , .. 

1 
... ,-, J 

'~,- o/ ' 

0>'~-., ·/".ILO 
i.-..f,·.····· 
"~·.Jf;"·'·' 

1 have no do; bt b\1t tholt a portion, at lG<ost, of ,-hct 
is <'"-ll~d on the prcsn.t plat of s_rvoy ,_;,e lsl<•nd of V rg;niJ.:s, 
'as incl,,Q,;·d in lhc: P"L"nt co :Ltrper. 1:. ,hc.t Criffi t:, nle~d<.d 
to convey it to lllllh·_rford--l::l''" ull rofercHco co it Oci:'q omitt<-d 
ir. l(uth<'rtords D~~d tc the U. Gt•'t"s- tlw fo1ct o{- ii.s bci:og 
aftton.ards "~':~·r·.-6 <:~s uncl<liLud land -tho;, p-~rticipc.-.:ions .n 
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ib >;wl~, )r; ih' tl1<,;> :J''P~rintc"d:c,t of Ut" Arroory-t'>e fad- litut 
5iH"'' b&in<_! "'' cn'.c,·red i~. il,,B L-,o,,n 1 «eh: V<.<lt,__,b]e ,,t prlV<.li.e 
<:;.Joc·;,~o h;r )\ G, 1: lls, );,,_.)LH'J :lot,,;,·~.{<',, <m<i l:t-1 ilk \:inc:wn"'Gl­
~"cl Pol'-'"'' 1/"il Ro"d Cc•:.r, ,,,-, v:rdl:,,cc~, it'"' b~lic·vc.ci fror. 
liw pr~<;c;ot ovc .. ;u;1ts tlto r><it·:: of·.,\)' ·[.,rc.><Jh ~t h•r thucr 
:roc<el-dl thr.3•' J-.,cts co:.inn"d ca.1s" l.~ lo cioullt -.;h-iiH.'Y it 
""'ld >o <:<iv·:;c.:OJc· to tc";-c 
tho cl~i.. ,"3 

lr. ti"' cc'co;,d Tr)->ort, da.tul J:ovc•Jl.bcr ?.l, lC-13, Solkitor 

"(•n the 9t.1 of Scpt<'!,li:LI lu.>t, a.s <mpcar,- by an enclo.rsmnGnt 
on the P<<P<;H', )"0" rder-r~d to mo ,, letter from Col. Tc.lcott, 
aud s·.:ndry doc.n\e>!<lS in rd<tlio:1 io the cl<lim of Ch" 1.,, Stdtes 
to <m Islctn~ ~t :I"rpr:r's J·'~·r:rl, ·.hie::, b r;o,· in Uw poGscssion 
of ;:r, L. i.'~·n.· ~g ~. otiturc. lt lS pro;>cr that ) sho,.lC <iCd ch,ct 
those papers :·ore •·ot rJccil.'cd ~t '"J. o!iice .<~.tll t.l~ 1ti1 1.lto. 
'i.'h!s .i.s un::·l'"r~<>nt ho.cv"r, «s I do noL rccOl,, .• ~'""- f·,rthcr .:.ction 
o:·. tho JJ«rt of ::1>, U. St«t:cz. n·~ril'c t!w P'-'~~ ~'"·Lwr 1 r.:-.do u 
pcrSO!l<ll (XOJ . .i.lO<ltiOI'. of t:w pro,.:ses, <it'd l e~t e lo the• opir.ior. 
l.hctt if tlw ti-.:lo of ~he L. States :.lq;,c cil o:.c ti:.e il<:V<> bc•Ln 

w..:li:ct<>i~&d, yG!. i'' cm:sid~·raio:. of t'''- r,,cc ti1.1t t~:" .ureperly 
ha.d been l.l.ldc vdc.ublc "t privat~ eo:;>e•.s~· :Oy t:l, cre<.tion of 
Dc-r:cs, ;.:ills <>n0 D· <!llino :Jo,,st•s, ~-"d of ~he abler circ,•mstonce;:; 
rofer:rcd -co ln the 1-otiar of Col. c.L\lleott, of ·.>= Dth of -'·'•'J'~st 
last, ii1at it •.c.s in,XjO~dic-r.L to jOro~ccl!Ce t;1e eLci•-.. ~'' :hi~h, 

vic•··, 1 ctlo< ha!J;'>;.· to i"i:\G, I do rot di{far free:. Col. '1~lcott. 'l'hc 
m"in qu~~ticm 1$ o:K of f~d '"'to t:c.· bo:mcL::r~· lir,o. · .. clich it 
'""l<i b;o -Lhe pzovi;,c~ of" J,;ry to c~ton .. inG; c'-! fed eor.ficknL, 
tlw.t aC~y do-"bt t~K') Lcght Gnte.-tctw ·.o,;ld yield to the cor.sidc·r<li.ion 
that thv d~.i;. h0.ci 1 ot bGell pur~ucci cm~il individu~ls .ud :·-~d~ 
qr<Mt iLprov~!·d1ts on !.iw }sl :od, u.nd t:,at ~ venliet ·,auld b,:, 
against the t.:HiV·d SL;t"s.,."1 

'· 

R.aol 23, v. 3, pp, 20\l-211. Incln<{~d l:.ith thl~ r"port aTe 

copi<es of the follo. ir,g 0ccJs. Lord Fai:rf~x to llobert Hetrpcr 
for 12~ (lens, dated F~bl'Jcry 25, 1'/Sl, 1:"el 12, v, ll, 
pp. lOS7-lC38 (note contiHucd on P'-'0" 8) 

Reel 23, v. 3, pp. 2D5-2G7. 
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C:n llov~ll.Hn 23, 1843 the Onb<>roce llcp.:rl:r .. c~t i.nfon,cd 

S.:;ocxintcnC·-nl. c,-alg, tlwt o:o t:w ~tsis of T~l~ott':; "';d ~he 

SoLei tor of ihu Treas"ry'~ report, th" s~crnVr:: ot \i,.r hud 

taken on the- :;ubjcn:t. 5 

Lt, Col. Talcoti'~ rq>ort rcvLuls tlwt tC.o> island o•' 

in 1816 it ~'"d been li~Led '" unclail..ud land, 'L1le l8G3 mu.p o< 

l!~ll'CYS Fun;; (s"" traci~q " P«rt of plan 00 "">;l P<l<JS of ' <f1lS 

repor~) deline.,tes the Id -.nd of Yirgini,:s " detdl iii that 

claio and shms it a.s an cmiir.provcci arcu, thas further sub-

hidoT}' of bo islunci, 

l:otc 3 conlir.uc•d: Lord Fairfax's D0cd Lo RobLrt \Iurpo:r for 
82 acres, Uded April 10, 1762, 0<, 12, v, ll, ;Jp. lGSG-lUCO; 
Robc:rt Cdf·U~i''" D~ed Lo 1'ho".:~s R'~tlw:rford, l.':J.li,~ .. D~rk" 
& others for 310 acr~s, <iu-L~d Jc:~uury 9, 11~7, ll. ll, v. 11, 
p;o. lG$3-1086, 

5. Rc"l 19, v. 2, p. 165 . 
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ISLHD CF VlilGJ 1111:~; lSlG to 1830 --

In 1816, D~r.iol 1-:cl'he1son, Surveyor for the CmH>lY 

of Joffcr"cn, Virgir.i~, took out a Pc,tcnt from the St,.te of 

VirgiJ.i<t for tlw Ish!-.d of Virqiniu~ m; c:ncluin.cd l<!ml. 1 

On 1-\,_y 1\l, 1317 HcPherson and h<s ,.;ife &.~anah sold the> isL.nd 

d~scribed as follo,·m, to John Pe,;cher for $l,CUU: 

"neing '"' Island in the Shenc.>:do,.h neC>r ik.rpers l'C>rZ)­
<md beirg the lO\:cn,ost Island in s~id river, contain5ng ~-l~vc•n 
acr~s, o!1e rood <1nd tinrty-io::r poles <.r-.rl boundvd us follm s 
to ,.,it D~ginn1ng at; .:t S;amoore hid Ole the east er,d ,,nd ru: ning 
up suid river 'ith the me,.nders th.oreof ;1 lU \•/ l pole, ll t,6' 
3G" f/ 26 poles, ); 69 H lt, poles, ],' 7b' ,12" ;; 15 p<.>lces, i• ~0 

\} 22 poles, s 50\·,' 13 poles, ,!o a popl~r. s 66 ·,; 13 eolos, to 
~ poir,l opposi~e a so>' mJll (loc~tcd on c;.-u•s Id.onC}::; 37 
>1 15 poles tobo sm.;ll ash ~"d dJ:. bush<>s on thG \-c_,s"t ~nd o£ 
s~id Island lh<mc<> dm·.n ti'.e said n.ver ·it:. tiLe r.-e0nders lh·~r~of 

S 77' 30" J:: 31 pohs, ); Wl'f_'J./jr' poles, S 72 2 Z5 pohs, t: 80 
E 13 pol<Os, S 73 :S 9 poles, :-: 65 E 2 pclcos to the beginEing, 
containi~.g clevc•n acres """' rooc! and tlLirty polos 1Wrc or loss 
,-.r.d all houses, bullding orch.ord 1-:<Jys, ·oter,,."2 

On August 30, 1823 John Pe,<ch~r dnd his . ife Lydic! 

sold to J''"cs Gtubblefield for one cent the follm:ing lund: 

",,,boeing il srn .. ll pcirt of- ~n lsl2ind in the Sho=J>c•ndoah 
Riv~r near Harpers f',-,rry. and thc-lm-.. ern.osc lslcir.d tn SciH! 
dv"r (-;-:hie~\ t.ould be the Id<1nd of Vlrgini~S), bouncied "" 
follot·s-;:o 1 it, - ileginr,bq <>t t~<: ".est northern cor~.or of said 
Isl"nd ,.nd n.nning thence S 50 I< 4 poles tO~·ncc due J::<•st 17 
poles thence ll SO 'tf 13 poles to the !Jcginnir'g contain~ng 
thi..ty perch<;s,,,"3 

l, Note_(' of Lt. Col, Talcott, atto.tched to-his r~port to tha 
Secret«ry of \Jar, August 1"/, 11!43, Reel 23. v. 3, pp. 212-213, 

2. Deed of B, /j B, D~ed Book tic, !0, PP• l12-H3. Jeff<;rson 
County Court Ho.ose, Ch-:rl0s To,n, ;.[e8l VH 

3, Deed !look 13, pp, 27-28 • 
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.:ith his oJl·icidl po,:iticn, )J\\t n:pres~ntod ,, priv,;:tc' or p<>r~o_,~l 

'' •• ,unci b:·ir,g the ,,:wl" of&!). islrt•1<\ (exc<:'pt tlurty 
t· o P"rc .. ,c~) ir. the Sh,n .. ndoa:, river (·hide 8tubblcL<·l_d :oud 
,,cquind on [,u<y,;st SO, 1823) ne<er i!<.-rpers F~rry .-.r,d D~i"'l the 
lm.er '''""~ ida"d ill s,,;d i'1ver, thctt p~rt of sc.ici Osl"'-ci 
herein <:OO,\'Cycd contc..iniP_g t· <'lvc <<CTcs one rooci .or,cl fifteen 
pcnh;;s ""'cl t>o.,nC~d '"' follO\-:s. co ,,·it, Bcglm,ing at " ~ycmwore 
(;);'C) stunp on the, "'"~t clld o± ~~id 'sl<,nd .,;,drcmnin'J >:p ~,lid 
rlvCr 1-iih the """"dors tl>creof ]:orth 10 ,,. ona pol<> thon<:e 
N 4G{- W 26 poles, lhen.;;L ;; 69 \','poles lu a stoo]>i"<;; ·_illO\ the! ce 
li 75 W 15 pol~s to ,,r, iron bol-<: b a rod: :.:ncCur th~ bridge titencc 
leaving th~ m''""dors of ;;,id :ri>·or <>J>d runPir.g due \·lc·st 11J pol<es 
to ,;n iron bolt in ,, rock ther,ce ,-it~l the r.-ou.r.dc:rs of s .. iC l'iver 
S 7J 1-< 19 poles to an iron bolt in" rock, lh~~c" S '.3-~ ',•: lU 
poles lo ,,n iron bolt :L~ a rod, >henco So:Jth s; \·1 6 3/lO poles 
to o. sm..;ll ash and <>lH• on the \'est <.er.d of :;-~iC: idunci tnoHce 
dcn-m s.:.id r_i_v~r ,_;t:, the <.oc.:.ndcrs thereof 3 77' 30" S 0 pol as, 
thence Jj 83' 30" l; 31 poles, l"\clLCI> ii 8'/' 3lJ" ;.; 24 poles, lhertC<' 
S 72 E 2~ poles, t.~cnce [,' 8U ):; 13 pole,-, :i:hel\ce S 73 I: 9 poles, 
theno:e ll 65 E 2 poles to lh~ bGginr.ing, contu1ning t· dve ~cres, 
Ol\e rood und hfl~cl\ poles, togdCla:r • nh ull sin<;r-'l~r l:ills, 
nill house, r.tachiLbry, •. at~r, • ater cours'",. •"'' 

One day lilter, 011 i'u.cgu;;t 31, 182'., Ja...,-.es Slccb:Olefield 

This co"~r~ct provid~d for U>e il.prove1e.ent of the l.-atar c!w.r.nel 

or <.-anal th~t passed on the inner or r.orth side of lhe _i_slalld 

and also granted St'-'.Lblefielct Lhe :ri<)!tt to<:r<>ct " ctam across the 

Shenandoah River. The doc.::r.tent roads, 

4. Deed Book No, lJ, pp. 2$-29, Deocl of· :1. &. s. A'.lry..st 30, 1824. 
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"ArU_clen of l<grocr.GJlt ent"rod into t,,;,s :llsl d.Hy of 
/,w;~ust, lS/.1, Jwt""~'n Clkrl<·s /,. OL\li<rl "''d h\rr, DGll, c.g,'Hls 
for t:1e •·m·· .'3'1c!\idH.lod, (C""c.T) (;c' :' .ny, Uuly '" thod~eU ''"d 
cc·;J01•'Cn'J loy orGc-:r of L:1~ l'r:::sid·et·t und Dirodors oJ· tiw <:~id 
(;o._.p,•.r.y, enl~n,d uyo~ th~·ir "''mtcs on Uw 27th :!J13t,ll;t, " 
~o;>y of \.hich is ho·rcto ""''""-~d, l>f- Lh~- o~" p,o:-L, c.nd Jcuc.c~ 

Slu).obC.d·ic.'d, of ci1~ Co'.>J>ty of JoOforson, ctnd :cl\.:1 o' ':krp0rs 
Ferry, of che oth"r p<>rt,,,Hitn0~stll: lhat tiL<= p<u~y of tite 
first p<.>rt dolh ugree i;<!>d convon•tnt on the p,ut of lho suid 
co· .. pnr.y, to C)ivco und doth her~by give to the purty of the s<1c·ond 
parL, th<? p:r.i.vil~<J'-' of "ruclir.g u_ricr .. acro~s th~ c:<Jnr.el ut 
any poinl le>=lo·.· ~he ]o, or locks l•C1ioh \ . .:re locatec', on Il--lll'~ 

Riflo }'aolory Islund), o;, tC!a s;w;n,do--h River, r.eetr to :J~rp~rs 
f'srry, ·.hich he Xl'ay-~hoo~G, so .os to turn all tho Fdt<>r 1.hicil 
no1 or at <~lLY til.\<; muy flot: 1.hrol-gCl tho said cha''""l into <1 canol 
no• .. Jnilds a:>d partly yet to be n,ado, through his i<>ld':',d r,e,·.t 
belo\ ti'~ s<tici locl:s and on \'hich his grist mill:; «nd '-'dific~s 
no•.,• stand, to0eihor 1:ith the priY1lege of using ull t:w \aler 
so turned unto his canal, 'hich n.uy not be at ctny allci "11-..--rr 
tirres necessary for tile froo, cc~sy .;nd ""fe ,,-,vig;n_iolL of the 
said cano:l, by the bo.,ts uscc-r.di:\9 and OcscoJndim; the Sh<>ncncicftlt 
Riv<Or toany ;><>il't ••• Tne)', the ;:>urty of first pdrt, f"l-Lher <>qrv~ 
m•d bind the.-:-.selY~·s, in be!ldlf of the saiil Prosid~nt and Direciora, 
and thc>ir s·,.oce<>so~, ''o p,Jy to thG sed d pc~rty of the ~ecow:i 

p~rt, seven huHored and fifty Collars to·.ards l"il2cirog tlw said 
i~.provument 'ith a lock c~nr,e>.0c\, mn of Uw proc~cds of tolls 
coll~ci.cd on the up1·urCs and do'm«rcls t:·.:,.sport<>Cion of cor-.t­
mo6Lties to ~nd ftc.,. the )>'lbllc ·.:orJ:s or factot:ti<:S (£:1~) 
belongi;,g co the L"Oted S-cc<~c·s, on the aaid :Oben,1n<!oz,.t llivor, 
at and near the aforcsuid Locks, toqetlwr l:itll Intcresc <>t the 
rate oi· sl>: per cGnt p"r .:;..c,un till paid. It is dso farther 
agreed on the p~rt of the flr'Ot p<,rty ~hat t:1~ '><:ici ~~cc,-.d p<u-ty 
nlily enter <lnd )Lilke any dan, ·n lhe r..ai1'ch.OHnel of sc~i« riveo:r, 
1hich he :--1ay deer 'lccessary !.o incrN~" t:1e q.>antity of 1:atGr 
in the sc~id canal cicroug:, hi:;lslund afo~·csaid, 

N01' for and in cor.sidcrutiOlL of the prcmisGS <>f-oresaid 
the said party of the second part, on his par;: ~grees <:nd binds 
hir.lsdf, his heirs, executors, ilddnistrdtors ill d ass>'J".~ to 
)oake the d<.U" first <lfores;,id, in st>bst<•nti<>l and pen illlent 
style, at such a distance froc. the !o,_,r lock dfOtr<sald, as to 
fonr. a convenic!'t bus ill, ll\" h;ch th" bo<,cs ~"d ot~er cruft 1 ,dy 
turn into ar~d out of the lock <:foresald dnd 1nto c.,.d out of 
the c.onul thro"gh his Isl.,nd afor~s"Jd th~t 2le 'ill 1 .. al:c ""ri 
keep" good and suff1cJent candl for the P''ssa<;e of S'-'Ch bouts 
and cr"-ft <>s de> and h1ay nu'<iqate tC,e s:,cr-.c:.ndouh «nci Pola;-·<>c 
ri'<ers, fro.-, th~ 10~id dill\1 tnrouq'l <.nd to the lo-.-or .,,._trCJ:llty of 
su.id Island Th<•t at tfle lo\ie! exirertllO:y c~for0sa,d, he will 
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<"OHStntct (, Gdr,,b)e an6 t'.!fjicicnL lccl: to l«t tl>e hO<•tc u"cl 
cr«ft dfor<,~dJd p.u;c up c.Wd co;r iLlu c;nd fre<.: t!w <>c·p ;ulcr 
ir-. the- Ch"''"~l of \he ~<>id S'"''''-,,,uo.-•lt rivc·r, '"'d 1~"t Ute sc•id 
canul ctnd locL :;,c"ll be• ire~ i·or \ll.c p.;~sugc e>f "'"'Tl spccic·s 
of croft hd l:.., etc ,,3 intcnci.'d b;- i.<lO d•c~n:cr of thoc Cdid 
co: par,y - <OlHl t:l<> S<Iid lc('); bdn'J fb,~:cc•cl ,.nd rocGiVcd by lh<> 
Pn•dcLmt '"'"' Dir.,cLorc vi t"i"' ;;uid corc.p;:my, ,-,, ci;tr«bl•> ~nd 
s;>fficient, dwll ;,, t<d ~,-, ul\d con~icc•ro•d as t'lc ;>YC}'CJ:~) o£ lh~ 
s,ud ~O.JXU•y,"~ 

him to four JX•rsons fol-· a <]rar:d tot.ll of S28,SCO, lly ihe first 

deed, St;.,bblcficld sold to Font.-ine BGcbiliL for ~lO,SOO ti1~· 

the e>v.ter or SoCJth side of the :o.;ll r«ce, ').'his prop"rty •._e 

on th" 1634 llllif'S that "-Pl-'c<.r in the r.cxt c..',apter). The dc~d 

for Tre<ct No. 2 reads in p;;;.rt: 

" ••• n~·JI i-!crpcrs Fern. b~ing P«rt Of ;;;.n ls1-r.d ly;nq 
ir. lhe Bhen<:rdcah River ;.~c;r its j:.nctio;, ··1t:-t t'le Poto:: .. ~cJ-, 
beh_g trw ""'-o IsL., d \·.'hie:, """ convcy"d to tr.c ,;~io Jd,.es 
st~b~?lofielJ by,, <"corto:in Jo~>:\ p,,clwr ,.~d ,ife,,,th"' s.;,id 
picc<-,,,0£ ~aid lsJ,md ;_:; bo";'d"d as follm,;, '-'>\-it: 
lkgim:i10g ,-t " :;Vi:<: in the crmtrc of th~ Street, corn"r to 
1·/er:w,,g (Tr~ct );o. 1J, ci1cnco rcversir.g his co"rs"' S "/"/ t: 2 
poles and-l'lit lir.l:s-;- th.nc~ lec;ving S<JHl street 1;, 13 1:: lL 
polc.s and 8-~ 1;,;,, to a bJo·,onG;t of Stw~:cn6.och Rivor, tn~nco up 
the SUJn~ ); 81 1l ll pol s c;nd 2i linl:5, crossir.g U1e roill -.:ail 
race to an eh,, lh"nce 1; 78' :JC" cr:til it inter~<;cts a line 
dra\.-:-t l! 14' 1~' 1·: frc:r. be Iro;, st<>kc at t!le norlh end cf the 
Hill dUJ.,, a;,d thence l-il!l s<-<id lin10 reve-rsed to ~<l>d Iron s'.~ke 

at the !jorth End of s~id lall, tile:lce "P thc l:ill llcce S 72' 
30" ll 12 poles ~nd ·;~} Hr.k~, lhcnce S &t, '.1 18 poles, ti'"""" 
!J 86' 3C" h' 3 pc1~s to tho <nl Eill r~<o (-;;-(''c'r.cct iio. lJ 
thence crossing thE" sru:.c>::; "/8 ",,' 2C pol~s "'ild 19 lLlks tO thO> 
upper "r:d of Ew stono \.'oll "t the> ho;:,d gate of t:w c~~-~1, 

thcnc" S G21 3G" '1/ ~ poles a~.d ::!",; 1ini:s to b:o /.~lws, the-nce 

S. Aniclos of Aqreen-.e~t, J\cg.:st 31, 1824, D"ed Uool' 13, 
pp. 259-260 • 
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C r.• 45" H crom1ir1g the• ;;.Lll lCuco, 1 polcn .:;r.<.l 7 Lnk~ to <:!1 
anh, tilc:·~-c 3 T!' :;C/' ;: do•" <'w river· ith tho l;N.nckn; a~d 
stono '-"11 7/' 3U" t; liJ pole~ '"'cl \~ liJ>k~, tl\C'nce !i bl' 3V' 
E 2D pol,-3, t:1e:·,a S Cl' i. 21 polu;, G SB i:. 8 G/ll p<>l•·s tu 
saiC: ]';.,-,, ·CJ's (fr~r:C J.o. ?,:) cornor, tlw1.c~ rcvcrs1ng i1is )ine 
r: 12' 3<'" ,; Hi o"Olcn Uf'G 1:':<' lbl:~ to tho bN;innin<;; cor,Lli;,w;:r 
()i!.-.n}) )'Ol~s of- lami,,,"6 ~ 

Slubblcdcld sold to :l'ol.nSc:ld J:lc·clch<>.':l for ::,7,500 b~ t.;.>;>cr 

im·ard or n<.lrth of "Lht nill race: "b1is piGce \:t• shall call 

Tract l~o. l, Tl>c eked for Tr<n::t J/o, 1 reads in pari: 

".,.~.cor lkrpers Ferry, being~ purt of ;or. isl.-:.nO 
lying in t\c s;,"naJ•doc.:l iClv~r, nei\JC its j;,mction ,-ith t!w 
Potom~c, L•in<J the sau:.e islet; d d\J c;l '· ilS conv~yed to t:lC s~1d 
J,tlnes St .bbleiield b,- u ccert,1L John Ptc.chcr u.nd :·ife by ci;>Gd ••• 
lh.o said pio~e or po:rtion of su.id isldnd is bo~n<:cd ets toll o•. s, 
to ,-it: 3:ogic,ning at '"' iron stc:i_o ui the J:orth ""d of \ho 
,,-all of th~ !:.ill d"-". corn"r to lo;-.tcir,e Deckh'~--\'s Lot (;_:;r_ ct 2) 
t:wllce r~,;nin<; ;,p t;,, ,-ill :r<:c<= ·.:J.th suid ;·. Gecknw.•'s lh.e tO t·.o 
l;sCws )lelT the ;le.::td of sdid n::cc, then~e Co:ll C:C.e nort;, sicle of 
the islu;.d ,,-,th th., ""'";icrs of the rivbr uJ.til lt i~7-<r~s&ct~ 
FoPt~in :Gcc;:h.:::.-,•s liwo, (~ruct }) theJ.cco "ith said l'. Bcockh.::;;;'s 
lir,., to the lkgin:-<ing, contuir.ing t· .. o acres of land, l:w lhe ,...,,_., 
more or less.,. ,.7 

Dy tl1e third deed, Stubbldi~ld sold to 2d· ~rd 1-:~qc:r 

for 1}3,COC u pert of t~w islu.r:cl ,-hicfl l-.'as locaCed belo•· or east 
0 ~ ,.,_, 

of Fonteinc Beckham's, Tre>ct Ito, 2 andflinner :;icb of til~ island. 

1'!'-lger's Lot '.-e shull call Tract l,o, 3; this deed reads ir. p.:~rt: 

" ••• near :-{,--rp~rs F«:rr)', boillg" purt of un Isle:nd 
lying in the S:1cn~ndoah, ~ear it j~\'.ction 1·ith. Ulc 1-'o',oJ,lac, 
bdng the sm.oe lslund 1!!\ic~l 1 ctS convc.ycd to t;w s-Jid ]d,,L'S 

StubblefiolcJ by a certain Joh.;, Pcuchcr ur.d >.iJ<e ••• the :;,.nd piece 
or portion of :;aid Isl"nd is bounckd as follo·-s:., 13eginr.ing 

'· D"cd o< "· & 0 o. D~ceubcr '"· 1824, D<>cd Dook "· "'" 330-331. 
Also De-oct 0' Tn:st, D;ocenbcr '"· 1e2~, Dc>Cd l3ool: "· pp. 332-333, 

'· Deed o< '· ' s. D"c"'nbcr "· 1824, Deed Book "· pp. 344-315. 
Abo ll<ocd 0' 'l'n:st, _D~cernb"r '"· 1824, Dcoed Dool:: "· pp • 315-347. 
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on tiw coott"'l si<i,• of a bra,oh of lhe c;!,c·~.<mdo<•h !<ivc>r, thence 
S }3 l·J ,,_-~h lho line of F. j"lod·:"'"'s Lot ('i'r<c:: l!o. 2) 10 3/lC 
polc•s to <l ct<:]o ,n the ;oiddo of th0 stnc•'t, tll'"\C<' -ith u 
li."c of Lc·' i.~ \;e-rr.· ~WL (fr. ct ::o. t,) Lo!"_ rcvL;·s,,d::; 77 :,: ll-' 
polo~''"'' Dtu)c, thcnco T: llc'·;,: l~\-0{10 polc,s to the: forcsai'ct 
[\rL,ch of lhc Sh~·numlo<.!h Ri vc,- t:\oll<:L· \.f', hy ilnrl ' • lh tlle 
<tNlr.<ic•rs 

poles of 
CO:\ i;u. in l !c<] 

Stuhblof)eld sold to the Le1is l'brm-~g- for 1;3,000 tho rrundindcr 

for this Lot, -.hich t:e shall call 'lrvct l;·o, 4, rc•,lds ir. purl:: 

"•••<l piece of land sit':lc:te lyu.g and hdng on thu 
Shen.:.udoo:h Idc.ncl near :lc.yPcrs r·~rry ••• i:.,:ogCnnOng ilt c:. st«l..<> in 
th~ r.:iddl.G of tho ntreet <>nd runr.i:".CJ thc'ncc, S l~-: '.1 lU pole" 
«ncl 22~ linLs to the soc',!, "iCc• of a sior.e ,-all th,:,nco d0\·1l the 
sar.e S 89 l: 7 ·pol <OS a;od 8 Enl:s, th;cr.ce ,-iih the r.eancbrings 
of the riv"r S b2' 20n E 9 potc~ <,r,d 1:;,'; linl::s, 1.~'-'-''-'e S 8S 
E 5 poles, 1.hellee ); 87 1 45n E 2G poles aHd 22-;- lir.ks lo br,o 
ashes r.m the cas~ L,·.d of ~he Isle nd, thcr.cc crossing the :.treill .. 
until it in~crse>cts •.-i;:h t;''-' liP." of ihe \;r,ited S1."tes, thc~<-e 
cp the river 11th t;-,c United St«tc" Lin<= ~o" syc,-:Jc.on>, c:·wn<;:-~ 
crossi"g cho str~'<~-- to "' ;o.<:;:i:\t or a rod: "t ew ·. u1.crs cdg"' to 
E. \-!cqers loc, (~r.;ct ]~o. S) 'c:wr.ce 1-:;ch s&id ·,:.-<;:cr's 1:1w 
to a s1:ute in ·t,;\;;: m:ddlc of cOlo street, a cornel· to ~aid ',·:··IJcr'~ 
lot, and thene" lCP t.'l.e aadcJ.c' of thc street to t:\C bcginnH-<;1, 
containing t:.rcc ,,cres •• , .,9 

Frcrn the pric<?:> puid for the islund, :~l,OCG in 1817 

$15,000 in J..cgust 1824 and ;";28,5GD in DccCiober 102f., as ·.ell 

<ts frcr., the mention in the fo\Jr 1824 <'.=eds of bridg-Js, dar.s, 

consider,blc ph:;sical ir-prov""cnt a,-,d Jevclc.,-_,,._t of Virginio.:~ 

nust hu.ve occurred bet\·een 1017 and 1824, end p.:.rti~'u1urly in 

182~. Ho•-ever, in li'J~lt of the financiul dif-ficultlcs that · .. ere 

8. Deed of B, &. S. Dcccmb~r :ij, l82t,, n,•cd )leo!: 13, pp. 320-329. 

9, Dc<>d of B. &.. S, Doc~r\bur 2'{, 1§24, Deed Dcol' 14, pp, 41-42, 
Also D~cd of Trud, p,_,c01.:b~r 2\1(, 1824, Deed )lock 13, PP• 334-33&, 
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deecin, it '"''ld uppeu:r thc.t the b-'l'"'rs ;,., 18~1 ,·~:r-c ovc,-ly 

ir, 1821 Vi:rgir.lus •_-as launched on its in<l:.stri"l c«roor, :ooL 

only rlth u gl-o«t dcill of ·-atc:r a:ro~lld lhe isla;-.d but dso in 

f he hi<Jhly inflated vubc of tlw lalld, This tGndGncy to over-

do1n \··ith a cTc,sh, and the \•'dCC:r \dS ruthlessly Sq~~czcd cut 

and the property values -.ere plD.ced o:-: a ;·ore :re<il 1stic: b;.sis, 

Returning to 182£, ho' uvur, t;w,t ye<U the inhuhj tc:nb> 

8, 1827, und uppoin'L<>d as the first t:rustGcs "c:re Lc~:is l{ern• .. <,g, 

Font<ine Dockhc~cc, 'j'o-.nsc,nci IJecLll<<rn, JohnS, Gall~ghe:r, ~Citor 

of the Yircpniil F:rc~ Press, Ulld John G. t;nsclct.
10 

10, Jefforson County, 1. 11, 1826, J:o. 5691; 
Yl-rgi"h• Gc"cr~l 
pp, )l9,ll(J, c.\LGd '" 
of Joff<HSOll Co.n.ty ',[,,sj- Vlrt_:21L~, 

COl.,p:::;:;y, C";.:rlL•S '1'0'. n, ·,·ics~ Vuginla, 
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' . ll lS, of ,.,h01n 7 'eero malo aHc 11 r~.alc • 

11. liational !..rchives R. G. 2~. llecord" of the Il'l:ro;'.'. of the 
Census, Popul~'"ioJC Schod10lcs of the Flfb Co.-,sus of Lhe 
United ::lt<>tes 1830, Virglni,, Vol. 21, );lcrofiho rool r{l{; 
v. 1, pp. 33-35 • 
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the fo·ur tncls ida ·hJC:,~!t~· lGlcnd of V.'rgJ,,;;,,~ iud bee<: 

Hc:rp,rs F~rr;:. 

property, died ir. h.i_s 5G~h Y""'"·l In J>.:ly 1832, John fy,_;ne, 

on Uw lslund of Yirgidus on Ac.(.J\tst 9t" of that year, :;e ulso 

adv<'rt ised: 

"FOR RELT, A V!l.J.l:r.IlLE 'l'Alil:i:RY, OIL KILL o'; DHELLIJ:G n:_l'3S 

C,-, Slw~andouh ROver, ,;ithin half--<-'ile of Po',Ol,\o.<: !OCiif 
J!e.rpcrs Fern. 'i'itere is utt<:c:1ed ',o t:w y;u·d a J3,·rk 1:·11 'hi en. 
goes hy ,.,,tcr,,."2 

In Hovcmbor 1833 and in 1834 t:~is pro,CJ<>rt.y ·,·c.s ·Chen 

1. 

'· Ibid. J~ly 1n, 1832, P• 2. 
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"':i:he vcJ;· ,-c,l.>e\blc· ,,,-,d dlgiblc• ro,-1 pro;>or,-y be­
loH<J•:ng to the u,-.!,,t~ of ~'01l'~v .. c.l :Jc•Gl'Jl<:H·, <L~c .. , si:._atcd 
on tlw .. [>;_-.or pal:: of the ldL·•cJ of Virr;illiu.>, u'. :;--rp~TG F.orry, 
is nm· o• Cltc r.1eorloul ct pl'.\V<.L•.> s~J~. 

Tho pr<';·,j~os co~.sist of ,, 'l'Ai·:l:.r;:c LS":LADLJS::--:.si'T, ith 
,a, tel.- l.\.>rt~ to grind b,,-k, c large nur.:h~r of v~ts, ,,hops, iLri. 
i:ouse:;, o:~d ••very othcJ.- <>ppe~rtcnanca to carry on the L,.sllwss 
on c. J.osL e}:tensno scale, 

1\l: J::XCza::;liT OlL ;;:rLL 
Th'O CC·IC;QDlC:0S 

D\,'J.;LLHG i!CUSJ.:S 

Tlw yards <mel gardon~ of one> oi lhoro\ hig;-,ly ir .. provcd •• , 
together "i''h S<'Vardl o~·"-b'-ildin.;:s of di;Oferen<: kind<:. 

A further descripUon of said 'pro;,cn:y it; ckn1.ed 
in.,xpedi<>nt, us Uw p:uc.huscr ,-ill of co~:rsv vie•, .. it for hi),,:;elf. 
It is ~;.onfidcntly bdi<O\'~ci, ilo\c>V-or, th"i ihe vario::s Ullusu,,l 
adv.:::.r.l:ugcs ans1r.g fra.: -ts pro:.il._:.ty to t.-.o t. o <yr•oab orh .. 
of int~rn~l il"prov~Le~t (C.[, Cl, C<Onal ~nd rlcltiw.ore L 0:1io 
ll< H Eo";;) 1:hc ~bu:·C.unt s:ppl:;-- of cmcntry """"" fro .. -L!vo H<>rvcr~-· 
Ferry r .. uLet, :Cho '.·utc_r pmor, &c. cor.:lo:r.o -:..o rc>Jdcr 1t t:te r:.os~ 
elig;ble ;oroper::y of tho klnd, for u person or co:.\pa:1y ,-,th 
good capitcil, to be foLnd in lhe CO'-lnty. 

'.["ne prop~rty, baic.g ummlled to 
)aanag"'.;"unt of a >:idm and young chCldrG~, 

the O<:c'"P"~ioa and 
lll be di:;;oosc<l of 

on very rouso,-.able ton.:;, both as to pnce ''"'d "'"te"d.c;, of 
cr:edi ts, 

For fe1rt:wr particc:l,:rs, a::>;>ly eitlwr to Jolt" Frd!c,&, 
' " ' • . -' -, • . Ch ' " " 3 a.: .:::_rpers- err;, or co Jm...,rm· ,,unccr, ln ~rLesto-..T., ,~. 

Tr~ct lio. l thus cor.t<>incd L> thG l83C-l83', penod, 

houses, The property ,-as offered for :;ale in )\ovedx-r 1833, but 

l83S. 

3. Virainlu FrPe i'r~ss, ];ovc.,.ber 7, 1833, p. 3, c, 2; ulso 
J. n~-:r-y 2, lb3·: P• l • 

4, Jbiri., J'"""ry 20, 1830, p.3. 
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''T>. o ~occoll,mt -~nd c~'' odioc:s :-~cus~-> In tile to111 of 
V;_r('i:t·-"C, (C~lC l~l.r.d """r Hc-rpcrs-Fc.rry,) \Jnc ot t:Hc,, ""'' 
occ:.JplNi ;-,)- /'r, L<.o1:is h'cur.• ,,g, ccnl~in» G ol- B u:<collc•Hi: roG;.\5, 
r:c>lL::r -Utchc1:, ~ild g~rr.ct, ';'Lwrc is ctl~Q a qood <;r~rd~n attc.<hed. 
•r;.,c other, oc<":>·>iod by i·lr. J. i', Sil. nr,on, co;·,t«ir.s ~ goo<i roo!.".:>, 
kit~\Gll etr,cl coll,\T; and !1~5" )i:Sgc g.>rdcon, PosscSSlon 1·oll ;,, 
9iven "" ·L:w bt of April nm:L.,,"4 

On Horch 23, 1830 Fo:-.tuinc B"ckh"''' a1·.d h.s '' Ar.n 

R., nnd J,~":les Sttobl>lefield sold Lc;is \icr'"·~g, th<> o·.: .. of 

Tract No, 2; ti1is sale \.ill b~ discusccd in dcr .... il •·hen Tr,-,ct 

],'o, 4 1s coC~sidur~d later oc, ir.- this C:"laptcr,5 

"llCITIC:l:: T:O.:: lSLi,J!D IiJLL, .,t Yirgnl.US l-:e,,r H~r;>crs 
Ferry, is no' umkrgoing a t:ooro.Jg:, rep.-oir, ar.<i -,·ill in a ie•.· 
cJ,,ys b10 rPuciy for ~;, r<Ocep':ion of grui"',, 
1-·. [3, T·'G Jnill boi~g situut.:-d honcoiuccly bela•, ~h~· Shmoande>a!\ 
Locks.,." 

Snyder and Fontaine Beckl""'"'· The r.otice of t!leir He·.rly fon.lcd 

pilrtner:;;hip reads ~s follol·:s: 

4-. lbid., Jcnudry 20, 1830, p, 3. 
:;, Dc<><l c£ IJ. [. !.i,, l~orc:!t 23, 1830, D~ed Dool: 16, pp. 518--5lS, 
6, Vugini~ l'r,,e P~, J-ly 26, l63C, p, 3, c. 4. 

- 20 -



• 

• 

''LI,>~Jj;L SJ:'.TJ::?, h,·Yi<.'J' taho;, u:, ird_olo~t. 1.HC. i-'o01binc 
ikwLh~l'' iP_ Ll<- lsl.,c.C: ]j.ll, LL'.O.Y ,j_;J[;c•n;; T'CcTI}, '·ill '"'"'•'rL to 
tno ceclc,,,,,, of ~~lei 1 ilL J.J<cl to fe>n'.r" c:;cn~,-,,lly, !i\i,L GVury 
C<Y.c•r·.im·, \ 1ll be ilG~-ci "J• pror .. ol<' tlw i!.torc"t l>i tCtcor.c cOi~po:>c•cl 

to do ~hdr D:unncu~ <1t ini:; ;.ill. ~i<u ,,,!.-_.,,:_<J1,L·d )"'''"• tn•"' 
a tLioil.:H,,tion lo h~vo no',hi:,q uJ.<io;,o o:c their p.:;rt, Co rc:>cdv.:; 
iJ. reCl~O:.<l•ln s'><nc of Ct., b~~'""'"~-- 'L'hc• ,,-.;_l] is i>O good o,-d~r, 
anci r~,,dy to rece:iv<· ,;L •. ~ncl~ o:F gr"'·''• 1 hie!-. :.ill 1-X-' stric·tly 
att<"<dcd to b~- ;.;r. :JCc•p;wns, u,,, J-oXJ::cr mOll<·r. Fol' Lh~· uC:vdi\tc>.gc: 
of cnstc:-'<•rs l-1~ •,-,J_l 'cd:o "POD oc.rcc.lv,'G «ll ~no troc.Dlo of 
deliV<•Xi:.<;; t~ci:r fl~"·l·, (S'>bje!d U.> t.\c>r OHkT) in m.:.rh";, 
c:tf~dill<} s:..lO'S, c"tc., ii' '•hey tbh it. lf, on H.o coro1;r::ry, 
they pro~:.,rc:- their o-.l, boa.':..oJ>, 1e •ill Collver ihdr Olour a10 
a ,.hurt noLicc, h~.d to chose >r~lO 1:i:;!1 to s·oll 1il~ir 1il.l'"''t, no 
only ccvl'" c.<L, Pelicvin<J J.S -..o do, t:,,o.t '" cc:n "t ,oll~iL'""' 
give as noar ciw fui• t;klr;cot pnco for 'dn"''t cs uny oth~r liille>:rs. 
lt is ~:ot Lec~ssa:ry for us here to poil.t m:t tile i\civu.;,tQgcs 
pGrt<li;,;,g '" urd to \.his >:liL, us f~n crs \Nn~rully ccns:...lt ti1eir 
O•·n ir.te:r<e~l. V/<0 >illl ho>·:ov~r, r'-'.>ari., t:,,.t tlw fill<' ro.,d iro;., 
Charl<·~ To·.n to ikrpers F•.'rry(~"i" · .. ·as th~ ii,.lTlGl·s Fcorry-5:·.\i-cC.fidd 
Tl1rnpike Co. Ro.:lci, ;h.{c,\ h<ld L;(;~.;: st:-,rted i>< lSS0-(7)-), pass::,,g 
dirvdly by this 10ill, i:; nm: vary r,"ilrly co:,.plctGd, by ',.hic:l 
~e.-u.y of the funa<.Ors, P<•rtic"Lrl;· thonc quit~ '"'"T t:tcrvto, ,·ill 
be en<tbled for sevc,-;;;.1 l .• onth~ i" th~ y.car to carry ~ro:·. lCO 
to 125 b~:;;,ols of l.hc·at ~t a si1.gli0 luad-U•is to ::.il."'' ·,.;ll be a 
gr~o.t d<:iW.r,t~ge. 'l'o ·c;<e· fc,nc,n. of Loudo~H (foLHty, v..::-) '" 
Si>y, • .• o • ill o:chang~ Flo:.:r for :.'ius.t ,;,t ""Y 'ti'·'"• a:od (jrind 
theOr co:.:r,try ·or~<, <:.s wdl as tCtil.'t of ot:r c·"s:.o~ot·rs, ~~ thc. 
short~st notice. 

an;,ounced: 

D~nicl $;oydcr 
Folltaine Geclllo.J.1."8 

In SeptemiJor of tho sar e ycc.r, 1831, Fontuin<J Dccl:ll.:m, 

" ••• The ur.d~rsignod i;,fov .. s the fa:rn,nsof Jefferson 
<ll<d Lo;,ciou~ .• th~t not h<~ving di s)-losoQ of n~.; ir.t~rcs~ in his 
1nill al VirgH,ius, ncar ii,q-pcrs-Furr;, he ,.,11 co~.tJ:,,uc t::~ 

b~sin~·ss, ns · .. sual, on h~s o· .. 11 accm:r,t. :'r. Tho,.\i\5 H. Stephcms, 
a ~•ill<'r of c<lp"cit:; """- e>.pcri<enco, C.as c'l<.r(;e of tit" r.ill, 
nnd ;:ill be ilble lo give t!l~ nb:<o~i: sdtisfacuon. 1':10 t;St.:"l 
qumttit; of Flot.r ·, :::11 be GiVe,-. lor ·"'o:rc;ldi•l:~blc ;,:...,G~~. end tice 
ins;wcticr, ' .. "rr<:.nt<'d '" fultiJ.orc or tile Ci li"s of tilt< District. 
In c"sns ''iwrc cus;_a:.crs pr~fcr it, til<> barrels \,'ill be qnen 

7, 

"· 
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' 1'he c!ciV•'l.tc":''-' of tid::; uill c-o;,~C:Gcs in Ots lx•i,l:C ,ot 
LhC' po.L.t · .. h·r~· c,·.::«J r.~vi<:1<1l.ic·.• c~'-''"·:>c<Hl, c.,.d lh,-rcforQ Jod·c,ge 
bcforu it. lt<-dws u,,;t ;->ol:.t is sov~·d. 

T;K s.,bscrib_or's bra!'Cl )\,-,G CLl\'dYS obC..:incd l'l<' 'lig!cesl 
pricco i;1 li1c J . .:::r:o~, ''"can b~ cc.·~,.!,li~:,~c: D:c Jdcrcnc•2 co bo.ctrc.;n 
on the riven, or to·c;,., floe>r dcdo-~ b·_l<w, 

Dt•yi, '1 tiw Plu>l< r sc•ason, he •, ill ,,), . .:.;·s io-o r<•: C.y 
to {)rind th.:l u;-~ic.l.G, Clr.d ·,ill <]cnc•r,.;lly ):c'£'P <.. ''~ool:; or. !«nod 
for the• acco:..T,wdutio:, of :tis cusC<:>l.:crs, JiiCCB S'l'.\1.:;:';," lZ 

r.1ay have baen rcr.ted in 1831, by SidlLGY .1. l'ilcC.or, lir. Pilcher, 

in ""Y event, acivcrlisoc! in thu.t year: 

"''hc 3\!bscrib<>r ·,;i:;:1es ~o <>: . .;>lo;· fo:.r Jo_rr,":~"""'" 
Cooj)crs, oi- s~cild:' ,.n<i i~<<i·~str-:.o-·.c :1o:b ts, to ohc.c: 1:: ccu~cs 
p"r Wr,-cl f•o:c. ,;,c src.ootit '"'"' 17 free: th~ rm:g;, •.ill b~ g1v""• 
l''<.gGs 1.ill be> Pi~d uv.__,ry S.:turd~y nig:~t. v;,rgi~l:.s, '"'"r 
O!c.rpors-F erry." 

!>d-.-iird '.bger, the o·. ncr of- l'ns trqct, o;ed ;, l8J2 or 

in the nm spapcr: 

vtJUiillU:. \L\tP::lS n:.r.:.tY f2JO.L :OSTi,TL 
FDII S"L,;. 

"Dy virt~re of Cc·.;rt, Spril.<J of 1833, of·fer Qt 

private sqlc thG vuluub~e ci; dL,.g ~""'""'" C:l;ci ~o~~ of cL" lwa~ 
of L<-h ~r<l \·1. qc:r situatccl 0:1 ti>e isl Hd in trw Sh"'·""<io.,h, "djilceut 
to llo\l")>ers Fc•rry. 

12. Virqin-.c Free l'ress, J~ly lC, lll34, p. 3, c. 6. 
1J. lbid., [:c'l)C<>-•<>er 2:>, 1831, p. 3, c. :> 
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1'~''' pro:,,:rty cor,c;i~~3 of- t;o co:_f<'r'-c.blv sto:'" n:·occo<'<i 

)J:·<·llhr::-o.-c of l:,,_.,., leu<)" < •• oac:'1 lo C<C•O::J,:o<::,-,,c (• 0 I c.: Jli~s-
' i 1:1 q~nl~."' ,,tt<><::wd, of r-.; -' rl ,oL!" fcrtil.ty, c:fford:,,o, , lG<> 
frm·.t "'·"'""·' iur '-'-" o,1:cr ,_,_;•h\':;g~. '?'"'price 'g ~-·i,UOO, 
ru:l.!i~.:':W uu;."L::R, :J!>~,, .. l C:o:;n.".\1 

propii>r l) : 

" ••• A lot of 1,1:1ci :;;it~«te<O "" tio<> IsL.<~d i:1 s:wr.~nC:oah 
river ""'"r its jtn;c~Con : itCt th<- Potor:~<"c, k:·.o·.n by U.c. nw:t<> of 
Vii<JiP.b:o, co;.'cair,ing b) n~·ut".rl.'.llL:•t ~23 sq~Jrc pole~ co:.t«i;:i;•g 
also '-'POll it t· o ,;LO"-- sbcco~C: c'l ellio.g i:o:.So'O, onu of t:lCI.: ,,o:· 
oc<::UPied b;:' ~<lld John 3. Cilci"' t:1a cL1<>I by ,o cer~ah Joh:1 \1, 
l:orle)', ,;nd bou~dcd <'3 ;:-ollo'" Lo ·.-it- hcg:nr.i~g or, ;:>o ~0'--'1.-'-t 

side oi " br<:u.ch of ihc s~;ci river, c. <-orr.er ;,o 1-', CkcJOOl'~', 
('i'r<.ct J:o, ]) t'wnc-~ H l3 ';i •:ith 'ch0 line of~''"'' tlec~:.h,"--
10 8/lG pcl~7s Co <1 s·cul~ ill iilc ;.,iC:Jh• of th2 street or road, 
J:'h.,nce ,--lh" l1•o of Lc 1s ·,,o1 ·cg (no J;,_r;,-.,g .1~<-l s .. :·,;,) 
(fr"d J.o. 1:-) S '17 r; ll-~ pole~ lo cl ~L.o~o, t:•c·><ce ;; 11-;,- £ 
10 8(l(J polcG Co the ilforcScil<i brii;,,;t o[ t:lL ""'d riv•_•r, t:1c•:cc 
up, and 1 i Lh th~ J.c?<U ciwriJ<gs o~ t~c· s'<r a to t:t·: h~gi~~- <.CJ-IX•lllS' 
the S.:>l.:c true;; of l•"'d t:c:.~ · . .:::s ~-cnvc;•cd to tile ~o1id c:c: .ilr~ 
1-/a.ger ;,, h1s llf" -,c; .. c, fro"' J,c·lcs Stubbl~f,,·ld Dy <lc<><i beiiri,,g 
tho dai.~ of D"ccF1bcr l8?,t,, •• "15 

Gilc:c•C, roi.air.~·d tith to this pro:)~·rC;• ':cti~ ;:<ly 1&35, 15 

ot:.er :reJltQd by Jo:,n l·f. ~lo:rlq·, 

• TPJ,C'l.' ),\/, ~. [.,:\·.'IS :;r:m:.;G':J ~,;; ;-'lLL L:'lT l33C-1D3·1: 

WRI:li:G, 
IN t·ICOD, Ii!Oi:, ilP.i\SS, GC, 

~. f,:;gust 22, 1833, P• 3, 
D~<-d o! D. <:. S, ::;~p:.aml.Je:r 25, 1833, D'-'ed Bco);: l~, ;>p. 97.-~8; 
also D,;oC <>[ T>-,.sc, S.op;_c:.J>Gr 28, 1833, D,cd do<>ic JG, ;:>p. ll·2-1C4. 
D .. ·ccl of )3, <.: s., ;:"y 13, 1~35, D~cd llock 21J, pp, 333-339 • 
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'"~':\<.' oll d• )_-~iCJl<Ni i<< •0 )>J:<·p~rGd, c<:_ ::r. i·;~r:, . <J'~ 
~~,- r.,Ul, ~tijoj;,i:><J :Lr:•·u~--i'-U\", to c•:.•OG'.1.c- ,ol) !:ir.<i::; or 
'lTLI],i;li:G, i:1 .ocd, irC'lL, lJJ:«~~, i_C, ;Jt, ' .. ill "l~c "'-"'-'" cu· l"'-:letir 
~ny ki;.U of .':-'c:t~~cn· :1ich !::C)' b0 \<1l.t••d, "~->i~cl;• «<'conE:><) 
to c:irvc:C1vr:, t~~·:ont~· -'~thu:;, 1<· . ."c. ik ,-ill):,, i:h!l .. tl\il :or 
illlY oniors i •. ~1'5 li11o of ;_,,,,;""~G ,.,-u :wpas to rcmi<•r in:·s.olf 
e>sofill to LC,c p"bho: >>. t:L•<t · ay."l'/ 

"ll certain s.o.all truci: of lund ••• b,.,;~g )'Crt oO '"' 
lslund in t'1~ ,:;:;c•::«r.Ccwh rive:r r.c.or<r:;t tothe r .. o,,th of- s~id river 
and lono\n by t)le n~·.e of Virgi:·.i•.<> i3ou;,C:~ci us f-dlo.s (t·o ·iLl 
[lecJinPing ut ::'igurc, l of he "n;,c:ccci fig._rc: (3"c-C' t:rdcil•\1 of plat 
on nc;:l P'>'JO of -J:(,j~ hporL) ,, ceci.<r s~ilhc i,,~,;-w ;,orU: cc:\:~ 
of L. Vonc·.,og's 8<.\·: :~cU DW", t:wr<;ce li I::J-i, i:: r..:. pol~s to hg ?. 
a s~~ku in "''id B~ctl-.cJ.!... ]:ell de-::::. tho;·C</ up 'caa ""'·-~· S l~3 \' 13.5 
poles ',o iicJ. 3 ...c m:.dl c<>d'-'r a-.: tiHJ so·.<Lh '"'""of sai<:cii\:c. 'i~·w;·.c.c 
contc.'.J.i;,g (loi"Z) up t:te Cill.l S 89-~ ·.,· 2::J,G ;>ole; ~19 1 '-' o Sili>l:ng:; 
spro;,ii~(J o·.,'.:O£ oroe st"! .. p 'l"n'-':·cc 3 02 1,1)2.::- pol"~ TO ~iq 5 
the so.>th posl of th" \JU'lr<l gu:Oe il"l th<e :1~e>.ti of tllG i,d,o;,<i, 
th""""' S 'b \·,1 7 poles Lo iig C t·.o ad1 s.,pliu;s the<'.O<' ·;o:-
E 11 poles to f-20 'i il pil" of s~< i\05 U.l t''~ Go::t:, eci<}e o.i' 1_;,._, 

isl<nod, Thc"ce contlr .. ;'"<J c!O'.n the rivar ·.·.>.hits w.<>dncrlngs 
I! 82';,- L 2G poles -Lo flg 8 Lh.o c.ppon·•ci of 'che r<\CO l'2ll <tt tiw 
od<Jc of the riv"r, tiwP.c~- ::ith L,c> sd.! e S GO 3/·; L 2~ poles 
o fig~ thor.<Co S 88-'.; :: '1,3 poles to saicl ·,.;~rc,,oq cor:.~r fig. 10 
thence 1 ith :,is lLe 3 og.;_ E '1.8 pol.os to sale! ·,·,\orr" ag cor~<;or 
!>g. 10 tho:·.<Co ,·i·d• lus lin" <Cros~irg the su; ~.ill riw,, J: 1?.:; 
E 'J.7 pol<Os to fig ll ir, said li"c at th<> nort;, eciga of Chc 
"'"-'mill dcu,: ther.ce '-'P ;_;,, stoc:<> l'illl · .. ioici1 bo.,nds t'>c s,:r.ce 
ll 82! \'! 1S.3 pol<'S to tile b~·c;bn:ng cot.tuir.in<;; 1.· o <lCTc•:C. t!Lrce 
Rouds ar,d or.c ?01'-'•• ," 

1•,1c>rmd<J 1as to have all rigict and title to th~ pieoc> 

"\o/GnL· ,·.g shall in no ;.:ar,r.or or 'ay possess c;se or enjoy 
lhe '.·ator privilege or. tl-.at sido of said. -.:rae!. of l~"d l'lLic::C. 
binds o:1 i.:-.e head rae" or dur:. lc~ciing to th~· ,..-.,rc)><~nt "'ill no' 
in pos5,ssioC~ of s;;nd Fo:•.cair~ ibd.hCil .. f·Lri:hc>r tiwn he ··us 
entitled to ·~se or enjoy '"'fore t.!LC cxccutio,, of tivose "'ros10nt a:,d 

17. Virgin a Fn·e Pnor,s, ?ebn:ary 17, 1830, p.] • 
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"it is h"r"hY ar;rrocd ••• that l<aid l·krm.<t'J Ghnll lHJ,V<' and enjoy a :ric;ht 
of 1-my lor pasdng nnd rcpassin'> all cncto:c,nry "''~tir1as (hoth for hi;;•.­
ceh·o nnd other H!-\om lw •·:ay J'On~it so to pass n:od rc;,as~) to t•nrl from 
said trad of lend throucoh a,;d over the lar.rls of O:J·.o s«id ro1,L:<ine 
Bec<:hu:m on ~aid lsJ.r,nd uccordin<J to thc short<ont nnd Clast conveni<:>'<t 
rout<:' fro:n the pnbl {c street or ,-cad on saicl iDlil'>d to the h<>rcby 
convoyed promisor; ••• " 18 

ln July, 1831, the \fermmqs nd'1ert'lsed• 

"J;OTJCL 
As it is absoh1t.ol;• necess~ry to settla the busin~ss of L, \·.'"'"""'~ 

and L, ',•!crn"'a(.l & Son~, at Harpcn-f''>rry, tr.is is to give netic-~ to all 
porsons iiLdohted to the abo'le firm to colc.c fonm.rd and clo:::e thdr 
accounts by_ cash or notes, previous to the 25th inst. Those ne<Jleclbcr 
this netic" will l\av~ tl\eir accounts put into the hands of· officers for 
colleclion,--Those ·,,ho have any claims a<;:"inst the above firm, ,;ill ple.,~e 
present them to the subscriber for settlcm<'nt during that time, at tlt<J 
offica of L. \·lorn,.;c.g & Olom>, Virqinius, wOtere he "ill attend to bring tl·e 
budnesc to a close. AUGIJS1'l"S !!, GU\SC2, ;\qent 

for L. \-/ern>lag and L, ".-lernwa.q & Sons." 19 

In 1B31, Levie Herm<ag, Sr., wa.s enga.qed in the construction of th" 

QTeat railroad bridge over the l1ononca<:'J River, 3-~ toiles from FrE'derick, folO 
20 

the Daltimor"' and Ohio Railroa<l. 

In 1B26, he had constiUcted a portion of the Fre" Church at llarpers 

Ferry and in 1828 also erected the Harp<>rs Ferry Nethodict Episcopal 

Church. Hr. \;~rm;ag !-.ad also built a dam across the Potomac and performed 

wort: on the Armory Shops for the Government at Harpers Ferry prior to 

" 18Sl. In August cf 1832, Lewis Wernwaq, Sr,, also invented and was 

Deed of' D. & s., Ha.rch 23, lSSO, Deed !Jool:: 16, pp.SlB-519, 

Virgini~ Free Pross, July 7, 1831, p.3. 
i ). 

Ibid., Dacerubetr l, 1831, e.Z-S. ,, 
21. Dmith, Philip R., Jr., "llistoric Duildinq I?eport, Part I and II, for 
Bldg. Ho. 18-A, St. John's Prot<>stant Cpi~copal Church, 'I'O<Jdher ><ith a 
Brief History of the Free Church, St. Peter's Roman Ca.tholic Clmrc)l,and 
the Hethodist Protestant Church of Harpers Ferry," dated Octob"r 23, 1958, 
pp,8, 52 • 
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constructing a "Self-11~\f'Jlating or Self-DirGc:tin'} Rail roM{ c11r'' with 
n 

In rebruary, 1332, it was nnnounccdt 

"DISgJU.lTIO~i, 

Th<> partnership hO'rdofore existing at Barpc-rs-F<'Yr'/, unJ<:>r the nilll\es 
of ':1crn;>a<J & ,'Jo,s,' c:ond~ting forr..orly of U>\:i.~ Herm•ctg, sen., John 
\·!erm>~q, Joseph P, Shannon, V.wis \·ierm.;ary, jun. and iiillin."l -,,•,nnww, but 
more rr>c~ntly of the three Hrvt nmncd <:bove, \IdS <li<'solved by r:mtnal 
consent on the lst d'W of January last (1832). 

1111 persor.s indebhd to cdtlwr of the late fims, are ro,.pod:fully 
and earnestly requested to cola(> forward and close th.,ir accO\mts by pay­
ment or otherwise, 

Joseph P. Shannon 
both the late fi:ms. 

is fully authoriz<>d to clo~e the transnclion of 
l£\•iiS \6il:il'i!IG, 
JOHll ,_,1J;;lltr<.'.~G, 

JOSI:Vrl P, Cl!A:·<J:Cll." 23 

On July 2, 1832, Lewis ~·lern•.;a<J <mel his >Iife, ,;lizilbet!'t, sold on<> 

undivided half-intorost in Tract No. 4 to Joseph L. Smith a,-,d Jac1<>s 

!look, botn of l'rederic}:: County, }:aryland, for ;110,000. T;.-,e deed covering 

this transaction reads in part: 

", •. as tenants in CO!m'.O<l one full undivid<>d etolcty or h!!lf na:rt r>f all 
the possession, ri<Jhts, titl.,. or intcrr>~t o~ t!'tcm the said r.c.-.>i:> '::"er:lWl<J" 
ll..nd Elizab~th his wif" in und to the island of 'Virginius' i:>2in<; nn island 
in the Shcmandoah river, and situated ncare:>t tc the confl•_:enee of said 
rivur with the Poboac at HaiT>"rs I'e>n-y; including more partir.ul1uly all 
thElt portion of said Island, purchased i:>y said Lc1:is ':i<>rm.·.,g from Ja:t~Rs 

Stubblefield a.--.d l·!ary his \>ife con'IT<1ycd to the saici Lc;1is \·lerm-lag by 
deed ••• ctated );ay 28 1 1824 ••• 

••• an<l indllding also mor<> particularl)' all that portion of said 
islund which Has pur~>,ased by ":!ernHa.g frc•u <ontain<> Dod:hrun by deed 
dated l:arch 23, 1B30 ••• " 24 

Th<> publi<' was inf·orm.,d of this event on July 5 1 1632, ,,;-,,.n the ne·., 

22. Vir<Jinia ?rtCe Pros:>, August 23, 1032, p.3, c.l; llovcmbor 28, 1833, 
p,2, c.l. 

23. Ibid., February 16, 1832, p.3. 

21. Deed of B. 11 S., July 2, 1832, !Jeod Book: 17, pp.424-125. 
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"J~~.i O):'C'f.'"l: 
"'l'hc ,,,ocrd<J~~- , .-wln<;J <li~:oo~<>d Oi h<tlf IlL int<'~oct iJ~ tho lr.o~t 

valu<:>:,J.<· J'Top.'rt;·, r;::; ;;;,o; )<llL, .~c. on t1w Y"l<mJ nc<>r l;arr~r,; Fern•, 
(c,-,;._t,-> Vin;inind +.o \-'_e,'<<rs. ,"'ioC'cJ:2 J .• :S:~J;~-, CL1cl J,-J7.::J !iCXJ);, ta;:C'~ 

~reat pl•·~~""' i" i~fon;inc_r the public, t.lHt the bu~irK·~s in f11h1r" "ill 
be con:hded under the nar·.o ilnd firr.\ of 

JOCJ,:!'; i L. D.:-:1 ·~·; l D CO , 
'I'lw ac1vantw;<>~ of +hie ~.ssodation nG"d only l~ ulluicd to: P<>rson~ 

havin0 b\~~<inoss with the <;ooncern, will find that u nm< spirit aP.d <'nt~r­
pris~ "ill b<: giv~" to th<' OJWr<ll:icms of the ostublichmc:ct; ar.j thut it 
confL\C'l<tlJ• i:>di<'1"ci:, that t!w w:wlc- c=o;:PnHy 1<.lll \w natorially bo;,<>-
fittcd by the a::ra~-CJC'n,.r:t, J~:i.'ID \·!,;;c,;;,c;," 25 

Evide:we of th"' "new spirit" of the ccnc.,rn in p;,:rhaps to.,.,., fo\:~rl 

"\·,'ant~d, im:n<:"diatc!y, a lar<JC q\!antJ:t~• Oi the follO\·!ing J:::::n:i3 c'} 
Tiwb.or, in l<:>Js( 

-'Yell<.>,·: ami ·,.;;,He Pin<>, 
.''.11 bncis of oak, 
Popl<lr, Bircl-coyc•, Curle'! and Suqar i'aple. 
Uild Ch<:>:rry, " .. 'al:mt, ,\~h 
f:iokory a!ld Locust,,. 

Scantlin<:, C'.c. ca;, be ftt:rnisb~d to bill, at the :.hortest notice, 
Jm;:m L, S!ii'i'il t m," 26 

sirrtrcons, to sec-~r<:> ~/3,B57.7l,o\<od to Josc:oZ1 1 .. Rl!sscll, "all hi3 iat<>r<:!d 

in tlw bland of Virqiniu:> pu:rcCmsed from James Stci>blefic!ld, beit<g o"e 

" undivickd. r..oidy or half part of said t:rnot ... " 

In )-;ay, 18JJ, the follotdn<:r notice ap00ared w\lich prcllably was 

:related to i-Iernwag's machine "hops, 

"Tlm:7I~!C, 

Th<> public nrc ro3pcctfully infom<>d t~>at ull Uwl~ of 'i'IJ:mi;rG, in 
\•Jood, Br;;LSS, Iron, and Ste<>l,--al~o, TurninJ Lu.the~, Gcnm Plut<>s, <ltocl:s, 

25. Vir,--,iniu J'rc>o Press, July s, 1832, p,J; October 4, 1832, p.J. 

26. r.,u_., p.J; I'Jurcll 21, 1S33, p.4, c,l. 

27. Doo<t of trust, Aug-ust 29, l8J2, Uced Book 18, pp.12-43, 
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"Tnp3 ,,.nd fli<w, p,_•ncl1 ::lc:rc''" c.:: 1C<,od or i:ro,-,, ;an :Ocr<>V>G, ,~c. (,c,, ciln 
be>'"''"' 1_n tho ],,.,,<: n~nn<'r, etP'-l Rt til-~ Ghort,,st notico, at the <wt.~bliG!l-
lnent on th~ I~laPd of Virqiniu,;, ncar i!<>rrx•n.-l:'orry ." 28 

On Jul.)' 10, 1B33, i:];~ Hrn of Joseph L, Smith i} Co, announced: 

"D I:;JO!}J;'IO;i , 
Tho Co-Parb,C>:r:;lli;' ~lorcto:oTe cxistln'l beh-rcC'n th~ s\!hscri.hr,:rt;, in 

the L,t:;.:_,,,,- b11dn~~''• nnd<>r ll1e firn (>£ Jo:>·~ph 1., :.,;_.,ith il Co, is this 
day di:;;~olvod Oy '·'Uhlill <'Cn"~nt, All pc:r£o>~s iP.dc~>tcd to tho co<l<:ern, 
arc rl'>quC'str:d to "'""'' pay.,cn-';: to Ji•J>O:S ilCO!:, ar1d thos<> having claims, 
to p!·escnt thom for P<>Y"'".'1t. J03J::P:: L, S:·:ITil, 

]r ·.~c·o· FCO'' "·"" .. -~, 
LE'.-ITS ',-r,;m;:iiiG.'' 

'"i'Il->:i1i:1~ M~il u_,,·.;:.;;R 
The subscrib"r hcwinc; pt\r<:hac'Jd the <Ontiro inteTcst of l1C'SSTS, I.e,.'-lS 

\•lcrnN&,, and Ja:coc Eool:, in tho tirr.l.:>er and lUL.b~r on hi!n<l, and rcnt<Od the 
sal<-mill, is prepared to fill hills at a short notie<o, for ca~h or ap­
prov<>d paper, Having on hand a good St\pply "'' ~eason<>d 

PLi\.l·ll: A!i') SC.•l::TLI1:3 
of various kin'h, h.vites tPrne wi~P.ing a ~UP!'ly, tn call and nl<<t"il'.e it, 

Cash paid for tilcb:or of tho follouing ~orts: Yollo<l and ;·IJ1ite Pine, 
all kind~ oC· Oak, Poplar, ilirdo-cye, C..UrlcJ and Sugar ?~aple, 1-:ild. Cherry, 
1"/i!.lnut, h~h, l:ickory, and Loc:L>st, if deliver"d at lia:c)><lrs Ferry, 

JUFP;-: L. CiiTTii ," 29 

Jllwut July 10, 1833, l:r. Joseph L. S;:lith pnrc:tmsed an additional 

one-sixt" undivi<led intercd fr= L<Mis \·!errn<ag and at the s<~Dc time 

also bought out J=es Hook's undividod interest in 'Craci No. 4, By 

thece transaclions in July, 1833, l;r, Srnith therefore acquired an 

undivided two-thirds interest in Tracl ;:o. 4, On July 31, 1833, Lel<is 

1-l<>rnwag, Sr., and his wife Eli,abeth, solC: to John liernm:~g, their son, 

for ~)1;,566,66: 

28. Virc<inia Free Pross, l-~ay 2, 1833, p,3, c,2. 

29, roid., Jul}' 18, 1833, p.3, c.3; January 2, 1834, p.3, o.6. 
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"ono ur.dividc,d thir<1 parl of <11l 1-h"t po:rtion o[- tlv.> Islan-:1 of 
Virciniuc: in thc> Sh,.namioul•, ln:holy held by snid Le,;il; '.:c>rm<nr, 
Joacph L, o:;;ith illld J,-,;,]'i;S Hoo>- il3 tc:nnn+-~ in <:OYL"flOl\--LJ-,0 '""''"ininq 
two third~ hu.vinrJ luLdy boen sold <tnd ce>nv~o·<'d Dy the oaid Lewis 
l'/ernw:.g to said Smith an<\ I!ooi·. 1>;- <\oe,is ["'•hie:, '"'r" never recorded, 
but""''~" in July, lf-33-see nocxt Chaptc•r] ..• ~o.>inq th" lO\;or part of 
said bl~nd adjoinino the portion:; of it bc>lon'}inq to fontain<> 
!Jeckhilin i\rtd :Cch.·urd 'dacrorc; heir~ ..• " 30 

In 1333, Le"'i.s ':_hrmreg, <Jr., therefore retired fron; the busin&ss 

and in 18H, &lith held 11n undivided 2/3d's interest in )'raci 4 and 

John \·lermm.g the rc.o.,_ining undivd0ct one third interest in thnt 

pr<Jj>Grty. 

In Imgust, 1834, John Fibwi:·liT\ons, Trustee for the deed of trust 

executed by Lewis \'ierm.-ag on !mgust 29, 1337., bcgain to press for 

payrnerd: of thE> debt and announced that the c;ul~; of Lewis \•.'crnuaq's 

interest in Tract llo. ' would !:.. offered at "' public auction on 

" r.ugust "· 1834. Tho sale, ho;,-.,ver, w11s not held at this date and 

on October '· 1834, ' .,,. . Fito;sir.:;;,ono. again advertiseci: 

"~ tli\L:; 
Dy virlur<> of deed of trust, cxocuted to the subsoribor on the 

29th day of August, 1832, and dully r<lcorcted ..• to ,ecure 11 co:>rlain 
debt tho:Idn ::10ntion,d, origbally due frOJ~ L, :-:em-,.,a<:~ to Joseph L. 
Russoll, but by subsequent as~ignroent and 2.grcement bchreen the 
parlios, noh' due from Jo~eph L. Snith to Daniel Hoffm11n &- Co. of 
Baltinore, I shall proceed to <>ell, to the highest bic'.der, for cash, 
on Sa~urd<l)' the Bth dily o;' next month, (:TovembGr) all the !;TE~'Jl' l"'1d 
by said \:ern,>a<J at <>aid Date, in the Valuable Islanrl Properly, """" 
Harpors-Feny, cr.lbracing thoo Su" ]:,ill, Dw<>llin<J liou:;~.;;o, and other im­
prov=.cnt~ situated tlwreon, or ~o much thoreo[· as c.ay ioe nece~s11zy, 
Sale to tah> plilN on the pre.-,ises at 2 o'cloci:, P. ;.;, 

JO!Hl riTZ-.S1~110l~S, 'l'n1st..~." 32 

30, Dead of E, & S,, July ,n, 1833, Deed Goo!: 19, pp.7S-7G. 

31. Vi,-gi"ia fre<' Pre:;s, Au\Jllst 7, 163~, p.3, c.2. 

32. !£!1~, October 9, 1334, p.3, g,2, 
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• The throdcnccl Hov<>:.~bor !l, lC:l1, '-'<ll<> wa~ il<JUin postponed and 

portions of Wt ;ro. {"'no not cold off until 1B35 rud 1330, a~ t'" 

shall soo in tho ncrl cl1apter, 

In sur::ma1y then <ts r<'gards to '.!.'rae\: lio. ~- This lot 1·1as onlan}c:.l 

a canal, oh;clling houses and r..achinc shop and '""ith shop, Fn"-' 1830 to 

Janu<tq' 1, l832, this plant 11as op<Hatcd by the firm of ~lermmg & 0ons, 

P. Shunncn, On July 2, 1832, a ncM P"-rtnership -.,as organi~cd CC<'lp!'is~d 

of Joseph L. ,'Jn:ith and J,,,r,~~ :Joo), ancl L<mis '.!er,wug "~'o opcr11ted under 

the narao of Joseph L. Smith e, Co, fr.tith and l!oo'' h.c<:l purcl,ased of 

• \.1ornt1ag an uncll.vidod one half interest in Tract ~!o. 4. On Jdy 10, 

1833 1 the fim of Joseph L. Smith & Co, Has dissolved <:l:-ld Srrith, 

buyin'] out Hook's interest and acquiring a h::r'::har one-sixth undividccl 

i::-tterost fro;:; r,.,wis ]·;<>rnHng, Sr., oontinued th<O busino<;s until 1836, 

Dn July 31, 11!~3, La,>is \'lermm.<;, Sr,, sold hb r<>maini~.<:; un,li\"ided 

on<>-third interest to :1is son, Jo;..n ~-:<>rn''"'J, and thus <;av-o '-'P all 

titlo to Tract ::o, 4. 'l'he othor undivided h'o-thir<b inter<'d to 

Tract no, 4 was h<>ld by Joseph L. C'r.lith in 1831. 

sun;-~'\;:u ISJ.\;.'Il GF VIRGI:TIF3 IJ: U34 

Two r.L<1ps show th€ Islanc\ of Virginius in eondd.,ro.bl<> d"tail in 

tho 1833-1834 perioli. The firGt of th"se is entitled "!!up C- ;, Plot 

El':hibiting the Lir.;its of tha grounds Requisite for the Passaq" o~ the 
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Forry, ::>cal<> 100 f~et to inch," an undat<Jd and unsi<nvod ""'"'' fro".\ 

other evidence, hmmv.,r, it is i:l.pparent that l·;iJ.p C 11as nade by tho letm)' 

enginoers in 1833 and 1834 <!S "- prelihlinary or ,.,orldng survey for 

" tho next r.1~nlioned r;.u.p, 

'l'ho second r.laf> is cntitl<>d "Hurpers Percy Sh<Juing thE> Location of 

the t·!incheator 11nd Poto,;,ao Rnilroad, Drm·m by Lh•ut, ;-,'hit<o, f!.llen <Ln:l 

R, S, Smith, U.S, Am,y,"ln'_der the dir.,clio" of Ja.-uos J::e.arnqy, Lt. Col, 
34 

and T.B., 1835 l·;ap t;C>, 2. l>lap <!o, 2 and th<> engine<ns' repor.t a.c-

cowpar.yil\0 this nap Here suh:titt"d to the Secretary of ~-Jar on Octol>er 

'J, 1834, honea th<J working t:a.p C and tho fini~hed l-lup l:o. 2, Li:foth 

" sho1·1 conditions prior to Octob<Jr, 1831, 

l.lu.ildings on )'>ap~ C and ;lo, 2 have both b"en givon th<> sa;:>e sots 

of m""bers for th"' purposes of identifying the structures in connection 

Nith the narrative summary that follo\·1:9. I haw> also indicate>d on OOth 

limps the qener.ol location of the property lines of Trilcls Uo. 1, 2, 3, 

and 4 on the Island of Virginius, 

Track No" 1 {see J:ans C and ?, :Jlu<o DuildinJl Chmod by Tmmsend Decl:han 

and his estate during this period, 1830-34. This was used as a tannery 

and consisted of ll1dq. llo, 1, ill\ oil r,1ill; D1dq, lio, 2 a dh'<>llinq hou3e, 

33, National Jlrchivos R. G. 77, i\()cords of th<> Offic" of th" C:hief of 
I:ngineers, Fortification ii<~p l'ile, Part of 1\ap, Dr, 1SO...Shcot 78-4. 

34, Hational 1\rchiv<Js R, G, 77, P11rl of Hap: Dr. 150-Sh"'"'t 82-2. 

35, mcrofilm R<>ol /,'17, Vol, 4, pp.272-273. 
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• l>lcl(l, l:o, 3, 4, (;ani 7, prob©ly ~lwpc, b11rl' houscc and\-l'.;t~, <m'l 

Ho, 8 ""-" tlw m~rchn:ct flour mill l"<lmm a~ tho "Island r:J.J.l,f', Thin 

ling houses, prol)ubly BlrCc;-s, Jk>. S, 10, 11 end 12, ancl on"' coop~rs 

'"-~, •.• •"··· • (•,··.··" "·•"".·(,'·•"··' ""--~-1 ,_, "'•·•"-" •.• ,.-~- '~ ' 0 ~" ''"'' .-~' •l .. ~~«•-• v '-' """ u•~ "-! v,.,.~, '-'> v c.-v >ou'J•-• "'' •uvv, U•> ~v•. v., 

September 28, 18JS, to John Gildea. This lot contained two stone shwco"d 

'.i'racl llo, 4 (Cranm' I'illildinas) 0\mocl by Joseph L, Smith and John 1-.'crn-

• 1rith thB 1814 l-lilp) Bldg, llo. 17 >ms a h<o story frar._e c:h;dlinq hmwc, bricl· 

filled; Bld\1, llo. 18 uas a F:::-ar.\e d·.mlling house, brick filler.. and rouc-h 

cast; Bldg. ~:o, lS \!as 1;robilbly a fr=.e d•,:ellinq house, one story, hrio"<: 

f·illcd and rou0h cast; Bldg. :Jo. 20-a =ll frarc.e offic~; Dldq. l!o, 2l 

a mall frane house; Bl<ic:Js. ::o. Z?. and 23 hlo Smiths Shops; Jio. 24, u 

machine shop; Bldg, );o, 25 probably a d=bl" fra.,,e d1mllin0 hous<'; 

llld'J', llo, 26 prob,"lbly 2 story brick <loC'llin0 house; Bldg. llo. 27 probahly 

a single brick c.,,.,llincJ ltocts<>; Llld<J. lio. 28 probably a doul>l~ brick d"ellir,g 

I house; Bl<iq. ::o. '2~ probab!.y smnll Prick clwelHn') house. llldg. llo. 30-

u~c unbtmm, but parhups u bric>: ct·,;elling house>; Dldg. t:o. 31 usc ur.;:not:n, 

but proLal>ly a fur.o dt-rolling house; illdq. lio. 32 "- Gll\illl frana dwelling 

)wuse 1 l:o. 33 usa unblown but proi:>Clbly " mall frmac dwolling house • 

• ~: 33 buildin<:rs on the isla>•<\ in 1834, 
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In Octcbor of J.a~~ thn ~ditor of U.o Vircdnlct l'n'<' Pr<'~3 

""In"T.'"'"('"-<• ''~'' '"'"'''");C~l'-~ ~U-"·""'' '"' ''"" .,],,J. 

"It hon lon,.- b~<>n aJ,\C:u-,;--;;r -;;;·,::;~;ri;;., "to uc, that i·)\c, uchanta<;os cf 
Ch~· Jslm••i of Vlrryir.h,s, n<'ar l!<>rp<:r~-'-'on-y, for ;~e~nufuctorins, of <tll. 
kinds, h<lve hO<"'\ "" lonq ncr;J.,dcd by In<OJL of enterprise, lt is dccidoly 
ono of the bc>st sl'i:'-l<ttions in tho United S'ctrtos for both cotton ancl 
11oollcn f.".dori<~s; the l-'"'"r-;>ol•X•r is unsurpa~sBd) and the 1-<ldlitios 
for getting stlp<Jlies of ra1; rMt<nial, art.-1 fr>r transf<'rrincJ t:-te manu­
factured articles to Lnur;cet, <ll"O as gr"a<: a~ coulJ. possi,)ly b" desiroc'..-­
Alroady the l!>lanc1 has upon it a vulunble m'3rchanl: r.ill, an ocxtonsive 
saw-mill, a S\\pe:dor t<muol:J•, aNl a l<!rgc buildinCJ 1;tl.ich could l:x, r<>ildily 
conv.,rtcd into a fnctory, be~idC!s situations f·oT many others, l-lhere o•atc:r 
could be obtain<>ci in the g:roatesl::abundance, 

"Hiln<ls could bel cr.;ploycd at the place very advnnt<lgeously, without 
in<eu:rring th<> •n:pense of erectinCJ building~ for th"i:r reaiU~nces, The 
fa;:tilies of r.k1ny of the '''orl7.1en in the ihmory >oiCJht find useful and 
<eonstant o:nployment in sue)\ Factories, ·~.·hi<eh uoulcl yield thet.! a support 
indqxmdent of the e:<erlions of thcir pnTents.--J, great portion of the 
idleness a'\d consequent ln:dty of r.:oTals which now next, unong 
children unemployed, might be obViated, and t~e most Jx.neficial r<>slllts 
be pTociuce-d to tho ccrnnunity, Capitalicts h"ill find the sul>juct: 
wort'ny of thoir attention; and W<> calCl\late with confid.,nce, that men 
in tho lar<]e citi<>s, uho knot< their interest~, will not long remain 
indifferent to such allurinq prospects." 36 

36, Virginia Free Press, October 9, 1834, p,.J, e.2 • 
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1~;;, J.':L.'.'''l OC VI:C!:'rTDJ3 1335 - 18q: C'G;.EC G:' '11!1: f-'l',rJ)l(Jr\D {,::~ ---------·- ~--~ J:n1 J;··~c-.'L"::trs ------
'I'h<O p-~riod 1835 to 1844 witnc>c;scd tlw construd:i.on of th" :1in-

in mmo.rship, and turth"r s\Jbdi\·ision of tLc four older i:rad~ on tho 

Island o~ Vircriniu0, In this chapter"" shall consickr theso chanc;~s 

in detail :ln relation to each tP.ct into Nhich the lcL::md wa" thC!n 

divided and shall then conclude the chapter by bringing all this d.xt« 

to bear in a study of Juraes 1-:. J3rmm's detailed He~p c,[ t.he Island of 

Virginins, \·lhich "''-" malO in :\pril, lll{.;. 

Defore proceeding to the study -of th<' individunl l~lanc\ tracts, 

"" her<> pro~cnt the popUlation schcduloos of th<> Islan<i of Virainius 

1810, this being tho lnst OC!lS\.lS in t<hich tho ';,'o;~\ of Vir<,d.nius wac. 

listed separately from Uat of llarp:ors Ferry, 'fhe total pop>!lntion 

of the Island in )84J) Wi!.S 113 persons, 1~ith 16 heads of f=ilies 

1830, 'l'he ;rhite popul<~tion in 1840 totil.l.c·<i 108 (X'Ople, of w~l<-..!Tl G6 

were white males ami. 42 >rhit" f"""'lcs. The free n"c:rrn popUlation 

numbered throe persons; one JC.ale and two females, Th" slaves livirtg 

' on the island mlL!bared t>ro ne']ro !'llles in 18-:0, 

Tract l!o, 1 in 1835 ;.;as ovmccl by the estata of 'J:'o•.,'!1oond llcol<h<t-"!l, 

1. l~atic:;al F,rchiv"" 1l, C, 29, Records of the :Jurcau of th0 Censc.s, 

l'opulation Schedules of the Sixth Cenmw of Ho United Staton, l8·W. 
Virginia, Volu."!lc 7, pp.218-249, on HicroHlr.t .'ed .:'10, V,l, pp.6B-71. 
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dGCC<l!JQd, nne\ in );o,·onlbcr of tlmt y~ar '""" loas"rl to lhl<Jh (;ill0<>.co 1 

' 11ho at o:.co pro<:'coJod to devel<'P a nm; inrk:.h;r on the Island. On 

l!ovmnl,or 12, 1B35, l:r, Gillct:cn announced: 

"me;: r(lTJ;:D:<Y 
gc ll'\l'P::2c;-rcuY, v,~. 

"Tho ~.,!bscribc:rc; Hbh to inforn. tho p~o)ic qonGrall.:r that thdr 
Iron !'ou"U;ry, on t;,, i~land at !Oarpe>rs-''c.r:ry, <rill b0 in o;xration 
th~ 20i:h of this month, and -.:ill cast l·lilchinC'ry of every dcwcription, 
such as 

);aclliM Ca~tings, )-jill Gearing, 
An,l iJrandi~'! Irorw. '!) 

They h"ill al~o !:oc>p on hand l·1ouldboards of r:cCopid:'s patter,~, 
from J:o, G to l'o, 1?., ri<]:lt an.C ldt han•lorl, Also, 

The Loudoun ::ouldboards, riaCtt anJ loft, 
'!'hey hnvo alec on ha;,d, 'cin:;o" Boxes of all si;oes, ancl. 1\.ndironr; of 

various patterns. 
They ha.ve and Hill l:eep oonstantly a first rate Pattern i-!ai:cr. :_'o 

that tlwy will W able Co make !XIttnrl>s, of· ever;• description, at t!1c 
shortest notice. idl ardors than':f-1111)' l·oc-oived an--o p::-o1cptl)" <>tt<e:l·'<>d to. 

iRlZr-' GILLC::-:c~ c, CO. 
!!.B. Old Iron taken in e>:cllan'}<> for ""Y of t)le abovo nmoC>d Ca~tin-:;s." 3 

In Flpril, 1836, the CC<l)'aJC~; ac;.:iin ac!vertisec!t 
", •• t1wir Foun:iry is'"'"~,; adive oporati<m, and that thoy are 

prepar<Od to execut" "very varic'::J• of 
ri\t>'I'n:G3. 

They have on hand .se~·"ral of th<:> <C<'3t approv.,d ':'hr<'shin"J i-:rrchin<> 
Pattern3, on<' of w!'ich i~ l:icltarrlsor.'s i-',.;·.rr.oth :-:ac!>.i~e, on an ir.proV<"•l 
plan, ~<arn:tnt<'2. 5\l[Ylrior to a!'y lw.retoforo in"'"-: an<"L uh;o, aroon-:r" 
variety of othGr patt~rns, the l-icConnick Fo,•l<U.ooanls, of all "-'·'''""nc:, 
right and ld·t, c)o. J.oucioun do; l-:illside l'louc;h, ri'}i•.t an:i left, caat 
t<><::ether. Also, !'last <Or- c'r«a1,ors, Corn....::h~llers, t.pplo-'·luts, ~·.'ago\\ 
and Dearborn Boxos of all dzes. \!<' have al,;o a fi:rsl-rato l'attr>rn 
Hal::er and a 7vrnin<J-Lnther. O~cl,;con I'atter~5, of all dzos, on tland. 

Tho i:laltilCioT<' a.'\d Ohio l?ail-:<'oad, tho Che~apoal:e anU Ohio Canal, anct 
th<> !lail-lload to 1-.'inchN:tor, a.ll ufi'orcl great faciliti<'G for fon:ardin<)' 
any article:; in our line to tho:::o l<ho may favo:r us tritil callo throu<)h 
ei tho:r of tho~<' channels ••• " 4 

2. For p>'oof that Gillcece leasod the Trom<>ry Lot, """" Vindnia Free 
~. Febiuary 1, 1838, p.3, e.G. De<'d of B. & S., Decewbor 8, lG3&, 
Deed 3ooi: 23, pp,376-377, all of "hich ~<ill be quotecl late:r in this 
Chapt<-r. 

3, Yirdnia i'r<w l'r~('3, EoveO'bor 12, 1835, p.3, c.4 • 

4. Virginia i'rc~ Prena, April 14, 1836, p.3, c.2. 
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Hcam,h.ilc tl1o OMlGIT! of tho tract, t~ho had listed the property 

for sde Jn 1833 and 1831, rone"<ed their offort~ to 'Hsposc of 'lrad 

J;o, 1 in 18;;6, In !larch, 1036, tho follm·:inq notice, ther<>foro, ap-

peared in the nm·:spapen 

"TO CiU'I'l;cLI!JI'~, 

A SPL[.ZJf,J ·;;,J:J~:::;:'{, ,oc 
!IT l""P.P::::;::q-";:ml'f, Vi1, 

F01/ S;'1L\.;. 
The VGJ:') vaba'::>lo and digibl<> r<'al prop,•rty, )oolon<Cing to the 

estat<> o~ 'l'm,'nsend llecl:ham, cloceascd, sil,.,ate on tho IBl<md of Vir­
Qinius, at Hn:rpers-Ferry, is nm• in tho c;arl:et at privato S<'llo. To 
thoset ll<XCUil.int~d >dth the prm.ises a c'.<'tililo>d d<>scri.ption 1-.uuld bG 
altogcth<:>r unneces.~ary,--,\s th" propcrty, however, is ,,.,11 uorthy the 
attention of diatant capitalists, desirous of ~aking a profitable in­
vestr.Hont in such prop<>rty, thdr <rl:tention is r<>s?~ctf-ully call<><l to 
the following facts, combining to r<>nc:o.,- the extabliSl'-.ClGnt hcrG of­
fered unus-ually cligiblo. 

It consists of an extense 'i'f1~·'.l:C:N Alm 1-':l\Oil\l,-:l(f, supplied Nith 
abundant llater to grincl bark, a krye ni~<C.bsr of Vats, w:;.th cuopl" roo;;> 
for almost rutY additional nwnber, many of them uncler roof, Shops, 
Bark Houses, and, in a word, every other appurle>1ance require\ -to 
carry or. th'" business on thG most oxtensi"'' scale. It is situated 
nearly 11t the mouth of the Shenandoah rivcr, hy 11hich it connects with 
the Chosap.,al:e nn'l Ohio C<>nal, distant only a feu hundred -;<>r'~i!>. T~.e 
Uinchester and Poto;nac !\ail i\oe.d, cxmn0cting at Clarpers-Ferry ;ritiJ the 
Baltimore and Ohio ~"il :Coad, and n,,-., fini~h~d, p;~ssecl vithin a fe,~ 
rods, Tho transportation OoJIDqw>ntly to and from Galtimoro, and the 
District of Cohn,J:>ia, is reduc~r! to the lew rate of a':>o"-t 25 c-ont:> !""'r 
hundred, It being tho only Tannin']" esta0lis1o'ilent ilt the place, or £or 

mny miles aroUnd, the abundant supply of slaw;::rhtered hides affonlcd by 
Harpers-Perry, and the vicinity, aroountinr: to 1000 or Ul""ards a,nually, 
is entirely open, with but littl<> =.pdition; th<> prioo has h<notofore 
been and still continues at 5 cents per lb. The aar.-.e causes, t"'!cther 
vitl't the larqe quantlty roqu_ired by the U, :J. Ar.;'!ory, ,,fford as w.ple 
11nd advantru;oous rr.arket forth" sale of the tanned leathar, 

An ext<msive range of mountains in the vicinitl' afforcls also an a­
bundant supply of .,:;.;:ccllont bflrl'; the prico !lao been a-':>out ''·S per cord 
for chesnnt oak, the kind principally turni~hed, and ')3 per cord for 
black oak, Attaclwct to the property aT<> two oorr:rr,oCiou:; Dwollinq Hou:;es, 
the yards and garden of ono of the!~ 1-i(lllly i:,provcd, with all necossary 
out-buildings, an leo House, Slau'JhteT llol1se, with sc.v"'ral othc.r buildings 
of clif!"crent kincts, 

Also, an exe<>.llent OIL )·;:IlL, supplied by an abundant uatcr pmmr, 
...tlich, in consequence of the scarcity of flaA:;<>od, has not, for :::e.,.cral 
years, bean in op<>ration. The T:lachi,.,y and fixtures, however, can 
easily bo adD.pted to other purpozes requirin\1 water pow<>r .•• 
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'"l'hi.~ P!·opc;rty b"incr left in tho oc<:m)u.n~·)•, anrl under th·:. nmnc.q"""'p_t·, 
of il. 1-'i<low and younr; chihinH, it ,,•ill b<> di~posc•d of on VC'l"Y ra<,:::onctblc. 
t<>n.1s, botl< ns to price and ,xt.,nsion of credits, 

For [·urtlter info:rnatio" i!J'Pl)' citi1<?r to Jl'J;;;::; p, :3!cYL.::J:-;, t;umor u.nd 
currier, r:o, 1, Chc<tpsicie, ll~ltimorc; J::o, !';()'~.;:::, at Harpor;;-:'c::-r)•; or 
IdliJl:io),! l'Vi!.i:DR, J:~q. o.t Chn:rlcstmm, 'Ia." 5 

l'hc prc>r>orty, hm,.,vcr, vas not disposod of in l83G, for in ?ebn1ary, 

"T'!DLIC Sl\E; 
0? VllLUABU:: TJt:i YJ\ll:l 

PlXlPC:;m, &c. 
fi.T H-II:P3::S-?:::.~:r;. 

"Dy virlure of b;o decr<>es rendered in the Circuit Supc!ior Court 
of L.::M etnd Chancery for the> county of Jefferson--ore on thG 1th day o: 
April, 1831,, in the case of J:nnter, c:;lilrclill!'l, t!lo children i'.r"i !10ir3 of 
'l'o1moand 3ed:l1aC1, doc'cl--the othar on the 2d day of \Jecercbor, 1837, in 
tho case o£ ·.t-1. );aY"··-eg, said heirs a:>d oth.,r, I shall proc.,cd to ~ell, 
to th"' hiQ"hest bidciO>r, at pul>lic auctio,-,, 0:1 Saturday the 31st da)' of 
Narch n<'xt, the wholc of that vall'.able i~eal Propcrty dtuatccl on thO> 
Island of Virginius, neal" Jlarp<ns-l'erry, lately the property of ~·mm­
s"nd B"d:h=, dcc"ased, condsting of a lar<;o and most advant<~ceously 
situated 'l'i\;r - Y!illi), 
with " liiLL he>retofore used as an OIL l·ilU.., but at present ""' a Fou:;:nY. 

Scn"'ral ;)>--ellin']s, Gar\:: Hous"s, and ot!,or i:oprovoment", co::'.pletC>, for 
carrying on tha 'i'al'ning budniOss on a larrye scillO!-t~e grin,Jing of: ;Jar;; 
bain<:r Qop_e by 11atar pouer,,, 

'j'he terns of the sal<: tdll b~, ~~2100 to 'cJe paid in si>: nlo~ths-, 2100 
in 12 r:lonths, =d t!w rc~id'.le in one, b:o, three iln6 four Y"'ars there­
after, 1<ithout interest, 'Tne purcl•aser ryivin<;< bow\ 'WHil a de<>C. of trust 
on th" premi&es, to secure the pureitasn ;c_o~ey. 

The salc, ~rhich \·rill b"' wit!wut reserve, toill take ;>li:l.c" before the 
door of !it::;d.r;-ooons's i:ot<'l iihe old Earper~ i'erry Eotcl tl:at Has lccated 
on l'iaryer Lot l;o, 15J, iiail"'rs-Ferry, on thO! <iay above r.lontioned, to co;,-,-
Ioenoo at 11 o'clocJo, A. ):." 6 

7 
'rho salo, ho·.rover, """ posl:ponod to October 10, 1838, 

On Deccnl>er B, 1838, Anctrou IInntC'r, SJX'ciu.l C=l>:mion"r and 

Llizabeth Dackl'"lilm, tha widow of Tm.-nsond iiecl:ham, sold to ;!ugh Gilleoee 

S. Virginia Fr"e Pro;;s, 1-0ar<::, 3, 1836, p.3, o.S. 

6, ~' Fobruary 1, 183B, p,3, e,6, 

7. lbict,, August 9, 1838, p.~, c.4, 
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",,,!loin'! part of the Icla"cl of \'in;iHtuc in tho Sh~na:>do,lh :livor, 
bonndod nc follow;;: ll"CJinnin'f at an Iron "L''"' ''t t:"' north <'Wl of bo 
wall of th~ ;dll da..-,, ce>rn<f'r to }'. Hcd:hcU" (ncH :iolanJ, l'effo)oo•,;<>r and 
t-ii.lliw·wo_;) G'rC>ct ·:o. Z:J thN·r·-~ rur.ri"0 '.>p tiP '''ill TdC<-' 10ith Sllid 
partie:;' line- to -l.\:0 ashes ncctr th~ h<>t!d of ,;aid ro~c-c, Thence ,;OF'"\ tho> 
north ,;de of tbe ir;la"::i. 1dtl< t!\c ;oo8'1<itns of the rivm; u:1til i~ ;,;_er­
s<:>cls th" linD of .'<aid :\clu;,.l, de, th·•nc., \rl~i; thdr li,-,<' to t-:·;p ·oc­
ginnin<;'! ccntainin" tHo flCL'S of lanrl, ~aitl PiJrc"l )J~inq th<> s"'\W Hhic'l 
was CO!l\'<'}'Cd to th" sai•l T<l".-"liSc>nd 'k!d:ham, nm, deccw.,wc>, frc-m Jar,l"S 

~t\\bblefiold by deed r'at,d ()[ D~co:;c'o<:>r 20, 1821, ard by the• saH Teem-
send Bock''am ~"ci Hif" convay"d to JOrh·,a:rJ L:,,rye:r and .~r.wt,.ad '3~dcl,.1'"· in 
tntst to ""cure the purchase l:10n<'Y the:rH>f i>;· C:eed <'.atcd Dcc ... rilo~:r ?.8, lB21; 
of which said deed cf tr•1d t;,e sai<i \.'illiu.';'; )•lay"eg becil.-ae tha as8iqn.oc ••• " 8 

ln January, 1839, Eugh Gillc~ce C. Co. adve:rtisoct: 

"I\ VA'Wi1:1LE TA'<-Yl'-<D: &C. 
FOR ili:IIT, 

AT J-:Al.:J-'f:,(3··fi:JC:i"_'., VA. 
This T,'.')-YLRD \lith all its a;op<mda.;:e;:;, is off.,red fo~ rent. It is 

S\!pposed to b<> on" d the bc.st locations in ·,-irginia for carryincr on the 
T=ning busin,ss on an cxtonsive scale, as then> is ,-unple rcot:. A :ru ... o­
ber of Vats are un-l10r cover. It has every n~c"ssary bt\il·Jing. 'L'h<> yard 
is furnish<>c\ witC> Hater, ani the bark grounci by •1ater '""'"'r ••• I,·ill".e>di~te 
possession can be qivon, •• " 9 

In !-larch, 1839, the Co:npany announced: 

"TO l'FJC: Jo~RS. 
The !rubscribers wish to infon'l the Farmers that r;~ay be wanti"'J 

PUII3T&i? 1 that their ;:ill "ill be in operation in a ·,"eel: or so, ilt 
1;hich time they ~~ill be able to furnish all nose in new.\ of c,;uu:JD 
PLI\STER." 10 

On October 12, 1839, th<> Deed of 'l'rust exe=ted by Gil1ecc" and 

1\.pse)" to Tn1stee Hilli= Derry, forth<> ;r~;rpoze of seCilrin<:! the purchase 

8. Deed of B. & S., llccc-toher 8, 1838, )<>eel flool: 23, pp.367-377; nbo 
Deed of 'l'rud, Decc!I'J)er B, 1038, Gillcece and Apsey to Eenry Berry, 
Trustee for C<=T~i,sion"r i\.ndrev.• lluntc:r, Deed Book 23, pp,378-379, 

9, Vir<Jinl.a Fr-ee Pr~ss, January 10, 1839, p.3, <1,3. 

10. lbid., l-Oarch H, 1839, p.3, c,2. ---
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of 'l'rad l on the I~land of Viroinl\w, ""'·'' oJ·f,rod for Hale at pt,_,lic 

auction "b~;'ore the ta•torn Of .']ru,1>_Wl Gil>:;on", ,,•hi~-h "'"S locatc>d in t;,e 
11 

\-lagor reny Lot on Lo-t: l·,'o, S, 

Tillst at this sale for ;)4,350. 

In Nove.;n)mr, 183'", Hr. Gillee= adverUsod: 

"FO!I J<i::iT: A con""odious 
session <;riven iTnr:".edi;, to ly , 

houso, on the Island of Viroinius, 
l.'ovomJ>er 12, 1839,,," 13 

Pos-

On Jl.pril 28, 1810, Eu<Jh Gilleeoe sold to Alexander Dro1m for ;·1,00 

one undivided third int<>rest o£ the land boutr}lt at tho :;ale of Tril.cl 
H 

llo, 1 that had bMn held on October 12, 1839. 

In June, 1640, l·h·, Gilleece ilnnouncecl: 

"GlOPPING )[ILL, 
ON TH2 ISl..',ifJ or Vli<GII/IUS, 

Hugh Gille<>Ce respectfullY infor.M; the p•ililic that )<., has cor.:plc•leci 
his CllOPPIIIG l:ILL, on the Island of Vir(rinius, near the Founchy, ,;h<'rc 
he is pr.,pa::-ed to chop l?yc anrl Corn, for th<>se \~ho may think prope-r to 
favour hi'" with a call. 

CBOPPCD CDR'! and JNC, will he kept constantly for sal"' on acc<.#1odating 
terms .•. " 15 

In the spring of 1841 Gillt:<"<::e adverli3ccl: 

"PUIS.i'Lit: PU.STC:R: 
The subscriber tak~s this m~thocl to info~ those ~rsons who may 

wish to have Plaster G,<Du;ID, that lw is prepared to do so, at the 

12. Deed of B, ~' S,, Octcher 12, 1839, D<>ed Book 24, pp.lSl; Deed of 
T:rust, October 12, 1839, of Gill.,ece to ::;=uel D. Dak,.r, t:ruste,., fer 
Henry Bilker and .Andr"'w Hunter, for ~/J,2SO, Dcod Bool: 2~, pp.l82-l83, 

13, Hawrs Perry Constitutionalist, January 8, lB40, p,3, 

14. Deed of B. & S,, April 28, l8t.O, Deed Book 24, pp,291. 

15. Vircrinia Fr"o Press, June 11, 16,:0, p.~. c,S, 
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".short~d POIWiblc notice and on r<>acon,-,JJlc t<>n:'.r<, <"l~ lte intL>ndr, Lc-cpin<J 
hi~ mill grilt<iing during tlw ensuin::r Sprinc:r. Gontlc.-.1~n ,,•ho :;cay wml il 

quantity <:nvund, :r"n)dincJ n<><lr ti>o i<aH-rcad, can have it done pru."wtly, 
and deli v<>rod to tho <«<o>nt of th<' Cc:;_pany, to be ~ent to thdr n<e<tro~t 
point ••. " 16 

Aqain ln the Spring of 1Bt.2, he unnoun""d: 

"I'U'\.S'TE'l, PL',S"l'l:R, PLi\S?;;ll~ 

H, Gill<:>ece '"auld n•~pectfnlly inf-orm tho ran:><>rs that hi:; Pl<t:c~cr 
Mill is in active opGration, ar:ci it is ,;e:;).nlble that those l>ho 11,mt 
PUillLi< should send in their orclers in U:m~. Thl' F<tmorc l>ill b~~r in 
mind that th<'l' will b<> at no eJ."ponse of ha\llinq until the Placter ic 
ground,,," 17 

Nr. Gilloece's rr.<ein line of business, h01·:over, continuod to be tho 

iron foundry, In 810ptemk>er 1 1B42, the ncvlspt>.per editor co:<nent'""' 

"Few persons are <n<are of the e:-.i:cnt and capacity of the fcunclry of 
Jg-. Bu0h Gilloece at E~rpar-?erry. An Iron Shaft, for t!'te p-!blic "orks 
(lr. s .. C,rroory at !Iarpcr::; Feri)d, wa" lately cast by l:r. G., wei0hing 
about 3600 pounds, and Castin<]s of almost every variety are daily p>·o-
pared at his establi~h;;lent," 18 

In Dacerrb.er, 181.2, J>ir, Gilloec"' hir..self advertised: 

11 GiiATES~ GJmTE.'H 
Peruons in want of Stone-Coal c;:c'.TC0, are requestec' to call <It 

Harper:>-!'orry Iron Foundry, and they can bo acco!"Otc.odatod on reasonub1e> 
tenus. 

Ord"rs roccivod by rr.ail for G:ratBs, of C]\.STii!GG of any kind, will bB 
promptly attanded to." 19 

In July, 1813, li:r, Gilleece provic.ied us witCl the following dGscrip-

tion of his producl:5: 

"fUIIlP C:f.':'l-!" I~ !?;1Y 
IRON POU:DRY, 

'fhG follo\-lin<J is a clat<:>'r..<>nt of the J:;inds of Castin(l" that can bB 
had at the ;;aTJ>"rs .... i'"erry }'oundry. 

16. Virgiriia Fn:-e Press, F"abn,ary 11, 1341, p.3, c,5, 

17. lli!..:h, Fcbn1ary 17, 1312, p.~. c,5, 

18. lloid,, 3eptcr.U)()r.29, 10/,2, p.2, c.l. 

19, Ibi,l,, Dacc;;ilier 29 1 18•12, p.1, c,3, 
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"J:!LL c,;r>JIIJ:G 
(lf ovc>ry description, o;_nd tL• pattern'l for S<nm made to ('l"<lcr; 
Thrcshinq JrachillVS of vuri~·"G Hwl,;, 
hton') 1!'\ich arc thr"'' J1i'i'"rc:1l: si,·.es of l,u,.,-~ p:d.lc,,·no, i'·l~o, piJ.1-l:<:'rn:o 
:mlt«''lc f-oT ilrooh~'J'" 1-:aci1b<', torn :~hvllcr:;, Stun; C\>thor" ;mJ '.!ind­
mill }ro:w. '.L\trnincc Latl-~3 of difC,,r<'nt pattcr,ts, 
1-:cC'or.:>i.ck'" '""'Loudoun l·k-ulclio<'anls, ,.;,ich vc are prepared to furni3h 
lm·l to mercha,ts or plou<;;, "'"''c,-s by the <ftcl.ntity, 
\·.'a8"0ll 'lo~"s f·ran 5-i, inc:'"" dmm to tiw c.r,all"" d~.-, thnt is '"'l''ired. 
Imd)rol"'• n n<m style, of Yariou~ patt<>'!"no und siz;_•:;, 
f'lat Irons by h:.mdr;:,C:s, l'hich can !:w retai lco:l by Ew dr<Jl<• puir <et G·~; 
cants pounc;, an•' to "'9rchants, tJ:,• ti1e rr-:il'lhty, f-or las~. 
Grot•nc1 and co'"r'l"t<' Ca~t Iron <<ailirw;, sdl<.l.Dl0 for c~.nrc"''"• por0i'.'>~, 
porHC"o5, (,c, ;n,;o, for cr'closur<Os in gru\·e yurd5, ,_-;,ich is "mcil n<-dGr 
for that purpo~c tha.'"l th<> l·.in'J of fences t:,at hav<> \o~"n h<'r,-.toforc \\sccl, 
which is of hut little more cost than tho old. Per~ens \Jho "'"'' to hi!vo 
lots E'nclocod for fa::dly lJm;-yiPQ" pla.;;cs, wLll plea~e give th<? propor 
dincnsio!"l~ ot Ut~ lot, awl the order 1·:ill be fillc.d pro;optne""• an·:l I 
will, if desired, deliv,n it. 

C"'" '~ro"c'" ''"'''"~ .,.. '--'"·' .__, '~-'. ·'-''~ ·"'· '""• 
I haem ryo'.; a s;~"'·Pl" of tC1e src,all si~es on hand at this tir;e, anr\ in t:'" 
cours~ o.f a f"" """;:$ I 1<ill huve ~ome splcnJici pid.t~rns fro:-o the !'ort!t, 
suH<.ilile for parlo>·s, As there is u puttern-r.;a?::er con5bi.<ltl;• enc>lo)"<>cJ, 
I run "naDled to fun<is!l patterns for :·,ill G<JariJC<J or t•a.;;'b.inc~· ut ,;,ort 
notice, 

I have made arrungemcnts "itll Hr, John !.'erno;u<;, >1hos~ e,;tcmsivo 
machin<> siwp is conv<>nient to -!:h" Foundry QocatoJ on '.Cract :•o, ~ or- the 
lslunuj, for Uw turning ami fittir.'J up of every de~cription of Ca3tiP.<;;S-­
llis na.'!'.e us a J.;uchinist, i~ u suffici~nt ()lli:lrantc-e for tC," tcar.nor in 
1~hich th" work .shall :Oe 'lone, Eill ~3pindles mack• unrl repain,i. 

'l'he ubovc na•o~d Hork: and Castin<Js, shall b<' done on acco:rc-todating 
terms. Letters directed to the s:iliscriber shall he c.et >tith pno::-:pt 
ll.ttcntior-.. 1' ~0 

J, month later ;·lr, Gilleece announced: 

"GRf.J\.l' ·.·JF.s-r;;m; o:x:n:: S'.i'OVE , 
The subscriber o;ouL:! re3pectfully infort~ th~ public qE-n~rally that he 

has secuTed the right of 1nctf:in<;r an:i vcn,iincr th"' above nm:1ood :::.l'G'VE in 
several cotmties. A '~ocl"l of the .Stove can b<' """"at the i'arpers-rerry 
Iron Foundry (Jhe adverti:;;,~<mt al<Jo contuin~ a fine dral<inq of the stove], 
and in thro cour~o of 11 fe'" we~f:s I shall "b,uve a n1tr:OOr of the Stoves on 
hand,-1 cl"cm it unneces.sar)' to say m·.>ch concernin'} this Stov" in q• ad­
vertismont, as I hav<> no foar5 but it will r<>co;:cnend itself to every 

:w. Virginia Free PrcM, July 27, 18~3, p.S, c.l. 
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"person that will ~x.-1.-:1ine it. I 11ill merely state that it is (\~apt~d 
oith·,- for tho Jyuni~n of ooctl or woo:!, ;mci that it i~ so con,b"'\ldr>d 
that;, c<><>e the cooUnq ls rc•quire>cl to h~ dena very """"• a pod~ on 
onl)' n<>oct ba he!ltocl--that is ,J;,,,, th<J hcnily is not very l•ll"<J<:. The 
p1·icE> of th" lar<J~ ~;r_ow' is ::33, the sw•ll one :,22, coootpl""'"· Pu:r~ons 

<llO '""'' 1Wnt a Coo;,in,- Stove <tt"o ro<[Uosi:ed to <Ji't0 "'" " c<>ll, '"'" offer 
tryil:')' tlw Stov•.' if they am nol pleased with it, 1 llill take it hacl,.'' 2) 

In October, 1813, the nelm;:>apor editor ro:aarl::<><l of Gill<>nco's work: 

"SUPf.RIC:~ rz,:,~::WG-'3. 

Perso,s dinpor,o<[ to onco,lrage EC>me In<in~try, (ancJ 1·1ho in this quarter 
is not':') 1-1ill do Nell to exu:c.in<' the Ca~tinrys lfh!.ch are Cail)c turrl'~J cut 
fro;.~ the Founctry of lir. HuGh Gill<'<>C<l, on the I.~.lancC of Virginius, :>Ntr 
Harpers-Fany. Er. Gillc<>c<> has on hand scm"' v~ry .~nperior spedn3nz of 
Railing for Portico~s, Gardens, Grave-ynrds, <.c; an::\ his Coal GratGs an• 
equal to an}'thin:;r '""" have ""'en of the l::inrl fro::~ any q\lartcr. Some of th,-, 
lattel- spccir.wns are no·,; at the stor<> of J:r. John r. :Jro;m, Charlo~to<>T; 
and thor,e t·rho ci<>sire to provhk thet:tselve~ 1-lith cor.tfort for tho '''inter 
will do ~~ell to look at then in gooct tina.'' 22 

Hr. Gillee<."' continued to cn'}age l.n the ilhove business fro:o 1835 

" throu0h 1844, 

In summary, then, as to '2ract r;'-"• 1 froot 1835 to lll44, the> property 

was sold by the heirs of '£o,-m:mnd il<'ckha.Tl to 1:ugh Gil1eeco and \-!illiara 

Aps<>y on De,.,!W<>r 8, 1838, for ~.'5,000. On Octc:,~r 12, 1839, CillcGce 

purchased J'psoy's interest in the tract for .:;?350, On l\pril 28, 18·10, 

Gillocc<> then sold Alexander Drmll'_ a ono-third intor,5t in th" property 

for ~?1.00. Thus in lB11 Hugfl Gilloeco held a two-thin"is interest and 

Alexander IJro>m a one-third intC!rest in Tract i!o. l. 

22. lhid., Octoboo 12, 1843, p.2, c.4. 

23. Jbic~ ••. Docmnbcr 19, 1844, p,4, c.S. 
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Pf\f)C Uny OF 

HAI\PU:S r --~~;, Y 1~1\ (I(J\!,\l ~-!ONUMEN/1 

HM(i,·'iJ~S f-tf\f\Y, W. VA. 

l:o, l o~ 'ch~ 103{-35 T.la,ps or 'Jld,-. '3 on -I:!Je 1311,. l"lClp) into a fo~ndry. h 

Gilleece in 18->0, Bl<:r,:::. F. '"'d I) on the 1844 WI? ('Jld::rs. l.'o, 2 iln<l 5 on thn 

dc;11oUshGd by 1814, Thus Tract llo. 1 in lOH contained fh, buildinqz. 

chuett 1-'1<::•-.,, );Ul situ<'cl:<:d on tho lot und 1:nmm as tl'.o "l:::J.a,cl }:ill", 1·-•us 

" under 1"""" in 1835 by Jar:ob 3ta·.1'>. 

"i:ru~;-:;c: :'r·· 
]]1'.vin<C lor<>tcd our3<J]n•s i!' t~,., :.illi•l'J '3u~iP-"~';• at !1arpcr~ ?ern·, 

ow of the ho:::t sib:atio:-s in '/irni,ia, (hadn<T tPe a'.\vantao·c::: of hot'' 
Rail-rC<>t\ """ Canal o.t the (;pat, ;:me; unli::litoc! -.-mt<>r P'"'"'r, 11~:\ tLe 
llills und<lrQoin;: a CJ<Ol'ornl re['air, to ::\il1'-C! 200 Dilo:-rc•ls of flo•cr JO~r dn:•, 
if rocr.tir<>d,) 1-re can sa:• to fa"""rs, >rith cDnfidonc<', that 1·10 can af·~ord 
to givo ;.,ore for ·.i!Hlat rlol;vorccl in our !·:ills, t"f)an ""Yother ;.;ills """t 
of the Dlu,,<lidge, btd~c; infor.::~tion every duy from bctC! =rl:etn, en­
ablos us t" tal:" ci>.oice, by 2ail-roa'l to ;3altir.ore, or the r;anal to the> 
District {1he :l, ,0, 0. !::,:~. diet not ha•.oc a direct line fror;-. Tlarp,rs ~·crry 
to ':/nshington, D, C,, until a~ter 18~~~. ~'bos<> disposed to favor us, 
<>ither in qrindin')' or Mlling thdr ,.,)\;,.t, will find it to th<'ir ac<­
vantaryc, 

\n1eat can 00 deliver"d to us ll.t the different depots fr= l!arpn~­
l'crr)' to ':linchester, as wall"" by 1<aqons to the ;:ills, cmd also corw~ynd 

24, Vircdnia Fr<>e Prc:m, Auc;ust 13, 1835, p.3, c,4; also w:lvcrtismc.Dnt of 
l'. !lec\:llunl s:n.1e P"'J" emU colur.tn of sillnc issue. 
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"down U1e Shef1andoah und PotO!i\Uc, 1·1"' will i!bo buy l-:yc und _Corn, pay 
cash, <ll\d Joili::e reil:;onnblo udv~nces, if reqdrcd. 

Ground. Plaster h"Ill J;:.c, k"r>t at the Hills for sale, ancl dcllv<>rcd at 
the diffnrcnt depots ;J.nd a.t our (•larohousc in h'inchast<:>r. 

RO\·;LAJID, Kl-:rLEB:JhTR & CO," 25 

26 
This firm continued to operate the "Island Mills" th:rouuh 1837, 

In Scpte~her, 1837, it was announced; 

"FUJlLlC Sl\ U: , 
Ily Authority of a decree, pronounced on the 28th day of Aug-,19t, 

1837, by Judge of the Circuit Sup<:>rior Court of Law and Chancery of 
Jefferson county, in the c<we of Jacob Albert, &c. against Fontain" 
Deckham, &c., and in pursuance of a deed of trust cx<:>cuted by said 
Deckham to Edward Wager and ll.rmstoad Bec,:;:ham, bearing date on the 28th 
Deccw~r, 1824, the ~ndersigncd, trustees ~ppointcd by said decree, 
will sell at p:J.blic auction, on Saturd.ly the 28th day of October next, 
in front of Gibson Ilotel G<hich was l6cated on Lot l\o, S in the Ferry 
Lo{) at Harpers-Ferry, 

ALL TH/iT VAW!WLE 
}-ULL PRCPEJITY, 

on the Island of Virginlus, conveyed by said dc~d of trust, and there­
in particulary1y described; being the same which is now in th<> occu­
pancy of Rm•land, Heflebower & C, 

Thre<> thousand and one hundred dollars will be required to be paid 
in hand--the balance of the purchuse money to be divided into five equal 
annual indalncnts, the first of which to be p<~id on tho first of- July 
next, and the other four on .the first day of July in each of tho years 
1839, 1840, 1841, and 1842; bonds to begiven for the deferred P<lyments, 
to be secured by a deed of trust on the property, 

JQS. 1'. D!;UGHERTY, 
ANDRJ:'o'l lrul7l'ER, 
PROVINCE H'CO!miCK." 27 

Thi~ sale took place on !'lay 1, 1838, when the Trustees sold 

Tract ~io, 2 to Henry Rowland, Carter \iilliillt\son, und Sa.lrluel lleff1e­
·~( 

bower for $14,607, 

25. Virqinia Free Press, June 23, 18~6, p.3, c,4, 

26. Ibid., !'lay 4, 1837. p,4, c.7. 

27, Ibid., Scpten~r 7, 1837, p.4, o.2. 

28, Deed of a. & s., ddtod Nay 1, 1838, record"'d t:a.rch lS, 1811, 
in Doed Boo~ No. 21, pp.513-515. 
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The lot l<as described a:::: 

"part of i.hc i~land of Virginius, bdng the same land, by d""d of 2B 
Decc;.".lxn 1021 '-'"-" sold by Fontaine Dcd:ham to Edl-!ard Hager and Arm­
dead Ikc!:ham, trustees, with the exception oi a CC!ltain strip of 
said ldnd 1:hich »'as l:erctoforc sold~· deed by suid Bccl:ham. to Lewis 
j·}arn<·i«'J, and ><ith the furtlwr exception of the gro~nd no>r occupied 
by the h'in~hc:>tar and Potomac Rail Road as at prfi'~cnt located, Th" 
lund hereby conveyed bcin.J th.e l·:.,rchant 1-:111 property ilnd the land 
ther<>to attud"'d on the said island of Virfin"lus nom· l-!arp~rs Ferry, 
now in tho possesdon of Rowland, Hefflebower and Compa.Lly ••• " 29 

In October, 1838, the new owners advertic.cd: 

"lloriCE, FA.'IliERS & OTI!ERS! 
GRAI F l'I!U:TI.:D. 

The undersigned, millinq undGr the firm o£ Rol<land, HeflebowcH: & 
Co, will ~iva the high~st market pricas for ~ny qU~ntity of ~rain of 
all kind.::. Our Hills are 11ow completed and under f-ull opcr~tion, and 
are able to rnake 150 barrels of flour per day, h'e will c;:rind for toll, 
and give the usual facHitias.,." 30 

In February, 1839, disaster strucl::; the mill; the ne>mpapor re-

ported of this event: 

"FIRE.---1'/e reqret to learn that the larue and valuable flour mill, 
owned b-J and in the occupancy of l·!essrs. J(o,>lillld, H<>flel::o'•'er & Co., 
on the Island of Virginius, near Har~rs-Ferry, was entirely consumed 
by fire on Honday night lD.st, toQether with b<enty thousand bushels 
of wheat. The mill had lately undergone a thorough repair at a heavy 
eJCPense, and was adjudqed to be worth twenty thousand dollars. The 
entire loss, therefore, is about fifty thousand dollars--only seven or 
eil)"ht thousaml of which, we learn, is secured by insurance. Vie have 
not heard how the fire originated, This is the second calamity of the 
kind Which h.J.s .C,.,fallen these gentlemen ~<ithin the last two years. 
('l'heir mill near i·finchester had apparently burneci}," 31 

29. Deed of Trust, d~ted May 1, 1838, fer $11,537, from Rowland, 
ililli=.son & Hcffletxmer to Daugherty, HcCOilnici:: and Hunter, trustees 
for the Court, Deed Boo~ 24, pp.l67-16S, 

30, Virginia Free Preas, Ooto~r 25, 1838, p,3, o.3, 

31, Ibid., February 7, 18S9, p,2, o.l • 
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"TllE k'.'I'E Fl);'L AT HARPEI<S--FI:f~\IY.--Our datements l1;.d w<>el: were l'd~Gd 
upon ~o:h«t ""deemed (IOOd authority; but the \','inchceter Yin;iniil.Il of :-·cs­
ter&y say~--'l'le h<tVC ascert<!ined from one of the gcmtlum~h connectcel. 
><ith the fi:cm, (lt,csHs. Rol>l,md, ll<dl.ebo,>~er & Co.) that the ruw\lnt of 
insurahce on the mill ,.,ils 1;15,000, and about tuehe i:hons"-o:ld Lushel$ of· 
wh~at and from h;o to thie~ hu!\dJ:ed barrels of flour turned, instead of 
tho quantity mentioned by the Free Press. Th<> fire is now fully ascGl"-
t&ined to have been the ;;orr. of some malicious incendiary." 32 

From this article it is clear that Fontaine Beckham'~ old stone 

mill of 1824, a building 50 by 40 feet, was destroyed in February, 1839. 

As a further result of thi"' fire, several involved changes of own•n-ship 

in Tract No, 2 oceur•ed which we shall narrate in chronological order 

of their occurrance, o.lthough the deeds W<>re not recorded in tllat order. 

First, it appears that on Nay 1, 1838, Carter '•!illian~~on sold his 

undivided one-third interest in Tract Ko. 2 to Lysander D, Childs by a 

" deed which 1<as never recorded. In 1839, probably to pay Luther I, 

Cox for his construction of a new stone flouz mill to replace the mill 

destroyed in February, 1839, Henry Rowland, Sanlllel Hefflebo,ter, Carter 

Williamson and Lysander Childs sold Luther I. Cox for $ll,GCO an un-

divided two-thirds interest in tract No. 2. The deed for this trans-

action, which~~~~ not recorded until July 1, 1840, states in part, that 

Cox was sold "a certain portion or parcel of the island of Virqinius" 

32, Vir~inia Free Press, February 14, 1839, p.2, c,3. 

33. Thia is so stated in the Deed of E. & S,, dated July 1, 1810, Deed 
Book 25, pp.l52-153. Also Deed of Trust, July 1, 1840, Cox to Andrew 
Hunter, as Trustee, Deed Bool:: 25, pp,l55-156, 
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'llavim;; upon it .saverul dwelliwr h'";ses and other impJ:ovement~, l.o<;eth~r 

with n larqo flollr rnerch<~nt mill, nO>( beil>g erected by Gaid Luther I. 

etc, by u,.,d of Hay 1, lB3B fro:,, Hunter. TM said Cartor h'illi<l!.-son 

ho~ving sold his one unM;:idad third part of said pl·ororly to Lysamicr 

D. Child« by Deed of lst ~lay 18:>8 £Mtich. as is notecl cl>ove, was never 

"' recorde.n. 

On J&nuary 1, 1840, and before Cox's aQove-menlioned deed was record-

ed on July 1, lfl40, Luther l. Cox sold the undivided two-thirds interest 

he had acqUired from f,owland, HeffleboW<!r, \iilliaJ~~sorr, a,nd Childs for 

" $11,000 in Tract No. 2, to Daniel Snyder and 13enjamin Ford for $2_1,133.78. 

Snyder and Ford thus operated the Island Mills fro:-o 1840 to the ~runrr1<0r of 

1842, at 1·1hich time all the partners were h<liled into court and th 

property ,;as tal::en over by C<:>urt, as the followinq notice suqqests. 

"ilC1'!CC. 
My connection with the present ~siness and accruing liatilities of 

the Island ~llll at llarper,....Ferry, 1<ill be understood by the public, when 
I state, that for all Grain delivered to -th"' Hills to be ground on the 
terms heretofore u~al with tlle l·il.llers in this county, I will be respon­
sible, For grain purchased by contro.cts Hith rcyself, and delivered in 
the Hills according to th'l rules of Hillers, and the rec.,ipt brought, to 
me, I will ~Y the cash on the pre~ontation of the receipt. 

I have made arrange1aents to be supplied with money at the shortest 
notice, and 1 will <Jive the fair marloet price for qrain as deliv~nod," 

33a. This is so stated in the Deed of D. & s., dated July l, 1840, Deed 
Boolo 25, pp.lSZ..l53; also Deed of 'i'rust, July 1, 1840, Cox to J,ndrew 
lfu.nter, as Trustee, Deed fuoi< 25, pp.l55-156, 

34. Deed of B. & S., January 1, 1640, Deed Boo~ 24, pp.lS&-15?; also 
Deed of Trust, Snyd~r & Ford to Andrew Hunter as TIU6tee for Cox, dated 
January 1, 1840, Deed Boo" ~.5, pp.lSC-159 • 
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"The ~a:no ~n::anqe:nent~ <:D<ro?rchond also the sal<:>s or storage of Flottr 
lll<"tde at the Hills, <lnd the proL1pt payment of tho procoedo of sales, 
and the purch.use of any <utides rcq\\ircd by th<> C'Jst<.>al~r~ of the Hills, 

Flour l1ill bo {liven at a11y ti«te in exchange for 1:h<:01t dcliveicd in 
the }Jill:>. \·im C. \•/orthington," 35 

In Juna, 1843, it was announced: 

"PUIJLlC S!\LB OF VlilJJJ'.DLI: SHF.:!m;ooAH l-ULL PllOPElaY Ill 
JEFFEII&lll CO, VA. 

Ey Virturo of o. deed of trust, dated 1st l1.ay 1838 by Henry Rowland, 
Ca.rtor 1/illia.:.,son, Samuel <lefflobo>ier, omd Joy virhue of a decree of the 
Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chanccry,,,ranctered at the Nay Te~m 
1843, the undersigned, as surviving trustees, will sell, at ~ublic 
auction., ,on Ju.ly 29, 1543, that large and v<>.luable FLam K'\NUFflC1URI/~G 
HilL on the Island of Virginius, recently in the occup;;mcy of Ford & 
Snyder together with the MilL LOT and all the Buildings, •• 

AlWR£1,' lillliTER, 
PROVltiE HcWR!JlCC" 36 

The actual sale of the property, howcver, ~las postponed until 18'<4 

and in the meantime the mill was leased by Philip Coons, the gentlemen 

who erected the houses now known as Bldq. No. 10, 10-A and l!o. 44 in 

Harpers Farry. Y.r. Coons advertised in 1\.ugust, 1843: 

"'I'HF.A:T l\'A.l'l"l'ID. 
The undersigned ha.,..ing lea.sea the ISLAJm tllLLS, wfluld re~pect.fully 

inform the farmers of Jefferson and the adjoining Counties, that he is 
desirous of purchasing 

A l..ARGE QJAJITIIT OF \'.'HEP.T, 
for Which he will at all times pay the highest prices in Cash. Those 
who wish to exchanQe their Wheat for Flour can be accommodated, in the 
uaual way, at the shortest notice. 

He trusts that by punctuality in engagements, he shall secure the 
favor of his friends and merit a share of the public patronage. 

PHlLIP CCCI'S." 37 

35. Virginia Free Press, September 1, 1842, p.3, c.2. 

36. Ibid., June 15, 1843, p,3, c,2. 

37. Ibid., August 31, 1843, p.l, c.s. 
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Tract llo. 2 >"'-S again put 011 tha mi>rket in Januccry, l$11, by the 

trustees, Jlunter and HcCon<~icl:; the s<~le this timo was to be held on 

'" Han::h 2, 181~, 

On J.~rch 2, 1844, Hunter und !lcComlci;: finally sold to John Eerr 

and Jiliruham Herr for $14,000 th<' follo>Jinq d.:scribed property: 

"11. certain piece of land h"ving upon it a large r.u>ochant flour mill, 
and divers other improvnents, situa,ed on the Island of Virginius, in 
the Shenandoah River, for~erly called Stubblefields Island-being the 
same parcel of land and mill propeoty, which by deed of Oeoomber 28, 
1821, was conveyed by J=.es StuOOlefi<>ld to Fontoline Decknam, and by 
the latter on the same <lay r<>conveyed to Edward ';lager and Annst<N,d Bock­
hao-as truste"s to secure tho purchase money ther<lof-wi th the excep-­
tion, that is excepting from this deed, a certain strip of the said 
piece or parcel or l-and, >;hich strip ""s heretofore by deed }~arch 23, 
1S30, oonvered by Fontaine Beckhi.lm to Lewis iVerm.;1J.g, anci "ith the 
further exception fro~ ~aid original piece of land, of tho ground 
now occupied by the l'iinchester and Fotornac l<ailr.:.ad as at present 
located- and beinQ, that is to say, the premises hereby intended to 
convey, the &ill!le which is now occupied by the said John and Abraha.-::t 
H. Herr,,," 3S 

In July, 1844, the now owners advertised: 

"THE ISlAND !-!ILL, 
P.ARPERS...FtRHY. 

The undarsign"d have pUrchased that well-known and cxt.,nsiv" J.~erchant 
Mill, on the Island of Virginius, at !Jarp::or's Perry, kno'"'l as the lSLMiD 
MILL, and are now rea<iy to grind \<,'heat for the neighlxlrhood, and to pur­
chase at the highest r,-.arl;et rate, for cash. 

An extra price >till be given fer 'iihite L'iheat. 
Reference--lmdrel< Hunter and f, Bcd;ha.'ll, Esqs, !II:liR & BROTHFJ<." 40 

In OctcbGr, 1844, Herr & Brother also announced: 

38. Vircini~ Free Press, February lS, 1S44, p.3, c,7, 

39. Deed of B, & S,, dated September 2, 1846, when the Hcrrs apparently 
completed payl:l<'nh for the let, in Deed !leo"' 28, pp.2S2--293. 

40. Virginia Free Press, July 18, 1844, p.3, c.l • 
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"PUI.STEit & SF.LT 
POl? S!U..t, 

375 JXlllS Plaster, fre~h g1ound ,;G,25 per to:t; 
355 sacks Salt, ground alum ;fl,75 and fine ;~2 per """"• warr~ntcd large 
factory filled sacio~. 
The l>iqhest ca.sh price will be given for \-)heat," 41 

During tho 1635 to 1841 period, then, Tr<l.ct l!o. 2 was owned Ly 

Fontaine Ded::.ham, 183;;...38, aP.d sold at a trust sdle on Nay 1, !1'138, 

for $14,00( to Henry Rowl~d, Carter 1'/illiil:::Son, =d Sar.\uel lloffle-

bower. Hilliamson, in turn, on Hay 1, 1838, sold hi~ one undivid<>d 

third interest to Lysander 0. Childs, Followinq the destruction of 

the flour mill by fire 
/; !'"""" 

in -Jannary, 1839, an undivided two-thirds in-

terest in Tract No, 2 •:a.s sold by Rowland, Hefflet:ower, \o.'illiarnson 

and Childs for ~ll,GOO to Luther I, Cox, sometime in 1839, although 

the deed was not recorded until July 1, 1840, Cox rebuilt the nUll 

and sold this undivided two-third interest to Daniel Snyder and Den-

jamin Ford for $24,133,78 on January 1, 1840. Tract J;o, 2 was sold 

at a trustees' sale on Naroh 2, 1644, to John Herr and Abrilham Herr 

for ~14,000. 

As mentioned above, Fontaine Eecl:ham's "''sland ~tills", a stone 

merchant flour mill, was destroyed by fire in February, 1839, and a 

new mill was erected in the same general location of the old mill in 

1640 by Luther CO>:, l'he new l>lill was also called the "Island Hills". 

The flour mill was operated from 1834 to 1835 by Jacob Staub, 

From June, 1636, to January, 1839, it was x-un by Rowland, Hefflebo,,.,r 

41. Virginia Free Presa, October 24, 1644, p,3, c,2, . _.,_ 
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& Co, From 1610 to 18?2 it ~'"-"' oper<:~ted by Daniel Snyder ;J.nd Benj<'lmin 

' ' ' 

i 
' 
I 

Ford. In Septeml:.,r, 1642, }:illi<Ln C. \·loJ."thington, dPP<Irently acting a:> f 

an agcntaf the Court, took over the operation of the mill. In 1843, 

Philip Coons ran the "Island !tills" under a lease granted by the Circuit 

··'' Court, ancl;_l84.1, the new owners, John and Al:>rah= Herr, took over tho 

operation of the mill. 

In 1S34 Tract No. 2 hu.d contain<>d four d><ell!ng houses and one 

coopers !lop, in addition to the flour mill. The 1844 map indicates that 

there '-'ere only three buildin<;s beside the flour lllill standing on Tr<~ct 

2 at thQt date. These included Bldg. ~ the new flour mill; Dldg. H 

(probably Bldg, llo. 13-the Coopers shop on the 1834 mp); Dldg. G. \las 

proba.bly a <Welling house, eith•n new or perhJps Eldg, Ko, 11 or 12 on 

the 183C map had been roloca"led because of the construction of the \-lin-

chester and Potomac Railroad, Bldg, I en thc 1844 WAF was probably a 

dwelling House, i.e, Dldg, No, 9 on the 1831 m.:~p. Bldg. r;o, 10, 11 and 

12 on the 1834 map are not shown on the 181<· map and ~~ere probably cl10-

molished; llo, ll and 12 Wing rer..ovcd to make way for the construction 

of the new railroad. 

TRACI' No. 3 1835 to 184'. Tl!E PJ<lL-'hlAD DEPQT 

Tract l!o, 3 had been purchased by John B. Gild<>a from the heirs of 

Edward \lager in 1833 for $4,000, On l!ay 13, 1835, for the sum of $4,650, 

Hr. Gildea sold Tract No. 3 to the \/inchester & Potol!l.lc Railroad Company. 

This deed reads in part: 

f 
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"···"' cert<Iin lot of land situatod on tho isla'l_d of Vi:r<;rinius, ,1d­
.:j_oining the landc of f'ontuine !lock:hill!l (;'ract l.o. :V & Smith and h'ern~·ag 
(J:ract lie. {), bound<>d ds follmrs l3cryinning, on the ~ot\th side of un 
arm of said river 11 corner to Fontaine Dec~: .. ham, thcnco S lS ·e~ with ',he 
line of said Ecckhilm 10.8 pcles to a. sta<oe in the middle of tho Str'-'ct, 
thence ~<ith a line of Smith and 1-lerm-;ag 377 E 11.5 pole~ to" sta,,o, 
thane<> N 11~; E 10.8 r"'lcs to the aforos<.lid dnn~ of tho river, thonc<O up, 
~md with tho =anderings of the saJnc to the beginning .• ," 42 

Tha Hinchester and Potol:'.ilC 

" April, 1831, Actual 

Railroad c~~pany h4d boen o~gani~ed in 

" construction of the railroad Has beg»" in 1833 

and by l!ovembcr, 1835, the trac!:: had been laid from t:inchester to Halltmm, 

~th work on the final stretch, Halltown to Harpers Perry boing then in 

" progress. The grand opening of the line, ll'inoh,.stez- to Harpers Ferry, 
46 

tool: place on liaz-ch 31, 1836. 

In July, 1837, Fontaine lleckham, acting as a trustee, placa:l. the 

following- notice in the n<>Wspa.per, which yields considerable data on 

the building-s then located on Tract No. 3: 

"'l".tlUST SALE. 
By virture of a deed of trust executed to the mlbscriber on the 28th 

day of September 1833 ••. by John Gildea, to secure a certain d"l:>t thewin 
mentioned, I :;hall proceed to sell to, at pt>blic auction, the highC>:;t 
bidder, for cash on Saturaday the 5th day of next l'.>Onth (August) before 
the door of Pitzsimmons Hotel at Harper,... Perry, of the 

Lor OF GRCtll!D 
with the Tenements thez-eon, situated on the island of Virginius, and 
now ooe\lpied by the i-iinchester & Potomac Rail-P.oacl as DEF(:I]', either the 
whole or so much thereof as nay be necessary to raise the sum of about 
~,1,000. The smaller of the two stone cl1"ollings, with the lot attach<ed 
will be sold first, and the bnlance, including the Depot only in the 
event of the first providing insufficient to raise the s~~ required.~ 47 

42, Deed of D. & .9,, Nay 13, 1835, Deed Doc<: 20, pp.33B-339. 

"· Virginia Free Pross, April "· 1631, p.3. c .2. 

"· Ibid, December '· 1833, p.2, c.l. 

"· lhli.:. Noverol::cr "· 1835, p,3, c,l. ... Ibid., April '· 1636, p.2, o.S. 

47. .!hl,2.,.. July 6, 18J7, p.3, c.3. 
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Gildea apparo;,ntly paid his debt <:~S the sal<> h'as not held, 

In sull'!~ary then, in reourds to Trilot No, 3: this lot '""-" o\mod by 

the \1·, & p, Railroad Corr.pany f:ro;o lLJ.y 13, Bldg. 0 

on the 18H map :r<>pre~onts the ''""'Depot l)u_i_lding of the Railroil.rl Company, 

Bldgs, K and N on the 1814 map are the two stono-stucco<.ed d·welling houses 

that W('TO shown on the 1834 rr.aps as Bldqs, t<o. 14 and lS rospacUvely, 

TRACTS I·JO, 4 AJW 5 'T'SE SAl'/ lilLL LCJ:' 183S to 1841 

On }:,Y 25, 1835, Joseph L. Smith and Jo!tn llernWil<J, the owners of 

Tract J~o. 4, sold "- c:rrall piece of their property to Jesse Schofield 

for $500, The deed for this tran~action rea.&. in part: 

H,,,the following land on the islnnd of Virginius: Beginning at a 
point in the main str"d or road running through said isla.nd thence at 
:right angles with said street, Lack to tht! 1llillr11Ce, thcnc<> parallel 
with the mentioned line, forty feet do>m the said mill raL•o- thence a:c 
right angles with the said lot mentioned, and parallel ;;ith the first 
back to th<> street, thence with tho said strcei forty feet hue~ to the 
beginning-embracing the tenel>lent now occupied by John Shackelford ••• " 

~~ 
The pro~rty described above is Bldg. No. 1-7'on tho 1844 map 

i,! I ' 

(or probably Bldg. llo. 26 on the 1834 maps), It will henceforU
11

in this 

report as Tmct No, S. 

In l'iay, 1835, 1'/illiam Richards, who later became the mmer of 

hl.ildings in the Monument now l::no-.m as llo. 40 and No, 44, announc<>d: 

48, Deed of B. & s., N4y 25, 1835, Deed llook 20, pp.340-34l. 
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"A C.tJW. 
'l'he und<nsion~d beg~ leilvo to info~'J:\ his .f-riend~ and the public in 

gencri!l, thd he has tu~<>n the S.-niths 0hcp lately occupied by Lewi::; 
ll'orm:ag, on the Island of Vir']iniuc, where ha Hill JJO happy to ser\'c 
those ,,·ho !c<>.y favor hi1n >.-ii!t i.heir -.:or<:, 1·1hich ahall l::e done on the 
shorted notic<>, and in the bo>!'it Uild rwiltcat m<mher; and he hop<Os, by 
strict u.t:lontion to budness, to sh.;rc u p<~rt of ~he public patrona,ge, 
li,B,-Lill Ironc made to on!er at th<:> shortest notice," 49 

Mr, Richards h"d thus rented llldq, No. 21 and 22 on the 1834 map or 

Eldgs, llo, 21 and 22 on the 1844 map, 

On April 21, 1835, lir. John \'lernw<.<g married };iss M.lrgarct ReOOcca 

" Massey of Bal tiJTio.-e, Nd, 

On April lS, 1835, Jos10ph L, Smith and John l·lornwag purchi>.sed of 

George and Ellen Stubblefield for $2~.00: 

" ••• a patent for a certain tract of land around the island of Virginiu.~ 
in thO! 3henanctoah rlV!!r, granted to the said Geor<;e Stul-.hlchdd by the 
Cot;;<Jomrealth of Virginia on the 22nd lloveL"'.ber lB34 ••• accordinq to the 
survey set forth in said p.1.tent •.• " 51 

11eanwhilo the financial difficulties of the Smith & 1"1ernwag con-

" tl(ined to increase, as rPvealed by the following notice of Huy, lB3S: 

" 
"TRUST SALE 

OF 
Hii..'<I?ERB- FEKRY 
REJU .. E.S"fAl'E, 

By virture of a deed of trust, e>:ecutcd on the 28th da.y of Doe<>wher, 
1824, by Lewis 1-/erm.-ag, to Edw<~rd ;.;ager, now deceased, and An:1stead 
Beckham, as trustees for tho benefit of James Stubblefield, the sub­
sc:riber, as the surviving trustee, and under the authority vested in him 
as such by ~aid deed, ,,will sell, at pUblic auction, to the hisho=st 
bidder, for cash, on Hondey the lJth of July next, before the cloor of" 

49. Virdnia Free Press, !l.:>y 7, 1835, p,3, c.O, 

SO, Ibid., ~lay 7, 1835, p.3, c:,J. 

Sl. Deed of B. & S., /;pril 19, 1835, Deed Bool:: 20, p,53l. The ere.:~. 
purdw.zed is shown on the 1814 lllilP by th<> figures l, 2, 3, "tc:., to 18 
around the island and across the river, fl. detailed description of 
these l.ouilcl.inqs is oiven in the deed of August 21, 184!7, to the l:larpc:rs 
Ferry & t:henandoah HJ'g, Co,; ~""' Chapter V, 
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"}'itzsiJt,"'lOns'~ Hotel, llarpcrs Forzy, th<1t part of the valufuole l~l<>n<l 
of Vir'"iniu." [·:hid> was ori<:<inally sold by J;nos Siubiolcficld and Hif-Q 
to Lcwi" l,'enwag, <1nd is now in tho possession of John \-:crnwlg and 
Jo:;cph L. Smith, cont"inJng on it ono of the =st V<llU'-lblo .'3.-i.o,');:ILLS 
in theW. Slates, together with a numbor of D'..'ELLlHG !IliJSI:S, l':cm.;:n:o:·s, 
AND OI'llEil imp4ovement~. Said proper~}' will b<> solo to satis~y the sum 
of"""""" thous=d fo:;r humhcd and h:enty dollars, Hith interest frol'l 
the lst day of Deced;oQr, 1R:.J1, the balance of tlw original purchnsa 
money rot-<>.ini<HJ ciue to ColeH\"-rt C. Bccl.:ham, as the a~s~gnee of ,:;aid 
J;u;;es Slubblcfield. •• ARJ-DIT~lD U!:CrJiil};, 

Surviving TJ:Ustce, &c." 52 

On July 10, 1SJ5, Joseph L. fr.nith put into trust •dih Benjamin 

Price, as trustea for John HcPherson, a part of the island of Virginius; 

" ••• b<lin<J th<> san:c :p-operty conveyed by t.ouis Vlern""-9 to Joseph L, 
Smith and Jw.,.,s Hook Ly Deed of July 2, 1832, that is to sa.y onQ :ooioty 
of the estate or entire parcel of lan<i.was -Lhen conrcyed by said !·!or:;­
wag and portion of one-sixth of the original whol<> was B'UhsequenUy 
oonvcyad from the said Lewis \·/erm1ag and >life to said Joseph Smith and 
Hook by Dee<i_ day of 1833, and said Joseph L, Sr.tlth havinq purchased 
from the said James lioo;;, his undivided portion of s<~.id property (for 
which however no dc<>d has yet been "''ade) his undiYid<>d pro1-crtion there­
of is h;:r-thirds of the l<hole originally l>elonging to said Lewls \·:ern­
wag-~:.lso the equitable interest, being the S"-"'~<> proportion (to wit: 
two thirds) of the said J, L, Smith in and to a certain parcel of land, 
roci:~ and water, pate,-,t<>d from the Com. of Virginia to George Stubble­
fi<>ld by patent dated l;ovcmbcr 22, 1834, and l-'Uichas"'d by said &.i!i th 
from Stubblefield ... " 53 

On July 30, 1835, Trustee Price announced: 

"TRUSTEE'S SALE 

" VAlll!illLE FAc:tORY PliOPER'IT 
!J.T fl.t"IP.PEP.S-FER:~y, 

By -.rirture of a deed of trust from Jos, L. Smith, Esq. to the 
subscriber, .,xccuted the 16th day of July i»St •• • 1 >lill sell, at 
public auction to the highest bidder, on Friday the 4th of Beptc:r.Jx.r 
ncxt .•. bcfore the door o!· Fitzsir...':1on~'s Hotel, E<;~rpers F"rry, all the 
right, titlo an<.! estate of said Joseph L. Sr.tith, in and to" 

52, Virginia Free Pr<>ss, Nay 14, 1835, p,3, c,5, 

53, Deed of Trust, July 16, 1835, Deed Dook 20, pp.409-410, 
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• "'l'JJI: ISLt,I:D OF VlllGililUS, 
It r..ay be coflfidGntly affirrn~d that this is one of the mod valua.blo 
pioces of proporl:y for rnu.nufadurin(! purpose·~ in the U!;itcd 3-La"le~. 
Situiltcd in tho falls oJ- th" 31Hiwndoah, it is dbow' tlw rouch of in·· 
uncktticn; cond, without a d«r.., co:munc.ls neil.rly th<> whole £-orco of th" 
riv"r, loy means of a ~-anal «hich has )>Oen cut through the cantl-e of 
the Island. 

1\;o bri<l-Je5 con:1oct the Island >tith 1-!a.r;x'rs-Ferry on the tmin land, 
and t1·1o more ar<' in pl"O<Jress of construction by tho l{inchc::oter and 
Poto;na.c liail :\o<~,d Co,.,,;:ouny, whose roud passo~ over it. This 1wrk, to­
gether with tho Clwsar"ate and 0hio Ca:lill and the Baltimore "-!ld Chio 
Rail Road, {distant not =re thiln 250 yards,) affords this propc!·ty 
unrivalled adv""tagcs. 

The Improvements are .several d·delling hous"~• extensive wor" 5hop.s 
and one of the largest and most \'<tluablc SF·}i HIU.S in thc. country. 

The proporty will te sold ontire, or in lois, as '""'Y b<> found e>:-
pedient on the day of the sale,,," 54 

This ~alEe, l!OWEever, was not hoJ4 for <1 year l<ltor in Jun<>, 11.136, 

Mr. Price announced tha• Gmith's intcre~t would be sold at auction on 
>5 

the 4th of August, 1836, /;gain the proJOerty was not sold, for on 

September 5, 1836, Jo~eph L. Smith dEe..;lared himself ba,nhupt and sold 

for ~1.00 to the Sheriff of Jefferson County, 

'"The equity of redemption, or interest of said S;:lith in the islaud 
property ncar Harpers Ferry, purchas"d by hi:::~ from Lewis l·lern>~d.g, beinG 
an undivided two-thirds thereof, subject to a deed of trust, Smith to 
Benjamin Price, trustee for John EcFhcrse>n, dat.,rl July 16, 1833 ••• " S6 

i 
' 

I 
' ' 

In Hover.ber, 1836, John fito>;sirr=ns aq<lit\ ant\ounced, f 
' 

''TRUSTEE'S S.\LE. f 
Under the authority of a deed of tntsi to the subscriber from Le"'is 

l'lernwaq, dated the 2\lth clay of August, in th~ y"ar l836,,.for the bcnofit 
of Joseph L, Rus<>ll, l will on the lOth day of Pccctni::<>r next, on the 
promises, sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, for cash, one 
ilalf of the lSJ..'UW CF VlllGil;IUS, •• noar Harper,...Ferry, described in said 
deed," 

54, VirGinia Free Press, July 30, 1635, p,3, o,J, 

SS. Ibid., June 9, 1836, p.3, c.1. 

56, Deed of B, &. S,, Scpternbor 5, 1836, Deed Boo\;; 21, pp,232-2J3, 
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"I 1dll sell, to «atisfy the balanc-. ~"'"upon iln assignr.>ont by Jas, 
Hoo~ & J 0 >:cph L, C::mith, to p<:y to said 111!~3<>11, the u;;,ount of their 
pUrch;~se from said ·,;crm<.1.0, of the prop<>rl:y .J.Ix>vo <.loscribcd," 5'/ 

In June, 16:,l7) l'rr, Fitzsi"''"ons, noting as trus~""• a<]ain advcrtisod 

that he would offer the above Dcscrihed inter"st of Lewis v;el·n<·:a<J in 

" thQ lsland of Virginius at public auction on July Z2, 1837. 

similar noclnner, trustee 13enjarnin Price gal'o notice in l~overnbcr, 1837, 

that he would offer for sale at PQhlic auction on December 18, Joseph 

'" L, Smith's interest in Tract ~o. 4, 

John l>'ernw<~g apparently raised the money to protect his int<>rest 

by D\OTtga'}ing for $-6,300 to Josias Pennington of Baltimore a piece of 

property in Baltir.~rc and: 

"one m1divided third part of all that po1tion of tho Island o~ 
Virginiu,; in the Shenandoah River near Earpcrs Ferry being the loe:or 
IJo',rt of said Island adjoining tha por~ions balongin<J to f'ontaHte 
BecU.am. & Edward ),·agor' s heirs bein(l ·for., .all tha.t undivided portion 
of said Island which was sold & conveyed by Lewis & Elizabeth his 
wife to th" sa.id John r:ernwa.<; by their Indenture dated 31st July 
1833 .•. " 60 

Joseph L. St::tith's undlvided two-thirds interest in Tract tlo, 4 

>rent into Court, through bankruptcy proceedings, and was finally sold 

by Commissioner Andrew Hunter, a.oting for Sara.h Ann Price, the sole 

heir of Denjamin Price and John NcPherson, for $8,000 to Jessie 3cho-

field on July 3, 1844; that is, the deed for purchase was grant<>d on 

that date, This deed reads in pa.rt: 

57, Vir9inta Free Press, Hovember 10, 1836, p,3, c.4, 

58, Ibid,, June 29, 1837, p.3, c.4, 

59, Ibid,, November 15, 1837, p.3, c,4, 

60. Mortgage, JanuarY 20, 1840, Deed Dook 24, pp.lOB-109, Also Micro­
film Reel 11, V, 1, pp.37-41. 

-H-

' I 
! 

\ 

' 
l 



• 

• 

• 

" ••• 1-"'tlw an undivid"d tl,'D thirds part of that portion of tlw Idund 
of \'irsinius, ill the DJwn,wcloah Jilv<'r,,.whioh ""'" c01wcyed f-ror.1 Louis 
l<ornh'd\J and 1die to ihe sniJ Joseph L, 3m1th and Jar,os Hoot )'y Deed, 
do.~cd July 2, 18J?~th<lt is to say one r:!oiet:t of i-h<O est;lte or entire 
parcel of land "''~ then conv~yed by ~ctid Le><is \·lcrnl·;J.g and 1dfc-und a 
furthcl· portion of one sixth of the original ~<hole "~" subSc',OliC"-tly con-­
veyed from U:e su.iJ Lc•ds ·,:crnwag and t<iie to said Smith and Eook:, by 
d<>ed of 1833, and being, hro thir<b o:' tha.t portion ot said Island <Jncl 
now in the po~r.eodon of said Schof-i<.·ld emd a certain John _Kern'""'-'· 
Also"" undiv~dod b<o-ihird parts of "p;uc<>l of land, rock and l>dter 
adjacent to the :caid island r.;atentod fro:n the Con-".on \•,'<>alth of Virginia 
to George Stuhbl~l'ield by JC.<tcnt of J~ove.,jy,r 22, 1834 .>nd purohiJscd 
from Stubbl~fidd by S:!'ith and i·J<,rml<l.<}, ;\nd finally to reake th<> extant 
of this convey<l.nce and ilSSi(;nment more c"plicit, it is horeby deol<trod 
to ~rnLrace tho entire right 1:1nd title of the said Joseph L. S:nith and 
also of tho s<~id Jd.mes Roo,, or his children, heirs, as fully, and to 
all intents and purposes us the sa:ne '"as held by them at the tim" of th" 
execution of tho deed of trust of July 16, 1835 ..• " 61 

'lhile the llhove legal tangle waa being straightened out, the 

factories Md ~hops located on Tract no. 4 were still in production. 

In 1837 Lewis h'crnwag advertised: 

"PATEIIT CU'ITIRG ECX 
The subsoribcr has for sdlc, at his r.,anufacturin<C establishrr ... nt on 

the Island of Virginius, near Harpero-Fcrry, the a/Jove valu.a!Jle <'lrticle, 
palentcd by hihlself. It is well adapted for cutting provender cf- every 
description for stoch; and is considGred by good judges to have UeoiQed 
ndv<~.ntag"s over any oth-=r article of lho ,;;inQ ever of-fered to thG pub­
lic, It may be seen at the '.l'in Shop of Tho;cas Ra>~lins & Son, Charles-
town, or on the Island of Virginius," 62 

In Naroh, 1839, Jesse Schofield and George 1-:auzy announced: 

"i:OriCE. 
The sub-scribers have rented the 3[1\-! Hill. situuted on the Island 

of Vin;;inius, lately in the occupancy of Lewis \·!ernwag. They have 
ulso r..ade arr<u~<:;ements to <eet a larc;c quantity of TircLer C.o·.7! th" 
Shenandoah river, and will Le able to till bills at short nolice.--
Thcy will dlso continue to Saw country logs u1--0n the shar«s, or 
othcruir;e, to suit customers; and will l..c prepared to furnish Plastering 
Luths of any d~scription. From their hl\0'--n disposition to please, they 
hoP> for a rcasonaLle sh,.rc of public patronag-e," 63 

61. Deed of D. & s., July 3, 1844, Deed Book 2S, pp,l72-l73, 

62. Yirainia Free Press, ~~y 11, 1637, p,3, c.4 • 

63. Ibid., Maroh 28, 1839, p.l, c.l. 
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:Phis partnerr.:hip appaar::: 1.o huve continued to opornte the s<m 

"' mill through July of 1840, Frol:l AuQUot until !Cov<>r.J,er 25, 1840, 

tho co-partnorsl;ip of Josep.'l P, Sh<mnon <1nd Jesse Schvfield OJ--'CTntcd 

"' the sa'> mill. 

On l-!ay 29, 1839, \lilliu.!o Hernwag, Junior, 36 years old, diod of 

" oonsu.':',ption, 

'J.'he machine shops on Vi:rginius, Tract 4, were opcratod by the 
67 

Wornwag fanUlY from 1835 to 1843, Among their products vere 

Turning Lathes, Cil.ws and F.arha~u's Patent \·la~hing I·:a.chines, On 

AUQUst 24, 1810, llbraham D. \iernwag, 27 years old anc! a son of Lewis 

"" i'lernwag died, LewLs \>lernuag, S..nior, died at some date in 1843 

c;:..foro/August StJ:)and his persona.! property, tools and six-,<heoled 
;; 

railroad oar were auctioned off on Septe~~r 18, 1843, 

From at least hugu.st 5, 1813, throuqh 18";1 the ITlll.chine shops 

on Tract No, 4 were operated by John h'Grm<aq a.nd Jos<>ph P, Shannon. 

July 23, 1840, p,3, advertisem<>nt 

65, Virginia Free Press, December 10, 1840, p,3, c,5; noticG of dis­
llolution of partnershlp. 

66. lbid., June 13, 1839, p.3, c,2, 

67, Ibid,, Notices of in Pebruary 27, 1810, p.3, c,2; &ptem.ber 22, 
1812, p,3, c,4; Barch 31, 1842, p.4, c.6,7~ 

68, Ibid,, Septeltlber 3, 1840, p.3, c,2, 

69, Ibid,, Septenber 7, 1840, p,3, c,2; notice of sale with list of items. 

70. Deed of Tl'llst, An<Jl.lst 5, 1843, Shannon to G. B, 1-la-;;-or, trust"e for 
Jesse Schofield, Daed Book 26, pp.435-436; second deed of trust, same 
date and between the same pnrties in Dc<>d Book 32, pp,63-6S • 
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It is pro!xl.hle, ho>:ever, tlw.t ::.i1mmon had beon a ment::>er of the Vr:rnl·:,lg 
71 

firm since 1330, 

By HH then, Trad !lo, t, >Ia:; held L>y John lc!crnt~"9• with ;m undi-

vided one--third inter<>st in the px-opnty, and by Jessie Schofi<lld, 

with n undividocl hto-thirds inter.,st in the lot an<l i;o,provements, 

These two (JC!ltlem~n, in Bay of lb41, entered into an accreem.,nt with 

Jaws Gid::linqs in an effort to diq>Ose of- Tract No. 4 at a profit. 

The 1844 map of the island Of Virginius, prepared by J=es N, Brown, 

which is presented at the end of thfis chil,['Jter, ""-" dra•m to assi5t 

~IT. Giddings in this endeavor, 

Two documents ""'re signed bet1,.."11 the r_.arties ar1d we quote from 

1. "flrticlcs of Ar;ree;;.ent made and entered IJ"i th by a.nc!. beh,-..en Jesse 
Schofield and John li<nmla<J ••• of the first part and James Giddings of 
Frederic;, Cour,ty and State of l-:a.ryland of ti,e second Part, 'ditmwseth, 
that wh«rcas th« :;aid parties of the first part together with thciY 
respective wivos, have this day G:ay 16, 184{) by thoir d<Oed of bargain 
and sale of equal date >~ith these presence, conveyed to the said pa,-ty 
of the Second part certain real estate being and lyi~ in Jefferson 
County in the State of Vir(.linia, adjOlP.ing Harpers Ferry and c<:>ntaining 

acres of land ,,,ore or less, &. being the sa!ll" property that >;as oHncd 
bYLel·liS h'ernwac;;-, "hich said deed is rccorcied,,,The said land boing cc•n­
veyed by deed to said Giddings in trusl, to sell tho Satl'.e for the pur­
po:;es thorein mentioned. And 'dhoroas by the said deed these articles of 
agreement are referred to for the purpose of ascertaining the a."l',ount of 
cornmisnion or co~onsation to be allowed to said Giddings for his trouble 
and responsibility in sellin<;; said real estate and paying out and distri­
buting- among th~ parties thereto entitled. 

The purchase money arising from the salo of said real estate, and as 
a full eO!npensation for tho discharge of all hi:; duties as trustee under 
and by virtu:no of said c!eed of- trust, !~ow it is hereby agreed by and be­
twe€n the said parties of the first and second part, that the said 

n. 
firr.~ 

1:orb;:rago, January 20, 1810, Rool 
of Sh.lnnon anU: John \·;crnwag, 

_,,_ 

11, V,l, pp,:l7-U ~nentions the 
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"Giddings shc;ll not sell said property \·lithin "period of bm years 

from tho date of uaid deed, unlcaa ho can (jccch•i) at loast the> sum 
of thi,·ty thousa:>d dollar,; for ull ~aid propel ty, unless Lho said J:artics 
of tho first p;nt shall a(!rco to" cal<> at a Joss price or """'• in Khioh 
event, he shall sell for ~uch smns as thC> said parties of U"' first part 
shall agree -that he shall ta':c for tlw, """"'• Ll thcr for a part or for th<> 
;.;hole, 11,at is, tho said Gi.ddiw;a "'"Y ~ell il part or parts of said prov­
orty, or the wh,.>le, at such prices, losr; then r,u.:;, of thirty thousand 
doll<>rs for the >:hole, or ~t that ra:Lc, a.s th" aaid parties of the first 
may a<JrGo he ~hall sell the -"amc i·or, And the said Gidding.5 s!lilll be 
entitled to reed ye and deduct from the pu,.chu.s<' ~;~oncy <:fter tho p.;ymcnt 
of all expense-~, u.s is providod for in said da<>d of trust, at th10 rate 
of ten P'rccnt, on all sales up to tho sa.id sum of thirtr thousand 
dollars, and should he sell the said property for Jr..ore than su.id agrc-
9ate of :;30,000 dollars he shall receiv" f-ifty per cent, or th<> one half 
of whutevcr suus or mr:ount he may get or sell s<ud property for, over 
and iiliove the said sum of thirty thous"nd dollars, 'l'hat is, 'i.f he shdll 
sell the property for :f/32,000 su.id giddings shall :be entitled to deduct 

§< ratain in his hands, as his compensation and pomission for .:~11 his 
services as t~stce as foresaid ten percent on the 3J,OOO dollars, over 
and above 1;he co~ts and charges as herein before stated, anci fifty per­
cent on the 2,000 dollars, or the one half thcraoi, and so in pH>):Cr­
tion on any larger or sll\illlcr sum over Ulld above the said 30,000 dollars 
that he ~ay be able to sell said pror~rty for.-

JI.nd it is further agrec:lby und bi>hleen said parties to this agree­
ment theil the saiJ. Cid.dings 1·,ay, if he thinKs proper, tako iH\ int<Jrest 
in and be considered as a purchaser of one part of said property, not 
exceeding one third part thereof, at such price or sum as ~he ~rt b~ 
taken would amount to, estimalin'} the entire propor~y at the said price 
or SUltl of thirty -thousand dollars, that is if the s"i<.i Giddi;,gs shall 
agro" to bacor:-,e tho purcho.ser of one fourth part of said property, and 
to :ce tho owner of that extent he shall pay for such one fourth Pdrt 
the sum of ~7,500 dollars and so of any quarter on less intcrast, in said 
property not exceeding a third part thereof as aforesaid. Should said 
Giddings deterr;Une to t;ecor.te intarestcd as purchaser as aforesaid he 
must give notice to that affect to the said parties of the first part 
on or before the first d.>.y of Janu~ry 184S next.:•, 72 

2. Deed of 'l'~d, dated Hay lG, 1844, granted by Jesse Schofield and 

his wife llary Ann, and John 'vlernwag 11nd his wife llir9aret R., to Jru:;es 

72, Articles of Agreement, May 16, 1844, Reel ll, V,4, pp.372-375. 
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''\;hero<lc tho pa.rties of the hr~t «I<' dc~iring t<o h.J.ve sold to tho 
bost a<k<mtago th<> property J;crcin.J.ftcr m<'ntion<'d and for that p~rpo::" 
ha.ve cclecled the said Jume~ Giddings, who has agre.od to advance to 
th<> said pdrties of tho fin>t part, to be ,~ffixcd in ):Oayment of d"bts due 
by them and for '''hich tho property afor<Osaid is Dound, tho sum of t,-o 
thousand dollars ••• thc said two thousand dollars toLe secured to so~id 
Giddinos in tho man.ncr hereinafter menlion<?d <md th~ ~aid Giddings 
having U')rocd to havo the caid property convoyod to him upon thc t:rust 
and for the purposos herdnaftor r..ore P'litiCUl.:!rly set forth and i«i th­
fully to dischuge the said trust so to be confided to him by the said 
pa.rties of the first p..:~rt ••• Ghe Schofield~ <>nd \·:<>rm:u.<;rs convey to 
Giddin\J:i) ••• constitutittg part of a larger trilct nOl• nnlled and tr.ovm 
Ly tho na~oo of 'Viroiniu,.-", so being also a part of an Island in the 
Shen<~ndoah RlVcr adjoiM.ng f',iJ.rpors-Ferry, and Uginnin\! for S<lid piece 
or portion of l<l.nd at a Gudgeon :;t<~uding in the middle of a street 
lilid out, it being a corner of the "l£rohani Hill' property ilnd runninq 
thence with the lines of the same south twelve and a half de{:r~c::: "'<'5t 
five poles and ejght links to the ]lorth edg<= of the d.J.:n, th<=no~; llp tho 
>1all north eigh·::y h:o and a quartnr degrees o<cst fiftcor. poles and three 
links to a codar st~e, thonce leaving tho pdll dam and running north 
seven and three quarter~ dugrees cast four poles and four lin:i::s to a 
stake in tho other mill dam, thence up tho same Soulh eighty three 
degrees ,;est thirteen poles and five lin.::s to a =ll cedar, thellc:e 
South eighty nine and a half degrees \~est h1onty thr<"e )O<lles and six 
links to two sapli:VJS from one stwnp ':hence South eighty two dogrees 
west twelve poles and five links to tho soulh post of the QUard ""'~" 
at the head of the Island, thence South forty five degrees west seven 
poles to t>1o Ash saplinqs on the ban;:; of· tho river, theneo d"""' it 
with the meanders South seve:>ty eighl and a half degreos edst eleven 
poles to a pile of stones, thence llorth eiqhty two and a quarter dorr<'es 
east, h""ntJ· si>: pol"" to the upper end of tho race 1>'<>11 ut the cdq" of 
the ri v<:>r, thence South eighty and three qUarter degree~ cast, h1onty 
four pol<:>s Thence South eighty nine- and a cr~arter degrees cast sovcn 
poles and eight liru:s to the upper corner cf the purchase from J. 
Stullil<>field, continuina >lith said purohuse along the m<>anders of the 
river, South eighty nino deare<>s E~~t, seven ~les and thr~e lin~s, 
South si:dy two d~groes and 20 minutes East, nine poles und five lim::s, 
South eighty three degrees east, fivo poles, llorth dghty seve" and 
thre<> cp.1nrter degro<>s east, hrenty poles and nine lin-~s to three A~h on 
the East end pf the Island. Thenoo orossinl) the strea!':1 until it int<>r­
sects the United States line, tlwnce up the l,'ivcr with said line to a 
sycamore, Thence crossing the strear.. to the point of a roo,:; at th<> 
watc>rs edqe corner to Ed~<ard K1gers lot (j'n;ct t:o, 1), Thence l>ith the 
same to the middl<> of the street at a sta_'-oe, Thenc<l up the r.,iddl<' of 
the stre<'t i:o the beginning containing five acres, three Rods and one 
perch, more o:r leas. Excepting out of said land a two storY hricl:: house 
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"now occupied loy the said Jc;;sc Schofield and the lot of ground on which 
tha sar.-o .>tands, lSr«ct r;o • .'0 ilnd Hhich said lot is 1\o>l encloGcd by '' 
fence rounU tho ~amc ""d ,;hich ""id house & lot is ma.-lccd 1\u,-J.:><Or 12 on 
the plal r•:c.:mtly ,._~de out for said Ju.:r.es Ciddin<;s by J""'"" 1'., Bro"m 
the Surveyor of Jcffcrson County in lhc Stat<:. of Virginia, "hich said 
plat is no"~< in ~he posscsdon of said Giddings, which said house aJ<d 
lot of <;>round i<> to be a<'!d continue the pro):-erty and c;;tate of sai<i 
Jesse Schofield "-S h<J hils heretofore held and enjoyed the srur.e, a;,d his 
title to and pozs<nsion cf tho sruoc to be in no way affected or di,turbed 
by virture of this dead .• ,Mid the said parti"s <>! the fird purt do 
hereby huther Qrant •.• all that tract or parcel of land containing forty 
acres, situate in Jefferson County aforesaid includir.q « part of th.o 
River Ghenandollh some Islands, Rocl::s & so forth, and "hich was <JIUnt<=d 
by the Cot""'onwealth of Virginia unto George Stubblefield by its gTant 
or pat"nt Waring d.::J.te the h>:ont;' second day of ll'ove1ober 1834 and re­
corded in llcok D. l'"· 2 paq<> 297 in the land Cfficc of :>aid Corr.r:.oro­
~loalth of Virqinia •.• thilt ,,;ere by so.id G~orge stullild'ield conveyed by 
his deed ••• to the s<l.id John t·:e,-n\·:ilo;r and '" certain Joseph L. ani th und cy 
the said Smith conveycl to d. certain B'<JdLilllin ?ric" and by the said 
Fric<> •.• to the said Jess., Schofiold ••. (J!lso all title to three ilcrcs, 
one rod und 39 perches of land loca-ted in South Bclivc..,J •.• that is to 
say, in t:rust that the said James Giddings ~hc.ll c.nd r:my at any time or 
times within two years from the date of this deed sell and dispo~c of, 
either at public or privat" sal.,, and on ..mch terms "" h<! may deem best, 
all or any part of said pro.,crty or rec.l estc.te conV<lyer.l to him. F.-,d 
in ndking sc.id sc.le or sales or dispOsitions of said property or in 
part, the said Giddings is t<> hav" full pO~'er c.nd authority to so di­
vide and parcel out the sc.me in lots or otherwise, as in his JudgemPnt 
h" may thifu:; best. •. " 73 

Armed with these b.-o doCUI:l<'nts, James Giddings set forth in 1844 

to aell tract No. 4 on th~ lsla.nd of Virghius. To assist hi'" in this 

project, 1-lr. Giddings had the PUlll JlJW REPORT ',fl'Jli A DESC.RIPTION Vlf.',·i 

OF THE ISLAND OF VIRGll<lUS, li.T HARPERS FERRY, VlRCililA, printed in 1844. 

Copies of the repOrt and tracings of the plan of the Island follow on 

the next pages of this chapter. 

73. Deed of Trust, May 16, 1844, De.,d Boo<; 27, pp.H~..-145, also Hi oro­
film Reel 11, V.3, pp.22S-233. 

'14. llational Archives R. G. 153, \'lar O..partr:tent, Jud<:l" Advocutc 
General Office, Reserv<ttion Fil.,, Harper's Ferry, \;'est Virqinic., 
Hiscellaneous Pll.pers File 7. ··o· ,·; .. ,' '"'·';-.-: 
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In surnmarhin<J the history of Tract llo. 1 from 183~ to lllH, " 

h'O ctory bricl:: house {Uldq. ];o. l'j on the 1844 m11p) and small lol 

was sold off from LrA No, 1 in 1835 to Jesse Schofield to bccoJ;-e Tract 

No, S, Tra.ct l<o. 'll>as owned b)' Joseph L, Smith ilnd John l'.'crm.a,g from 

1835 to 1836, with Sm.ilh holding an undivided h>o-thirds intorost ,wd 

'1'/crn~lag an undivided on<=-third interest in the property-. Both pJ.rt-

ners were in finWlcla.l difficulties during this period and in Scpt.,mber, 

1835, Sr.Uth dedared himself ban.i<:rupt. His itlterest th<>refore pa.r.sed 

into the hilnds of the Court, where it re=ined from September, 1836, 

until ab:Jut 1640, Smith's two-thirds interest was then purchased from 

the Court for $8,000 by Jesse Schofield, final payment being l:'.ade on 

July 3, 1844, Thus in 1844 John Hertt<raq an.d Jess<: Schofield o\med 

Tract t!o. 4 . 

The Srni th Shops located on Tract llo. ' in 1835 ""' probably Co 

1844 were leased and operated by l'iilliam Richards. 'l'he Sa« Hill from 

1835 to 1836 was operated by Josepll L. Smith. Froro N<lrch, 1839, un-til 

July, 1840, they were leased by Jesse Schofield ""' George lCauzy. From 

al:out August, 1840, until November the Saw Hill 1<as run by Schofield anci 

Joseph P, Shannon and then by ScltoHeld alone from December, 1840, until 

1844. 

The ma.ehire shops loeated on Traet lie, 4 were operated by the \•(ern-

wag family and probably Joseph P, Shannon from 1835 until 1844. A 

detailed description of the buildings on 'l'riJ.ct l\o, 4 will be found in 

the conclusion to this chapter, 

_,,_ 
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TIII: PlAiDS OF 1843 

J3cf-orc proceeding to the Gcn<>ral Sunlm,.ry <tnd consideration oi- th<> 

1814 mil.p, wo present here <l<tta on the three Hoods u,,,t struck t'm Is-

land of YirQinius in lE43, On flpril 20, 1B43, thro ne«spaper n•port"d: 

"Gl<Ei\.'1' Fi,'t:S]-!ST 
The l·.'ater of the Potor.~ac and Shenando<1h Rivers l<ero higher on Sat­

urday evening last, at Harpo>rs-I'errr, than they have bc~n since the 
meruorable flood of 1010, and great da~~ge has been done in the f!ocding 
o! the cellars and low"r apart..-.cnts of the houses, ami in the c<aryinq 
away of lumber from every accessible point.--i·~r. Lewis '.lfern"-'d<)", who"e 
enterprise.and usefulness are proverbial, W<lS a loser to the amount of 
several hundreds of' dollars, and- the Public Luml:er Y<trd t.;rmori) l-·as 
almost literally shipped of tilnb<>r, plani:: and l<Ood--much of which might 
have been saved, if wor~en had been directed to ~i::e the effort on 
Saturday morning. 

'l'he Nat<>r was over the streets of the villa9e, and all the little 
garden spots -.,ere inundated, and the early lal" ra of the occupants co.,... 
pletely <l<'stroyed. The greqt kail'!wad bridge over the Potomac was in 
imlllincnt danger, the str"am J:;eing within 13 inches of the timber.~. and 
the ddft-wood in 1!1<11\Y instances bro"e off- the plan>:: whioh lin<Od the 

Immense damage has been don<O to the emban~ments of th<O Chesapea>::e 
and Ohio Canal, as far as heard from, East and ''jest--and we fear that, 
in the present derar•;;ed concii tlon of the hnance"' of the Co..-.pany, the 
means of r"pairinQ this dmt\llqe will not be easily comro.anded. 

The flood w~s produced by the continued rains of the last wee~, and 
the melting of the mountain snows which for months had been gathering 
in the fastnesses .•• " 75 

Two floods struck in Septcrnbet, l84S; the newspaper reported of 

the first flood: 

"DES'l'RUCTlVE RAIN i\ND 11..COD. 
"TTle rain, which commenced falling on \;ednesddy night the 6th, 

about 9th o'cloc>.:, was awfully heavy, and d(sastxous beyond calcu­
lation. It seems as if the Heavens had ~en opened, as in the deluge 
of old, and in a few hours the town C:harlcs TowtO run was swolloon 
into an anqry and terrible river, carryinq destruction in its train 

"· Virginia free Press, April 20, 1843, p.2, c.S. 
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·~throngbout its whole length, fro"' its sourc" to the Shenandoah liiver 
Ut poured fo1 four hour~, and 11Her a len') description ot d<ur1age in 
and near Ch<.trles To1;n, -Lhe edi-lor continua<D 

The dwPag<J lHl.S been groat in various dir<"dions. The l.'inchest"r 
and l'oioo.,ac Hail Road, tram Cameron's to H<~.l)Xlr&-i'erry, ><as a good 
deal da:na.qed. Th"' lo~s will be sooveral thou~und-doll<lrs. The Balti-
more <~.nd Ohio }~ail Uoad, from Sleepy Creek to Harp;rs-Fcrry, was cilso Ulai­
erially injured, but the travel has been re5\lo;cd ••. Every hour l>riags 
us report of darrw.ge, and we may exp<>ct an endlos6 detail of disaster~ 
from this :r.emor.Wle slorm. he fear its oon~eo;uences will be further 
felt, in ihG ""Y of sico:ness, unless great care be taJ.:en to clean out 
<tnd purify the cellars ..• " 76 

The second flood followed immediately on the firsl, and the P<!pcr 

rep;>rt<>d: 

"ANOTHEJI DESTRUCllVE fl.OOD. 
The rains of the l<~.st weei:;, beginning on Monday, end with intervals 

continuing until Friday have resulted in a tr~mend~us flood in the 
Potomac and Shen<~.ndoah, and their tributaries, and gre<~.t destruction to 
crops, fencing, <~.nd timber, has ensued, The wind on Thursday nighl, 
from the South East, was very violent, and iho corn throughout its 
range has been proshated in the fields, which arc saturated to,. $lY<-r- , ' 
flowing. The srnall;Streams have I>Urpassed in volurr,e any thing/,..-·;·;:;:;"·' 
remernbe. "d by the 'oldest inhabi tani. '... ~ .• .. ' · ! ~ ~. 

At Harpers-Ferry, however, the flood h<~.a been the most disasterous. 
Both River~ w"'re up on Satur&y morning three feet above the highest J .•. -

p;>int of the flood l<1at P.pril, and more than a foot over the memorable-- • ·•·''< ' . ,,, 
flood of 1810, On Shenandoah street, Mats were uaell, and the water , , _· , 
W<!.s in the first story of almost every house. The street between ' 
Carrell's Ooc<~.ted on hager Lot No.6, 7, part of 8 and 9, in the 
Ferry Lot) and ·,·,alling's Oocated on \>lager Lot No, S in the Ferry LeD 
Hotels w<o.s "everal feet deep, and the premises of both so filled that 
their coodng for hundreds of ••• ttravellers was imp;>sBibleS) 'l'he 
water"'"" touching the Rail Road Bridqe, lLUd the rise of another foot 
rnu~t have swept that costly won:; away. 'l'he Rail Roads, "'" believe, 
have suffered no injury, hut the Canal has ken seriously damaged, 
The lift locJ:: at Harpers-Ferry has been 9o<ept out, and the bank:s in 
many pl<~.ces are entirely gone,,. 

But to recur to Harpers-Ferry. The d3r.~ge to the premiseS of the 
work:men, on Shenandoah street especially, is a n~st serious matter. 
Their little gardens, upon which nhlny of them depend for winter sup­
plies, h<~.ve been entirely ruined, and the<r losses 1n various ways 
have b&en quite he<~.vy, Those residinq on the Potomac, between th<> 

76. Virginia Free Press, Septe~r 14, 1843, p.2, c,l, 
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"River and the Armory Canol, toore also JnUdt inoorrmockd; and th" los~ of 
all, in addition ~o their "'"mt o£ regular employtr,<'nt the la~t year, •·'ill 
prove a se.-iou~ drawbo.d; upon them. Indeed, if ever Uw gov<'rrur.<>nt '"ere 
called upon to "":e:rcis<> a patr>rn<tl guardi<mship ov"r the affuirs ot 
their >:on:rncn, the pres<mt is the ti::tc. r;eans &hould <!1: once 00 applied 
to resion:' the injured premises to thdr fcrr.:cr state, if possibl<>, in 
ordcT to prevent sicKness, which is no>.' so justly apprehended. 

1'he Island promis"s (Virgiotius) t<cre also overflo>:ed, and the lumber, 
&c. of the ·,·:erm;aq f.unily Md scarcely a dry spot to rest upon--'l'he 
water filled the gardens and cellars, and in some instances t<as U)::on the 
first fl"ors of th" dwellings, Indeed, it is i:cpo~sible to <;ive t).e 
reader, 'Who has not seen the rdv;;;qes, any idea of the ill:'.cunt of diliTldge 
and derangement occasioned by this unpn"c"d~ntcd floor. Half th~ >njury 
is probably unO:no~:n to us, but we heo.r that eff.,ot of the storm have 
been felt thro'out the whole of this and the neighboring cc-unties. The 
amount of loss is incdlc>l<lble, and tn.e> two freshets of September will 
be matters for rerr.eulbrance for the present qeneration, mere eventful 
than <~.ny to which their predecessors can refer them." 77 

TRAer NC. 1 (Five Building~). Own"ed in 1844 by Hugh Gillecce and 

Alexander Brown. (Sho"11. in blue on map) 

Eldq. A, A dwelling house, (standing in 1834) 

Bldg. B. Gilleece's Iron Foundl")'. (1834 Oil Mill converted into a 

foundry in 1835.) 

Bldg. c. Probably the Chopping Nill erected by Gillecce in 1840. 

Bldg. 0. Probilily " dwelling house (standing '" 1834) 

!lldg. '· Probilily " stabl" or shop {standing '" 1834) 

TRACT );O • 2 (Four r"d buildings). Ownad in 1844 by John and Abraham 

Herr. 

Bldg. H. probably a coopers shop or dwellinq house (standing in 1831) 

77. Virginia Free Press, Septemter 21, 1843, p.2, ~.2. 
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Dldq. G. prob<:Joly a d•,•cdlin<J houne \either new or relocdted <lfter 

1834) 

Elclrr. I. a dwcllinq hous<> (standinq in 1834) 

Dldo. M. a stone merchant flour mill kno""T> as the "Island 1-Jills'', +hi~ 

structure was erected by Luther I, Cox in 1840 approximately on the sit€ 

of the earlier mill that had ~:»en de.~troyed by fire in February, 183S, 

TRI\CT );Q, 3, (Three green l:::u~ldings) owned ~~~ 1844 by the Winchester & 

~tomac Railroad Company 

Bldo. K. a one family stone-stuccoed dwelling house (standing in 183~) 

Bldq, 11, a larqe two family stone stuc.ooed dwellinc; house (:;;t,.nding in 

1834) 

Bldg, 0, a new Depot Buildinr;, erected 1835-37, i:;y the Railroad Company 

TRACT l/C. 4 (lfj orange buildings) owned in 1844 by John },'emwag and 

Jesse Schofield. 

Elch. l\o. 6 ' • small frame dwellinq house ( standinc;; in 1834) 

Blda. No. " ' • small brick dwellinc;; house (probably standinc;; in 1834) 

EldQ. l: 0. w, • double bricJ:: dwelling house (probdbly standing '" 1831) 

Bldg. lio. n . • single bride dwellin9 house (probably standing '" l 834) 

Bldg. '"· 13. double frame dwellin9 house (probdbly standing in 1834) 

Eld:;r. lio. "' a frame house, bric~ filled and rouqh cast, (probably 

standing in 1834) 

Dldg. No. 15. a frame house, one story, brick filled and rough cast, 

(probably standing in 1834) 

_,,. 
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Dl<tr.,___lo, lG, fr(lm<> hou~c, two stories, l!r.icl; tilled (prol.oa.b)y 

st.::nclin9 in 183'.) 

Bld.'r. J;o. "· fr"-<OC carria.0c bouse, ~rGctod after l$34 

Bldq. t:o , '"· lan;~<> doubl<> saw mill (standing in 1834) 

Bldp. No, '". ~mall frdmo office, (probiilily standing in 1834) 

Bldq. ,0, "· f ramo house (probably danding in 163<1.) 

lllf!gs. llo. 21 ~nd 22. tl-:o large Sillith Shops (at least one of which 

was standiniJ in 183<1.) 

Bldg, No. 23, new hlildin0, not occupied 

Bldg. !lo. 24. machine shops occupied by John \<:ernwag, and now in 

full o~ration (standing in 1834) 

Explaination of ether FiqJ.res on i;ap connected \1ith Tract lio. 4 

Fioure 1, is the entrance of the W\iter from the Shenando.,h unJer 

rail-road bridge (\f.>.ard gate on 1834 maps) 

Figure 2. Entrance of >ace running parallel with the rll,il:road 

Ficrure 3 a dilln dcroso th~ chan~el, with a sluice to supply boats 

with water passing the canal. (probably e:rected "Her 1634) 

Figure 4, a ne" channel cut by the late Lewis Vlernwag after 1834. 

Figure S, the passage of the l<ater under the rail-road to the Saw 

Mill and Machine Shops, 

Figure 'l Q,nd 8, two waste weirs in the Race liall. 

The dac1 across the Shenandoah River is a projected dam and was not 

actual!~· constructed until 1850. (see next chapter) 

-77-
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'ffii\CT m. ~i (one pur;>;, colored building) m''Il"d in lBH. by JcB~e 

Schofield. 

Bldq, lio, 12, a hrid; th'<>-l.ltory <lwdling houso (probably standing 

in l831) 
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In this ch'.lp-Ler we shall consid"r tlw rise 11nd fall of th<> 

Harpers I'erry and Shenandoah l·:J.nufaduring Coc..pany dS well as the 

histo>-y of the other tracts on the island of Vh·ginius, The chapter 

will conclu<ie with a study of the 1848-51 map of S, Howell Bra•·::< ,,·hich 

shows buildin<;;s on the Island as of those dates, 

TI?ACT llO, 1- The I'oundry Lot. This tr<lct was owned by Hugh Gill ecce 
1 

and Alexander BrO\·m fro:ll l84G through 1852. ¥~. Gillcece oontinu~d 

to operat<> the iron found.ry throughout this period, A typical ad-

vortise~~nt of his reads: 

"COI\.L STOVES 
The attention of those in want of CCA.L S'i\JVLS ~s invited to the 

improved >.:ind that is now being manufactured at the 1-iarpers--Ferry 
Foundry, which consist of five diff.,rcnt sizes, suita.Lle for 01-fic""• 
Shops, Stores, Ch,uches, &c. Also on h<tnd, Rot-I<ir Coodng Stoves, 
which >till be deliver<>d and set up in d.ny section of the country thay 
llldy be v;anted. 

WANTED--A la,-ge qUantity of Old Copper and Brass, and old Ca~l and 
~irought Iron, which will be ta.ccn in exchdngc, at the highest pnce, 
for anything in ll'lY line... 2 

The 1848 map indicates that 'l.'ract. No. 1 contained five buildings 

at that date just as it did in 1844, The census of 1850 also reveals 

the following data on Mr. Gilleece, who either living or having a 

1. Deed of Truat, J\lna 19, 1818, Gille""" to John llolcr as trustea for 
Abrahatn H. Herr, Deed Boo!:: 30, pp.38-39, 11lso D"~d of 'J.'rust, Sf>ptember 
16, 1854, Gill.,eco lo J{olor & Fou,,e, Trustcos for A. H. Herr, Deed Boo~ 
34, p.229, 

2, Vi>-gini<l Free Press, !!ovombcr 13, l84S, p.2, c,7; also January 7, 
1847, p.l, c,l; Uctobar 21, 1852, p.3, o,2 • 
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drink <:tt the C<>n:<Oll HC>tel t>hen the cvnsu~ tak<>r found him: 

''1luqh Gilleeco, 10 years old, male, Foutldry, Valllc of Real J:st~tc 
""Tl<>d: f;5,000, bmn in Conowcticut," S 

.:llib_CT 1:0. 2, the "Island Nilh" l~ This proj:'orty '·'"-S c\m"d from 

1845 to January, 1848, by the brothelS John Herr and ALraham ll, Horr, 

\iho, under a padnero;hip, operated the m"rchant flour mill kno>:n as 

the "Islan~ Nills", On January 24, 1848, John !!err sold for $5,00 

to his brother Abraham H, llern 

",,,all right to the Island oi Virginil!s, an undivided l:loidy of 
land havino;~ upon it a large merchant flour 10anufaduring mill ••• " 

• thus ending their partnershi~. Abr;::ham H. Herr th<:.reforc bcca.nl<> the 

sole otlller of Tract llo. 2 in the 184&-1852 period an<i oP"rated the 

"lslaw{ Hill" b-j himself. Tnis lot contained four buildings in 1844, 

but the 1848 map indicat.;s that it contained only three structures 

at this later <Lite, Eldq, llo. l! on the 184{ r.<~.p is missinr; from the 

1848 map. The census of lBSO reveals the following data on the Y~. 

Herr and his millers: Living in one house was 

"Abraham H. Herr, 35 years old, malc, Hiller, Value of Real estate 
owned; ~40,000, Born in Penn, 
liarci;;u.H9rr;,21, female, Born in Virginia. Harried within the year." 

Living in the second house were: 

"Ferdenand R, Butler, 39 =le, rnillcr, Born in D.C." and ai>: other 

members of hia family and also "Samuel !!. Cates_{?) 24, male, born , 
in Maryland, 0 and wife, 

3, National Archives R. G. 29, Population Schedules of the Seventh 
Census of the United States 1850, Virginia, Volw~e 12, p.8H. on Red 
10, v .2,- p.lJJ. 

4, O..ed of ll. & S,, J~nuary 24, 1848, Deed Boot: 28, pp.321)..32l. 

'· Ceno;U6 o£- 1850, Vol. 12, p.807, Rc~l 10, V.2, _,,_ p.9s. >'(( ,.,,e,, .. r(..-J~J 
(A.-.t'fi,· 
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Tlll'.CT J;O. 3, 'l11is lot was Ol;"I\Cd toy tho '.-/inc\1coster and f'otom<>c Jlail·-

road Company from 1815 to 1€17 and on it was located then railroad 

depot until 1847. Cn July 1, 18~7. theW, & P. P..~. Co, sold QOSt 

of Tract No, 3 to Jes~e Schofield for $1,50(1, This deed reads in 

part: 

''Two houses and lots at Ha.rJO"TS .Ferry as the same were enclosed 
on the firzt d.dy of Nov.,rnbcr last, orte of them occupied by Rit<nwur 
and Pi tzsir:o110ns and the other by Hr, N, E\'ans, to<;:othcr with the 
vacant ground East and w<st of the said houses nm-1 in possession of 
said co;npany \purchased of Gildea) l!.<ld south of the ri!il :road trad: 
of the Silid compa.ny, so as not to interfere on the south side of 
said t:rack.s 1>'i.th the said tracks as they arc now lald and in llse b)• 
the said coo\pany, and also so much of the v"oant ground of "lhe said 
=mp.;ny north of these tracks and opposite to said houses and lots, 
as is now enclosed by said company to wit: tho ground lately oc­
cupied by a depe>t of said =mpany now ta..::en away, cJo..cept thut the 
south line of said lot is to run from the e~st corne:r of the said 
lot now enclosed, direcl to the front of the shop of said Schofield 
(being the front of the shop and not the porch) leavinq en1.in• :roorr . 
for the levers of the turn a:round lfi>ri.tche:D cf said C'OmPdflY as 
they a:re now used and worl:.ed by the ·said cmnpany, also so nru.ch of tho 
g:round aforesaid "nolosed as is north of a line drawn 30 feet fro'" 
the aforesaid east corner of said enclosed lot to Herr's lot beinq 
the ground lying north of S<>id line down to the river o:r Cartal, said 
line drawn to run parallel with the tracl:: of the said Rail koad which 
is laid nearest to said enclosed lot or the most northern track:,.," 6 

On August 28, 1847, Jesse Schofield and wife conveyed this sarnc 

pertion of T:ract No, 3 to the Harpers Fer:ry and Shenandoah J!.anufacturi<lq 
7 

Company for the sum of $1,600. ~~is oompuny held title to most of 

Tract No. 3 from 1847 through 1852. The 1B4B map sho>.'S Tract No. 3 <>.s 

containing two dwelling houses at that date and the Rail Road Depot 

Euildin<;~ is missing from the lot, 

6. Deed of B. & S,, July l, 1847, Deed Boo.:; 29, pp,ll2-ll3, 

7. ~-·August 28, 1847, Deod Boolo 29, p-439. 
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On FcLruary 20, 1M5, th<> firm of ",·le:rnwug & Schofield" unnouncc,d: 

"SA\·i !1XLL i:OTICE, 
The ~ub&crihers feeling qrat<!ful for JoUst f«vors ~>ould return thdr 

thnnk:s for tho l.iJJ<>ral patronage extended ihem, <1n<l huuld rc~p~ctfully 
solicit "-continuance, 'J'hey are prepa:r"cl to saw at the following 
prices: 1.0 cent~ per 100 ft, board rr.ca.surc; 20 cents per 100 fed 
runuing, for shinglinc;r l«thing and paling; or ... ., 1-li!l sa11 for the 
third lo?f,, ." B 

In }~ay, 1845, they announoed that the firm of \-lernwaq and Scho--

field had been di~solved and "the su);scribers having rented the (.Sa"'' 

MilD, will continue th<> business under the finn of Schofield & '·''ern-

wag ••• " 9 

In June of 1845 Nelson Faull::ncr advertised: 

":NE.LIC SALE 
The subscdlx>r, intendiru;> to close up his pres.,nt husin,;,ss, will 

sell at public sale his entire stoc.: of 
liE\~ F\JkliiTllRJO, 

On Saturday the 14th of June next, at his Shop, on the Island Virginius, 
consistincr of the following articles: 

l l1ahogany Sidelxl<>-rd; 
Dining and Erca~fast Tables; 
Bureaus, Safes, Bedsteads; 
l ... all Turning Lathe, h'ork Eenches; 
A quantity of Plani:: and Stuff, &c,,," 10 

On /'..,y 12, 1844, Jesse Schofield and John Wcrm<ag and their wives 

had signed hm documents that granted James Giddings u two year period 

within "''hich Giddings was to attempt to sell Tract Ko, 4, l•J, Giddings 

used every effort in an attempt to interest Northern oapi lalist in the 

Island of Virginius, but was unsuocessful. l1r, Giddings wrote lat...- of 

8. Virginia Free Press, February 20, 1645, p.3, c.2. 

9, ~. l·lay 15, 1645, p.3, c.l. 

10, lbid., Juno S, 1845, p.3, o,3. 
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• these events: "No Sale was made within tho two years named in said 

deed Cdat.<'<.l 1-:ay 15, Ht,Q though ua informal arr.;~.ngoment w<l.S ~Cad<' by 

all par·t.(c.~ for a sale Nhich is nore parUcul<>rly spo;,.,n of herein<>ftor. 

At the cxpiralion of tho h>o years my authority to r.uf:e such s11les No.S 

continued for another year on the ~<~me terms as """ OOfore stipulated 

according io the best of my recollection, the terms are named in the 
11 

deed or Hay 16, 1845.,," Three days earli"r on lrly 12, 1846, the trio 

had Sii/Iled the following aqreenent "hich was not recorded t'i- .e, kept 

secrcD 

"It is hereby agreed that the property on the !sland of Virginius, 
with all tho wc.ter po<;er and ~Jater right:;-as nm; m-med by Jesse Scho-
field "nd Johrl l·:ermlil,q-are conveyed by th""' to Jaraes (.iddings P)' a 
deed of trust shall Ce sold to the Harpers Perry 'md Shenandoah lhnu-­
faoturing Company for the su:m of 1'hirty Seve;;t .. thousand dolJns-:.-r- .. ·· 1 ' ~;;_ ]" ·' 
three fourth of which ~hall W paid .[·or inr b•••><'i-''"4 ~df.Cl~{hdt".f:"h'e house (, .. , <.( "'' 

and lot in the oocupanoy of Jesse Schofield <~.nd in ·,...hich he now li•~~- ';.~ · 
shall ]:::.:, sold to said comnan'" f"or the sum of thrE"e thousand dollar,._ ~<" 

,_, I I"" 
and for which Jesse Schoiield binds hir.1self to make a deed and also (c··' 

to procuro his 1<iie to join in the same-\·ihenever said Company shall 
thin., it cc·nveniont to rec;uiro th<> sa.Jne-on their paying ~aid Schofield 
the above sur.1 for tho sam.e. In witness thereof"" have hereunto 
subscribed oL>r hands and seals this twelfth day of hay, 18?,6. 

Witness Jan,<>s Giddings." 12 

Jesso SchoHeld (signed) 
John Wernwa.g (si[il1ed) 

Returning to Hr. Giddinus' statement mad<> in 18SS, he further 
wrote of" these transactions: 

"during the continu.,nce of my authority under the fird deod [J;,.y 
16, 184{) I made the most strenuous efforts to sell said property and 
not being able to find a pUrchaser through my efforts and ·.-ith the 
approbution and concurance of all parties interested in said property, 

11. J~es Giddlnqs ano1<ereB to questions proposed by Commissioners of 
the Court, dd.ted Hay 16, 1855, Red 11, V,3, p.281. For tho deed of 
trust, l1ay }5, 1846, see Reel 11, V.J, pp.2l4-224, or Da<>d Boo;; 28, 
pp.l22-l24. 

12. ~eel 11, V.4, p.370. 
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"a charter W<lS obtu.ined fro.'!'. th., Virgir.i" L~r;i,latttro Janu,ny 15, lG?G 
to incorporate the H~.rp0l"$ F0:rry & Shcnam:iv.Ut ).j,mufadnz·inq Company, 
'<ith the cxpcct;,tion that nctid C<m;o.my, uhc>n orc_•<>nio:.ed, wou]<.l pu.-cha~~ 
seid prcpc;rly, 1 us;;,d every action lo obtain sub~criptionz; to said Cor;­
pany and ,,,,-ecd myself to tab• ~8000 cioll.:;.n in lhB Gtocc: of st~id Cm·>­
pany and pay for it: in Cash. All this''"" done 1dth the ""press apJJro­
bation of all the P<lrtics inte:r<Ost"d in <>aid pl-operl.y.jv.ad the price <:~t 
l>hich sa.id prorcrty '""" to bo sold to the said company t.Jas expressly 
aurood to by all the> pa!'tios intcrest<"'d in it bofora Scl.id Co:npany wa~ 
formally orn«niz<>d and on the 12th of hlY 16~6 th<.< said p<utias Scho­
field <Lnd h'ern"«9 e:>:prcs,;od th<air agr<acr.1<ant to this sale in '·'riting ••• 
On th<O 23d o{ Jun<a thcnOil.fter the Co:c.pany l·.'aS fot""'-llY or<;unizcd ••• " 13 

On June 1!, 1846, tlm follm1ing notice appeared in the n<>wspa.per; 

"l\OTICE. 
A meeting cf the "ubscribcrs to the stool:: of the Earpcrs-ferry and 

Shenill\doah E;wufacturing C01r.pany, l<ill be h"ld at Harpcr&-f<>rry, on 
Tuesday the 23d inst<lnt, for the purpo~e of el.,cting a Doilrd of Directors 
and President for said Co,par.y, and fo'r dcsignatin<;< .:1 day i.o lay the 
foundation dono of the first Factor:;--und also to "·"·'" preliJn.in<>.ry 
arrill\gements for the permanent organi»ation of said corr.p.;.ny. 

JAH!S GlD-'lJl:CS, 
G. B. \"f1CEl':, 
JO!m \·:.EJ.~Ji',AG, 

Jf.SSE X!IJf'lELD, 
A. D. liLIS~:l, 

HIJGH J;c.cLLIF:, 
CALVlll l'ilGL." 14 

On July 2, 1846, ths newspaper com:nented on these developments: 

"THE Wct'UFACI.'IJl/lNG Cctil'A.NY. 
The proceedings of tho "Earp~rs-Forry and Shena:ldoah Manufacturing 

Company" will l:c found in our ccl=s to-day. It l<ill be seen that the 
first step has b~en taken, and uo trust that cor.~plete &"Uccess 1-iill 
cro>.'Il the efforts of those enq<~qed, <~hich "" thin!: mu.,t be i.he case. 
1·/e learn fror:1 tho Fredcrid: Citizen, that there is already a~ut 
seventy thousand cloll<trs of Stoc;,, taken in this Comp""-Y, th" charter 
of which authorizes " capi'\.al dock o;.' three hundred thousand dollars, 
and the holdin;J of propen:y to the amount of one million. \•:e und"r­
stand that th<> Pr<>sident and Directors have alredcly tak<>n action to 
prosecute their enterprise l-lith energy, and thilt th., corner stone of 
the Factory, will be lilid as euly as th" llth of this rncnth." 

13. Reel 11, V,3, p,2B5. 

14. Vin:rinia i'r~e Pross, June 11, 1846, p.3, o.3 • 
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"Jrunl?s Giddings, _Csq., a gentlcm<lll in every ""-Y qualified for that 
rcspon'lible position, has, >w ar<> informed, L-.,cn electoorl President of 
tho Co"'r"'.ny." 15 

On July 16, 1846, th~ henident of the nm-1 l!arP<'rs Ferry and 

ShClld.nchah 1-:J·g, Co,, James Giddings, <~.dvcrti~ed: 

"TO COiGP.AC'lDRS.-
Scaled Proposals will be rc•cdved by the sub3cribl0r, {as i\.gent for 

the llarpers-fw.~ry and Shenandoah bJ.nufaci·uring Co;ol~"\lly,) Until Honday 
the 21th ins~u.nl, inclusiv<>, for n1aterials and lil.bor for building a 
COl"JXJ:I FJ.C .. "''CRY, 100 feet lo:ct<;:<, and {5 f·eet ~<ide, in the clear, <lnd '• 
stori<:>s high qbo.-c the found«tion, First--for b\lihling th<' foundation 
of good st~onc,;; stone >lork, 1 feet thick at the Lase, ilbout 16 feet 
hit•h, and three feet thick at the tip. The bids for this »or'' must 
inolnde all materials ar1d soaifoldi;,c;, (Uld conplete the '<or.::,--Socond-­
the bids for the I·o\!r stories above the foundation, will be received 
for bottl brick and stone, and !fiUst includ~ all materials of evory des­
cription, and co: .. plctc i.lte wori:. Sop.;,rate proposa~s will be received 
for the furnishing three hur.cired and t~>·enty thousand bric.:s; a"d also 
for the laying the brick in th" 1'."<111, find.ino;r li!:'.e, sand, and scaf­
folding, il.lso, for completin<;:r the carperlter's wor,: of· said F<..to"lory, 

.II description of ihe kind of wori: to be do:1e, may be oonown by calling 
on the subscriber, or on l!r, .R. S. LIJ:'ILEJG.':lli, Harpers Ferry, with \·:hom 
the pl<la of the building "ill l::>lo left after the 20th," 16 

President Jdll\es Giddings inforL.ed the comp<~.ny stoc,;;holders, early 

in October, 18-<6: "that they will have the foundaticn of the first 

cotton Factory completed up to the Dricl:. by tho 22d iret. toctober"j, 

And on that day the Corner Stone of the building Hill be lald, with 
17 

appropriate ceremonies of the Hasonic Fraternity .•. " 

b1Ule the new factory was in process of ~ing constructed, certain 

real estate transactions that concerned Tract Uo. 1 wen> also underway 

in 1816, On September 1, 1846, apparently to clo~e out their former 

15. Virainia Free Press, July 2, 1846, p.2, c,4. 

16. Ibid., July 16, 1846, p.3, c,3, 

17. Ibid,, OctoOer 8, 18'.6, p,3, c,2, See October 29, 1846, p.2, c,2,3 
for an account of the laying of the Cornerstone • 
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))drtncrdlip and also to insure th<oir ~ole title to Tract 1, Jes~e 

Schofield and John \·Jarnwag purnhused of Joseph P, Shannon, Isaac 

\'ierm-~aq, Lewis 'Jernt<a9 and Thomas \mrm;aq i<>r ~5.00: 

"all that portion of the Island of Vir\)iniu~ .•. which portion Has 
purch<:wad of a Jw:1es StuLbldi<Jld by L<mis ',·ienmac:r, decoased, and 
conveyed to ~aid Lel1is \·.'crnwilg by deed of Decen~r 28, 102~ •• ,and all 
dght to the piece on the island conveyed by Fo:<'Laino B<'e,oham and 
~1if" to Lc>li:; \lcrnwag by deed of )larch 23, 1830,, ." 18 

In &>ptember, 1845, Special Corro;dssioncr Andrew Hunter also 

advertised: 

"PUBLIC SALE 
or 

VALUABLE l<EJ\L E&'l'ATE Cll TilE ISLAND OF VIRGIJ:IUS, 
The undersigned, as Special Co~~~ssioner appointed for the purpose, 

by decree of· the County Courty of Jo:C.Cerson, renclero<l on the 21st inst.:mt, 
in the cause of Hunter, guardiun, vs. Bec;::hillll's children, &c. will 
proaeecl to soll <1t public auction, to the hi(:hest hid<k<, on ... th" 16th. 
day of next month, October, 18~6, in front of J:onrs mill, near the 
premises, 

A SI'RIP OF LAlli:, 
Lying on the Upper (lrcsO and south Side of the island of Virginius-­
between the Railroad and. tho r..ain branch of the rivex·, contal'1ing a.s 
is supposed 2 acres 3 roods and 1 ~rch--~rom wMch however is to be 
expcch:d so much of it as is o<::cupied by the l.'. & l'. Railroact ••• " 19 

This piece of property, a part of Tract 4, was purchased by the 

Har~rs Ferry and Shenandoah l~nufacturing Co,_nany tor ~555.00 on 

January 24, 1817. The de"d describes the tract as follm1s: 

Beginning at a <::edar siak" in the !;orth edge of Sa:,;r mill darn thence 
II 73~ E 4,4 poles to a. sta!:" in the line of Herr mill lot Uract l~o. iJ 
thence up the same S 83 W 13,5 poles to a ~mall c<Odaz- at the south ed<;e 
of said dam thence continuing up the c11m S <:~;- \·i 2J.6 poles to two 
Suplings sprouting out of one st\lJTlp thence S 82 •,.; 12,5 poles to the 
sollth post of the .,.-uard gate at the head of the Island thence 45 VI 7 

18, Deed of B. & s., September 1, 1846, Deed Book 28, pp.293-294. 

19, Virninia Free Press, September 24, 1846, p.3, c.l, 
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'Poles to two <~sh S{<plinqs thence· S 7B! Ell palos to a pile oi stonos at 
the south edg<3 of th<:- I11land thence continu~ng do,,•n the ri'<er with its 
meanderin<:<s l1 B2i- I: 26 poles to the upper end o± the Yilce wall at the cdga 
of th<:> ri,•er tlwnce with tho""'"" 3 80 3{4 E 24 pol<>£ to a tlwn<;c• C) 
S!\t E '/ .8 pol<'s to d,ilt was forrncorly ·,,.,r""""" corner now th~cr~rty of 

thence "'th the llne of s«id l<1st mentioaod parbcs crossinq Uw saw 
mill dam I< 12~ E 1. 7 poles to a point in ~<>ld line at the l<ol th ocloe of 
the sa\<· roill dam thancc up the stona ''all "'hich bounds the ~am<:> N 82:)-
rl 15.3 pole" to the b<'ginninCJ containing 'l\,·o Acn:s lh!ee rods and or>.e 
pole, •. " 20 

i< further idea ot the products roanufacturcd on Tract 4 mdy Lc oD-

tained fro~ Schofield and ~~u~y's notice of September, 1846: 

"'l'OR SJ\LE 
The subscribers have for sale a stationary Engine and Boiler, of 

eight horse power, which may reddily be run up to te:'l or t"•elve. The 
boiler is 24 feet long and 30 inches in diamet<>r in the clear. J,lso, 
"double S.;w Eill, of Crosbey's .Patent, together with two c.;rTiagcs, 
Stn:r.ps, ,.nd <Ill the Irons L<>lor.ging to said Kills, and l"'O CirculQ.r 
Sa>ts, of ab<.>ut 24 inches in dia~ocbh, and all the Straps helo,ginr.J thereto, 
Also one of I'll, John l:ernw<>g's m~.:.e of Stdvccutter and Jointer&--the whole 
of which "'ill be sold low for cash or gooci paper." 21 

Returning to the new factory being ercoted, the newspaper reported 

on the proQr<•ss of construction in January, 1847, writing: 

"'!WlP£.1;'3-PEI'J.;Y \''i\TEk K:i':Bt...--
That splendid w<>.ter power <>.t H<!rper&-Ferry, the !:>Gst probably in this 

GOunt~y, next to lha(lara Palls is beginning to le .orouqht into use. A 
large cotton f<>.ctory, one hundred by forty five teet in the clear, by four 
stories in height, is bonng put up under the superintenden<;e of l·\r, (Old-• 
dings, for a co:rpany >rith a capll'ill of forty thousand dolldrs. The ma­
chinery is being built by Danforth, of Fatt~rson, l~. J. Sooner or later 
that splendid ""atcr power must come lnto use for general manufacturing. 
It has long been >o"aiting only (or some bold spints to ma,;e a beginning." 22 

20, January 24, 1847, Deed of f3. & S., Deed Boo~; J2, p.432. 

21, Virgir>.ia Free Press, September 3, 1846, p.3, c.4. 

22, Ibid., January 7, 1847, p.3, c.2 • 
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The first annual report of the Colllpany, issued in June, 1847, spou.> 

of thic construction as follows: 

" ••• The comrnithe beg leave to state also, that th<'y made a cursory 
examination of the bu~ld.ing and other wor"s conr~odcd ~-:ith the filctorr, 
<1rld that they ~-;ere hiqhly gr,<tified >:ilh the rapid FIOC<'~S made in ev<•ry 
deparh1ent of thE> wor.<:. 'l'ha arranqcmcats mada for securinG the siaady 
and uni'tcrrupted adv.;~.ncerr.ent of the 'n'orl:: exhibits great prudence and 
foredght, and the committee feel assur"d ;;hat they cannot spea" in t"rms 
too complimantar~- of the ability arrd success 'n·ith ;:hich, so fdr, the 
Prosidont hils conciuctcd the vanous and complicat~d affairs of lhc com--
pany ••• " 23 

ln July the newspaper also r<>ported: "The Harpers Ferry and Shen-

arrdoah Nanufacturing Co~any have nearly completed their Factory building, 

and so great is the confidence of those who have shares in the Company, 

that in many instances they are pUrcha"sinq additional stoc.::. 'l'he Company 

owes a great deal of its success to the untiring industry of its Presid~nt, 

" JAJ.::ES GlDDil>GS, Esq." 

The Smith Shops were apparently in opo>Httion in 1847, for in AurJ'Ust 

of that y~ar George '/olissinger advertised: 

I wish to employ a Journ~yman 
and who understands country won: 
will .bel given. Yirginius,,."' 

Blac.:csJY.i th 
gener"lly. 

" 
is of industnous h<>bits, 
such a one hberal wages 

On August 24, 1847, there occurred the s.ale of Tract No, 4 to the 

new company. Orr that day Jesse Schofield and wife, John Wernwag and 

wife, and James Giddings sold Tract No. 4 to .the Harpers Ferry and Shen--

andoah Manufaciuring CoJl>PilllY for 1>37,000. On.,..quarter of the sum was to 

23, ViTginia Free Press, June 24, 1847, p.3, c.l. 

24, Ibid,, JulyS, 1847, p.2, c.4. 

25. Ibid., August 5, 1847, p.3, c,4, . _,,_ 
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hi> paid in cash ilnd the other three-fourths WilS to be paid in doc;; of 

the compilny. 13y this transact-ion the Com],any r<>cd1ted tha f-ollowing 

four J>ieces of land: 

"all thal land sih,ilte on the Island of V1rqinius ••• "·hich is bounded 
as follows: vi;:;: h:ginning ilt a stai::e in the r.tiddle of the n"l.reet, and 
runninq thence 5outh 12~' >.est 10 pole:;; dnd 22} lim's to the south side 
of a storw wall, thence doun the sdme South 89' Last 1 poles and 8 lin.::s, 
thence with the rr.canderin<;s of the river S 62' 20" E 9 JColes and 12} 
limos, thenoe 3 83' E 5 poles, thence li 87' ~5" E 20 \)Oles and 22-i: linics 
to three aslws on the end of the isla<~d, thenoe crossing the l>he= until 
it intersects 1;ith the lin<> of th<> United States, thence up the river l.;ith 
the United Stat<>s line to a syca•nore, thence crossing the stream to a 
point of a roc~ at the water's edge, corner to E. \·,'ager'a (now the Win­
chester and Poto:nac Rail Co.'nJC«ny's t:rract llo, $)) lot, thence, with the 
said \l'ager's line to a stak:~ in the middle of the street, a corr~er to 
Gaid \•lagor's lot, and thence up the tr.ioidle of the Gtreet to the kgin-
ning, containin<; three acres, be the "'""" or.ore or '.ess, being tho same truct 
or p<~.rocl of land "'hich Ja,-.es Stubblefield and wife by deed be<~nng date 
on the 28th day of' llocemher, 1824, conveyeQ to Lewis ',lernwag (excepting 
and reserving, howe1ter a certain lot of lar.d, part of the tr.,ct ju:;t de­
scril:oed, on which the said Jesse Schofield now residoes-and which, by <.leed 
bearing date l:ay 25th 1835 """ conveyed to the said Jesse by Joseph L. 
Smith und the sa1d John 1\erm•aq and Eargaret his ;."i£e-The said lot of 
land so reserved and excepted from the operation of this conveyance is 
bollnded as follows, viz: Deqinning at a point in thP O>ain sheet or road 
running through the said island of Virginius-running thence at right anglc5 
""-th said stre8t south, bdo~e to the mlllrace-thence pa1allel WJ.th the 
street and at ri9ht angles 'dth the last mentioned line forty feet do·-·et 
the said millrace, thence at right angles with the said last rr,Gnnon<>d 
line, and parallel with the first, bac" to the street, thence with the 
said street forty feet bacK to the beginning-said corners on the street 
are indicat<-d by sta~ees drivetl in the ground, )-Also one other tract or 
parcel of land, adjacent to the tract j\lst descnbcd, and situate, lying 
and being in said County of J<>fferson, bounded as follo"'"' Eeqinning at 
a ce<k<r staKe, i<1 the north edge of saJ.d Le>JJ.S i;ernw<~IJ's (now sa1.d Scho­
field and John \IGrnwag's) saw mill dam, thence N 7 J/4 t 4.4 poles to a 
stake in fontaine BecKham's (now Herr's) n-.ill dam, thence Up the same S 
SJ' 1-1 13,5 poles to a small ccda.r at the south edqe of said dam, thence 
continuing up the dam S 89}-' ',·j 23.6 poles to two saplings spouting out 
of one stW11p, thence S 82' ~~ 12.5 poles to the South post of the guard 
qate at the hedd of the island, thence S 45' \'' 7 poles to tuo ash sap­
lings, thence, S 87-i_' E 11 poles lo a pll"' of stones at the south cdr;e 
of the Island, thence continui<~g down the river with its meandering:; N 
S2t' E 26 poles to the upper end of t~e Idee Wdll, at the edge of the 
river, thence with the SameS 80 3/4' l: 24 poles- thenoe 3 89~' E 7.8 
pole:; to said Lewis 1-iern~·ao's (now S<~id J,sse Schofield and John \'.'ern­
wag'~) corller, thence with his line crossinq the saw mill d.dm l1 12-l,:' 
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"E 4,7 poles to a stor.c "Nill in so.id line, at thP. north cdqe of the saw 

mill d,u,...th"nce up the stone h•cill dlich bound~ tbc same l~ 82-!' \-.' 15.3 
poles to the Lsginnin<], containLVJ t~>-o acrPs, thr<'e redo ~nd one pole-
being th~ s"'·'" tro.ct or parcel of land whicl\ rontainH L\cchham Qnd wife 
and James Stubhlefield, hy dcod b<>miw;; date the 2Jrrl day of J-:<.~rch lBJO, 
conveyed to L~wjs '>'iernw«\l• Al50 all eGtute, rio;,ht, titl" and interest 
of the said pa.rties of- the fnst p'ut •.• in and unto" c<ntain tract or 
parcel of land, conlainina f-orty acres, situate in the said CclHtty of 
Jefferson, in<·luding a pqrt of the river Shenandoah, sorre islands, roc<Os, 
& being the Sill,,O trdct or potrcsl of hnci, which, hy Pdtent Leadr~g data on 
the 22nd diiy of )iove,-~_,.,r lU3·l, wa~ granted by the Comruonw<>c.lth of Vir<;;inia 
to Georre StuLbleficld, and bounded according to the said p.iltcnt as follo"s: 
Dcginnin<; at a red elm tl.oe standing on the south bilnl:. of· the Shenandoah 
River about 3 poles d>ove llardinc;'s fcnry landin<;J, thence cro~sing th<> 
rLv<>r N 5-j;-' \i 28 poles to an old sycawore stump, also a few poles abov<> 
the landinq, &nd in a line of the stone Hall that incloses the Unit<;d 
States Lutr.i:oer yard, th"'"'e up the river ,;eeping with said \·rall S 89'\"1 
ll poles, N 58' ';i 11 poles, l1 41' ·,·j 2.3 poles, Joseph L. Smith & Co, 
foot bridge to th<> lsl[lnd, the cour~e continues with a wall in all 20,8 
poles to an old stooping syc~~re tree, a pat<>nt corner to the United 
States land, thGnco keeping with the "all bl.1ilt by the United States en 
the margin of th<> river r; 6'·' i•l 3.1 poles, thence N 7S±-' \-1 17.2 pol.,s, 
thence north half a pole to an elm 1.ree at Hars' necessary, thence ]·; 
77i' \< 9 poles, bridge to Island {:of Virginius"J continued in all 19,5 
poles, thence;; SO' W 7,5 poles to"" eln tree stamlin9 in the wall, 
thence l~ 82' \1 9.5 poles to a locu~t, thence f! 8~ W 11.4 poles to a 
Hu.lb<i.rry he<"'j, thence B 85' '' ~.8 poles to a stooping sycilrnore, thenc" 
S 74' \"." 13 poles to an angle in said wall oppo!>ite foot of ,.teps belcM 
loc~ gate, thence S 19' E, crossing boat course 5.2 poles (passing a 
sycamore he<> near the wast<> gate fro<'", cia,.) to the darn, thcmce up the 
wall of the sarr.e passing the bdcl:: of the large Olac.<:smiths shopS 73' 
h' 7.1 poles to the S,_\-,', corner of the said shop, thence through theN. 
\<1, edge of the dam S 23 '.1 20 poles to the second spur of the guard wall 
above the inlet for W<.~ter -co the isla.nd, it being on the lower end of the 
islanC. on which ~tands Capt, Hall's won:os, thence <;rossin<; the riverS 
35{:' V alout 7-'> poles to an iron bolt on th<> west side of a large split 
in a large rock, thence "ith the neanders of th<> river to ~he beginning­
crhcsc boundaries are laid do~o."I'l on the 1844 rna~ Also six undivided 
aevenths (tho re<"ta>ning seventh being the property of the heirs of ',/ern­
wag deceased) of one oth<>r tract or parcel of land situated, lying and 
being in tho said County of Jeftcerson ""d bounded as follows, viz. be­
ginning at a sta.:e at thectige of a dra1n, thence S Hi\</ 14.2 poles to 
a rock, thence S 72_,;• W 8.8 poles to i!errington's corner, thence S 3Z{' 
W 6 poles to l•,hite's corner, thence B 74i' W 13 poles, thence H 6i' B 
29,9 polas, thence S 'l7 J/4' E 2G poles to the .beginning, containing thre<> 
acres, on<> rood and thirty nine P"rches, be the srune more or less, being 
the sarne tract or pare<>l of land >chich wasould by Georqe howeles in his 
life time to L<Mis Wernh"ag, and of ,;lllch a plat (which is now 1n thet 
possession of the ~·aid Harper's ferry an<i .'3h.,nandoah }Janufacturing" 
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"Co:'I.Nmy) was m.ode by" curtain h, l!. Glaser, ;md iu hcrcl>y r»forrcd tc 

for a more pC<rti=lar description (j:his last trilct '''"" lo~"<lt<'d in South 
Doll vai) .• ," 26 

On August 28, lBI•7, th<> Corr.pany <l.lso puchased fro!'l Jesse Schofield 

"''d his "'if~ for 51,600 mo:;t of 'l'raot J:o, 3 bee p<l(lc B3 of thi~ report), 

thus uniting Trcld~ l\o, 3 ""d 4 undor a con.rnon m-mcl'ship, 

In Scptm'~Dcr, 1817, the nGWspaper report.,d: 

"Fr.C'ltlliY AT IWPER:;;...FLRJCY. 
r.e made a hasty examination on 'l'uesday last, of the fine building 

erected on the Island of Virginius, under the direction of James Gid­
dinvs, for the """'Cotton l-:anufdd.urin<J Cor~pdny, 'I-hc buildinq is 100 
feet by 45 in tho clear, four stories hi<;>h, and built in the most sub-
5tantiel and elegant ~annor, The machinery will be in operation in 
a fGl-1 months ••• " 27 

In March, 1MB, the following adv<'rtisement appe'l.red: 

''TO Dr<';.' GC'JDS l·iERCP,i.:i:tS, 
The undersign<:>d would rcspGctfully call the attention of H<nah<lnts 

to the article of YARD-,,IiJE SHEETii;G &. smr:ni'GS, no"· l'lanufactured Ly 
the Harpers-Ferry and Shenandoah J·;anufacluring Ccmr,.a.ny at 1->arp<or,...J'cr-

"· He believ.os that the goods of their !·:ill to be fully equ.:1l to any 
manuiactured in th<> country, and th<Jrefore colicils the attentio<t of 
purchas.ors. 

'l"hc contiguity of th" l·>ill to the Balti::mrc & Chic Railroad, the 
Hinchest<>r 6 Poto'""-c llailroad, and the Ch.,sapea'"' e, Chic Canal, will 
enable the undersi<Jned to fill orders for any portion cf \·iest<>rn Vir­
ginia with prornptness, anci at less than Balti,.o:re pric.,s. He would 
as<; 1-:e:rchants "lo give these qoods a t:ri<tl before pu:rchasing else·~her<>. 

\\'. GillDil>G3, 
AG"nt for the Harpe:rs-Ferry & Shen. }ian. 

Co," 28 

This notice, of cou:rse, indicates that th.<> ne>" cctton mill was in 

full prcduction by March, 1848. 

2C, !Rod of E. & S., August 24, 1847, Deed Elect: 30, pp.l78-l8l, also 
Oh Roel 11, V. 3, pp.2$2-26l. 

2'l. Vin•inia l-'rce Press, September 16, 1847, p.3, c.l. 

28. Ibid., Harch 11, 1848, p.3, c,3. 
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The same day the nc'mfk'IP•n also rc']'ortcd: 

"/JK'!Irr.:ll pf,lTJI fAC.LOl\Y. 
It has bo~" intitoil"Lcd that a Comrxmy will ))£> ~h-ntly fo:rrccd for the 

erection of a Paper f<1ctory o:t the Island o~ Vh<;~inius, Houport:-fer:ry, 
contiguous to tlw prcs<>ni Colton fadJ:>ry. 'l'he aciiv" hectd of the Cot­
ton Factory, J"mcs Giddin<:;s, L~q., hu.s encr.:JY of char<lcicr .~~d indo;"i­
tablc p~rseveru~cc, und HC have little douj_.t of hi:; <>ntire success in 
rearing anoth•n cdifico d'-'Yoted to Tn<lnUfacturimr purpe>sos. 

This, with tho onr, propos<Od to be <>rcctc<i by Kr. 1-:lli~, a short 
didance abovo Cb,:rpers l'orry, •dll :rend~r our County quito a paper 
l!lart." 29 

This proposed building, as'"" shall see, was conpleted in July, 1849, 

and was actually utilized as a second Cotton Factory. 

In OdGber, 1848, ho~lev<>r, certain darK fina'lcial clouds <lPp<>ilr<ld 

on the horizon. On OctoOOr 5, 1848, Richard Par.:er, Jo:tm l·:olcr, ancl 

A. ll. ll<err reported to the Borad of Directors of the cornpa•n-: 

''The undersisned to whom '""-" referred the resolution of th<> Board of 
Eay 1, 18{8, directing them to .::trranuc and s<>ttle all matte>rs ,n r<>f-er­
encc to the right:; <md titles of the r<>al estat<> balon~inry to this co,._ 
pany, .:tnd to rec"l.VO, have e>:ecutod a~>d record"d the proper evidences 
thereof, beq leave to report, that a deed cc.nveyi.nq tn the Co1npa~y in 
fee simple the property purchased Ly it from Jesse Schofield and Jvhn 
\l,.rnwag was on the 24th of l<'l<J"st of last Y<'ilr sealec: and ac,:nm,·leciqed 
by all the grantors-but hils not yet been delivered to the Ccmroany, nor 
recorded becao.se 01' this difficulty ot O\a-Oing the pciymcnts arising from 
the fu_ct that John ·,·i<>rmH9, on~; of the Cra.ntors, hu.d sever«l years "-9" 
e~ecutcd a ~rtga9e or deed of trust to Josiah Pennington or ~a.ltimoro 
upon his interc<st in said property. This debt thua rcade o~n 1ncu;;lbrancc 
upon this property amounts to the sum of Six thcusand !)ollars, with in­
terest thereon fro~• the lst day of July last. And boing entirely the 
debt of .said John \·.ernwag, it is, in thn opinion ci this Committe<e but 
proper that it should Ge throt.m e,;clusively upon John •·-"ermrao and his 
interest in the cash and stoc:: to be paid for the said property, pro­
vided the Col:lpany can be rcn&red secur"d and not exposed to cmbarrase-­
ment by so doing." 

29, Virginia h~<> Press, Narch ll, 1848, p.2, c.l. 
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" T!;e> Thousand LlollaJ.·s, piirt of aaid m<>rt<;::m<Jco d0bl, has }J<'~ll called fox 
by Hr. PGnnington, and the~ !'resident of thi:J CC'It~nny is no·"' about to p;~y 
the sum out oi tho ca~h p.JyJnent to Lc nkldc to Schofield dnd l'.'er~""'-9, and 
the undersigned i<>el a~surcd tbJ.t, Ly Jt.ce'j_m; the in<-<nost plllclually, th~ 

rcr.hlinclar "£ :>U.l.d debt Nill not be rc•,ruir~d for a r€<>sonahlC' time, and if 
call<e<.l for by J:r. Fennin<;lon, it~ ru.•ount wonl<.l 1-.c- rci!d~ly ,,dvanced by any 
one he~vin:1 J:>oney lo inve~t, ~1ho ,,•oul<i t,J..:o an .lssignment ol- the soG~lrity 
to hil:tr.dt, fond from HUe, the ccm::Uttcc is o[· the o;Jinicn, thut tho 
Co:~p;omy \Witld l<! pcrfC'ctly see'~rcci irom loss en ilcccunt of this c!cht of 
tho aLove nilmcd in<::u:atr"·'""• Ly rctaini.~g in it o'm account for its se-
curity from tha sum to J:xo paid in C<lsh J.:,y it, tha :rum of 'l'Wc:>tJ' h1o _ 
hunclr~d dollars, a;nd fro'" tho stoc.~ to De dGlivered by it Forty dghl: Eundr<ed · 
dollars-Thu~ reserving scvGn thousund dollar~ tG meet an incurr.brance of 
Six thousand i.Joll<>.rs. And ''hGrGas th~ proportioas, in which the cash and 
the stoc:O o.gr<'e<i to be paid <md delivered to the said Schofield and -,._·on,-
wag shall re divided bch.'een Llwm, has ix:oen fixed and agreed on by :::a;id 
Schofield and ~-:er>n-:«<;, and this Conuoi~tee thinks that the arrounts aLove 
proposed to J-.e retained shoulci :_"' deducted exclusively from tl'" share of 
said John h'crm;«s-is thai the ent~rc amo'-lnt of cash to be paid <tnd of 
stocK to be delivered to Jesse Schdield nay Lc paid or is~ued and de-
livered to him, so th<tt no further dii·ficnlty may exist to stay the de-
liver,' of tho de<:-d aforeL«id to this Companr. liC\1 this Conoc,itloc recoH>---
mend to the Board tha;t tho saitl sum of 1'1-;enty 'l\<o llundr"d Dollars in ca~h, 
and Forty Eight l!unUr.od Dollars in Stoci;, be retained by this Col:lr--any, out 
of the cash to be paid, and the stoc>: to be delivcrod to <>aid John i·:ern-
1-la(J, to r.>eet the said debt fro101 his tc sa.id Prcnninston-anU that the re-
sidue of the cash payment and of i.hc ·stocK payJ:tont J::c sctUed wi lh th<> 
parties at once, t<tking carc that not mor" thom ".J.'hirty Thousand Dollars 
in cash a;nd stoo>: be paid or delivorc<i on account of this saiU prot:erty-
and also th«t the 0 onvey«noc afore~aid be at the s=.e time d"l.Cvered to 
the Cornpat>y, so th<tt it w.ay be dull-· recorded, •• " 30 

On l\overnber 9, 1848, to secure 1;10,000 borrotted fror>~ Abraham Herr, 

the Cor>~pany put into trust with William T, Daugherty thr~e tr«cts of l~nd, 

Trdct 1/o, 4 conveyed by Jesse Schofield and John Wornwag on August 24, 

1817, Tract Ko. 3 «S conveyed by Schofield on /J.U~'llst 28, 1847, and ona 

" from John W. Holtn that was recorded in Dceci fuok ;-:o. 29 on page 260. 

30, ~eel 11, V,3, pp.376-377. 

31, Deed of Trust, llovcrnJ-_,,., 9, 1!11.8, Deed Hook 30, n>.617-519. 
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On January 1, lf<lD, tl\C' Company also n,ceivcd from Richanl i'ark~r, 

Spacial Co,_oo.issioner in tho case of Jose<' Schofield & uife ilncl Johr> 

1'/erm,·ag & wife vcrus the heirs of Geor<;e Rowles, the deed in the undivided 
n 

six-scv.,nth interest in the lot in Bali vur. 

'l'he raoncy borrm-red at ilorr in llovcmber, 1818, may hava L>:ocn used 

to construct a new factory on 7rilct Ho, 4, In any event, the ""'' factory 

Wilding was completed in July, 1849, as th<> n~•·rSp.lper reported at that 

time> 

"VALLEY COI"''C)J Fr>C'l'CRY, 
I'ARPl::jiS-F£RRY. 

We> JO"-id a flyin<J visit to this est<!blidunent on i"ri<luy last, ,,•hich 
hus just corn.'!le!\ced operations under i.hC> charge of ;:es~rs. :Jl'i-Jl!_L'<VDGH & 
JOHl;$0;!, This factory is ca)Xll;le of J,,anufachui~g 100 lbs. of Cotton 
yarn, 1100 lbs of Batting, and 50 lbs. of Candle wic.c per day. 'l'he 
building is Of brief.:, 4 stories high--57 by 48 fee-t ir. th~ clear, lhe 
Machinery consists of seven Card;or~, four Spinnin9 i·ra<nes (called the 
Danforth C"J' Framo,) two P-eel~, "-nd ·,:<lming 1-lill, &c. 'J:hi~ e;olai:Jlish­
mont <mploys ::;o:nc of the best and r.-.cst cxpcriencccl hunds now in this 
country--some of them fro"' cstablishemcn~s ia l·:C.r>Chestcr, i:nglat'lci. 

It is to L-.. hop"ci that these enterprising gontlcmQn >~ill find ready 
sale for their yarn, &c., as we klievo, fro:n inspection, th<'ir articles 
will co•op•ne ad1lanLag,ously "ith these of any otlwr in this countn•.-­
Lot )·,orchants and ethers of tho Valley, give them a trial, and •,,•e doubt 
not they will m fully cumr:ensat<od,. ," 3~ 

The n~w firm itself advertised: 

"lilfl'IC£ 
VAJ"LEY HIUS, lliillPr.RS--FLRRY, VA. 

The subscribers are happy in being able to inform the people resicling 
in the Valley of Virginia and surroundinc- country, ihat they have in full 
operation their (.'OTI'Vi-i lULL, and are now manuf<>cturing all !~os. of Cotton 
Yarns used by the woollen manufacturers and planters, warped and sizod in 
the manner used ~Y them. 

Our machinery i" new and of the mo"t inprovod kind; made by Charl<'s 
Duffield, of Patterson, !lew Jersey, r;e have spared no pa.ins or expeilS<' 
in having it fitted up in the best ma.nner, and feel justified in saying 

33, ~eel 11, V,3, pp,2?1-274, Deed Doc~ 30, p.217, 

34, Virginia Frco Press, p.2, c,3,1JVJ·1Yt~t· 
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"that h'O eRn m<~nllfactnre as qoocl <1ll articlc a!orcs<!id <15 <HI\' Klll in 
the Country, huvinc; u,,, H\o;;t experienced''"'" and op~rutivcs, 

\·.'e hope tlw d-i_i~ena oi tlw V<dl"Y ai'.d ,;urrc>llndincr countn' 1-lill 
give us ihdr pab-on<u;ro to Promote the spinto;- ont<,o:rpriHo Legun in 
this P•lrt of Virginia, that llas so long rcnlili:lod :iom~nt ·,;! Lh such facili tio>s 
in her p<>wer. }:erchante b<>fo::-o going- cast '"ill i-ind il to their .~J-. 

vantagG to c;ivo '"'a call ~nd ax=.inc our stoo.o, as wo mamlfocture 
Cotton yarn, l·larp, Batling, Candle "'ioking, &c, ::..J:i\Ji[lf:OCGH & JO;~;sc:;:." 35 

Corudius Johnson and Ira Sla.nLrough conlinued to opcr<ttc tlrc 

" Valley Factory through 1850. In Hay, 18~0. JMes Giddings was a<;:ain 

elected presidont of the lldrrcers i'errY and Shenactdoah J:anufa.cturing 

Compa.ny; ne~..ers of the Boa.rd of Directors a.~ thut time 1.-cr<>: C, Page, 

J. H. Kun.kle, John Boler, A, l<huleman, l'lm, F. Alexandria, '•'· A. l~o-
0' 

Con:llck, John Yates, 

In April, 1650, A, .S, Ru<.ldod: advertisGd: 

"TO TilE PUDLTC 
Wl·li.JE!l FCR S.n.u:::. 

The subscriber has rented the Sah'""l~ill on the Island at :Iarpers­
Ferry, ca.lled the >•erm1ag Hills, and has on hand 40 to 50,000 foot 
Of Pip.e Planl.: for sale, from NaKed Crce.c, P<l~e County, Said Lu~r 
is fit for usc, the grc~tcr share of it rcing Kiln-driod, and is of 
first-rate quillity, Also, on hand, a large quantity of 'ri:.tb"r cnsa-~eCt, 
to fit bills of most f>"Y dlr:tension, fron one foot up to t~'O in tldc;o;­
and fror:t t>:<>nty to sixty feet in length. Persons "ishin,- bills of 
lUJnber, will have th"m att<>nded to at short notico, Fan:ers e:islling 
saHing done for their Ol>Tl Us<>, ,;;;u b~ accor.JTJOdatcd as soon as they 
will bring the1.~ logs to the mill .. 

N,B, The subscriber will always Le found at his office on the 
Island to attend to c11lls." JB 

35, Virginia Free Pr,ss, ''U<JUst 2, 1819, p.S, c.2. 

36, Deedtof· Truot in Doed Eook 31, Jilnuary 1, lliSO, p.4; Jilnuary S, 
1850, pp,4--5; January 10, 18JO, p.6; JanudrY 11, 1850, p,7, 

Yirqini'a Free Press, Hay 9, 1850, p.2, c,J, 

!Hd., April 25, 1850, p.J, c.l. 
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John 1·.1<>nwar:r appa,nmtly l<Oas<Od tlm lllilchine sloop fro!il the Compai\y 

for in /,u<;:U~t, 18~0, he advartised for ~"le> ·~·.'ItH)J'il S,\.SH FA.S•'Ci:tr<S, 

"" !;IB.nUf<icturGd by e.'e;rn·.·ag of Harpers Ferry." 

Data on tl'e people t<ho lived and wort.:od on the Island of Vir-

ginius in lB.SO, will bo found in the Rccords of the Census of 1550, 

Volume 12, pp.SOC>--810 (on microfilm reel 10, Volumo 2, pp.9ll-10J). 

Approximately 185 persons 11crc living in 31 d·•rcllinq ho'-lses on the 

Island in 1850, Hany of these people 11ere from the liorth and ""'"" 

from England, 

In 1850 the Harpers Ferry and Shcnando<Lh Manufacturing Comp;;my 

threw a dam acrosv th" Shenandoah !liver, and constructed a new river 

wall, as shown on the 1818-1851 map at the end of this chapter, This 

construction is revealed by correspondence between Eajor Symington 

and General Talcott of the Ordnance Department in January, 1851, over 

the <ill>.nage being caused to the >To~ter Hlwels of the ri::'le factory on 

the island above YiTginius br back><ater from tile ne-,, c:J,u;... The (Iovern-

ment >lent to court to force th<= ccmpany to ,na.ce adjustments in ihe dam 

'" to correct this situation. 

In April, 1851, President J~~es GiddinGS advertised; 

"l:anc:r:. 
FOR RI:hT, THI: I.AHGE s,;.-,.; EILL, AT 

l-:I'.RPLRS-FLRAY, VA. 

39. Virginia Free Press, August 9, 1850, F.l, c.l. 

40. lla.tiona1 Archives. Brig. Genl. Ceo. 'l'alcott lo li.ljor 3'{<"\ington, 
Janu11ry 11, j8Sl, Reel 19, V.5, p.44~; Symin9ton to ·~'alcctt, Jarmary 
15, 1851, lleel 24, V.J, pp.287-288; 'l'alcotl 1o Secrdary of ',·.ar Conrad, 
January 16, lBSl, Reel 20, V.l, p.70. Conra<J to John C, Clan:, ti<'lici­
tor of tha Treasury, January 2l, lB~l, Reel 14, V.l2, p.ll72; 'l'alcolt 
to Symington, January 25, 1B51, ?.eel 19, V.5, p.446. Symington to ~al­
cott, April 23, 18~1. J?ccl 24, V,4, pp.347<l1B. Talcott to Syroinglon, 
Apdl 24, lB~l, Rc<>l 19, V,5, pp.4~f>-.457; and b'ymiJu:;ton t<.> T<~loolt, Hay 
1, 1851, Reel 24, V.4, p.JS4. _,,_ 
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On NoV£JI\her 22, 1848, in pUn>U<l,ncc of the n;commcnda:Lion of the 

CoiT!Ini t:tee to tJ,e Board of Din.<ci.ors of th" Harpers l'crry and Shenan-

doah l1imufaduring Company, James Gicidin0s, Jesse S<:hofiehl "-nd John 

"Upon a scttlcJocnt of the 11.C<:ounts of the Harpers Fern• & Shenan­
doah l!anufa<:tu1i11q Co:~p;,ny witl, Jesse Schofield and Jchn 1:erm.·a')" for 
the purchase of the roal property purclt"-~cd by it fr<>::l thcr., on the 
i~lan<.l of Vir(,<inius ;;md in Bolivar, made this 22rrd ci.:ll' of ho..-eJ\lber lB4!1-­
Th~re i~ found <.luc 1-roc.J. the Cornpany on account of ~"-id pUrcha~c in ca~h 
Seven Thout:o.:-.d and Fifty Dolla;s-and in stock Eirnteen Thousa<ld 'rl<o 
Hundrod and Ti.fty Dollars-of -.,htch cash we direct said Compa:l)' to pay to 
James Giddin<,1s Thre~ 'r-ltO:lsdllci five Bundrcci ar1d Fifty 7hreo Doll~rs forty 
cents (:/3554.4C)-and the balanco> of said cash, being Three Thousand Four 
Hundred ami >Hnty Six Dollens sixty cents ($3496,60) is to IX' paid to 
Jesse Sc~ofield-of the stoo~ Seven Thousand Dollars will be delivered to 
JdlltOs Giddings and the balance thor-of; being El<>vu; 'l'housand arrd 1\>o 
Hundred an<l Fifty Dollar.,, to Jesse Schofield. 

This settlc:c.ent embraces the s\u~ o£ Four 'Ehou~"nd Li<;;ht E.undred Dollars 
in stocks, 11.nd 'J'wo Thou~anci 1'>1o !fu<1dr0d Dollars in cash, toge-.:her ma.:cictg 
the O'>e sum of Seven '.Chou,.ami lJollet~~. ret~ined by the Company to ..-.cet a 
r.tortgago> or incumbrance granted SDI!'.c yc<1rs <lQo, (and now for Six 'J'housa:>d 
Doll~rs with interest from ·che first day oi Octobe•- last,) by Joh" ·.:<>rn­
\1"-'J to Jcai~a Pennington of Baltirnoro-'Ihis de~t of $6,000 i~ to be paid by 
the Company- and th<> said ~Utn of ::levan Thousand is r.otained by it to pro­
vide "-<Jainst loss, In thi~ settle;r.ent John \·:ernwag is also charged o'ith 
the sum of lbu tundred Forty Three Dollars b-rc. cents (i>HS,OZ) the d-­
mount appearinq against him on the boo:.Cs of the CoF.cpany-leavin<; no·,,• a 
debt from him to sald Company, exclusive o£ all =tters introciuc<>d inlo 
this scttlor.o.ent, of One Hundred and Forty llinG Dollilrs forty seven "nd 
a half c.-nt&-l<hich ~um is charged to him on the J:>oo,;s of ths Cct:1pony 
as of this date, 

The said cash to be paid to said Giddings and to said Schofield shall 
have interest at 6 per C<Ont per annu::> from the ld day of April 18~7. 

This seltl<'Llont ha~ ~en made by us the day aforesaid, and was exc~>pt<'d, 
and here:.-y tai'" it as a full settlor.,ent of all Jnat-.:er5 relating to said 
joint real prop<>rty purchasad by said Co"'f'an)' of said ,,.:ernlia<;T l:i Schofield. 
In tesUmor,y ·o•holcof we h<Orcunto S<>t our hands [he cluJ & year first here­
in >~ritten, the '>aid Ja.;Ees Giddin<Jll, Presia<'nl of- said Company bein.;: 
authorized so to do by an orcier made by the Bourd of Directors of said 
Com;>any on the 12th <.lay of OctoCer lB48,, ." 32 

32. Reel ll, V.3, pp.275-277. 
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·~rhb llill ha~ a Circular und act of Lathe $a11s att«chod, Tho 
Mill \,•ill <:ut lu~r 5[1 to 60 feet long and is in aood ;:ord.ng ord~r. 

Also, two LAliGI: RC:·:S, 4S by CO f-eet, and ll feet bctwccn storic•s, 
>rith l<atcr poHcr for an)' dnd of Dochirwry, This lo<'ation is well .:1-

dapi.ed fen a ',,'collen Lill, or Cotlon and i·.'oollen mixed .•. " 41 

Cn G<>p'cemb"'r 4, 1851, the Company put all of thto property purchotscd 

George B, Beall to secure S~,000 o,·,cd the Bank of the Valley at Charles 

" This event apparently marked the Lcc:;itming of the end for th<> 

coOTpany and tho finn was soon involv<ld in court adion. 

A gen"ral meeting oi· Stoc!::holclcrs of the Company 11as hold on the 

Island of Vir0inius on February 19, 1852, Officers of the Compilny at 

this time wore J, H, J:..::'ll.:cl, h:esidelit, and the llirect<>:rs were: 11. B. 

Ho.nson, Jwnc.s Giddings, Calvin Page, John l·1oler, Gc.orge B, Beall, \·i, 

D. Alexander, ,·j, C. }~cCorr.tiek:, Acla.'l\ ~hul1oan. Er. Abrilha"l H. llcrr W<!s 

" Secretacy. 

At this meeting it was apparently decided to .>ell the property, 

for on April 8, 1852, Secretary A. B. Herr advertised: 

"FOR SALE: f.X'I'Ll:SIVE REi\L LS'JATE, i·,Wi'ffi PG;·iEJ< 
AND F:AC'IORY AT !liillPE2S F!:RRY, 

On Hay 19, 1852, 
",,,The Jn1provemants c<.msist in p.:~rt, of two large Brief;: Factory 

Buildings, designated J:o, 1 and No, 2, of the ,,,ost JX'Tl:1ilnent charactnr. 
No. 1 is lCt, by ~8 feet, ami !lo. 2 ~0 by 49 feet, Loth i-'our Stories and 
Tin Roofs •• , c:o quote here orrly the section iliout thE' second fac-!_ory as 
this information is o;:uite<!. from tho advcrtisewent that f-ollo•m and 
whioh is quoted in f'ulQ" 

41, Virginia Froo Press, April 4, 1851, p.J, c,J, 

42. Deed of Trost, Sopt<.>rr.bor 4, 1851, Deed Boo.: 32, JOp.SQ.-51, also 
Reel 11, V.J, pp,247-2~l. illso Deed of Trust, S»pter.U..er 4, 1851, to 
Lowe, Dood Boo~ 32, pp,52-53, 

43, Virginia l'ree Pres.::, :i'ebruary 12, 1852, p.3, o,2, 
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"F,lC'l'O:iY 1:0. 2" 
" ••• Tim :>1.oric::;, 

ya:rnn, de, 

1<>u::;cJ. and occupied for lhe manufacture of Collon 

annu<tl rant now rccdving is $1,920." 44 , , ,'l'h" aqgrct:a.h:. 

held in J,~nuary, 13<>3. Tho notice of the Court sale <Jives us O\\I f-ullc~t 

description of 'l'ra.c:: t:o, 4 in 1852 and >:e, t:-..:r.:foro quote it in full; 

"Sl\.LE OF V,UUf,2LE 'lill'ItR-PC',,J:R 
AJ;D 

Fl\.CI'Ol~Y PJ\OPER'l'Y, 
AT I'J>.RPEliS-ffi?RY, ','!\. 

UJ:Dr.R m;CW.:E OF CCllF.T. 
Ey Virtuoe of a Decree of thG County Court of Jefferson, r.:nd<>red at 

the l!ovcrrhor t<ono, 1852, i:t tho chancery cause thGrin depGnding between 
A, B. Davidson & l!arris, plaintiffs, ami the Harpers-ferry and Shenan­
doah Hanuf<J.oturing Co~>p.::Lny, the und.ersicened, as Special Cmomissioners 
appointeci in said decree, t.;ill procead -lo sell, at public auctic.n to 
the hic;hed biddc.:r, on Saturday, the 22;,d day of January next, 1853, 

ALL '.W;!O PJ:OF:O:P.'l'Y, 
R:Ei\L Al:D PEJ-i:XJi!liL, 

on the Island of Virginius, belon;;in<J to or in the possession of said 
).ianufacturincr Ccmpa:w, em0raeillg as to the real estate about six acros 
of land, &c., ,si tuatoci on said island, <>.dj oininQ !Larpors-Ferry, with 
ito appu:rte:>cmt lid. -lor-Po•.rer , 

THIS ·,jA'£:::1< PO .. C:!I, if properly developed, is capable of dri\'ing al­
mos-l an unlir.titod amount or wuchiwry. 

'The improve:<>cnts C<Cnsist in part, of a large BJUC-<: FI1CI'ORY El'JlLDING, 
of the most perm<.tnunt cha:ra~·tor, 101 by 48 feet, four dories high, vii th 

tin roof. 
The Fuctory is filled with the most appro·;cd machinery; built by 

Charles Danforth. of t;c"l Jersey, in 1818, to Hit: 
CA!Wll:G DI:P,\lal-O::ll'J'. 

One p.._ttent (sic) Cotton Of'"ner and ~leuner, neH; 2 Pickers for 
double operatic:>; 18 thirty-six inch Curding Engines, with railway 
and heads attuch~d; 3 Pa.tcnl Dr<Ming Fx=e~, very superior; 6 ~ouble 
Roller Deam Spcccicr~. 

"· 

SPil1HlJW DCPAJm:El'T 
lB Frames, each 132 Spindles--2,376, 

Vir<Jinia Frooe Prooss, April 8, 1852, p,3, o.2. 
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"Dl(C!JSli:C Di::PfR.U:'o:!;T 
4 Drc,asinrJ frd!Ilo~, with Copper Sicill'\ fiod."Cers; G Cr<ldle \larpcrs, 

new, best cla~s. 
h'EhVJ;:::: DLPI\ll:'l:E?!T. 

~7 Lo<OO<S, 87 of- which arc no" in operation, for {~t, Sh"etin')s, 
drive:> by tHo "''" iron J:urbinc whe<'l~, 5 foot 10 inches in ci.iaJ,;der 
ellch, from Uw Lst<Jblislu"cnt o! E. C. Kl.lburu & Co., fall Rivor, Has­
sachu~clts, 

h·o:~ Shafting, Gearing and Pullies of the rnost "-!"Proved finish, 
<<i th Composition Eo xes. 

One Cloth Preas; 1 Scra;ocr and Bnwi't 1-:ac:tine, Ear,CJ.nq l·iachincs; 
Lathe dnd Tools for Roller covering, &c. 

U:P!UR SI::OP. 
One ""'" 12 foot iron ·~'urning Engine Lathe, with Sere•~ ilJ:Opara-Lus 

attached, One ditto ditto l!and Lathe. 
The Factory is heilled by steillll with pipes, on the most approved 

plan, 
Thera is an Cffice, Store Room and ,•iaste House a.ttD.~hed to the 

Factory. 
That:!!' further il:l<JTOVer:".enb ,ue a .S?G);E h'I.CHII:E GHCF, 50 by 30 

feet, 3 stories h;gh, leased and occupied (J':,CTGRY 1:0, 2 is CTn--.itted 
in this uc::.;;ounO 

A SA1·i !-:ILL, lC0 by 36 fed, 11eathor boarded, with iron -.. iator-
1-n>eol and occupied by the Cor.1pany. 

A tlw slon B:<IC:~ LUILDI:iG, occupied by lhe Co,;:puny, as a Stcorc, 
Pour lal<JC D'..'I:LLUG ::cusr:s, b;o stories, stone and rough cast; Five 
BRlGiC •r:t::·:EJc:;·~·s, hw stories; and five ;-;oo~E!'i ccr:_•r;,c::s, one a.nd a 
half stories. 

II more detail<Od dC'scriptiun of sa.id prc>per'.:y is dee:oed u:1nec~sseny, 
as these ><ho r.lilY ~:osirc to purchase ><ill douDtloss curefully GXill:'.ine 
the property fur lherwelves--il: is i;>elicvcd h<:l11Cvcr that ~uch '"' op;c-er­
tunity for profita:olc invcstt.1oat in r.:il:ltcfccluring prorocrty /w,s r"'n>ly ~£ 
over been ofi·erccl in the Uaitcd States, II, H. f>err, f.sq., re~idinc;- "" 
the islcnd, will show the prc<:u.ses to any one desiri:\g t.o purcha5e, 

The ,·jinchester and Potomac Railroa<i runs throur;h ~he prcdse:;, and 
1·1ithin 100 yards of tho factory-~ihus urferin<;r every facility f-or trans­
portation. 

Terms of &le, by dir.,ction of said decree, arc as follo><S, io wit: 
011e-£ourlh of the pure~""" t:>eney cash on the day of iho sale, and the 
residue i" three equdl annual paymo:~ts, each deferred to bear intcr<Ost 
from th" date of sale, arld to be sec-~n>J ;oy the J.:,cnd~ of tho plnchd~er, <tnd 
a deed of trust U],on the pr<O:nises, so dr<l\>'ll as tu secure the l-'<i)'Ir.ent of 
each in~talr.>ent (si<O) as tlwy r<>spocUvoly become due, 

Sal~ to tar.ce plac" on the premises at a.r;out 16 o'cloct;, H., of the 
day <Wove mentioned, i>llDRI:!·I !i!Ji1ER, 

Special Co;r.missionor." 45 

Yirdnia Prce Pres~, Decc;nJ:;.c:,r 9, 1852, p,3, <0,3. 
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Thus jn l'l.;olil, 1852, 1'ract~ l;o, 3 a:~d 1, wl1ich »·ere o>rncd by the 

Harp<>rs Ferry & Shenandoah l·ianufacturing Coi.'P""Y, contilincd b~o cotton 

factories, one saw '"ill, one IT"'-C)line shop and 15 dwelling houses or a 

total of 19 l:uildinr;s, The description of filctory J:o, 2 in i.h<'> April 

8, 1852, .,dvortisemcnt and its Gl • ..Ussion in the Docc!IIL'Cr, 1852, netic<> 

probably indicates that the Factory eroctcd in 1849 was destroyed in the 

great flood ci; !;pril 18, 1852, 

Before co:\sid.,rin<;r the 184&-18~1 map, ,.,..,. shall first present the 

evidence avail.ol;le on floocis that si:recic the Island of Virginius and 

Harpers Ferry during ihe period 1845 to 1852, T•,•o nUnor and one r.mjor 

flood struck this area in that period, 

On J,ovemLcr S 1 1846, the n~·.,spJ.per reported: 

"IIEAYY R.UJ;.O.'....-fUGJ-1 i·;A'l'E.RS 
'[·he fall oi rain on Silturday, ;:,unday and ~:onchy lilst \las constant, 

and at timGs heavy. The sun has been obs~urcd cntirdy dnce i-'rida;·, 
><ith the e>:ception oi a ray or hm that dar-Led through sorr.<> rei sty 
clouds on J:onday aft<>rnoon. He huve groat feur that the hoa''Y fall of­
'"ater will be productive oi" an im:;,ense doal of daJ:.age along -Lhe vario1.0s 
water courses, The l'otorrllc and Shenilndoah rivers >ICro rising rapidly 
on 'fuesday aftorneoon, and a gentlem«n wheo has lived all his life near 
the Potor,;ac, stdtes thilt i'l: \·las '"ithin h1o fcc>t of the highest '"'"t"r 
mark, '"'hen he left, and WilS then rapidly rising, at the rate of a foot 
an hour. 

P,S, Th!l Wdt<>r of t!le Sh!lnilndoah and PotoO\ilO are doing a <Jf<;at deal 
of injury at l'arpers Ferry. Families have bcc>n driven from their hor.ws, 
which """re almost oontpletely inur>dated. 

Tho water is .:nco Ce~p in a portion of Sh~nancioah street, and some 
five or six f<>d in the kitchen o~ Capt. Ah:>ll, of the U. S. i:otel ~-rilich 
was locilted on Lots ::o. 6 1 7 and part of 8 in the •,:ilger Ferry LoO 

l~e left Harpers-Ferry at nine o'clocio on Tucsdly night; tho··'"-~"' 
was within a foot of the Rail Road llridge, ,1nd still slowly risinry­
aLout two inches an hour. Great fears are entertilinod !·or its s<>fety. 

li<> learn from passenqors in lhe Cur:obcrlaml trilin, lhat tho SLnall 
>later courses furthor up the Pcto:r.ac «re higher than ever OOiore kno=, 
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"and l·rhcm l·IO ta;;o into consiJcralion that thi~ 10atcr i~ yet to pa:::s 
do·,m, it may ,,•ell dr•-"<rJtlm~ the '""'" for the- Gafcty o£ the !<ail­
Road Bridge at IIarporO>-!crry. 

\'ic h<J.ve 1wt heard of any loss of lif-e." 46 

'I"h., ru.ilroad bridge, ho,,•cver, """ not destroyed. The s<>cond nin<,r 

flo:>d occHrrod in l~ovunbcr, 1817, Tho newspapers reportod o~ this 

event: 

''HIGH HATL"i F.G.'>l': ~ 
Th<> hcan· rains of last \·:eel:: cat:sed the Slt~n<mdoah liiver to rise 

hioher than during the r.~mooriililo frcwhct ot Cctobcr lasL Its "ifect 
at Harpers-Ferry, hm<evcr, "'"" not lt.:tlf as dic.;~.strous ilS durinq the 
great rise of the Potor;Uc in Cctcber. 1'he la&t n=cd rivor """quite 
high, but fortunately not in propo1:tion to that of the s:'lenandoal>. 
In scn~e of the shops connoctcd with i:he i'.r::~o\y business ,,._," suspenclud 
for a short time, in co:l~cquencc of ihe ir,u"<.kdion, and ''"'")' of· th" 
c(>llars of hou:::es >rero ~illed, particularly on 3h~nanJouh street, ~·here 
many f<l-"1lilies '-'ere coropollcd to leave their ctw<>llilli] and "'""'· shel-tc.­
elsewherc. 

'<le would &"Uggcd to ',he ilUthori'l.ics at II<>.rper,...fcrry, "hcther it 
>i.OUld not be right and propor to ::Ja;-;c an iihatO>;ocm_ ln the rent of those 
I.Arno~y d\iellinc;~ houses on Shcnundoah Strcd, 0\<ncd by ~he Gc.ve!-0\!;,ent, 
in view of the great losses the occupan•cs are constantly subjected lo, 
the disGdvantages they labor under, <1!\d inconV<':lience e;cpe~ienced i:< 
removing so frequently irorn their !comes; Ccsicics, the expense and ldL--or 
attendant upon a proper cl<><>.nsing and ventilation of the several pre­
mises, Certainly, such a reduction could not be Yi<n.'ed in any oth"r 
light th<ln most commendable and )Crai'-'e worthy." 47 

Rents on the Goverru:1ent D"'elling Houses loc<1ied on Shcnando<1h 

Street were remitted by the Armory to their eroployees en this occasicn .. 
for one-qUarter of the year. 

The major flood of this period strucc: Ha.rpers Ferry on April 18, 

1852; the newspaper described l t as follows: 

46. Virginia Free Pr~ss, NcvemC€r 5, 1846, p.2, c,l. 

47, ~. DecemC€r 7, 1847, p.2, c,6, 

48. Snell, Charles \,,, "Historic iJuilO:ing Report, Part I and II, tor 
])ldg, No. 48,-an Arrr.cror's Dw~>lling House, Octoloer Jl, 1958, p.l05 and 
also remitted in 1852 • 
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"Gb:LJ,T IL~L51;::;T AT l'llJIPI:WJ-fEJJiY. 
Cur county ltas heen vis, ted by an awful G<>l~nUty.--1h~ oldest jn\'.<~.Di­

iants never L'<'forc l<iincssed .ouch" rise in tl-.e "•aters of the 1-'otwoac 
and Shen,-.nd'-'«h ri•,er.--Thc inundation came upon us li•c an oval«nc;,~~-~uctct~n., 
unexpected i1ml ov<H"-'hehlill(J. 

It cont'<lertced rain1ng «bout 4 o'cloc<: P.l-1. on Saturday lo~st, and con­
tinued ><ithout intermibsion, until Tuesday ni noon. It fell, howcvC'l-, so 
gently th«t no 0110 anticJ.pat~d more than dll ouli.ldlY ""cllin<; of th<' 
streams. On Handily, fearful !orlodingr. :Ce\1"" to be cntcrtaiaecl by the 
nov: sorely stnc.oan inhdGitanls lesiding nci;.er lh<> junction of the b:o 
rivers, Gut ~hll thora wccs no dre,,d thai the "hl0h o·alcr-~k"lrr;s," KT\O'""' 
for a oentur;•---,;ould L~com" suLmcn:,ed--thiit th" ever memorable fr<'3hnt 
of 1817, v:ould J::,e a purling .~hea:;,, coO'.po~red wi'-h th" aw;;~y, terrible 
and devd.statii\'J tonent that was quico:Iy to rush UfO!'I thc.C"t, drive thc.on 
from their firesides and lea..-~ their habitations loo<.: afar, li~e islands 
dotted over the sea, Th<>re wa.s no thOU<Jht or expectation like th1s, dnd 
consequently no ext>·aordinary effort rr"'cie to romove their hou,ehold of­
feet, even their food and garlile:~ts, out of reaoh of the destructlve cle-­
ment, 

Dy Tuesday r::.orning ,he ~treets of Earpers Ferry, had becol:'e channels 
fer mighty rivers, and the seco:~d a"d third &tories and house--lops, 
resti:1g plaoes fer 1ts distressed inhdbitants. 

Boats, gondolus and raHs were brou\Jht into requisibon to rcc-.ove 
many fa.'l'.ilies irom their cherished homes to the nei<,;hborin:~ hills, ·.,<•ere 
they could behold, w1th f•i<;;htful roirtcis and ~-ore heans, thMr Qvery 
earthly cmnfort become a prey to the "unbridleci flood." ,·."ho, unles> 
his heart were •~ade of stone, could Witness scetrS li<-e these and not 
shed tears of blood? " 

••• persons were lx>rne into e:Cernity upon the troubled bosom cf this 
inland ocean. Tue families were heard .._t nudnic;-ht, arr..id the din oi this 
war of elements crying for help, but kfor" c>orninc;'s da1m, their hablta­
tions were no more to be seen--having been ca.rried away by the resis<-­
less <;:Urrellt. 

If ther" ever was a time when it should become the oiti~ens of 
Jefferson--the tlc.onowlcdqed garden spot of this good old Common11e<1l til--­
to give substantial evidertce of their charity, of their f'hilanlhrupy, 
of their humanity, in a word, of the pos~e~sion of those noble traits 
of character which should adorn the character of human being formed 
after the imag~ of their ~ia.:er, TiLI\.T TH;E SJ'.S CC!•;E, Then will He, dlOs<> 
afflictive d1sponsatiort brouqht on those woos, reward them ten fold. 

P,S.--The destruct1on of property is beyond all doscriplion. ~very 
house on Shenandoah and Poto.,ac streets ;.·as almost ertbrely sul::mcrgod-­
the water being six feet h 1gher lh<1n at any olher p<nicd w1lhin the 
recolleclion of man •• ~ll the bridges savec one, on the ·t/inchester li<1il 
Road from Qhen<indoah City lo the Forry, toQether w1th the trestle ~-o>J::, 
ll.nd a portton of the road is gone---also the bTiclge 1 eadi_pq the Herr's ~ii 11 
[the bridge to the l~l<1nd ot Vuginlus from the lndinlan«..\. Great dm''"l" 
has also been done lo the Chesap<>al.e and Oldo C.:mal. Altheugh the ;:d.ter 
wa« up to the Polomllc !.lridge, yet it with~tood the Udc, and is safe,'' 
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"The loss of property belonging to tho; U,G, Armory, us ,,.ell us to 
private dhz<'ns, cannot at ].orocseut ]:;.<, ""timuted, l;ut i,s very great. 
h'e \·lill cndoavor ne;d ;;ce~:: to give particulc,rs. 

\"Ia tr\lst our Representative L\ Congress will ma>.e an effort to 
procure an approp.-iation lor th<> rdicf of the arti?.iln~ of !I;nper:.;-­
r.,rry, ~'h<Oy are part and parcel of- the government; and lhey ~hould 
not Le pel<~iHed to ::alsi.Y.in the heavy losses "ithout r~J:!Uncration." 

J.'his ~-ununry has been prel'arcd by comparing James H. llro;m's 

1844 rnt•p of the Island of Viruinius with S. :;uS'll BroNn's 
" 

18·16 ''}lap 

of Harper~; Ferry-Prepared in oo:l1plianoe with Letter to M<~jor Symington, 

April 22, 1848," and both ruaps suPplemented liith evidence from the 

documentary sources pres<mted in this chapt<=r. Th<= original of the 

1846 map {reproduced in the Harpers Ferry l"<~ster Plun as Dr<1wi~9 Nc:. 

NH-IlF 3COO) bears evidence of having been prepared by two different 

hands and at diff-erent da.tes. The questions of by whom and ~;hen, are 

" 

of course, of some importance. The answer to thes<> quc,tions has no"· been 

solve~. All of the original of the 1848 mdp d:ra>m and lettered in hlac;o 

inK (Legend No. 1 to 42 inclusive, plus letters Il to Z on Dral<ing Uo. 

HF 3000) ~las prepared in 1848 by S. H. Erown and show$ conditions as of 

1848. All features, letters, and n~rs drawn on the original rrup in 

red ill..i< (or Legend No, 43 to No. 51 on Drawing No. J.:H-Hf 3000) were 

added loy lia.jor John Symington, Supcrinlendont of the Ar~eory, in January, 

1851, to show how the new darn in the Shenandoah ~iver was causing a 

backwater that was injurin9 the water «heels of the Hall Rifle factory. 

49, Vir<Jinia free Press, A.pril 22, 1852, p.2, c.l. 

SO. Bri<;Jadi"r General Geor9e Takott to Naior Symington, January ll, 
1851, Reel 19, V,5, p.444. Symir.<;ton to Talcott, January 15, 1851, 

!/.eel 24, V.3, pp.2S7-288 . 
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Thus this '"~P shm-1s conditions generally in lrarp<ns Ferry <>S of lb1B 

and in rolation to tlle Island of Virqinius Jn particular, is amond~d 

aml correct~d do'W!l to January, 1851. In addition, the th'O mills, dra1-.TI 

crudely in :red pencil on the Priginc.l 1843 map, over Bldg. 20, Zl, 22 

at the Hall Rifle Factory, and Bldq, No, ll in the !•lusl::et Factory tr~ct 

ror on Dra,inry llo. NH-fff 3000 ovc.r 13ldgs. No. 39 to 41 and over Dldg. 

No, It), were added to the original map after 1869. 

'l'PJ,CT liO, 1·- The hon Foundry Lot: (Five blue colored Wildings as 

in 1844) Owned in 1852 by Hugh Gilleece and J1}e:>:<'!nder Brown, 

Bldc. No. 1: Iron Fou'ldry (An oil "'ill standing in 183~ thC~t was con-

vert<>d into an iron foundry in le35 }~ 1-:r, Gillcccol. 

Bld". ,o . 26: A chopping mill (erected "' Hugh Gilleece '" lB1G). 

• Bldg. lie~ Protably " dwelling house (standing '" 1834). 

Blda, J:o. ?.5: Pro baLly • stable o• small shop ( stand~ng '" 1834). 

nldq, ,. .:o. 27: A laTge dwellin9 house (slandin<e '" 1834). 

"mAC"l" r;o • 2 The "Islanci l•:ills" Fleur ;':i 11 Lol: (Two red colol-ed 

buildings) ~ned in 1852 by Abrdhdm H. Herr, 

llldg. J,'o. 2: The large stom' flour mill i.:no,., a:> the "Islanci Hill~", 

constructed by Luther 1. Cox in 1840, 

Uldg. No. 22: h dwellinry house (standing in 1831). 

B1dg-s. Hand G, shO"-'ll on the 1844 map, are not shown on the 1848 map. 

It is probable, however, from the census of 1850, that there was actually 

a second d·,;clling house standing on the property in 18~8 even thou9h this 

buildin<J is no delineated on the 1846 map. 

TRIIC'.i' 1:0. 3 and 4z (17 orange colored buildin<;;s on the map) From 

-107-

l 



• documcnt<1ry sources, ho>nov<>r, it is knmm tlwt there >!ore 19 Luild.iw;a 

on the property irt 18:>2. These h<O t:racts \Wro own~d by the H,u-pen; 

Ferry and Shenando"h l·:C>.nufactu,-ing Coml'drtY in 1852, 

water Wh<'ol (st,mdin<:; in 1834), 

[lldcr. J:o. 1: Stone !-;"chine Shop, three stori<>s high, 50 1:1;• 30 ted 

(standing in 1~34). 

Blda, l:o. 5: Cotton Factory erectC>d in 1849, GO by 49 feet, brick 

building four storiGs high, Hith Tin lloof, Probably destroyed in 

flood of April, 1852, 

Bldg. lie. G: Cotton Factory erected in 1847, 104 by 18 foet, four 

stories high and hl.ilt of brio<; on stone foundcl.tion, tin roof. fdctury 

• heated by ~team and lighted Hith gas . 

Bldo, No.7: FriiJT'.C house (probably ~tanding iCt 1834), 

Blda. No.8: Smith Shop (st<>nding in 1334). 

Bldg, l·io. 9 and 10: l<emoveQ in 1849 to make way for construction of 

Cotton Factory-Bldg, lio. 5, 

Bldn, t; 0 • 11: Frarne carri<>ge house (standing in 1844), 

Bldg, 1o. 12: Fram" P.ouse, two stories, brici:: filled (prol;ably standing 

in 1834), 

Dlda. No, 13: Fr1Une house, one story, bricl' filled and rough cast 

(probably standing in 1834), 

Bldo. No, 14: A fra~e ~ouso, one story, brick filled and rough cast, 

(probably standing in 1834), 
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llldo. llo, 15: (1'ract 3) Two family stone ~tuccoed hr>use, st<mdinv in 

1831. 

Dhh. Jc;o, )G; (Tract 3) One filmily stone stuccoed houso?, standi"g in 

1834, t;ot<>: Depot of\''· & P. R,P,, Co, r.~oved from Tract 3 in 1847. 

Bl<h. }'o. )8: ~inglo hrict:: d~-."Clling hcun" (prohably standing in 1834), 

llldn, );o, 19: A doubl<' bric:: dwelling house (proJ:>u!:::,ly standing in 1B34). 

Dldrl. to, 20: Small bric~ d,.._,lling house {probably standint;: in 1834). 

DlOO. l~o. 21: (not sho>m on 1844 map) probably a two story brick: ct,,cllir,g 

house, 

Bldo, l~o. Z3: A snall frame dwdling house (standing in 1834), 

~· Across Shenandoah erected by Cowpany in 1850, 

Bridqe: Island to nk-..ifll;md destroyed in flood of lb52 • 

TRACT );Q, 5: (one purple colored Wilding). 

Rldo. l.'o. 17: A two story brid: d\;elling house, Rouse and lot o·,med and 

occupied in 1852 Ly Jesse Schofield, 

The 1B4fl-5l pap sho>'s 25 l;;uil<.lin<;$ hair.<;; located on the Island of Virginius 

in 1851, Docurumtary sources, ho,.n=ver, indicate that there ;,•ere probably 

at least 28 buildings on the island in 1852 • 

.!!£:!&• lJldc:, No, 21 on 1848 J.!ap: The follmdng data probably relates to 

House No. 21: 

Under the Circuit Superior Cour~ of Law 
and Chancery for the county of Jcf·ierson, render in a c<~US<> d"JX'ndi"g in 
said Court, wherai<l G, \1, Sappington a<ld others are plaintiffs, and Jam"'s 
B. \"lilkins and others <~.ro defonddnts, I sha_l.l, us a Co,nrnissioner ap)X>int­
ed by 'i_aiU docree, offer for sala, on Sal;uday the 30th ddy of J,ugust, 
inst. l1S1~ ... , a 

ffiiCi:: HctiSE, 
AllD THE 

LUI OF Gl\OU liD, 
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"Situat<Od n"'ar u,., Island hills, Virginius--loeinq tho prop~rty sold Ly 
J. Schofield and others to zaid h'ilJoins. 

'l'he title is deernc'd indi~putaLle, chc sale <!Uthori~0d by the decree 
being directed for thG payr.;cnt of the ba.l<1.nc" on the purch11se money ••• 

h}!, C, h'Olfll:'II;G'ID:l, Com'r." 51 

On OctoLer 15, 1851, Commissioner \·Iilli"'~ \<jorUi>\gton sold to Jesse 

Schofield for $451.00 th<> follo>~ing lot: 

",,,a certain piece or parcel of gnound and the houso thereon, ·~hich 
is described in the pQ.pers & proceedings of a suit P"nd:cr><::~ in the said 
Court in th" name of G<Oorge \·;, \·,·appington & oUters plaintiff~ and Jwnoos 
B, HilLins & other defendants "" i·ollows '" certain house «nd lot nm< 
(then) occupied a.nd in the posse>ssion of Joseph Shuli'.a;.er on thoo lsle.nd 
of Virginius and bcund<Od on tho> >mst by th<> line of !leland Heflet>O~'Gr & 
Co. Cl'ract );o. [), and running bJ.cc aJ:x,ut nindy five feet and fronting 
on the street about fifty one & hillf f<><>t that is from the U).lper or 
cross line to four f"e-:: b:!low silid Shumaker house and thGnce runnincr 
ba.cl:: parallel with the up))<'r line the sam<> dislilnce to the bank o:f· the 
"'"~mill race" all of ,;hich '>ill morc fully ap)'car i;,y a Paper in wntlnq, 
being li.rticles of agreement beb-1ee>U Jesse Schofield & John i·:crtl\1d<J il:ld 
James B, liildns d<~ted Daccr.Jber 12th 1837 and >ihich is made an exhibit 
in said cause •• ," 52 

llar£S: Stone for the foundation of Cotton Pactory, Bldg. t:o. 6, was 

qUarried frOm the roc!:: cliffs located on the 11orth side of the lldrpcrs 

Ferry Turnpike !<cad, as it lcaoJ hom Harpers Ferry to th" iii fle P<~.ctory, 

Perr.U~oion was sorantcd Hr. Giddings 0c th" Ar:nory to qu,.rry this roc.o "t 

that point, which was o<-rned by th<> United st,.tes, as the :rodd was very 

"narrow and the rock rises from it almost perpendicularly to a height of 

" 200 feet or more." Similiar permission was granted Hr. F.brahrun Herr 

ancl Lrcther in ~pril, 1847, to quarry roo£ for Duilclin~ purposes in the ,. 
same location, 

51. VirGinia Prce Press, August 7, 1845, p.3, c,2. 

52. Deed of~. & 3,, October lb, 1B5l, Deed Dock 32, pp.75-76. 

53. Supt. John Symington to Lt, Col. Ceor<Je Talcott, Ordna"ce Office, 
August l, 1846, Hicrofilm Reel 1:o, 23, V.7, pp.G66-667; cialcotl to 
Symington, ~ugust S, 1846, lied 19, V,3, p.260, 

54, Talcott to Symington, Aprll ~. 1817, Reel 19, V.5, p,297. 
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ln !-:arch, 1850, ll<>rr aQain requested .,rru.s~ion to qu<Jrry rock on 

Covernrncnt land, wrltinc;; ",,.I a:n ah:mt buildinq four small tena.'Olent 

for the foundation of which I "ant Stone •.• " Permission 1-;as again orunt~d 
55 

Hr. Herr to quan)' ~ton<> from th<> cliffs north of th<> Turnpike Road. 

'l'his last it<>m also indic<tt~s that four hous<'s \/ere added to Tract No. 2 

in 1850 th<:~t would, of course, not appeil.r on Bro~,-n•s 1848 r.mp, _ 

55, Herr to Taloott, lUrch 19, 1850, Reel 2~, V.2, p.ll2; Sy!Idngton to 
Talcott, l-!a.rch 23, 18~0, Reel 24, V .3, pp,lOS..llO, 
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"Dy virture of a D&noe of tho Circuit Court of Jefferson County, 
Va., rcndorGcl on the 27th of Hay, 1054, in c)w cha.nccry cause thor<>in 
dop<mdil"J Leb-:Gcn A. 1'. David!lon & Harris, Pltff"s, and the Ilarp<'r<>­
Fcny and ::Jhcnando<>.~. 1C<tnufacturing Comp<u'Y, Uffs, anci with the con­
currence of the authorities of sdid comp<l.rty,l.'1c undersigned, as 5pedal 
commi~~ionors appoirtted in said decree, will plococcl to &ell, at public 
auction, to the hiqhost bj,ddcr, on the 'I\wsday the 21st day of next 
month, July, 18<>4, all the hiOPl.Jln' Real and Personal, on the lsl<md of 
YirgilliU3,,. 

Terms of sale, by direction of said decree, are as follo•<s, to 'dt: 
'O:w&tcnth of- the gross amount of sale to lxl p<>.id dc"''Tl in cash at the 
tim~ of oul<'l on<' other tenth part of said <)lOSs rur,ount to be paid ut 
the nexl cn~uing taro; of s<1id Co\ut, {>~hich co;;.::;ence~ October 18th, 
1854), UJ''"' confirmution of the sale; the residue to be dividad into 
four C'JUil.l ·su.'!IS, to be paid, one-fourth at the e'>ci of m,e year, one­
fourth at the end of b," years, one-fourth at the end of three yea.n;, 
and the remaining fourth at the end of foUl' years from th<> date of 
confir<:".ation of the sale; each of said four j:nstalments (sic) to hear 
legal interest herr. ~<~>d date of confirmation uncil paid--and to be 
secured :ty deed of trust upon the proplrty. '[he a,;reentcnt oi sal" to 
provicia for the forf<>iture by the purchaser of the one-tenth to be 
paid on the day of sale, in cuse he shall fail to come for>~arcl ~~d 
complete his purchase, 

ANDREH HUWJ:ER, 
Wl:::tR'.r Y O.::imAD." 

The newspaper reported of the second sale: 

"SOLD. 

2 

The V<tluable \·l.,ter Power and Factory Prcp~rty, ai Harper7Ferry, 
~dvertine>d for scver<tl >~ee;;s in our paper, was sold on 'i'uesday last 
by J.lessrs. H<.mter 8. Conrad, Commissloncrs tor ,)25,000.--A. H. fu>rr, 
Esq., the purchaser. This property, includi~g ~chinery &c., for a 
Cotton t'actory, cost the company about $100,li0Q--but it catne.unde>r 
the beneficial influence of the tarlff of 1846. So much for home 
protection." 3 

Mr. Herr completed his payment of the t25,000 for Tracts No. 

If and 3 in 1859, for en February 14, 185'3, the Commissioners granted 

him the follo>~ing deed, which reads in part: 

2. Vircinia Free Pre~s, June 8, 185~, p.3, c.l. 

3. ll.Jicl, July 27, 1854, p.2, c.l. 
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" ••• all ih<' property both :rei!l 11nd pcrcon,,l, helongincr, <.<t tb<> tiw; 
of s<tid Siilo, to the s"id )l<orpe:rn Feny and ~3l.onandoi!h l:~nufilciurinCJ 
Comp<Ul)', on or adj<tcenl to, 01- connected with lh" idu,n<i in 3h<eno.adoJh 
river )War J:arpns feny, for:~e:rly i::n01m il.S Virginfu~ Ltt~ nmr embrac,,d 
-.;ith the corporation litdts of Harpers l-'erry excopiing a hand l"tl'•<', <It 

the ti:n<'- of said sale in th<> saw mill on said premises, '"'" exoopti.l\'1 
11lso a sr'"'ll dec>:: of r.~erchdnciiz;" and store furni{nrc, a.t the i_i,,,e ot 
sd. sale under the charcJ" of;.:,-, ftdara Younc::r. The real estale inclndc-d 
in this deed, and horoby intcnd<>d to bo conv<Oy<>d ocmLrac<>~ about six 
acres of land, lyiHq iJ'1n->di<~Hy upon said islctnd, and chi<>fly connitn­
ting the lmwr p.nt o~ it & having _upo:. it a large Factory b'-'ililing, 
and a nwnbcr cf othor b.oildi~tg:> and valuahl<> iml'roveJ,.,nts & part 1n the 
river and en thG scuth and east side of the river,,," 4 

Thus on July 21, 1854, 'l'rac'ls 2, J and 4 \Oero united under the 

com'!!On ownership of A.brah<1m H. H<>rr. 

Tf?t,cr rro. s 

Tract lio, 5 was o>med by Jesse Sohofidd from 1853 to 1855. On 

June 23, 1855, J.ir. Soho.fi<Jlci sold this pro~10rty to Abrahae1 H. Herr for 

~2,000. The deed reads in part: 

" ••• A certain !Jric;, Hoase and Lot or parcel of land on the I :>land of 
Virginius in i.he Shenandoah River n<>ar its Junction with tb~ Pctomac at 
Harpers Perry, ):;0ing all that lot or pq:rcel of ground, •.;ith buildings 
thereon, >:hich is now 01•nGd <>nd occupied by the Said 2chofi<old as a 
Dl-iCllinc::r Hous.- for his f=ily, and the s"'-"'e "·hich was excepted u.nci re~ervad 
from sale by him, in Certain Deed of Conveyanco of the said Island oi 
Virginins exocuted 
by Jas, Giddings, Jchn \-ierm,•ag and the said Jes~" Schofield and others, 
to the Harpers Ferry and Shenandoah J.lanufadurin(l Company,,,l\nd J;,r,inr: 
also in part, the sll!l'.e Jot which "as conve}•Cd by Joseph L. Smith, :John 
·,·iernwag and l1il:rc;raret R, his l<ife to the said Jesse Schofield by doed 
datad 2Sth )·:ay 1635, and of rocord in lh:e manner in Deed Boo>:: l\o, 20 
folio 315, whereby 40 feet trent on tho Street leading through the said 
Isl<tnd and 40 feet on the !/,ill Race was convoyed--ThG said Lot now fronts 
on the south side of the said street 67 l/12 fcot, and runs ba.c>:: to the 
Solid Hill Race, at right angl<>s with the Sdid ::itr<>et, the residua of 26 
6/12 feet h,wing been Bllbs.,guontly rurchased by the S<tid Schofield as 
part of the entire interest of Jo:.efJh L. S;:Uth in u.nd to th~ s<tid Islrtnd 
and oonvcy~d to tho said Gohoficld by Eenja. (J'ric..:l Truatee of J, L. 
Smith, by Doed •• ," 5 

4. Deed of B. & S., February 14, 1859, Doed Dook 38, pp.315-3lS, 

S. ~·· June 23, 1855, Deed Book 35, pp.l00-101. 
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On Cctol:oer 25, 1055, the ll<'"spaper repoctod: "!> large nuF..ber 

of di.i~cr.s of P~rpers Ferry left for Uw \·jest a fet> cvL'nings ag~ 

runong them Jesse Schofield and Family, Adam Youn<J &. r.1mily <~nd R. 

' II, Hoffr:-.an, the l<hole nUmb<~r amountina to 27," 

TiiACT !:0 , 1 

Tract Jlo, l ,,•as 01m<>d from 1!153 until 1835 Ly Hugh Gilleeoe and 

f•lexar.cler llro,.'I\, On Septe:;iller 16, 1854, Hr, Gilleoce put Tra.ct No. 1 

' in trust to secure a debt O\,•ed to AbrahdrU H, !!err, 

On Septc~r 28, 1854, Fontaine Bec~h~ & Son announced: 

"IRO:~ rrur:DRY 
The undersigned have leased the well J:nown IRO!l l-"'Uil;DRY, at P.arper,_. 

Ferry, in the County of Jefferson, Va.; lately occupi<'c.l and won:od Ly 
Hugh Gillecce, '.Che facilities of the lesse"s of prccurin\) the lx_•st 
stock, and at all times, afford a rruara~t~Q to th~ir customers of prompt 
and wori::manlikc Castings. They have ensaged the very best worbn~n o.nci 
solicit the patrona.~e of the public • 

They are prepiired to furnish all ;,inds of Castin'}s, ci thcr from 
their own, or ps.tturns supplh'd by their oustornor~and the prices il.S 
low as can be afforded any "'h"'~" in the ncighhorhocd." 8 

On Au(Jllst 31, 1855, Hugh Gilleece and AlexandC!r Brown sold Tract 

" tlo. l on the Island of Virqinius to A.. H. II~rr for i;6,250,00. Thus 

Hr. Herr in Au<;Ust, 1855, had become sole owner of lhe entire Island 

of Virginius. 

Island Industries ""d llanufacturcn l85J..l&6l 

6, Vircrinia Pre~ Press, October 25, 185J, p.2, c.l, 

7, Deed of Trust, September 16, 1854, Deed Book 34, p.229. 

8, Virninia Froe Press, Octobc:r S, 1851, p.3, <:.2; also Huy 31, 1855, 
p.1, c,2. 

Deed of B. & s., August-31, 1855, Deed Dook 35, pp.49-SO • 
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In 13~6 Drown cottons 1-mr"' bdng ma.nufa.cturcd on the Island of 

'" Vir<;inius by Cramnr & JiawkG at tho Cotton Fildory. 

The opcnttions of the "Island Eills'' m;orchant flour !:'.ills in 

1359-60 it. rc,v~aled by 'Lhe follm·dluJ netic<>: 

"DISXLUTIO:: OF CO-PPU<TI:LfiSI'I.P, 
The firm of hELC1!, l..EtG & CO., "'"" this dC>y dissolved by r.111tual 

consent, by the "ithctr-:n.•al o~ l·:r. G<eo. 1;1, Lcc;g. The Lusincss of the 
firm ~<ill be settled by l·iessrs, Herr & h'elch. JJ\S. S. h'ELCH. 

CC-PJI.RTllER3:'IP. 

GI:O, l·.', LLGG, 
A, H, HLW\, 

The undersigned h<!ving this day formed a Co--pa>tnerohip under the 
,.-t;yl<> of lffillf: & '.r.CLCH, will continue the liillirv;> bUsiness, and will 
be the sol<> '""nufactures of James S, o'ielch's best irunily Flour. 

A, H, fierr, 
Jas. S, HELCH," 11 

In 1857 John W, Rohr and Georce ~ohr Dpened a new industry in a 

new building on the lslcond of VirginL·s, advertisiP.g: 

''111f;G0l-l YAI-:I;;G 

"' BLACKf.:l·!l'l'EI I;G • 
The undersign"d havinq formed a co-partrtership under the f-irm and 

&ty1e of-

• 
for the purpose of carrying on thO> business of \,".'<GClll l·~·;J::I;;G tUD m~\Ci:­
SHITI!Il1G, respeotfully solicl t a share of the publio patron<><J"· 

Plows <>nd all i::inds of farming implements on hano., or rnade to vrd.er, 
.All bnds of repairing, Threshing l·:aohirccry, &c. &c., clone at the 

shortest notice, and in the L-est m<mner, Also, Hill Iron~ t·.ado ilnd 
repaired. Nm< brioK shop, Island Vii"ginius, J>ear Herr's l:ill, l!arpors-
l'erry," 12 

lfl, Vir"inia i'roe Press, DecernL-er 11, 185£, ,,,3, c,6, 

11. J!.l!i.,,. July 19, 1860, p.2, c.7. 

12, Ibid. June 25, 1857; July B, 1858, p,l, c,2; Decar.ili<Or 8, 1859, 
p.4, c.o. 
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In lil&O the firm also adver!:isccl: 

"RO!li\ &. lll\C'l'Ii:E:i, 
HI~I.-Ut'l"<ec·r.n;r;:~c oc· 

CA.'tElAU:.s, h'!,CCI.G, I~C. 

Hould in.for;o th~ public -.:hut thay h"''" on hand, a.nd ar<' nm-1 fini~hing 
an assortr.mnt of 

CPJ-:J/li;GES, 
J/CC,:;,L;;,ys 

J;J;D 

JJ.JCGII:S, 
WhidL 'chey I·Iill sdl on H'il.SonublC> ter.T,s. '.l'hdr Carriages, &c. 

are made of the Pest materials, and fini~hod in the best possiLle 
stylo, and '"arrantcci for tlJul~e mo=>ths. 

WLGCf'S of all !>izcs, froc.t Six Hor3e cio-.-m b> the li<;ht Express 
Wagon, on hand or "'"de to onicr, 1-;hich they will insur" for h1elve 
months. 

Tho above ""'""d a:rti olos manufactured by the01, shilll ood they 
warru.nt them ,, comroare Vli th '"' in -Lhe ccuntry, 

AH kinds "' .t;Ll',U.IH'G ill the above line will bc dona "' '"' $hort-

'"' notice, AH Orden;; liill "" prom;otly «ttcndcd k. " n 

l'h<> census of 1860 indicates th:>:!: ther<> 1-1erc e~pproximatcly 207 
H 

people living on the Island of Virginius in 31 houses in 1850. A-

mon0 these were John '~ornwag, "50 years old, male, /lachinist, born in 

Pa.; Johr> Rohr, 28 y10ars old, male, ''"''JOmnai,er, born in l·:ct.; George 

Rohr, 30 years old, \<iaQ<!~la;,.,r, Eorn in Ed.; Abr<lh= H. H10rr, 4S years 

old, male, torn in Pa. Vo~lue of !?cal Estate: Z200,000, Value of P<>r-

sonal Estate: ~30,000; GcorC'e J•:auzy, 60 years old, male, Agent for 

" River Co., born in Va." 

13. Virginia froe Preso, July 26, 1860, p.3, c.C.. 

14. l~ational Archiv10s ll. G. 20. Rocords of tha Buroau of the Census, 
Populalion Schedules of tho !eighth Co:l>.US of lhc UJLlted States 1860. 
Virc:rlni.l, Volur;1c 1~, pp.200-ZOG; <·Licrof"ilm !/eel 10, Voluru" 2, pp.l79-
185. Virqinius is include<.! <>sa part of Harpers ferry but nam~s and 
trades reveal their location. 

15. Ibid • 
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Harpers Ferry <n:peri<mcOO thr<!e Jt>OH" flood3 <.lu:rinv ihi~ p~riod. 

The first c<>I:l<.< iit Soplernl:>or, 1859, and the nc>wspape:r refJort"d of tlw 

event: 

"}IAll!S. 
The hcury rains of Friday ,1nd Sdtun.lny last, cau~C<d .:tll the strcans 

to be vor)' hiqh. Th<> She:lanciou.h and Poto;:oo:c Rivers 1/0T<O m~ch s~-oll<,:l, 
though not. as much so u.s on cn!ly former occo.sion~. 'I'he Nsenen~s of 
the houses en <::lwn<>ndoah Stred, Harpers-F~rry, ''ere of cnurse fillod. 

'I'he Cl1drlesto>.n Run""" illso very hi<Jh, but no dam.aqe was dDne, 
On all the stre"'"s, however, thG fenoin'J adjacent suffered, l·:any 

trees \fcre "-lso prostrated." 16 

In November, 1860, a second flood str"-c~ fiarpers Ferry; the nc·,.,s-

paper described it as follows! 

"GREAT FLCOD. 
We learn that tiuri;,g Friciay and Friday night, the ;;neghanies, !><<r­

ticularly on their l:antcrn slopes, in western }L;u·yland a;1d Virgbia, 
were vidted by rains of extraordinary steadin<>ss and vol=<>· All Ute 
streams forrc<.in.-;r ;:he sourc<>s of the Potom<~c, [IS ~<<>11 as those e:nptyin.-;r 
into it, ne'lr Cu".berland dr.d Pied:nont rose to a great height on Sat­
urday, 

Huch dm:m.ge has been do:><> the Chcsapeil.oc:<O and Chi<.> Canul--i"l OOing 
reported that the grand !lank at Dar:t t:o. 3, is enf.irc~y ;.·ashe<i away. 

1'he Shenandoah River was also very high, and our lian;<>r',- 2ern 
citizens will Le rrr<lch injurecl by th" mud, &c., in their houses." 17 

The final flood to hit Harpers Ferry before the outbrea,: of tho 

Civil \oiar occurred in ,-lpril, 1861. Again the ne· .. ,spaJXH reportecl: 

"GRD\T h'Alll FTXSIIET. 
The h~dVy rains have swollen tha Potow~c. Shenandoah and other 

strea."l1s to a very great height. Jiothing lj.,;:e it hils b<>cn ~een since 
18S2. 

The Daltimo~e & Ohio Rail Rodd hilS JXoon suhoerged bet1"c"n }iariins­
b.lrg and Cu!Jberland--though the tonnago (Jre>ighd train~ pi!SSed by 
Sahrday Night." 

16, Vircrinia Frc<> Pr~ss, Septeml:cr 22, 1859, p.2, c.2. 

17, Ibid., llovember 8, 1860, p.2, c.l. 
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"!J.t H<upers Ferry the IMtoor h'J.s within four feet of the R, I<, 
Brid<;c--th' stroets and ,1.-mory yard:; ware '-'""Pletely in~miatcd." 18 

A VJL'L'i or T::E IO:UJ;D OF VIRGI!llUD 18~6-11&\l 

Ho historic<tl uap of the Island of Yirginius for tho period 1853 

to 18&1 has been found, but w" havo located a "Vie>< of tb> I~land 

Virginius, in the Slwnandoah, at ll<lrpers Ferry, T;l};cn nea.r Jefi~·r-

son's Roc:,," Taken from Nature by Th, Socchs<>, Lith, By E. 3ach:;o 

& Co., S'ln Iron Build'J,, fultimorE', no date. b:s. J,v.,cs j':d~;in Be<tr 

of 1102 \•;estwood Avenue, Rictu.onci 27, Va,, per1.Uttcd us in Octob<,-, 

1B58, to obtain a copy negative of the very r<:~re ori~·inal litho~;rapl> 

in her possession. -._1hile the drawing is undated, a comparison of the 

print ><ith ihe 18~8--~1 ll\ilp and Fhotograpb~ llf-29, HB-70, and HF-119, 

all photos that uere mad<> just aft~>r the Civil\·,'ar, i:>dic«to not OI11Y 

that th" lithograph must hav~> OOen mde Lct1:cen 16!>6 a;,d 18:.9 but 

that the drJ.Hitlg is rer..ar!::a])l8 accurate in its deto~iled represen~a.tion 

of the bUildings on Vir0inius, 

1859 !IISTC{IC.;L 13'1SI: ;.~'Jl CF Vl~iGII:IUS 

Using "The Nap of Harp;>rs FerrY, Pl..tt of Harpers Ferry />m.ory 

Property laid off into Lots for Sale in Pursuance of the Act of Deo-

£mber 15th 1868, and Dosi(1I1ed, P,-oje<:ted & l·iappod by S, Ho,.·ell Bro1.-n, 

Surveyor, from the Original and 8ubsequent bUrveys in his Poss~ssion 

by Order of Capt. Dun'l J, Young Jtil, Storo,:eoper of Ordnance JlarpO>rs 

Ferry under tho instructions of the Ordnance DGpartmenl, 'o.'ashington 

City, D. C, Dil.ted April 2nd 1859, flpril 26, 1868", "'" tht> basic map 

10 • Vir~inia <reo PrGss, Aprll 18, 1861, p.2, c,2, 
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Vi:rqiniu.- in 1869. 'l11is hi~t<nical bnse Wlp is b<Jsed ml Jar:>.cos l~. 

Brotm's H,1p o£ 18~·i, S, llm.'ell Dro\·m's '""Po£ 184B-:::.l, Lilhogra:ch 

data from c!ocu~.<entary sources prcse:>ted in the ectrlicr chapter~ oi' 

thi~ report. 

Bld<J, i!o, 1: A one story at''"" .builclng, lhe Iron foundry, erected 

by 1824 Ly 'tm,'I\scnd l~c>:..ham as "-'' Oil llill and converted in 1B3S by 

Hugh Gillcece into un Iron Poundry. 

llldq, Jlo. 2: Tho "lsland Hills" Flour l·:ill, a 3~- slory stan<> L'>Jilding 

erected Joy Luther I, Cox in 1640 on appn>Y.i:,.tely the sile of the 

• earlier flour mill cract"d by 1824 by Fontuine Beckham o~nd dcstroy<:>d 

by fire in lSJS. 

Bldq, l,o, 3: Th<> S<1w J~ll, a l~ story haM> building, lCO by 3G feet, 

l<ith an iron Wilter "«heel, erected by 1821 by Le;1is \·iexm<<I<J. The canal 

or saw mill race servirtq the '"""'mill was also constructed by Lcmis 

\·le:rm1ag by 1824. 

flldg. lio, 4: t:achine ~hop, a threo ~tory stone huilcii:~o, 50 by 30 

feet, construcied by Le·diS ';•.'ermM,<J before 1831. 

Bldrr. }lo. 5: Cotton Factory, a 60 by 49 feet, four story brick building 

erected in 1819, wi"lh tln roof. This building is ru.s.,ing from the 1856-

11159 litho~rdptl and what appe<1rs to b<> th" foundation ruins of this 

structure are to be s<>an in Phote><;lraph Hf-70, which W<.\S t<1Ken about 

1865, It therefore <lppcus likely thdt the b.lilding was demolished or 
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dc~troyod l>y ~he <;rodt flood of AN-i!, lB~Z. 

Ll<k<, );o, 6 CoHen F,wtorv: Erected in lC~7 by t],e I!arpcrs f<:>rry & 

Shena.'ldcah J:anufu.cturin<;; Comr.o~ny, lo~{Ly 18 fc.,t, sh•ne fouaddtion and 

four slorios, brick, wii.h tin roof. Heated by stcar.l and lishtcd by gas. 

BJdc;, l:o. 7: A one and a h~H story fr=<'cl1·relling, r:roh:tbly dating from 

1834. 

~"· 1/o, 8: One story smith shop, proJ:;ah]_y fra."e and dating fro:~ 163-',, 

Dldn. lie, 9: Probably a Ei/;lall one story frilllw offi<:c for the ::;<lw illll, 

sto.ndirv;c in 181;1. 

~.- lQ: Prcbaly" one a~d a half :frame d•oelling house. 

DldC'", !io, 11: Cne story fra."OO Cilrriagc house (stundinq in 18Hl. 

Bldt. J:o. 12: 'lhree and hali story Frane Dwellin<:r Hense, brick filled, 

enlargc~~rom a t·.-·o dory houoe after 1B44, 

lllc:lc<. l!o, 1:1: 'i\·:o and a. half story frdl.;c> house, bric" filled and rough 

c<tst, this d~<<>lling house was frnlarr;ei.[Iroro a one story house after 1814, 

Blckr. lio, H: A one story hilffie d><ellhg :wuse, brick filled ancl roush 

cast, probably standing in 183~. 

Bldc<, J:o, 15~ A two and a)1alf ,;tory t·"o f=ily dwelling hous<l, stone 

stuccoed, The OOil<iing \;as standinry in 1834, 

Eldo, );o, 16: ''two story one family d·,•elllng house, 'l'his stone stuccO<!d 

OOilding was standing in 1834, 

El<kr. llo. 17: {; two story bric.:: dwdling house, prol:oably standing in 1834. 

Dlci«. );o. 18: A two story one family bric.:: dW'clling house, prohdbly stand­

ing in 1834, 

Bld0, l:o. 19: A two story hro family brick dwelling hous<>, probably 

standing in 1834, 
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• Dld<J, llo. 7.0: 1'\w story, ona fnmily brick: d-.,clling housco, probuLly utand--

in9 in 1034. 

BJ drr. i·lo 21: " two story bricl:. dwelling house, sbmdin<J '" l81!l. 

Hld9· l~o. 22: A hlo story stone d,,ellinq houce, stamlinn- '" l8J4. 

Bldo, ];o • (,3· A ~ocall fnw..e d-,,elling houce, standing '" 183{, 

• Bldg. ).'o • 24: A """ qmi " llalf f r illflO d«elliruJ house, standinry '" lB34. 

Dldrr, No 2~' Probilhl y " """ '"' ' half story frame ctdnll i ng house. 

Bldu. !lo. 26: A one ood ' half story frame J:uilciinr;, ' chopping 1:1ill 

erected by Hu<Jh Gillccce Jn 1810, 

Bldg, lio, 27: A two story d1"1ellinq house, prolxlbly brici::, standin<J in 

1834. 

Bldg, t!o, 28: A one story buildi~".J", probal;ly frame and a carriag<> hou~e, 

• sta.ndin<J in 1834, 

Bldg. lie, 29: A two story d·,.ellinv housa, probably bricl:, erected alter 

18~8-

Dldq. llo, 30: A one-story frarrte l:uilding, prol:oably a storage shed. 

Blda. No. 31: One story frame building, probably a carriage house, 

erecte<l after 1848, 

Bldg. !lo • 32: ""' story i>rick C:o"/elli.nq house, erected af-ler 1848. 

13lda. lin 33: A tl10 story dwelling house, bric,::, erected after 1848. 

Bldq. l:o. ' .. ' . ,, h;o :>tory J;;olliw; house, brick and erected after 1848. 

Bldt", No. 35: A two ,;tory dlH>llin.J house, bric.:o, erected after 1848. 

Dld". l:o 3G: A '~ story d,;olling house, brick, a ad erected <ifter 1818. 

Blda, t.'o 37: '"' Story Fra..oe building, proL<lbly ' d,;cllin<;~ house 

erected after 1848 • 
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CHT1P'l'E?. VI 1 ------
10UtliD L'f \'I~GJJ'IU:J' 1851 to 1870 

WAR Atm YLOODS 

In this chapter"" shall present d01ta a:\d maps rel<ctinq to the 

Island of Virginius after 1861, As a year ><ill toe devoted to 5pccial 

research on the physicul history of Har10ers Ferry durinCJ the Civil 

l<ar, ''">rill therefore in this sh1dy limit our r€marks to local 

historian Joseph Darry's account of the story of Virginius in the 

Civil \j.,y, 

11r, Barry wrote: 

"E.l.rly in Octol><>r Q_esD J-J. !I, H, }lerr, proprietor of the Island 
of Virginius and the larqe flour mill on it, having a large qllanti iy 
of wh.,at >~hich he could not grind into flour-his roill h"vo1n<;; t-oe:~ 

paTtially destroyed by some f~d~ral troops u>tder Lieutenant Colonel 
Andr<m, Lrother of the govenwr of H'ssachuseits, in order to l"""""t 
the confederates irom using it - ancl.- be;_ng <1. union man at heart, in­
vited the gO'Iernment troops to re;cto'lc the <;;rain to t-:aryl~no. ']here 
bein~ 110 bridge across the Fcto:n<>c at the time, a large haat was pro­
cured and a co;npany of the 3rd '~<i5consin regiment ir.,pressed th.; ftCw 
able-bodied m"n then at the place to ta<:e the uheat from the rnill to 
the L'<>at and ferry it across with the aid of the soldiers. The citi­
zens >~ere promised a liberal per die:n, Lut that, li.:e many other good 
promises and intentions, forms a part of th<> pavement of certain 
regiorl where it never free,es. Even the sacred person of the future 
historian !GarriJ of the town Wa5 not spared, CLnd to1<1.ny a heavy sac.: did 
he tote during ,.everal days, ... 

Suddenly, on the 15th of October- the second anniversary of the 
Brown raid- while the cltizen~ and soldiers were busy wondng at the 
wheat, a report reached them that Colonel ilahby, at the head of the 
Virginia milltla, was approdching from C~arlestown to put a stop to 
their work ••• ~arry then narrates the story of the battle of Bolivar 
1-Jeiqht~l 

ln a few days after this s.drmish a party of confederate cavalry 
entered th_e totm and. hlrncd l'r· Herr's e>:tcnslve TTU-11, lhereby in­
fliclinq <1.11 irreparable loss on the people of the pl.:tce. As ]:;.<,fore 
noted, Lieutenant Colonel Andrew had ~artlally destroyed it-that is-
he broi:;a up <1. part of the Ithlchinery - just enough to render the mill 
incapable of being worked, 'l'tlis damage could have been easily repaired" 
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"and if no further hdron had been done to it, the Jnill could have l~~cn 
put into worl::i.ng ord<>r in a f<>w days, The confcdcra.tes, ho»·avor, de­
stroyed it completely and the sh<lttcrcd and toppling walls are still 
to);,., seen (i_n 1~0::0, a monUI!le!lt of vancialisth <1l\d a rGpro<.~ch to cid-
liz<>d t·larriors," 1 

On July 61, 1B67, Abraham H. HGTI sold the Island of Vir<;Tinius to 

Jonathon C, Childf: and John A, HcCreight for i,\75,000, This deed rc<>ds 

in part: 

" ••• The I.o.land in the Shenandoeh River,,,ab:ove its mouth at Harpers 
Ferry; having upon it a large F"ctory Jouilding, dcsiqned as a cotton 
fa.ctory-Th<. ruins of a large Flo\lr rnanufactunng r.Ull; together ···ith 
oth~r builOi!l9S, Dwelling hcus<>s, &c, being the s,,me herct<>fore knm·m 
and chartered by the General Assembly of Virginia as the town of 
Virginius,., ," 2 

On August 12, 1868, Child and l{cCreight sold Solomon V, Yantis 

and Horatio R. Riddle an undivided third inter.,st in th" island pH>-­

' perty for ~15,000, On December 2S, 1869, the firm entered into a 

contract or Agrce1"ent with the Baltimore and Chio Railroad Co..,pany, 

grantinq the railroad a right of "'ay to the cotton factory {Bldg, 

• No. 6). 

On the next page of this report we include a tracing rna.de fro:n 

a portion of S, Howell Drown's 1869 map of Harpers Ferry- the por-

tion thereof sho>-'ing the Island of Virginius. lt is clear from cvi-

dence already presented and that which will follow, that the 1869 map 

l-!artinsburg, 

2. Deed of B, & S., July 24, 1867, D~ed Book 2, 1865, pp.285-287. 

3, Ibid,, August 12, 1868, Deed Book 5, pP.324-325, 

4, Contract, Decer:U:;..,r 29, 1869, Deed Boo" 4, 1869-1670, pp,464-
469 and a plat. 
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only sho~.'S the majol buildinrrs standillg on the islund in l8G9 am! 

th1.1t Brmm, l.'hu was interesl.ed in the Govconuuent lil.nd, m~de no 

ntterr.pt to d<>lineate all of the structure» 01duilllY standin<;; on the 

island Ott that d(l.te (See Photographs HF-29, HF-70, P.F-119). 

Histodan Joseph furry remarked of these d<>wlopw•nts: 

"In July, 1867, }:r. ll, 1!, Herr, an cxtonsive JTidnufacturer and the 
owner of the Isl,md of Virgillius,,,,sold his inter<>r,t at H<>qoers'o 
Ferry to the hrm of Child & J>;cCreight, of o;princdicld, Ohio, - }xlth 
nou QSOil deceas.:d. This property is ro~eantloally situated on the 
Shenand<:'ah "hich l::oounds it on the south. On the north and east it is 
bound~d by the canal, corlstructed to facilitate the navigation of the 
Shenandoah, and on the west by a wasta way of the cJ.nfLl cc!1'.C1Unicating 
with the river. 'l'he island contains thirt~cn acres on which t·tere, be­
fore the Har, twenty-eight rceat d·..relling~, one flour roill. one co1.ton 
factory, one carriage factory, o:to saw mill, a machine ~hop and a 
foundry. It >nll lw !emeif!b<,red that in l%1, shortly <1£ter tho sKir­
mish at Bolivar, a party of ccnfed,.ratcs Visited the to"" and d~stroy­
ed the flour mill. f'ro:n that time then' '·ldS no business conducted 
on the island until the S<1le of that property to tho atoovc ll'.entic:led 
firm. Those gentlemen, having dvailed the_o~elves of the talenls of 
Hr. \•iilliam P. Cochran, then so 1-idl knm-m fer hi~ thorough :.:nct·!l<>clge­
theoretical and pructical- of machinery, imrr.cdiutcly corrunenced ~ittinq 
up the cot to:\ factory for u flour mill. A lcuge force of men wus H,pL 
in employment for fifteen v.:onths, preparinG the buildinq and putda<; 
up the machinery, under tho dnection of!-:,-. Cochra:l. 'l"he wor.:cs t<."ere 
of the most approved description, set in :notion by four tur'-ol.nc "'!1eols, 
the power being that of three huncired horses. There were ten run of 
buhrs, which turnod out five hundred ba.rr~ls of flour daily <Hlct, on 
the t<."hole, it was said Ly aJepts in that business, to be a marvel of 
ingenuity, which greatly addGd to the previous and ~<ell established 
fame of Hr, Cochran .•. 

}loosns. Child & l!cCreight, the new pror-rietors of this desirable 
propeJty, soon "·on for themselves golden c;;inions ar.>o'"' the peo]ole 
of the place tor their courteous de1oeanor, and the succe~s which at 
first attended them, gave unillloyed ;;leasurc to all ~rith "'hom they 
CaJoe in contact. They associdted w~ch th~'" dS a rartner, 1-:r, Sclotoon 
V, Yantis, an old resident and long d merchant of llarper's Forry, 
where his character was of the very best as il business man and a 
geed citizen gonGrally. Of l:he twenty-ei~tht dwoll;ng~ on the island 
nearly all were put .in repair and the work perf-cn!lcd on the"', as "-ell 
as on the new flour mill, gave employment to ffidny >rho otherwise rr.ust 
have suffcrtod f-rom cxtroroo dtostJ.tution •.• '' 5 

5. Strang<> Story, pp,l6S--17l. 
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0n Septen.b.>r 30 a.nd October 1, 1870, Ilarpers l'oorr)c ""as ~truck 

by a qroat fle>od, \•,'c here quote from Lalter of lJs. Jo!m C, Child, 

who ·...r;,s living on the 1sL;nd of Virginiu.•, to Nr,, S.:..llio ll. Child 

and J:lss Lucy Child of East Thdford, Vt,: 

Letter fror.~ Emily E. Child (Lrs. J. C, Child) to Mrs. Sallie E, Child 
};iss Lucy Child 

Envelope Heading 
Return to Child, J.;cCrcight & Co, 
~janufacturers of flour 
Harpers l'"rry, 1-i, Vil, 

'D~ar J.\otl;el· & Sister: 

East Thetiord, Vt, 

Harpers Ferry, Oct, 7th, 1870 

I snatch a few minutes to <Jive you a fc·...r particulars of the dis­
aster that has happened to us here, The valuable pro;;erty belonging 
to the fir'" of >~hich john is a mell'.bar is a mass of rui"s and we have 
barely <>scapeQ wlth our lives, 1-!e hava no idea of the dang~r until 
it was too late io escilpe from tha I~lilnd. Last Friday to1mrds <>vo­
ning ihe water oO!:::rrtenc"d rising rapidly, Defore two hours every '""-Y 
of escape and all ho,:e of rescue was cut oft tro!:'. us. So we "'~re com­
pelled to stay ,,,ithin the crJnlbling \;alls ~·hich sheltered us from the 
terrible water ,;hich seeth~d and dashed around U5, There were twv 
bridges connecting the Island ".<ith the mainland, one W<>Odcm one near 
our house and the r<lilroad bridge. So violent '-"as the w,ter that 
these \<ere torn to fragments and carried a:;;ay. 

Aa soon as we sao,; thare was danger of the water coming into the 
house we ooJ"""'nc~d to tear up carpets and movinCJ furniture u]Ostairs 
but so hurried were we that we were cOm)Oelled to leave some and some 
was overlooJ<:ed so thouc;h '•'" sav€d the t;ul,, of our furniture, still 
we lost many indis;>ensible and some v".luable articl<>s. But our hearts 
are overflowing .. ~th gratitude that God has spared our lives, thilt 
our loss though he~vy.is, we hope, not in~osnible. 

Twelve buildinc;s on th~ Island (sot:le of thc1n heavy stone ".nd brici:: 
walls) are leveled to tha ground. Cur house is con~ider~d the srronqeBt 
residence on th~ Island and yet everyone thinks iJ it had not been for 
the walls of the old mill ~ldg. t;o. 2 or, 1859 historic".l base maW 
which stands west of us, it 'h"ould have OCen S1>'0Pt ""'"Y like cha.ff be­
fore the Wind as W<lS our stable and a bric£ house standing in our yard, 
Our bac" >:i tchml and all our outhouses a"d many tre"s are entirely 
gone so cOmpletely that we can scarcely realize thRY stood there, A­
cross the trac.:: from us st,nds a row of ~"<>lve bricO:c houses CJ!ldgs. 
21-33, 34, J5, 29, 19, lB, l"D, all ocCUJ>ied by terLants with the ex­
c<>ption of one fd!llily ((our r..inistsr, Dr. Dutton), All put their 
QOOds upstairs and loft their houses before d".rK, '.l'hree t<Unilies 
toot. refuge with us, the others 'Want onto C<l!C.p liill north of us, 1/ono" 

-133-

I 



• 

• 

' • 

• 

"of i.:hos<> ho:~s<=<' «rc "ntircly dc~troycd, bu-" tho kitchens ~nd <Ill of 
th" outhou~<>s an> carried ""'''Y· Door~ cmd Llind5 an' Hr,onch'd fro"' 
th<:ir hir,r;;~s. p<:~rlition walls lent cio·,;n, stair,uscs «hatt~r"d <~~d 
floors torn up, ln t>Jo of them the oniir<> I,-ont ,,•alls hdl out. 

Sunday, Cot, Sth 

The fc;undry ffildg, llo. [), s<mrnill C!>lctc;, J;o. :D, c<;l.rriage cho)' 
O<ohr'iJ ai\d miH;hinc shop ffil<'q. 1:o. {J vwre <:~.rdcd entir<>ly cn:ay, 
The or-tioco to tho mill """ also de~troy"ct and 1-ir. gccroi<;ht lost all 
his priv«.t" patoers, 

The o!le bright spot in the 1-'idurC!, next to the SOlving of our 
lives, is the J.all ffildg. l!o, G) t.:hich b coqxLrativcly uninjur~<l. 
~.'hoy lost sGvcral hundred ba.rrds, so:ac feed omd one of thdr so<.\les 
but if it were not for Ute destr"-ction of th·- r<>ce, could <;O to grind­
ing in a fe1: days, but the race is tho grca~<'3t calaJllity of all. The 
head gatcc are qone, \"!alls are torn do,,n <md the r<<c<' filled ·~i th sdr.d. 
lt will cost several thouscmd dollars to rc;oair it. They ha.ve alrcw.ly 
comroenc"d wor.<: on it if the ,,·eai.her is favorable, hopo to get it 1:1 
shape OOfore winter sots in. r;r. Hathaway, one of th<> partners 11ho 
moYed here irom Pa. last year i~ ~'oing to move bac10 this Nee.::. l:r~. 
llaCrei~'ht and ohild.ren a,-e qoing to start for Sprin9fi.~ld (Chic) 
this wee..c to spend the '"ini"r with.l·lrs. HaCreight's sister ~o I sllall 
be lO!ft here all alo;>.e ir, this desolat" place. Their houses "'"ere ,..onl 
injured than ours and very dct.'<":p (CIS ours <tlso is) and they were afraici 
to stay in th"m for tear of sicl,ness. 1 suppos<> "" are assuminc so;w 
risk in da)'ing h~re but our thittc;s «I<> h<>r~ i" confusio", our doors 
are off the hinc;;es and do'.m the river, so that we could not shut up 
the hous<O and though we \oiere invited to slay at the Yantis' who live 
on the hill until the house was dry, I ciec~ded to stay ar1a cia wfla"t I 
could to s<IVe such things as w~re 
injured. I cannot say that I feel very cheerful '"i th th10 prosp<?ct. 

To make 11\dtters worse our wo.""'m has not come bac<O sine" the day 
after tho flood. She keeps saying she is co::.ing but hd.~ bro,;en herr 
word so far. Unhl last Friday"" had 1-:.r. Taylor's fm:cily consisting 
of ei9ht. She was bro\lght here in the bed clo~hes not being ~lc to 
sit up. \',"e have had to do all our eoodng by a fireplace upscairs un­
til yesterday and have \\OW to coo<: cim<n and eat upstairs as it is too 
damp to eat downscairs. 

Anna has won:ced like a beav<er and l:mily has done all she could. 
Anna is one of the noblest a[ld sweetest gnls I ever sa" and is the 
Hdrniration of everyone that .:no,,•s h"I· he h'!V" all >lcr>:cod very hard 
since we hilve Laen here in ord<>r to save what we could until busine:;~ 
got start"'d and had just be\,-un to breathe easier when this disast<>r 
came. I have done all our sewing, dressraadng and "'illim>ry ·~ith i~.nna':> 
help since h"C have been hare and folt thdt l:1Y eyes and stren<;;th >~ere 
fast gfvinc; out, l::ut instead will t;u;e a new start und work on u[ltil 
I can see a resting place • 
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• •r,,'o h'ant to k~cp Geo:r<;;G in cchool if- possible an2 h<ld hoped 
to :::end hil-l awd.y ili"Lor Chri~t""'" l·ut all prosf.-€ct of H.c>t i~ over 
now, l fGcl rr.ore anxious about the chilctrc:\ 1 s ctiucu.iion them any 
other earthly thine; and there "r" no suiiable <ldVa:\t<J<;os for lhc:n 
here, 

1-:cn, I think ycu must be tinod of ihis long chapter of un­
plccs;mi_ f<>cts and I hope I chall be aGle to write " Joorc chc<orful 
letter next time. 

Our sohool house "'"'" swept <may and all the children's book<> 
with il. 'Ih<>Y """'"• Anna '"';;coially, to mourn over thDm rr.ora than 
anythimT <"lsc. I hc~ve wri ttcn in hdste <>.nd dor>'t knO'.·; «S you c<m 
read it. l must c.i.ose now alld hope to he",- from you soon--do 
write often tor'"' shall be 1t(>ry lonely, h'ith love fro'" us all, 
I am, 

Ever your affectionate ctaughl.or 
and d stc:r, 

I:. E. Child" 

Joseph Da:r:ry's account o£ tho 1870 flood will be follr~d on pages 

175 to 196 of his Shart<.c Story of Harpc:r's Ferry. 

life conclu<1> this chapter loy presenting tracings =de from per-

tions of two rr.a;;s, The first of these is d. Hll3 map from lhe ,'\:r-

chives of the Balti,-.ore & Chio Railroad Cor:vany, entitled "1-'lan 

ShowincJ Right of \·Jay, Buildings and Tracks Harpers Ferry, 1·.', Va, 

dated FebruarY lS, 1913," This ntap shows bnildi:.gs standing on thc 

Island of Vi:rginius at that dale, I have n~:red surviving pre-

Civil h'ar stn>ctures with tho saJ:Je set o!- munt:ers used on the 1859 

Historical Ease Jo:ap that is presented in Chapter VI of this :report:. 

The second map, entitled "Blue print, The Harpers Ferry Pape:r 

Co., 1925," was donated to the HonUinent by t::rs. James Cox Savory, 

R, D, ,12, Kenn0tt Square, Pa., in Hay, 1958. Th<> 1925 map qives the 

width of the Island of Virginius at various points, the width of the 

old Shenando~h C~nal and the depth of th<> water in the canal at vario~s 

points <IS of that date, 
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CET>P'TF:!l VII 1 

Slll·le'U-:Y OF I!IS'fCRICAL p,;·~;. l7bl 1-o lnGl 

The Island of Virgillius fro:01 1751 until 1Sl6 ~·as und<oYcloped 

land. In 1616 D=iel Nci'hG':rson, surveyor for J~fferscn County, Va, 

tool: out " patent for th<> island from the Stale of Virqinia as un­

claimed land and in 181'/ sold the property to Jolm Peo.chcr for ~l,ODC. 

Seven years later, in August, 1821, Pcach~r sold the entire island 

"together ~lith all and singular Hills, mill house, rna.chinc:ry •.• " to 

J=e~ Stubblefi<>ld for ::!15,000. It b thus uppdrent that th<' initial 

develcp:nent of Virginius cccurred b<:>h-Hoon 1817 and 1821, 

On f.ugust 31, 1824, Hr. Stubblefield si~'Il<>d an agree•oent >-ith the 

Shenandoah Canql ComP"-nY that provided for the improvement of the Hater 

channel that passed the island on the north side or inner side by means 

of the construction of a darn, loc~s and turning basin tor the Loats. 

Stubblefield W4s also granted the right to erect a dam across the Shon­

ancloah. Under this agreement the cunal ,,·as dcopened aetd a dara erect~d 

just below the lower loct:s to provide o~nd o<:ntrol the supply of >~ater 

for the canal, and also furnishing enough '""ter ""that the canal at 

this point could be used as a turnin~ basin. Th\'se improvements were 

app<o.rel\lly foul\d toLe :;uffioien·" in themselves, as the locks mentioned 

in the agreement h~rc never constructed. The d~ across tho river, 

mentioned in the 1824 agreement, was not erected until 1850. 

On Decernb:n 28, 1824, l·lr, Stubbleficl<i divided the island into 

four tracts, which were to exist as basic units until 1854-55, and sold 

these lots to four individuals for a total of :128,500, Inforr:.-J.tion 
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included in the dcects dc~c.-iLinCJ the boundaries of each tract incii-

cat.,,> that by 18/A the ba~ic ir.dusl.rics i_o be acsociai.<·d Hi th each 

tract until 1861 has! ll.lrcaciy !;can esL:tLlished. 1\bo r,,ost of the ciams, 

river wu.lls, "'"-tor channels, canals, and streets lh"t are to b<> soon 

on the lB33-34 map, 1-.·crc already sta•tding by Dcccml'<lr 28, 1821, Tract 

No, l, ~old to To>;ns0nd Beci,hruo for l>7,500, thu5 contained <ll\ "oil 

mill" c..nd t«nnc>ry in 1624, Tract No, 2, sold to Fontaine Eockha10 for 

~10,~00, containeci a 60 by 40 teet stone merchant flour mill in 1821. 

Tract Ho, 3, sold to Edwilrd h'a<:,-e:r' for $3,000, prot<lbly "ontained two 

stone dwelling houses in 1824, Tract J:o, 4, sold to lcHis \"ernwag 

for $8,000, contained.,. saK mill in 1824, 

In 1827 the island was incorporated as the Tmnl of Vir\1inius, 

hlt at :;o::~e d.;lte attar 18S1 and baforo 1859 Yirginius t;.o,car..e of-

fically a [:>drt of the ne11 Town of Harpers Ferry. 

In 1830 the population of the island totaled 89 persons. In 

1840 it nU!'"..i;.ered 113 people. In 18SO approxir.:atoly 186 individl!als 

redded on the island in 31 houses and 1860 approxi>aa'cely 207 per-

sons 1;ere living in 31 hour,cs on Yirc;:inills. 

l-IJS?O!<Y OF THE IJ;DIVEJUAL TPJ,c:rS, 1824 to 1861 

"l'ract 1/o, 1: This property ~'as owned by 1'ol•Tlsenci LC'c<=hiiill from 1824 until 

1838, It containod a tannery and waa operated as such by Deckha."' from 

1823 until his death in 1832. ln November, 1835, Tract J:o. 1 was leased 

by lillgh Gilleece, who converted the Oil Earl: Hill into an !ron foundry, 

Hr. Gilleece continued to lease the property ul\hl 1838, whe11 he <>nd 

l'lilliam Apsey purchased Tract t.o. 1 for 1)5,000, In Octot<>r, 1839, 
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• Gillceco pulch<o~ed flpsey'~ interest at a u-u~t SCllc f-or ~f1,J50. In 

April, 1810, GillO'<'CC sold Aloxandcr Brown an undivided one--third 

Gilleece <>.nd Bro;-:n fn>m 1840 until l85Ct and the Jron Foundry situated 

on this lot ""s oporat~d by Gilleece trorn 1B35 until 1854. lil Augu&t, 

1855, Gilleece and l3,-own sold Tract lio. l to FlbrahaJn H. l!"rr fg;,r 

t;6,2SO. In S"ptember, 1854, a.nd through at least 1855, the iron 

founili-y ""as leased from ~;r, Herr and operated Ly Fontaine Beci..hilltl 

& Son. The iron foundry was in op<nation until 1661 and W<.ls dill 

standing in 1867, when Herr sold the entire island to Chlld/ and 

l1cCreighi. Tha Iron Foundry l:ouilding ~IdS destroyed in ihe 1870 flocd. 

'l,,i\C'I' t:o. 2: This property was owricd from 1824 until l83S by Fontaine 

lleckhail\ and contained a merchant flour mill knm·;n as the "I5l«n<i Hills", • On Barch 23, 1830, Eec;;;ha."11 sold a portion of Lot t:o. 2 ~o Lewis ,.,'<>rn-

wtg, In 1830 the mill W<lS oporated by Bee"'''""'• anC: in 1831 by llec.:;h= 

in partnership with Daniel Snyder. From 1834 to 1535 "Che mill was 

leased and run by Jacob Staub. From June, 1836, until l8J8 the mill 

was then leased and operated Ly Rowland, Hefflebo\1er and Cor.-.pany. On 

1-::ay 1, 1838, HenrY Rowla;nd, Carter L·lilliamson, and 3illf!llol Hcfflc):;•:ll,·er 

purchas~d Tract No, 2 for \il4,607. On l·"iay l, 1838, \•iilliarr.son sold 

his one-undivided third interest in Tract J;o, 2 to Lysander D, Childs. 

In February, 1839, their mill ><as destroyed by fire. A new 3]- story 

stone mill was bJilt by Luther L Cox in 1840. Rowland, '.-lilli<tJnson, 

I 
Hefflebower, and Childs, sometin1e in 1839, ~old a two thirds intere~t 

in Tract No. 2 to Cox for ~11,000. On January 1, 1840, Cox sold thi~ 
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undivided two thirds intere~t to Daniel St1yd~r and Benj<unin Ford for 

$24,133.78. Snyder and Ford opcrat<>d the '"ill fro';1 1340 to 1842, 

By 1842 the fhm "''~s financial difficulty and the mill uas l~ased 

out by the Court until the legal questions could l;.n ~ettled. Thu~ ill 

18~3 the "Island li.ills" HGre leased for a Y""r by Philip Coon~. On 

Harch 2, 1344, Abrahi!m ll, lle:rr and John Herr, his brother, pu:rcha~ed 

'I":raot No, 2 from the Court for f.,H,OOO. ln July of 1844 they began 

to operate the "Isl.:~nd Hills" themBelves. In January, 1848, the 

partnership of Herr brothers was dissolved and John Herr sold Abraham 

Herr his interest in Tract lio, 2 for $5. Hr. 1\b:ra.h<tr.t J-!e:rr thus bcoa.''"' 

the sole mme:r of Tract )~o.2 from llHB until he sold the entire island 

to Child/ and HcC:rcight in 1867. Herr also operat10d the Island l·iill 

merchant flour mill from 18~6 until 1661. In CctoOOr or l·lovom.b"r of 

1861 the r.dll was completely destroyed by Confederate troops, who left 

only the ruined walls standinq, 

TRACT 1;0, 3: This property was owned by Ed;rard '·i"D.qer from 182'' until 

his death in 1832 and from th~n until 1633 by his eslatc. Tract Ho. 

3 was purchased by John B. Gildea on Septer:Wcr 28, 1833 for tf4,0GO. 

The lot at that date contained t1-10 stone d1:clling houses. In Y.ay, 1835, 

Hr, Gildea sold Tract t:o, 3 to the \·iinchest<n l: Potomac Railroad Com-

pany for <;4,650. 'l'his ne'' railroad, run':'i"(l fro::> '.o/inchester, Va., to 
>"~> o~.r" :~,.A,., ~- /", -~ "-., I}' 1~; ""--" .__,_ j, . .,- J, .. -~ ,.',·~: "'--. i .k.-. /· :· .•• J',. , JJ 

Harpers Fcrry'lon 1-:D.rch 31, 1836. !JetwCen 1835 and 1837 the Conwany 

constructed their Depot b.lilding and s10itches on 'l'ract No. 3, In 1847 

the Cornvany re~ved their Depot fro~ this lot and on July 1, 1847, sold 

all of the property c)(cept that occupied hy their switches, to Jesse 
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• Schofield for 1!1,500, ~lr. C:chofidd, in turn, sold l'rad llo. 3 to 

Augu>;l 26, 1847. This comp:~ny h~ld tiUe to Tract ::o. 3 until the 

qeneral sale of it~ property on July 21, 1854, wl"on it wa~ ac:;uired 

by Ah-aham H. Herr. /·fr. Herr owned Tract No. ~until 1867, when he 

sold it and the cr>tire hl<md of Yir<.;init.:s to Chilct/ <>nd l.cCrdght, 

Tract No, 3 h'dC u~cd from 1324 until 1867 as a resid<>r:ctal area. From 

1836 to 1847 it also contained the Depot of the \linchester & Poto;nac 

Railroad and from 1836 to 1661 the switches of thilt Cott'.;;.<~nY. TiLT<'<> 

pre--Civil h'ar dwelling hous<>n "'ere still standing on this lot as late 

dS 1913. 

TRACT ~:0. 4: This p:roparty Wd.S o><ned Ly Lewis ·,·/ern>mg, S:r., from 1824 

until 1832. The lot contained a liU'Jc »ilW mill, a m<~chine sho;o ar.d a 

numLer of dwelling houses. Tract l.'o. 4 Has enlaroed on ;.:a,roh 30, 1830, 

when J.:r. h'<nnwag acquired a portion of Tract Eo. 2 from Fonla.ine Eec.:-

ham. The saw rri ll and machine shop ••en> operated from at least 1830 

until 1832 by th<> firm oi-L. ~'<>rnwaq & Sons, which "'ds conPosed o£-

Lewis h'ern"·ag, Sr,, John 1-!.,rmmg, Jos<>ph P, Shannon, Lewis '.\ern;;aq, Jr,, 

and h'illi= Wernuag. 

On July 2, 1832, Lewis \l'crn,.ag, Sr,, sold on<> undivided ha.lf-

intcr<>st in Tract No. 4 to Joseph L, Smith d.nd Jam"s Hook for 1>10,000, 

From 1832 until 1833 h'ernw.g, Slilith anci Hoot opera.ted th<> saw mill 

under the firm na.me of Joseph L, Smith & Co. In July, 1833, Jos,ph L. 

Smith tool:: over the entire operation of the saw ,ill <md ran the luml.,:;r 

b.lsincsa until h" went banKrupt in 1836, 
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Cn July 10, 1833, Lewi~ ·,.;enn<il<J, Sr., cold Jos~ph L, S,jth an 

additional one--sb:th undividc<: int~rost il> tho islnad a:'ld on July :n, 

1833, l·:ornwag, Sr,, also sold ~o his son John •,:ernv.'a<;;, his reC".aining 

undividGd on<>- thin! interest in Tntot llo. 4; thu::: in 18~3 5miiJ> ov:ned 

an undivided 'lwo-thirds ;md John Wernwug "" undivid-:U oi\c-lhird in-

ter~st in Tract J:o. 4. J<'lm \''ern;.;aq a:>d Jos<'ph P, Shannon OJoarated 

the machine shop from 1833 until 1847, 

Both o\mers "ere involved in finilncial difficulties in 1836. 

John '.'crnwag, hO\l<'Ver, managed tO save his undivided third interest 

by lll<>rtg<>ging it for ~6,300 to Josias Pennington on January 20, l6~C:. 

Jos"ph L. Smith, however, >;as forced to declared himself banl<rupt on 

Septcn.ber 5, lSJ6, and his twc-thirds interest. in Tract llo. 4 l<as, 

therefore, thrown in Court until July -1, 1844, on "hich date it. '"'"s 

sold by the Court to Jesse Schofield for J.B,OOO. From };arch, 1839, 

until the final ~urchaso of the property in lB44, Schofield had leased 

the sa" 1!1111 and operated it. In l·iay, lBH, Schofield and John \:ern-

wag Si\JT\Cd an agrec!l'.ent with Jaraes Giddings Urlder which Giddings was 

given a two year period in which he was to attenlpt to sell t:·act l~o. 

4 for at least ~30,000. Unsuccessful in interesting northern capi-

talists in buying Tract tlo. 4, Giddings, on January 15, 1846, obtained 

a chillter from the Virqinia Legislature to incorporate the Earpcrs 

Ferry & Shenandoah Manufacturing Company. Giddir19s then undertoOK to 

promote and organi:::e this proposed company, by intcr<>ding Harp<>rs 

Perry business ,.,en in this endeavor, Ci<klings' h:o year ar)recment 

• with <<ernwag & Schofield t.cinq about to expire, the three 100n executed 
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• a ne•.,• sGcre~ agrocn''"'t in lia.y, lB46, e:donC:iw1 the time and ,v;redng 

to ~ell th<:> propcrly to the proposed company for ;,~7,0UO, Gid<.lin'}:o, ia tlw 

rnoantii.K!, used overy effort to c;ct the new compuny G•r(lil:ti,ed and 

:mccccclod in doinG ~o in June, 18;5. His double role ""-"unknown to 

the stoc:d>olclers 1<r.d Cidding:; '''ilS elected President of the cor.,pany, 

in which effie<> he serv"d fro1~ 1846 urctil 1051, 

In 1846 the co;;:pany begain the CCJnstnoction of a now cotton m11l 

on Trad tie. 4, This building 1;<>.s finished in lB47 and in production 

by l·:arch, .18H. On Au<]Ust 24, 1847, Trac-t r:o, 4 was sold to the 

Company by Schofic!ld and ;.;ern·,•ag for ~37,000; one-']Uarter of the sum 

was to lx! paid in cash aad the o-Lher thre>e-fourths in co,pany stoc.:, 

On Au<JUst 28, 1847, the company acquired "rract llo. 3 fror> Schofield 

• fo>: ~1,600. In Octob"'r, 1848, the stoc,choldars ,_,-crc informed. forth" 

first hrr.c, that there was a :1&,300 nortgarJe on John ',lcrnwag's one-

third inbnest in 'lract l<o. 4, 'ih<> sl:oc.:hclders had apparently relled 

on Giddin(;s to make a search of the title to Tract r;o, 4 and he had 

eHher n<>gleoi;ed to dD so, or if he did SD, he fililcd to inforro the 

stockholders of the mortgn.q<l. (Gicidings, -..,hile president of the 

Company, and negotiating the S«le, "'"'"'at the same time being paid 

by Schofield and 1·.'ernwag for selling the property to the Company for 

as high a price as possi~le,) Giddings succeeded in i::ceping his 

double role a secret L'Ut the Bo<trd of Directors Hi ihholci enough cash 

and company stock frcro the purch<~.~e mon<Jy owed \;Ternwaq to cover the 

intere~t and principal owed on the mortGage, 
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In 1318 a second coHon fuclcry buildii,<J "'"" started and the 

structure col:1pleted and in production in July, 18~9. Th1s factor)" 

'''"" l<.a.sod a:<cl operated by Corn<Olius John:;;on and lra Stanbrough as 

the "\''llloy CoHo:t Fuctory" hom Jnly, 1849, until 1$51. The Hmper~ 

Ferry & Shenandoah Eanfachuin<J Co,r:pany al~o leased out thair Sl1li th 

shops, sau mill and Jr.achino :;;hop during the period of HJ/r.; to 1852 

to ,·arious ma:mfacturers, In 1850 the company also built 'lh<> fir:;t 

Yirginius Pa< across the Shenandoah ~ivcr and constructed the river 

wall, with inner and outer basins and loc,:c gates, as is to be seen 

on tho l8b9 Historical Bilsc J.:ap that is prcsc;'l.tcd in this report. 

Ey the spring of 1852 the comJO<lnY was aFparently in hnancial 

diffioulti<ls and the stod,holders dGoided to s<>ll the co:opany pro­

perty at public auction on !lay 19, 18~2. A gro«t flood strucc: 

Vir<;rinius and Harpers }'erry on ,;pril 18, 18~2, and app.i!.rcntly de­

molished the cotton factory (Bldg. !~o. 5) erecl:•xi in 1849. (The 

factory is described in an advertiscmont for thG ,;ctle, dated r\pril 

8, 1852, but "' not mentioned in a detailed description of the pro­

perty dated December 9, 1852,) Creditors of th~ C0~0dllY, how~ver, 

blocbod this propos;;d Hay ,;ale aru:i the affairs of the COClpany >~ere 

ta~en into court. 

The corr,pany pro!'-"rly, including Tracts No, 3 aad 4, w<>re 

finally purchasGd on July 21, 1851, by J.~. Abrahom 1-!e;rr from the 

Court for ~2S,OCO, Hr, Herr held title to this prop<>rty from 1854 

until 1867 ,.-hen he sold the entire island to Childf and 1-rcCrcight. 

During the period 1854 to 1861, !!err le<l~ed the Cotton :·rill that 
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had been c~:r.pldcd in ln17-48, lhc •oachine shop, and sa>< 1nill to 

\"ariou~ Jn~nufachn<>rs, To these old inciu.~trics was also added a 

new one in 1857 of \la',)on E>ilkin;;. Fro::~ lBGl to lBG7, during and 

after the C11•il \·iar, thcso indu~trics ""r" clos,.d down. In 1867, 

after purchasing Uw ishnd, Child} and l·:cCrci<Jht converted the 

Cottc.n Hill (Dld;r. }io, 6) into a J:orchilnt Flo1.lr ~lill. The saw cill 

Wld<:J. !:o, 3) and uachinc ~hop (Bldg. J;o. 4) >rcre destroyccl by the 

1870 flood, Eld'J, l:o, 6, the Cotton FJ.ctory convertecl into a flour 

mill, stocd until ar-Parently destroyed by the 1935 flood. 

1~MCT lW. 5: This small lot, located in the center of Tract );o, 4, 

contained a two story bricl 
",. i 

d•.;elling house 'I\ \·<as sold by Joseph L • 

Srnith and John \\1erm·."'J, tha o1mers of Tract ::o, 4, to Jesse Scho-

field on May 25, 1835, for :,1500. This hou~c, used a::; llr. Scho-

fidel's residence, and the lot Wd~ 6·-med by Schofield fro"' 1835 

u~til 18~5. On June 23, 1855, 
,, 
.·.r • Schofi.,ld ~old Tract llo, 5 and 

the hou~e to liliraham H, Eerr for ;)2,000. ;:r, Herr retairleJ. title 

to this property until 1867 wherl he aold th~ entire island tc Child} 

and HcCrei<;ht. Thi:> d1<<>lling house was probably still standing in 

Hl3. 

TIICDUCTS CF TIJJ: ISL",:T:J 1824- lSCl 

Tho industries on the Island of Virginius produced flour, barr.,ls, 

black:soUthing, sawed and finished l=.!Jer, furniture, machin"' castinc;s, 

mill ryearing, agricullural machines such as plows and threshing !:'.ilchine,;, 

iror> Ltoves, grates, flllt irons, cast irc.n railings a.nd fences, cutting 

boxes, tools, machines, washing rnuchines, cc.tton Q'OOds, patent windc.w 

fasteners, Wa<;ons <Uld carria<;cs. Fralll 1624 until 1832 a tannery was 

also in operation on the Island. 
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.! 

l 
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CJlL.Pl'[i! IX: -----

1, :em:: ISIJ\.ND or Vlf:GI:11US '!\Jll!,Y 

The Water '•hods in the factories on the Island of Yil'giniu~ 

havo loHg l;een stDled and the buildings fallen into ruin. The 

Island loctay is coven•d wi lh a heavy growth of n~w brush and young 

trees. On November 19, 1958, Historian Philip ll. Srr.ith, Jr,, and 

the writer, armed o:ith the d11ta pre~entod in this report and a copy 

of the new lSSS Historical Base l{ap of th<> hlafld, set forth on a 

tour of explor<>.tion to d<>termine just how much of tho pTe--Civil "dar 

develor.ment o1' v,rginius Isl<tnd stifl remains to be seen, On the 

• next two pages will be found<>. copy of th<> 1859 Historical Base Hap 

of- Virginius on >;hich has beoa mar!::ed the historic ruins, that are 

still to be seen ilhove the suJ£-dce of the ground, To supplement this 

map, the writer also offers the following eo,oments on the indiv;du.;l 

ruins, 

Eld<'". Jlo. 6: 1847 Cotton Hill. Ir.~pressive ruins of the lOfby 48 

feet heavy stone foundations and arches; also hundreds of old bric~s 

lying on the ground. The hGavy stone river l<alls along Lano: of 

river are also largely in pluce, 

Dldg. 1:o. 4: Machine Shop. lw.pressive 30 by 50 feet ruins of heavy 

stone foundations. 

Wern~·cm's Canal: {runninq parallel to Bldg&, 4, S, 8, 7, and fj,) 

This old canal is still there, but has been arched over with brio;, and 

• stone and h£!nce is now la1gely undGrground, i'lh<>ther thi~ waa thus 
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covored Lefore or <>.fter lB55 is difficdl to ddermin<>. l'hoiogr<!ph 

Hf-490 sugg<>uls thut the cm1al was op<m in 1856 while Hf-70 indicates 

that r..o~t of it Hd6 covered by 1867 or th<>reabout~. From the location 

of the four open pit,, to be describod lat.,r, in relation to Bldgs. No. 

6, 8, S and 4, ho,.·ever, it seems probuDJ$' that at lcaat th~ section 

from 8 to 6 and 3 ""-" covered before lb55. In any c<ise, orr>Osi tc the 

sites and lUins of !lld\IS• llo. 6, 6, 5 and 4 there are today four op<>n 

pits, walled and arched with brid: and stone. Each pit has two arches 

in the west ·,rall and two arches in the east wall for the do1;mrard flo,; 

of water throu,-h the old oa<tal. The south wall of each pit has a sirmle 

arch whi~h must have perw.itted ;.:ater to flow underground hom the op~n 

pit into the shop or fa<::tory opposite lhe pit to ,.·ork the water wheels I 
• and then on into the river. These pits are qUite impressive, bein~ 

perhaps SO feet wide by about 25 feet and about 20 feet deep. These are 

largely filled with sand and silt so as to rend~r co~plete obs~rvation 

difficult. 

River \'/all and Inner Da•i" 

Proceedinq westward from Bldg. );o. 4 we found the top of the 1850 

stone river wall visible above ground level. The dcp.-ession which h'dS ! 
once the inner basin, on the riqht as one proceeds west•,rard, is clearly 

visible but is now high and dry above normal water level. The river 

has J:::uilt " lar<)"e sandy area, with qrass and tr.,es, on the south or 

river ~ide Of the old river wall. This large area of new land has, of 

course, been clearly formed since 1865 as a glance at photographs !iF-

119 and !iF-2'3 will rev.,al. This river wall for the inner b<lsin is intact, • -151-
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but all but the top lay<'r of slona in ncM '-"'lou sround l<'vd. 

<;- ' 
impressive runis of 'fhe brick 

three &r<::hes, as shown in PhotograJoh HF-29, arc ~till stuncling, ill.thcugh 

on~ is in poor cond1tion. This wort is also rw» abo'/~ norm<~l water 

level, although the river comes sb«ight do,.·n to h'ithin aOOul 10 ie"t of 

the lod: gate before it make~ a sharp hun to th£ south through a break: 

in the old riv«r 1;all of the outer basin. 

kailroad Bridge and Sluice~: Just to the north of th" loc.o gate, is 

the old sluicm;ay to tho inner basin. 'fhe old stone abltments of tho 

Railroad Dridge are still in place and in use and the old wat<>r cha:>nC'l, 

still visible, now serves as a road that passes under the :c<>.il:road 

bridge • 

River \<all of Outer Basin a:>d the Cuter iladn: \.1est of the Loci: Gate 

and running parallel with the railroad tract: thGre are still plainly 

visible two se<;iions of what must once> have been the> river ~'all for the 

outer basin. TMs is '"'"'Posod of rock and there <~re now small trees 

and srn'loll buslws growing on these sections. 

Sluicel•ay, CO Feet \hde: This sluice way, the 1824 guard gate, and originill 

entrance for all water to the various channels and canals of the isL.md 

has been filled in by the Railroad. The old stone a.tutr.~ents for the 

f-ormer bridge that once crossed this channel, ho''"vcr, are still in 

place, 

Water Channels: All of the old water chann<>ls and sm<~ll islands shm;n 

,.{ 
on the 1659 map aro clearly visi~le as definitely dopres~or loW ~rounq; 
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but, of course, they an> now normally high and d.!y •'lbcut tha no,-mal 

river lcvol. 

Bldos, Eo, lS 16 and 36: D<>fini"l.e stono foundu.lions <>.nd one corner 

Ndll of those buildings >mJ;e found, 'i'hc trac<:e of tho streot, o.lthough 

filled uith brush and young trees is also cle<;J.rly vis!.bh. 

Bldqs. 1\o. 17, 18, 19. 20, 35, 34, 33, 21, and 2.1: 1!o found<~.tion ruins 

of these structures ,,•ere found cl:>ove ground .t:.ut hundreds of old bricks 

litter this' area which is the site of brick d;,'Cllinq houses. 

Dldgs. No, 22 32 and '.-lel1: Definite foundation nMs and lU<JC> cellar 

depressions of llldg. l~o. 22 and 32, t"'? d·.~clling houses, were fmmd. 1\. 

fel< feet north of Bldg, No, 32 is a square ;oton<> "'all, ubout 3 feet hi~·h, 

of what was once proba.bly a well. 

Eldo. );..,, 2 the Island J-:ills Flour l:ill: Impessive stone Halls and 

arches of the foundation of this large building are ~till visible, 

All of the walls above ground level are <;one, but -.:h.-, foundations of 

the Luilding, which sets ustride the fonr,er W<tter ch"nnel, ,uo still 

there and part of the foundation walls perhaps 20 to 30 feet deep, 

Other lluildim·s on l8SS !•lap: A careful search was also =de for sur-

face evidence of all the other buildings shown on the 1859 ~ap, but 

nothing definite'""" discovered. It is quite proJ-.-<~bl<>, however, that 

much ;;,vidanc<> lies und;;,r the ground. 

Prom our insp~ction, the writer l~lieve~ tha~ ~he works and buil-

dings on Virginius have been relatively undisturGed by man since 1865 

und nost chang<>s and destruction has ~:<len a~-f<>cted Ly the great floods 

that have struck the island sinoe that date • 
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2, JUS'.:'Ol:!.!Qi1L ErC'l'OGl/!;C:S 

Tho 1856 vi~w of ~he ld;md of VirqiniuG >Jill l::e found on pa(To 

12(cf· this report anc'. all ether photographs, nin<> in numLer, will be 

found in !lpp~ndi,; I of- this report. 

3, HlG'£\7:TCt,L E'UILDU;c ru,;:S 

Ho historical b..1ilding pl<>.l\6 of the structur<>~ that once occllpicd 

Virginius lsland have been found and it is highly unlil,ely that any will 

ever ):,e lo-cated, All known historical maps showing th<> island of 

Virginius, hc~<ever, have h<l<>n included in this report. 

4, P.ECOlll'3l;DA1'IC'l;S 

As has been pointed out in Part 1 of this chapter, the Island of 

Virginius contains a n~r of very interesting historical ruins, 

¥.any of these ruins, hm,rever, ar<> covered now with heayY underbrush and 

are in poor condition. Hone of them, ho,.•ever, have a.ny meaning Dr 

.significance to visitors who today e;al.:: the two trails that ruP_ alow;:r 

the south and north shores o£ the island, and r,1o~ny visitors undoubtedly 

pass by hidden ruins without even noticin<; them. Problems relilting to 

the developo.:ent of the island thus seem to fall into two general cata­

gories, nanmly prcservatiOll of the ruins and interpretation of the ruins, 

In regards to the i'irst problem, i i is suggasted that heavy pla.nt 

growth be largely cleared away from the ruins to prevent trea roots from 

heaving- stones out of place 1md thus speed.ing up the rate of dotariora­

tion. This work will also serve to render the ruins rr.ore readily visi­

ble for viDitors to see. It is DUggested that the ruins be stabiliz~d 

as far as is practical in light of the .::ncwn power of flood~ in this 
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partic«l<n ctrc1:1, so ihJ.t thcGo intrrcstincr reHl<l.ins will survive as 

tion be carriod out to i<.bntify and '"'lrk olhnr structures that an> 

knolo'H to h;~ve lx!<!n locatco on the islund. The \·!crm:ac::r canil.l r;Ught <~.lso 

b<> clearod «t l<>ast in part, of sand and silt, Loth for dudy and ex-

hibit purposes, A chec:C of the ruins of the Cotton Fadory, Bldg. lie. 

6; machi:>e shop, Eldq. r:o, 4; and Bldg, Ho. 2, the flour mill, might 

' also turn up so:r.e <.>f the old water l>"lu:>els or machinery that may have 

been mried by past floods. It is nlso suggested th<tt the fon1er str<:>et 

leading fro'n the Saw NUl, Bldg, 1/o, 3( across the island to Bldg, J:o. 

2, the Flour !·:ill, be brushed out a:ld utilised 0.5 a o<oss trail conneding 

the h:o existing trails that no>~ run pdrallcl to each other on the north 

and south ~id<>s of th<> island. 

In addition to historical int<>:rest, ~he Island also contd.in~ a 

nurnbo:r of features oi natural intc:rcst,oruch as pl<mt life, Lin! life, and 

soJoe anir..<~l lifG. It is suggested that in int"rp:roting the isla.nd lh"lt 

historical and nature stories be corr~ined into one self ~~iding l<>aflet 

so that visitors will be given a ch<mce of p.:~rtai::ing of l:oth stories as 

they w11lk over the islc!nd, A good map sho>ring the island in 185S and 

surviving ruins will be a. basic :requi:r<>Jn"nt to cn~)le visitors to 

visualize "'hat th<>Y <1:rc vic"ing and to understand where they are standing 

in :relation to other features, lndividu<1l ruins should also be tr,'l.ri;ed 

with brief sions that give lhe n=<> of th" stll.!cture and also a nu::-ro:r 

that will coindd~ Hith a nllJ:ID<il:r uMd in th" text of the self CJUidin<;; 

ledflet, 
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Harpors Ferry J,egativo ll}'-70 

This photcograph WilS probably taken in 18G5, just 

after the Civil 'l.'ar, 'l'he llliliJ. numbers usGd here are 

the same ones to be found on th" 1859 Historical fuse 

~iap. Reading from leH to right, the largo four ~tory 

brick mill, Bldg. No, 6, is the Cotto~ Factory erected 

in 1817. 7he longJo"' building in ho-'lt of it is ~~ern­

wag's Saw !Jill, Bldg. lio, 3; to the risht of 1\, near 

the river is Dldi;l, !Jo. 7, then 8, und the ruins of the 

Cotton Fil.ctory, Bldo;;. l:o. 5; !ly Bldg. 5 stands :clldg. lio • 

37, note the open canal, next to the ruhs of l~ld<J. 5 stands 

the stone machin" shop, Bldg. r:o. 4. l?eturning to the 

Saw !·:ill or Bldg, Ho. 3, to the ric;:ht stands a shed, DlciCJ. 

No. 11, then Bldg, J:o. 12 and at the far riqht Bldg. No, 

13, In tha foreground are the traci::s and swit~hes (turninq 

levers) of the i<'inchester and Potomac Railroad, 

Across the Shena!ldoah River <1ra b" 'J"lverrunent dwclli!lg 

houses and the Piper to"'!\ Road UD Lou<.lcun Hdr,hts • 
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VE:G!l:IUS 0'< ;;:f...I:E•S JSlJ',!OD 1865- lB'/0 

Harp<>:rn Forry ):eqD.tivo No. l!F-119 

:I'his photograph"'"-" rr.a.de in 1665 or jusl after the 

Civil l'lo.r. In the foreground is to be seen the roof of 

present Bldg, l:o, 18, across the stn:•et the bri<Ok struo-

ture is the Armory StLtble, located on Shenando"h Sheet, 

Block F, Lot 2, Behind the stable is a po.-tion of the 

Shenamloah C11nal and beyond lays the Island of Virginius, 

Bldgs, numbewd as on the 1859 Hdtorical Base l·:ap in this 

report, From left to right, starting on far side of \·;, & 

P, P..R. tr<~.ob: Eldq. l·:o. 12, Bldg. No, !J, Dl<ig. );o, 15, 

Blci.], No. 16 and l::ildr;, r:o. 36, House visible beb;.,en BlCgs, 

No, 13 and 1~, across the street, is Bldg, i:o. 17, Bldg, 

No. 18, Bldg. No. 19, Bl~. lio, 20, No, J5, No, J1, l<o, 33 

and No, 21. 

On closer side of il,k, Tracks, by cars, l:lldg, l~o. 14, 

Bld\;. J;o, 22 and to right 32, 31, tll<>n apparently a cov~rcd 

bridqe to the island. The three and one-half story stoae 

ruin is llldg. >;o, 2, the Hour mill, to the right of the 

mill is Bldg. llo, 21, beyond aad to right Bldq. J:o. 26, 

the chopping mill; to the ri<Jht of this is h·h.at h probably 

the ruin of iron foundry, Dldg, 1:o, l; beyond u"d to the 

left of tho chopping mill is House l<o. Z7 and to its riuht 

• is small Dld<:l. No, 28 • 
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767 ..§!l.l<l:ilr;K',lJl CCIV17.·? .'I).'D l.S'IJ:J,'Il 
or VI11GElcc; 

Ori9inal Glass llegativc at 
Cettyshug !~.li.P. 
Harpors Forry ilogative llo. lli-'-29 

Phciogruph ta::en in 1865 or 1066, just: 
aHer the Civil liar. 

Bldgs. ho:-" left to right (Sec Bldq, Nos. on 1859 

Historical Base ;-;,p) The Hhitc stone stucce>ed Dldg. 

next to 1;, & P. R,R, Traok at left is Bldg. Uo. 15, 

next is Dld::J. 1\o. 16 and then Dldg. l:o, J6, 

Across the street, and in the H'<>r of Bldr:;. llo. lS, 

is prob>l:ly flldg. l~o. 17 with Llad:; roo£, then Bldg. llo. 

18, Dldg, lio, 19, Bldg, No. 20, and next part of roof of 

Bldq, l!o. 35, 

To the Tight of th£ photographs are the 3-:.- story stone 

ruins of the lsland J-:ill~ flour mill. 'Ihe two slory bric<: 

house in the right foreground is f!robal,ly Bldg. l~o. 32 on 

the 1859 r.ap. 

Note the dam across tha Shenandoah River, with the 

river wall, <>n<l th,-cc loc.~ gate~ diviilin') the area into 

the outer and inner ~sin, 
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Phoicc;:raph by Russe:n. cf Daltimore. 
Do:~atGd b) 1-;rs. !lGmy J;cDonald, 
of Stol-er Colle~<ore. 
Harpers Ferry l<cqative llo. I:F'-364 

The building" on th<> hill to the left are Storer 

College structures, This photograph was probably tai:en 

in the 1870's, To the dght, on Virginius Island are 

to bo seen the ruined >~all of -the ?lour Elll (Bldg, lio. 

2 on the 185S Historical Dase ~1.ap), and slightly !><>yond 

and to th<> right of the mill, D·.r«llin(; Houses i!o. 21, 33, 34, 35
1 

20, 19, 18, and 17, on tho 1859 map, The fo'lr story brio~ 

building beyond thorn in the <iistance is th<> Cotton Fac-

tory, Bld<J. i:o, 6 on the 1859 rJap. In the 18'10'" tho 

Chilc!-)Jc:Creight Flour !<ill . 
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Nation<>l Gcoorat.;llio file l!o. 110329-A 
Jla>-rc.rs Ferry J;or;C~tivc ro. III'-08 
Do:ta~ed by Jobn 1-'oony, of B"livar 
Heights and PHbburgh. 

Tl\is photograph shc1;s flood dlr.\,'-'JC to the icland 

of Vir9inius; the wooden bridge from the mn.inland to 

the island has beGn wa~hcd a><ay. 'Ihe picture was taken 

eith"r in 1870 or 1889, 
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JSLii:JD OF VIliGll:IU.S {<J5'.JJ'l' 1£00 

Harpers Ferry llegative l!o. !lF'-62 

This photcgraph "as ta:Oen aCcut 1900; note tho 

Lod::l;oo<.l !louse on Cwop Hill above tho laland. To the 

right is to l;e seen thG Child-1\cCreight f'lour J.lill on 

tho Sh<Hiandoah Ri var, the fo\u story brick: cotton fac­

to>·y,. Bldg, llo, 6 on the Historicill Rwe J:ap, ercd<Jd in 

181.7, To the left of the Railxoad cars ar<l to be seen 

various d;;ellings (compare with 1913 3. & 0, map) to 

the far left the photograph is to bo seen the ruined 

walls of the 1840 flour r.J.ll, Dld'). l!o, 2 on the 1859 

Historical Dase Eap • 
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llational c~ographic l'ile lio, 1103:JG-;\ 
Harp:ers Ferry l1egativu J:o, % 

This photograph >las tai.en in 18%, tho YNU in 

~;hich t.he C11tholic Church <>as re;naddlod; nate the 

11o<lf£oldin\l en tho chu:rch. To the left of the church 

and on tho loan.; o~ the Shcnilndoah, slic;htly abo''" the 

church, is to be seen Virginius Island, The l<>rgo 

four story brio,: building on the edge of the river, is 

Bldg. \lo, 6 an the 1B59 Historical l!ase Lap, lhe Cotton 

Factory erected in lB'.7, 
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