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This history of Isle Royale, wr1tten pr1marUy 

tor adm1D1st1'aUve use, vas accomplished 1n a winter's 

per10d (1952-3), rev1sed :'8.y', 1955. It reOects research , 
into the earliest as well as 'the most reaent literature 

mown to ex1at relating to Isle Royale. Yitbal, this 

oomprises oo1y a smatterag ot the wealth of human endeavor 

the.t has cheered, comf"orted, sorrowed the 11ves of Isle 

Royale pioneers. 

Mmy WO read these pages lrIill note errors, which 

we will want to correot. others will recognize that much 

more ought to be told about various subjects and incidents. 

It 111 very important that history be recorded v1th integrity; 

perhaps you can help to assure that Isle Royale t s destiny 

lrIill have been founded on honest, accurately insarlbed, 

memorable tradition. Please tell us ot your information, 

remeJDlranoes, or iJDlZ'ess1ona. They v1ll be valuable to us. 

D. R. Hakala 
National Park Service 
Jolly, 1955 
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I. THE PHYSICAL b.ND HISTORICAL SETTING FOR A NATIO~~AL PARK 

Islands, since the beginning of man t s recorded history, have 
possessed a romantic lure, a promise of security and protection, 
and an assurance of isolation. Isle Royale has offered all of 
these. Her geographi c s1tua.tion admirab1y dissociates her .!'rom 
civilized influences and land uses on the mainland - promoting 
sectn"ity and protection of this insular national park. Her moat, 
Lake Superior, assures a sense of isolation and delineates her 
bounds as no line or other geographic feature could. And the 
misty, romantic, distant thoughts with which we associate islands 
are more than realized in the mystery of her ancient miners, as 
in the mist of her ephemeral mirages. 

Isla Royalets geologic history, as recorded in her rock foun­
dat:fj.ons, goes back near a billion years. MiLny thousands of feet 
of 1ava in that Keweenawan time flowed, cooled and hardened; 
diastrophic movements of the earth I s crust tilted these nows as 
the Lake Superior basin formed. Now at Isle Royale 'We see the 
upt11ted, eroded escarpments of these basaltic lava nows - row 
on row of rock ridges looking from the air like the surface of a 
gigantic washboard. 

Following the extrusion of theae lava flow, or perhaps 
closely associated with it, was the penetration of the rock by 
InStal-laden solutions which filtered through fe.ults in the rock 
or through the pc:rous lavas themselves where various minerals 
settled out. During the early history of North America, a prim­
itive civilization found the metal laid dow in relative abundance ­
copper. We today are still able to discover veins containing small 
tragments or thin sheets of pure aopper in 1IIa.DY places on Isle Roy­
ale. And we find various semi-gea stones which 'Were laid dow in 
a similar way - in vesicles in the porous lavas. On the lake shore 
in :many places the mechanics of w.ter and trost has fragmented the 
basalt matrix leaving rough stones and bits of copper to the grind­
ing, polishing action of the wa.ves. 

Despite the great age of Isle Ro,ya1e rocks, the island itself 
is at very recent origin. Geologists have recent~ estimated that 
the island has been emerged from Lake Superior only about 5,000 years. 
Before that time glacial Lake Superior, which had formed in the wake 
of the receding continental glacier, covered the entire lowland we 
call the Superior Basin. As a result of the glaciation and reoent 
emergence, the island has a thin mantle of soil over most of its sur­
face; beach development 1s limited; and bt>gs, SwBmP8 and lAkes are 
numerous. Some morainal soils are found on the southwest end of the 
island where, as a result, forests are better developed and agricul­
tural use almost possible. The result. of glao1a.t10n on Isle Royale 
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are readily discernible not only in the above-water terrain but 
also in the harbors. M:lvement of the ice mass southwesterly in . 
the same approximate direotion as the strike of the ridges result­
ed in the excavating and scouring of the lowland areas forming our 
present fjord-like harbors. 

Isle Royale has these physical attributes I then; a bedrock of 
basalt, and on the southwest corner conglomerate and sandstone, im­
pregnated variously with minerals, the most significant one of which 
has been native copper; a terrain determined by the arrangement of 
the uptilted eroded esoa.rpments of lava nows of varying hardnesses.9 

the sorter strate. weathering more readily than the dense strate. form­
ing alternate ridges and valleys which give the island a washboard 
surface in \w'idthwise directionj a rocky, relatively beach1ess shore­
line, and a thin mantle of soil over most of the island; and a system 
of islands and peninsulas "11th deep water harbors between, the contin­
uation below the wter of the ridges and valleys of the min island. 
These geologic features of Isle Royale have their effect in molding 
her history of human use. 

Isle Royale IS geographio location is significant likewise in her 
history. The island lies in the largest fresh-water lake in the 
world, very near to the northern boundary of the United States. Fif­
teen to twenty miles of the cold temperamental lake separate her 
trom the north shore (Mtnnesota and Canada) and fifty to seventy-five 
trom the south shore (Michigan). Nearer to the north shore then, the 
island has a oloser affinity for the plants and animals of that bore­
al region. 

Lake Superior, as a part of a water highway, connects the Atlantic 
seaboard with the interior of North America. The St. Ia\4'enee River, 
Ottawa River, Georgian Bey, St. Mlryls River, and Lake SuI8rior, con­
necting with river and lake systems draining from and to the West and 
Northwest, constitute a natural thoroughfare for traffic into the in­
terior. Isle Royale lies along this route and, as we shall see, has 
played a prominent part in history as a result. 

Watervay access to Lake Superior from Hudson's Bay and thence to 
the Atlantic is also available. This was heavily used by the British 
fur traders in our early history. History bas yet to record, however, 
what real significance this water route, and the one beginning at the 

, (. St. Lawrence, may have had during American pre-history. We do know 
~ this, that the waterwY'S connecting Lake Superior and Lake M1chigan 
/t .vere used ~ an unknown people who mined copper on Isle Royale hun­

d1-eds of ,.ears ago and carried it dow the Great Lakes, down the 
Mississippi to the south and southeast of the present United States 
aI3d into Mexico • 
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Isle Royale's geologic features as well as its geographic loca­
tion have been strategic in guiding its destiny. Its present nation­
al park status, indeed, is a recognition in our time of the geologic, 
geographic and esthetic endowments manifest here. 

II. MINERS OF MIN01U - ISLE RoyALE ffiE-BlSTON 

t Discoyerv gt.: Andell! Diggingt . 

Long before white men arrived on this continent, a people vague­
ly mown to us had discovered native copper on Isle Royale. Likely 
the first pieces they found lv'ere picked up from the gravel of the 
beaches. And, in searching the beac-.hes further, jagged sheets or 
fragments may have been found in the mineralized veins intruding the 
basalt trap rock. 

It is ;.nteresting and deceivingJly eacy to speculate on snch 
early discoveriel:l J and in the ways that the a:oeJ.ent man '1IJB.Y' ha.ve come 
to form the coppa:- pieces into tools. The direct evidence concern­
ing the prehistoric mines, mining, and miners is limited; and the 
llterat.ure is so entwined with imagination, Indian legend, and hasty 
interpretation, that maIiY' theories have arisen, almost as many as 
there have been investigators, amateur and professional. What can 
be reviewed in this chapter rm.::l only introduce pre-valent thecdes 
and re'new the 'troad aspects of our knowledg~ to date, which may, 
as the facts emerge, prov'e to be accurate - or unfounded in fact. 

The red man's knowledge concerning the presence of copper at 
Isle Royale, at OntonagfJn, and in the Keweenaw Peninsula of Michigan 
was related to white man soon (lrter his 8.l"rival on this continent. 
The Indians were not, however, seeking or mining for copper at that 
time; iOOeed, they had few copper tools and deoorations among them, 
and viewed copper with superstition. The CW,ppewas had nuggeJGs of 
copper which 'they "oherished as household goels'!. (Kellogg, k,l.Y 
Narrati..n1 105, 11.~) 

The tribes of the Lakes region as late as 18;0 beheld Minong, 
the Indian name for Isle Royale, in awe and so did not frequent it. 
It-. John Linklater, a famous halt-breed guide on Isle Royale in the 
early 1900's, relates that his wife's grandmother and his own grand­
father remembered the goings of Chippewas to Isle Royale. The latter 
recalled the gathering o;l'l the Canadian shores and the ~emonies, 

dances, and appeals to the spirits oonsidered necessary before the 
trip could be made. <­

While the presence of copper in this region was known to early 
white visitol"S, the ancient diggings were not recognized until about 
the middle of the eighteenth century. In 1848, it is written, a 
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prospector by the name of Samuel Knappe, while searching in the 
Keweenaw area, discovered that the rubble in the bottom of a cave 
which he was investigating vas not natural. He dug through this 
rubble and came upon a mass of copper. He real! zed then that the 
pits and trenches in the area were actually ancient mines. Hence­
forth all such workings were sought out and excavated by prospectors 
on the Keweenaw Peninsula, unfortunately without regard for the 
value of artifacts which DI81' have helped to identif)' their mining 
predecessors • 

. en Isle Royale, where prospecting began about the same time, 
the Indian cU.ggings were not recognized untill871. In that year 
at McCargo Cove thousands of pit mines were discovered, some in the 
form of trenches, others appearing like shafts up to 50 feet in depth. 
M:s.sses of copper were found raised up on oribs, drains to some of the 
deeper mines had been improvised, and the tools with vh1ch the an­
cient miners operated were in evidence. 

These tools tell the s tory of how the mining was done. In the 
pits or nearby are found hammerstones (oval shaped beach pebbles 
about 6 inches in diameter) by the thousand battered on C.le or both 
ends) wooden and leather receptacle remainsj and wooden paddles or 
shovels. Also present in the pits where the copper had been mined 
were pieces of burned wood and charcoal. The Indians used fire to 
heat the copper-bearing rock. They then poured cold water upon the 
heated rock causing it to spall and crack. Finally, by pounding \d.th 
hammerstones, the copper pieces were sepuoated from the rock. 

Fortunately the intensity and duration of mining activity by 
whites at Isle Royale was not of sufficient duration to cause all 
the ancient pit mines to be destroyed as they were on the Keweenaw 
PeDinsula. Today great numbers of these pits my be seen much the 
same as they were left by the vanished miners. 

Follow.l.ng the recognition of the Ind1an diggings at McCargo 
Cove, similar pits were found at many other parts of the island. 
It seem, in fact, that wherever the vh1tes found copper the Indians 
had already preceded them. The extent of their prospects and the 
efforts of their 1&bars can hardly be imagined. 

St1¥l:les, Theories Jal Guesses 

Muly studies by archeologists, professional and amateur, have 
been made on the island, at Keweenaw, and at various camp, village, 
and workshop sites in the adjacent states. Many theories have 
arisen as to the identity of the miners. A.tees, Egyptians, Norse­
men, Phoenicians and Indians have been conSidered. ~ people in 
the Great lakes Region would like the theory proved that the ear~ 
miners were Norsemen or related stock. Johan C. Bander, an authority 
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on Norse mythology, tells of a legend that early in the 11th oen­
tu1'y a band of Vikings under Vidor penetrated to the Upper Peninsula 
and oJ)llrated the mines on Isle Royale. (Bander's theory published 
in ~~ !i!Jt! by Richard Lahti of Michigan DePartment of Con­
servation). He bases his belief on runio inscriptions found in the 
pl"ovince of Helsingford, Norway and on a story given him by an In­
dian in this country. 

"Cne of the old Norse sagas (quoting Lahti's ar.'M.oles) contains 
an· aocount of a voyage into a very big lake in a land across the sea. 
The saga tells of heavy storms, the discovery of the island in 6. big 
lake, from which oopper was obtained, friendly relations with the 
inhaMtants along the lake, a brie.f settlement and the return trip 
with samples of the red metal. Mention was also made o.f a red pro­
phet whose name, distorted by the historian, was plainly of Indian 
origin. Bander has also found trac-..es of Norse names and words among 
Mlch:1gan Indians, and legends of a former supernatural race of men 
who had wings on their heads which could ha\le been the old Norse 
helmet worn by' the Vildngs." 

. .' The 'Aztec theory resulted from the fact of their possessing so 
much oopper that is of Lake Superior country origin. Likely this 
was received through trade. 

Fred Dustin in an unpublished manuscript "lTehistoric Copper 
Mining on Isle Royaoe", does not hold to much IlUstery about the ideo­
tity of the ancient miners. Indeed, he concludes that the Indians 
carried on aotive operations until the advent of white men with their 
harder European metals already fa1:rica.ted into tools and ornaments. 
The collection of shards from three Indian campsitee, MJCargo Cove, 
Birch Island, and Chippewa Harbor, as analyzed by George Quimby (see
AmJ:. ktiquity, Vol.4, No.3) were of Algonqu1an (79%) and Iroquoian 
(21%) origin. An excavation at the Chippewa Harbor site by Dr. Guthe 
of the University of Michigan revealed the pl"esence here of only one 
cultural horizon, that of the above people. 

A research expedition under: the edirection•.,f the Public' Museum 
of the City of Milwaukee in 1928 (West, Yearbook of Pllbl1c MJseum 
of City of Ml.lwaukee) colleoted the oll1y human skeletal remains that 
have been found on the island. These were in a rock ossuary on 
Houghton Point and consisted of the bones of at least a dozen indiv­
iduals. Studied qy a curator for the museum, the bones showed these 
interesting characteristics: the skulls were long-headed showing no 
indication of deformation due to use of the cradle board (which was 
currently used among the tribes of the area); and shin bones were 
sharply elongated in cross section, which is characteristic of Amer­
ican Indians b.lt not uniquely so. That these skeletal remins an 
those of S01DB of the ancient miners has not been established. 
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Articles made or copper which originated trom Isle Royale have 
been found over most or eastern North America. and north into Canada. 
Tens or thousands or copper artiracts have been found in mounds and 
burial sites in WiscollSin alone; others in Ohio, and the coastal 
plain south to Georgia and Florida. The establishment or Isle Royale 
origin is made possible by the presence with the copper o:f silver, 
welded or grow into the oopper, not l!lepu'ate trom it. 

As evidenced by the !IIlmY work shops round away trom the island 
(none has been :found on Isle Royale), it is concluded that the In­
dians carried the pieces or copper with them a:fter a seasOD's mining 
activity to villages or camps to the south where tools and ornaments 
could be :formed during the winter months. Wisconsin has revealed the 
greatest number or village sites, workshops, mOUllds, and graves con­
taining copper artifacts, these pr1msrily in the counties bordering 
on lake Mlchigan. Michigan, primarily the towns of Boughton ahd Han­
cook along the Portage River, also has JD&nY' workshop sites, most of 
wh1eh have not been located probably because or the sparsely inhab1ted 
and less developed nature or the terrain. 

l:b1md BpJ ]dar' Strong Contenders 

The presence or copper articles in Indian mounds throughout the 
middle wst is strong evidence that these people may have been the 
miners. Florida mounds contain articles made or copper, while mounds 
in M1nnesota and Wisconsin contain, in addition to copper articles, 
sea shells secured trom the Atlantic or Gulf ooasts. The mound build­
ers wre thought to be a pl"e-Indian race but archeologists now generally 
agree that pl"eh1storic Indians had skill to ralricate articles o:f cop­
per. (Kellogg, Iml Frgm.ch Reg1"'@ 111 Wisoonsin i Northwest.) 

The possibility that the minersJIJB:¥ have been of Siouan stock 
has been considered. Radisson, the :first observer of Lake Superior 
tribes, noted that some or the Sioux wore crescents and stars of c:)p­
per in their ears. (WiSConsin HistoriQAl Collections as c1ted trom 
Kellogg, 1Jli french Red. in Wiscons1A ADd. Northwest.) Old camp and 
burial sites or the SiOUX, however, have revealed rew arti:facts of 
copper. The Winne'bagos, the Siouan tribe on the west shore of Lake 
M1chigan, must have acquired their copper through trade since only a 
rew copper articles have l),en round in their ancient sites. 

While investigators have searched far from Lake f\uperior shores 
:far the early miners, evidence increases that the miners may have been 
tribes approximate to the Great Labs country when explorers first ar­
rived. Most artiracts are round in Algonquian sites, as those associ­
ated with the Menominee and Potawatom1 dong lake Michigan. The motmds 
o:f Georgia and Ohio are probably Algonquian; the tribes o:f the Atlan­
tic coast in possession or copper when first observed by whitee were 
or Algonquian stock. 

6 



'When white man arrived in the Great Lakes country, the Chippewas, 
an Algonquian race, were migrating westward forcing the Sioux, their 
hereditary enemies ahead of them. It may be that they were reclaiming 
their homeland after having been aw.y so long that even their legends 
of copper mining had been forgotten. 

III. THE COMING OF THE WHITE MAli 

Earliest Explorations - A Sftarch :m: A Passage is ~ lA!: East 

The earliest discoveries and explorations of North and South 
America were incidental to the search for a route to Cathay and Japan 
in the Far East. The new world was a barrier to be circumvented. The 
delineation of South America was well determined by 1524 as a resu11f 
of Balboa's discovery in 1513 of the Pacific ocean by crossing the 
Isthmus of Panama, and MLgellan's circumnavigation of the world in 
1519-22. But the continent to the north was thought, until about 
1543, to be the eastern end of Asia. Expeditions sent to the coasts 
of the new world sought mainly for a passage through the northern 
continent. Columbus, Balboa, Cabot, the Cortereals, Ponce de Leon, 
Cortes, Pineda, Gomez, Verrazano, Cabrillo, Cartier, GUbert, Hudson, 
and Champlain are among the most noted. Muly of these in their re­
ports and diarfes spoke of the Indians' who wore or possessed articles 
of copper. When Columbus in his fourth voyage was visited by a trad­
ing canoe of Yucatan, the crew, acoording to Herrara had "small hatch­
ets made of coppe:r.1 small bells and plates $" Verraaan in 1524 saw 
many plates of copper which the Indians esteemed more" than gold (lJ'!be 
Voyage of John de Verrazano," CoU's. N.H. Histo:l":1.geJ Soo. 2nd Sere 
Vol. 1, pp 47-50, 1851). Cartier found the natives in possession of 
oopper. Champlain was pt'esented a piece of copper by Bn_ Algonquian 
who said tbat there were large quantities where he had taken this, on 
the banks of a river near a great lake. Powhatan told Ne1lfPort in 1607 
that the oopper they had "was got in the bites of rooks between oliffs 
in certain veins, a great distance north." (Piokering, Dr., .9btsm. 
History, p. 926) 

Spain was fOl·emostin the exploration and exploitation of the new 
world. Cortes' conquest of Mexico in 1519 whetted the appetite for 
wealth to be had. Il1az, aocompanying Cortes, wrote that upon entering 
Trispan they found that "each Indian bad, besides his ornaments of 
gold, a copper axe ••• we first thought these axes were made of an 
inferior kind of gold and collected lbbre than 600.n This Lake Super­
ior copper, although shiny, must have looked "inferior" indeed when 
compared with gold. 

A. I11l Frenoh Penetrata .thi Iml Y19UQ 

The French established pt'obably the first permanent industry 
in North America - that at Cape Breton. By 1508 French fisherfolk had 



established their commerce, and great quantities of cod were carried 
to French ports each year. Beginnings were also made in the barter 
with Indians for furs. These two businesses, along with the search 
far copper mines, were to displace the va:1n search for a J5ssage 
across North America am access to the spices and jewels of the 
Orient. 

The St.Lawrence River, leading to the heart of our continent 
and the Isle of our history, was hoped by Cartier in 1S3S to be a 
high'WllY leading to the south sea. The Indians he enoountered here 
were friendly' but reluctant to have the Frenohmen go i'Jrther. They 
spoke of the river and rapids to the southwest aDd the river ottawa 
to the narthwest which enters into two or three very wide lakes and 
then a fresh water sea of which they had not seen the elld. They said 
that " •••the 1II8.y to Canada was to the west and that the north shore, 
before Canada was reached, was the beg1rm:1ng of Saguenay, and that 
thence cometh the red copper of them named Csvge'tdage." (Jas.W., 
Voyage 1S35.) At the mouth ot the SagueDq, Cartier was given a 
large red copper knife (Baxter, 1@rtier, 1700-71; 189.) 

Mlny sought the route to the tar east through Ameriaa, and 
strong grew the bellet that the St. Lawrence led to the far ocean, 
first passing through a great lake, then along another drainage to­
ward the west. It was for the capable and obeerv.l.ng seaman Samuel 
de Champlain to first find the souroe of the St. lawrence and to 
disprove the presence of a drainage to the lIJ8st. 

DistribuUon. st IM1,p 1):1bes !f1lIA [kIt Visited E ~ l:im 

Before proceeding f'urther in our history, let us examine the 
distribution and disposition of the Indjsns which inhabited these 
lands, of which they were to be dispossessed. 

The Hurons occupied the country' from Georgian Bey, with fishing 
villages as far west as Gaspe Bay, at the time of Cartier1s first 
visits. South of them were the Iroquois, of related stock - but 
enemies. When Champ1a1n 'Visited the St. Lawrence country these peo­
ple had been driven to the west near Georgian Bay and· their farmer 
area occupied by the Algonquians, a roaming tribe as compared with 
the sedentary, agricu1ture-pl"aotioing Hurons. The Algonquians were 
hunters and generally of much lowr culture. Some tribes along the 
ottawa River and near lake Nip1ssing were more advanoed. The HurOIlB 
occapying the islands of Georgian Bq were the ottawas ot later his­
t017. The Chippewas and Potawatom:l. of Lake Michigan were allied to 
these. 

Southwest of the Algonquians ot lake Mlcb1gan d1ll81t the Illinois 
and Hlami, around the southern em ot lake fach1.gan. Closely' related 
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to the Algonquians r•. these had ceased to be nomads. West of the 
Sault in northern !1I.ch1gan and reach1n8 to Green Bay dwelt Menom­
inees. and Noquet, both Algonquian in origin. 1beir language was 
allied to that of the Cree who dwelled north and west of Lake 
Superior. The Menominee had 11ved here a long time for they had 
forgotten about aJ:lY earlier home. They received their D8JD8 from the 
fact of their using muah rice and were noted for a remarkable physi­
cal development and uniform f'riendllness to wh1tes • 

To the wst and south of these resided. a Siouan people. In 
historic time most of the l-I.ssissipp1 and Missouri basins wre 
occupied by the SiOUX, some loce.ting as far east as the Appalachians. 
In later history, torced west by' the powerful Chippe_s, the Sioux 
became wholly dependent on the buffalo ami horse. The Wisconsin 
Siouan tribe which is called Winnebago had resided in that area for 
a long time. Before the coming of white man the)" had left JJJalIY 
unique monuments in the form of mounds scattered over the north­
eastern platzs8 country. These mounds were used not only tor burial: 
Some are in the form of animals, hence effigy mounds, .which are be­
lieved to have been used tor ceremonial purposes. The Winnebago had 
a highly developed totemic system. The)" had some copper which they 
secured through trade trom Algonquians along Lake Superior and trom 
which they made ornamental articles mainly. (Brown, Chas. E. "Native 
Copper Implements of Wisconsin" and "Native Copper Clrnamants of Wis­
consin" in H1I,. 8gbeo1og1s1C, iii, 42--101.) The W1nnebagos were war­
like and constantly hostUe, declaring 1IIB1" on all tribes in thBir 
reacm. The otitawas neighboring them on the north, an offshoot of . 
the Hurons and primarily a trading Dation, harrassed them and rorced 
thi8 independent people into trading with the French. 

I 
The relocating of the Indian tribes during the early years of 

history i8 of considerable significance to our stor;y. By the time 
that interest was aroused as to the identity' of the early Indian 
miners, information could nolo~er be bad from the tribes bordering 
on lake Superior tor they were newcomers. Indeed, it appears that 
much mowment of the various nations had occurred during the centur­
ies betare white manls arrival so that the ethnology ot the tribes 
could hardly be traced. 

Explors,;Y91j gg IAlm SJgrl9.[ Cgppk.Y' - lbum]"n, Brule, 
Radissol), ••• 

ChampJain got as f'ar west as lake Huron in hisexploratiODS. 
His explorations were carried vest by )"OUDger men whom he had appren­
ticed to the IndiaDS to learn their languages, ways, and woodcraft. 
Brule aDd Grenoble were two of these. Champ1a1n bad also m-ought to 
the New Warld on one of his later voyages some Recollect M?nkII to 
Christ1.an1ze the natives and care for the sp1rit.ual welfare of hi8 
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men. About 1624 Grenoble told these missionaries that he had visited 
a place where the Indians vere taking copPer from a mine. Lagard, 
in his W,stoire sW C'§pada published in Paris in 16.36, said, nThere 
are mines of copper which might be made profitable if there were in­
habitants and worlanen who would labor faithtully. That would be done 
if colonies were established ••• About 80 or 100 leagues from the 
Hurons there is a mine of copper from which Truchement Brusle' showed 
me an ingot on bis return from a voyage to the neighboring nation." 
Brule may have been the first white explorer to Isle Royale. 

For thirty years after Ohamplain's death in 16.35 tribal wars 
with the Iroquois prevented \!estward progress. The Iroquois, DOW 
organized as the Five Nations, halted the asoendency of the Hurons 
and their Algonquian allies with whom Champlain had gone to war 
against the Iroquois soon after his oontact with these tribes. He 
had judged allianoe with the Hurons to be the more desirable, since 
these \!ere powertul, progressive, and seemed tractable to the teach­
ings of the missionaries. To add to the po1IIer of the Iroquois, the 
traders on the Atlantic seaboard - Dutch and English - provided them 
with firearms in trade for furs. 

The wily Iroquois, then, were becoming armed at the time that 
the French Jesu1t Missions, replacing the Recollect ltbnks, were being 
established among the Hurons. Despite the danger of macsacre or tor­
ture at the hand of the Iroquois the missions went OD. The Jesuits 
had a seal for exploration and a resolve to extend the f'aith, along 
with the fur trade, to the Indians. All that thl3y saw lilld experienced 
was written down so that the Relations, the pubHC'.ations result~...ng, 
tell us considerable about the life and timeg. \<ihi1e the mie sione 
were to leave an indelible record in history, the~T, along with the 
savages they had come to oonvert, were driven out or destroyed by the 
ferocious Iroquois. 

With the onslaught of the vengef'ul Iro~lois, the Algonquian 
tribes pushed westward until they occupied Hl.1ch "f W!s;::ousin.. The 
decimation which earlie1' had been w.:~ought 'i,h3 W.t!Jnebagoo by d~.!3ease, 

var and disaster lett the countl7 ope~ to the advance of the fleeing 
tribes trom the east. 

The colOIV' of New France bad hit bott.om with no support trom the 
mother country, herself in the midst of WB.r" The Iroquois pt1EIhed 
their advantage too far, however, for in pl1~.·3uiog the Algonquians to 
the west they fell prey to hunger, and then. uefeat at the hands of 
the banded desperate tribes theJ had come to destroy. 

With the defeat or the Iroquois, the rapidly enlarging fur trade 
again flour:'-shed and traders once more pushed wastward. Sieur des 
Groeei1l1ertl and Pierre Esprit Radisson Wal'e sEln'ii by the Governor of 
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New France to make new trading alliances with the scattered tribes. 
One of their voyages took them along the south shore of Lake Superior, 
over the Keweenaw PeDinsula to ChequaDBgon Bay. They visited the 
western Minnesota country and traveled the Pigeon Rjver portage route. 
These traders perceived that the north ws :the region trom which the 
richest furs could be taken. They returned trom a later exploration 
with a cargo of furs ftlued at $60,000, but unfortunately, since they 
had not received the governor's permission for the trading venture in 
advance, the whole lot was confiscated. Shortly therea.rter, Groseil ­
lier8 and Radisson deserted to the British, told them ot the rich fUrs 
to be had in the north country and helped them establish trade trom 
Hudson Bay. 

Copper Disgoveri,s - Ia Inceptive 1m: lxPloration 

In 1660 seven adventurers, Father Rene Menard among them, made 
their way up Iau Superior. On returning three years later thq re­
ported the existence of copper in Lake SuPerior, bringing with them 
a large ingot received trom the Indi8JJ8. The difficulty or the route, 
however, and the barllassment ot the Iroquois made it impractical to 
utilize this wealth then. (Pierre Boucher, Histon ~ C'p'da{ Paris 
1664, reprinted in Ca~ Roy. Soc. ~. 1896, sec. i, 99-168.) 

In 1665 Father Claude Allouez ws instructed to look for copper 
mines when he visited this country. Arriving at lake Superior in 1666 
with 400 It1d1ans , he named it Mer de Tracy in token of the obligations 
the people of the region were under to him. This is the earliest name 
or the lake. In describillg the lake and country he related that "far_ 
ther to the wst, on the same North side, is found the Island which is 
most falllOWS for Copper, and is called Minong; this is the one in which 
the Savages have told ~ people, the metal ex1sts in abuDdanC8, and 
in JIIU11 places 0" C1u. BIl., Vol. LIV.) 1&ter he writes, "the Savagas • 
respect this lake as a divinity, and offer sacrifices to it because of 
its size, for it is two hundred leagues long and eighty brMd, and also 
in consequence of its furnishing them with fish upon which all Datives 
live when hunting is scarce in these quarters .... It happens trequently 
that pieces or copper are found, weighing f'rom tell to t'Wenty' pounds. 
I haw seen several such pieces in the bands of savages; and sinee 
thq are superstitious, the1 esteem them as divinities, or as presents 
given to them to promote their happiness b,y the gods who dwell beneath 
the \1&ters • For this reas-on t.he1 preserve these pieces of copper 
wrapped up with their most precious articles." The Indians 'Were re­
luctant to talk about the copper but Allouez did learn about the' de­
poeits, called 1Imines" in the accounts, at Isle Royale, Chequamagon 
Bay, Ontonagon River and Keweenaw PeD1nsula and s,cured samples ot 
some ores. The Intendant of New France, Talon, became V8r1 interested 
in exploiting the prospects and cOJlllliss1oned Jean Pere' to tim an 
easier route to Lake Superior and to search f\Jrther £or copper. Pere t 
fotmd an eaa1er rout.e and A deposit. C')£ copper <1u,• .w. Iv, 237); 
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but from a later venture into the interior he newr returned. 

The fur trade during these times was revolutionizing the 11ves 
of the Indians. They quickly forgot the arts of their barbarous 
U ves when French cloth, kettles, weapons, and ornaments were intro­
duced to them to be had in eXchange for their old worn-out beaver 
robes and raw furs. Their econ~ obaDged so that while previously 
they sought meat and furs on]y as required for their subsistence, now 
they had to go deeper and deeper into the forests pursuiDg game which 
became scarcer with time. The Indian lost his independence and became 
a customer of the French. 

Jean Talon, first Intendant of New France, served his ldng, LO".u.s 
XIV well. The Dutch Repa.bUo in Europe had been subjugated in 1672, 
and France became a nation to be feared. In the New World France had 
control of the richest valley in the world, an area abounding in miner­
als, forests, and fur-bearing animals, with potentialities greater than 
all France. Talon, realizing the value of this territory, took formal 
possession in 1671 in a ceremony called the pageant of St. Lusson. 
Talon wanted to awe the Indiana with French splendor and power, and to 
serve notice on other nations colonizing the New Vorld that France had 
first claim to the interior valleys. SUllID.Oned by Perrot, a respected 
trader and interpl"eter, t:1.fteen nations wre present for the oocasion 
held at Sault Ste. Marie on June 14. With elaborate ceremony, chant­
ing of Latin hymns, prayers, processions, speeches, and exchange of' 
gif'ts the event was solemnized. With loud wioe St. Lusson proclai~ 

ed, "In the name of the Most High, Most Mighty, and Most Redoubtable 
Monarch, Louis, the Fourteenth by Name, Most Christian King of' France 
and Navarre, we take possession ot the 8fdd place Sainte Marie du 
Sault, and also of' lake Huron and Superior, the island of Caientoton 
(Mi.nitoulin), and of all the other countries , rivers, lakes, and their 
tributaries oontiguoua and adjacent thereto, those discovered and to 
be discovered, boImded on one side b;y' the Northern and Western seas, 
and on the· other side by the South Sea, this land in all its length 
and breadth." So came Isle Royale, along with all other lands of' the 
Great Lakes basin, formally into the French kingdan. 

The exploration of New France was pushed with increasing vigor. 
The next main event that history tells us about, but aside from our 
story, is the discovery of the Mississippi. by' Father Marquette and 
Joliet. 

Connict Iletwrm French §E Dritish, .~ ~ 1M1an 'lroubles 

With increasing numbers of whites heading into the interior, the 
expanding fur trade became difficult for the Governor to control to 
his own and his legitiDate traders r advantage. The Indian f'lotillas 
ceased to travel to Montreal with their furs; wlv'should they' when tur 
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traders came out to meet them. While illegal, this interior coun­
trY trade was carried on by' maz\y adventurers who became known as 
coureurs de bois. In 1680 there were about 600 of these 111101t 
traders in the woods. 

Duluth and LaSalle, in the meantime, extended the explorations 
westward mkiDg treaties with the Sioux and other tribes, and between 
the warring nations. The vork ot these two explorers, along with that 
of Tonty, Perrot and 1& Durantaye, in torming alliances among the 'West­
ward migrating Indians, averted possible disaster tor the French, since 
the combined tribes deteated their common eneJl\Y, the terocious Iroquois. 

later the Iroquois cowed the St. Lawrence settlements. An incal>'* 
able governor, laBarre, was torced to make a peace with them betore his 
expedition, sent to destroy the power of: the Iroquois, made even one 
assault. The western tribesmen had been organized by Duluth and others 
once and tor all to whip the Iroquois. 'When they heard ot LaBarre's 
virtual surrender, however, they quit the warpath and beat it back 
north and west. The power ot the French nov became very lOW, so that 
flotillas ot English, Duteti, and IndiallS made trips into the Lakes coun­
try from colonies in the present middle Atlantic states,. taking back 
loads ot furs with them. 

But a massacre ot M1.am1s by' the Iroquois in 1686 renewd the de,,:, 
sire ot the western tribes to avenge ancient wongs. The pun!t1ve 
expedition put in torae in 168'7 resulted in the deteat and destruction 
of villages ot the Senecas, the western-most tribe ot Iroquois. Two 
English exped1tion8sent to Macld.nac to trade tor furs were intercepted. 
The position ot Prance and her allied tribes was again secure. 

During succeeding years, 1687 -, Duluth and his brother La Tour­
ette were employed in asserting French sovereignty' over the tar North­
west, infringing on the Hudson's Bay Company monopoly, and in opening 
tor the hench the greatest fur countrJ yet exploited. 1& Tourette 
in 1687 lrought to lbntrea1 a large piece of copper, but again wars 
with the Iroquois put a halt to plans of: the governor to exploit the 
copper deposits. (Ll.S!l~ Q2a., ix, .344; Margry, vi, 52.) 

The Bt-itish never ceased in their enterprise to break the French 
monopoly on fur trade in the west. With much greater advantages given 
in trade, the IndiallS were lured to trade with the &Jglish at Al't:JarJy 
or tbrough the Iroquois middlemen. Mae or more times the value of­
fered by the French could be received, from the English for furs lrought 
in. Ditf'ioulties between the &glish and French in Europe were e1tend­
ed to the New World, and the constant hostility of the Iroquois made 
the Prench poeition precarious almost continually throughout their re­
gime. 
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Toward the end of the 1600's despite inter-colonial and tribal 
difficulties, fur trading was pursued so vigorous~ that the market 
beca. loaded. The King as a result ordered all tur traders out of 
the west, leaving only the Jesuit Hl.ssions. The Indians were hence­
forth to bring in their furs to Montreal. Except for scattered COUr­

reurs de bois this lett the wst practically' abandoned. Then peace 
was made between the French and English - and the Iroquois as a re­
sult were no longer in a position for invasion. 

AbaDlomnent of the west appeared ear~ to be a mistake. It be­
came the policy i~tead, to set up fewer, more highly developed 
sett1~ts, which DIlteria1ized at Chicago, Detroit, Mlcld.naw, Kamin­
istiqu1a, Chequamagon, ami Sault Ste. Mu-ie, the latter about 1750. 
Eaoh ot these colllllaDded an important vantage point blt was too distant 
from the others to DIlintain a secure hold on the savages who were only 
biding their time to turn on the French traders aM settlers. 

90nw ExploitAtion ConstantlY Dalates hY: Indian !l&r..l 

While immense fortunes were being amassed by some through the fur 
trade, the more visionary did not lose sight of the potentia11ties in 
copper. In 1710 the Intetldant of lev France wrote in a report, "It is 
almost certain that there are copper mines on the borders of this lake 
(Super~or) and in the islands within i til er~Elnt. There are found in 
the sand pieces of this metal, wtdch the sa~'e.ge8 make into daggers for 
their own use ••• They cla1m that the 1sla::l0. Minong and small islets 
in the lake are entirely of copper. Among the pebbles of this lake 
are p1e~ of a love~ green colore which Cl"l1Bh easily." (Chlorastro­
lites?) The French m1n1s'try thought the search for these deposits o£ 
great importance. (N.Y ~ CQJ.. J22s1l. ix, 865.) War with the Fox Nat1dn 
howewr prevented eij5!orations. 

An uprising, centering in the Fox Hat1on, against the 1nf1.uenee 
of the French and the invasion of Pox lands led to the pl"acUcal anni­
hilation of this nation. The fierce resistance ot the Fox, however, 
was responsible for the eventual dislodgment of France from her lotty 
position, and Jll"8pa1"ed her tor displacement 1:¥ the British. 

The French had been determined to annihilate this troublesome Fox 
Nation. other Indian tribes, at t1rst allied loI1th the French in this 
slaughter, later became susp1oious that the tate ot the Fox would be 
their's also, and turned to the assistance ot the aurvivcrs, increas­
ing the tenuity or the French position. 'lbe SiOUX, who had been push­
ed out of the Lake Superior country by the Chippewas early in the 
1600's, alone remained peaceable - until the French floiendsh1p with 
the Chippewas aDd Crees aroused Sioux vengeance. 

The first stroke of "I8l2geanC8 by the Sioux was on Jean de la 
Verendry'e, his par.ty of nineteen voyageurs, am a priest. Verendrye 
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was still in search of a route to the western ooean. He had in 17.31 
portaged to Pigeon R1ver and traveled up the border lakes to Rainy 
Lake and Lake of the Iloods, where he erected Fort Charles, continu­
ing thence to Lake Winnipeg. On a trip 'from Fort Charles in 17.36 
the massacre occurred. La Verendrye and his men had been among the 
first to traverse the Grand Portage, now coDlD'1e.Dlorated as a national 
historic site, which in the later 1700's vas to see thousands upon 
thousands of Indians, voyageurs, and traders. 

The war with the Fox had come to a point where aboriginal hatred 
for the French had broadened to inolude many ,tribes. With the French 
empire weakening, there remained no course but to make peace with the 
Fox and other recalcitrant tribes and to retain what they' could of a 
precarious situation. 

~ Copper MW,ng ~ lAB Superio; CountrY Rx lA Bogie 

Prior to the Sioux ermdty, f'urther ventures into the interior had 
begun. In 1722 Governor Vaudreiul had sent three canoes to lake Super­
ior for exploration, particularly in the vicinity of the Ontonagon 
River. Not until 1727, however, vas arry material suocess achieved, 
that by a veteran officer ot New France, Louis Derd.s Sieur de la Ronde, 
who was given charge of the post of Q1equaDlll.lon. At La Pointe he at 
last had oPPortunity to OPen up the northern mines. La Ronde had 
heard about that "fioating island of copper in the lake ,which no mortal 
might approach for it was.guarded bT spirits who would strike any in­
truder dead." La Ronde secured some llpec1:mens of copper and sent them 
to France to be assayed. In 17.3.3 he received permisB10n to operate 
copPer mines.' He built a sail vessel of twenty-tiw ton burden at the 
Sault to serve his enterprise which then developed rapidly. 

The main search was at Ontonagon where he established a mine. He 
employed experts from France and with them explored four places - the 
Ontonagon Hiver, the mouth of the Black R1ver, and two of the ollffs 
at the mouth of the Ste. Anne's Hiver (pl"obably Iron R1ver) • IaRonde 
made big plans far settlement and mining, most of which never mater­
ialized. But he did succeed tn taking out considerable ore and there­
fore is credited with being the first PE'&ot1cal miner on Lake Superior. 
Actua~, enough was realized from his ventures to pq its expenses 
and to reimburse the Royal treaB'U1"1'. (La Ronde's account in HH. m.n. 
!&lJ.. xvii, .306-11; Forsters' (the experts from France) on pages 262-6.3 
and .314--15.) 

The feud between the Chippewas and the Sioux stalled eXploitation 
and La Ronde died before he could further pl"omote bis mining venture. 

This vas the lASt attempt under the bench sovereignty to profit 
from the copper deposits. 'lhis was their last opportunity, for the 
Br1Ush were pushing ever westward, ga1ning the trade with the Indiana 
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and a1l1anOes with them, which left the French unable to effectuaJ.ly 
protect their posts and forts. About 1760 the French wre decisively 
defeated b1 the British at Montreal and Quebec. In 1763 in the Treaty 
of Paris they ceded their colotl1' which they had thoroughly explored 
and ~ctiwly exploited ft:1r furs fOt' over a centUl'1' and a hal£, 

The island with a kingly name does not appear to have been wll 
lmown to the French, but throughout their references to copper, 
M1:nong appears to be a prominent place for copper depoei ts • SureJ.,y 
among the hundreds of ooureurs de bois and explorers who traveled 
along the shores of Lake ~uperior, JDaD;1 must have landed on Isle Roy­
ale, so near to the Canadian shore where one of their main posts, 
Kaministiquia, was located. UlceR they trapped beawr on Isle Roy­
ale. Likely also some of the s,amples of copper brought to Montreal 
and eventually France were round here. 

The British entering the Great Lakes country after the defeat of 
the French met with considerabJ.e animosity from the Indians. MuJy of 
those to occupy the territOl7 were to meet death b1 massacre. Alexan­
der Henry was among the few to escape death at the hands of the Indians 
at M1.ok1nac. In time be,. gained the respect aIId friendship of the In­
dians and as a result was given the right to exclusive trade in the 
Lake Superior region. 

Jonathon Carver visited Lake SuPerior about 1766. Perhaps he 
visited Isle Royale, among other islands in Lake Superior, for he said, 
"There are JIlBJJy islands in this lake, two of which are very large) 
and it the land of them is proper for cultivation, there appears to be 
suffioient to form a considerable province especially on ne Royale, 
which cannot be less than a hundred miles long, aM in IDaD7 places 
forty broad ••• Even the French, who al'WB7s kept a sDlLll schooner on 
this lab, whilst they were in possession of Canada, b1 which they 
could have made this discovery, have only acquired a slight knowledge 
nf the external parts of these islands ••. Nor liaS I able to discover 
• •• that they (the neighboring tribes) had ever made a1J7 settlements 
on them, or even landed there, on their hunting excursions ••• they 
suppose tbem to have been from the first formation, the residence of 
the Great Spirit, and relate ma.rJ;T magieal tricks, that had been ex­
perienced by such as were obliged through stress of weather to take 
shelter in them." (From Alexander Henry, Trawls AlIi A4ventpres .1D 
CflllllAA· ) 

Robert Rogers, at Nt:1rthwest Passage rame, was instructed to 
carry on copper exploration, engaging a trader, Bostwiok, for the 
pm-pose. At the Sault in 1767 he hired Jean Baptiste Cadotte and 
proeeeded to Qntonagon River. They 'tribed IndisM to lead them to 
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the Ontonagon copper boulder, and while Ce.dotte allayed the fears of 
the savages with girts, they broke off pieoes with their hatchets. 

In the summer of 1767 AleDnder Baxter (son of the Russian Con­
sul at London) arrived at Macldnac, sent out as a mining expert. He 
was satisfied with the prospects and returned to _land with Bostwick. 
They aroused much enthu8iasm and gained the backi~ of Sir Edward Wal­
pole, the Duke of Gloucester (brother of the king) and others. In 
canada and the oolonies George Grogham, $1r William Johnson, Edward 
Chinn, Alexander Henry, and Jean Baptiste Johnson were enlisted. Bax­
ter used Point Au Pins site (near the Sault) for building a barge and 
forty ton sloop•. In rno this group, "Proprietors of'·Ml.nes on Lake 
Superior", took out a license. Henry had, during his trading enterprise, 
done much exploration and collected lJllIJ.1'I,Y specimens; by' virtue of this 
experience he was taken into the compa~. He said of the copper he had 
seen along the Ontocagon River, "The copper presented itself to the eye 
in masses of various weights. The Indians showed me one of t\1l8nty 
pounds. They were used to manufacture this metal into spoons and brace­
lets for themselves. In the perfeot state in which they found it, it 
required nothing but to beat it into shape." He later v.tsited the 
Ontonagon boulder "of weight, aocording to my estimate, ot no less than 
five ton. Such was its pure and malleable state that with an axe I was 
able to cut otf a portion veighing a hundred pounds ••• " 

On land in the vicinity ot Mich1picoten, Hen:ry mentions frequently 
finding pieces of cOppel' weighing trom OIle ounce to three potmds. In 
the season tollowing the building ot his sloop, Henry explored the is ­
lands north of the Sault. One, the Ue de Pontahartrain, said to have 
yellow sands, yielded nothing but large numbers of caribou. No preda­
tors were on the island, but so ~ skeletons were found "as to sug­
gest a belief that want of food in this confined situation had been the 
destruction of JDalV." (Henry, Alexander trayels 1114 !dDnture 1D Qo.u­
Wa m1 Xnd:lM Territorv.) 

The "Proprietors of Mines ll established a mine at Ontonagon in 1771. 
A tew men worked during that winter but refUsed to oontinue work in the 
spring after the mine caved in. They had penetrated forty teet into a 
clay hill and found SOIII8 copper. 

The scene of operations was then changed to the northeast coast 
of Lake SUperior. A win vas followed for thirty feet when it dimin­
ished to four inches. The oopper taken vas sent to &gland and the 
~ disbanded. (Nute, 1&8 Superior, has more details.) 

Ditf'icm1t.1e. BetwuP Amerigrm Colonists am ~ Britain 

While the Indians appeared peacable arter early years of British 
possession their attitude was not trustworthy, as had been characteris­
tic of them throughout history. The threat of the Iroquois was of 
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gravitude. To keep the peace the British endeavored to sloW' down ex.­
pansion of her Atlantic colonies westward to offer a breathing spell 
while peaceful settlements could be made with the Indians. T 0 the 
colonists it seemed that Britain was clel1berate~ confining them to 
the seaboard in order to oontrol them more easily. 

While the defense and deve10pDent of the lands to the Mississippi 
took considerable expense for' no immediate return, Britain decided to 
impose taxes to force the colonies to bear pu-t of the expense. With 
tile Stamp Act of 1765 a oonf'llot was begun which led to the Revolu­
tionary War. The Anlerioan natioDallsm already in existence was not 
inClined to the imperial connection since no economic advantage was 
apparent and the threat of France seemed removed. During the war the 
Amerieana attempted to get the canadians to join them as the 14th Col­
ony but the canadiaDS did not have grieftn08S like those of the Ameri­
cans against Britain. 

Fur trading in the Great lakes region was proceeding during this 
period of difficult.,. between Britain and the American colonies. The 
French traders bad been replaced by English, but the voyageurs and the 
Indians remained essential figures in the business. Even .after the 
Revolutionary 'War and the Peace of Paris in 1783 the rich fur regions 
west of lake Superior and the bot.mdary waters of northern Minnesota 
remained essentially British until after the War of 1812. 

Rm:L 1JJ.A Royale .Qama j;,Q :IibSl Unite" Stat<ll 

In 1783 the Peace of .Paris was cono1uded, one of the sections ot 
which defined the boundaries between Q:snada and the United States. 
Benjamin Frankli n was on the American commission and in his proposals 
ot 1782 suggested that the whole of Canada be ceded to the United 
States 'Which would remove any possible threat from the northern .fron­
tier of the Republic. ThiS, as expected, was refused but they (the 
British) vere seriously considering a boundary which would follow the 
45th parallel from the St. Lawrence to lake Nipissing. later, follow­
ing successes in Europe against the French and an e1ewtion of their 
prestige, they proposed a boundary following the Ohio River.. Finally 
the Americans offered the British two choices. the 45th parallel ex­
tended to the Ml.ssissipp1; or the Great Lakes waterways to the north­
west corner of the Lake o.r the Woods, thenoe along the 49th parallel 
to the head.ters of the Mississippi. The ac-itish chose the latter. 
Atter describing the bo'mda.ry to Lake Huron, the treaty read, " ••• 
thence through lake Superior northward of the Isles Royalo and Fbilip... 
pee.ux, to the Long Lake; thence through the middle of said Long Lake 
and the water communication between it and the Lake of the Woods, to 
the said lake of the Woods. n What \l8.S not known at that t1Dle is that 
the 49th parallel never l'rosses the Mlssissippi. The map used by the 
CommissioneTS, that of John lo!tche11 published in 1755, showed the 
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Ml.ssissippi arising much further north than it does. Isle Royale on 
this map was shown to be further south than it is; 'an imaginary is­
land Phillppeaux was included to the south of that. Benjamin Frank11n 
is said to have insisted on sw.l.!2ging the boundary line north to in­
clude Isle RoJa,le. The Bl"it1sh thought Isle Royale worthless and had 
no 9bject.ion to this. 

It soon beeame apparent that this boundary would not work 80 that 
in 1796 a joint surV8T was proposed. The BriUsh agreed also to remove 
their traders and garrisons trom American soil. A conee&sion was made 
to CAnada in this treaty, Jay's of 1794, that the citizens, inoluding 
Indians, of both countries were "treely to puis and relSss by land or 
inland navigation ••• and freely to carry on trade and commerce with 
each other.n With American expansion this could not last. As lon. as 
settlement pushed westward, suc08ssiw surrenders of territory were 
followed by new deJDallds. 

Indian resistance in the west, abetted by Brlt:l.sh trade with them 
for furs and presents to them of supplies and }rovision of arms and 
munitions, continued against Americans, with such as Tecumseh leading 
the eneDtV tribes. Augmented by' lIIBritime controversies the War of 1812 
resulted. The war was not effective in making aI\V' changes; rather 
oonfusion, reluctance, and even refUsal of armies to fight character­
ized this war. Isle Royale, while nominally aD American possession 
by the 178.3 treaty, was occupied by the British. To a void capture of 
the schooner Req9DU, the British-owed Northwstern Company secret­
ed her in one of the island's long narrOW harbors, there to a\f8.1t the 
end of hostilities. 

With the end of British - French hostilities in hope, the Bri­
tish forces were transferred to <anada placing the United States in a 
bad position. With renewed threats of war in Europe, however, Brltain 
decided to seek a peace without annexations. The ireaty of Ghent, 
1814, resulted in no clarification ot the bounde.ry ftoom Lake !hperior 
west\la1'd; the oommissioners could agree oDly to the provision of a 
joint commission to identity the line. While Great Britain olaimed 
that the "oustoJlR1'7 waterway", as understood &rter the RevolutioXll117 
War to be the boundary, was the St. Louis Riwr at the western extre~ 
ity of lake Superior, the AmeriC8D8 held that the }{em1rrlstiqu1a River 
in Thunder 19ay was the beginning of the waterway. Finally with the 
Webste.Mshburton Treaty of 1842, the boundary was fixed as it DOW 
exists. An extraordinary provision ot this treaty is that the "Grand 
Portage, from the shore of Lake Superior to the Pigeon River, as now 
actually used, shall be tree and open to the use of the citizens and 
subjects of both nations.a 

During the years following the defeat ot the French in Canada, 
the border lakes country was little aftected by wars, treaties, and 
changes of government. 
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Z1It Trade Bu-llIx iD .lAB Superior Qountry 

The two decades on either side of' 1800 saw the hey-day of' fur 
trading in the northwest and travel by portages and canOe through the 
waterways trom the St. 1e.wrence to the interior northwst. Isle Roy­
ale, while it may not have plqed a prominent part in the fur trade 
drama, was adjacent to the traveled route, vas occupied by trappers.
RI'Id ,...",,'hool.'t_ ....... ~-~ L-. -~--~ _..... ­

With .lmeri0aD8 in possession of the territorr, which Benjamin 
Franklin had insisted on baok in 1782, w can pt"ooeed with the American 
regime of' the Isle Royale StCXl7. 

c. American Territgry 

Following accession by the Americans the consp1ou.ous activity in 
the Lake Superior region remained fur trading. Not until 1803, however, 
did the American Fur Co~ establish posts along the border lakes 
country. In ten years the competition they gave the Br'1Ush companies 
was 80 great that the Hudson's Bay CompaJJ1' arranged to 181' Astorts com­
pany .300 pounds sterling ~ not to carry on trade in the border 
lakes country. This was kept up until 1847 when the American Fur Com­
J:llUJY' went out of busines8. 

Aocording to all records available, and the word o£ the Hudsonls 
Bay people themselves, that compaDY never had POlite in American terri­
tory, inc1ming Isle Royale. 
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The Americans were not as fast, as the British had been, in in­
vestigating their new domain for mineral wealth. One of the 1"irst 
exped1tiona ot note was that ot General Cass in 1819 who had been 
directed by the Secretary of War to search out am:l inSpect the north­
west copper mines along the south shore ot Lake Superior. Cass was 
aocompanied by H. R. Schoolcraft, mineralogist and geologist. This 
vent1Jre is reported in Schoolcraft ts Narrative Jourpal m: :cravels .tJ:9m 
DetroJ.t, lforthwest, ... , 1821. 

In 1823 Mljor Long under the War Department, accompanied by 
s cientit1c men, explored the border lakes oountry. In. return1r.lg they' 
coasted along the northern shQre ot lake Superior. Protessor Keating, 
in his report, remarks that copper was frequently seen. No mention 
was made of Isle Royale. 

No further mineral investigations of consequence occurred until 
those of Dr. n:mglass Houghton who visited the Lake Superior shores 
in company with Schoolcraft in the earlier l8.30ts. Dr. Houghton ts 
surveys were to have a Pl"ofOUDd effect on the developDent and exploi­
tation ot the country, so before we proceed with that part of our 
histOl"Y', which very int1Dlately includes Isle Royale, the develoJIDSnts 
ot a much older and already proven industry, that of commercial fish­
ing, ought to be related. 

Fishing Qper lj;1onl ~ 11k ROValf! 

The excellence of the fisheries of Lake Superior were very early 
realized, in fact exploited, by white men after their arrift1 on Lake 
Superior. Visitors to the Sault observed the Indians taking whitefish 
from the rapids of the Ste. !i!.ryt s River. Whitefish were also taken 
along the coast and in the rivers draining into Lake Superior. Fish 
were indispensable to the. Indians as they became .to the trader and 
early settler. 

The first organized effort to exploit the fisheries \oM.S that of 
the American FUr Company, headed by John Jaoob Astor. In 182.3 Robert 
Stuart, an agent for the original oomJ8.DY, wrote to Ramsay Crooks, who 
was to beoome president of the cOJl1Pl.DY when it reorganized in 183.3, re­
commending that a plan be evolved tor eXchanging Lake Superior white­
nsh for the corn, ~eese and other food commodities which had to be 
bought in CJdo and dellvered by the compaIl-Y. In this letter Stuart 
refers to an unprofitable venture by another Stuart and his wh1tefish 
speculation. In l~5 the company began its exploration of the lakes 
with the intent of establishing fishing stations. Crooks had been at 
Grand Portage and likely knew of the fine fishing in that area. He 
wrote one Gabriel Pranahere in 18.3' tbat the place 'Where the North 
West COJlll8D.Y used to get its fish was Ita large island not far from 
and directly opposite Point Quiw1nan." He also wrote to the trader 
in charge of the Fond du lac area, William Aitken, to explore the 

21
 



north shore to Grand Portage and also to visit I.le Royale to locate 
good IIites for fishing posts. Meanwhile the compBIJy had constructed 
at the Sault a schooner of ill ton named the lsdm Jacrb~, launch­
ed in lS3S to serve the fisheries business. Later the schooners 
WilBy Brmtet, aJ,gonauin, tAdeline, and Siskiwit were added or re­
placed shipe in this com~t8 fleet. (Boat information from Swine­
ford, mat'" Besoptoes S2l. 148 :wo!gr,. Most of information regard­
ing fisheries from Hute, lAB SUIlf!11or.) . 

A port was established at Grand Portage in 1836 and in the next 
year at Isle Royale, the latter placed under the direction of Charles 
Chaboillez, a half-breed, who employed about twenty-five men as c00I>­
ers, fishermen, and boatmen. Chaboillez also contracted nine fisher­
men who received $4 tor;··each two hUlJdred pounds of fish. The Isle 
Rqale stations were located at SisJd.wit Bay, Rock Harbor, Belle Isle, 
and Washingt9ll Harbor. 

Trout, s!scowet, and whitefish were caught in Isle Royale waters 
from June to November. Two thOU&!Jand pounds was considered a normal 
complement tt!1l' Isle Royale, 300 to SOO pounds for Grand Portage. 

La Pointe was the center of the industry from which tae lsUm 
Jaeeb AltO; and later vessels plied. 

The venture was a success until the panic of 1837. By 1842 pl'os­
peets had not brightened causing the failure of the coJ!lp8D7. 

Records of the American Fur Company, as reviewed fran Nute, ~ 

~iperior, give us information on methods and equipment used in fishing. 
~ report mentions that the mesh size for whitefish was etx inches, 
for trout five and one-half inches. Floats, headlines, and leads were 
much the same as now. 

After 1840 colIIIDBrcial fishing declined in favor of two other in­
dustries that were emerging in the lakes country. Settlers arriving 
on leks Superior shores, however, begatl fishing without delay, likely 
beDause most of them - Norwegians, Swedes, FimJS - had made a liveli­
hood from fishing in their homeland. During eDSuing years, among the 
major fisheries to operate were those established at Bayfield, St. 
Louis River, Ashland, the s~etch between Ontonagon and L'Anse, Mar­
quette, Whitefish Point, Sault Ste. M1r1e, and along the no;rth shore 
from Duluth to Isle Royale. 

Charles Jackson, U.S.Geologieal Surveyo\", observed the fisheries 
operation on Isle Royale at the time of his reconnaissance of the is­
land iD 1847. Regarding the al:andoned location or an American Fur 
Comp!l~ post near Washington Harbor, he relates on August 6, "lor. -: 
Corey aocompsnied us in his boat from his location (on north shore) 
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to Washington Harbor, and, as we crossed over the bey, he went to one 
of the small islands where the Franklin Compal>y has a location, while 
we went to Card's point, and· camped near his cabin. The American Fur 
Com~ formerly had a location here lor Siskowit and trout fishing, 
and had cleared a oonsiderable traot of land and corded up the cut 
wood, which is now all rotten - the company hav.1ng soon abandoned the 
place." On August 11 he, " ••• visited the fishing station formerly 
established here b,y the American Fur Co~ and found Messrs. J. 
Blackwood, Geoqe Bolles, David Bubee, and Frederick ~rs engaged in 
packing Siskowit and lake trout. They informed us that they caught, 
salted, and packed up sixty barrels of fish last season, between July 
aDd November, and they calculate to pack upwards ot 500 barrels of them 
this year." 

M1PKalpg1ca1 InyestigatiODl ADSl IaIIi Suryexs 

Jackson's min observations were, of course, mineralogical. Aside 
trom copper prospeots, he was shown the curious greenstones b,y John H. 
Blake ot the Ohio and Isle Royale Mining Co~. Jackson named the 
new mineral, ohlorastrolite, publishing a description of it in the 
JourM;L m: Boston Sooietx gJ: Natural Histon, Volume 5. 

An earlier geologist, the one responsible for the first definite 
information on the copper deposits of Upper Michigan and Isle Royale, 
Douglass Houghton, state geologist, visited the island in the ear17 
1830's. Later he began a combined geological and topographical survey 
of the Jdneral lands under a commlssion from the State of Michigan. 
His first report in lSU aroused the interest of the Dation in the pa­
tential wealtb of the region, only recently referred to as "a wild 
tract of twenty thousand miles of howling wilderness." When lotlchigan 
was admitted as a state in 1837 the Upper Peninsula was accepted in 
exchange tor the Toledo tract with extreme reluctance. The copper and 
"ther mineral lands, in addition to the wealth ot lumber, were to 
change that attitude in a few years. (Channing, IJa ~ !Jl. .!ih! Great 
takes, 1909.) 

After Houghton I s pl"eliminary reconnaissance, which earned him the 
appellatiOn of "backwoods mineralogist", he entered into a contract 
with the U.s .Government to execute the linear surwy in connection 
with the other surveys so that mining locations could be granted. Wil­
liam A. Burt, surveyor, had only recently invented and demonstrated 
the merit of the solar compass which greatly expedited the survey 
through the metalliferous lands. Houghton was able to complete only 
one year of ~s work \/hen he met a tragic death b,y drowning in lake 
Superior ott Fagle River late in the fall of 1847. His work had been 
well begun so that his successors readily completed it. 

The larJds that were being explored and surveyed bad only recently 
been acquired from the India!l8 by' treaties. The following are pertin­



ent to the mineral lands: 1. With Ottawas and Chippewas, concluded 
tJarch 28, 1778; ratified »q 27, 1836 ceding lands now in the UpPer 
Peninsula bordered on the west by the Escanaba and Chooolate Rivers. 
2. With the Menominees, concluded September 3, ,1836; ratified 
Fe'bruary 15, 1837 ceding a tract eaet of Fscanaba River, south tQ 
Green Bay, and west to Menominee. 3 • With Chippewas of Mlssissippi 
and Lake Superior, conoluded October 4, 1842, ratified Mlrch 23, 1843 
ceding the remainder of the district washed by' Lake Superior to the 
north and present Michigan-Wisconsin boundary line. Isle Royale was 
included in this treaty, although it is said that the Indians have 
questioned this. 

In anticipation of the development ()f the mineral lands and 
expulsion of the Indians, Fort Wilk1ns, located near Copper Harbor 
on the KeWeIl8.W Peninsula, was authorized b1 the War Department in 
1844. Its purpose was "to CountelJ8J1C8 the miners and protect them, 
and to encourage the migration of the Indians trom Mlchigan when the 
time for their remo'V8.l came." (James Fisher, "Fort Wi1ldns II in &£h. 
&At. 29, 1945.) . 

In 1847 William Ives was pushing his rectangular survey of Isle 
Royale. It is probable that more difficult country to traverse bad 
never previously been surveyed so that the excellence of lve's work 
warrants special note. In that year D1Uoh activity was seen on the 
island which, according to lane (~. ~:~_Z !2l. !1\.gh. Vol. VI), 
"presented perhaps as lively a scene as ever in its history." 

Jackson's report of 1849 shows that the islaDd margin in 1847 
was dotted with explorations. Thousands had responded to Houghton's 
pronouneement regarding copper, and hundreds of these Wl?'..nted a chunk 
of the "floating island of copper". Jackson gives us an idea as to 
the developments fll'esent and envisaged. In his journal, comtained in 
his Report !li: .tll~~ 1cmQI ~ i.t'& &1"& S2l MtohigP=D, he relates 
an account of a visit to Isle Royale arriving July 24 at Rock Harbor 
where he examined the works of Epidote al'ld also of the Ohio and Isle 
Royale CompaIl3" whioh "now employs about fitty-two men and has made 
great improvements at Rock Harbor - erected good buildings, cleaned 
a large area of land, made G. good bridge. The s oil is fertile pro­
ducing most culinary vegetables in abundance. It is probable, if 
mining ope~ations should prove advantageO'UB on Isle Royale, that a 
village will spring up in: this place, and since the improvements 
alludod to were f':lrat made by Ml-. Leamer R-:msOJl of Cle't"e1ancl, the 
place is properly named in his hono:"'s 'Ransomt • ft or Rook Harbor, 
JacksGn says, "Rock Harbor is the largest and JOOst beautif'u1 haven 
in Lake Superior, is deep enough far arq vessels, and is perfectlY' 
secure from every wind •••" Regarding prospects of settlement of 
Isle Royale he stated, " ••• '!be island ~ unfrequented, and is a most 
unpromising place for settlers at ~esent, there being no communica­
tions with the other and more settled portions of the country and this 
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island during the long winters of that CO\U1'try. If adventurous per­
sons chose to purchase lands and settle here, I should most strenu­
ously advise the govermnent to btfer no obstructions by mineral reser­
vations. A settler is just~ entitled to all he finds it he is will­
ing to live there. The soil of the island is good, and the timber is 
sufficiently abundant and sound. The harbors are beautiful and secure, 
and the fisheries are the best on the lake. n 

Copper ~ am. b! 

The copper depoeits on Isle Royale, whioh had so long been a 
popular part of the lore ot the lakes country, were to prove disa~ 
pointing. The rush tor copper to the Keweemw and Isle Royale was to 
result in wealth tor only a few, in baDkruptoy and disappointment tor 
D1a131 more, and, perhaps the main oontribution to this region, the im.­
migration at thousaDde ot Irish, Cornish, German and other European 
peoples. 

Aocounts of the periods of mining activity on Isle Royale are pre­
sented aocurately in Iane t s report so that tor our purpose we need only 
review the major mining endeavors. 

Initial copper Prospects &IJ4 owaUODI, 1($Uc55 

Soon arter the opening of Isle Royale to prospecting, soores of 
prospects were in evidence about the island: Washington Island, Hugin­
Din Cove, Todd Harbor, ADG"gdaloid Island, Duncan Bay, Scoville Point, 
Matt Island, SiskOwit (aaross trom Matt), the Ransom area, Lea Cove, 
and Chippewa Harbor. Thousands of exploratory pits, trenches, and 
large '!'1re-soarred areas must have been in evidence, for it is report­
ed that .in order to better ascertain the nature of the substrata the 
prospectors used the medium of forest fire. 

By 1850 on4r the Todd Harbor and Siskow1t works were still in 
prospect. A Geruan engineer named Koch thought the Todd prospect 
looked promising as did that of the Siskowit mine. A. stamp mill, 
usiflg .ter from a waterfall nearby for motive power, was bailt at 
Todd. Shafts were sunk to 63 and 67 teet and about 50 ton of 10% ore 
raised. 

The Siskowit operation was the most enduring of those worked dur­
ing this early period. Charles Wh1ttlesey was in charge of this oper­
ation, having traveled to the island on the ~ fI'mer, the f1rst 
steamer on the lake. A steam engine was used here with ten miners 
employed undergr OUl1d· and th1rtJ' on the surface 0 captain William Ton­
kin, later of the Atlantio Mlne on the Dain1and, thought that a good 
mine would re8U1t if the shafts were sunk up to six hundred teet. 
One had been sunk to five hundred and another to a third leTel, the 
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tvo shafts angling toward one another. The dump so conspicuous today 
at the water 's edge~ contains colUllllUU" traprook. The remains of 
shafts, foundations, and an old stack are' baok about a hundred teet 
trom the vater I sedge. About 150 tons of oopper was mined. 

One other location deserves mention here~ that called Shaw's or 
Smithwick's location near Rook Harbor Lodge. This sbaft went down to 
ninety reet; in 1848 three men were vorldng it. At rirst the vein . 
here vas soft and contained considerable copper ~ then it entered col­
UJDI:I8.r traprock in which the copper was almost worthless. The traprock 
penetrated here parallels Rock Harbor and was worked in various places 
including the more productive Siskov1t Mlne location. 

Soon atter prospecting had begun it became apparent that a light­
house liaS needed to guide vessels into Rook Harbor. On March 3~ 1853 
the Congress appt"opriated $5,000 tor the establishment ot a light at 
Middle Islands Passage; in 1855 oonstruction was begun. Arter 1870 
the light was discontinued tor severalye&rs; in 1874 it was thorough­
ly' repaired and a boathouse aDd dock built. The light then oontinued 
until 18'79 when it 1ftI.8 abandoned. This structure remains a prominent 
landmark, a reminder ot the early shipping and mining dlQ1f at Rook 
Harbor. As it happened, the lighthouse vas hardly needed~ tar all 
operations in Rock Harbor had ceased b1 1855, and far a period only a 
fev fishermen and unprocla1med adventurers visited Isle Royale shores. 

Consolidation 9! !a!lSA, laku. SprUY, ID!i Renewed Oopper 
SpegnJetign8, lSn-83 . 

During the C1viI War the lands of Isle Royale were beooming 
consolidated until the North American Mineral land Company owned most 
ot the area above the sandstone belt at the southwest eDd. When the 
engineers of the Lakes Survey arrived on Isle Royale in 1867, and 
until 1871 vh1.le they were employed in making a map of the island~ 'no 
exploring was going on. Then extensive explorations began b1 the cor­
poration, some members of whom had been prominent in earlier surveys 
and prospects on the islaDd. 

The major discovery of this period was the old Indian diggings 
near McCargo Cove. In 1872 a forae of men liaS put to exploring the 
Minong range where the ancient operations extended trom J.bOargo Cove 
to Tcdd Cove. The cobble-stones used for hammers by the ancients 
could be collected by the thousands. Some pits were up to thirty feet 
deep, some had drains and stopes. In 1874 the compaDy~ named the 
Minong Mining CompaD;y, began reopening these pits. SOlll9 large masses 
of copper were removed: 5720 pounds; 12,000; 3317; 4175; and others. 
The first DaJDed mass vas exhibited at the Centennial ElcpoElition at 
Philadelphia in 1876 and must have aroused considerable interest in 
the mineral lands. A mill was built and a considerable settlement 
begun at McCargo Cove. 
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Work was stopped at the mine in 1881 with tributors, one ot 
whom is named in Lane's report as John F. Johns, working t\IO seasons 
longer. The Pl"operty is cred1ted with the Pl"oduction of 249 tons, 650 
pounds of ingot oopper. 

Anpther promising development had begun before the Minong pros­
pects were being exploited, that of the Island Copper Mining Compan.y 
which WaB organized in 1173 to exploit a copper';'bearing oong1omerate 
north ottha head ot Siskiw1t Bay. Three shafts were opened to 50, 
150, and 200 toot depths, the deeper two being connected on first and 
seoond levels. The prospeot looked good, a settlement was established, 
and a stamp mill built. The next year, 1876, the mill burned and the 
discouraged compan;y tolded up. The mine had produced about" 68t tons 
of copper. 

The onl7 other mine that operated during this period was the 
Saginaw near Rock Harbor. This venture was also short-lived, produ~ 

ing 2'" tons ot copper. 

1'U ktOgj; E2rnloratiopg, 1889:99 

Following the abandonment of tbeMlnong Mine, the holdings ot the 
North American land ~, which owned this property in addition to 
most ot the island north of the conglomerate and sandstone belt south­
west ot Siski,dt Bay, became transferred to the Isle Royale Ia.nd Cor­
poration. This corporation C8lIlS to own abou"G two-thirds of the island 
surtace,and the stock was largely held in England. This land-holding 
company had its headquarters on the island at Washington Harbor at the 
present location ot Windigo Inn. The headquarters settlement was 
known as Ghyllbank Copper Compa117. 

An otfshoot ot the company, IWII8d the Wendigo Copper Compan;,y, did 
much exploratory work at the head ot Washington Harbor. Numerous ot 
its costeans or trenches may be seen along the ridges in the 1nmediate 
vicinity of the lodge. The rema.ins ot shatts and prospeots are tound 
along Washington Creek about two miles upstream. The biggest contri­
bution ot this compaD7, and perhaps the most important piece ot work 
accomplished during the entire period ot mining hist01'7 on Isle Royale, 
was the systematic series of diamond drill cores whioh provided 9,000 
teet ot cross section ot Isle Royale's rock structure. The geological 
oolumn represented by these cores was of singular importance in deciph­
ering the stratigraphy ot the Keweenaw series. This was the basis for 
interpreting the geologic history ot Isle Royale and the Ie.ke Superior 
basin in general. 

No mines resulted from the Wendigo explorations. The prospect 
work in this vicinity ceased after 1899, the last known copper explor­
ation on Isle Royale. The Isle Royale land Corporation, however, had 



alternative plans tor the island - the development or a SUDlJl8r resort 
and the exploitation of the timber. Already people had begun to 
visit Isle Royale tor camping. A steamer, the Hiram 11. Dl.X9Il, made 
stops at the island during the summer season on her wa7 from Port 
Arthur to Duluth. A number ot fishermen resided on the island and 
set their nets about its shores. Aocording to Lanet s report, from 
which moat ot the above information has been taken, "... John F. Johns 
lets a cottage on an island north ot Washington Island to (oamp1J2g) 
parties, or they' camp in tents or in the deserted lighthouse at Rook 
Harbor and at other points ••••• The scenery is ot that t:1o.rd type ot 
scenery, which 1eMs such a charm to the coasts ot Maine aM Norway, 
and is not unworthy' or comparison with them. It is not surprising, 
therefore, tmt the compaIJ7 planned to make a summer resort on the 
island. Rook Harbor was the place they had f1xed on and a town site 
survey'ed close to the erstwb1le Ransom.n 

The Island Copper ~ succeeded to the lands ot the North 
American land Corporation, including Wend1go l s, but never engaged in 
m1n1ng. This CO:rnpal]1' was to still own most of these properties when 
Isle Royale was proposed tor National Park status. 

The "copper tever", contracted in the 1840's, had Jiven purpose 
to Horace Gree1ey l s "Go West, 70UDg man, go West." He indeed, had 
been drawn to the Copper Countl7 to participLte in the speculation 
and described well the nature and outcome ot most of the operations ­
"Shareholders who had raised their $10,000 to $50,000 in tond expec­
tation ot early returns, round in time that every cent, and generally 
more, had been expended in constructing a rude pier whereon to land 
their supplies, cutting a road thence to their location, building a 
tev rude shanties, drawing up their tools, peNder, edibles, etc., 
and beginning to scratch the earth; another and still anDther aSsess­
ment being required - not to secure returns but to sink a shaft on the 
vein tar enough to determine that they' had arq ore or metal to mine. 
••• Such is, in essence, the hist017 of most mining enterprises on Lake 
Superior." (From "Horace Gree1q and M1ch1gan Copper" by Mentor L. 
WillieJIII, }lgh. Histon, c'hme 1950.) 

D. Rnmep Dr,. A1 lIJ& Rqyale 

Our history' so tar has pretty III1ch amounted to a f'ramework ot 
the reasons wb;y Isle Royale vas sought out and exploited, and the 
geographio and politiea1 forces affecting the development ot this part 
ot the United States. The hWJBn drama - the way ot lite ot our Isle 
Royale progenitors - deserves at least as much space here as the heart 
does in the body. 

Berore the opening ot the Lake Superior mineral lands to pros­
peoting and iventua1 min1Dg, the explorers into the country lived on 
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what they could carry on their backs, or take with trap and rifie. 
The life of the explorer and Indian were much the same. 

Women and children at the fur trading posts were rare, and little 
wonder, for when the Indians went oJr the warps.th, massacre inteDt, no 
one was llke~ to be s pared torture or quick death. 

The agrarian pioneers relentlessly advanced into the interior, 
establishing a sedentar7 civilization at the expense of the hunting ­
fur trapping, nODl8.d1c lite ot the coureurs de bois, voyageurs, and 
Indian tribes. The "howling wilderness" of the Upper Peninsula saw 
the footprints ot white women and ch1Jdren in any number locg after 
the thriving coJllllW1ities of the lower state considered themselves 
metropoles. 

In the middle eighties when peace with tribes of the Lake Super­
ior basin was assured and treaties consummated, the luster at cepper, 
the savor of whitetish, and the straight boles of white pine oftered 
a promise of jobs aDd securit7 to thousands of immigrants, and wealth 
to speculators from the eastern cities and ewn from countries in 
Europe. 

The hazards encountered by the early prospectors to Isle Royale 
would alone make a saga comparing with the earliest ventures across 
the Atlantic 350 years previous. The power of lake Superior was to 
be reckoned with in terms of lives lost, and boats smashed on reefs. 
Short summer seasons, terrible storms, and sleet, snow, and cold JIlUat 
have been punctuated by curses, prayers, and shrieks at those challeng­
ing Lake Superior's supremacy. Those were the years when man was still 
engaged in conquering nature, when the elements were tormldable com­
pared to the pl"esent. 

One of the earliest and most tragic tales is that related at 
Charlie and Angelique YDtt, a half'lreed Frenchman and his Indian wife 
who remained on the island over winter 1845 to guard a claim. The 
story, first appearing as a poem by Rev. George Duffield, appears in 
Swinetord, !AD. Superior MLnimr D18trig~, 1870. 

Charlie and ADgelique had traveled to Isle Royale in the employ­
of copper prospectors. A likely copper poospect, where a large nugget 
had been found in the water nearby, was located. The enter}risers 
prevailed on CJ1arlle aDd Angelique to remain to guard their claim, 
promlsing that a ship would pODle to the island with provisions tor 
them later in the fall. The supply boat never showed up, and Charlie 
and Angeliqge were left with scant provisions. During the hard ·win­
ter Charlie first took sick from the hunger, and, out of his head, 
began to sharpen a knite, saying that he must have a sheep to eat. 
Angelique , his intended victim, Jllf.maged to get the knife from him. 
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Charlie died of starvation, and Angel1que too was very close to death 
but managed to subsist on roots. She had been tempted to eat Charlie, 
during her intense hunger, but prqer kept her from it. She did 
build a separate shelter for herself to help resist that terri1;;l1e 
temptation. Then one day she oblerved rabbit tracks. Pulling hairs 
!"rom her head, she made a sl38re with wlich she caught one, and later 
others. In the spring she tOWJd an old pieoe of net and a wrecked 
canoe which she was able to rlppd.r aDd use. When her and Charlie rs 
employers finally returned, AJ2gelique told them Charlie was asleep. 
The shocked employer lied that a ship had been seJU;, !zJgelique, thank­
ful for her own deliverance, ,.forgave him. 

The tEtle 'IlJa1 have been varnished in the telling, but the· faots 
are essentially true. 

In the same vicinity, at the Siskowit Mine location about 1847, 
a similar incident occurred. Attar the SiskOw1t pl"ospect had been 
located and a company formed to mine it, a boat carrying thirteen 
families was delivered to the place. Cabins were bullt and work be­
gnu. An anticipated boaUoad of pl"ovisioDS tailed to arrive in the 
fall, leaving this settlement to eke out an existence as beat it could. 
Supplies gave out, oxen were killed. One of the women, soon to de­
liver a child, needed special consideration. Broth was prepsred for 
her, of rabbit the neighbor said. Arter the child came, all soon 
learned that a dog had been ldlled to nO\D."ish the mother. In the 
spring when. the first boat arrived one more person lett the isla13d 
than had traveled to it the Jrevlous year. These people ~.oI8re no'~ 

about to live through another such season. 

This Siskowit Hine operation resumed with other pioneers, how­
ever. It operated for about ten years, but like all others, previous 
and subsequent to it, failed because of lean lodes and difficult oper­
ation conditions. With the closing of the mines, the miners and their 
families moved to more pttom1sing diggings, pl"obab]y to the Keweenaw 
Peninsula. 

We have already noted that IDDSt of the miners amigrat1ng to Isle 
Royale and the Copjler Countrr wre Cornish, Irish, or German. Bad 
blood existed between the first two ot these mt1onal1t1es so that 
tights were frequent between them, especially when rum am whiskey 
were to be had. IUring the mining deys of the 1850'. Isle Royale vas 
visited by boats dea.l.1ng in rum running. The miners were w1ll1ng 
customers. Fights followed resulting in ~ bruises am black eyes 
but, according to Judge Will1am E. Smith, nothing worse. .An under­
standing was had between the belligerents that all weapons were barred, 
exoept those that nature had provided them. Judge Smith, in a letter 
to Stoll Ootober 2, 1932, expt"esses certainty that the persons buried 
on Cemetery Island were not men, women aDd children killed during a 
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racial war but rather the persons who died as a result of the beach­
ing and sinld.ng of the C'4nadian liner AlB_ in 1885. 

Whatever is the case, there are several graves on Cemetery Is­
land some \d.th headboards on whioh the inscriptions are now all but 
obliterated. One wonders at the nature of the tragedy that took the 
lives of the three young people whose headboards read: 

"Erected in memory ofs In the memory of: 
Jeremiah Colbert William Hanks of 

of Bonmahon County Coventry who dep9.l"ted 
Waterford, Ireland this lite on Sept. 11, 
Died Oct. 18, 1853, Aged 25 years 1851, Aged 24 

Also Inf'ant daughter of 
Yaurioe and Joharma Mlckey 
Died Oct. 20, 1a54 

For JJl8.DY years, in the 1920's or 30's, a sentimen~ua1 ms.-coiner, Captain 
Robert Ellsworth of the )tlch1g8l1 Department of Conservation Patrol 
Boat #1, deoorated these graves. Here is history with a tear. 

Settlements of limited extent were once present in the v.t.c1nity 
of all the major mines - Siskowit, Island, Wendigo, and Mtnong. Today 
the evidences of former habitation are near oblitaration. Clearings 
persist near the old mine shafts and stock piles and roadW!O's are 
evident e'98D where forests have invaded the right-of-way. A.t the 
Is1arJd Mine location at the head of Sisldw.lt Bay a mining road is 
used as a trail today to connect w.lth the Greenstone Ridge Trail. 
At Wind1go, too, the greatest pu't of the trail system follows in the 
tread of draft animals and miners. ~So aleC') at McCargo Cove. 

High hopes blossomad at the Island Mlne in the early 70's. ~ 
tensive developments occurred in a few years - houses, stcres, docks, 
a bridge over the Sisldw.lt River, church, school, and miles of well ­
drained road.y. A courthouse was ereoted alsO, the county seat ot 
Isle Royale County. Indians at times lived nearqy, and in the spring 
tapped the sugar bush on the Greenstone Ridge. The failure ct this 
promising venture was brought on b,y a fire. A stamp m:Ul had been 
built in 1875 but bUrned the next year. Discouraged, the place was 
abandoned. Today one JIAY still see the boiler, cable, and the machin­
ery near the shafts ot a mine which likely paid its stockholders not 
one copper cent. Here, too, is found a little cemetery - \d.th picket 
fences outllning the graves. 

Sarah Barr Christian, in Winter ml1lJ& Royale, gi'ges us a 
graphio account of hardships and pleasantries. She tells of the road­
way leading two and a half miles through tall pine trees (now aspen 
~ white birch). to the mine "location- in. a "democrat wagon" drawn 
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by a team of black horses - all other draft an1JD8]s were o'«tn. Hers 
was a trame house while all the others were of log. "The CompaJ)1' 
Store" was stocked "with all in the way of s&l,t meats, :fish and such 
oarmed vegetables as were available ••• w also stored in our own 
cellars such del1caoies as ••• smoked hams, barrels of corned beef', 
kegs of mackerel, dried beet, sardines, aDd all canned fish avail­
able ••• we had plenty of apples and 'root I vegetables." She tells 
us that almost all the miners were Cornish, for surface work the men 
were mostly Scandinavians, Norwegians and Swd1sh, and for forest work 
Finns were mostly used. They had a physician, Dr. Broadford Plel-:8, who 
lost not a patient in the one aDd a half' years on the island. They 
had a sohool and teacher, and a Methodist Parson. Mail came by dog­
sled, when it came. The most joyous sight of the year was the first 
boat in the spring. The pioture that Mrs. Christian paints is one of 
surprising cheer, comfort and culture. 

At Minong, on McCargo Cove, another settlement loomed prosperous. 
A substantial dock, store, warehouse, and agent'e boarding- and tene­
ment houses suttioient to accoimnodate sewnty men and families were 
built ~ 187.5. This settlement, like that at Island Ml.ne, had a doctor 
and a sohool teacher. 

When operations ceased at Minong ~ of the Dl1ners went to work 
at a new developDent, Wendigo. John Flexman Johns was one of those 
who remains know to WI through his son Edgar who still visits Isle 
Royale annually. The Joh!lS famil,v have plaYed a p:oom1nent part in 
Isle Royale h:tstory so that a review of their life is illuminating 
and probably typical of Isle R~els settlers. 

John Flexman Johns was born in Cornwall, 1!bgland and emigrated 
to the United Statea in 1856 as a young man. He lived in Calumet be­
fore going to Isle RoYale in about 1861 (before the Civil War), aruis­
ing around the island in a sailboat. He was emploYed first at the 
Minong Mine where captain Jacka was a mining captain. The settlement 
boasted a school, likely in one of the oomP8DT buildings, where cap­
tain Jacka's oldes t daughter was a s chaol teacher. In reaent years 
this e:x.-school"marm, Mrs. William Hassard by name, resided at Ashland, 
Wisconsin. Another fermer school teacher at Minong, Mrs. George Uns­
worth, who taught in 1878 later resided in Laurium, Ml.chigan. The 
school had thirty-five to forty students, according to Fdgar Johns, 
and all grades through the eighth. The Ml.nong oommunity also had a 
real doctor. 

There were eleven children in the Johns family, about half of 
whom were born on Isle Royale, the others in the Copper Country of 
Upper Michigan. Edgar Johns was born in Duluth bI1t was brought to 
the island as a babe in arms. 
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Af:ter the closing of the Minong Mine a period of inactirlty 
followed, caused in part by' the dis covary of copper in the wes t where 
the ores could be taken from the surface and consequently at much less 
expense. Likely', IIIanY ot the miners ventured west to these new pros­
pects • The Jqms family rem1ned at Isle Royale and adjacent main­
land. 

The Wendigo operations at Washington Harbor began in lS88. The 
Isle Royale Lend Corporation, oalled the English Syndicate, owned at 
that time almost two-thirds of Isle Royale landS; the Wendigo Oom­
paDy' vas one of its offspring * The Johns were employed here, ML-s. 
Johns operating a large boarding-house of which only a cellar exceJr.C\­
tion in a cleari1l8 now remains. This company did considerable explor­
ation and developDl8nt. Its significant contribution was the 9000 foot 
geologiaal column in the form of diamond drill cores which proved of 
moh valus in deciphering the geology of Isle Royale and the Keweenaw 
Peninsula. The compaDy' also cleared the land now occupied by Windigo 
Inn, built about ten miles ot roadway and constructed the old dock. 
The mining venture tailed, like all those previous. While other oem­
pany employees may have been obliged to leave the island, the Johns 
had established a foothold. John F. Johns homesteaded the present­
day Barnum and Johns Islands, and part of Thompson Island, evicting 
the fishermen who had set up reels, net houses, fish houses, and 
docks on Barnum Island. He built a large log hotel and other build­
ings on Barnum Island about 1890 to accommodate visitors. He also 
had a cabin on Johns Island which he rented to oampers from Duluth 
and other North Shore c1ties. John lJ. Johns was one of the first men, 
it not the first, to provide visitor accommodations at Isle Royale. 
In 1953 the island, which trJr m&n1 years had the misnomer Johnson 
IslaM, was changed to Johns Island in recognition of this Isle Roy­
ale pioneer. 

Johns SUbsequently sold Barnum Island to the man far whom the 
island is now named, George Barnum, Sr. Fdgar Johns, his son, in the 
employ of George Barnum, Jr., continues to \I1sit the island annually. 
So, too, does his wife Elizabeth, nee Woolway, whose granddad was 
Captain Ja.elm ot the Minong Ml.ne. 

Before we farget the Minong Ml.ne, one other name ought to be men­
tioned to help the reader remember this place. According to a news­
p&per clipping (in possession of Louise Fretter) the Hiram Walker 
listed as president of the Minong CompaJ'Jy is the same Hiram Walker who 
later founded the Canadian distillery bearing his name. 

The Wendigo operation, like that of the Minong, employed a dooter, 
Dr. William P. Soott of Houghton, who has written an account of his 
life there h-om 1890-92. Dr. Scott relatea that they had no school, 
but to occupy his time in the winter he oonduoted s ohool for the thir­
teeD children in the settlement. Religion played a very sDBll part 1D 
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the li£e ot those miners apparently, tor when a traveling preacher 
visited there, the miners suggested that he "go kinda' light on the 
religion stut£." 

The years when miners and their £am:1lies resided on Isle Royale 
are tew compuoed with those o£ fishertolk who had already preceded 
them by DlBny' years. The £1rst oommeroial fisheries on Isle Royale 
were established by John Jacob Astor rs tirm, the Amerioan Fur Co!npany, 
in about 18.35. It is likely that only men occupied the tishery posts 
but study ot American Fur Company papers may show otherwise. With 
the advent, however, o£ iIldependent tishermen who beC8Jlle establisbed 
in practically every suitable harbor on Lake Superior during the later 
1800's, £isbing beoame a tamily pl'oposition. 

Families o£ fishertolk - Norwegian, Swedos, Finns, Fl-enoh, ••• ­
oceupied harborS, on the maitl1and accessible only by water or wilder­
ness £ootpath. On Isle Royale water the only means o£ access so that 
all news ot the rest of the world and the mainland came bY boat whIch 
delivered groceries and supplies, ice and salt, mail and passenger-s; 
and picked up in turn £ish, mail 8.lld pasaengers. Generally, especially 
in recent years, the fisherfolk return to the mainland and c1ties for 
the w1nter months. They don1t leave, though, until w1nter £orces them­
in December, and they return in the sJring as soon as winter lets up ­
in April. Years gone by, however, have seen many tamilies isolated on 
the ieland throughout the winter. Some children, indeed, did not see 
the mainland or town until they were ot sohool age t 

At least one reoent year, 19.32, saw school in session at Isle 
Royale. That year Mrs. Dorothy P. Simonson o£ Calumet shared isola­
tion with six tamilies on the island. Where she taught, however, 
there were only the Holgar Johnson children and her own son. The 
Ml.ch1gan State Traveling Library sent texts and other books to the 
11ttle school aDd community on Chippewa Harbor. 

In years long past £ishermen used to travel seasonally to the 
island from settlements on the south shore, as &rk Point near the 
Apostle Islands. Andrew Sivertson, an Isle Royale old-timer who 
passed away in reeent years, was one of these. His lrother Sam later 
fUTived from Norway and together about 1892 they set up operations on 
Isle Royale where Sivertson Br'others Fisheries still operates today. 
Sam and Andrew's first buildings wre on Barnum Island but when John 
F. Johns homesteaded there they moved across to Wa.shington Island, the 
present location o£ the commercial fishing developn8nt on the south­
west end ot Isle Royale. The story is related, without vouching 1'or 
authenticity, that in the year 1895 ar thereabouts when Sam and Andrew 
arrived for the season they tOUDi their dismantled buildings and equip.. 
ment on the dock, and Johns va!ting to show them an o££icial looking 
document. This document is presumed to have been a homestead claim,. . 
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L.eaner catches in recent years Mused Arnold to find other livelihood, 
but M1lford and lTrtle and their children persist at Rook Har'Mr, their 
sons working with them, perhaps to carry on after them in the tradition 
of the·hardy fisherf'olk of Scandinavia. 

Today the lives of Isle Royale commercial fishermen are essential­
ly the same as f1f'ty years ago. Their island homes are cheery and 
comfortable. ltldern conveniences include gasoline lanterns, and in the 
case of some, bottled gas stoves. ProbabJy the only qualities apparent 
in their settlements, disproportionate to most livelihoodS' and peoples 
elsewhere, are pervading friendliness, generosity, industriousness and 
lack of affeotation. 

Visitors to Isle Royale who come to know these people, to share 
fish cakes and the coffee pot with them, or only to watch them setting 
or pl1111 ng nets in the cold lake, take back with them warm rememl:rance 
not to be forgotten: Dames like Anderson, Mlttson, Fdlsen, Hsnson, 
Bangsund, Rude, Eekal, Ekmark. Skadberg, and Nicoliason; "tang of tlim"ds, 
of fisheries, and of Isle Royale where hardy fisherfolk have establish­
ed and carry on a proud tradition. 
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There is yet another group of people who have a history of summer 
residence on Isle Royale, the summer cottagers and rBsorters. We can 
best rollow their story while reviewing the development of recreation­
al use of Isle Royale in a later chapter. 

II. HlSTORY OF THE NATI•. PARK MQVEMENI AT lSLE ROYALE 

The potentialities or Isle Royale as a park were first envisaged 
in oonservation and tourist gatherings in the ear.q 20·s. The earliest 
recorded statement is that of ~ Detroit ~ which states that park 
status for Isle Royale was first suggested by' Albert Stoll, Jr., and 
David R. Jones while returning trom the island. Jones, then head of 
the State Park System organized in 1919, wanted Isle Royale to be made 
a state park and urged Stoll to foster the movement. 

The suggestion was posed to George E. Mtller, editor of 1Q§! Detroit 
~, who approved the idea, but suggested that Isle Royale's possibil­
ities for mtional park status should be examined. The first publio 
announcement, an editorial by Stoll, appeared in lh! Detroit 1!m§ on 
December 3, 1921, 'Which read in part tbat Isle Royale It... is today . ! practically the only bit of unspoiled nature east of the Mississippi" 

~and that "the State of Michigan is now facing an opportunity to re­
\'" serve this bit of native wonderland for its ohildren.n .Ih! ~oit 

News, as an organ of promotion, had printed the first of hundreds of 
articles arui ,·editorials to follow, arousing public interest in an 
isolated insular wilderness knCMl but to a few. 

The State Conservation Commission, innueneed by' Jones, expressed 
its approval of I!m DetrOiii ~ campa1gn;ld-tK.the objeot ~ef mald.Dg 
Isle Royale a park", by passing a lman1mous resolution in ~oember, 
1921 stating that it nheartily endorses this enterprise and pledges 
its earnest cooperation in every W8:1 possible to bring about the de­
sired result." The members ot the Commission present at this meeting 
were Galster, Lawrence, Miller, Morston and Roth. The resolution was 
signed by John Baird, D1.rector. 

Albert Stoll, Jr. lost no time in broachiDg the idea ot preserv­
ing Isle Royale as a park or sanctuary to the foremost conservation 
pet)ple ill. the country. Among these were Governor Groesbeck, Emerson 
Hough, Enos Mtlls, William D. Mu"sham, Judge Arthur Tuttle, Robert H. 
Rayborn, George Shiras III, David FairohUd I W. T. Hornaday and offi­
cials of the Michigan DePartment of Conservation, U.S. Forest Service, 
arui U.s .Geological Survey. Replies:f'rom all of these conservationists 
were tavorable, providing substantial encouragement and backing; and 
good material t~ editorials 8IId feature artioles promotiDg the idea. 



State Director of Conservation John Baird (December,1922) pre­
ferred federal to state ownership for the island, asserting that 
failure in the project to get federal status would be regretted in 
the ruture. 

Cautioning and prote~ting voices were also heard •• W.T.Hornaday 
of the New York Zoological Park wo·te Stoll, "There is always a chief 
drawback to an island as a game preserve and that is that the surplus 
game is unable to migrate into contiguous territory ••• the surplus 
game might become embarrassing ... " Hornaday obviously did not have a 
national park in mind o (His thought was to eoho through the Tears, 
however, prediction of ~ problem to face the Sarvice.) 

George E. Bishop, then and now Secretary-¥.anager of the Upper 
Peninsula Development Bureau, expressed the view that the State might 
better develop the four state parks already established in Northern 
Michigan, stating that "Only a small traction of the state's citizens 
ever would find it possible to visit Isle Roy-de ••• it is a more ex­
pensive undertaking than the average citizen can afford on his vacation 
period. Use of Isle Royale is and always will be restricted largely 
to cnmers of yachts. n Interested primarily' in the tourist business of 
the Upper Peninsula, Ml-. Bishop had 11ttle faith the.t Isle Royale would 
result in much added influx of visitors to the Upper Peninsula, which 
could be effected by the more economical and practical development of 
the Porcupine )ft,s., Ht1ron Mts., and Grand Island as State parks. Be­
ing :f'rom the Upper Peninsula, Bishop had an awareness of the remote­
ness of Isle Royale and the consequent difficulties of development and 
use not anticipated by most park proponents. F.is evaluation was all 
too realistic, as has been demonstrated to the present time. 

The first approach to the National Park Service was that by Rep. 
James C. Cramton of Michigan who broached the idea ot Isle Royale for 
national parkhood to Director Mlther. !'ather recommended the question 
be put before the meeting of the National-State Park Conference in M1y, 
1922. Arno B. Qunmerer, as Acting Director, was quoted in the V.uY'iaing 
.umm. as favoring the area for park purposes" ••• where soenery' and 
plant and animal life may still be observed as they were before white 
men came to this continent. n 

Considerable public interest WaS aroused in Isle Royale 1::r' the 
archeological investigations of Ferguson in 1922 featuref1in the News. 
Ferguson had previOUSly spent considerable time on Isle Royale and 
wrote many feature articles for the ~ relating his ,~xpreienee on 
the island. - .... ,t .I1Ul Uphill Promotion Begins - lends, ~, Politics 

In the first two years of the promotion public interest ran high 
aDd governmente.l cooperation seemed assured. However, lands, most of 
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which were in private ownership, would have to be acquired. 

In 1922 the biggest landoW8r was the Island Copper Company with 
92,000 acres of Isle Royale's 134,000 acres. This comJ:8ny sold 66,500 
acres of its timber lar3d in that year to the l-annesota Forest Products 
Compmy composed of Mlnneapol1s and Duluth men. Aocording to terms of 
the sale, only mature trees would be out, most approved methods cf re­
forestation followed, the natural beauties, game, and fish preserved, 
slashing destroyed and precautions taken against fire. The Minnesota 
Forest Products Com~ announced that it had no present intentions of 
cutting but would hold the timber in reserve. 

The Island Copper Compan;y reserved for i tselt the larD around bays 
and barbars as well as all shore rights. A land corporation called the 
Isle Royale I.aJld Corporation which preceded the Island Copper Company, 
after failure of mining ventures by predecessor mining comp&nies, had 
p1aDS in the early 1900' s for developing the island as a summer resort. 
As early as this time camping parties from Duluth were frequenticg Isle 
Royale. 

The suspicion prevailing with some seemed to be well founded, that 
the princi~ land holders were behind the scheme promoting the park 
in order to get out from under a tax burden, or to gain big pro.fits 
from selling the frontage on lakes and harbors. The Island Copper Co~ 
paDy, which owned 21,243 acres of the island after selling 63,661 acres 
to the Mlnnesota Forest Products Company, bad reserved all mineral 
rights and rights of entry to explore. The Island Copper Company had 
expressed willingness to turn over the remainder to state or Federal 
governments tar a park, also reserv.1ng mineral rights, the right of 
exploration and. selection of surface for mining operations. Such a 
gift Would, of course, eliminate all taxes on the land, yet reserv.lng 
the mineral rights. 

In an editorial in the Det.roit ~ lau., which I6per appeared to 
lead the opposition, the question "What do we want Isle Royale for" 'WaS 

propounded by Frank A. Osborn in suceess.tulJ..y opposing an endorsement 
of Groesbeek1s administration at the Kalamazoo County Republican Con­
vention in Miy, 1923. The thoughts expressed in the editorial high­
light the planks of the opposition to the Isle Royale movement, opposi­
tion which thus appeared in the political front. " ••• an isolated, 
inaccessible island ••• why should tax moner ••• be expended to create 
there a playgrOUlld for a highly privileged few? ••• " At a place "no 
better and pt"obably no worse than the forest primaew.l in scores of 
places on Mlchigan's mainland, near wter, accessible to the state's 
700,000 motorists and ot.her visiting tourists over state-improved trunk 
line highwys." Another loaded argument, the editorial asserted, was 
that 90% (exaggerated) of the land was held by' two Minnesota outfits. 

With arguments like these to oppose the Isle Royale movement, 1t 
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is all the more remarkable that progress could be ade in l'4oh1gan, 
a state which can boast water frontage exceeding that of the entire 
Pacific seaboard bordering on the Un!ted States. 

IslAnd l4!'.i. J.D .tb2 1910 f I Ami aQ.!a 

The island was being enjoyed by a I1pr1vUeged few" so tar as 1ts 
potentialities were concerned. Lodges wre operated at tour places on 
the island during the 1910's and 20's - Singer Island (Washington 
Island), Tobin Harbor, Belle Isle, and Rock Harbor. Scores ot 1ndivid­
ua1s in addition had private cottages, low quality frame structures 
used only during the sumn:er months. All. ot the island landowners and 
visitors at that time must have considered themselws "privileged". 

The enjoyment of Isle Royale was distinctly not restricted to the 
moneyed class. Rates at the lodges went like thiu 

Island House & Cottages (Washington Island), accommodations for 200 
guests. 

Hotel $3.50/day $23.00/week - AJlerican Plan 
Cottages $4.00/day $26.50/week - American Plan 

Belle Isle - $2l.00/veek and up - Amerioan Plan 

The rates at other establishments were comparable. 

As tor swank, the Island House, representative ot others, adver­
tised N no pretense, no mahogany, no dressing tor dinner - 3ust plain, 
dowright home comfort of the plainest and best variety." 

The summer residents ot Isle Royale, aware ot the potentialities 
of Isle Royale as a nature preserve of sOlIS ldnd and fearful of ex­
ploitation of the forest and w.l.1dl1fe resources, had organized 1n 1922 
as the "Citizen's Conmitteg m: lU.i Royale." M9mbersh1p was composed 
of nearly all cottage owners and annual summer residents on the north­
east end of Isle Royale where three of the lodges and all but a fev 
oottages were located. At a meeting at Rock Harbor, August 17, 1922, 
a motion vas adopted that "the Conservation Depu-tment, John Baird, 
n1rector, be informed that it is the earnest desire of this comm£ttee 
that Isle Royale be taken over l:u the State of Ml.chigan as a Timber 
and Game Preserve. Signed Ralph W. Eherson, Secfy." Likely this Com­
mittee bad no concept ot national parkhood at that time, which would 
deprive them ot the ownership of property and cottages on the island. 

A series ot feature articles in the BiD, oopiously illustrated 
and very entertainingly written, were published arourui 1922. Ia.urie 
York Erskine, the author, had spent much time on the island with the 
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residents, the fisheries, visitors, and wildlife. His accurate, 
dramatic presentation of the island story remains of considerable 
interest. 

On J'~nuary 28, 1924 the Conservation Commission passed the fol­
lowing resolution " •••that the Conservation Comnission offer to the 
Federal Government its holdings on Isle Royale and go on record as 
being willing to cooperate in every possible way in aiding the Federal 
GOvermD.ent to reserve the entire island for a game and 1::d.rd sanctuary. 
The Commission reserves to the State of l-U.ch1gan the sand and gravel 
rights in the coastal waters of Isle Royale and the fishing rights in 
said coasta1 waters. II 

The State Department of Conservation at that time made patrols to 
Isle Royale, which was under its protective jurisdiotion. With in­
creasing public interest in the island, many photographs and movies 
were made of island features and wildlife. Movies made by James H. 
lotGill1vray of that deJ8rtment 'Were to have considerable use in J8rk 
promotion• 

.Ihsl Fedeul GOyelument ~ - Am k Interested 

With much of the s~de work accomplished aDd interest in the J8rk 
movement increasing all around, Stoll wrote (February 1924) to the 
Secretary of Interior Hubert Work describing briefly the geography, 
geology and wildlife of the island; and reviewing the etforts and suc­
cesses so far in getting backing for the Isle Royale National Park 
idea. He ihcluded copies ot the Conservation Commlssion resolution 
supporting the movement and a letter from T.F •Cole, representing the 
Island Copper Company, who offered 5,000 acres of land to the Govern­
ment without charge. At that time, according to StoU's figures, 
56,361 of the islaDd's 132,000 acres was assured to the Federal Gov­
ernment free of cost. This included 9,121 aares still in the public 
domain, which the Hon. William L. Spry, Commissioner of the General 
land O£fice, had assured would be withdrawn trom entry with the Secre­
tary's approval. 

In this letter Stoll prompted the idea that the Department ot 
Interior n... express a willingness to accept by gift of deed the 
lands now offered and assured, and withdraw the unappropdated public 
lands trom further entry, and recommend to the President the creation 
of a national monument •••n The Im& would attempt to obtain without 
o08t as much of the remaining area as possible. "With this assurance 
from you we will be better able to interest the remaining landowners 
in this project ••• " 

In reply, Secretary Work expressed great interest in the idea. 
With Director Mlther of the National Park Service, he had rew.e1l9d a 
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film of the island taken recently by McGilllvray which convinced him 
of at least national monument oallber for the island. He said that 
be would gladly accept title to the lands tor the Government and re­
commend to the President that he establish a national monmnent i:f 
" ••• all but a negligible portion of the lands in private ownership 
be secured for the United States." 

Following up this advantage, the Bmm sent a personal repl"esenta­
tive to Washington to urge Secretary Work to secure the President's 
approval tor withdrawal ot all federal lands cn Isle Royale pending 
establishment as a national park. Results came fast. On March 22, 
1924 President Coolidge issued a proolamation withdra1dng the public 
lands from entry "pellding advisabillty of ino1uding such lands in a 
national monument." 

On l-Brch 24 the state took steps to withdraw state-owed lands 
trom sale. 

During the summer of 1924 an otficia1 party trom Washingtcn,n.C. 
made an inspection visit to the is1a11d with a vieW' to reoommending 
that President Coolidge proclaim ita ~lut1ona1 monument. Headed by 
Director Mather ot tb e National Park Service the party included: 
Albert Stoll, Jr.! W.B.Barnum, Duluth; J.H.Rice, Boughton; George R. 
Rupley, Agent for Minnesota Forest Products Company, Duluth; T.F.Co1e, 
Agent :for the Island Copper Company; Oliver W. 1-U.tcbell, Chicago; 
Wm. H. Wallace, Chairman, Mlchigan Conservation Commission; Alfred 
Merritt, Postmaster, Duluth; George W. Newett, Ishpeming; Wm.Kuenze1, 
Imi Detroit Bm!I photographer; Warden Bill Lively; John Baird; and 
Fra~c1s Farquhar, President of the Sierra Club. Captain Robert E. 
Ellsworth was in COJDJlland o:f Michigan Patrol Boat No.1 which carried 
the puoty. 

Diregtor ~..m:!!. Pronouneement 

Follot,ring this cruise, Mlther was reported as stating that Isle 
Royale fully measured up to national park standards. Isle Royale 
" •••would make the finest water and trail pu-k I can think of.ft He 
continued, "No doubt the time will come when conve~ upon the water 
will equa]. in speed and safety those DOW on land and Ghat in time this 
virgin island and all its romantic beautY' will be cherished as one of 
America's greatest heritages." 

During that summer also, the Detroit Board of Commerce made a 
tour ot the island returning 'With a recommendation to its board of 
Direot01's that the movement to make Isle Royale a national park and 
game ref"uge receive the SUPjXlrt of the Board. 
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The extensive holdings of the Minnesota Forest Products Colllp&Dy 
were now the major bbstac1e to the ereation of Isle Royale National 
Park or Moll'Wl18nt. This company placed a valuation of $4,054,299 on 
its lands. A oompa~ representative stated that if the area was to 
be made a national park, they would sell for $2,500,000, expressing 
at the same time c01'JSiderab1e interest in the park projeot. The val­
uation arrived at by the Minnesota Forest Pr(ducts Company was based 
on an actual timber tally, and compared fawrab1y with tallies made 
by other cruisers for other interests in the same area. 

Stoll Al2sm:t. Sjjalled: NatioMl Mormment CORomise? 

Mr. Stoll at this point was somewhat disoouraged at the prospects. 
In a letter to Direotor Mather on Mu-oh 16, 1925, he reviewed the 
situation:.and strODgly' argued that the holdings of the Minnesota Forest 
Products CompaDy would not confliot with the estabUshment of a Dation­
al park of the 56,000 aores available compt'ising the eastern twenty-tw<> 
and a half miles of the island. This area, in Mr. Stoll f S opinion, com­
prised the more interesting part of the island, including JobCargo Cove, 
Rock Harbor, Duncan's Bay, Lookout Louise and the greatest proportion 
generally of lakes, harbors, and coves. Also he pointed out that this 
was the finest moose and caribou habitat. This halt of Isle Royale 
alone would be larger thaD the average national :park and larger than 
~ national monument (in existence at that time). Also indications 
were that the remaining 70,000 acres would 00IIl8 into the Government 
eventually. 

Stoll suggested two methods of procedure by which the holdings of 
the Minnesota Forest P.l'oduota ComPBD1 Ddght be aoquired. First, the 
outright purchase of these lands at the price asked of $2,500,000. 
Second, the oondemmation of these holdings by the State. 

Even another course had been suggested by friends of the project 
(identity unknown), namely: the "eventual oonfiscation of these holdings 
by tax assessment approximating the actual value of the property." In 
this event it was cautioned care would have to be taken that the rights 
of the Island Copper Com~ not be jeopardized since this company had, 
and the otter stood, offered its land to the Government tor national. 
park purposes. 

Governor Groesbeck of Michigan was entirely ta.vorable to the con­
demnation of holdings on Isle Royale. The condemnation value would 
amount to the actual." assessed value plus a l'easODable interest. 

In Febl"uary 1926, Director Mather sent Stoll a recapitulation ot 
the timber alld land estimate macie upon lands sold to the Mlnnesota 
Forest Products Company' in June 1907 which he had received from. F.R. 
Kennedy, Secretary and Treasurer of the Island Copper Company. This 



estinate of values and tallies vas aPJ:8rent1y that used as the basis 
of sale to the Minnesota Forest Prodl1cts Company by the Island Copper 
Company. Interest in this recap gces far beyond the use then made of 
it, for it lists the relative kinds and quantities of timber in this 
tract which occupies most of the west end of Isle Royale. 

White Pine 8,500 M bd.ft. @ $ 6.00
 
Mlple 1,244 M bd.ft. @ 1.50
 
Birch 4,880 M bd.ft. @ 2.00
 
Ash 29 M bd.ft. @ 2.00
 
Oak 15 M bd.ft. @ 10.00
 
Spruce 7,004 M bd.ft. @ 4.00
 
White Biroh 71 M bd.ft. @ 2.00
 
Tamarack 4,600 Mbd.ft. @ 4.00
 
Cedar 28,000 M bd.tt. @ 3.50
 

_____4"0 M bd.ft.@2.ooBalm of Gilead 

54,459,340 BFM $ 206,505.96 

In addition to this were estimates on lagging, poles, posts, cord­
wood, and pulpwood 'Valuing $143,907.70. This with the 81,765.52 acres 
@ .50/acre, or $40,882.76, gave a total valuation of i391,356.42. Di­
reotor Mlther S'Uggested that these values be used in dealing with ME-. 
Rupley of Minnesota Forest Products Company, or if necessary, a8 a 
basis for condemaation proceedings. 

Stnd3es, J;pspegtions: lbI Prgmotiop Gains Strength
 
,
 

Despite these developing financial barriers to J:8rk promotion, 
the interest of various outdoor grOU}:8, oonservationists, and natural 
scientists vas manifest in their statements of support, and various 
scientific studies initiated at the park. The lzaac Walton league 
meeting at Chicago in 1925 went on record as approving the acquisition 
of lands for plrk purposes. Dr. John N. Iowa of Mlrquette Normal Col­
lege made wildlife studies at the island in 1925 and published articles, 
in one of which he suggested the island be made a partridge SlP1ctusry. 

In 1926 the GraM Rapids fi:§ss, and associated newspapers, took 
up the cause. Ben East, outdoor editor, visited the island in that 
year, after which he beoame an active crusader. 

Studies conducted by the University of Michigan beginning in 1927 
resulted in contributions of inestimable 'Value to Isle Royalels nattu"al 
history. M1.de possible by the State of Mtchigan through an appropria­
tion of $15,000, scientists and scholars made exhaustive geographic, 
ecologic, and archecologic surveys of the island. The publications 
resulting are listed in the bibliography. 



Another prominent study was directed by the Museum of the City of 
Milwaukee - the McDonald-Massee Expedition. Archeological studies 
were made during 1928. Outstanding dis C('Jveries included the extensiva 
aboriginal diggings at McCargo Cove, and an ossuary containing skeletal 
remains of a bout twalva individuals "n Houghton Point. This expedi­
tion was enthusiastic abOut plrk possibilities and sent President Cool­
idge a wireless message and later a letter urging that n ••• action be 
taken in cooperation with the State of Mlchigan to make Isle Royale a 
national park or monument t" preserve forever this northern land ('If 
woods and love~ vaters for the people of this country •••• n 

In the spring of 1929 members of the State Conservation Commission 
with legislative representatives made a trip to the island which re­
sUlted in a reaffirmation b.1 the Commission pledging its help to obtain 
the land now in private ownership, for acquisition as a national park. 
W. H. Loutit, chairman of the Commissidn, said: "Isle Royale must be a 
national park, and every effort to make it such should be exerted by 
all of those who are interested in )U,chigan and its economic fu~e.n 
Ie.ter in the same ;year, the Commission and legislators made another 
trip to the island. Stoll was included in this party. 

Natigna.l .flU Service. Interest 

That tile U.S.National Park service was becoming def'1n1.te~ in­
terested in Isle R0.7a1e park possibilities is established b,y the desig­
nation "f Dr. FrfHlk R. Oa.stler, member of Advisory Board on Educational 
Problems in National Parka, to make an exhaustive survey of the island 
covering fil"ll"a, fauna, geologY', transportation facilities, etc. His 
repOl·t, completed in 1929 but not made public until Jantlll17 1931, 
stated that there is n ••• little doubt that the isla1'Jd is eminently r. 
fitted to take its place among the jewels that constitute our National 
Park S;rstemD" Harlan P. Kelse;y, a botanist and collaborator for tbe 
National Park Service, made a study also at the island and expt"essed 
high ~ai8e for the area. 

In 1930 Senator Woloott, chairman of the Special Committee on the 
Conservation of Wildlife Resources, and others of his Committee are 
also reported to have inspected the island. Director Albright and 
Senator Wolcott prepared a detailed report as a result of their joint 
findings. 

On Januar,y 22, 1930 Stephen T. l-ather, the first Director of the 
National Park Serdee, who had serv~d until January, 1929, died. It 
was ¥ather who, after arriving at Lookout Louise in 1924, stated: 
This is of national pu-k caliber", and later n ••• it would make the 
finest wter and trail park I can think of.n Representative Cramton 
of !U.chig@ls Seventh District, who .. well aware of Hither's 1m­
pl~essions and wishes on Isle R~ and who shared his enthusiasm, 



proposed that ISle Royale be set aside &8 a Dat:1onal park in memcry 
ef M!Lther. Representative Cramton, we ought to point out here, was 
a bard wrker for perk projects through~t his Congressional career. 
Director Cammerer, recognizing Oramton's work, stated in a letter to 
stoll June 25, 19.32 that Cramton probably did as much for the national 
pu-ks as 8ZJy of the Rational Park directors. 

lIh Rgya~ N"tiQAAlllU PrQ1egt IIIg9PM Rea1it% 

On Fe1:l'uary 11, 1931; Representative Cramton introduced a bill 
into the House tl) establish Isle Royale National Park. Though it was 
thought the bill could receive 11ttle aotion prior to the adjournment 
~f Congress, Cramton explained that the measure would serve to focus 
attention on the project. 

But events moved much faster than even Cramton antic1plted. A. 
report on Isle Royale, submitted to the Public Lands Committee by 
Director Albright, resulted in a favorable report by that committee. 
The only amendment which was made called for the inclusion of the small 
islands surrounding Isle Royale in the National Park. 

SeDator Arthur Vandenberg introduced a compe.n1on bill into the 
Senate. Q1 Mu-ch 2 the Cramton Bill p.ssed the House; on Mlrch 3 the 
Vandenberg mn passed the SeJ:l8.te; am finaJ.Jy President Hoover ap­
proved and signed the measure f~llow1rJg this 30int action. 

~8pond1ng quickly to this surprise legislation Governor Brucker 
of Mlcb1gan, on Mu-ch 5 wrote to the Department of Conservation adve­
aating that it "trer its state-owed 1aDds on Isle Royale to the Federal 
GlWernment for national park purposes. 

ReJ]E'esentative Hartman of Houghton on April 13 introduced a bill to 
create the Isle Royale National Park Commission which reported out favnr­
ably by' the CoDlll1ttee on Consenation April 23, plssed the legislature, 
and became law over Governor Brucker's signature Mq 28, 1931. 

In July, 19.31 the follow::l.ng prominent men wre appeinted by the 
Governor to the Isle Royale National Park Conanission: James MLcNaugb.'5on 
of Calumet, Cha1rIIIan; Harry F. Harper, Lansing, Secretary; Fdsel Ford, 
Detroit; Will1am Alden Smith, Grand Rapids; William H. Wallace, Saginaw. 
The members of the Commission were appointed for four-year terms, to 
serve without pay. Their job essentially was to acquire title in behalf 
ef the State of lt8.ch1gan to all lands within Isle Royale and immediately 
surrounding islands to be held in trust and conveyed and transferred to 
the United States, all conveyance to be a perfect, unencumbered title 
by warranV deed. The ColllDission was given authoritJ' to acquire lands 
by condeDll'lation where neoessary. The deed of these laMs to the United 
States vould C0rmi7 Axco.1usive jurisdiction 8aving to the State the right 
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tn aerw er1m1nal or civil prOe8SS and the right to tax persons, 
partnerships and corporations and their properties J and saving also 
the right of persons residing on the island to wte to the same eJG­
tent that the,. would be entitled had not lands been conve,.ed to the 
Federal Gowrmnent; and tinall.7, that jurisdiction in the tJD1ted 
States would not "fest until the Governor of Michigan shall have beon 
notified of assumption of jurisdiot1on. 

%bI Pr9JlK'ltioJ1 J.D SeQond ~ 

An ed!torfal in the Houghton DaiJ.;r Mining Ga zetta I !April 15, 
19.31 aptly states the position of that area in the projeot at stake. 
" ••• Depending upon the interest~ the vision, and the initiative of 
the Copper Country, Isle Royale as a rJational park is the magnet that 
should draw hundreds of swmner tourists to and through this partiou.­
lar section. Here in the Copper Country, we must come to an. early 
realization and appreciation of this sigJJa1 opportunity that 11es 
right at our doar •••••" 

During the summer of 1931 new sJDnDm1 tion appeared in the .front 
lines or the promotion when a movie and lecture program was 'begun by' 
Ben Fastl outdoor ed1tar of the ~ Rapids rtswtl and Walter Has­
t1.Dga, staff photographer of the Mlch:1gan Depsrtment of Conservation. 
During Fe'bruar,y they had visited the 1slaDd bp plane and made a movie 
ot ldnter s 09nery and w1ldl1fe. Following the expedition Ben East also 
'Wl"ote an article for National GeosnpMq, "Winter Sk;yroada to Isle 
Royale." 

The sUllllD9r residents and annual visitors to Isle Royale meanwhile 
had not beeome inaet!V8. Reorgani zing their comm1ttee into the lI1sl 
Roy,le Protect1U Nsociation, the,. listed as honorar:v members: Dr. 
Frank castler, Albert Stoll, Jr., E. F. ltbDonald, Ben Fast, Harlan P. 
Xelse,., A..A.. Webster, John p. Snigg, B.A..Ml.ssee, J.K.Farley, Jr., and 
Warren Hastings - individuals already pro.m1.nent in the park movement. 
E. H. Belle,. was IJ8JI8d president; Arthur H. Savage, secretary-treasurer 
of the organization. ITs. Mltthew Farmer of Rock Harbor lodge W88 an 
acti'Ve member. A letter dated September 5, 19.31 to the Director of 
the National Park Service tram the Assoc:1ation clearly stated its wish.­
es am objeoti't'8s. The members averred that the,. had organized to 
PE"OJDOte adequate protection tor the nora, fauna &lid soeDio features 
of the region. '!hey expressed approwl of having Isle Royale made a 
mt1.onal. fllrk, and suaested these princ1p1es to guide its destiny: 

1. tI ••• the rugged beauv lolhich appeals so deeply to nature lcmtr8 
should not be d1m1n1shed by any unnecessary artif'lc1.a.l or CO!IIJJIBrcial 
features •••• 

2. " ••• cODlmBrcial fishing should be UDder strict regulations such 
as 'Will protect trolling and oe.stina •••• 



3. Concessions should operate in conformnee with the &'pirit of 
these prinoipl~s. 

4. Present sumner residents, their children, and grandohildren 
"should be allowed the enjoyment in the future "f the property we 
now hold. It seems to us a very reasonable assumption that no olass 
.,f people ever attraoted to the island will be likely to surJ:8SS the 
loyalty of our children who have been reared in SUJDZD:tr homes here.n 

The main objective of this organization, while going along with 
the park idea, was to protect its own interests by seeking life 

~ leases tar its membership as condition of sale or donation of lands. 

Direotor Albright, in response to this letter, expressed aocord 
with the pr1noip1es ot the Assooiation. He pranised with reserntions, 
that lire leases would be given the recarded owners at the time or 
transfer of lar1ds to the Federal Government. This, inCidently, gave 
the summer residents an opportunity to have their children f S names 
recorded as joint property owners and therefore also subject to lire 
lease provisions. 

There was conoern on the ptrt of others, too, regarding the ex.­
tent of deTelopnent that the National Park Service envisaged ror Isle 
Royale. Stuart Perry, editor of the Adrian Dailv Tnesram, believed 
that the island's tI ••• value lies in its solitude and primeval condi­
tion rather than in arrr natural wonders. If thore were natural won­
ders, it might be the dUty of the publio to make them as aCC88sible 
as possible, bu.t in the oircumstances I IIIB.intain that the duty of tb:s 
park management should be to malce the place as ioaoC8ssible as possi­
ble in order that its peculiar value and charm mq be conserved. ft 

This pure wilderness concept may have appeared radical then. However, 
the desirability of this prinoiple ws to receive much consideration 
in future years of park planning. 

The Isle Ra,yale National P.ark Commission made its f1r8t trip to 
Isle Royale in August 1931 acoompanied by Senator Vandenberg, Aoting 
Director Cammerer, Dr. Roy L. Sexton, Mr. J. Fox, State Conservation 
Commissioner, S.A. Fontana, QUet ot laDds Division of ltlch1gan De­
partment of Conservation, and IT. stoll of .'!'P..! la:tI.:.0j,i 1mr.I. The 
trip was made abce.rd the Ford }t)to,r Canpan,y t~'ug, Rp'+ov. Mr.Cammerer 
during this trip determined that all the ~"rounding islands should 
be inoluded in the national perk project, aIld that owners of p-ivate 
property and residences on Isle Royale should be given lire leases 
if they ftp1ayed balln with the Govermnent. 

Following this in!tial venture ~ the Commission to the puok, 
warm letters of tribute were written w "Pete" Stoll by Cammerer aDd 
Vandenberg in recognition of the major psrt he had taken in the park 
promotion to date. Pleasant and oooperati'08 relations were established 
for the bard years yet ahead. 
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Depression ,00 Recovery 

. With a depression upon the nation, action on the. Isle Royale 
National Park project seems to have ebbed, although interest did not. 
No action by the Carmdssion to purchase or oondemn the Isle Royale 
lands was possible until funds were made available. 

After Mlrch 3, 1932 the name Isle Royale appeared in the news 
with this spelling officially approved by the U.S.Geographio Board. 
Previous to this time, back to 1895, the official spelling had been 
without the final "e", which was now added in keeping with the French 
origin of the islandls name. 

A highway to be called the Itls1e Royale Trailn ws being promoted 
at this time. It was planned to improve US-41 fran Milwaukee to Kewe&­
nav to create a direct scenic route oonnecting the metropoles to the 
south with ports of embarkation to Isle Royale. Highways were improved 
blt the "Isle Royale Trailn was forgotten. 

To serve the visitation to the park, a deDlUld for which was devel­
oping as a result of the promotion, an airplane service was initiated. 
A 10-place Sikorsky amphibian, 5-38, was Dade available for nights 
between Houghton and Isle Royale on tllghts twice daily. 

It began to appear that tunda to purehase the private holdings 
would have to oome from private philanthropists and through outright 
donation so that contacts were made with likely prospeots. Some pro­
gress was made, when a mre promising possibility loomed in the form 
of the recently organized Emergency Conservation Works Program keYed 
for national recovery. 

The National Park 3ervioe had approached the Adm1n1stration to 
seoure, from the E()l fund, money for the purchase of eastern national 
park lands. The Forest Service had succeeded in getting $20,000,000 
for increasing its holdings in the lake States and in the East so the 
parallel logic was suggested that tunds might also be allocated to 
the National Park Service for ~urchase of private lands in the national 
parks. Director Albright and Secretary Ickes had proposed to the 
President that about $5,000,000 would be necessary, not, however, in­
cluding the Isle Royale lands because n ••• no start having been made 
in Michigan, it would be very difficult to inolude that project on a 
list with others in which the states have done so much. n Mt-. Stoll 
of the Bra. \lrote to Director Albdght directing attention to the fact 
tbat almost ball" of the island and all of the autly1ng islands had 
been secured by gift or the setting aside of state or federal lands. 
Perhaps as a result of this letter, an estimated $775,000 for Isle 
Royale was included in a memorandum placed before Secretary Ickes by 
Direotor Ce.mmerer which showed that $1.4,000,000 would clear up the 



private land situation in all exist1rJg national parks and secure the 
establishment of all the authorized parks. Senator Vandenberg thought 
the $775,000 was exorbitant and proposed that if $400,000 was made 
available the job could be done. 

The allocation of 811Y federal :t\tnds £or land purchases in or £cr 
a national park, it should be noted, had no pl"ecedent. All f'uDds 
pl"eviousq had come from private or other-than-£ederal governmental 
sources for national park land acquisition. The Jrov1sion ot 
$20,000,000 for Forest Service lands, however, appeared to be analo­
gous precedent. 

The federal government was reluctant to apply eMrgency f\mds for 
Isle Royale lands until the state had made a cor¢ribution and evidence 
was shown that lands were already being acquired. The Isle Royale 
National Park Comm1ss1on, without access to tunds, had been unable to 
act; ilJdeed 'tv 1934 only one member, Edsel Ford, remained on the Com­
mission, the others having resigned or been relieved of duty 1:17 Gov­
ernor Comstock. A threat loomed that the federal government migh\. 
repeal the Isle Royale NatiOD&1 Park Act. George Bishop of the U~~ 
Peninsula Development Bureau, who had earlier opposed the establish-: 
ment of Isle Royale as a state park, went to bat for the pl"oject nov, 
asking the Governor to revital1H the Comm1ss1on. Bishop said that 
Isle Royale National Park would It ••• prove a master stroke in the ul­
timate deve10pnent of the tourist and resort business far MLch1.gan and 
the Lake States." While Comstock did not oppose the park project, he 
vas not favorable to the use of public money for its purchase. 

Timber ExploitAtiop Gives ft03ect j Shmrp 

Impetus to the movement to establish Isle Royale National Park 
was added bT the threat in 19.35 of the Consolidated Power and hper 
COlIlpaDy o£ Wisconsin Rapids, 'Wisconsin to cut timber on the island. 
This company owned land at the head of Sisk1wit Bay fram which it had 
planned to cut pulpwood; it had also planned to cut from. certain lands 
of the Minnesota Forest Products CompalJ1'. These plans were held in 
abeyanc4i by the CODlpany pending governmental or state action to purchase 
them but in the s}ring of 19.35 it began the construction of its camps. 
The can~ stated that it could not refrain from cutting now because 
a spruce budworm infestation of recent years was destroying much of the 
forest stand. Aleo it stated that the lands which it would cut over 
were locs.ted in swamp for the most part and away ftoom all points of 
visitation. 

The immlnence of pulpwood cutting on the island, and an apparent 
indifference toward I,le Royale National F8.rk on the part of the Federal 
Government, serm as expedient st1DW.a1rts to public interest in the 
fate of the project. A group ot park boosters organized as the .1IU.! 
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RgyAle fiat.iQDIJ, ~ A,aom'UAP to solicit the donation of prlvately 
owned laM., azad to I'U8e fm1da tbrough governmental and private sub­
sGPiption to aaqu1re Isle RoTa1e lands. William Ducba:l.ne, editor or 
the Esoaaabl. Ires', ",,-s the power 8Ild provided the voiae of the crgan­
ization through his newspaper. ~ Ifmmer of Iron River was the pres­
ident. 

The wark of this organization cannot be slighted. Oonsiderable 
pub11c1t,' e!IIfm&ted fJ'om &lid through its membership which s1gDi.t'1cant]y 
increased the toroe behind the national park movement. The Michigan 
state Semte sent a "'resolution to Gowrnor F1tagerald, eleoted GOT­
e1'n<D' in 1934, requesting a meeting be oalled of the Isle Royale 
Natiotla1 Park CoIllDiss1oD to determine what measures oould be takBn 
1mmed1ate17 to proteot the forelt stands on Isle Royale. NationsJ, 
Park Service off101als urged speed in acquiring the island. 

~ Qpt!oAipg peg, nl; Oppgsitiop §hoHl §;SirepgtQ 

In JUne 1935, GowrnOZ" F1tagerald reAppointed the entire Isle 
Royale Natioaal Park COlllDl1ssion. Its first meeting, in the otf'ioe 
of :.a. Detroit Bmal, was held to discuss land acqUisition at Isle 
Royale. Attending this 1Deeting lllWe A.R. Rogers of M1nneapolls, 
representillg the Ml.rmesota Forest Products Compal\VJ P.J. BoffDlaster, 
Director of Hlchigan Department of Conservation; Fdsel Ford, Detroit; 
Harr'f F. Harper, lensingJ S.A .Font&nna, Oh1et ot Michigan lands d1vi­
sion; Albert Stoll, Jr. of the llID.; aDd B.G. Willemin of the National 
Park Serv.lee. It'. WiUemln bad been appointed to do the land option­
ing, 'WOrking with the Commission aDd 1+. Stoll or the Bmra. Willemin, 
a juldor q1neer with the National Park Service, had been autharized 
on June 9, 1935 b,y the Director's Office, Demaray acting, to pl"ooeed 
with optioning in the name of the Isle Roya1e National Park CoDlll1ssion. 

On the t1rst of August, 1935 it was reported tJoom Washington that 
fOUt" cec CamPI were proposed tor Isle Royale and tbat the President 
was ass1p1ng $105,000 to bu¥ out the private larJds, providing the 
State ot Michigan guaranteed to take up arq excess cost. The warrant 
tar .705,000 \laS signed by Comptroller John R. ~l on October 24, 
1935. 

'!'be next sp:oiDg, A}rU, 1936, the State of Mlch1gan gave 8'V1denee 
or faith and purpose when the State Adm1nhtrative Board approprlated 
$100,000 to augment the federal turd. 

In the meantime, the opposition to the JBrk and/or the government 
allotment of f'w:Ids for it was DOt quiet. In Upper lraohigan, Oongress­
DllU1 hank E. Hook had opposed the apFopriation of federal funds tar 
the Isle&yale laDd purchase. He felt that the Federal Government -- had no right to use relief .tunds to purabase lands tor psrk purposes 



citing the fact that there had been no preoe4ent for federal purchase 
of AlII park lands. He pointed out, with cr1t1aal effect, tbat 50% ot 
the people in his district were on rellef rolls and that the park pro­
jeot would afford no immediate rellef. 

The Keweenaw County Board of Superv.isors backed Hook because Isle 
Royale as a Dational park vould reDlO'Ve the land from the general 
property tax rolls, reduoing its tax inoome by aPPl"OXimately 12%. 

Senator Vandenberg argued that the aoqu1BitiOl1 of Isle Royale as 
a national park presented the greatest deve10pnent opportunity in the 
history of the Upper Peninsula and vould add illlDB&surab13" to the eoon­
omic well-being of that section by attracting hundreds of thousands of 
tourists. He reasoned that funds saved by withholding 'ederal appro­
priations for the project would not instead be spent to provide relief 
or employment in the Upper Peninsula, aDd that the Upper Peninsula 
would receive ita recovery tw¥1s regardless of money' provided for the 
national park projeot. Former Goverl1Ol" Chase S. Osborn upheld the 
Senator 1S opinions. 

In July 1935, the County Board of SUpervisors of Ireweeaaw with­
drew its objections to the park with the explanation that the main 
copper mining companies had assured it that adequate funds would be 
available for oPeration of the count;,y government. It would appear 
that z.acNaughton, president of Calumet and Hecla and also cha1rmaD 
of the Isle Royale National Park Commission, had some influence here. 

An F11RA projeot began in 1935 which immediately concerned Isle 
Royale. The former Coast Guard cutter lES SEMINCIeE had been trans­
ferred from surplus to be operated by local manpower in a passenger 
run to Isle Royale and in a cruise along the Portage Cenal. The 
vessel me 188 feet long, 30 feet abeam, of all steel construction 
and offered passage for 125 persons. She ~ operated by the Copper 
Countr)r Industries, Inc., a Self-Help Cooperative, in cooperation 
with the Houghton Cotmty Welfare Rellet Coad.aBion. She trawled to 
Isle Royale for two seasons after which the operation was disoontin­
ued because of aompetition in the Isle Royale transportation business 
and the excessive 008t of operation. (This information from file of 
USS SEMINOLE In Houghton County Welfare Office.) 

Assistant Director Harold C. Bryant visited the island in 1935 
and expressed his enthusiastic support. George Shiras III, while 
enthusiastio of Isle Royale fa plrk potentialities, thought it Isle 
Royale were a national park the island might become arowded with 
discontented touE"1sts. Both Senator Vandenberg and Director CaJmDerer 
had given estiJlates of potential visitation in the 1oo,0001s so that 
concern of the pure wilderness advocates seemed justified. '!be bar­
rier of I.eke Superior at those times apparently was not as formidable 
to J]E'ospective development and visitation as presently appears to be 
the case. 
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lak Rmle 1GIIQ1 0nm1 Pi .lD 

Option-tald.ng began duri!lg the \linter of 1935-36. In February 
two options, repl"esenting tive sevenths ot the ieland, were accepted 
by the federal government. The program continued surely, in spite ot 
the tremendous amount ot legal work involved. The abstracts of title, 
obtained trom property owners, had to be reviewd by' the Solie!tcr 
General ot the U.S. Department of Interior betore they eould be ac­
cepted. Some ot the abstracts were columinous, OI1e weighing over nine 
pounds. 

The government, after teeling out the various pl"operty owners, 
set a rate of $1 per acre tor mineral rights and $4 per aCE'e tor sur­
tace rights for all properties. Appropriate increases were allowed 
for structures and improvements 'On the land. 

The National Park Service began plans for development ot the
 
island in 1935 when a landscape architect was sent there to make
 
deTelopment studies. Other National Park Service representatives
 
also began duty on the island in charge ot CCC activities.
 

The severe forest fires that ravaged one third ot Isle Royale 
in 19.36 came at a time when the State had given up its protective 
administration and the National Park Service had not yet become es­
tablished for protection. The fire did not interfere with national 
park plans for the island, however. The Consolidated Power and Paper 
Company', engaged in pulpwood cutting at that time, sut.rered the less 
ot considerable standing and decked pulpwood in this confiagrat1on. 

The tederal appropriation for the land acqu1sition was to expire 
Mu-ch 3, 1937 so it was necessary to put all Isle Royale holdings 
which had not been optioned in condemnation in order to obligate the 
unappropriated balance. By ~, the Federal Government had secured 
options on nearly ninety percent of the lands. In January, 1935 

. condemnation suits were begun on 21,W'I am-as at the District Com't 
in Mirquette, Judge Fred K. Raymond or Grand Rapids presiding. By 
September only thirty percent or the lands remained to be optioned 
so that plans proceeded for dedication which it was hoped would take 
place in 1939. 

On June 21, 1935 President Roosevelt s:tgned a bill authorizing 
the U.S.Depn-tment ot Interior to use as pu't of Isle Royale National 
Bark the lands previous:iy' acquired far conservation and forestry pur­
poses. The lands referred to, which bad been acquired tar special 
purposes, oould ~ot be used for other }:m'poses without specific 
legislation. 
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!aJa Rqy;aJ,. National .fil:k Deeded. PeaYed" Dedf9at td 

With all lends acqu1red, it remained f~ the state to eede and 
the U.S.GoverDm.eDt to accept jurisdioation of the islaDd. The state 
action occurred in January 1939 when Representative John C. Geigg1s­
burg and George N. Higgins introduced a bill, which was passed 1:1.1 
both houses in Febr'Uary1939. In the bill the state reserved the 
right to tax persons and property, the residents I right to vete as 
citizens of the state, and the right to serve pr0e8S8 on the island. 
Seoretar1 of Interior Ickes formally established Isl. Royale National 
Park when he aocepted the deeds to all lands on Isle Royale in behalf 
of the United Stat.s on April 3, 1940. 

P1ans for the dedication, cancelled in 1939 'because of inoomple­
tion of 1arJd aoqu1sition, were reSUDl8d in 1940. But the develoPing 
state of Dational emergency again forced cancellation, although it 
had been hoped that President Rooe.velt would be able to dedicate 
the park. 

For a period again, just after the assumption of success, Isle 
Royale ·,.".s forgotten. The war y88ZS went by, and DIBDY who had 
worked toward the establishment of the park, aged, passed awy, or 
just lost that peU of feeling they must have experienced when the 
long uphill job was finished. The dedication finally took place 
twenty-five -years after park status was envisaged, fifteen years 
after its establishment as a national park project, and six years 
arter aoceptance of the deeds to the island by the Secretary of 
Interior. 

On August 2'l, 1946 the ceremOIl1' of dedication was held under an 
ominous sky. Director D1"ury' and Assistant Direotor Tolson were un­
able to fly from Houghton because of the foul weather. so Regional 
Director Mdrriam presided in Drury IS stead. One th0U8and people 
heard Governor Irell1' officially dedicate the Isle Ro;yale lands to use 
for perpetuity 'b7 the American people. He lauded the efforts of the 
It ••• loyal gl'OI1P of American c1tizeDS to prelerve for all time the 
natural grandeur with which the isle i8 80 richly endowed." 

Assistant ~earetar1 of Interior Chapuan aocepted the park for 
the peopl. of the U.S .A., welooming it to the distingu:1shed :tam1~ of 
aMmo :marvels. He said we n... possess them today only beeause there 
have lived in the paat and are living in the present men aDd women who 
8aw that some liberal portions of the Ameriea-that-was must be saved, 
80 that we and those who follow us could have some idea of what our 
country 'WaS like when white men :t1rst glimpsed its vastness am gZ'&l'P 
deur. 1t 

Senator Vandenberg and fOl"lller Rep-esentative Cramton, co-sponsors 
of the Isle Royale National Park project, were both abeent. Vandenberg, 
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speaking by prOXf, gloried in the accomplishment and predicted that 
the American people, "... as they learn its (the island (B) lure will 
turn here in ever-increasing numbers to find happiness in its primeval 
hoepitallty and to find peaoe in its majestic si1enaes. n 

The dedication had begun At ~ 100. By' 6;30 park headquarters was 
completely deserted. Only the preps remained, and the vork ahead of 
energetical.q operating this natit>nal park for the use and enjoyment 
of the people It... in such Dl8.lmer." and by such means as will leave it 
unimpaired for the enjoyment ot f'llture generations." 

v. BISTORX OF ISLR RoopS AS A !tlfIOli41t r~1 

The administration and development of Isle Royale by the National 
Park Sern-ce began in 1935, four years after the establishment of the 
national park projeot, five 18ar;J bef~e land acquisition was completed, 
and eleven years before Isle R01J.le was dedicated as a national park. 
Isle Royale's foundations as a rational park were built during trying 
years in our nation's history - years highlighted by depression, re­
eavery and world war. With firJt quality building stone on hand~ how­
ever, the projeot was presaged for suocess from the start. Indeed, as 
\Ie have seen, the misfortunes·.,')f national history' expedited the estab­
lishment of Isle Royale Natior.al Park 

National Park Service pa.::-t1c1PLtion began at Isle Royale in 
September 1935 when Donald M. 'Wolbl"ink, laZ2dsoape Architect of the 
Department of Plans and Des1gQS, began development studies. 

In 1935 also, Charles E. Shevlin and Shirley W. Allen were 
assigned at Isle Royale as Foresters in charge of the CCC project be­
ginning on the island the same year. In August of 1935 the Federal 
G6Vermnent had announced that four CCC oamp:s were proposed for the 
island. Reoords in Isle Royale I s tiles signed by Mr. Shevlin show 
him as Camp Superintendent at Camp Sisk1w1t in September 1935, Assoa­
iate Forester at Camp Sisldwit in October 1935, a;:xi Acting Representa­
tive in Charge in September of 1936. It appears then that Sbevlln was 
the first NationaJ. Park Ser'Vice adm1n1strator in charge ot the perk. 
His next reoord shows him as Associate Regional Forester, Region II, 
in 1938. Ml-. Allen, signing his D8Dl8 as Associate Forester in Charge 
in August 1935, handled administration of the CCC from a Hancock 
omce. 

Some cf the personnel listed in the earliest payrolls are also 
still associated with Isle Royale National Park. Louis J. Be.?anowsk1 
in November 1935 was listed as a laborer, and in 1937 as a radio oper­
ator, the field of work with vb10h he has been associated sinoe. Joe 
Colombe was listed as a boat operator in June 1936 pajlToll, and still 
operates boats at Isle Royale National lark. Salem 1ehti was down as 
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carpenter in 19.37 and continues work at Isle Royale in the maintenance 
line. 

Camp Sisldwit, the initial eamp on the island, was under construc­
tion in 1935. During the winter of 1)5-'36 CCC enrollees worked with 
the It.~aD Departlllent of Conserw.tion in live-trapping moose for 

"transfer to the nainlar1d. Isle Royale's' moose herd had grown to such 
, ,', ,'a ;_:le. that :the laM, could n~ 8~ort :tP~ all:aDd lIII!U2Y wre dying" 

"apP,U-~-tly ot"~tr1tiOn. (,S.~e ~\'RoirIi1e_!:bose by Hicld.e.) 
"'f ••• ~ .••~~l.:"':;;~.., ..... ;-._ ... : :~." .;t},·,·· ' •. ,.r. ~. . ", 

, ,',,:' ",:tD·~:"'s~~',9fl936,a,t'. an--iDoppor:tunEl. time for the Service 
" ,whiC?b J14cl.. just ~ 'ev.er' the' reins 'of park proteot~on ,from the Mlch1gan 

~ -; ,~~t. ot:C_er~Uon, ,i"~1s~tr~ fire' ~o.urr;.d tIl1ch'destroyed 
" . .E1gh~n ~ed CCC l!b­about on~th1rd_··ofIsle'~a1e·lsaCx'eage.'

'rollEHt8 from ~: ~sk1Wlt.,;:WeNf'u8ed to"belp c'oritrol the blaze • 
.. : • • • ~ : ... : • > • • 

" ' 
<Agairiin the winter of 1937-38, one hundred cce Ez2rollees remained
 

on the i84M to assist in the live-trapping of'moose. They also worked
 
at, de'bi"f$ disposal (resulting from the fire and an earlier pulpwood
 
cutting o~ation), aDd a project called "pt"eparat1on of materials."
 

"	 T1mbers'~,~ ~ts, shakes, and logs used in buildingS at' Camp Rock 
H~a,~tt Island, and Camp ldndigo vere prepared at Camp Sisklwit 
dUf~ng this and the following years. This camp also bUllt the Feldt­
man Lookout Tower. 

Camp Roc~ Harbor, Co. 364, was in operation in 1937. ,The'men 
there engaged in f1re to'wer cOn$~t1on on Mt.. Ojibtrlay: 8Jld'dock and 
warehOuse construction at ~tt Island.Mott Island, had Deen selected 
as the headquat.ters site and the office' of the Represenw.t1'98 in Charge, 
George W. Bagg1ey, installed here. Mr. Baggley had begun employ at 
Isle Royale in 1936. The National Park Service at this time bad a 
Houghton :tleadquarters also. MUvane1, now an auditcr with the National 
Park Service, was Assistant Clerk here in 1937. The land presently 
ootsup!&4 b,y the Service at ilOUgbtbrl was acquired in 19.38 and by the 
sp1"1ng of 1940 headquarter. buildinC, warehouses and dock were con­
.tru~d. ' 

, Camp Wind1go vas constructed in 1939 of' portable sections. Co. 
368ll of about two hundred men was tr8i28ferred to this location in 1940 
from Camp Sisklwit. In the spt"ing bf 1940 work was begun by this como­
ptJ.!J1 on Cabin "A" of the ,W1nd1io Irm deve1opnent. Crews vere also 
utilized in razing bUt1dftl£~ on Washington Island, in dock construction, 
and in moving the watef tank from Washington Island to Windigo. 

Both campti Rock HaJo1Jotl id1d Windigo operated in 1941, bat were dis­
banded in the tall of tba.t '6ta due to the war emergency. F or a whUe 
1t had been plarmed to have a small group or Indians trom Grand Portage 
enrolled aDd loCated in the park for tire pE"otect:1on, but this plan aleo 
had to be dropptd. 
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The short-lived cee organization on Isle Royale had, in outward 
appearances, cost the country considerable money. They had been in­
strumental, however, in doing ~ initial development work - buildings, 
docks, trails, and fire towers, and in this had set the pu-k on its 
feet. These values are tqib1e; the value of the training and ex­
perience given the several hundreds of enrollees who lived and worked 
on Isle Royale was reaped in richer dividends - in healthY' bodies, 
trained hands and inte111gent minds. 

Representative in Charge Baggley's responsibility during the 
early years was the administration of the CCC organization in the park, 
and the coordination of National Iark Service and eee work activities. 
All costs wre handled with CCC fund!. 

FolloWing the completion ot the land aoqu1.sition program on Novem­
ber .30, 1940 by land Purchaser Willemin, and the acceptance of the 
deeds to all land in Isle Royale by the Secretary of the Interior on 
April .3, 1940, regular .funds were for the first time made am1ab1e to 
Isle Royale, commencing July 1. During the first 1'ear a permanent or­
ganization ot eight people was set up in addition to those Paid tor out 
of cce funds. 

Superintendent Radio ~cba.n1c
 
Asst. Clerk-S tenographer Skilled Laborer
 
Ranger Boat Captain
 
Storekeeper, chm10r Mirine Engineer
 

The first &rk Ranger at Isle Royale, Francis R. Crouch, was 
appointed October 22, 1940. Harold Bai1e;r was appointed Junior &rk 
Naturalist in October 1941. The National Park Service was ort to a 
good start and prospects for the future looked good. Cooperation 
necessary for the successf'ul management of a park, began with ~ 

organizations. The weather station at fobtt Island was made an ottic1al 
cooperative observatory; contact had been established with the Indian 
Service at Grand Portage over JD!.tters of common concern and interpretive 
significance; arrangements were made with the U.SoCoast Guard for aids 
to navigation installation and maintenance; a concessions contract had 
been awarded Mrs. Farmer to operate the lodges; a cooperative arrange­
ment was made with the Hl.ch1gan Department of Conservation to hsndle 
fishing license sales in the park; joint moose studies were undertaken 
with the Fish &: Wildlife ServiceJ Custom & Immigration officials were 
located in the park,; West{lrn Union se;:'vice we.d in1tituted in connection 
with National Park Service radio. The appointment in 1941 of Karl 
Gilbert as Park Ranger filled the vacancy of Crouch wo lett the Service. 

While Isle Royale was not to have a museum tor many years, Mends 
of the island. began to contribute documents, art1ts.cts, and. items of 

/ histori0 value. Frank Warren, who bad a summer hODJB on the icland, 
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presented the park with an extensive and valuable colleotion of 
Indian basketl7. He and other island residents of pre-park Jeers 
were to eontribl1te in JIll!I.D1 W81's to Isle Royale's meDJ(l1"abU:1a. 

The onset of the national emergency in 1941 resulted in extreme 
reduetiona of personn.el, equipment and supplies before the park was in 
f'ull operation. Jr. Naturalist BaUey lett the Federal Service in 1942 
to take more urgent pharmaceutical. emplOYIlSntJ Sr.Clerk Calhoun trans­
ferred to the Arrrv Signal Corpl in the same month, Deaemberi Edwin 
Johnson lett to work in shipyards. The National Park Service loaned to 
the,U.S.Coast Guard two of its surf boats for training purposes. Later· 
the 1!tayer .s transferred to be used f()f' training in submarine Pltrol 
dut7 on the Atlantic. A "30" Caterpillar tractor was transferred to 
the U.S.Coast Guard 111 1943. Baranowski, the radio technician, was in­
ducted into the M1If;f in July, 1943. &gineer White went to NaV1 duty 
in October 1944, atter which Superintendent BagSlq acted as engineer 
on the j3MJerJ Lahti entered the Air Corps i Captain Greenleaf left the 
National Park Service in April 1945 to pilot ships for the Merchant 
Hlrine having passed an eJl8Jldnation for lokster t s Ucense previously. 
Registration for the draft, and for rationing, was handled at the park 
winter am summer by Ranger Gilbert. All available scrap was collected 
at the park, and transported to Duluth without charge by the ~nyah, 
H. Christianso!t & Sone, owners. To conserve paper, long reports were 
shortened or eliminated, and the use of pbotograpbs curtailed. 'When 
the use ot government frank was lim1ted, personnel paid official post­
age out of their pockets. For a while {&reb 1943) it was even thought 
that park values would be saor1t'iaed when an ei2gineeJ" from the Bureau 
of Mines inspected Isle Royale t s abandoned mine workings to determine 
whether any copper could feasibly be relllOVed. His report was negative. 

Then, as the war picture improved, personnel began tfl return fol­
loving discharge. At the occasion of the surrender of JaPlZl, quiet 
rejoicement pr'e'V8.iled at Isle Royale, not because of lack of people ­
a few thousand still managed to make their V8Y' there - but rather 
beoause quiet contemplation of' the event in a wilderness park seemed 
more appropriate to visitors than the noisy rejoicements ef the city. 
Visitors at the time expressed happiness at being in a p1&ae where the 
.terml 'ftlUe8 of peace could be so read.11y appreciated. 

Plans for the dedication of the J8rk, oancelled in preYious years 
because of conf'licts of one nature or another, were renewed in 1946. 
With fine cooperation from the press, National Park Serviee regional 
and Washington offices, and from local organizations, the dedication 
was accomplished A:ugust 27, 1946. This event JDIlrked the el1max of 
Superintendent '. Baggle)" s tenure at Isle Royale. 

In November of 1946 Charles E. Shevlin, a former Forester of 
Region Tvo office, replaced Baggley who was transferred to Boulder 

57
 

~~-- ---_._--­



Dam Recreation Area as Superintendent there. Other transfers were 
also made at this time. Karl Gilbert was moved to Rocky ~tain, 

replaced by C.E.Rumberger of Rocky Mountain. The next year a new 
ranger position was created, filled by E•.r.Kurtz; and a fiscal clel'k 
position in 1949, filled by G.W.Muehlenhaupt. 

During the administration of G.E.Shevlin at Isle Royale, although 
prosperous times graced our nation, Isle Royale, with the rest ()f the 
national parka, struggled to reta:J.n ita status quo. Moneys needed for 
development, maintenance, and public service facilities were cut y-ear 
following year to a point where buildings, docks and ~J of the ether 
park facilities and services deteriorated, some practically tc ruin­
ation. Bu1ldings \lith considerable potential value, as those of Belle 
Isle last used in 1946, were left to the elements; docIts at many loca­
tions about Isle Royale could not be kept in current repair; mainten­
ance on all developments vas barely more than superficial. Along w.I.th 
these enf'orced neglects, boat service to the park retrogressed; visita­
tion dim1n1shed to a point where the concessions claimed huge deficits 
annually; and service to the public claimed an insignificant share of . ~ 

the time of plrk personnel engaged in higher priority work. The park 
naturalist position vacated in 1942 was kept vacant up until this re­
vision, 1955, for lack of funds. Limitation of personnel meant at 
times the contribution of many uncompensated overtime hours by person­
nel, or assistance by wives of personnel to accomplish necessary work. 
For example, Chief Ranger Rumberger I s wife spent much time in preparing 
the duzm:ny copy of the Ranger Mmual. Park rangers and other personnal 
spent many hours of contributed time preparing promotional and inter­
pretative services at the lodges. 

Plans for development and improvement of public use facilities 
and servicE'S were shelved from one year to the next, modified to suit 
available funds, or eliminated. M1ster plans, as 8Cl11'ly as ~ in the 
sixth edition, showed elaborate lodge layouts for Rock Harbor and Win­
digo; campgrounds vere to be developed in six places around the island; 
residences were to be provided for key personnel. These things during 
thlt post war prosperity- have been held in abeyance, waiting for the 
emergenc,r to "get over". 

Some majcr improvements were squeezed through, hOl.olever. Windigo 
Ranger Station, built in 1947-49, provided a verT necessary protection 
facility at the west end of the island. The ranger, and seasonal per­
sonnel employed there, have been housed in the abandoned CCC structures. 

The National Park Service transportation service was improved con­
siderably with the acquisition in 1947 through Arrrq surplus of a 114 r.:·,·:, ~ 

foot diesel-powered, wooden hull vessel, the present RANGER II. Some 
other utility boata, a jeep, and various equipment were- also secured 
from surplus. 
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the District Ranger's duties at Wind1go. Ranger Kurtz was transferred 
to Rocky Mountain in 1952, his position filled by Dave Stimson trans­
ferred from Glacier in July, 1953. Superintendent Shevlin transfe.-red 
to Grand C~on in 1952, the Isle Royale super1nten4ency filled by' 
Robert F. Gibbs of Big Bend. 

It would seem that this rotation of employees would suffice for 
a while, but the reorganization of the National Park Serv.:lce, begiDJl1ng 
in 1954, brought other changes. Chief Clerk Klrtin B. Christenson, who 
had served Isle Royale for 8 years, was trane:ferred to the Region Two 
Office in Omaha as Budget Officer; his posi"tion here was eliminated and 
Fiscal Clerk Gus Muehlenhaupt became AOmniatrative Assistant, a new 
position. Chief Ranger Henderson was transferred to Hawii National 
Park, Eliot Davis of Gra..1'1d Teton coming to Isle Royale in the spring of 
1955 to occupy the Ch1ef ws position. The park's seasonal staff' of' f1re 
control aids and seasonal rangers was increased to impt"ove operation 
and protection activities at Isle Royal.s during the travel season. 

The beginning of season 1955 saw 8. brightening glow of optimism 
on the Isle Royale horizon. Funds were coming ii.l f'or lodge develop­
ment, boat service to the island was imprc\<ing, public interest was 
cl1mbing. In the fall of 1954 wark had begun on an additional guest 
accommodation at Windigo, and before winter closed in 90% of' this 
structure was completed. During the year 1955 this building will be 
completed and work will begin on a multiple unit st..~cture at Rock 
Harbor Lodge. 

~ummo.ry .Q! legislation DiresrUx concerne~ nth lW Royale 
National !m:k 

Both federal and state legislation are concerned with protection 
and administration of Isle Royale National Park. Under present law 
sport fishing on the streams and inland lakes are under park service 
regulation while fishing in the wters of' Lake Superior is under the 
laws of the State of' Michigan. Navigation aids and lighthouses are 
maintained within the authorized boundar7 of Isle Royale by the Depart­
ment of the Treasury which, through the Coast Guard, is responsible tor 
the enforcement of rules and regulations concerning Zlavigaticn. 

Prior to the acceptance qy the federal government of the cession 
by the State of' J.a.chigan of' the lands on Isle Royale, litigation took 
place over the submerged lands within the authori zed bound8.17 of Isle 
Royale National Park. This problem was not settled when the Secretary 
of Interior advised the Governor of Mlch1gan of the assumption of 
police jurisdiction over Isle Royale lands in 1944. 

The Act of' Congress, approved Mu-ch 6, 1942, extended the boun­
daries ot''the park to include any submerged lands within four and one­
half miles of the shore of Isle Royale and the immediately surrOUDding 
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islands and authorized the Secretary to aeaure by donation title to 
aD7 ot these laDis not now owned by the UDited States. 

The Socretary ot Interior Dade his oft1e1al designation of the 
park area in bis letter of September 29, 1931 to Cba1rmBD MlcNaughton 
of the Isle Royale National Fark Commission. The boundar7 according 
to this letter, and accolllpaDJing Corps of lbg1neers Dap, forms aD 
irregular eetagon the sides of which coincide with courses on the ebart 
hetwe81'1 the se;nral pointe of departure also printed on the map. The 
four and one-halt m:11e l1m1t cited in the Act of Congress 'WIlS arbitrary 
to assure authority to accept all submerged lands within tbe boundaries 
designated 4!'n the chart. 

Question has existed over the Jurisdiction of these bom:Idar7 vatel'S 
and whether the state was authorized to traDS!er title to the subDerged 
lands within the authorized boundaries of Ide Royale National Park. 

The National !ark Service considered federal jurisdiction essential 
if it is to have authority to regulate (1) commercial and sport t1sh1ngi 
(2) mow beats and guiding; (3) transportation of passengers by boat 
operators within the immediate v.l.ciDiW; (4) handling and traD8portation 
of supplies; (5) registration of pl'1ft.te boats; (6) sanitationJ (7) es­
tablishment ot seaplane landins areas - and f'unct1au"ot this type 
which are conducted in part on vater althOl.18h the obJeotives are gener­
ally in the park proper. The Park Service also is techD1ea:1.q without 
police author!t7 fT routine protection wnrk where problems ot park use 
may arise on boundary waters. 

With respect to the authority of the State ()f Klohigan to convey 
sUbmerged la11ds in lake SUJl rior to the United States tor Isle Royale 
National Park, the question was placed before the Solicitor General 
for opinion. The Solicitor was of the opinion (April 10, 1945, M.33869) 
that "the State Legislature Dq authorize the con~oe of title to 
such 1aDds ~ the United States without reserving aD7 pI1bl1c rights" 
and that "it may be argued that through its Isgislature the State had 
already made such a conveyance by its cession of exclU8ive jurisdiction 
ov·... the pu-k." (Act 8, PeA. 1939, Mich.) 

TheStc.te Attorney General tar "'Michigan in revi"v.l.ng the Solici­
tor's opinion disagreed, in an opinion rendered Ja.nua.ry 2, 1947 in the 
last instance pointing out that Act 175, PeA. 1931 creating the Isle 
Royale National Park Commission to acquire land in Isle Royale and con­
vey it to the United States was repealed by Act 111, PeA. 1945 which 
dissolved the Commission. Thus, he reasoned, legislative action is' 
necessary both to authorize conveyance ()f the tiUe of lake bottom and 
to cede exclusive or partial jurisdictiBn. 

The problem was discussed with the M1ch1gan Conservation Coumission 
in January 1949 to the end that such legislation be introduced. House 
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Bill .306 sUbsequently was introduced, which would cede jurisdiction 
over Isle Royale National Park including any sU'bmer'ged lands witbin 
faur and one-half miles of the shore line of I.le Royale arJd ilJJmeolt 
diately surrounding islands to the Un!ted states ~ ••• saving however 
to the State of )f1chigan all oil and mineral rights in and to said 
submerged lands, tt and "saving fUrther that fishing in said \Bters 
shall be subject to and conducted according to State laws applicable 
thereto•••" This b111 Jassed and \B8 made law (P.A.. 281) over the 
signature of Governor 1dlliams, subject hOW9~ to notification by 
the federal government of assumption of pollee jurisdict10D 0'Yer said 
~k. As passed, the b1ll was an amendment, not antic1pated by the 
Serv1<le, to Section 1, Act No.8, P.A. 1939, nAn Act to cede jurisdic­
tion over Isle Royale National Park...." This amended Act \BS not 
acceptable to the Service because it implied state jurisdiction over 
all fishing on Isle Royale and failed to relinquish sullDerged lands by 
fee simple. 

Since this attempt at satisfactory state legislation, the status 
of the jurisdictional problem over the submerged lands has not cbaDged. 
The following exception arising frosn earlier sta:iJe legislation is sig­
nificant howver. Act .326, Ioach. P.A. 1913, as amended, requires less­
ees to procure written consent of the riparian land owners if material 
(sand, gravel and rock) is to be taken within 1000 feet from the water's 
edge. This fringe of lake bottom, then, is under the control cf the 
federal government. 

Except tor these subnerged lands, the boundaries of Isle Royale 
National Park have been well established by law. By an act approved 
March 6, 1942 (56 Stat. 1.38) Passage Island, except for portions re­
served by the Secretary of the TreasUI'7 for lighthouse and ~thouse 
purposes, was made a part of the park. Also Rock of Ages and :Menagerie 
Island \lere reserved by the Secretary of the TreaSU1'7 roi·1ighthouse 
purposes, and the rest of the islands in the chain former:Qr comprising 
the Siskiwit Islands Bird Reservation being made Jm"t of the park. The 
Secretary of the Treasury retains the right to maintain and est~blish 

fioating and shOl"e aids to navigation in all Great Lakes waters. 

The following polltic.a.l history of Isle ROfale is reviewed from 
1W Royale by Judge John G. Stone (IR File 101). 

When the Upper Peninsula vas one county, ChiPPS\B, Isle Royale was 
part of it. In 1847 Houghton County was formed and Isle Royale became 
part of it as Isle Royale Township. Taxes were levied but the township 
never had a SUPervisor on the county board. In 1861. when Keweenaw 
County was formed, Isle Royale became part of it. In 1875 Isle Royale 
became an independent oounty with the county seat at Island Mine near 



Point Senter. At .first only one to'Wn8hip, it later became cJ1vided 
into two, the origiml townab1p remaining Isle Royale and having the 
government seat at Island :Mine. The easterly end of the island be­
eaDle established as Cove Township with the seat at Minong Mine near 
McCargo Cove. Short:q prior to 1880 mining eeased at the Island Mlne 
and the countY' seat moved away with records of the mining company to 
Detroit or Cleve1aD1. Later the books and records of the township 
were recovered by the state and for a time kept in 1aDsiDg. Atter 
Isle Royale county had lain darmant until laaS, it was attached to 
Houghton County, but again in 1897 attached to KewerJaw County to 
which it still belongs, const:1.tuting parts of Houghton and Fagle Har­
bor Townships. 

When Isle Royale beaaine a. uational park, the state act cecJ1ng 
jurisdiction reserved the rilht of citizEt1'l8 on Isle Royale to vote, 
and also the rights t6 serve tr0cess on the island, and to collect 
personal and property taxes, Few o.f the fishermen, although residents 
ot the State of JoaOh1gan by virtue of the above act and their annual 
residence on Isle Royale 01' siX inonths; take advantage of their voting 
privilege. All of the fishermen reside on the M1nnesota shore during 
the winter months where some of them own property· and homes. Their 
position becames an unusual one in that while they are required to be 
residents of Michigan in order to qualify tor commercial fishing li ­
censes, their sym.pathies and logical residence are essential.ly in 
Minnesota. 

VI. REgRElTIOtiAL DEVELOPMENT AT :ISLE ROIALE 

From the very earliest years of settlement ot the mineral l.aJ1ds 
region of lake Superior, the beauty of the landscape, the healthful 
virtues or the climate, and the curiosities among the natural phenom­
ena stiDU1ated the aesthetic appreciation ot pioneers and visitors. 
Promotional literature, citing the pleasures to be experienced in the 
newly opened country, was in press as early as 1846. In this year, 
John R. St.Johns I ! km Ptagriptiou s:Ji.: ih§ lAB Superior CoPP81:- CoyntD: 
was published in which he describes not oi2ly the m1n1ng aeve10pmer1t but 
also the general scenery and recreational possibilities. 

We do not know when the first pleasure camping parties began to 
visit the island. Lane IS Geological ~.x, Vol. VI, relates that in 
the ear:q 1900 i s camping parties came over from Duluth and used the 
abandoned Rock Harbor Lighthouse and other places. John F. Johns be­
fore 1900 had his log hotel built, and a cabin on John8 Island which 
he made awdlable to visitors. 

The Isle Royale Land Corporation, later the Island Chpper ~pany, 
had ideas o,t" establishing resorts about 1900. A site had been selected 
for such a development on Rock Harbor near the location ot Ransom. 

63
 



When the Island Copper people sold certain forest lands to the Minnesota 
Forest Products Company, they reserved the shore frontage, and even pre­
scribed the manner in which cutting would be done to preserve the for­
ests and protect the wildlife. '!he company had headqllarters which it 
named Ghyllbank, the site of present Windigo Inn. From this location 
it had planned to manage its mining and resart ventures. 

At Rock Harbor the earliest tourist development was probably that 
of Kneut Neutson who, having found relief from hay fever and inspiration 
from beauti1'ul scenery for years previous, established in 1901 a small 
camp called. Park Place at the present location of Rock Harbor Lodge. 
In his ~wm .2! ~ fismeer, Neutson relates how he happened upon Snug 
Harbor, wh1<-,h he named on that occasion in deference to the pl"oteetion 
he found there during a sto:rm. He subsequently bought a mile CIt front­
age and later sold lots to prospective cottagers. At his camp he built 
a number of small cabins tor which a demand was soon created 1IJy passen­
gers traveling to the island on Booth Line steamers. 

Life at Park Place was primitive but attracted visitors from all 
the midwest. In 1922 one of Neuts on t s daughters, 1+s. Bertha Farmer, 
took over the management and rechristened the place Rock Harbor Lodge. 
Mrs. Farmer ran the lodge tor the next twenty years, the last five ot 
which were under permit from the National Park Service. 

During the years that Rock Harbor lodge was developing, other 
lodges sprung up at various places on the island, and ma.IIY summer cot­
tagers became established. Other individuals speculated in resort 
property, or set it aside for future years. All of these people were 
pioneers in the recreation field at Isle Royale. 

One of the holders of extensive resort, cottage, and other sites 
suited to development was Emmet Hoyt Scott, one of the organizers of 
the Saginaw Mine in the 1870's. When the mine failed, Scott purchased 
all the holdings whioh included such select sites as the strip of land 
between Siskiwit Bay and Sisldwit lake, the brown sandstone deposit at 
the head of Sisldwit Bay, frontage on Chippewa Harbor and Conglomerate 
Bay, Caribou Island, aU of Rabbit Island and Smithwick Island. These 
lands like all others on Isle Royale were purchased 'before Isle Royale 
became a Dational park. The values that were intrinsio to the Scottls 
were the particular values sought b.1 the Service to be preserved for 
posterity. 

The Bern'WIS of Duluth were among the earliest people to establish 
summer homes on Isle Royale. George Barnum, Sr ~ had acquired a steam 
yacht, the !1...oket, in about 1895 atter which he and friends made tripl 
around the island. later, in 1898, the Bernums began their summer res­
idences at Barnum Island residing first in Johns' Hotel, then in a l(.'g 
house, and, finally, to the present time, in the cottage at the west 



end of the island. Barnum invited friends of his, as the .Andrews and 
Dunvoodies, to buUd on this island so that in the early 1900's it 
became a busy sUDlDer settlement. 

A lodge was begun shortly after on the island opposite, then called 
Singer Island after the man who built the Island House. Lodges vere 
also put up at Belle Isle aDd Tobin Harbor. In 1911, and adjacent years, 
the tourist business was in full swing. '!'he ••19&, the Barth AWican 
and the Winyoh oPerated to the island then on regular schedule. Captain 
Tormala's Eagle made trips from Houghton. The lodges, operating on the 
American plan, were open from June 1 to October 1. The rates charged in 
those dqs mq be examined ldth enV1: 

Hotel $2.50/day - $23.00/week) 
) AiDarican Plan 

Cottages $4.00/day - 126.50/week) 

The prices charged at the other lodges were the same or If'!sa.. The 
Island House and cottages were able to accommodate 200 guests 0 .do c.)w, 
chickens, and a garden were lJ81ntained on the island, presumab:.y at 
Windigo. Advertising put out by all the lodges emphasized that infor­
JIlalityo was the rule, hay fever was unknown, am that fishing was the 
best al\fWhere. Some of the recreation offered is interesting. Island 
House had a bowling alley and v.lreless radio; Belle Isle, F. Schofield, 
proprietor, had a ,swimming pool and golf cou:rse; Rock Harber lodge 
had a tennis court; am Mlnong Lodge at Tohi.n Harbor, Mrs. Helen W. 
Smith, proprietor, had launch excursions for SO¢, 7S¢ and $1.00. These 
lodges all operated into the 30's. With the National Park project un­
derway Island House was closed, and later MlDong Uxlge. A Dain c0n­

sideration in abandoning the small island establishments by the National 
Park Service wall the problem of se_ge disposal and general sanitation. 
Belle Isle was used to a l1m1ted extent in the early years of the pro­
ject, but also was abaMoned af'ter 1946. 

During all the yoears of lodge operation on Isle Royale preceding 
park establishment, a private club also was extant. The Washington 
Club, organized in 1902 and composed ot Duluth businessmen, acquired 
the Washington Harbor frontage and headquarters buildings of the Isle 
Royale land Corporaticm of Liverpool, England, and also Washington 
ereek nolling through the lands of that cODlp8ll1'. The stream was 
leased, in consideration of $1.00, to the Club. They acquired a 
lease also on Grace Creek. 

There were about 20 members in the club. Its buildings consisted 
of the Club House with large 11ving room and fireplace, sleeping quar­
ters far ten people, and shower bathe \lith hot and cold water; a men's 
dormitory; a service building of dining room and kitchen ldth sleeping 

.....'-..... quarters for employees; a large boathouse, too1 house, water system, 
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launch, and rowboats. In December 1931 the uain club house and ser­
vants' hOWle \I81"e destr01ed 1:u fire. A. new building with dining room, 
k1toben, storeroom a.o3. 88l"'Vlmts I room vas ballt the next yeer. These 
buildings exiet today as part of W1nd1go !1m .. 

Trout ftshing 'WaS one of the main interests ot the members, judg­
ing b7 their lease 6f the two trout streams on that end of the island. 
The 1"UiDs of an old oabin stands today on a vantage point where Washing­
ton Oreek enters the harbor. The cabin wall U8ed, as oldtimsrs relate, 
to guard against t1"espa8s on this private fishing stream. 

Mm1 ot Isie Royale oldt1mers persist in visiting the island each 
;yeer. Previous OVD8:rB retain life leases so that they can continue 
dur1ng their litetimes to enJ07 the islarJd as they knew 1t. 'l'he7 Dain­
tain their own structures, but they cannot put up other bu11dings or 
materiall7 change their cottages. These tiDe people, who enj07, app:e­
oiate, and respect Isle R~le, as the National Park Service envisages 
that the visiting Pllblic should, look back to other days that saw much 
Ute and fam1:q tim on the bland.. Blame it on the times, Isle Royale 
1s suftering growing pains today. The Ssrvioe looks forward to a fu­
ture in which all Americana will have an opportunity to enjo,y Isle 
Royale t s mtural grameur and to share with me another congenia1i't7 
as our oldtime158 remember. 

Lodge Opora1;ion ~ iIU yisiWigp, ~ ~. 

Following the establishment of Isle Royale National Park on APE'U 
J, 1940, the NatiOD&1 llu-k Service took over the reins ot ledge oper­
ation. Jt's. ~ was gi'V'8ll a ocntract to operate Rook Harbor lodge, 
and later 1Ilnd1g0 Inn. Idndigo!lm occupied the bui1d1llgs vacated br 
the Washington Club wheee h18tOl'7 we haft alread7 reviewed. Operation 
ot such widely scattered de'V'elopaant8 prOftd ditf'ioult for It-s. Farmer, 
whose heart was in her torll8r establishment., Reck Harbor Lodge. She 
had sub-operator8 handle W1ndigo Im1 and Balle Isle in 1942. Since 
1943 National Park Ooncessi0D8, Inc., has had the contraot to operate 
lodge and boat services, rental aDd guide services at Isle Royale. The 
Johnson Brothers in the early torties bad boat rental aM guide services 
at all ledge locatiOM in the park. 

Belle Isle aDd ll1ndigo were not to enjoy }:'rosperity; 1!:Ideed, Rock 
Harbor Lodge has bad difficulty in remaining in operation. The 30's 
8aw prosperity in lodge operation, but br the time the Sernce took 
over. tourist travel to Isle Royale was already on the dowgrade. Belle 
Isle came to be used only far overnew crcwds from Rock Darbai' Lodge 
until, after 1946, it was closed eomplete:q. Windigo Inn operated 
sporadically', closed during the var years, reopened in 1949 and aloeed 
again in 1951. 
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VII. cwqm THE MADS to ISLE ROIAT! 

The maUs have been carried to Isle Royale by toot, dogsled, 
plane, and boat. 

During lII1n1ng days in the late 1800's, when miners reDl&ined on 
the is1aDd 0'9W winter, the mail vas brO'llght over the ice by' dogsled. 
It is likely that dellvel7 was made not more than a couple ot times 
each ,.ear, and in many years not at all - sinoe the 'Water from IsJ.e 
Royale to the north shore does not freeze OWl" ever;y year. Sarah Barr 
Christian, in her book H1Dte;r RD ~ Rgm1e, mentions infrequent de­
IIvery of mail bT dogteam to and from Duluth na the North Shore. M1-s. 
Christian resided with her husband and faaily at the Island Mlne 1JJ 
1W74-7S lIhUe copper prospecting and development were in progress. 

One ether definite mention of mail delivery by dogsled 18 that 
ot Dr. Wm. p. Scott of Houghton who spent the winter of 1891-92 at 
Washington Harbor as Jlb1'sic1an with the Wendigo Colllpfmy. He said ~t 
the sled draw by dogs and guided by two IndiaDS 'WaS observed first s.s 
a blaok speak out on the ice. With the news qu1~ o.1rculated every­
one dropped his \lark and assembled to watch the pl"eo1ous mail cargo 
come in. 

There were times when the mail did not get dellvered. In Febru­
ary of 1876, as related by Bessie Phillips (interv:1ew recorded by 
FdD11md Tittel, abstract in Isle Royale files), o:1e .kmes Jones and a 
Welsh lad started out across the ice tar Prince Arthur's lending in 
Canada to pick up the mail. Two JDeI1 at a time used to take tUI'DS at 
7Mldng the trip. But this pair didn't make it tor a sterm blew up 
while they wre out, the lce broke up, and both W1"e lost. 

SUDlIDBr mail del1vEl1"1 vas more certain, indeed about as good as 
1t is toda7. Two boats, the l$tbet and the IW& 11- 3D1 th, aocord.!!2g 
to Bessie Phillips, made three trips weekly between Houghton, Ml.ch1gan, 
Isle Royale and Canadian ports. 

During a tew of the winters since the park was established, when 
CCO or National Park Service personnel remained on the uland, -.u was 
carried b,y plane. The year 1937 was one of those when, aooardiDg to a 
Daily Mojor Gal8'tte artiole (Jan. 23, 1947 - entitled "Ten Years AgolI) 
O. E. Shevlin new to the park from Port Arthur, O1JWia oarry1ng a pay­
roll and mail for 000 enrollees spending the winter on the island. 

H. Christiansen and Sons ot n.u.uth handled mail to the bland 1I'om 
about 1929 to 1951. The 2,.l.Winyah, the oonftrted pleasure ;yacht ot 
Andrew <4rneB1e, was used until 1943, followed by the diesel powered
11 Detroit, vb10h carried the mails from 1944 to 19S1. Christiansen's 
pr1.mary interest was in the fisheries industr;y at Isle Royale. Boat 
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operators serving the Isle Royale tisherfolk bougbt aDd delivered 
groceries, equipment, aDd sU!1CJr1 items tor people on their run. They 
hauled freight, ice and p8sseagen in addition to the mail, on twice 
wee~ trips trom Grand Mlra1s, )l.rmeso'ta. On return tripe tons of 
lake trout, herring and white fish vere taken to IW.uth. 

During the war ye8l's, when the Ilt1;roit vas first pIlt in serv.l.ce, 
it vas difficult to get boat crew _mbers so that operatiOD vas erratic. 
The boat and ita operators have sinae gamed a reputatiOD, however, far 
dependable service, maldng tri]:8 in weather that no craft might be ex­
pected to peDe'trate. 

When, 111 1947, the mil contract was up for reDeWa1, air mail ser­
viae to the park vas considered. An outn.t in Houghton bid in on four­
times \IMkJ.7 Dai1 ser~ce to the park. The weather, which can be exceed.­
iDgly foul during mch of the year at the park, vas like17 the Pl"1.Jr.Iar7 
tactor 111 detJJ1Dg th1s 8ervice. 

In 1951 the Messrs. Smythe and L1Ddqu1st ot Duluth, owners ot the 
.Nl'etH ~ out of Grand Ponage, secured the contract.. The :Jill1,1tt4!, 
a thirty-tive foot cruiser, \88 found to be unsuitable far the trip around 
the island so that the ail vas carried by the Dis1jgrban ce, otomed· and 
operated out ot Grand Portage ~ Sivertson Bros. of Duluth. nns boat, 
under arl"aDgelDBDt with SJI7,J'tbe aIld Lindquist, carried the 1&11 the remain­
der of 1951 and through the 8UIIIDler of 1952 - with these interruptions. 
The JII!lil contractors had earl¥ 1D the lear attempted the use of the 
Jial1etjil vb1cb, sJringing a leak OIl its first trip, was beached at 
Beaver Bay. The Dlst,grbnpre t1D1shed th18 trip for beI'. Q:1 another 
occasion a cruiser Damed IAvM1m vas used. Tb1. boat came afire at 
Washington Island aDd was towd:. back to Grand Portage - the mail again 
continuing arOUDd Isle Royale via the tnsSbmct. With the fire damage 
repaired, the NaU1tUWl carried the ma.1l u tar a8 Tobin Harber, where it 
broke down, and the ma11llB.s delivered by the operator taking pas8age on 
the Dekoiij. The PistprboPAI carried the ails the rest of the seasOD. 

From 1953 to the p:oesent \ll"it1ng the Q9pper ~ (relWled the 
VQYM'm- 1D 1955) operated by Roy Oberg tor Sivertson Bros. bas carried 
the mail trom Grand Portage, MlJmesota three roundtrips we~. Island 
residents todq, u for a hundred years past, look torward to the arriv­
al of each mail boat. RoT and his crew of one JaIl, )Iso1e Otto, besides 
handling mail, deliver salt, ice, g&sol1De, groceries, milk, new fishing 
gear, aDd passeDgers) and pick up fiah tor return del1'V817 to the main­
land. .l trip around the islaDd with the a1lboat is a series of visita 
with tieberfolk, campers, cottagers, park personnel and lodge 'ftaation­
ers. 

VIII. BClT AlID nw SliiRVICI HlSTcm 

The b18tory ot an isolated area like Isle Royale wauld not be 



oomplete withOl1t a discussion ot the moat critical element involved in 
its n81tation and development, that ot transportation. 

When one reads that IndiarJ8 Ol'08sed from the leveenaw Peninsula 
to Isle Royale and thence to the North Shore by canoe; and voyageurs 
paddled fur laden canoes along the North Shore trom Grand Portage to 
the Sault, - he is not likely to nsual1ze the dal3gers involved in the 
unprediotable onset ot rough water, tog, high wind, rain and snow. A 
chronological renew ot the notes (accumulated by the author to date) 
on boats and planes serv.l.Dg Isle Royale may develop a proper appreciation 
ot lake Superior t s temperament, as vell as ot the efforts ot man in 
crossing to tb1s basalt-foundationed, copper-bound, and 2q18tery-shrouded 
isle. 

In the earliest exploring days, e &eJldlng to the time of steamers 
in the mid 18OO1s, the vessels constructed in lake Superior, or hauled 
over CJr around the rapids at the Sault, were sloops or schooners. One 
ot the first of these was a tventy-five ton sloop bullt by LaRonde which 
he used tor his mining venture at the Ontonagon, a 'ftnture which at 
least paid i te expenses. The name or tate ot this Dssel is unknown. 

In the early 1800i s the fur trading compen1 es - British, French, 
and American - bad vessels on the lakes of twenty to one hundred ton 
burthen, the !?U.90DQ, JnyinciblJ, Qtter, It.ni and &u;oyvy. ~ 
the 'War ot lS12 the B@coV'Q, owned by the Northwest Fur C~, a 
British firm, was secreted in one ot Isle Rcyale IS harber's. 

With the United States actual.:q occuJJ71ng the lake Superior and 
Minnesota country a1"ter the War ot 1812, the American F1Jr CO!D.Jl8D1 con­
structed the W-tCl1 schooner, .:191m ,Jagob lIa1Gt, the first of 1ts 'Ves­
sels to ser'Ve the fisheries and fur trade. This vessel vas wrecked at 
Copper Harbor in September, 1844. 

Later this COIIlpaDY built other schoonersl in 1838 the jm.Brewster 
ot seventy-five tons) in 1839 the US0nquin, built at Black River, Ohio 
and hauled over the Sault portage in 1840. This .f'1f't:1-ton vessel 'WaS 

used to haul the tamous Ontonagon boulder to Sault Ste. Mu-1e in 1843. 
The boulder, removed trom its ott visited eite on the Ontonagon River, 
vas brought e'VeDtuall.y to Waeh1.ngton, DeC.. Exhibited in '9Uious placee 
along the wa,. it aroused considerable interest in the Copper Country. 

The Schooner M!ld~ ot twenty tons was built at laPointe in 1839 
by the American Fur COID:pa.Dy tor the purpose of collectiElg fish from 
various miner stations on the shore of Lake Superior and at Isle Royale. 
This boat wae l08t the eame ,.ear. The S~sldJ4t: ot forty tons was built 
to replace this. She wnt ashore on Isle Royale reete in lSiJ. blt was 
gotten otf and repaired. 

During the onset t£ prospeoting at Isle Royale and the leweemw 
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Peninsula, ~ boats were hauled over the Sault portage. Some ~f 

theBe doubtless traveled to Isle Royale, the schooner Cw..ppew, 20 ton,; 
schooner FJ.orenSQ, 20 tons; schooner Swallow, 80 tons, under command of 
Captain. Smithwick; schooner n,rcllCmt, 80 tons; lost in 1846 or '47 with 
all on bOard; schooner ~ Ism, 90 tons; Fur 'l'.rader, 60 tons; prope1­
lor IAgegend@nca; schooner Napoleon, 1945, later changed to a propellor; 
schooner :&IJ.A &]Jl!A1", 240 tons, drawn over portage in 1846. This boat 
under command of Captain John J. StanDard, was a side-wheeler, the 
popular vessel on the lakes in 1846. A staunch sea boat, she met her 
match in a lake Eluperior storm, ending up as the foundation far a wood 
dock at Waisha Bay. (l'.ost of above from Nute, ~ Superior.) 

In 18141 late in the fall, three men in. a mackinaw boat heading 
from Copper Harbor to Port Arthur struck the rocks and broke up on the 
east end of the island. One of the men drowned, bUt the others managed 
to make their way to the Island Ml.ne where they remained the winter. 

in 1877, the steamer SMnberland went to pieces on a point later 
named Cumberland. 

In the 1880's the Duluth & North Shore Line operated the tugs 
Siskh1:J.t, Amethyst and T,H.Camp, and. the steamer Agnes, later named the 
~ ROYale. These boats served the fisheries and carried mail. In 
1883 the steamers MJvthS and EJJ4 ~ ran izo:'egularly between 
Houghton, Car1ada and Isle Royale. 

On November 6, 1885 the worst boat accident in Isle Royale history 
occurred. The two-masted schooner Algoma, Captain John l-bore command­
ing, 'Was under sail from the Sault to Part Arthur, Canada. A stout 
nartheaster accompanied by rain, sleet, and snow bad picked up when at 
4:00 A.M. the captain decided to haul in sail and change course. Short­
ly arter, ott ~tt Island, the stern struck a reef wrecld.ng the rudder. 
Later the whole forward section broke off and disappeared. Some of the 
crew reached shore in a lifeboat. the other survivars clung to the 
stern deck until the storm let up sufficiently to permit them to cross 
to shore on a raft. On November 8 the Athabssca picked up all the sur­
vivors, tifty-two less than when the voyage was begun. According to 
Judge Wm. E. Smith, a number of those WO perished were buried on Ceme­
tery Island. Nineteen years later di'V9rs from the salvage steamer 
J,C,smt reported that they worked among the bones of the victiDlS while 
removing 150 tons of 1.r.on from the wreck. 

Booth Fisheries during the 1880's operated various vessels several 
of which landed at Isle Royale docks. The Hirom R. DiJE2n, the F.rurton, 
and the Barker were in. its neet. The Dixon was later replaced by the 
Argo, followed by the America. 

Captain Singer, WO built the lodge on Washington Island, headed 
a company operating the Moore, M9.b9l BradshaW, Ben Ames, and iroQUOis. 
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Isle Royale waters saw ~ passenger vessels around 1900 continuing 
tar about three decades. Boat8 ot Singer's COJIIP8DY, the U.s. and 
Dom1n1on Transport Company, and the Booth Company continued operations 
COImecting with Isle Royale well into this period. 

other boats operating in the late 1800's included the steamer ~. 
NicD9'.£I, lIbich was stranded on the southwest point of Caribou Island r1 
during a dense fog on Mq 4, blt was later SUCC8SSf'u1l7 released. In I;' 

this -rear also, the Cop:tgrig ran on the rooks five miles west ot 
~JJagerie Island during a gale aDd snowetorm. She was presUIIlbly saved. 

In 1909 the steamer Jgtm j. TroDD wnt aground on Long Point and 
lInlS abandoned. Tho crew was taken to the Sault on the tug Favorite. 

Dur1r1g tho good old day8, as Isle Royale cottagers and resorters 
like to remember, various boa.ts served the island. The A.rica. stopped 
at the tour resorts then operating. Cllptain 19rm'o's Elgle made runs 
trom Houghton. Booth Lines boats operated; also the North ~riC8p 
of the Chicago, Ihluth and Georgian Bay Transit C~. H. Christian­
sen & Sons, eDltrging in the transportation and fishery business, oper­
ated the Ha,e1, the Grace I, and then the WinvaA, f'ormerly Andrew Car­
negie's palatial7&cht. In the late 20's am )O'a, besides hauling the 
nail and Plssengers to Isle R01ale, this boat picked up fish from the 
commercial fishermen on the island and along the north shore. Nute, 
in her book.tlJm Superiot" records that the Wip;,yaA hauled 6,000,000 
pounds ot f'ish each season, serving 400 fishermen who operated )00 
skirfs aDd 90 seine b:Jata (about 1930). 

On December 26, 1m the freighter "m]oow disappeared with a 
crew of twenty-two, two ot whom were WQII8Il. In the spring of the next 
year several of the bedies were found on shore near ~QLrgo Cove by 
John L1nklater. The boat had struck bottom aDd sunk near shore. 

In 1928, the Peninsula and Northern Rav1gat1on Compauy operated 
the S,S,United Statu, the largest boat on the lakes at the time, to 
Washington Harbor and other points. 

That -rear saw the Peggy a, a s!xty-t1:ve foot c:-art, bn'n to the 
water-line near Boothe Island. A more disast.rous loss was that of the 
Amr1ga, vb1ch sank on the mcrning of June 7 inside North Gap, Washing­
ton Harbor, a.tter striking a rock shelt whUe em'oute from the Washing­
ton Club to Port Arthur. No lives were lost. '!be bow of the vessel 
remained above water for several -rears. B;y 1952 it had settled so 
that the bow was two teet UIIder. 

On liq' 27, 1932 another disastrous weak occurred - that of the 
George Me Cox of the Isle Royale Transit Company. On the first trip 
of the season of this excursion boat, which bad just been purchased 
aDd put into this service after thirty years previous sailing on the 



lakes, the ~ hit the rocks near the Rock of Ages lighthouse. The 
weather was aalm and foggy, and just before the 'Vessel etruok, the 
lighthouse siren was heard shrieking. The U8 people aboard wre 
sheltered 1D the lighthouse until rescue vessels picked them up. The 
308 toot 'Vessel, with a 38 toot beam, settled into lake Superior's 
depths at a 45-degree angle, a total loss. 

In the 301s, the Winyah proVided the _jor service to the island. 
Inauguration of boat service from Houghton occurred 1D 1935. The 
UBS S.3pol., a former Coaat Guard cutter, was put in service b,y the 
Copper C01mtry' Industries, a Self-Help Cooperative in cooperat.iOl1 v.1th 
the FERA. This 188 toot steam vessel saw service to the perk tor a 
tew years but }n"oved too oostly an operation. 

After the park vas establlshed in 1940, records become mare com­
plete. The Chicago, Duluth, and GeorgianBe.y L.1nes operated the ex­
cursion steamers, Sputh Agrip§1'h North Amm=1gap. and {p,m. variously 
to Isle Royale Uld other points on the Great Iakel:J ~ The S guth 4nNican 
carried 750 persons to the park for the dedication in 1946. She contin­
ued trips to the park until 1949. 

Captain Charlle Kauppils intrepid veesels, the Copper Queep and 
Isle ROYale Queen, were operating !'rClll Copper Harbor, Mlch1gan, early 
in the 40 1s. Kauppi }n"ovided consistent service to the }:m"k azmually' 
until the eDd of the 1953 seasOD. Coast Guard regulations after 1947 
did not permit the operation ot the ~~ trom Copper Harbor to 
the island, but the dauntless Isle Rmlt Qwum has plied 011. 

Captain lfauppi made his voyage !'rom this earthly realm in 1954. 
He \I1U never be forgotten lv art1 who rode the wavee of lake SuJ8rior 
\11th him. His F1rm1sh determ:1ne.tion, sld.ll as a boatman, and rustic 
character are already part ot the folk tabrio of Isle Royale. 

The CollIS operated to the J:8I'k trom Grand pcrtage in 1941. The 
nellt year she drifted onto the rocks near Grand Portage. The three 
passengers aboard were sateIT reecued ba.t the boat vas a l08S. The 
Colleen XI was used af'ter this wt prowd unsatiatactClr'1' tar paBlI8Dget 
service. 

In 1943 the Canadian steamer Prl,pdoc collided with the steamer 
Battleford near Passage Island and sank shortly af'terwards. No lives 
were lost. 

The Christ1.an8en boat )rl~nvah was retired after 1943, replaced by 
the diesel powered Detroit. This vessel, a tormer ferry, aerftd the 
residents ot Isle Royale dependably and consistently until 1952 when 
she was sold. 

---~-- --~ ---------------------------,­



In 1945 the Sivertson Bros. Fisheries, in competition with 
Christiansen, began operation of the Dlstvrbance. 

In 1946 the Coastal ~ began exctU"sions to Isle Royale f~om 
Port Arthur and Fort William, Canada. This run was eontinu8'1 until 
1949 when the lloromg burned at the dock in Toronto. The ~t'.91l~ 
bad connected with the COAstal ~!h whii3h, 'Nith the conscq'.lent ll)ss 
of passengers, ceased operation. Dt:lring tb1.s sea.son of the park do­
dication the §...0J.U;h American, ~ B~ale ~, Dstroit and J2t9 tyr­
~ also operated to the park. 

During the winter of 19'.6-1,,7 the National Park S\3l"vice acquired 
from surplus the tug kn,ayand8:" and. the vessel Banger ~g;. Thosn re­
placed the BeaN, turned over to the Coast Guard, and the old RaJig££ 
both of which bad served the Park Service since 1936. The new Rame£ 
is a 114 foot, wooden-hulled, diesel powered, t.'.dn screw, A.rzrq FS 'cype 
vessel. 

On Ju.."la 4, 1947 the Emerso,n struck Canoe Rocks and sank with 
treight and a loss of twelve lives. 

On August 131' 1947 an outboard boat capsized with four persons 
aboard, all of whom wre drowned. Only one of the bodies was reoover­
ed, that having lodged under a forward quarter deck. This accident 
occurred outside of Rock Har bor • 

In 1948 the Fingerling, a twenty-one foot cabin cruiser, burned 
to the waterline and sank off Blake Point. The five persons aboard 
escaped in a boat which they had in tow. 

In 1948 the NAutilus provided Plssenger service tram Grand Port­
age to Washington Harbor. She made twenty-two trips that season. 

In 1949 four boats went aground on Isle Royale. The Fa.1tl1 of 
Mu-quette went aground at Duncan Bay, July 26. She was pulled off by 
the Tonawnda. The Detro!t went aground during a :tog near Blake 
Point and was also pulled off by the Tonawanda and rePlired at Matt 
Island. The 134 toot navy training vessel FC-782, oft course while 
entering MUone Bay, became lodged on a reef. She was pulled clear 
with the combined tow of the Tonawanda, WOodrush, Superior, and~­
~. lastly, the navy vessel .us-51 went aground and was hauled 
oft by the Tonawanda. 

In 1951 the Ranger II was, tor the tirs t year, put in regular 
passenger service Dakicg, in 195"""55, trips three times weekly from 
Houghton, Mlch1gan. Classified as a freighter, howewr, it was per­
mitted to carry no more than sixteen passengers per trip. While the . . 
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transportation s1tuation to the park had been bad for several years, 
this did not materially improve it. 

Carrying passengers to Windigo during 1951 was the JpJ1ette, 
a craft that had seen most of its days. Undependable and unseaw:orthy 
as this boat was, it vas nevertheless launched again the next year to 
carry the 111811 getting as far as Beaver Bay where it spraDg a leak 
and was beached. 

On July 15, 1951 the Canadian cruiser ~ went aground at 
McCargo Cove and 'Was pulled clear 'tv the Tonawanda. 

On July 31 a rowboat with four persons aboard capsized near 
Blake Point. A commercial fisherman, Jack BaDgsund, was fortunately 
nearby and rescued them. 

In 1952, on Miy 23, a commercial fisherman drowed inside Ncrth 
Gap at Washington Harbor. The lake was calm and no reason other than 
possible stTolm or hee.rt failure could account for the accident. The 
body was not recovered. 

On July 11 a SeaBee of the Isle Royale Air Service, inaugurated 
only that year, was lost with the pilot and three passengers. Cause 
of accident unknown. Only a seat cushion from the plane 'WaS found. 

During 1952 unsuccessful attempts were made to use the NautilYft 
on the mail run around Isle Royale. On one trip she caught fire, on 
another a piston let go, and that ended that. 

At the end of the 1952 season the Detroit, which had served the 
park since 1945, \lI8.S sold. 

In 1953 the £pppo,r. Queen was purchased from Charles Kauppi by 
Sivertson Bros. and has to this writing been used by them in mail, 
freight, and passenger service around Isle Royale from Grand Portage, 
Mlnnesota. 

This ends the sketch on transportation to Isle Royale. There are 
ma~ vessels that operated which have not been named here; several 
periods of history are only poorly repr'e5ti:r,.~ad. The above is probably 
a fair representation of conditions, howevo:r, with accidents and trag­
edy spaced throughout. lake Superior J co~l.d J tCLlperamental, &"ld wide, 
will alwys be a highway to be treated and used with the greatest of 
respect. Isle Royale wtera, abounding in rocks and reef's, have 
earned an appellation, "Graveyard of the lakes.n 
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